
th e  Vedas his special sfudy, and whose name is a guarantee for scrupulously 
correct ed iting  to all the Pandits of ^Northern and W estern India.

I t  is therefore hoped thafc th is edition of the Rig-Veda will m eet the 
w ants of all classes of people. Wifch a view fco place ifc w ithin the reach of 
all, the  price, as already observed, has been fixed a t only Rs. 50 including 
supplem ents. This is fche lowest charge afc which the work has, as je t ,  been 
offered fco fche public, and it  is hard ly  possible to make it cheaper.

This price, if com pared wifch thafc charged for Dr. Max M uller’s edition 
published in E ng land  (w hich was valued ab £12, and which cannot be now 
secured even for Rs. 300) will be found six times cheaper. I t  is therefore 
hoped and expected th a t all men of learning, all Princes, Rajas, Zem indars, 
and  o thers, w ill extend the ir generous snpporfc fco th is work and purchase 
copies, th is  sacred relic of Aryan greatness now w ith in  the ir reach. O ur 
greafc men, nay, all men, have the g rea test regard  for th is epitome of ancient 
though t, and the la test example of th is regard  for the Vedas on the p a rt of 
k ings and nobles of India is afforded by the Maha R aja of V ijayanagram  
bestowing Rs. 20,000 on Dr. Max M uller for issuing a second edition of the  
Work before the presen t publication was undertaken  by us.

The work, ifc m ay be adm itted , is nob of a popular n a tu re  and cannofc 
com m and a large sa le ; a lim ited num ber of copies has therefore been p rin ted  ; 
and  no fresh  edition of ib can be expected w ithin reasonable tim e as the  
u n d ertak in g  is far from  paying. Those, therefore, who w ish to pu rchase 
copies of the p resen t cheap edition should lose no tim e in applying for them . 
1 draw  special a tten tion  of all public L ibraries in India, and request; them  
nofc to m iss th is opportunity  of securing copies of th is work. In  conclusion I  
m ay be perm itted  to add thafc the profits realized from the sale of th is  work 
will, as iu tbe case of sim ilar o ther series, be devoted to The Bombay Theoso
phical Society’s F u n d  for the publication  of original Sanskrifc tex ts and 
tb e ir  translations, together w ith  those of o ther popular M arath i and H indi 
w orks of em inent Sadhus.

T o o k a r a m  T a t y a ,

17, Tamarind Lane, Fort, Bombay.

elf

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T

VOL. X II . NO. 4 —JA N U A R Y  1 8 9 1 .

A tW  W  H*T: |

T H E R E  IS  N O  R E L IG IO N  H IG H E R  T H A N  T R U T H *

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.'}

THE NEW RELIGIOUS CYCLE IN INDIA.
r n H E  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  c e r t a in  v e r y  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  u p o n  t h c  r e l i g i o u s  

X  s t a t e  o f  I n d i a  p r o v o k e s  c o m m e n t  u p o n  i h e  e n t i r e  s u b j e c t .  T l io  

a tte n tio n  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z in e  h a s  b e e n  c a l le d ,  f r o m  t im e  t o  

t im e ,  t o  t h e  s o c ia l  f o r c e s  w h i c h  a r e  w o r k i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  

w h i c h  e s c a p e  t h e  n o t ic e  a l ik e  o f  t h e  g l o b e - t r o t t i n g  a n d  t h e  A n g lo - I n d ia n  

c o m p i l e r .  S i r  R ic h a r d  T e m p le ,  S i r  W m . H u n t e r ,  S i r  G r a n t  D u f f  a n d  

o t h e r  I n d i a n  e x - o f f ic ia l s  h a v e  b e e n  a s  r e p r e h e n s ib l e  in  t h e i r  c o n c e a l m e n t s ,  

a s  t h e  c o ld - w e a t h e r  M . P . ’s , a n d  t h e  g lo b e - c i r c l i n g  t o u r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  

u n f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e i r  ig n o r a n c e .  I n  a  r e c e n t  c r i t iq u e  u p o n  t h e  o t h e r w is o  

adm irab le  w o r k  o f  M r . J a m e s  S a m u e l s o n  ( “  I n d ia ,  P a s t  a n d  P r e s e n t ” ; 

vide M a y  Theosophist, p .  4 7 0 ) ,  I  h a d  t o  e x p o s e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  w h i l e  n o t i 

c i n g  t h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j ,  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j ,  t h e  M is s io n a r ie s ,  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  

A r m y ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  K a s h m ir i  C lu b ,  a  s m a l l  s o c ie t y  o f  N o r t h e r n  I n d ia ,  

a s  c e n t r e s  o f  m o r a l  e v o lu t i o n ,  n o t  a  s i n g l e  w o r d  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  

a b o u t  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  in  m o u ld in g  a n d  d ir e c t in g  

co n tem p o ra ry  I n d i a n  t h o u g h t  a n d  a sp ira tio n . A n d  i f  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  

t u r n  to  S i r  W m .  H u n t e r ’s  l a t e s t  p u b l i s h e d  b i b l io g r a p h y  o f  O r ie n t a l  w o r k s  

( i n  t h a t  s a m e  w o r k ) ,  in  t h e  s e c t io n  o f  B u d d h i s t i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h o  w i l l  f in d  

rio m e n t io n  w h a t e v e r  o f  t h e  “ B u d d h i s t  C a t e c h i s m ,” a  c o m p i la t io n  w h i c h  

h a s  w i e l d e d  a n  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  e n t i t l e d  i t  t o  a t  l e a s t  a n  h u m b lo  p la c o  i n  

a  ca ta logue  s o  e x t e n s i v e  t h a t  i t  in c lu d e s  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  b o o k s  w h i c h  h a v o  

m a d o  n o  l a s t i n g  i m p r e s s io n  u p o n  th e  B u d d h istic  w o r ld .  T h e s e  l i t t l o  

e v i d e n c e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g ,  s o m e t im e s  o f  ig n o r a n c e ,  h e l p  t o  m is le a d  

f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  o n l y  : t h e  t r u t h  b e c o m e s  k n o w n  in  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t im e .

T o  s a y  t h a t  E n g l i s h  e d u c a t io n  is  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e v o lu t i o n  

Of I n d ia  i s  to  m is t a k e  th c  u l t im a t e  f o r  t h o  p r o x im a t e  c a u s c .  I t  o p e n e d



t h e  w a y ,  n o  d o u b t ,  f o r  p e r s o n a l  in t e r c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  A s i a t i c s  a n d  

W e s t e r n s ,  b u t  t h e  la t t e r  h a d  s c a r c e l y  a n y  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  r e l a t io n s  o f  

H in d u  r e l ig io n s  w i t h  t h e  H i n d u s  : a  h a n d f u l  o f  l o w - c a s t e s  a n d  f o o l i s h  

c h i ld r e n  w e r e  “  c o n v e r t e d ” t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l  

a n d  c o l l e g e  b o y s  t w i s t e d  t o w a r d s  m a t e r ia l i s m ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e c t  t h a t  

t h e  fo r m e r  in f lu e n c e  w o u l d  w e a k e n  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  s t r e n g t h e n .  T h u s  

t h i n g s  s to o d  in  1 8 7 9 ,  w h e n  T h e o s o p h y  f ir s t  c a m e  t o  I n d ia ,  a n d  f o u n d  

o c c u p y in g  t h e  f i e ld  o f  r e l i g i o u s  r e f o r m  t w o  in d ig e n o u s  m o v e m e n t s — t h e  

B r a h m o  S a m a j  a n d  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j .  K e s h u b  C h u n d e r  S e n ,  t h e  m o s t  

a c t iv e  le a d e r  o f  t h e  o n e , a n d  P a n d i t  D a y a n a n d  S a r a s w a t i ,  t h e  l e a r n e d  

a n d  p a t r io t ic  F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  w e r e  t h e n  a l iv e .

K e s h u b  h a d  s c o r n e d  o u r  b r o t h e r l y  a d v a n c e s ,  b u t  D a y a n a n d  h a i l e d  

t h e m  a n d  g a v e  u s  h i s  b l e s s i n g .  T h a t  h e ,  l a t e r  o n , f e l l  o u t  w i t h  u s  b e 

c a u s e  w e  w o u ld  n o t  c o n f in e  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h i n  h i s  Y e d i c  s e c t a r i a n  l in e s ,  

w a s  a  r e g r e t t a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  b u t  n o t  i n j u r io u s  t o  e i t h e r  h i s  S o c i e t y  o r  

o u r s ,  a s  t h e  s e q u e l  h a s  p r o v e d .

S in c e  t h a t  t i m e  e l e v e n  y e a r s  h a v e  p a s s e d ,  a n d  w h a t  d o  w e  s e e  ? 

T h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j  s e e m s  t o  b e  s l o w l y  d y i n g  o u t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  g r e a t  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y  a n d  p e r s o n a l  z e a l  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  i t s  t h r e e  

s c h i s m a t i c  p a r t i e s  ; w h i l e  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j  s e e m s  a s  f u l l  o f  l i f e  a n d  v i g o r  

a s  e v e r .  T h e  t w o  a r t i c l e s  t o  b e  p r e s e n t l y  c o p ie d ,  t h r o w  l i g h t  u p o n  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d ,  c o m in g  f r o m  H i n d u  s o u r c e s  a s  t h e y  d o , c a n n o t  b e  p u t  

d o w n  t o  W e s t e r n  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t io n .  T h e  1 3 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  

A r y a  S a m a j  has* j u s t  b e e n  c e l e b r a t e d  a t  L a h o r e  w i t h  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m ,  

a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  P u n j a b  b r a n c h e s ,  

Y e d i c  h y m n s  w e r e  c h a u n t e d  b y  t h e  p u p i l s  o f  t h e  D a y a n a n d  A n g l o - V e d i c  

C o l le g e ,  e l o q u e n t  s e r m o n s  a n d  s p e e c h e s  w e r e  d e l iv e r e d ,  a n d  a  c o n s id e r 

a b le  s u m  o f  m o n e y  w a s  s u b s c r ib e d .  T h e  L u c k n o w  Advocate o f  N o v e m 

b e r  2 5 t h  r e p o r t e d  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  a t  t h e  1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

s o c i e t y  a s  f o l l o w s :

*■* T h e  t e n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  A r y a  S a m a j  w a s  c e l e b e r a t e d  w ifch  g r e a t e r  

e c la t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  i n  t h e  A r y a  M a n d i r  a n d  B a r a d a r i  K a i s a r  B a g h ,  o n  

S u n d a y  l a s t .  D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  t h e  P u n j a b  a n d  m a n y  S a t n a j e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  P r o v i n c e  

w e r e  p r e s e n t  a n d  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  H a v a n  c e r e m o n y  a n d  t h e  l e c t u r e s .  T h e  m e e t i n g  

a t  B a r a d a r i  K a i s a r  B a g h  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  s o m e  5 0 0  p e r s o n s .  L e c t u r e s  w e r e  d e l i 

v e r e d  o n  t h e  “  C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  W o r l d , ”  “  R e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  V e d a s , ”  a n d  “  M a r r i a g e  

S y s t e m  o f  t h e  A r y a s . ”  T h e  l e c t u r e  o f  S w a m i  A t m a n a n d  w a s  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d  f o r  

h i s  a p t  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  Y e d a s ,  a n d  m a n y  H i n d u s  w e r e  m u c h  m o v e d  t o  h e a r  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  d e g e n e r a t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s . * *

T h e  b o d y  o f  P a n d i t  D a y & n a n d  S a r a s w a t i  h a s  l o n g  s i n 6e  r e s o lv e d  

i t s e l f  in t o  d u s t ,  b u t  h i s  s p i r i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  a m o n g  h i s  c o u n t r y 

m e n .

T u r n in g  n o w  t o  t h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j ,  w e  f in d  q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  : in s t e a d  o f  a n  i n t e n s e  l i f e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  s u s p e n d 

e d  i f  n o t  a n  e x t i n g u i s h e d  v i t a l i t y .  T h e  r e a s o n  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  b e  

t h a t  t h e  S a m a j  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  p la n n e d  b y  i t s  i l l u s t r i o u s  F o u n d e r ,  t h e  l a t o  

R a j a  R a m  M o h u n  B o y ,  d i e d  o u t  b y  d i s m e m b e r m e n t ,  a n d  i t s  a n i m a t i n g

s p i r i t  r e - a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

S o c ie t y .  T h e  s c h i s m a t i c  t r i n i t y  o f  B r a h m o  S a m a j e s  a r e  m o r e  C h r i s t ia n  

t h a n  H in d u ,  a l i k e  i n  e s s e n c e  a n d  fo r m , e x o t i c s ,  n o t  in d ig e n o u s .  L e t  t b e  

E d i t o r  o f  t h o  Indian Mirror, h i m s e l f  f o r m e r l y  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  m e n  i n  

t h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j ,  a n d  a  b lo o d  c o u s in  o f  K e s h u b ,  b e  h e a r d  u p o n  t h i s  

p o in t .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h a t  p a p e r  f o r  O c t o b e r  1 5 t h  :

T h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  a n d  t h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j .

** H i s t o r y  i s  a p t  t o  r e p e a t  i t s e l f ,  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s p h i c a l  S o 

c i e t y  i n  I n d i a ,  e l e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  i s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u i s m .  T b e  w o r d  T h e o 

s o p h y ,  l i t e r a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  S a n s k r i t ,  b e c o m e s  Brahmagyan; a n d  i t  w a s  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  s p r e a d i n g  t h i s  Brahtnagy an t h a t  t h a t  i l l u s t r i o u s  H i n d u ,  t h e  g r e a t  R a j a h  

R a m  M o h u n  R o y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  V e d a  S o m a j ,  s i n c e  c a l l e d  t h e  B r a h m o  S o m a j .  T h e  

o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  Y e d a  S o m a j  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  b o t h  

b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  b r o a d  c o s m o p o l i t a n  l i n e s ,  a n d  b o t h  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  

o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  t r u t h s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  V e d a s .  O w i n g  t o  t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e  d i s 

p e n s a t i o n  o f  P r o v i d e n c e ,  t h e  V e d a  S o m a j  f a i l e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  w h a t  t h e  T h e o s o 

p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s ,  i n  a  l a r g e  m e a s u r e ,  a l r e a d y  a c h i e v e d .  B u t  p r o b a b l y  t h e  t i m e s  

w e r e  n o t  r i p e  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o % V e d ic  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  d o c t r i n e s  w h e n  R a j a h  B a m  

M o h u n  R o y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n s t i l  t h e m  i n t o  h i s  c o u n t r y m e n .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o n b t  

t h a t  h e  h i m s e l f  w a s  b o r n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  h i s  t i m e  ; a n d  e v e n  n o w  m o s t  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  p r o f e s s  t o  h o l d  h i s  m e m o r y  d e a r  a n d  s a c r e d ,  d o  n o t  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a f c .  

R a j a h  R a m  M o h u n  R o y  w a s ,  a n d  w h a t  w e r e  h i s  b e l i e f s  a n d  d i s b e l i e f s .  A l l  c o n c e d e  

h i m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e f o r m e r ,  b u t  o f  w h a fc  t y p e  f e w  o f  h i s  e u l o g i s t s  c m  e x a c t l y  t e l l .  

O n e  h e a r s  l a u d a t i o n s  o f  R a j a h  R a m  M o h u n  R o y  r e g u l a r l y  e v e r y  y e a r  i n  B e n g a l ,  i n  

B o m b a y ,  i n  M a d r a s ,  i n  t h e  N .  W .  P .  a n d  i n  t h e  P u n j a b .  H i s  n a m e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  

o n  o u r  l i p s .  H o w  i s  i t  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  n o t  y e t  a d o p t e d  h i m  a s  

t h e i r  m o d e l  ? T h e  f a c t  i s  th a fc ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s a i d ,  t h e  f u l l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  R a j a h  h a s  

b e e n  r e v e a l e d  b u t  t o  v e r y  f e w .  A n d  th a fc  c h a r a c t e r  w a s  g r a n d ,  l o v e l y ,  a n d  c o m '  

p le fc e . H e  w a s  a  t h i n k e r ,  w h o ,  w h i l e  h e  h e l d  f a s t  t o  h i s  o w n  f a i t h ,  s o  l i v e d  t h a t ;  

s i n c e  h i s  d e a t h ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  c l a i m e d  b y  H i n d u ,  B r a h m o ,  a n d  C h r i s t i a n ,  b y  e a c h  a s  

h i s  o w n .  I n  f a c t ,  R a j a h  R a m  M o h u n  R o y  w a s  a  g r e a t  T h e o s o p h i s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  H e  w a s  a  g r e a t  T h e o s o p h i s L ,  

w e  h a v e  s a id ,  t h a t  i s ,  h e  w a s  a  g r e a t  A d v a i t a  o r  V e d a n t i s t .  H e  w a s  a  Brahmagyani, 
f u l l  o f  t h e  l i g h t  o f  d i v i n e  w i s d o m .  T o  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ,  S r i  S a n k a r a c h a r y a  i s  

"  t h e  G r e a t e s t  I n i t i a t e  l i v i n g  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a g e s . ”  T o  R a j a h  R a m  M o h u n  R o y ,  Sri 
Sankaracharya w a s  “  B h a g a w a n  B h a s y a k a r a . ”  I n  t h i s ,  t o o ,  h i s t o r y  h a s  r e p e a t e d  

i t s e l f .  T h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  R a j a h ,  w h i c h  h a v e  c o m e  d o w n  t o  u s ,  c l e a r l y  s h o w  t h a t  

h e  h a d  c o m p l e t e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  c a r d i n a l  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  A d v a i t a  p h i l o s o p h y .  H e  

h i m s e l f  t r a n s l a t e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  a n d  i n  E n g l i s h  t h e  Y e d a n t a - s a r a ,  A t -  

m a n a t n a  Y i v e c k ,  a n d  f iv e  o f  t h e  b e s t  U p a n i s h a d s .  H e  w a s  a l s o  a  b e l i e v e r  i n  t h e  

P u r a n a s  a n d  t h e  T a n t r a s ,  a n d  t h e  B h a g a v a t g i t a  M a h a n i r v a n a ,  w h i c h  d e a l s  c h i e f l y  

w i t h  Brahmagyanam, w a s  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s t u d y .  H e  w a s  o p p o s e d  t o  i d o l a t r y  i n  

a n y  s h a p e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  h i s  I s o p a n i s h a d ,  h e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  

P u r a n a s  a n d  t h e  T a n t r a s  r e p e a t e d l y  d e c l a r e  G o d  t o  b e  o n e ,   ̂ a n d  a b o v e   ̂ t h e  

a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  a n d  e t e r n a l  s e n s e s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  h e  a d m i t t e d  

t h a t  t h o s e  s a c r e d  w r i t i n g s  d e c l a r e  a l s o  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  m a n y  g o d s ,  a n d  d e f i n e  t h e  

m o d e s  o f  t h e i r  w o r s h i p .  “  B u t , ”  h e  o b s e r v e d ,  "  t h e y  r e c o n c i l e  t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  

assertions b y  a f f i r m i n g  frequently t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  w o r s h i p  a n y  c e l e s t i a l  

b e i n g s  a r e  o n l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  e l e v a t i n g  t h e i r  m i n d s  t o  t h e -  

i d e a  o f  a n  i n v i s i b l e  B e i n g . ”  T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  v i e w  o f  T h e o s o p h i s t s  t o - d a y .  T h e  

R a j a h  further h e l d  th a fc  i t  w a s  p r o p e r  i n  m e n  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  d u t i e s  a n d  r i t e s  p r e 

s c r i b e d  b y  t h o  Shastras f o r  e a c h  c la g a  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r ,  i n



a c q u i r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  r e s p e c t i n g  G o d .  Bufc i f  ifc w a s  r i g h t ,  ifc w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  Y y a s a  i n  h i s  V e d a n ta - D a r s a n a  d e c l a r e s  t b a t  d i v i n e  

k n o w l e d g e  c a n  b e  a c q u i r e d  e v e n  w i t h o u t  t b e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  r i t e s  

a n d  d u t i e s ,  t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  I n i t i a t e s ,  a s  c l a i m e d  i n  I h e o s o -  

p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  B y  fche w a y ,  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  R a j a h  R a m  M o h u n  R o y  i s  h e l d  i n  

g re a fc  r e v e r e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  r e a s o n s  t o  k n o w ,  b y  t h e  I n i t i a t e s  i n  T h i b e t ,  w h i t h e r  h e  

h a d  g o n e  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  t o  a c q u i r e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  G a u t a m a .  I s  ifc 

a  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h i s  g re a fc  A d v a ifc  s h o u l d  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  V e d a  S o m a j  f o r  t h e  

s p r e a d  o f  V e d i c  t r u t h s  ? It, i s  m u c h  fco b e  r e g r e t t e d  th a fc  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  t h e  S o m a j  

s h o u l d  h a v e  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n s  a n d  o b j e c t s  o f  i t s  f o o n d e r ,  a n d  

f i n a l l y  t r a v e s t i e d  i t  i n t o  a n  u m  e c o g n i s a b l e  t h i n g .  T o  B r a h m o s  t o - d a y  t h o s e  a r e  

s u p e r s t i t i o n s  w h i c h  t o  R a j a h  R a m  M o h u n  R o y  w e r e  c a r d i n a l  a r t i c l e s  o f  c u l t u r e d  

f a i t h ,  t h a t  i s ,  a  f a i t h  w h i c h  h a a  n o t  b l i n d l y  a d o p t e d  i t s  b e l i e f s ,  b u t  f a i t h  w h i c h  h a s  

p r o v e d  t h e m  b e f o r e  a d o p t i o n .  B u t  t h e  V e d a  S o m a j  h a s  n o t ,  t r u l y  s p e a k i n g ,  b e e n  

k i l l e d  b y  t h e  B r a h m o s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e s u s c i t a t e d  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  

A d v a i t i e m  i s  o n c e  m o r e  p r e a c h e d  i n  e v e r y  t o w n  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  H i n d u s  a r e  r e c o v e r i n g  

s t e a d i l y  w h a fc  t h e y  h a d  i n  t h e i r  d e g e n e r a c y  l o s t  o f  t h e i r  g r a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

r e l i g i o n .  A n d  n o t  o n l y  t h a t .  T h a t  r e l i g i o n  h a s  g o n e  f o r t h  t o  t h e  w o r l d  fco c o n q u e r .  

W h e t h e r  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  E s o t e r i c  B u d d h i s m  o r  V e d a n f c is m ,  w h e r e v e r  ifc h a s  a p p e a r e d ,  

ifc h a s  a p p e a r e d  o n l y  t o  c o n q u e r .  I n  E u r o p e  a n d * A m e r i c a ,  S r i  S a n k a r a c h a r y a  a n d  

G a u t a m a  h a v e  b e c o m e  h a l l o w e d  n a m e s .  T h e i r  t e a c h i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  t e s t e d  i n  t h e  

c r u c i b l e  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  s t o o d  t h e  t e s t .  I t  i s  nofc fco b e  w o n d e r e d  afc 

th a fc , u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  m o s t  c u l t u r e d  m i n d s  i n  t h e  W e s t ;  s h o u l d  b e  f i l l e d  

w ifch  t h e  b e a u t i e s  a n d  t r u t h s  o f  A d v a i t n m  o r  B u d d h i s m .  T o  R a j a l i  R a m  M o h u n  

R o y  f i r s t ,  n o w  t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  I n d i a  o w e s  a  d e b t  i m m e n s e  o f  e n d l e s s  

g r a t i t u d e / ’

T h e  r e a d e r  i s  a s k e d  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  w a s  p o in t e d  o u t  b y  m e  i n  a  

r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  t h a t  B u d d h i s m  a n d  H i n d u i s m  “  w h e n  f u l l y  r e s u s c i t a t e d ,  

w i l l  b e  a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  f o r b e a r s  a s  t h e  a d u l t  i s  f r o m  

t h e  y o u t h ; t h e  l i f e  i s  t h e  s a m e ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i d e n t i c a l ,  b u t  t h o  

n e w  c o r p o r e a l  i n v e s t i t u r e  w i l l  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h e  o l d . . . u l t i m a t e l y ,  e x o t e r i c  

r e l i g i o n  w i l l  b e  t r a n s f ig u r e d  i n t o  e s o t e r i c  d o c t r i n e ; t h u s  r e v e r t i n g  t o  i t s  

p r i m a l  a s p e c t  a n d  v i g o r .  C o n t e m p o r a r y  r e l i g i o n s  a r e  b u t  b r u t a l i s a t i o n s  

o f  t h e i r  p r i m a l  t y p e s . ”  M y  f o r e c a s t  i s  a l r e a d y  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  v e r i f i e d .  

Q u i t e  r e c e n t l y ,  a  l e a r n e d  F .  T . S .  o f  B e n g a l ,  S h u n k e r  N a t h  P a n d i t ,  h a s  

b e e n  p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h e  Mirror a  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i n  t h e  

V e d a s  I d o l a t r y  i s  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  b u t  d e n o u n c e d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p p r o v a l  

o f  o c e a n  v o y a g e s  f o r  H in d u s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  e v e n  s t u d y  o f  

t h e  V e d a s  w a s  m e a n t  t o  b e  a s  f r e e  a s  a i r  t o  a l l  c a s t e s  a n d  p e o p le s .  H e  

c h a l l e n g e s  e v e r y  P a n d i t  i n  I n d i a  t o  g a i n s a y  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n s — p r o p o s i 

t i o n s  w h i c h  a t t a c k  t h r e e  o f  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p i l l a r s  o f  m o d e r n  P u r a 

n ic  o r t h o d o x y .  T h e  g r e a t  D e h l i  B h a r a t a  M a h a m u n d a la ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  

c o n g r e s s ,  w h i c h  h a s  j u s t  a d j o u r n e d ,  p a s s e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  R e s o l u t i o n s  o f  

t h e  m o s t  u n c o m p r o m is in g  c h a r a c t e r  i n  f a v o r  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m  a n d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  V e d i c  a s p ir a t io n s  o f  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  h e l p e d  t o  

p r o v o k e  S h u n k e r  N a t h  P a n d i t  t o  o f f s e t  t h e i r  P u r a n i c  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  t h e  

s u p r e m e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  V e d a  i t s e l f ,  t h e  H i n d u ’s  Sruti, o r  d i v i n e  R e 

v e l a t i o n .  B e f o r e  m o d e r n  e d u c a t i o n  o f f e r e d  i t s  b e n e f i t s  e q u a l l y  t o  a l l  

c a s t e s ,  t h e  n o n - B r a h m in  h a d  n o  a p p e a l  a g a i n s t  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  d e n i a l  

o i  V e d i c  e d u c a t i o n  fco h ia  s o c ia l  g r o u p ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  s c r i p t u r a l

t e a c h i n g  a n d  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  t h e  B r a h m a n s .  T h e  s i t u a t io n  w a s  e v e n  

f a r  w o r s e  f o r  t h e m  t h a n  i t  w a s  f o r  t h e  v a s s a l s  o f  M e d ia e v a l E u r o p e  

a n d  t h e  s e r f s  o f  m o d e r n  R u s s i a ,  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  w a s  n o t  m e r e l y  c o n f in e d  

t o  t h e  p r i e s t l y  a n d  s e c u l a r  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c la s s e s ,  b u t  t h e  S u d r a  w a s  f o r 

b id d e n  t o  l e a r n  o r  e v e n  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  m o s t  s a c r e d  s c r i p 

t u r e s  u n d e r  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  d i s o b e d ie n c e  t h a t  m a k e  t h e  b lo o d  c u r d le  t o  r e a d  

a b o u t .  T h e  b i r c h e n  r o d  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  s c h o o lm a s t e r  h a s  b e e n  t h e  

e n c h a n t e r ’s  w a n d  t o  s p l i n t e r  t h e  a d a m a n t  o f  B r a h m a n ie a l  s u p r e m a c y ,  

t h e  M o s e s ’ r o d  t o  s m i t e  t h e  r o c k  o f  P u r a n i c  p r e r o g a t iv e  a n d  l e t  t h e  

p r im a l  V e d i c  t r u t h  c o m e  p o u r in g  o u t .  T h e  S u d r a ,  e v e n  t h e  P a r ia h ,  

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  i s  n o w  f r e e  t o  s t u d y  e v e r y  b o o k  i n  t h e  S a n s k r i t  l a n g u a g e ,  

t o  c r i t i c i z e  e v e n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  S r u t i  i t s e l f ,  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  e v id e n c e  a s  

t o  i t s  m u t i l a t i o n  o r  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  b y  i n t e r e s t e d  p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  b y e - g o n e  

g e n e r a t io n s .  W h a t  t h e  p r i n t i n g - p r e s s  a n d  s c h o o lh o u s e  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  

t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  d o  f o r  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  

t h e  E a s t .  T h e  a v a l a n c h e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i s  r u m b l i n g  u p  t h e  

h e i g h t s  o f  I n d i a n  b i g o t r y ,  a n d  a l l  a b u s e s  a n d  p r e t e n c e s  w i l l  i n  t im e  b e  

b u r ie d  o u t  o f  s i g h t .  P r o m p t i n g  t h e  b e s t  m e n  o f  I n d i a  t o  s e e k  a f t e r  t h e  

t r u t h  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e i r  i n n u m e r a b le  c e r e m o n i a l s  a n d  p u z z l in g  d o g 

m a s ,  t h i s  s p i r i t  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  r e v i v e  t h e  p u r e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  R i s h i s  

a n d ,  i n  r e s t o r in g  i t  t o  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  g i v e  b a c k  t o  t h e m  t h e  h e a r t  

t o  l o v e ,  a p p r e c ia t e ,  a n d  d o  l o y a l  d u t y  t o  t h e i r  “  d i s t r e s s f u l  c o u n t r y .”  

T h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  m a n k in d ,  s o  l o n g  p r o 

l o n g e d  u n d e r  a  f a l s e  i d e a  o f  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  n a t u r e ,  w i l l  b e  e x c h a n g e d  

f o r  t h e  m o r e  c o r r e c t  i d e a  o f  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  a l l  n a t io n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  u n i t y  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  t h e i r  s u b o r d in a t io n  t o  t h e  

s u p e r io r  m a j e s t y  o f  t r u t h .  T h e  o c e a n  o f  S a n s k r i t  l e a r n i n g  h a s  n o t  y e t  

b e e n  s o u n d e d  b y  m o d e r n  p lu m m e t ,  o n l y  a  f e w  p e a r l s  h a v e  b e e n  r e 

c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  b a n k s  n e a r  t h e  s h o r e .  T h e  t r u e  a n d  o n l y  s o u n d i n g - l i n e  

i s  t h e  g o ld e n  s t r a n d  o f  E s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  t h a t  r u n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

s c r ip t u r a l  t e x t s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t e a c h i n g s .  R a m  M o h u n  R o y  k n e w  

o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  s o u g h t  f o r  i t  i n  T i b e t — w h e r e  S w e d e n b o r g  t o ld  u s  

t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  L o s t  W o r d  ; t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  k n o w s  o f  i t ,  h a s  

b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  h a n d l e  i t  a  l i t t l e ,  a n d  h a s  t o ld  a l l  s e e k e r s  h o w  i t  m a y  

b e  f u l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  u t i l i z e d .  T h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  o u r  h o ld  u p o n  t h e  

H i n d u  h e a r t  d e s p i t e  a l l  o u r  f a u l t s  a n d  a l l  t h e  f a l s i f i c a t io n s  a b o u t  u s .  I  

c a n  c i t e  a n  e x a m p l e  i n  a  p a r a g r a p h  I  h a v e  r e a d  t h i s  v e r y  d a y  in  t h e  

Mirror. T h e  Indian Witness, a  M is s io n a r y  ( P r o t e s t a n t ,  o f  c o u r s e )  o r g a n  

i n  B e n g a l ,  c o m m e n t i n g  in  a  v e r y  u n g e n t l e m a n l i k e  s t y l e  u p o n  t h e  

r u m o u r  o f  m y  r e t i r e m e n t ,  c lo s e d  i t s  u n d ig n i f i e d  a t t a c k  b y  s a y i n g  “  T h e o 

s o p h y  h a s  i g n o m i n i o u s l y  f a i l e d  in  t h e  E a s t  j u s t  a s  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  i n  

t h e  W e s t . ”  T h e  Mirror E d i t o r  t h e r e u p o n  r e t o r t s  : “  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  

d o n e  m o r e  g o o d  f o r  I n d i a  w i t h i n  a  d o z e n  y e a r s  t h a n  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  

w h o l e  b o d y  o f  M is s io n a r ie s  f o r  n e a r ly  a  c e n t u r y . ”  W h y  w i l l  n o t  t h o s e  

f o o l i s h  l i t t l e  p e o p le  l e a r n  t h e  g r e a t  l e s s o n  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  p o e t  M i l t o n ,  

t h a t  “  T r u t h  i s  a s  im p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  s o i l e d  b y  a n y  o u t w a r d  t o u c h  a s  

t h e  s u n b e a m .”  T h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  c o n v e r t  I n d i a  b y  ig n o r i n g  t h e  s o c i a l



force at work beneath their Mission-houses, by ignorantly reviling the 
Hindu religions, nor by foolishly pitting fiftli-rate graduates of theo
logical colleges to debate Eastern Philosophy with such Indians as the 
late Mr. Subba Row, the living Mr. Manilal, or any other clever man 
of the class of which they are fair types.

H. S. O lcott.

“  MENTAL EVOLUTION IN ANIMALS.” *

(Continued from page 145.,)
I T goes, of course, without saying that the emotional and other 

developments in animals are in an as yet rudimentary stage. Still 
it is a most striking fact to know as a matter of inductive certainty that 
all the human mental attributes, save the moral sense proper, the religious 
bias, and the sense of the sublime, and intentional conceptual idea
tion (through language) are met with in the bud in animals. (Cf. 
also “ Mental Evolution in Man,” pp. 6—12, and 40—69, “ Logic of 
Recepts”).t Free-will, if a fact at all, grows out of conscious introspec
tive thought and so follows the rise or conceptual ideation. Let me 
here add that the diagram referred to is only treated of here in its
most impressive aspects.

Reducing the contention to its kernel, we find that the germ of all 
human mental superiority over the animal springs out of the germ 
of conceptual ideation. And as this only grows, as may be proved, on 
the vine-prop of language, the intellectual gap between the primeval 
Ape-Man and the lowest savage (with little or no power of abstraction) 
seems to be satisfactorily bridged. We should very much like to know 
how the anthropological scheme in the “ Secret Doctrine” is going 
to accommodate this fact. The modern Evolutionist triumphs all along

the The chapter on Sensation contains some interesting observations of 
animal progress in this direction. Among such are the susceptibility of 
many unicellular and protoplasmic organisms to light and the notable 
endowments of the Medusa on p. 101. Preyer’s theory of the origin and 
development of the Colour sense from that of mere temperature is exa
mined evidently in a sympathetic spirit. Allusion is also made to the now 
indisputable evidence of the evolution of the special senses from modi
fications of the nerves of the integument. Thus the olfactory membrane 
in the human embryo begins as a pitting of the skin subsequently 
grown over by the structures found to surround it m the adult. Even 
the marvellously elaborate rods and cones of the vertebrate eye are but 
modified epidermal cells. And so on. Similarly, to descend the ladder 
and take up the general problem of nerve-origins it is found that the 
rudimentary ganglia of jelly-fish more of ten resemble modified epidermal 
cells than true nerve-cells as evolved higher up in the organic hierarchy.
----- # B y  G . J. Romanes, M.A., l l . d ,  f. R. s . ,  Kegan Paul, Trench and Co. ^

f  “ All the higher animals possess ia  various degrees the faculty of inferring. 
R ental Evolutiou in Man, p. 12.

T h e  “  o c c u l t ”  v i e w  t h a t  d e v e lo p m e n t  t a k e s  p la c e  u f r o m  w i t h in  w i t h o u t ”  

d o e s  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  s e e m  c o r r e c t .  A  r e a l l y  c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h o  

p h e n o m e n a  o f  s e n s e - e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  e x p l a i n e d  f o r  in s t a n c e  b y  H a e c k e l ,  

( O r i g i n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S e n s e - o r g a n s )  n e g a t i v e s  t h e  n o t io n  

w i t h  e m p h a s i s .

T h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  P l e a s u r e s  a n d  P a i n s ,  M e m o r y  a n d  t h e  

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  I d e a s .  P a i n s ,  s a y s  S p e n c e r ,  a r e  d u e  e i t h e r  to  e x c e s s  o r  

w a n t  o f  a c t io n  ( c r a v i n g ) ,  c la s s e s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  g e n e r a l l y  t o  B a in ' s  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a c u t e  a n d  m a s s i v e  p a i n s  ( p .  1 0 5 ) .  P l e a s u r e  a t t e n d s  

t h e  m e d iu m  d e g r e e  o f  n e r v o u s  a c t io n .

M r . G r a n t  A l l e n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  a b le  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t  

s h o w s  b y  m a n y  e x a m p le s *  t h a t  “  t h e  A c u t e  p a in s ,  a s  a  c la s s ,  a r i s e  f r o m  

t h e  a c t io n  o f  s u r r o u n d in g  d e s t r u c t i v e  a g e n c i e s  ; t h e  M a s s iv e  p a in s ,  a s  a  

c la s s ,  f r o m  e x c e s s i v e  f u n c t i o n  o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t  n u t r i m e n t , ”  a l s o  t h a t  

“ M a s s iv e  p a i n s  w h e n  p u s h e d  t o  a n  e x t r e m e ,  m e r g e  in t o  t h e  A c u t e  

c l a s s , ”  s o  t h a t  “ t h e  t w o  c l a s s e s  a r e  r a t h e r  in d e f in i t e  i n  t h e i r  l i m i t s ,  

b e i n g  s i m p l y  a  c o n v e n i e n t  w o r k i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  n o t  a  n a t u r a l  d iv i s io n . ’*

P a m s  a c c o m p a n y  d i s r u p t io n  o r  d i s r u p t i v e  t e n d e n c y  in  t h e  b o d i l y  

t i s s u e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  c o n n e c t e d  b y  a f f e r e n t  c e r e b r o - s p in a l  n e r v e s  

w i t h  t h e  b r a m . “ T h e r e  i s  t o  b e  p e r c e i v e d  n o t  m e r e l y  a  g e n e r a l  q u a l i 

t a t i v e ,  b u t  a l s o  a  r o u g h l y  q u a n t i t a t i v e ,  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

p a m  a n d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  hurtfulness, a s  w e l l  a s  b e t w e e n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p l e a 

s u r e  a n d  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  w h o l e s o m e n e s s ” ( p .  1 0 7 ) .  A n d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l e a 

s u r e  r e s u l t  f r o m  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  n e r v o u s  o r g a n s  w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  

a r e  m o s t  i n t e r m i t t e n t .  A n d  i t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e l l  t o  n o t e  “ t h a t  t h e  

amount o f  p l e a s u r e  i s  in  t h e  d i r e c t  r a t io  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n e r v e - f ib r e s  

in v o l v e d ,  a n d  i n  t h e  in v e r s e  r a t io  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  f r e q u e n c y  o f  e x c i t a 

t io n .  H e n c e  “  w e  s e e  ( q u o t i n g  A l l e n )  w h e r e i n  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  P l e a s u r e  

f a i l s  t o  b e  e x a c t l y  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  P a i n ,  j u s t  a s  t h e i r  

o b j e c t i v e  a n t e c e d e n t s  ( ? )  s i m i l a r l y  f a i l .  M a s s iv e  P l e a s u r e  c a n  s e ld o m  

a t t a i n  o r  n e v e r  a t t a i n  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  M a s s i v e  P a i n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  o r g a n 

i s m  c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  d o w n  t o  a lm o s t  a n y  p o i n t  o f  in a n i t io n  o r  e x h a u s 

t i o n ;  b u t  m  e f f i c ie n t  w o r k i n g  c a n n o t  b e  r a i s e d  v e r y  h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  

a v e r a g e .  S i m i l a r l y  a n y  s p e c i a l  o r g a n  o r  p l e x u s  o f  n e r v e s  c a n  u n d e r g o  

a n y  a m o u n t  o f  v i o l e n t  d i s r u p t io n  o r  w a s t i n g  a w a y ,  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  e x t r e m e -  

y  A c u t e  P a m s ;  b u t  o r g a n s  a r e  v e r y  s e ld o m  s o  h i g h l y  n u r t u r e d  a n d  s o  

o n g  d e p r iv e d  o f  t h e i r  a p p r o p r ia t e  s t i m u l a n t  a s  t o  g i v e  r i s e  t o  v e r y  

c u t e  P l e a s u r e . ”  T h e  m o s t  p l e a s u r a b le  e x p e r i e n c e  a t t e n d s  f u n c t io n s  

m o s t  im p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  i t s  s p e c i e s .  H e r e  i t  

i s  u r g e d  w e  h a v e  a  w id e  s p h e r e  f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  N a t u r a l  S e l e c t io n .

D r .  R o m a n e s  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  a  g i v e n  M e m o r y  i s  n o t  “  s t o r e d  u p ” i n  

a n y  c e l l  b u t  i n v o l v e s  a  multiplicity o f  n e r v o u s  e l e m e n t s .  B a i n ’s  v i e w  i s  

t h a t  in  a  r e v i v e d  s o u n d , & c ., “  t h e  r e n e w e d  f e e l i n g  o c c u p ie s  t h e  v e r y  

s a m e  p a r t s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  o r ig in a l  f e e l i n g ,  a n d  n o  

o t h e r  p a r t s ,  n o r  in  a n y  o t h e r  a s s ig n a b le  m a n n e r ” ( S e n s e s  a n d  I n t e l l e c t ,

* “ Physiological



3 3 8 ) .  T h i s  t h e o r y  h e  h o ld s  t o  b e  t o o  p r e m a t u r e .  Ifc is ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n o  

s fc ro n g ly  s u p p o r t e d  b y  m a n y  v a r i e d  c o n s id e r a t io n s .  R o m a n e s ’ s t a g e s  o f  

t r u e  m e m o r y  a r e :  1 . T h a t  o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  a f t e r - e f f e c t  o f  a  

s t im u lu s  o n  i t s  w i t h d r a w a l .  (E . gr., a  r e t i n a l  p i c t u r e  o f  s u n  a f t e r  s h u t t i n g  

o u r  e y e s ) .  2 .  F e e l i n g  a  p r e s e n t  s e n s a t i o n  t o  b e  l i k e  a  p a s t  o n e ,  w i t h o u t  

a n  in t e r im  r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  o r  e v e n  i t s  c o n t e m p la t io n  as an idea 
w h e n  r e v i v e d .  E. g., r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  s w e e t  t a s t e  o f  m i l k  b y  n e w l y  b o r n  

in f a n t s .  [ I  c o n f e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  c a n n o t  s e e  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  b y  d e n y i n g  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a s s o c ia t io n  h e r e ,  h o w e v e r  c lo s e  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t  o f  

m e m o r y - t a s t e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e n s a t i o n ]  .*  3 .  W h e r e  s t i l l  w i t h o u t  a s s o 

c ia t io n ,  a  p r e s e n t  i s  f e l t  a s  unlike a  p a s t  s e n s a t i o n  (E. g., a n  i n f a n t  a  f e w  

d a y s  o ld  i s  a b le  t o  d e t e c t  a  c h a n g e  i n  i t s  m i l k ) .  A n d  n o w ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

R o m a n e s ,  s u p e r v e n e s  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I d e a s ,  a g a in  m a r k e d  o ff  f o r  c o n 

v e n ie n c e  i n t o  f u r t h e r  s t a g e s .  S i m p l e  I d e a s  a s s o c ia t e  in t o  c o m p o s i t e  i d e a s  

( h o u s e ,  t r e e )  a n d  s e r i a l  s t r i n g s  b y  c o n t i g u i t y ,  a n a lo g o u s ly ,  t o  t h e  a s s o 

c ia t i o n  o f  c o m b in e d  a n d  s e r i a l  n e r v o - m u s c u l a r  c h a n g e s .  T o  t h e s e  t w o ,  

A s s o c ia t io n  b y  s i m i l a r i t y  m u s t  b e  a d d e d .  “  T h e  f o r c e  p f  c o n t i g u i t y  

s t r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  m in d  w o r d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  u t t e r e d  t o g e t h e r  ; t h e  

f o r c e  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  b r in g s  f o r w a r d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  a n d  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  c o n n e x io n s  a n d  m a k e s  a  n e w  t r a i n  o u t  o f  m a n y  o ld  

o n e s ” ( S e n s e s  a n d  I n t e l l e c t ,  4 6 9 ) .  I n  c o n t ig u o u s  i m a g e r y  p r o p e r  w e  

h a v e  two ideas a t  l e a s t ,  p l u s  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  f o r m e r  relation of 
co-existence or sequence b e t w e e n  t h e m .  A s s o c i a t i o n  b y  s i m i l a r i t y  i m p l i e s  

a  h i g h e r  s t a g e  o f  m e n t a l  e v o l u t i o n  t h a n  i t s  f e l l o w ,  c o n t e n d s  o u r  a u t h o r .  

T h e  f in a l  s t a g e  o f  M e m o r y — r e c o l l e c t i o n — i n v o l v e s  deliberate s e a r c h i n g  

o f  t h e  m in d  f o r  a n  o ld  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  i s  s e e m i n g l y  n o t  c o n f in e d  t o  

m a n , b u t  e x e r c i s e d  a l s o  b y  m o n k e y s .

P e r c e p t i o n  i s  d e f in e d  a s  a  “  m e n t a l  c l a s s i f y i n g  o f  s e n s a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  

o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  whether ancestral o r  i n d i v i d u a l . ”  I t s  s t a g e s  a r e  : 1 .  

T h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  s p a t i a l  o b j e c t  s i m p l y  a s  a n  o b j e c t ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  

t a c t ,  t a s t e ,  s m e l l ,  h e a r i n g  o r  s i g h t .  2 .  P e r c e p t i o n  o f  a  q u a l i t y  o r  q u a l i 

t i e s  o f  a n  o b j e c t ,  a s  l i k e  o r  u n l ik e ,  t h a t  o r  t h o s e ,  g i v e n  b y  s u c h  a n  o b j e c t  

i n  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e .  S iz e ,  fo r m ,  c o lo u r ,  l i g h t ,  s h a d e ,  r e s t ,  m o t io n ,  & c. 

3 . T h e  g r o u p i n g  o f  o b j e c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  q u a l i t i e s ,  e. g., a  f r u i t  a c c o r d 

i n g  t o  i t s  c o lo u r ,  & c. 4 .  P e r c e p t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  a  m e n t a l  a d d i t io n  t o

t h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  g i v e n  c o n t e n t  o f  s e n s a t i o n ,  e. g., in f e r e n c e  o f  a  d o g  f r o m  

a  g r o w l .  I n  i t s  h i g h e r  s t a g e s  p e r c e p t i o n  i n v o l v e s  i n f e r e n c e .  T h u s

“ P e r c e p t io n  m a y  b e  s a i d .......... t o  c o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  o f  p s y c h o l o g y ,  f r o m

t h e  c o n f in e s  o f  a n  a l m o s t  u n f e l t  s e n s a t i o n  u p  t o  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a n

*  O f  c o u r s e  fche a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  nofc  p r e s e n t  a s  s n c h ,  bufc fche o r i g i n a l  i m p r e s s i o n  
i s  r e s u s c ifc a fc e d . A n d  w h afc  i s  fch is bufc  a s s o c i a t i o n  P

T o u c h i n g  fchis s t a g e  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x t r a c t  f r o m  D a r w i n  g i v e n .  “  Ifc i a  
a s s e r t e d  ( b y  S i r  B .  B r o d i e )  th a fc  i f  a  c a l f  o r  i n f a n t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  s u c k l e d  b y  i t a  
m o t h e r ,  i t  i s  v e r y  m u c h  e a s i e r  t o  b r i n g  u p  b y  h a n d  t h a n  i f  i t  h a s  s u c k e d  o n l y  o n c e .  
S o ,  a g a i n ,  K i r b y  a n d  S p e n c e  s t a t e  ( f r o m  R e a u m u r ,  ‘ E n t o m o l o g y ,  V o l .  I ,  p .  3 9 1 )  th a fc  
l a r v ®  a f t e r  h a v i n g  ‘ f e d  f o r  a  t i m e  o n  o n e  p l a n t *  w i l l  d i e  r a t h e r  t h a n  e a t  a n o t h e r ,  
w h i c h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e en  p e r f e c t ly  a c c e p ta b le  to  th e m  i f  a c c u s to m e d  fco ifc f r o m  th o  
f i r s t s

o b s c u r c  t r u t h  in  s c i e n c e  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ' ’ ( 1 2 9 ) .  I v e n t u r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  

t h i n k  thafc t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  c o n f u s e s  t h e  o r d i n a r i l y  c l e a r  l in e  o f  d e m a r 

c a t i o n  d r a w n  u p  b e t w e e n  p e r c e p t io n  a n d  i n f e r e n c e  b y  M i l l  a n d  o t h e r s .  

F o r  t h o u g h  t o  p e r c e i v e  a  t h i n g  a s  s u c h  o r  s u c h  in f e r e n c e  i s  in v o l v e d ,  

t h i s  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  s i m p l y  i l l u m i n e s  t h e  o b j e c t  s o  a s s i m i l a t e d .  I n f e 

r e n t i a l  a d d i t io n  o f  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  r e l a t io n s ,  o f  “present 
2)ossibilities” o f  s e n s a t i o n ,  a s ,  f o l l o w i n g  M i l l ,  w e  m a y  t e r m  t h e m , c a r r ie s  u s  

in t o  a  n e w  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d o m a in .  T o  m a k e  a  t e r m  P e r c e p t io n  c o v e r  

t h e  w h o le  g r o u n d  o f  p s y c h o l o g y  i s  t o  s t r i p  ifc o f  m e a n in g ,  f o r  t e r m s  o n l y  

h a v e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  b y  v i r t u e  o f  c o n t r a s t .  A n d  c o m m o n  s e n s e  d o e s  a s s u r e d ly  

e r e c t  a  b a r r i e r  b e t w e e n  i n f e r e n c e  a s  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  o f  a n  o b j e c t  a n d  

i n f e r e n c e  a s  y i e l d i n g  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  p r e s e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e n s a t io n .

T h e  h e r e d i t a r y  e l e m e n t  i n  p e r c e p t io n ,  p r e s e n t ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  in  I h e  

h u m a n  s p a c e  i n t u i t i o n ,  i s  m a r k e d l y  p r o m i n e n t  in  a n im a l s .  T h u s  k i d s  

a n d  c h ic k e n s  a r e  c i t e d  a s  h a v i n g  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i v e  m a c h in e r y  in  parfc 

r e a d y  m a d e .  G a l e n ’s  n e w - b o r n  k i d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s e l e c t e d  a  b o w l  o f  

m i l k  b y  m e a n s  o f  s m e l l .  T h e  s m e l l  o f  a  d o g  w i l l  cause n e w ly  b o r n  

k i t t e n s  t o  “  s p i t . ”  T h e  n e w l y  h a t c h e d  c h i c k  w i l l  p e c k  w i t h  a c c u r a c y  

( S p a l d i n g ) .  B ir d s  i n d e e d  h a v e  t h e i r  s e n s e s  f u l l y  in  c o m m a n d  s o o n  a f t e r  

b e i n g  h a t c h e d . '  R e p t i l e s  a n d  in v e r t e b r a t e  a n im a l s  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  c i r c u m 

s t a n c e d .  T h c  c o u n t l e s s  r e a d y  m a d e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  I n s t i n c t  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  

f a c t .  F o r  i t  n o  h y p o t h e t i c a l  K a r m a ,  bufc d e m o n s t r a b l y  n e r v o u s  m a c h i 

n e r y ,  i s  a c c o u n t a b le .

S o m e  s p a c e  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  a  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p h y s i o l o g y  o f  th e  n e r v o u s  

c o n c o m i t a n t s  o f  p e r c e p t io n .  A  v a l u a b l e  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h e s  o f  

s c i e n t i s t s  a s  t o  t h e  “  r e a c t i o n  t i m e ” o f  s t i m u l i  i s  g i v e n  ( p p .  1 3 2 — 1 3 9 ) .  

T h is  t i m e  c o n c e r n s  t h e  i n t e r v a l  b e t w i x t  s t i m u l u s  a n d  m u s c u la r  

r e s p o n s e .  T h e  t i m e  t a k e n  b y  a  h u m a n  n e r v e  c e n t r e  i n  t r a n s m i t t i n g  

a  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  r e f le x  a c t i o n  o f  automatic c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  e y e l i d  v a r i e s  

b e t w e e n  0 * 0 4 7 1  a n d  0 * 0 5 5 5  o f  a  s e c o n d — according to force of stimulus 
( E x n e r ) .  F o r  volitional signalling b y  t h e  h a n d  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  a n  e l e c 

t r i c  s h o c k  i t  i s  0  0 8 2 8  o r  a b o u t  t w i c e  a s  lo n g .  T o  s u m m a r is e ,  m e n 

t a l l y  a c c o m p a n ie d  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  s l o w e r  t h a n  r e f le x ,  t h o u g h  p r a c t ic e  m a y  

d i m i n i s h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  D i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  o b t a in e d  w i t h  

t h e  s e n s e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s ,  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  d r u g s ,  a lc o h o l ,  

& c., a s  a l s o  i n  h y p n o t i c  s t a t e s .  M in d  i s  h e r e  c o m p le t e ly  d e p e n d e n t  o n  

b o d y .  E x p e r i m e n t  s h o w s ,  in  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  “ q u ic k e r  t h a n  

t h o u g h t ”  is ,  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  o b s o le t e  ! R e f le x  a c t io n  i s  q u ic k e r  ! 

T h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  i n  t h e  E d d a  o f  T h o r  w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  a  l i e g e m a n  

i n  a  r a c e  w i t h  “  T h o u g h t ”  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  H r im t h u r s e s .  N e x t  t i m e  

h e  w i l l  d o  w e l l  t o  p u t  R e f l e x  a c t io n  a g a i n s t  t h a t  a g i l e  a t h l e t e .

R o m a n e s ’ in f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  in v o l v e s  

g a n g l i o n i c  h e s i t a n c y  r u n s  a s  f o l l o w s : “  P s y c h i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  c o n s t i t u t e  

t h e  subjective expression o f  o b j e c t i v e  t u r m o i l  a m o n g  m o le c u la r  f o r c e s ;  

r e f le x  a c t io n  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  r a p id  m o v e m e n t  o f  a  w e l l - o i l e d  

m a c h in e ,  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  t h o  h e a t  e v o l v e d  b y  th e  in t e a n a l  f r ic t io n  o i



s o m e  o t h e r  m a c h in e ,  a n d  p s y c h ic a l  p r o c e s s e s  a.s t h e  h e a t  w h ic h  i s  g i v e n  

ou t. w h e n  s u c h  h e a t  r i s e s  t o  r e d n e s s . ” . .  . .  “ P s y c h i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  a r i s e  w i t h  

u v i v i d n e s s  a n d  in t r i c a c y  p r o p o r t io n a t e  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  g a n g l i o n i c  f r i c 

t i o n  . . .  a s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  

D o n d e r s ”  . . . ( 1 4 1 ) .  H e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e q u a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  m a t e r i a l i s m  

a n d  d u a l i s m  i n  p s y c h o l o g y .  O n  m e t a p h y s i c  p r o p e r  h e  i s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  

to  t o u c h .  I  n e e d  n o t ,  a f t e r  p r e v io u s  e s s a y s ,  d o  m o r e  t h a n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i e s  o f  m o n is m  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a t ib l e  w i t h  a  t r a n s c e n 

d e n t a l  I d e a l i s m ,  s u c h  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  S c h e l l i n g .

D e a l i n g  w i t h  I m a g i n a t i o n  t h e  a u t h o r  t a b u l a t e s  f o u r  s t a g e s — s i m p l e  

r e c u r r e n c e  o f  a n  i m a g e  o f  a  p r e v i o u s  s e n s a t i o n ,  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  i m a g e  

o f  a n  a b s e n t  o b j e c t  b y  a n o t h e r  p r e s e n t ,  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a n  i m a g e  b y  a n  

i d e a l  a n t e c e d e n t  [ s e l f - s u s t a i n e d  i m a g i n a t i o n ] ,  a n d ,  i n t e n t i o n a l  c o m b i n a 

t i o n  o f  id e a s .  S o m e  s t r i k i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  a n im a l  i m a g i n a t i o n  a r e  

h e r e  r e c o r d e d .  I n  “  M e n t a l  E v o l u t i o n  i n  M a n ,”  b y  t h e  w a y ,  a  v e r y  

r e m a r k a b le  c a s e  o f  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  im a g e r y  b y  a  d o g  i s  

a d d u c e d .  A c c u s t o m e d  f o r m e r ly  t o  c h a s e  p i g s ,  h e  w a s  o b s e r v e d  t o  c o u r t  

,e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  i d e a l l y  r e h e a r s i n g  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  w h e n  d e p r i v e d  

o f  t h a t  f a s c i n a t i n g  d iv e r s i o n  in concreto.
A s  y e t  n o t  h a l f  o f  o u r  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  s k im m e d .  T h e  

d i f f i c u l t  p r o b le m  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  I n s t i n c t  h a s  n o w  t o  b e  e n t e r e d  

u p o n ,  a n d  w i t h  i t  t h o s e  m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  d e v e lo p m e n t s  i n  w h i c h  a n i m a l  

r a t i o n a l i t y  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  i m p i n g e s  o n  h u m a n .  T h e  w e a l t h  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  a n d  c i t a t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  i n v e s t e d  h i s  r e 

s e a r c h e s  r e n d e r s  a n  a d e q u a t e  resume d i f f i c u l t .  A l r e a d y  t h e  s u b j e c t  h a s  

i n v o l v e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  n o  m e a n  c o m p l e x i t y .  L e t  u s  a c c o r d i n g l y  

p r e f a c e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  I n s t i n c t  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  d e f in i t i o n  o f  t h a t  

p h e n o m e n o n :—
“ I n s t i n c t  i s  r e f l e x  a c t io n  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  im p o r t e d  t h e  e l e m e n t  

o f  consciousness. T h e  t e r m  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  g e n e r i c  o n e ,  c o m p r i s i n g  a l!  

t h o s e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  m i n d  w h i c h  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  i n  c o n s c io u s  o r  a d a p t i v e  

a c t io n ,  a n t e c e d e n t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r y  k n o w 

le d g e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m e a n s  e m p l o y e d  a n d  e n d s  a t t a i n e d ,  b u t  

s im i l a r l y  p e r f o r m e d  u n d e r  s i m i l a r  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r r in g  circum
s t a n c e s  b y  a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  of t h e  s a m e  s p e c i e s ” ( 1 5 9 ) .  A  s t i m u l u s  

t o  i n s t i n c t  i s  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  w h e n  s u b j e c t i v e l y  v i e w e d ,  a  p e r c e p t io n ,  

w h i l e  i n  m e r e  r e f l e x  a c t io n  i t  i s  a  s e n s a t i o n .  I t  d e s e r v e s  n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  t h e  w o r d s  “ f r e q u e n t l y  r e c u r r i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ”  d o  n o t  h o l d  

g o o d  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h u s  s o m e  i n s t i n c t s  o n l y  o c c u r  o n c e  i n  

i t s  l i f e - t e r m  a s  m a y  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  A p p e n d i x  c o n t a i n i n g  D a r w i n ’s  

v a l u a b l e  e s s a y .  T h e  g r e a t  n a t u r a l i s t  r e m a r k s ,  a p r o p o s  o f  N a t u r a l  S e l e c 

tion A n  i n s t i n c t  p e r f o r m e d  only once d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  a n  a n i m a l  

a p p e a r s  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  a  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  o n  o u r  t h e o r y ;  b u t  i f  i n d i s 

p e n s a b l e  t o  t h e  a n i m a l ’s  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  v a l i d  r e a s o n  w h y  i t  s h o u l d  

n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a c q u ir e d  t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t io n ,  l i k e  c o r p o r e a l  s t r u c 

t u r e s  u « e d  o n ly  o n  . o n e  o c c a s io n ,  l i k e  t h e  h a r d  t i p  t o  t h e  c h ic k e n .’#

b e a k ,  o r  l ik e  t l i e  t e m p o r a r y  j a w s  o f  t h e  p u p a  o f  t h e  C a d d i s - f ly  o r  P h r y -  

g a n e a ,  w h ic h  a r e  e x c l u s i v e l y  u s e d  f o r  c u t t i n g  o p e n  t h e  s i l k e n  d o o r s  o f  i t s  

c u r io u s  c a s e  a n d  t h e n  t h r o w n  o f f  f o r  e v e r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  im p o s 

s i b l e  n o t  t o  f e e l  u n b o u n d e d  a s t o n i s h m e n t ,  w h e n  o n e  r e a d s  o f  s u c h  

c a s e s  a s  t h a t  o f  a  c a t e r p i l l a r  f i r s t  s u s p e n d i n g  i t s e l f  b y  i t s  t a i l  t o  a  

l i t t l e  h i l l o c k  o f  s i l k  a t t a c h e d  t o  s o m e  o b j e c t ,  a n d  t h e n  u n d e r g o i n g  i t s  

m e t a m o r p h o s i s  ; t h e n ,  a f t e r  a  t im e ,  s p l i t t i n g  o p e n  o n e  s id e  a n d  e x p o s i n g  

t h e  p u p a ,  d e s t i t u t e  o f  l i m b s  o r  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ,  a n d  l y i n g  lo o s e  w i t h i n  

t h e  lower p a r t  o f  t h e  o ld  b a g - l i k e  s p l i t  s k i n  o f  t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r : t h i s  s k in  

s e r v e s  a s  a  la d d e r ,  w h i c h  t h e  p u p a  a s c e n d s  b y  s e i z i n g  o n  p o r t io n s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  c r e a s e s  o f  i t s  a b d o m in a l  s e g m e n t s  a n d  t h e n  s e a r c h i n g  w i t h  i t s  t a i l ,  

w h i c h  i s  p r o v id e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  h o o k s ,  t h u s  a t t a c h e s  i t s e l f ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  

d i s e n g a g e s  a n d  c a s t s  o f f  t h e  s k i n  w h i c h  h a d  s e r v e d  i t  f o r  a  la d d e r .  [  

a m  t e m p t e d  to  g i v e  o n e  o t h e r  a n a lo g o u s  in s t a n c e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r  

o f  a  b u t t e r f ly  ( Jhekla)  w h i c h  f e e d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p o m e g r a n a t e ,  b u t  w h e n  

f u l l  f e d  g n a w s  i t s  w a y  o u t  ( t h u s  m a k i n g  t h e  e x i t  o f  t h e  b u t t e r f ly  p o s s i b lo  

b e f o r e  i t s  w i n g s  a r e  f u l l y  e x p a n d e d ) ,  a n d  t h e n  a t t a c h e s  w i t h  s i l k  

t h r e a d s  t h e  p o i n t  t o  t h e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  t r e e ,  t h a t  i t  m a y  n o t  f a l l  b e f o r e  

t h e  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  i s  c o m p l e t e .  H e n c e ,  a s  i n  s o  m a n y  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  t h o  

l a r v a  w o r k s  o n  t h i s  o c c a s io n  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p u p a  a n d  o f  t h e  

m a t u r e  i n s e c t .  O u r  a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  t h i s  m a n o e u v r e  i s  l e s s e n e d  i n  a  

v e r y  s l i g h t  d e g r e e  w h e n  w e  h e a r  t h a t  s e v e r a l  c a t e r p i l l a r s  a t t a c h  m o r e  

o r  l e s s  p e r f e c t l y  w i t h  s i l k e n  t h r e a d s  l e a v e s  t o  s t e m s  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  

s a f e t y  ; a n d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  c a t e r p i l l a r ,  b e f o r e  c h a n g i n g  in t o  a  p u p a ,  b e n d s  

t h e  e d g e s  o f  a  l e a f  t o g e t h e r ,  c o a t s  o n e  s u r f a c e  w i t h  a  s i l k  w e b ,  a n d  

a t t a c h e s  t h i s  w e b  t o  t h e  f o o t - s t a l k  a n d  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  t r e e  ; t h e  l e a f  

a f t e r w a r d s  b e c o m e s  b r i t t l e  a n d  s e p a r a t e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  s i l k e n  c o c o o n  

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f o o t - s t a l k  a n d  b r a n c h ; in  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  p r o c e s s  d i f f e r s  

b u t  l i t t l e  f r o m  t h e  o r d in a r y  f o r m a t io n  o f  a  c o c o o n  a n d  i t s  a t t a c h m e n t  to .  

a n y  o b j e c t ”  ( 3 7 7 - 8 ) .

P a s s i n g  o n w a r d  D r .  R o m a n e s  r e v i e w s  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t h e  P e r f e c t io n  

o f  ( i n s t i n c t  1 6 1 - 7 ) ,  t h e  i m p e r f e c t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t  ( 1 6 7 - 1 7 6 )  a n d  t h e  f a c t o r s  

o r i g i n a t i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  i n s t i n c t  ( 1 7 7 — 3 1 7 ) . *  T h e  e x a m p le s  of 
i m p e r f e c t  i n s t i n c t  a r e ,  f r o m  t h e  t e l e o l o g i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  o f  e x ce e d in g *  

i n t e r e s t .  T h e y ,  i n  m a j o r  p a r t ,  i n d i c a t e  i n  a n  u n m is t a k a b l e  m a n n e r  t h e  

e v o l u t i o n a l  o r ig in s  o f  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  a n im a l  p s y c h o lo g y .  S u b j o in e d  

i s  a  l i s t  o f  s t r i k i n g  v a l u e .  I  h a v e  s i m p l y  c r a m m e d  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  a a  

c u l l e d  f r o m  t h e  t e x t  a n d  D a r w i n ’s  a p p e n d e d  E s s a y ..

Imperfect Instincts.

F l e s h - f l y  d e p o s i t i n g  e g g s  i n  “ c a r r io n  p l a n t ’* d e c e i v e d  b y  s m e l l ’ 

vice p u t r i d  m e a t .  H o u s e - f ly  d e p o s i t i n g  e g g s  i n  s n u f f .  W a s p s  a n d  b e e s

# (No instinct needing an educational supplement is, of course, considered as; 
perfect). The marvellous amount of ready-made knowledge with which chickens 
some mammals, <fcc., enter on life is well given by Spalding (Macmillan's Magazine 
Feby. 1873). A young bee, when its wings are dry, is able to collect honey and build 
a cell as well as its maturer fellows. The “ enormous body of instincts,” all bearing 
ou different environments and habits, presented by insects at various stages of their' 
metamorphoses, is to be adduced on the perfect aide of lhe inquiry.



v i s i t i n g  f l o w e r s  o n  w a l l - p a p e r :  D i t t o  s p h ir ix - m o t h .  P a r r o t  a c c u s t o m e d

o  f e e d  o n  f lo w e r s  o f  E u c a ly p t u s ,  t r y i n g  t o  g o r g e  f lo w e r s  o n  c o t t o n  d r e s s -  

H o n e y - s e e k i n g  in s e c t s  m i s t a k i n g  s a lm o n - f l i e s  o f  a n g le r  f o r  floW ei'S , & c . & c. 

B e e  l i g h t i n g  o n  a  s e a - a n e m o n e  fo r  f lo w e r .  F e m a l e  s p id e r s  d e v o u r i n g  

m a l e s  a f t e r  p a ir in g .  H u m b l e - b e e  w o r k e r s  t r y i n g  a l w a y s  t o  d e v o u r  e g g a  

o f  t h e i r  o w n  q u e e n  ! Q u e e n  h i v e  b e e  u n f e r t i l i z e d  l a y i n g  m a l e  ( d r o n e )  

e g g s  in  w o r k e r  a n d  r o y a l  c e l l s  ! T h e  w o r k e r s  a l s o  b lu n d e r ,  f o r  t h e y  s o m e 

t i m e s  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a r  q u e e n s  o u t  o f  t h e  d r o n e  larvoB  i n  t h e  r o y a l  c e l l s  b y  

f e e d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  r o y a l  j e l l y .  B e e s  c o l l e c t i n g  d a m p  r y e -  

f lo w e r  vice p o l l e n ,  b u i l d i n g  c e l l s  w r o n g ,  a n d  s t o r i n g  u p  u s e l e s s  q u a n t i t i e s  

o f  p o l l e n .  A n t s  ( F .  r u f a )  c a r r y i n g  p u p a )  s k i n s  t o  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  

d i s t a n c e  a n d  g r o t e s q u e  p o s i t i o n s .  H a r v e s t i n g  a n t s  s t o r i n g  u p  i n  t h e i r  

g r a n a r i e s  g a l l - a p p l e s  a n d  s m a l l  b e a d s  i n  m i s t a k e  f o r  n u t s .  C u c k o o  

l a v i n g  t w o  e g g s  i n  t h e  s a m e  n e s t .  C h u c k l i n g  o f  w i l d  h e n  o f  I n d i a  a f t e r  

l a v i n g  a n  e g g .  P r o m i s c u o u s  d r o p p i n g s  o f  h e r  e g g s  b y  t h e  r h e a .  N u m e r 

o u s  e r r o r s  o f  b ir d s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  s i t e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l  i n  n e s t - b u i l d i n g .  D e l e 

t e r io u s  f lo c k i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  P a s s e n g e r  p i g e o n s  i n  N .  A m e r ic a .  M ig r a 

t io n  o f  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  l e m m i n g s  t o  p e r i s h  b y  m i l l i o n s  i n t o  s e a .  D i t t o  

e l s e w h e r e  w i t h  o r m in e s  a n d  s q u ir r e l s .  I n j u r i o u s  h e r d i n g  o f  a n t e l o p e s  

in  S o u th  A f r i c a .  S c r e a m  o f  s h r e w  m o u s e  o f  t h e  M a u r i t iu s  w h e n  a p p r o a c l i -  

« d . I m p e r f e c t  h e r e d i t a r y  f e a r  o f  r a b b i t s  i n  w e a s e l s ,  & c ., & c. C o m p a r e  

t h e s e  e r r o r s  w i t h  t h o  w o n d e r f u l  c l u e  b y  w h i c h  I c h n e u m o n  w i t h o u t  

individual e x p e r i e n c e  f in d s  a  l a r v a  h i d d e n  i n  t h o  s c a l e s  o f  a  f i r c o n e  a n d  

d e p o s i t s  e g g s  i n  i t ! R o m a n e s  o b s e r v e s ,  t h a t  “  a l t h o u g h  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n s t i n c t s  a r e ,  a s  a  r u le ,  a d j u s t e d  w i t h  a s t o n i s h i n g  n i c e t y  t o  c e r t a i n  

d e f in i t e  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  r e c u r r i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  i s  

m a d e  only w i t h  r e f e r e n o e  t o  t h e s e ,  s o  t h a t  a  v e r y  s m a l l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  

I h e m  i s  s u f f i c ie n t  t o  lo a d  t h e  i n s t i n c t  a s t r a y ”  ( 1 5 9 ) *  T h u s  a  g o o d l y  

p r o p o r t io u  o f  i n s t i n c t s  a r e  f a u l t y ,  b e c a u s o  a s  y e t  u n e v o l v e d ,  i. e., 
d o  n o t  a n s w e r  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a m o n g  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v o  

j i r i s e n  ; o t h e r s  a g a i n  a r e  f a u l t y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  c o n 

d i t i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  l o n g  s in c e  l a p s e d ,  b u t  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  

a n s w e r e d  w e l l  e n o u g h .  A  p l a u s i b l e  i n s t a n c e  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  d r o n e  

m a s s a c r o  a m o n g  h iv e - b e e s .  W h y  w a s  a  s u p e r f l u i t y  o f  h u n g r y  d r o n e s  

a l t o g e t h e r  u n n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o n e  f e m a l e  r e a r e d  i n  t h e  f ir s t  i n s t a n c e  ? I t  

h a s  b e e n  a n s w e r e d ,  B e c a u s e  o n c e  in  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s o c ia l  s t a g e s ,  t h e  b e e s  

l i  v e d  in  s m a l l e r  i n s e c t  s t a t e s  w h e n  t h e  p o s t  o f  m a l e s  w a s  o f  r e a l  u t i l i t y .  

B u t  w h y ,  a s k s  R o m a n e s ,  h a s  n o t  a  ‘ c o m p e n s a t i n g  i n s t i n c t ’ b e e n  s i n c e  d e v e 

lo p m e n t  s a y  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  q u e e n  l a y i n g  s o  m a n y  d r o n e  

e g g s  o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  n a s c e n t  d r o n e s  w h e n  la r v r o  ? H e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  d r o n e s  m a y  h a v e  d o n e  g o o d  h o u s e h o l d  w o r k  o n c e  ( a s  

m a l e s  a in o n g  t h e  w a s p s ) ,  b u t  h a v e  l o s t  t h e s e  u s e f u l  i n s t i n c t s .  A n y h o w ,  

t h e  p r e s e n t  m a s s a c r e  i s  a  f e e b l y  c o n d u c t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e .  A  m o s t  i n t e r -

*  W i t h  t h i s  g o e a  t h e  c u r i o u s  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  I n s t i n c t i v e  g e a r  o f  a n  a n i m a l  c a n  b e  
o f t e n  t h r o w n  o u t  o f  w o r k i n g  o r d e r  b y  c h a n g e s  e n s u i n g  o n  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  a  n o r m a l  
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h u s  y o u n g  d u c k l i n g 3  k e p t  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y *  a f t e r  
h a t c h i n g  l u b s e q u a n t l y  r g f u w i  tu  >vlian al lowed to.

c s t i n g  d i s c u s s io n  o f  i m p e r f e c t  i n s t i n c t  i s  t h a t  o f  D a r w i n  ( p p .  3 7 9 — 3 8 4 ) .  

I t  e x h i b i t s  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  t h o r o u g h n e s s  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  g e n iu s .

I n s t i n c t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  R o m a n e s ,  o w e  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  r i s e  e i t h e r  t o  

n a t u r a l  s e l e c t io n  o f  n o n - i n t e l l i g e n t  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  h a b i t  o r  l a p s i n g  o f  o n c o  

i n t e l l i g e n t  a c t i o n s  i n t o  a c t i o n s  a u t o m a t i c  f o r  t h e  s p e c i e s  b y  d in t  o f  

i n h e r i t e d  n e r v o u s  c o n n e x io n s .  T h e  f o r m e r  a r e  P r im a r y ,-  t h e  l a t t e r  S e c o n 

d a r y .  L e w e s  p i n n e d  h i s  f a i t h  t o  N o .  ( 2 ) ,  w h i l e  S p e n c e r  h o ld s  i n s t i n c t  t o  

b e  ‘ c o m p o u n d  r e f le x  a c t i o n /  h e r a l d i n g  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  

b e l i t t l e s  t h e  p o t e n c y  o f  N a t u r a l  S e l e c t i o n  a s  a  f a c t o r  o f  p r im e  im p o r t a n c e  

i n  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t .  No instinct of a species need ever have been originally 
intelligent, i n  S p e n c e r ’s  v i e w .  N o w  R o m a n e s  t a k e s  a  m id d le  c o u r s e ,  

r e g a r d i n g ,  a s  h e  d o e s ,  r e f l e x  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n t  a c t io n ,  n o t  necessarily i n  t h e  

l i g h t  o f  a n c e s t o r  a n d  s u c c e s s o r ,  b u t  largely a s  b r a n c h e s  d i v e r g i n g  f r o m  

o n e  s t e m .*  H e  s h o w s  ( 1 )  t h a t  n o n - i n t e l l i g e n t  h a b i t s  o f  a  n o n - a d a p t iv e  

c h a r a c t e r  o c c u r  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  ( 2)  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  in h e r i t a b l e ,  ( 3 )  a r e  

t h e n  v a r ia b le ,  ( 4 )  t h a t  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  i n h e r i t a b l e  a n d  m a y  h e n c e  ( 5 )  

b e  g u i d e d  in t o  b e n e f i c ia l  l i n e s  a n d  f ix e d  b y  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t io n .  S o  f a r  q u a  

t h e  P r i m a r y .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  S e c o n d a r y  h e  p r o v e s  ( 6)  t h a t  o n c e  

i n t e l l i g e n t  h a b i t s  m a y  b e c o m e  e n t i r e l y  a u t o m a t i c  a n d  n o n - p u r p o s iv e  o r  

s o  “  n a t u r a l , ” a s  w e  s a y ,  a s  t o  e x a c t  a  l e s s  d e g r e e  o f  e f f o r t  t h a n  a t  t h e i r  

i n c e p t i o n .  ( 7 )  T h a t  t h e s e  a u t o m a t i c  a n d  c o n s c io u s  h a b i t s  a r e  in h e r i t a b le .  

H e r e  t h e n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  f u n c t i o n a l l y  a c q u ir e d  m o d i f ic a 

t i o n s  i s  o v e r t l y  r e c o g n i s e d .  I n s t a n c e s  a r e  h a n d w r i t i n g ,  t h e  f a c t s  c i t e d  

i n  G a l t o n ’s  “ H e r e d i t a r y  G e n i u s , ”  o f  f a c u l t i e s  i n  f a m i l i e s  r u n n in g  o n  

c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  g r o o v e s ,  r a c e  p h a s e s  o f  p s y c h o lo g y ,  g o o d  b r e e d in g  ( t h e  

g e n t l e m a n  i s  born, not made, b e i n g  a  natural caste) a n d  t h e  s e n s e  o f  

m o d e s t y .  T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  B r a h m i n s  c o m p a r e d  

w i t h  o t h e r  c a s t e s  m i g h t  b e  c i t e d .  T h e  r e m a r k a b le  v e r b a l  m e m o r y  m e t  

w i t h  i n  I n d i a n  s t u d e n t s  s e e m s  a  c l e a r  c a s e  o f  a c q u ir e d  f u n c t io n  t r a n s 

m i t t e d .  D o g s  m a y  h a v e  a n  i n h e r i t e d  t e n d e n c y  t o  “  b e g , ” w i ld  a n im a l s  

o n  o c e a n ic  i s l a n d s  h a v e  a t  f i r s t  n o  f e a r  o f  m a n , t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  a n  

instinct o f  f e a r  w i t h  o f t e n  a n  i n h e r i t e d  n o t io n  o f  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s a f e  

d i s t a n c e  f r o m  f ir e a r m s .  A n d  s o  o n .

N a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  l a p s i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  d o  n o t ,  a s  i s o la t e d  f a c t o r s ,  

a c c o u n t  f o r  a l l  i n s t i n c t s .  T h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n t e r w e a v e  w i t h  m o r o  

e f f e c t  t h a n  t h e y  p r o d u c e  i n  i s o l a t i o n . f  N o n - i n t e l l i g e n t  v a r ia t io n s ,  

w h i c h  p r o v e  b e n e f i c ia l  a n d  a r e  f i x e d  b y  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t io n ,  m a y  b e  a f t e r 

wards i n t e l l i g e n t l y  m o d if ie d ,  w h i l e  i n s t i n c t s  d u e  t o  l a p s e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e

*  H e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t o  s u p p o s e  b i r d s  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  i n c u b a t o r y  
i n s t i n c t  i s  a b s u r d .  A l s o  “  t h e  l a r v a  o f  t h e  c a d d i c e - f l y  l i v e s  i n  w a t e r  a n d  c o n s t r u c t s  
f o r  i t s e l f  a  t u b u l a r  c a s e  m a d e  o f  v a r i o u s  p a r t i c l e s  g l u e d  t o g e t h e r .  I f  d u r i n g  i t s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h i s  c a s e  i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  t o o  h e a v y  . . . . . .  a  p i e c e  o f  l e a f  o r  s t r a w
i s  B e l e e t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t r e a m  t o  b e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  ; a n d  c o n 
v e r s e l y ,  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  t o o  l i g h t ,  s o  a s  t o  s h o w  a  t e n d e n c y  
t o  f l o a t ,  a  s m a l l  s t o n e  i s  m o r t i c e d  i n  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  b a l l a s t ’7 ( 1 9 1 ) .

f  C f .  c h a p t e r s  o n .  “  B l e n d e d  O r i g i n  o r  P l a s t i c i t y  o f  I n s t i n c t , ”  o n  V a r i a t i o n  o f  
I n s t i n c t  b y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o n  d e f i n i t e  l i n e s  ( b y  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  n e e d  f o r  c h a n g e ,  i m i t a t i o n ,  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  b y  p a r e n t s )  o n  I n t e l l i g e n t  M o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t s  u n d e r  D o m e s t ic a t io n  
a n d  o n  S p e c i f i c  a n d  L o c a l  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  i n s t i n c t .



may then vary and be perfected by natural selection. Tlie two facts may 
and indeed - do interact freely. The result then is what are termed 
instincts of “ blended origin.” The reader, to appreciate the analysis, 
must consult Dr. Romanes’ richly illustrated chapters himself.

Further sections concern special objections which may be adduced 
against the above theory. It would have been interesting to have 
had some review of von Hartmann’s hypotheses in this connection. 
Later on, the demonstration of the presence of “ Reason” in animals 
is well made out. Apropos of Spencer he remarks, “ I do not dispute 
that Reason may, and probably does in many cases, arise out of 
Instinct, in that the perceptive basis of Instinct is so apt to yield 
material for the higher perceptions of Reason. I merely object to the 
doctrine that Reason can arise in no other way. And, as further 
showing the untruth of this doctrine, I may, in conclusion, point to 
the numberless instances given in my chapters on Instinct of tho 
reciprocal relation between Instinct and Reason—the development of the
former sometimes leading to the higher development of the latter, 
and sometimes, as in all cases of the formation of Instinct by lapsing 
intelligence, the development of the latter leading to the higher develop
ment of the former. Such reciprocal action could not take place were 
it  trne that Instinct is always and necessarily the precursor of Reason” 

(335).
And now in bidding adieu to this fascinating book, let me lay 

great stress on its extreme value, both as a corrective to loose emotional 
mysticism and its utility as a representative of what the great science 
of Historical Psychology in the W est is really doing. Possibly, ere long 
I  may resume this theme, when the far more difficult, and yet withal 
even more absorbing subject of “ Mental Evolution in Man”—of the 
thought of a Shakspere or Kant from that of ape-like progenitors— 
will be popularly introduced to Eastern readers.

E. D. F a w c e t t .

THE RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF THE EARLY TANTRAS 

OF THE HINDUS.

( Continued, from page 93.)

I  SHALL now describe wherein consists the newness of the Tantrik

worship. cs • • ncr
It has been already shewn in my paper on the “ Spirit Worship

of Ancient India,” that in the Pouranik age the seeds of Spirit worship
were sown broadcast all over the country, which bore fruits in the
age of the Tantras. In the Pouranik age, images of spirits prepared,
c o lo u r e d ,  dressed and adorned, were lovingly worshipped. In course
of time such worships did not satisfy altogether the cravings of the
hearts o f  the worshippers. A  love so materially directed, hoped for
a material response. Accordingly the worshipper hoped that the imago
should speak to him, should cougolc him iu his distress. Such a wish,

such an expectation, was no doubt a step in advance towards spirituality. 
But the image was image, however fondly made, coloured, dressed 
and adorned. Was it possible that dead matter would feel and speak ? 
The worshipper thought so. Did he not impart* to the image a spiritual 
body and mind before worship ? Yes, he did according to his faith. 
Mayhaps, he magnetised it with his own magnetism, and thus what 
has appeared an impossibility to another, was not so to him. Then he 
would sit alone for hours looking fondly and ardently at the bright faco 
of the image, his soul concentrated in it. At such moment of religious 
frenzy, of utter sincerity, of love aiid faith, quite Asiatic in their 
intensity, it was no wonder that he would see another image more 
glorious, celestial in its compositions, Stand between him and the clay, 
and speak to him as a soul would speak to a soul. Such experiences of 
the Pouraniks were not lost in the Tantriks, who understood the 
principle of their success, and applied it not to clay, but to living, 
breathing woman—woman who was to them the emblem of divine love, 
grace and harmony on earth; and who, by their very nature and 
constitution, was adapted to receive inspirations and communications 
from the spirit world. Thus her power, and her fitness in respect to 
mediumship, was first recognized in India, which led to speedy develop
ment. The idea of a circle in a land when the preservation of spiritual 
aura in individuals was studiously maintained, was then only at an 
arm’s length of discovery. The gifted only walked with the gifted. The 
plire-in-spirit flocked with the pure-in-spirit, and the result was the 
almost unconscious formation of circles for Sadliana. A joint song— a 
hallelujah ‘streaming sweetly upwards to the skies,’ was certainly more 
cheering, more ennobling than the average of silent worship. And the 
ecstatic condition attainable on such occasions, led men frequently to the 
formation of circles. The existence of women in such circles taking part 
in worshipping and shedding divine love in them, resembled the soft 
silvery moon in the blue depths of the summer sky that shews the way 
to Mercy’s Seat to the silent worshipper at night. When Brahminism 
triumphed over the religion of Buddha, public morality was certainly not 
very high. A good Guru (preceptor) was as rare as a good disciple ; and 
the Tantriks had to make hard and fast rules for the guidance of those 
who wished to be initiated into this mode of worship. But the people 
were generally addicted to wine and woman, and they had to give 
them both up. Here it is necessary for me to break off the subjects 
for a while to enter fully into the views of the Tantriks, without whicli

*  T h e  t e x t  i s  :—
“ ----------------- S r i  K r i s h n a s y a  p r a n a i h a  p r a n a — S r i  K r i s h n a s y a  s a r b o i n d r i a n i — S r i

K r i s h n a y a  b a b u  m a n a s h c h a k s h u  e r a t r a g h r a n a  p r a n o i h a  g a t y a  s u k h a r g  c h i r a n g  
t i s h t a n t u  s a h a . ”

T h e  a b o v e  m e a n s  1 i n v o k e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  K r i s h n a — h i s  s e n s e s  a l l — h i s  e y e s — h i s  
e a r s — h i s  s m e l l ,  & c . ,  a n d  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  w o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  d e l i g h t ,  ( p e r h a p s )  s o  
l o n g  a s  m y  w o r s h i p  l a s t s .

T h e  a b o v e  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a  f o r m  o f  i n v o c a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  a  w o r s h i p p e r ,  w h o  
h a s  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  s p i r i t a a l  a u r a ,  c a n  o n l y  i n v o k e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a n d  c a n  i m p a r t  t o  t h e  
i m a g e  th e  sp i r i t  invoked  th r o u g h  lh o  m e d iu m  of h is  r>wn m agne t ic ,  a u r a .



t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m is u n d e r s t o o d  a l t o g e t h e r  in  o u r  t im e .  C o m p o s e d  

a s  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  a lw a j - s  i s  o f  a  v a s t  m a s s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  d i f f e r  

f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  t a s t e ,  p r o p e n s i t y  a n d  m e n t a l  p o w e r s ,  i t  c a n  

h a r d l y  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  e v e n  i n  m a t t e r  o f  r e l i g io n ,  w h e r e i n  f a i t h  

e n t e r s  s o  l a r g e l y ,  t h e y  w o u l d  a l l  h o l d  t h e  s a m e  o p in io n s  u n a n im o u s ly .

I t  f o l l o w s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  o n l y  a  f e w  a d h e r e  s t r o n g l y  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  w h i l e  

t h e  r e s t ,  a  v a s t  m a s s ,  r e m a i n  in d i f f e r e n t  f o r  a  t i m e  a n d  t h e n  a l l o w  t h e m 

s e lv e s  t o  b e  d r i f t e d  e v e r y  n o w  a n d  a g a in  f r o m  o n e  c u r r e n t  o f  t h o u g h t  t o  

a n o t h e r .  I t  w a s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  i n  I n d i a  o n l y  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  d i v e r s  

n a t u r e  w e r e  a d v i s e d l y  m a d e  t o  s u i t  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e l l e c t s . a n d  d i f f e r e n t  d i s 

p o s i t i o n s .  T h e  a n c i e n t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  n u m b e r l e s s  b y e - p a t h s  t o  l e a d  t o  

o n e  a n d  t h e  o n l y  r o a d  t o  s a lv a t io n ,  n a m e l y ,  the undivided attention to 
and love for God. T h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  w e l l  e n o u g h  t h e i r  t a s k  : t h e y  k n e w  

t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  a  m a n  h a s  a  l u r k i n g  Ashakti ( i n c l i n a t i o n )  i n  h i s  h e a r t  f o r  

e a r t h l y  p l e a s u r e s  o r  p o w e r s  o r  f a m e ,  h e  w o u l d  b e  o n l y  s e r v i n g  t w o

m a s t e r s __ t h e  G o d  t o  w h o m  h i s  h e a r t  o u g h t  t o  g o  a s  a  w h o l e  a n d  n o t  i n

p a r t  a n d  t h e  i d e a l  o f  h i s  i m a g i n a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  h e  e n t e r t a i n s  a  c h e r i s h e d  

d e s i r e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  h i s  h e a r t .  T h e y  k n e w  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  

t h e  m o s t  g l o r i o u s  p r i z e  o f  s a l v a t i o n — t h e  g e o m e t r i c  u n io n  o f  s p i r i t  

c o u ld  o n l y  b e  i n  t h e  l o t  o f  o n e  i n  a  m i l l i o n ,  b u t  t h e  n i n e t y - n i n e  h u n d r e d s  

o f  t h o u s a n d s ,  n i n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - n i n e  s h o u l d  n o t  g o  a b o u t  i n  

despondence ; a n d  a c c o r d i n g l y  a r r a n g e d  a  s y s t e m  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  w e r e ,  

s o  t o  s p e a k ,  p r i z e s  f o r  a l l  g r a d e s  a n d  n o  b l a n k ,  t o  p u s h  t h e m  t o  a  b y c - p a t h  

o f  s e e m i n g  h a p p i n e s s ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e m  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  t o  f in d  o u t  e a c h  

f o r  h i m s e l f  t h e  o n l y  T r n e  R o a d .  T h u s ,  i f  a  m a n  i n  w h o m  r u l i n g  

p r o p e n s i t y  i s  s t r o n g ,  w a n t s  p o w e r  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  c r a v i n g s  o f  h i s  h e a r t ,  l e t  

h i m  w o r s h i p  Snlcti i n  a n y  f o r m — a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  t a s t e .  I f  h i s  i n c l i n a 

t i o n s  b e  f o r  w o r l d l y  p l e a s u r e s ,  l e t  h i m  w o r s h i p  Naikas o r  Joginis. A  

d e s i r e  f o r  w o r s h i p  i n  a n y  f o r m  t h u s  e n g e n d e r e d  b e t i m e s  b y  t h e  h e l p  o f  

h i s  o w n  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  c a n n o t  b n t  b e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  h im .  T h e n ,  i n  c o u r s e

t jm e __ b y  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  h i s  d e s i r e — b y  t h e  i n h e r e n t  l a w  o f  h ia

n a t u r e  t h a t  l e a d s  h i m  t o  s e e k  f o r  b e t t e r  s o u r c e s  o f  h a p p in e s s ,  h e  

u n c o n s c i o u s l y  c o m e s  t o  t h e  v e r y  p o i n t  w h e n  h e  g e t s  a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  

g l o r io u s .
T h u s  w h e n  t h e  T a n t r i k s  s a w  t h e  p e o p l e  a d d ic t e d  t o  w o r l d l y  p l e a 

s u r e s ,  t h e y  s a n c t i o n e d  t h e  p l e a s u r e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i n c u l c a t e d  

a  n o t io n  o f  w o r s h i p  i n  t h e m .  T h e y  g a v e  t h e m  w i n e  i t  i s  t r u e ,  b u t  

t h e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  t h e m  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  o n l y  b e  u s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  

w o r s h i p  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e i r  m in d s .  T h e y  g a v e  t h e m  w o m a n ,  b u t  t h e y  

e n j o in e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  t h e  e m b le m  o f  Sukti, a n d  t o l d  

t h e m  in  t h e  p l a i n e s t  p o s s i b l e  l a n g u a g e — “  lo o k  o n  h e r  i n  a n y  l i g h t  y o u

p l e a s e __ t h a t  o f  a  m o t h e r ,  s i s t e r  o r  w i f e — s h e  w a s  t o  b e  worshipped.
T h e y  s a n c t io n e d  m i d n i g h t  s o n g s ,  b u t  a d v i s e d  t h e m  t o  s i n g  o n l y  t h o s o  

t h a t  w e r e  c a l c u la t e d  t o  s a n c t i f y  t h e m  a n d  t o  g l o r i f y  t h e  s p i r i t s  i n v o k e d .

K .  C h a k r a v a r t i .

HUMAN CHARACTER.
T ^ Y  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  k in d r e d  s c i e n c e s  o f  P h y s i o l o g y ,  P h y s io g n o m y *  

- D  P h r e n o l o g y ,  C h e ir o s o p h y ,  G r a p h o lo g y ,  a n d  A s t r o l o g y  ( t h e  l a t t e r  

h a v i n g  b e e n  w e l l  t e r m e d  “ t h e  M o t h e r  S c i e n c e ” ), i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

d i s c o v e r ,  c o m p a r e ,  a n d  p r o v e  t h e  i n s t i n c t s ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  t e n d e n c i e s ,  & c ., o £  

a l l  h u m a n  b e in g s  ; b e s i d e s  b e c o m in g  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  s o m e  o f  

t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  s c i e n c e s  a f f e c t in g  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h e  a n im a l ,  v e g e t a b l e ,  

a n d  m in e r a l  k in g d o m s .

I n  m y  b o o k , “  P a l m i s t r y  a n d  i t s  P r a c t i c a l  U s e s , ”  i t  i s  m e n t io n e d ,  

i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t h a t  m a n  a n d  n a t u r e  a r e  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e ,  t h o  

c h a n g e s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  r e - a c t i n g  o n  t h e  f o r m e r ; a n d  I  a m  h o p in g  t o  

p r e p a r e  a n o t h e r  s m a l l  v o l u m e  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  s h o w  t h e  c lo s e  a l l i a n c e  

o f  t h e  a b o v e n a m e d  s c i e n c e s  b y  c l a s s i f y i n g  a n d  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  c h a r a c 

t e r i s t i c  m e a n in g s ,  u n d e r  e a c h  h e a d ,  o f  t h e  s iz e ,  s h a p e ,  h a b i t s ,  m a r k s ,  

& c ., o f  t h e  h u m a n  s p e c i e s ,  t h e r e b y  h e l p i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h e i r  a n a l o g y  a n d  

c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  e a c h  o t h e r .

T h e  w o r k s  o f  N a t u r e  a r e  p e r f e c t  a n d  c o m p le t e ,  w h i l e ,  t o  t h o s e  w h o  

w i l l  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b le  t o  le a r n ,  t h e r e  l i e s  b e f o r e  t h e m  a  w o n d e r f u l  

r e v e l a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  i s  w r i t t e n  i t s  l a w s  a n d  m y s t e r i e s ,  a n d  w h i c h  s p e a k s ,  

t o  u s  i n  a  c o m p r e h e n s ib le  l a n g u a g e .

E v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g  b o r n  i n t o  t h i s  w o r ld  h a s ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  a b o d y  

s u i t e d  t o  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  a n d  e v e r y  f o r m ,  f e a t u r e ,  m o v e 

m e n t ,  m a r k ,  & c., a r e  e x p r e s s i v e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  w i t h i n  a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h a  

w o n d e r f u l  o r g a n is m  o f  t h e  b r a i n — “ t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l ” — a s  i t  i s  

n a m e d  b y  p h y s io lo g i s t s .  W h a t  w o n d e r  t h e n  i s  i t  t h a t  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t l i o  

h e a d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  b r a in  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  a n d  

p h y s i c a l  a t t r i b u t e s  w i t h i n ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  s o f t  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e  b r a in  s h o u l d  

m o u ld  t h e  b o x  w h i c h  c o n t a in s  i t  F I t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  o n  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  

e a c h  p a r t  o f  t h e  b r a in  c o n t a in s  a  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  f ib r o u s  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  i s

4 e n  r a p p o r t ’ w i t h  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e r v o u s  o r g a n  

f o r  e a c h  f a c u l t y ; a n d  d o  w e  n o t  s e e  e v e r y  d a y  t h e  h e a d s  o f  c h i ld r e n  

d e v e l o p  a n d  g r o w  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  P

T h e  p h y s i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  a l s o  b e t w e e n  t h e  b r a in  a n d  t h e  h a n d s  a r e  

w e l l  d e s c r ib e d  b y  S i r  C h a r le s  B e l l  a n d  o t h e r  m e d ic a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .

E v e n  b y  s t u d y i n g  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  o n ly  o f  a  p e r s o n ,  a  f a i r l y  c o r r e c t  

d i a g n o s i s  c a n  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  q u a l i t i e s  u n d e r  

t h e  o t h e r  h e a d s  n a m e d .

I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  e x a m i n i n g  in t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ,  h a b i t s ,  & c ., o f  h u m a n  

b e i n g s ,  t o  t a k e  in t o  c o n s id e r a t io n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t e m p e r a m e n t s ,  i. e ., t h e ,  

s u b s t a n c e  o r  m a t e r ia l  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  b r a in  a n d  m in d  a c t ,  a n d  w h i c h ,  

b o  t o  s p e a k ,  a r e  t h e  planetary signatures. F o r  t h e  E t h e r ,  o r  “  A s t r a l  

L i g h t , ”  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  d i f f e r e n t  f lu id s  e m a n a t in g  f r o m  t h e  p r in c ip a l  

p l a n e t s ,  a n d  t h o s e  p l a n e t s  w h i c h  a r e  d o m in a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  b ir t h  e n d o w  

t h e  c h i l d  w i t h  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o r  t e m p e r a m e n t s  in f lu e n c in g  t h e  p e r 

s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  h e a l t h ,  d e s t in y ,  & c ., o f  t h e  w h o le  l i f e .  T h e  p r in c ip a l  

o f  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a r e ,— t h e  N e r v o u s  o r  I n t e l l e c t u a l
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( r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t l i e  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  t h e  S u n  a n d  M e r c u r y )  ;— t h e  C h o le r ic  

o r  S a n g u in e  ( M a r s  o r  J u p ite r *  o r  b o t h )  ;— t h e  M e l a n c h o ly  ( S a t u r n ) ; a n d  

t h e  L y m p h a t i c  ( t h e  M o o n  o r  Y e n u s ,  b u t  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  M o o n ) .

H e r e d i t y  m u s t  a l s o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  f o r  w e  o f t e n  s e e  c h i ld r e n  

t’e s e m b l in g  o n e  p a r e n t  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  W a y  a n d  f r e q u e n t ly  i n h e r i t i n g  

d is e a s e s  a n d  p r o p e n s i t i e s ; t h e  r e a s o n  o f  t h i s  i s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  e a r l y  

w r it e r s ,  t h a t  w h e n  a  f a t h e r  o r  m o t h e r  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  in f lu e n c e d  b y  

a  d o m in a n t  p l a n e t ,  t h e  b i r t h  i s  h a s t e n e d  ot* d e l a y e d  u n t i l  t h a t  p l a n e t  

i s  a s c e n d in g ,  h e n c e  t h e  c h i l d  i s  e n d o w e d  w i t h  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  

q u a l i t i e s .  O n e  t y p e  m a y  d i s t i n g u i s h  a  p e r s o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  m o d i f ie d  

p e r h a p s  b y  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  in f lu e n c e s  o f  o t h e r  p l a n e t s ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  

w h y  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  d i v e r s i t y .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  f a c t s  i n  

n a t u r e  i s ,  t h a t  a m o n g  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s  o n  t h i s  g lo b e  o f  o u r s ,  

n o  t w o  f a c e s ,  f o r m s ,  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  e x a c t l y  s i m i l a r  ; a n d  t h e  m o s t  

i n t e r e s t i n g  o c c u p a t io n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e  i s  t h e  c o n t e m 

p l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  v a r i e t y  m e t  w i t h  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y .

u W h e n  scientific m e n  b e g i n  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  g r e a t  f a c t  o f  t h e  l i n k i n g  

t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  p s y c h i c a l  h u m a n  o r g a n i s m  ( a s  s o m e  f e w  a r e  

c o m m e n c in g  t o  d o ) ,  i t  w i l l  o p e n  o u t  a  f i e ld  o f  i n e x h a u s t i b l e  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

p r o v e  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  w o r ld  a t  l a r g e .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  c r i m in a l s ,  f o r  

in s t a n c e ,  i f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i c a t i o n s  a n d  e v i l  t e n d e n c i e s  w h i c h  a r e  

c l e a r l y  t r a c e d  c o u l d  b e  r e a d  i n  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  t i m e  t o  

m a t u r e  a n d  t a k e  d e e p  r o o t ,  a n d  g o o d  m o r a l  t r a i n i n g  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  t o  

c o m b a t  t h e s e  n a t u r a l  i n s t i n c t s  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e  l a t e n t  g o o d  p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  

( f o r  n o  h u m a n  b e i n g  i s  q u i t e  d e s t i t u t e  o f  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  s p a r k  

w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  b u r n i n g  f a i n t  a n d  f e e b le ,  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e r e ) ,  w e  s h o u l d  

n o t  h e a r  s o  m u c h  o f  f e a r f u l  c r i m e s ,  a n d  m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o u ld  b e  

s a v e d  t o  b e c o m e  u s e f u l  a n d  h a p p i e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  N o  

o n e  c a n  d e n y  t h a t  t h e  h e a d s  a n d  f a c e s  o f  h a b i t u a l  c r i m in a l s  b e a r  t h e  

f a t a l  s t a m p  o f  t h e i r  p r o c l i v i t i e s  w h ic h ,  y e a r  b y  y e a r ,  g r o w ,  d r a g g i n g  

t h e m  d o w n  s o  l o w  t h a t  t h e i r  c a s e s  a r e  a l m o s t  h o p e le s s .  The Pall 
Mall Budget, o f  2 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 0 ,  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  “  C r im e ,  i t s  

C a u s e  a n d  C u r e ,”  s a y s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r ic a ,  c r i m i n a l s  

i n  t h e  E l m i r a  r e f o r m a t o r y  o f  N e w  Y o r k  a r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  b a t h s ,  

m a s s a g e ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  c a n  b r i n g  h e a l t h  t o  t h e  b o d y  a n d  s t r e n g t h  t o  t l i o  

N e r v o u s  s y s t e m  ; t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  f o r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  

p e r io d ic a l ,  “  i n  1 8 8 6 ,  D r .  W e y ,  o f  E lm ir a ,  s e l e c t e d  f o r  e x p e r i m e n t  e l e v e n  

c r i m in a ls  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  n i n e t e e n  a n d  t w e n t y - n i n e .  I n  v a r i o u s  

d e g r e e s  t h e y  w e r e  d u l l  o f  i n t e l l e c t ; i n  p h y s i o g n o m y  t h e y  s h o w e d  t h e  

w e l l - m a r k e d  t r a i t s  o f  c r i m i n a l  t e n d e n c i e s .  T h e i r  o f f e n c e s  w e r e  a s s a u lt^  

b u r g la r y ,  la r c e n y ,  r a p e .  F o r  a  p e r io d  o f  o n e  t o  t w o  y e a r s  t h a y  h a d  b e e n  

i n  p r i s o n  a n d  h a d  m a d e  n o  i m p r o v e m e n t .  B u t  a  r e m a r k a b le  p h y s i c a l  

a l t e r a t i o n  s o o n  s h o w e d  i t s e l f  u n d e r  t h e  a b o v e  t r e a t m e n t ,  w i t h  d r i l l  

a n d  o r d in a r y  s c h o o l  w o r k  b e i n g  c o n t i n u e d :— t h e  f la b b y  m u s c l e s  g r e w  

h a r d *  T h e  s h u f f l in g  g a i t  b e c a m e  m a n l y  a n d  e l a s t i c ,  t h e  d u l l  e y e  

b r i g h t e n e d ,  W i t h  t h i s  i m p r o v e m e n t  c a m e  a  m e n t a l  a w a k e n i n g ,  a

c e r e b r a l  a c t i v i t y  n e v e r  b e f o r e  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  p r i s o n  l i f e .  T h e  

’ p u r e l y  a n im a l  m a n  w i t h  h i s  o x - l i k e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  s e e m e d  t o  r e c e d e  

b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  T h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  w a s  m a r k e d  i n  e v e r y  s p h e r e ,— « 

m o r a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l ; a n d  i n  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  f r o m  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  a l l  b u t  t w o  h a d  b e e n  r e l e a s e d  o n  p a r o le  

a n d  w e r e  l i v i n g  b y  h o n e s t  i n d u s t r y b u t  h o w  m u c h  b e t t e r  i t  w o u ld  

b e  t o  b e g i n  i n  g o o d  t i m e  t o  e d u c a t e  the child,— ‘ t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  m a n . ’

A  c r i m in a l ,  j u d g e d  b y  m o s t  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  h e r e  a l lu d e d  to , e x h i 

b i t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i g n s :— A  r e c e d i n g  f o r e h e a d ; a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  o r g a n  

o f  b e n e v o le n c e  ; h e a d  m u c h  d e v e l o p e d  a t  s id e s ,  o v e r  e a r s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  

p r o t r u d i n g ; n o s e  g e n e r a l l y  d i s t o r t e d ; h i g h  c h e e k  b o n e s ; e y e b r o w a  

s t r a i g h t  a n d  o v e r h a n g i n g ; m a s s i v e  j a w s ; e y e s  s h o w i n g  f ix e d  d e f ia n t  

s t a r e  ; l i p s  t h i n  a n d  c r u e l - l o o k i n g  ; l a r g e  c h e s t ,  s h o r t  n e c k ,  r o u n d  b a c k ,  

s h o r t  l e g s ,  f r e q u e n t l y  b a n d y ,  s h u f f l in g  g a i t ; w h i l s t  t h e  h a n d s  a r e  

t h i c k ,  h a r d ,  a n d  b a d l y  s h a p e d ,  t h e  f in g e r s  c r o o k e d ,  w i t h  s m a l l  n a i l s  

d e e p l y  s u n k  i n  t h e  s p a t u l a t e  t y p e ,  t h e  p h i lo s o p h ic  j o i n t s  l a r g e ,  t i p  o£  

t h u m b  b a l l - s h a p e d ,  s h o r t  b u t  v e r y  l a r g e  ( s h o w i n g  v i o l e n c e )  ; t h e  M o u n t  

o f  M a r s  e x c e s s i v e ,  o f t e n  t h o s e  o f  Y e n u s  a n d  t h e  M o o n , w h i l s t  t h e  p la c e a  

o f  m o u n t s  i n  s u p e r io r  p o r t i o n s  o f  p a lm s  a r e  h o l l o w ; b u t  f e w  l i n e s  

i n  t h e  h a n d s ,  o r d in a r i ly  o n l y  t h e  t h r e e  c h i e f  o n e s ,  a n d  o f  a  b lo o d - r e d  

c o l o r :  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  s u c h  a  p e r s o n  w i l l  b e  a n g u la r ,  i l l e g i b l e ,  c o a r s e  

a n d  t h i c k ,  w i t h  c r o s s i n g s  o f  “  t ’s ”  <fcc., s t r o n g l y  b a r r e d .

I t  m u s t  b e  b o r n e  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  

c r i m i n a l  w h o  i s  b l i n d e d  b y  i n s t i n c t s  o f  v io l e n c e  w i t h o u t  c o n t r o l ;  

t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  c r i m in a l  b y  p r e m e d i t a t i o n  a n d  in f lu e n c e d  b y  o t h e r  

m o t i v e s ; b u t  t h i s  s h o r t  e s s a y  o a n n o t  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  e m b r a c e  f u r t h e r  

d e t a i l s ,  a s  t h e  w r i t e r ’s  o b j e c t ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  i s  m a in ly  t o  s h o w  t h e  i n t i m a t e  

r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  c o m b in e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i c t u m  “  K n o w  T h y s e l f ”  o f  

t h e  g r e a t  G r e e k  s a g e  a n d  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  a n d  h o w  i n e x h a u s t i b l e  a r e  t h e  

s u b j e c t s  i n  a s s o c ia t io n  w i t h  t h e m .

L o u i s e  C o t t o n ,  p .  t . s .

THE SPIRITUALISTS IN CONGRESS.

(Continued from page 1 5 6 .J

T
H E  o r a t io n  o f  D r .  H u e l b e s  T e m p r a d o  i s  f u l l  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  s o r t  o f  

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g ,  w h i c h  m a y  n o t  b e  o r t h o d o x  T h e o -  

. s o p h y ,  b u t  i s  f u l l  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  id e a s .  H e  s a i d :

“ In  Spain we believe th a t it  ia not necessary again to raise the superannuated 
question of spirit and matter. We believe that spirit and matter are but the two 
complementary forms of one and the same eternal, infinite essence, the complete 
and perfect manifestation of a being whom we will never know in entirety, bufc 
whose love penetrates our whole souls, and whose warming rays strengthen our 
steps along the path of life. We believe that to  live is to proceed towards it*

* “ Vers lui this may mean “  towards him,” or “ towards ifc,” for the French 
language in this case makes no distinction of genders, tho context deciding that* 

^jpoinfi.



' through limitless progress, during which we are bound up one with another, in such 
a  manner that we feel the misery of him who weeps, and the joy of him who 
trium phs; we believe that we should for tha t reason all assist one another in tho 
painful path of life ; that our help should extend upwards to the woman and the 
child, and downwards to the criminal and the savage. In so acting we confer a 

'benefit bn ourselves and on our descendants.’*
F r o m  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  e x t r a c t s  a  g e n e r a l  c o n c e p t io n  m a y  b e  f o r m e d  

o f  t h e  id e a s  o f  a d v a n c e d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  w h o  n a t u r a l ly ,  u n d e r  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w o u l d  n o t  g i v e  u t t e r a n c e  t o  a  f o r m a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  b e l i e f .  A m o n g  t h e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  f r o m  d i s t a n t  b o d i e s  

‘o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  w e  c o m e  a c r o s s  s o m e  e l e m e n t a r y  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  k i n d ,  

w h i c h  a g r e e  i n  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l s ,  a n d  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  o n e  o f  w h i c h  m a y  b o  

o f  i n t e r e s t .

T^he “  S o c i e t e  S p i r i t e  C e n t r a le  M e x i c a n e ,”  s t a t e s  i t s  “  r a t io n a l  a n d  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c r e e d ,, a t  c o n s id e r a b le  l e n g t h .  T h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  

c l a u s e s  b f  t h e  C r e d o  r u n  :

“ I  believe in one God, supreme intelligence, first cause of all things, infinite, 
incomprehehsible in its essence, immutable, immaterial, omnipotent, perfectly ju st) 
good and merciful.

“ I believe that man, one of his creatures, owes to God an infinite adoration.
“ I  believe that God has made man, in order that he may understand him and 

. love him, while enjoining complete happiness when he deserves it.
“ I  believe that God has imposed an unalterable law on the universe—-Good*
“ I  believe that man ought to adore God by doing what is good.
<f I  believe th&t for adoring God there is no need of temples, or priests ; God’a 

best altar being the heart of a virtuous man, and his best worship a stainless 
: inorality.

“ I believe that God does nofc require tn&n to profess a definite religion, (u?tc 
religion ddterminee.)

“ I believe in the existence of the soul or spirit (de I'dme on esprit) an intelli
gent entity, free in its actions, and strictly responsible to God.

“ Ibelieve in the immortality of the soul.”

T h e  “  C r e d o ’* g o e s  o n  t o  s t a t e  a  b e l i e f  i n  l i m i t e d  r e w a r d s  a n d  

p u n i s h m e n t s  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  n a t u r a l  c a u s e s ;— a  b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  in h a b i t e d  w o r ld s ,  a l l  u n d e r  t h e  l a w  o f  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i c h  l e a d s  f in a l ly  t o  G o d ; a  b e l i e f  i n  r e i n c a r n a t io n ,  i n  

t h i s  o r  o t h e r  w o r ld s ,  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ; t h a t ,  b y  

w i l l i n g  i t ,  a  s p i r i t  m a y  b e c o m e  in c a p a b le  o f  s i n ; t h a t  n o  c r e a t u r e  

B u ffer s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  d e s e r v e d  i t  b y  t h i n g s  d o n e  i n  t h i s  o r  a  f o r m e r  i n 

c a r n a t i o n  ; t h a t  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  s i n l e s s n e s s  (impeccability) 
t h e  S p i r i t  c a n  c o n t in u e ,  Or c a n  a r r e s t  i t s  p r o g r e s s  in  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  h i e r 

a r c h y ,  a c c o r d i n g  a s  i t  w i s h e s ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  c a n  n e v e r  g o  b a c k  i n  t h e  s c a l e  

'Of e x i s t e n c e .

I t  i s  n o t  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  e la b o r a t e  c o n f e s s io n  o f  f a i t h  w h e t h e r  t h i s  

G o d  i s  a  p e r s o n a l  o r  i m p e r s o n a l  o n e .  T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n a l  G o d  

e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  ( s o  t o  s p e a k )  o f  a n  im p e r s o n a l  o n e ,  a n d  a n  

im p e r s o n a l  G o d  e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  o n e ,  a r e  “ v e r y  m u c h  

o f  a  m u c h n e s s ,”  a n d  u n d e r  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  d e s c r ip t io n s  a l l  g o d s  

w o u l d  seem to come. The human m in d  d o e s  not a p p e a r  to be a b le  to

s u b l im a t e  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  G o d  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  “  s p i r i t u a l i t y ”  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  f u l f i l  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m o d e r n  t h o u g h t ,  w i t h o u t  m a k in g  

h im  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  i m p e r s o n a l  i n  m a n y  o f  h i s  f u n c t io n s  a s  G o d , n e i t h e r  

d o e s  i t  s e e m  a b lo  t o  c o n c e i v e  a n  im p e r s o n a l  G o d , p u r e  a n d  s im p le .  T h e  

m o m e n t  a f t e r  a n y o n e  d e c l a r e s  G o d  t o  b e  im p e r s o n a l ,  h e  p r o c e e d s  t o  

c r e d i t  It w i t h  a t t r i b u t e s , — o m n ip o t e n t ,  e t e r n a l ,  in c o m p r e h e n s ib l e ,  o m n i

p r e s e n t ,  g o o d ,  j u s t ,  m e r c i f u l ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  I t  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  h a v e  

s t r u c k  t h e  p io u s  m in d  t h a t  G o d  m i g h t  b e  both, o r  neither. T h e  u n io n  

o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a n d  im p e r s o n a l  i s  a n  i d e a  w h i c h  t h e  s t i f f n e s s  o f  o n e ’s  

m e n t a l  j o i n t s  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  u s  t o  m o u n t  u p  t o ; b u t  p e r s o n a l  

a n d  im p e r s o n a l  a r e , a f t e r  a l l ,  e m p i r i c a l  d i s t in c t io n s ,  d e r i v e d  f r o m  o u r  

m a t e r i a l  a n d  m e n t a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  A  m a n  s e e m s  t o  u s  d e f in i t e ly  d i s 

t i n c t  f r o m  a  w o m a n ,  a n d  s t i l l  w e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  h e r m a p h r o d i t e s ,  w h o  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  e i t h e r  a s  i n s t a n c e s  

o f  b o t h  s e x e s  o r  o f  n o  s e x .  I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c o n c e i v a b le  

t h a t  w e r e  o u r  i n t e l l e c t s  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  e x p a n d e d ,  w e  m i g h t  p e r c e i v e  thafc  

a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a n d  i m p e r s o n a l  i s  n o t  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  i n  

G o d , t h e  M a c r o c o s m , but actual in ourselves, t h e  M ic r o c o s m .

A n o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t  o f  b e l i e f  c o m e s  f r o m  S o u t h  A m e r ic a .  M . d e  

M ig u e l ,  o f  L a  P l a t a ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  El Teosofo, s p e a k s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f r o m  a  

d i f f e r e n t  p la t f o r m ,  b u t  h i s  c o m m u n ic a t io n  i s  a n  in c id e n t  i n  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  

a n d  i t  i s  n o t  e a s y  o r  e v e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  d r a w  a  h a r d  a n d  f a s t  l in e ,  a n d  s a y : 

“  This i s  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  that i s  T h e o s o p h y .”  M . d e  M i g u e l  s a y s  :

“ I think it is much more logical, from the moment one attributes Absoluteness 
in everything to the Supreme Being, to admit one single Spirit, absolute intelligence, 
which manifests itself to a greater or less degree according to the instruments ifc 
uses: mineral, vegetable, animal, human, or superhuman.

“ These manfsestations in man’s case, become more and more perfect accord
ing as his brain develops either through heredity or cultivation, and thus furnishes 
him with a more perfect instrument.

" A universal life has been admitted ; why nofc allow a universal intelligence 
also (which may, perchance, be the Bame thing) ?”

M . d e  M i g u e l  b e l i e v e s  i n  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  im p e r s o n a l  s p i r i t ,  b u t  

n o t  i n  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  L i k e  G e o r g e  E l i o t  h e  t h in k s  a  

m o r t a l  l i v e s  a f t e r  d e a t h  o n l y  i n  h i s  w o r k s  ( t h u s  r e m a in in g  a t  t h e  m e r c y  

o f  o n e ’s  p u b l i s h e r  e v e n  in  t h i s  e q u iv o c a l  f u t u r e  l i f e ) .  H e  t h i n k s  t h a t  w e  

s h o u l d  h e l p  t h e  m is e r a b le  a n d  d o w n - t r o d d e n  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  S p i r i t  m a y  

m a n i f e s t  i n  a l l  i t s  s p l e n d o u r  l i k e  a  g e n e r a l  l i g h t ,  in s t e a d  o f  b e in g  a  f i t f u l  

g l e a m ,  a s  a t  p r e s e n t .  T o  h e l p  o t h e r s  w o u ld ,  n o  d o u b t , b e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

t h i n g ,  a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  e x o r d iu m  o f  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s .  A  

l o n g  a n d  p a i n f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  p r o v e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  i s  t o o  m u c h  

. f o r  h u m a n i t y .  T h e  h e r e d i t a r y  l i n e s ,  a l o n g  w h i c h  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n s  a n d  

r n e r v o u s  c u r r e n t s  o f  m a n k in d  i n e v i t a b l y  r u n ,  l e a d  t o  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  a n d  s e l f -  

j i n d u l g e n c e ; s u c h  i s  t h e  “ n a t u r e  o f t h e  b e a s t ”  a s  y e t ,  a n d  A l t r u i s m ,  b a r -  

f r in g  a  few i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t s — m i c r o s c o p i c a l l y  s m a l l  as regards the 
" w h o le — b e g i n s  a n d  e n d s  i n  e x o r d iu m .  F i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  h e l p i n g  o f  

-o t h e r s  is not tho euro f o r  human misery, tho modern world has f a l l e a



b a c k  u p o n  a  l e s s  a m b it io u s  a im ,  n a m e ly ,  t h a t  o f  trying to abstain from 
preventing others from helping themselves, a n d  e v e n  t h a t  s e e m s  t o o  m u c h  

f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  h u m a n  b e in g .

W e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  t h r e a d  ( g o l d e n  o r  o t h e r w i s e )  w h i c h  r u n s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  i s  a  b e l i e f  

t h a t  S p ir i t u a l i s m  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  “ s o u l  o r  s p i r i t , ” — a  

r a t h e r  v a g u e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  f a c t ,  w h i c h  w e  m e e t  w i t h  c o n s t a n t l y  

i n  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  w h i c h  i s  t e r r i b l y  a g g r a v a t e d  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  la n g u a g e ,  

s in c e  “  a m e ” h a s  a  w h o l e  h o s t  o f  m e a n i n g s — s o u l ,  m in d ,  s p i r i t ,  g h o s t ,  

l i f e ,  c o n s c ie n c e ,  e t c . ,  w h i l e  “ e s p r i t ” m e a n s  a l s o  s p ir i t ,  m in d ,  a n d  s o u l ,  

a n d  a l s o  w i t  a n d  g e n i u s ;  a l l  w h i c h  g i v e s  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  l o o s e n e s s  

o f  t h o u g h t  w h e n  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g  i n  F r e n c h .  W e  m u s t  n o w  t a k e  a  g l a n c e  

o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s im p le  S p i r i t u a l i s m  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  

p r o g r a m m e .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  A b b e  R o c a .  T h a t  e c c le ~  

s i a s t i c  i s  d o in g  w h a t  h e  c a n  t o  f o u n d  a  C h r is t ia n  T h e o s o p h y  o n  t h e  r u i n s  

o f  s a c e r d o t a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  O u r  r e a d e r s  a r e  a w a r e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  o f  t h o  

t r o u b le  t h e  A b b e  ( o r  C a n o n )  h a s  h a d  w i t h  t h e  P o p e ,  w h o  v e r y  n a t u r a l l y  

r e s e n t s  b e i n g  c a l l e d  h a r d  n a m e s  b y  o n e  o f  h i s  o w n  f lo c k .  I t  i s  o n l y  

h u m a n  t o  t r y  t o  h a s t e n  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  a  t h i n g  w h o s e  d e s t r u c t i o n  w e  

h a v e  f o r e t o ld ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  a n y t h i n g  

i n  o r d e r  t o  u s e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  w h e r e w i t h  t o  b u i l d  s o m e t h in g  n e w ,  t h e  

t e m p t a t i o n  t o  “  a s s i s t  N a t u r e ” in  h e r  d i s t r u c t i v e  w o r k  b e c o m e s  v e r y  

s t r o n g .  I t  i s  n o t  s u s p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  t h e  w o r t h y  

A b b e ’s  T h e o s o p h y  ( o r  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  f o r  i t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  s a y  w h i c h  i t  

r e a l l y  i s , )  c o n s i s t s  i n  a t t a c k s  u p o n  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

R o m e  a n d  o f  P a p a l  C h r i s t ia n i t y .  A  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  

t h e  A b b e ’s  T h e o s o p h y ,  w h e n  t h o  i c o n o c la s t i c  e l e m e n t  i s  s u b t r a c t e d ,  

c o n s i s t s  o f  emotional c l a i m s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  e s o t e r i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  f o r  

t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  T h e  s im p le ,  t w o -  

p l a n k e d  p la t f o r m  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  g i v e s  h i m  a  locus standi a m o n g  t h e  

d e l e g a t e s ,  a n d  h e  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  p o i n t s  a r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  i n  

c o m m o n .  I n  f a c t  h e  c la im s  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e  s p i r i t ,  L o g o s ,  h i g h e r  s e l f ,  o r  

w h a t e v e r  e l s e  t h e  in - f o r m i n g  s p i r i t  o f  m a n  m a y  b e  c a l l e d ,  i s  i n  r e a l i t y  

“  t h e  e t e r n a l  C h r i s t  n o t ,  h e  e x p la in s ,  t h e  C h r i s t  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n ,  o f  t h e  

S y l l a b u s ,  o f  t h e  I n q u i s i t i o n ,  o f  S t .  B a r t h e l e m y ,  o f  T o r q u e m a d a ,  b u t  t h e  

C h r i s t  o f  s u f f e r in g ,  o f  s e l f  s a c r if i c e ,  a n d  o f  h e a v e n w a r d  a s p ir a t io n s .  T h i s  

C h r is t ,  a s  t h e  A b b e  b e l i e v e s ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  a t  f u t u r e  c o n g r e s s e s  w i l l  h a v e  

t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  t o  c o n f e s s ,  f o r  o n  t h e s e  C o n g r e s s e s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  h e  

d e c la r e s ,  d e v o l v e s  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s o c i a l  

r e s t o r a t io n  w h i c h  t h e  r e c e n t  o n e  h a s  b e g u n .  T h e  A b b e  i n  h i s  d i s c o u r s e  

q u o t e s  l a r g e l y  f r o m  t h e  B i b l e ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t  i n  w h i c h  l e a r n e d  H i n d u  

t h e o l o g i a n s  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e i r  S h a s t r a s ,  b u t  h e  i s  e v e r  r e a d y  t o  g i v e  h i s  

t e x t s  t h e  w i d e s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a n d  h i s  d i s c o u r s e  w a s  a p p la u d e d  

t h r o u g h o u t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  p a s s a g e s  t h e r e i n  w h i c h  p r e d ic t e d  t h e  

d o w n f a l l  o f  p r i e s t s  a n d  p r i e s t c r a f t ,  a n d  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  

a s  d o e s  t h e  g o o d  A b b e  h i m s e l f .  T h c  f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  f r o m  h i s  s p e e c k

g i v e s  a n  id e a  o f  t h e  A b b e  R o c e a ’s  b r e a th  o f  v i e w ,  a n d  w i l l  a l s o  s e r v o  

a s  a n  e x a m p le  o f  t h e  s t y l e  i n  w h i c h  h e  h a n d le s  h i s  o p p o n e n t s  :

“  W h e t h e r  y o u  l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  y o u  a r e  a l l  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  o f  J e s n s  w h e t h e r  t h r o u g h  

t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  t h r o u g h  P h o t i u s ,  t h r o u g h  L u t h e r ,  t h r o u g h  Y o l t a i r e ,  t h r o u g h  A l l e n  

K a r d e c ,  t h r o n g h  S w e d e n b o r g ,  o r  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  f o u n d e r s  o f  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  w h o  a l s o  

w e r e  C h r i s t i a n s  a f t e r  t h i s  k i n d ,  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  s u b s t a n c e ,  C h r i s t i a n s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

s p i r i t  t h a t  g i v e s  l i f e ,  n o t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  k i l l s ,  a s  a r e  t h e  p r e t e n d e d  

U l ; r a m o n t a n e  C h r i s t i a n s , — t h o s e  j u g g l e r s  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  t r u t h s ,  t h o s e  p r o a f n e r s  o f  

t h e  C h r i s t  S p i r i t ,  w h i c h  t h e y  t o r t u r e ,  a n d  w h o s e  m e m b e r s  t h e y  b u r n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
M i d d l e  A g e s . ”  °

T h e  w r i t e r  o f  a  “ M e m o ir e ,” f r o m  I t a l y ,  w h o m  t h e  R e p o r t  s o m e w h a t  

n a i v e l y  c a l l s  “ M . Y o x  i n  D e s e r t o , ”  a ls o  t a k e s  u p  t h e  C h r i s t ia n  m y s t i c ’s  

p o s i t i o n .  A t  f i r s t  s i g h t  h i s  e x t r e m e l y  d e f in i t e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h a t  p o s i t io n  

m i g h t  a p p e a r  l i k e  a  s a t i r e  t h e r e o n  ; b u t  h e  i s  v e r y  m u c h  i n  e a r n e s t  

a n d  a  m o m e n t ’s  r e f le c t io n  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  h e  b u t  f r a n k l y  

s t a t e s  t h e  p la t f o r m  o f  t h e  N e o - C h r i s t ia n s ,  C h r is t ia n  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o r  

C h r i s t i a n - T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  f o r  w h o m  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  s e e m s  w i l l i n g  

t o  f in d  a  p la c e  i n  i t s  c a p a c io u s  b o s o m . M . Y o x  in  D e s e r t o  s a y s  :

“  J e s u s  w a s  t r u l y  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i n c a r n a t e ;  t h e  O ld  a n d  N e w  T e s t a m e n t s  a r o  

t h e  v e r i t a b l e  W o r d  o f  G o d ;  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e v e a l e d  one, t h e  

o n l y  a d m i s s i b l e  o n e , — b u t  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  :

“  I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  i n  t h e  p a t h  i t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  f o l l o w ,  o r  e v e n  t o  

k n o w ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f C l i r i s t : I t  s u f f i c e s  t o  p r a c t i s e  L o v e .

“  G o d  w a n t s  n o  t e m p l e s ,  n o  c e r e m o n i e s ,  n o r  a n y  e x t e r n a l  manifestation of a  
c u l t u s  w h i c h  m a n  o u g h t  o n l y  t o  c a r r y  o n t  i n  h i s  o w n  h e a r t .

“  S a t a n ,  h e l l  a n d  h e a v e n  e x i s t  o n l y  i n  t h e  h u m a n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

 ̂ “  B a p t i s m  a n d  c o m m u n i o n  a r e  u s e l e s s .  H u m a n i t y  l i a s  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d  o f  s y m b o l g
S in c e  C h r i s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  h i m s e l f  o n  G o l g o t h a .

F i n a l l y  ; t h e r e  a r e  n o  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  m i r a c l e s . ”

T h i s  m e m o r i a l i s t  g i v e s  i t  a s  h i s  o p in io n  t h a t  J e s n s  w a s  a w a r e  o f  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  r o t a t io n  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  o f  t l i e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  i n h a 

b i t e d  w o r ld s ,  a n d  m a in t a in e d  s i l e n c e  a b o u t  t h e m  o n ly  b e c a u s e  h e  k n e w  

t h a t  m a n k i n d  w a s  u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h ia  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  w o n ld  t h e r e f o r e  

h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  a b u s e d  i t ; i n  w h i c h  c o n c e p t io n  h e  f o l l o w s  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

t e a c h i n g ,  f o r  i t  r e c k o n s  J e s u s  a m o n g  t h e  a d e p t s ,  w h o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h a v e  

a l w a y s  b e e n  a w a r e  o f  t h e  t r u e  m o t io n s  o f  t h e  c e l e s t i a l  b o d ie s ,  b u t  d o  n o t  
g i v e  o u t  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  s o m e  h i d d e n  r e a s o n .

A s  r e g a r d s  J e s u s ,  M . C a m i l l e  C h a ig n e a u  a n d  o t h e r s  e x p r e s s  g r e a t  

a d m ir a t io n  f o r  “ t h a t  g r a n d  f i g u r e ,”  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  id e a  o f  t h e  C o n 

g r e s s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  i d e a s  o f  J e s u s  w e r e  d i s t o r t e d  a n d  

c r i p p l e d  b y  h i s  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  w e r e  h e  t o  r e t u r n  n o w ,  h e  

w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  d e c la r e  h i m s e l f  n o  C h r is t ia n .  W h a t  h e  w o u l d ’ d e 

c la r e  h im B e l f  i t  w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  in f e r .

x^ ? 1̂ 036 W h°  k n 0 W  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  m Q re p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  o f  M o d e r n  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  t h e  s t o c k  r id i c u l e  t u r n s  u p o n  t h e  “ lo v e d  

o n e s ,”  “  d e p a r t e d  a n g e l , ”  a n d  s o  f o r t h  t o  g o s s i p  w i t h  w h o m  a t  s e a n c e s  

e y  r a t h e r  s t u p i d l y  s u p p o s e  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a in  a im  o f  t h e  S p i r i t 

u a l i s t .  A  p e r u s a l  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  w e  a r e  e x a m i n i n g  w o u ld  b e  r a t h e r  a 
shock to these people, f o r  it would teach them that they have been



f i l i n g  a t  a  s h a d o w  o f  t l i e i r  o w n  c r e a t io n ,  a s  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  R e p o r t  i s  

t a k e n  u p  w i t h  d i s c u s s io n s  o f  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  p r o b le m s  t h a t  n o w  e x e r c i s e  

n o t  o n ly  T h e o s o p h is t s ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l  t h e  t h i n k i n g  p o r t io n  o f  e d u c a t e d  

h u m a n it y .  S t i l l  t h e  p u r e  e m o t io n a l i s t  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  a b s e n t — t h e  

t n a n  t o  w h o m  t h e  c h i e f  g l o r y  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i s  t h e  c o n s o la t io n  i t  a f f o r d s  

b y  i t s  p r o m is e  o f  s p e e d y  r e u n io n  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  “  g o n e  b e f o r e .”  

A s  a  s p e c im e n  o f  t h i s  e m o t io n a l  p h a s e  w e  m a y  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  

D o n  M ig u e l  Y i v e s , — a n  e lo q u e n t  s p e e c h ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a n d  m u c h  

a p p l a u d e d :

“ I know that I shall see those faces again; I  know that I  shall once more gaze 
into those eyes ; I know that I shall again pronounce my mother’s sweet name, which 
has not passed my lips for many years, and that I  shall cry with my whole being, 
My Mother ! I  know that the spirits of those who have loved me upon earth, and 
who now love me in their invisible abode in space, await me in that i>Yw life ; I  
know tha t I  shall be filled with ecstacy by the wonders of Space ; I  know tha t I  
shall visit Uranus, Neptune, Jupiter, and all the planets of our solar system ; I  
know that I shall be enchanted with their shores, their seas, their plains, their won
ders, that I  shall experience emotions, joys, which I  cannot conceive today ; I  
know that I  shall visit those constellations which the optical instruments of modern 
Astronomy confound with suns of different colours; I  know that my liberty will 
become infinite, and that it  will extend as far as my thought shall reach.”

T o  m a n y  n o  d o u b t  t h i s  w i l l  s e e m  l i k e  a  d a y d r e a m ,  b u t  f a r  b e  i t  

f r o m  u s  t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  h a p p y  a n t i c i p a t io n .  I t  m e a n s  t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t io n  

o f  p u r e  a s p ir a t io n s ,  b o t h  a f f e c t io n a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  i t  a l s o  m e a n s  

t h e  u t t e r  n e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  s i d e  o f  r e l i g i o n — n e g a t io n  o f  a  c r u e l  

a n d  a n g r y  G o d , n e g a t i o n  o f  H e l l  f ir e ,  n e g a t i o n  o f  u s e l e s s  c e r e m o n i e s  

a n d  l i t a n ie s ,  n e g a t i o n  o f  s a c e r d o t a l  g r e e d  a n d  p r i e s t l y  t y r a n n y .

T h e  S p i r i t i s t s ,  w h o  b e l i e v e  in  s p e e d y  r e i n c a r n a t io n ,  h a v e  o n  o n e  

p o in t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  a  d e c id e d  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h o s e  w h o  p o s t u l a t e  a  c o n t in u a l  

a c c u m u la t io n  o f  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t io n s  i n  S u m m e r la n d .  W h e n  w e  

p i c t u r e  t o  o u r s e l v e s  o u r  “  l o s t  l o v e d  o n e s ,”  o u r  m in d s  s e ld o m  t r a v e l  b a c k  

f u r t h e r  t h a n  a  f e w  g e n e r a t io n s ,  b u t  o n  o u r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  Summerland 
•w e w i l l ,  p r e s u m a b ly ,  f in d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n  a s c e n d in g ,  o r  r a t h e r  

d e s c e n d i n g  u n b r o k e n  l i n e  o f  a n c e s t o r s  s t r e t c h i n g  a w a y  in t o  a  m i s t y  p a s t .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  m a y  c e r t a i n l y  b e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  i n  

a f f e c t io n a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  l i n k s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g ,  

• w h ic h  a r e , i n f a c t ,  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  “ l o v e d  o n e s , ” a n d  e a c h  w o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  

-w is h  t o  p a s s  t h e  n e w  c o m e r  d o w n  t h e  l i n e  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  h im  t o  i t s  o w n  

im m e d ia t e  f o r e r u n n e r s .  N o w ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a  r e f in e d  a n d  e d u 

c a t e d  s p ir i t ,  f r e s h  f r o m  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  m i g h t  g e t  a l o n g  a l l  r i g h t  

e v e n  d o w n  to ,  s a y ,  t h e  100t h  g e n e r a t io n ,  w h i c h  m a y  r e a s o n a b ly  b e  s u p p o 

s e d  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e d i t i o n  o f  u n k e m p t  s a v a g e s ,  d r e s s e d  in  s u i t s  

of b lu e  a n d  r e d  p a i n t ; b u t  w o u l d  n o t  t h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  g r e e t i n g  o f  o n e ’s  

a n c e s t o r  t h e  M is s in g  L i n k  b e  a  l i t t l e  t r y i n g  ? A n d  h o w  a b o u t  o u r  f o r e 

f a t h e r s  t h e  P i t h i c o i d  a p e s  ? T o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  t o  t h e  nth 
degree, w h o m  w e  m a y  l o g i c a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  t o  o u r s e l v e s  a s  t h e  s l i m y  d e n i z e n s  

of t h e  p r i m e v a l  o c e a n s  a n d  m a r s h e s .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l 

ists .teach the doctrine of progressive development in spirit life, and our

e a r l y  p r o g e n i t o r s  m a y  b e  s u p p o s e d ,  a c c o r d i n g ly ,  t o  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  b u t  e v e n  i f  g r e a t  g r a n d p a p a  

P i t h i c o i d  a p e  h a d  b y  t h i s  t i m e  s t u d i e d  M i l l  a n d  S p e n c e r ,  a n d  e v e n  

t a k e n  a  B .  A .  d e g r e e ,  h e  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  a  P i t h i c o i d  a p e  a l l  t h e  s a m e ,  

a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  n o t  v e r y  s y m p a t h e t i c  s o c i e t y .  T h e  

S p i r i t i s t s  w h o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  s t a y  i n  S u m m e r la n d  i s  b u t  t e m p o r a r y ,  
h a v e  n o  s u c h  e m b a r r a s s i n g  p r o s p e c t  b e f o r e  t h e m .

T h e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  M . L e s s a r d  i s  a n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  w h a t  T h e o s o 

p h i s t s  c a l l  t h e  Materialization o f  s p i r i t ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  d r a g g in g  o f  

o u r  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  d o w n  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  material. H e  

s a y s  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  a d d r e s s  :

“  From what you have just heard, Gentlemen,' it follows that the dead have 
only one happiness : to watch over those they have loved; and tha t they pursue but
one end : to carry out the work they had left unaccomplished on earth...... at the
other side of the tomb they labour, struggle, purify and develop themselves, and 
still grow greater, while awaiting, no doubt, the hour when it will be given to them 
to fill on this earth or elsewhere the destiny which awaits us all, the living as well aa 
the dead.”

T h o s e  w h o  k n o w  t h e  e x t r e m e l y  e la b o r a t e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  d e s 

t i n y  o f  m a n  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e ,  m a y ,  p e r c h a n c e ,  

s m i l e  a t  t h i s  s i m p l e  p r o g r a m m e ; b u t  t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  i n  t h e  a b o v e  

q u o t a t io n  i s  n o t  s o  v e r y  u n l i k e  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  t e a c h in g .  I n  a n  “  E d i t o 

r i a l  n o t e ”  a p p e n d e d  t o  a  l e t t e r  o f  e n q u ir y  a b o u t  A l la n  K a r d e c ’s  d o c t r in e s ,  

o n  p a g e  2 8 1 ,  Y o l .  I Y .  o f  t h e  Theosophist, M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  s a y s : “ W i t h  

t h e  S p i r i t i s t s ,  w e  b e l i e v e — l e t  u s  r a t h e r  s a y  w e  k n o w — t h a t  m a n  i s  

b o r n  m o r e  t h a n  o n c e  a s  a  h u m a n  b e i n g ; a n d  t h i s  n o t  m e r e l y  u p o n  t h i s  

e a r t h ,  b u t  u p o n  s e v e n  e a r t h s  i n  t h i s  p l a n e t a r y  c h a in ,  t o  s a y  n o t h in g  o f  

a n y  o t h e r .  B u t  a s  t o  t h e  r a p i d i t y  w i t h  w h ic h ,  a n d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

u  n d e r  w h i c h  t h e s e  r e i n c a r n a t io n s  o c c u r ,  o u r  S p i r i t i s t  f r i e n d s  a n d  o u r 

s e l v e s  a r e  a t  v a r i a n c e . ” T h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  o u r  q u o t a t io n  f r o m  M . L e s s a r d ’s  

a d d r e s s  c e r t a i n l y  r e a d s  a  l i t t l e  c r u d e l y ,  b u t  t a k e n  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  

w h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  s a y s  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o n , v e r y  f e w  o f  u s  c a n  a ffo r d  t o  

s m i l e  a t  i t .  H e  p o s t u l a t e s  t h r e e  “  c o n d i t io n s  o f  s a l v a t i o n , ”  t h e  f ir s t  

a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  ; t h e  s e c o n d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ; o f  t h e  t h i r d  h e  s a y s :

** Finally the third of these conditions of salvation (salut, which may,also be 
rendered “ happiness,”) creates a new duty, which requires us not only to feel our
selves living in our fellowmen, but in everything that exists, as the Eternal feela 
itself living in all the creatures of which it is the inexhaustible and unwavering
providence.......I t  is then that wo shall have won eternal life, and that God, the living
law and conscious reason of the universe, will reign in our miuds, in our hearts and 
in our spirits.”

W h a t  i s  t h i s  b u t  “  k i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  s e n s e  o f  s e p a r a t e n e s s  p”  W h a t  ia  

i t ,  i f  i t  b e  n o t  a n  e f f o r t  t o  b e c o m e  o n e  w i t h  “  B r a h m a  ?”

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  r e i n c a r n a t io n ,  i t  i s  a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  i s  n o w  o c c u p y in g  

m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  e v e n  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  r e g a r d  t h e  d o c t r in e  a s  p u r e ly  

h y p o t h e t i c a l .  Y a r i o u s  v i e w s  t h e r e o f  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  f o r w a r d  o f  l a t e  

w h i c h  d i f f e r  e s s e n t i a l l y  f r o m  t h e  B u d d h i s t  a n d  H in d u  d o c t r in e s  ; a n d  t h e  

t h e o r y  m o d e s t l y  p r o p o u n d e d  b y  M a d a m e  I .  C o l in  in  a  c o m m u n ic a t io n



t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  w i l l ,  d o u b t le s s *  b e  f o u n d  i n t e r e s t i n g .  M a d a m e  C o l i n  

p o s t u l a t e s  a n  i n h e r e n t  d e s i r e  i n  t h e  h u m a n  h e a r t  f o r  p r o g r e s s  :

“ There is at the bottom of every human soul a constant and powerful aspira
tion to raise itself to a higher condition : to free itself from the miseries, the tram 
mels, the ignominies which ignorance, vice, and their sombre consequences inevi
tably bring in their tr a in ; without forgetting how great is the painful contrast 
between a troubled conscience, a t war with the desire for tbe esteem of others and 
of oneself, and the serene, free and joyous peacefulness of the internal self.”

T h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p r o g r e s s ,  c o m b in e d  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  d u t i e s  t o  b e  

p e r f o r m e d  o n  e a r t h ,  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  in  M a d a m e  C o l in ’s  o p in io n  a n  e x c u s e ,  

i f  n o t  a  c o n s e c r a t io n ,  o f  t h e  “  d e s ir e  t o  l i v e ”  ( Tanha) ,  w h i c h  i s  r e g a r d e d  

a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  e v i l  i n  E a s t e r n  o c c u l t i s m ;  a n d  a c c e p t i n g  “ T a n h a ” a s

l i  u s e f u l  f a c t o r  i n  m a n ’s  m a k e - u p ,  s h e  d e d u c e s  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f  r e i n c a r 

n a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  o f  w h i c h  i t  h a s  r o o m  t o  e n e r g i s e  b e n e f i c i a l l y .  

O f  t h e s e  “  t h r e e  o r d e r s  o f  r e i n c a r n a t io n ”  s h e  s a y s  :

ft l st '—Some reincarnate, driven by the instinct to live again and act personally; 
an instinct as strong as tha t of self-preservation, and which has its roots in th© 
materiality of the perisprital envelope.*

« 2nd.—Others reincarnate by reason of the voluntary and reasoned impulse 
{elan) of the soul, which wishes to find itself once more in combat with the difficul
ties of life, perhaps from a consciousness of duties to be fulfilled, bringing back with 
i t  the experiences of its former births, and acting under the attraction of the 
innumerable motives which sway the human heart.

“ 3rd.—Finally the third order of reincarnation is of those completely pure and 
puissant souls, higher than the Arch-angels who appear again in this world in order 
to be the initiators of a great and powerful movement of Humanity, and of 
Civilization.”

T h i s  t h e o r y  i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n g e n i o u s  a n d  n o t  a t  a l l  u n r e a s o n a b le  a s  a  

a w o r k in g  h y p o t h e s i s ”  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  s t a n d  in  n e e d  o f  o n e .

T h e  r e i n c a r n a t io n i s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  w e r e  f a r  f r o m  h a v i n g  i t  a l l  t h e i r  o w n  w a y ,  a n d  a m o n g  

t h e  m o s t  d e t e r m in e d  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  A l l e n  K a r d e c  d o c t r in e s  w a s  

a n o t h e r  la d y ,  M a d a m e  E l i s e  v a n  C a lc a r ,  w h o s e  “  M e m o ir e ”  i s  i n  d i r e c t  

o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h a t  o f  M a d a m e  C o l in .  T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  S p i r i t i s t s ,  M a d a m e  v a n  

C a lc a r  s t a t e s  t h u s :

“ The Spiritists busy themselves in propagating a doctrine which seems to  
them the key for every enigma of life ; while the Spiritualists refuse to accept any 
system taught either by mortals or by spirits,—convinced that every theory accepted 
as a dogma and presented as a confession of faith leads to dogmatism and to 
sectarianism

M a d a m e  v a n  C a lc a r  i s  a s  m u c h  a f r a id  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  o f  d o g m a .  

S h e  t h i n k s  t h a t  “  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a f f in i t y  o f  p a r t i e s  i s  n o t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  

f u s i o n , ”  h e n c e :

“  All the spiritualistic groups which have endeavoured to organize and mako 
rules have very soon become dead bodies, or sick ones, eaten up by the worms of 
small passions, of ambition and of vanity.”

* The “ perisprit” is what Theosophists call the Kama mpa.} or Mayavl rupa,

S h e  “  g o e s  f o r ”  A l l e n  K a r d e c  a n d  h i s  d o c t r in e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

f a s h i o n :
“ Our dear brothers, the Spiritists, think only of how they will spread tho 

doctrines put forward in the books of Allen Kardec ; they never suspect that their 
system is in open contradiction with all that their brethren the Spiritualists have dig 
covered during the last forty years. They have made a philosophy, or, more properly 
speaking, they have resuscitated the theory of metempsychosis. We have discovered 
an unknown world, while they have made up a system. We have found a great reality, 
a celestial economy, which unveils to us more and more the future of humanity be
yond the grave. Therefore, we find ourselves now in the presence of a dilemma. 
If the discoveries of the Spiritualists are real, the doctrine of the Spiritists cannot 
be true. I t  is not a question of secondary points, which can be slurred over by exer
cising a little toleration; no, ifc is a question of either white or black, false or real9 
error or truth, fiction or fact”

M a d a m e  v a n  C a lc a r  h a s  a  v e r y  w h o le s o m e  d r e a d  o f  l e a d e r s  a n d  

a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  m a t t e r s  s p i r i t u a l .  S h e  s a y s  :

“ In the United States and in England no one has hungered for the name of 
Chief or Master; no one has had the audacity to formulate this new revelation in 
the shape of a catechism according to a certain antiqne theory. No mortal has the 
right to arrest the movement of thought and research by introducing some criterion 
of truth, in order to hurriedly create an invariable unity of doctrine, which in our 
case has already become an orthodoxy. Spiritism is still in its infancy, and is already 
endeavouring to become a papacy. We reject the authoritativeness attributed to the 
Spiritist doctrine, because it is a doctrine,—a system put forward to serve as a con
fession of faith. I t  is a Mosaic of fantastical propositions, the pieces of which are 
cut out in such a way that the first has need of the support of the second, which ia 
its turn is expressly fashioned in order to support the other parts.”

T h e r e  i s ,  n o  d o u b t ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s e n s e  in  t h e s e  d e n u n c ia t io n s  

o f  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  o r t h o d o x y ,  a n d  p e r c h a n c e  s o m e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  m a y  

b e g i n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h e y  o c c u p y  a  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  

o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  l i n e  o f  M a d a m e  v a n  C a lc a r ’s  v ig o r o u s  b o m b a r d m e n t ; b u t  

a l t h o u g h  s h e  h e r s e l f  l a y s  i t  d o w n  t h a t  d e f in i t e  o p in io n s  o n  t h e s e  s u b 

j e c t s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  f o r m e d  u n t i l  a  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  o f  t h e  

id e a s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a l l  a g e s  a n d  a l l  c o u n t r ie s  i n  t h i s  d ir e c t io n ,  s h o  

p r o v e s  h e r s e l f  i g n o r a n t  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  o f  h e r  o p p o n e n t s ,  

a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  m is u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  r e i n c a r n a t io n  i t s e l f ; i n  

f a c t ,  s h e  d e c l a r e s  t h a t ,  a m o n g  t h o  e v i l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  d o c t r in e  : “  R e i n 

c a r n a t i o n  o f f e n d s  t h e  m o r a l  s e n t i m e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e q u ir e s  t h e  p e r p e 

t u i t y  o f  e v i l .  F o r  t o  p u n i s h  a  t h i e f ,  o r  a  m u r d e r e r ,  w e  r e q u ir e  a n o t h e r  

t h i e f ,  a n o t h e r  m u r d e r e r .”  T h i s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  i s  b u t  o n e  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  

f o o l i s h  a r g u m e n t s  a d d u c e d  b y  h e r ,  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h o  d o c t r in e  o r  h y p o t h e s i s  

o f  r e i n c a r n a t io n ,  b u t  a g a i n s t  w h a t  s h e  i g n o r a n t l y  s u p p o s e s  t o  b e  th afc  

d o c t r i n e  o r  h y p o t h e s i s .

A .  K .

(7 b  be continued.)



LALAN FAKIR.

[The following interest!ag account of tho formation of one of the numerous 
sub-sects which spring up in India, will give tho reader an idea of the requisites for 
a certain class of religious leader in this country. I t  is a sign of the times that the 
equality of women (at least their religious equality) and the abandonment of caste 
restrictions form two principal items in the new Saint’s doctrine.—Ed.']\

W
H O  k n o w s  t l i a t  t h e  n a m e  o f  L a l a n  F a k i r  m a y  n o t  i n  c o u r s e  

o f  t i m e  b e  e q u a l l y  v e n e r a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  o f  A u l e y  G o s l ia i ,  t h e  

m o s t  p o p u la r  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  K a r t a b h a j a  s e c t  ? A s  t im e  s h a l l  r o l l  o n ,  

t h e  s p o t  a l r e a d y  c o n s e c r a t e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r m e n t  o f  h i s  m o r t a l  r e m a in s  

w i l l ,  w e  d o u b t  n o t ,  h o l d  o u t  s u f f i c ie n t  i n d u c e m e n t  t o  t h e  p o p u la c e  

t o  p a y  a  v i s i t  t o  i t  a n d  p i c k  u p  e a r t h  f r o m  i t  w i t h  a n  a v i d i t y  w h i c h  

i s  k n o w n  o n l y  t o  d e v o t e e s .  I t  w i l l  b e  lo o k e d  u p o n  a s  a  p a n a c e a  

f o r  a l l  s o r t s  o f  d i s e a s e — c u r a b le  a n d  in c u r a b l e .  A  h u n c h b a c k  m a y  

m a k e  u s e  o f  i t  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  h i s  d e f o r m i t y .  A  s t e r i l e  w o m a n  m a y  m a k e  

a n  a m u l e t  o f  i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  a  c h i l d .  A n d  t h e  v i l l a g e  

o f  S a o r ia  o n  t h e  K a l i g a n g a  n e a r  K u s h t i a  m a y  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  h o n o r  

d o n e  t o  i t  a s  i s  d o n e  t o  G h o s h p a r a ,  w h e r e  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  

o f  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  K a r t a b h a j a  s e c t  i s  c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  g r e a t  eclat, 
a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  e v e r y  y e a r .  T h e  in f lu x  

i s  s o  l a r g e  t h a t  s p e c i a l  t r a i n s  a r e  r u n  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  

b y  t h e  E a s t e r n  B e n g a l  S t a t e  R a i l w a y .  T h e  r e c l u s e  h a d  a  c o u n t r y -  

s e a t  o f  h i s  o w n ,  w h i c h  w e  m a y  f a i r l y  c a l l  a  k i n d  o f  h e r m i t a g e  

a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  n a m e d  a b o v e .  H e r e  a r e  a c c o m m o d a t e d  s o m e  s i x t e e n  

d i s c i p l e s  o f  h i s ,  o f  w h o m  S i t a l  a n d  B h o h i  d e s e r v e  m e n t io n .  T h e y  

w e r e  t h e  m o s t  b e l o v e d  o f  t h e m  a l l .  H i s  a f f e c t io n  w a s  e x c e e d i n g l y  

w a r m  f o r  t h e m — a s  w a r m  i n d e e d  a s  a n y o n e ’s  c o u l d  b e  f o r  h i s  o w n  

d a r l i n g .  N o b o d y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  p e r s u a d e  h i m s e l f  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  

w o u l d  l o v e  o t h e r s  n o n e  t h e  l e s s .  H e  w a s  m a r r ie d .  T h e  w i f e  u s e d  

t o  l i v e  w i t h  h i m  a t  t h e  h e r m i t a g e .  S h e  b o r e  h i m  n o  i s s u e .  T r u e  i t  i s  

t h a t  m o s t  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  a r e  l i v i n g  a  m a r r ie d  l i f e ,  b u t ,  a s  a  r u le ,  n o  

c h i l d  i s  b o r n  u n t o  t h e m .  T h e  s e c t  g o e s  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  Sadhu Seba 
( l i t e r a l l y ,  s e r v i n g  t h e  Sadhu). L a l a n ’s  v i e w s  d i f f e r e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  

m o r e  p o i n t s  t h a n  o n e  f r o m  t h o s e  o f  t h e  Seba. T h e  Sadhuites a n d  

t h e  Vaishnabites c o m m it  a c t s  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  L a l u n i t e s  a r e  f r e e .  T h e  

l a t t e r  r e g a r d  a d u l t e r y  a s  a  g r e a t  s in .  T h e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  h i s  l i f e  h a v o  

b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  a r r a n g e d  f r o m  t h e  Ilita Kari o f  K u s h t i a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  

f o r  u s  t h e  f a c t s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  w r i t e r  i n  t h e  M o f u s s i l  v e r n a c u la r  

w e e k l y  a r e  t o o  m e a g r e  t o  e n a b le  u s  t o  g i v e  o u r  r e a d e r s  a  f u l l  s k e t c h  

o f  t h e  i i t e  o f  t h i s  p i o u s  m a n .  W e  h o p e  h e  m a y  e r e  l o n g  p la c e  f u l l e r  

a c c o u n t s  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c .  O n  t h e  p r in c ip l e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  i s  b e t t e r  

t h a n  n o t h in g ,  w e  m u s t  c o n t e n t  o u r s e l v e s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  w h a t  h o  

h a s  b e e n  a b le  t o  g l e a n .

L a l a n  F a k ir  w a s  a  K a y a s t h a  b y  b ir t h .  T h e  B h o u m i k s  o f  C h a p r a  

i n  t h e  K u s h t i a  S u b - D i v i s i o n  t r a c e  t h e i r  d e s c e n t  w i t h  h im .  H e  l e f t  

b e h i n d  h i m  n o  n e a r  r e l a t io n .  T h o u g h  h e  w a s  i l l i t e r a t e ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  

m o r a l  s e n t i m e n t s  c o n y c y e c ) . b y  e v e r y  w o r d  o f  t h e  s o n g s  c o m p o s e d  a n d

s u n g  b y  h im ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  b e y o n d  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  a  d o u b t ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  

s u p e r io r  c u l t u r e .  H e  d id  n o t  s t u d y  a n y  Shastras w h a t e v e r .  S t i l l  a  f e w  

m i n u t e s ’ c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h i m  s u f f i c i e n t ly  c o n v in c e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f a c t s  

t h a t  h e  w a s  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e m .  H e  h a d  a  k e e n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

s c i e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  r e v e a l e d  t o  h i m  i t s  u n t o ld  t r e a s u r e .  H e  

e n t e r t a i n e d  n o  s e c t a r i a n  v i e w s .  T h i s  i s  w h y  e v e r y b o d y  b e l i e v e s  h im  t o  

b e  a  m a n  o f  h i s  o w n  p e r s u a s io n .  H e  m i x e d  f r e e l y  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  

t h e  P r o p h e t  o f  A r a b ia .  T h e y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h o u g h t  h e  w a s  a  M a h o m e d a n .  

T h e  H i n d u s  f o u n d  in  h im  a  s t a u n c h  a d v o c a t e  o f  t h e  Vaishnahism. I t  w a s ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  t o o k  h i m  f o r  a  H in d u .  T h e  q u e s 

t i o n  t h e n  n e c e s s a r i l y  a r i s e s  w h a t  w a s  h e  ? H e  h a d  a  b e n t  t o w a r d s  Vaishna- 
7m m , b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  r e s p e c t e d  n o  d i s t in c t io n  o f  c a s t e  w h a t e v e r .  

D u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t i m e  h e  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  avatar o f  K r i s h n a .  H e  w a s  n o t  a  

fakir— i n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m — a s  h e  o w n e d  p r o p e r t y ,  l a n d e d  a n d  

m o v a b le .  W e  h a v e  s a i d  h e  w a s  a  m a r r ie d  m a n , a n d  m a r r ie d  a s  h e  w a s ,  h e  

h a d  a  p r e t t y  g o o d  h o u s e  o f  h i s  o w n .  I t  w a s  f i t t e d  u p  w i t h  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  

w a s  o n  a  p a r  w i t h  t h a t  f o u n d  i n  a  m i d d l e - c l a s s  m a n ’s  h o u s e .  I n  h i s  

o ld  a g e  h e  c o u ld  n o t  e a r n  m o n e y ,  s o l e l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  h e l p  f r o m  h i s  

d i s c i p l e s .  E v e n  i n  t h i s  a d v a n c e d  s t a g e  o f  l i f e  h e  c o u ld  r id e  w e l l .  I n  

w i n t e r  h e  w o u l d  c e l e b r a t e  e v e r y  y e a r  a  f e s t i v a l ,  w h i c h  i s  k n o w n  t o  u s  b y  

i t s  l o c a l  n a m e  a s  Bhandara, w h i c h  w a s  n u m e r o u s ly  a t t e n d e d  b y  h i s  d i s 

c i p l e s  a n d  f o l l o w e r s .  T h e  f e s t i v a l  h a d  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  a  c lo s e  w i t h  

s o n g s  a n d  d i s c o u r s e  o n  R e l i g i o n .  R o u g h l y  e s t im a t e d  a b o u t  s i x  h u n d r e d  

r u p e e s  w e r e  s p e n t  o n  t h e s e  o c c a s io n s  f o r  t h e  d e f r a y a l  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
e x p e n s e s .

I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  o n  h i s  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  w i t h  s m a l l - p o x  o n  h i s  w a y  t o  t h e  

p l a c e s  o f  p i l g r i m a g e  h e  w a s  d e s e r t e d  b y  h i s  c o m p a n io n s .  A  M a h o m e 

d a n  t o o k  p i t y  o n  h i m .  H e  b r o u g h t  h i m  t o  h i s  o w n  h o u s e  a n d  t h u s  g a v e  

h i m  a  s h e l t e r .  H e  r e c o v e r e d ; a n d  t h e  c o n v a l e s c e n t  t u r n e d  a  fakir 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  e v e r  s i n c e  h e  b o r e  m a r k s  o f  s m a l l - p o x .  F o r  a b o u t  a  

m o n t h  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  h e  h a d  b e e n  a i l i n g  f r o m  b o w e l - c o m p la in t .  H i s  

h a n d s  a n d  f e e t  w e r e  a l l  s w o l l e n .  D u r i n g  h i s  i l l n e s s  h e  r e f u s e d  a l l  s o r t s  

o f  f o o d  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  m i l k .  F i s h  h e  w i s h e d  t o  e a t .  E v e n  t o  

t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t  h e  n e v e r  c e a s e d  t o  p r a y  t o  G o d  a n d  t o  s i n g  s o n g s  w i t h  

w h i c h  h i s  s o u l  w o u l d  b e c o m e  m a d d e n e d ,  s o  t o  s a y .  A  c h a n g e  w o u ld  

a p p a r e n t l y  c o m e  o v e r  h i m  w h e n e v e r  h e  s e iz e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n 

v e r s e  w i t h  o n e  o n  s u c h  a  s u b l im e  a n d  e d i f y i n g  s u b j e c t  a s  R e l i g i o n .  I n  

d o i n g  s o  h e  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  f o r g o t  t h e  p a n g s  o f  t h e  m a la d y  h e  h a d  

b e e n  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m . T h e  b r a c in g  in f lu e n c e  o f  r e l i g io n  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

t o p i c s  c o u ld  n o t  f a i l  t o  i n s t i l  f r e s h  v i g o r  i n  h im  a n d  r e n e w  h i s  s t r e n g t h .  

S u c h  i s  t h e  n e v e r - f a i l i n g  in f lu e n c e  o f  R e l i g i o n  o n  s o u l  a n d  o n  t h e  

c o r p o r a l  f r a m e  ! M e n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s h a d e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  w e r e  m u c h  

p l e a s e d  w i t h  h i m .  H e  h a d  p a s s e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  h i s  

d e a t h  t o o k  p la c e ,  i n  s i n g i n g .  W e  g iv ie  b e l o w  t h e  p u r p o r t  o f  o n e  o f  

t h e  s o n g s  s u n g  b y  h i m  w h i l e  o n  h i s  d e a t h - b e d  :—

P e o p l e  a s k  t o  w h a t  c a s t e  d o e s  L a la n  b e lo n g .  L a la n  t h i n k s  h o  

c o u ld  n o t  t e l l  h i m s e l f .



S o m e  c o u n t  b e a d s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  p u t  u p  p i c t u r e s  ( o f  s a i n t s  ? )  ; i f  

t h a t  w a s  c a s t e ,  n o  s i g n  o f  i t  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  g o i n g  o r  

c o m i n g  ( d e a t h  o r  b i r t h ) .

I f  c e r t a in  r i t e s  ( chhunnat)  w e r e  i n d i s p e n s a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  

M a h o m e d a n  ( m a l e ) ,  w h a t  w o u ld  b e c o m e  o f  t h e  s o f t e r  s e x  ? I f  t h e  

s a c r e d  t h r e a d  w a s  i n d i s p e n s a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  B r a h m i n  ( m a l e ) ,  w h a fc  

w o u ld  b e  t h e  b a d g e  o f  h o n o r  f o r  t h e  B r a h m i n  l a d i e s  ?

T h e  w h o l e  w o r ld  t a l k s  o f  c a s t e .  I t  i s  m a d e  m u c h  o f  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  

e v e r y w h e r e .  L a l a n  h a s  r e n o u n c e d  i t  o n c e  f o r  a l l .

A t  f iv e  i n  t h e  m o r n in g  h e  s u m m o n e d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  t o  h i s  b e d .  W h e n  

t h e y  c o l l e c t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a b o u t  i t  h e  b id  a d ie u .  A n d  d e p a r t e d  t h i s  l i f e  

a m i d  t h e  t e a r s  o f  s o r r o w i n g  f o l l o w e r s  a n d  d i s c i p l e s  o n  F r i d a y ,  

t h e  1 7 t h  o f  O c t o b e r  l a s t  ( 1 s t  K a r t i c ,  1 2 9 7  B .  S . ) .  H e  h a d  s p e c i a l l y  

i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  h i s  f u n e r a l  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  a f t e r  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  

a n y  s e c t .  I t  w a s  d o n e  a c c o r d i n g ly .  T h e r e  w a s  s i m p l y  a  Sankirtan. 
No Sradh c e r e m o n y  w o u l d  b e  g o n e  t h r o u g h .  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  h a v e  b e e n  

c o l l e c t i n g  m o n e y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a n  TJtsad ( f e s t i v a l )  i n  h i s  h o n o r .  A m o n g  

h i s  d i s c i p l e s  S i t a l  M a h u r r u m  S h a ,  M a n ik  S h a  a n d  K u d h u  S h a  a r e  in d e e d  

g o o d  m e n  i n  t h e i r  o w n  p r o v in c e .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t o  b e  h o p e d  t h a t  h i s  

g l o r y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  t a r n i s h e d .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  t h e y  n u m b e r  a b o u t  1 0 ,0 0 0 .  

H e  w a s  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  C h i t t a g o n g ,  R u n g p o r e ,  J e s s o r e  a n d  

W e s t  B e n g a l .
N akur C handra  B isvas.

THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
Six months' Theosophical work in the U. S., America.

T
H E  Path.— T h e  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  m o s t  t r u l y  “  T h e o s o p h i 

c a l ”  o f  o u r  m a g a z in e s ,  a r e  f u l l y  u p  t o ,  n a y  a b o v e ,  t h e  a l r e a d y  v e r y  

h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h o s e  w h i c h  p r e c e d e d  t h e m .  T h e  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  i n  

i t s  p a g e s  t o  p r a c t i c a l ,  e v e n  m o r e  t h a n  t o  d o c t r i n a l  T h e o s o p h y ,  t h e  

w o n d e r f u l l y  s u g g e s t i v e  p a p e r s  h e a d e d  “  Tea Table Talk ” i t s  a m p lo  

r e c o r d  o f  Theosophical Activities s h o u ld  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  Path t o  o u r  

m e m b e r s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r ld ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h o s e  a m o n g  o u r  H i n d u  

b r o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  a n x io u s  t o  o b t a in  t h a t  d e e p e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  T h e o s o p h y  

w h i c h  c o m e s  f r o m  s t u d y i n g  t h e  s a m e  t r u t h  u n d e r  m a n y  a s p e c t s ,  f o r  

t r u e  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  t r u e  H i n d u i s m  a r e  o n e .  T h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  Path 
s e r v e s  t o  c i r c u la t e  H i n d u  W is d o m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g r e a t  W e s t e r n  c o n 

t i n e n t  m a y  b e  j u d g e d  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i t l e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n c l u d e d  i n

t h e s e  s i x  n u m b e r s :—
T h e  C y c le  o f  5 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  ; T h e  K a l i  Y u g a  i n  H i n d u  C h r o n o lo g y  ; 

T h e  S a c r e d  Y e d i c  Y e r s e  ; B h a g a v a d g i t a  a n d  T r i p i t a k a  i n  T h e o s o p h y  ; 

& c . A m o n g  t h e m  I  n o t e  w i t h  s p e c i a l  p l e a s u r e  t w o  p a p e r s  b e a r i n g  

n a m e s  o f  H i n d u  c o n t r ib u t o r s ,  a  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  b o n d  o f  u n io n  b e t w e e n  

E a s t  a n d  W e s t ,  w h ic h  i t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y  t o  f o r m ,  i s  g r a d u a l l y  m a t e r i a l i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  p l a n e  o f  i t s  h i t h e r t o  

i d e a l  e x i s t e n c e .

I  t h e r e f o r e  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d  a l l  o u r  H in d u  m e m b e r s  w h o  c a n  

a f f o r d  i t  t o  s u b s c r ib e  f o r  t h e  Path ( I n d i a n  S u b s c r ip t io n  r a t e  R s .  6 - 1 2 ) .

The Tract-mailing Scheme.— T h is  s p le n d id ,  m o s t  e f f i c ie n t  a g e n c y  f o r  

t h e  s p r e a d  o f  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  t h e  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  c o n c e p t io n s  

o f  t h e  H i n d u  s p i r i t u a l  p h i l o s o p h y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i g h t y  W e s t  is ,  a s  

m a n y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  k n o w ,  u n d e r  t h e  s p e c ia l  c h a r g e  o f  o u r  d e v o t e d  

B r o t h e r  A l e c  F u l l e r t o n .  U p  t o  N o v e m b e r  1 7 t l i  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r

2 1 9 .0 0 0  t r a c t s  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e s  g i v e n  b e lo w *  h a d  b e e n  p r in t e d  a n d  

c i r c u la t e d ,  a n d  R s .  3 ,6 0 0  h a d  b e e n  c o n t r ib u t e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  i n  

A m e r i c a  f o r  t h i s  o n e  p u r p o s e .  A n d  i n  a d d i t io n  t o  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  

t h r o u g h  M r . F u l l e r t o n ,  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ’s  B r a n c h e s  o n  t h e  

P a c i f ic  C o a s t  o f  A m e r i c a  f o r m e d  a n  o r g a n i s a t io n  o f  t h e i r  o w n  f o r  t h i s  

a n d  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  m a n y  t h o u s a n d  t r a c t s  n o t  

in c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a b o v e  f i g u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  b r o a d c a s t  m a i l  t o  a l l  

e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h a t  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  v ig o r o u s  p a r t  o f  A m e r ic a .

B e t w e e n  J u l y  1s t  a n d  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 t h  a  f u r t h e r  n u m b e r  o f

1 3 .0 0 0  t r a c t s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  a  c o s t  o f  o v e r  R s .  7 0 0 .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  

l a t e s t  f i g u r e s  t o  h a n d  a n d  s h o w  a  r e c o r d  o f  e a r n e s t  w o r k  a n d  r e s o l u t e  

p u r p o s e  w h i c h  o u r  H i n d u  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  a p p r e c ia t e  a n d  imitate.

The Theosophical Forum.— B r o t h e r  F u l l e r t o n  i s  a g a i n  r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  e d i t i n g  o f  t h i s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  a g e n c i e s  

f o r  k e e p i n g  u p  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  g i v i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

t h e  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  q u e s t i o n s  o f  d o u b t  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y  o n  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

s u b j e c t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e r v i n g  a s  a  m e d i u m  f o r  t h e  i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  t h o u g h t  

a m o n g s t  t h e  m e m b e r s .  I t  i s  i s s u e d  m o n t h l y  a n d  c o n t a in s  1 2  p a g e s  

d u o d e c im o ,  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  a n s w e r i n g ,  b y  v a r io u s  c o n t r ib u t o r s ,  o f  q u e s 

t i o n s  s e n t  i n  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  b y  o u r  m e m b e r s .  S u p p l i e d  g r a t i s  t o  e v e r y  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S e c t i o n ,  i t  f i l l s  u p  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h e  i s s u e s  

o f  t h e  Path. T h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a lw a y s  t h o u g h t f u l ,  a n d  

t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  s u r p a s s e d  i n  t h e  

r e c e n t  i s s u e s .

M a n y  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  a s k e d  a n d  a n s w e r e d  in  t h e  Forum w o u ld  b e  

o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  H i n d u s ,  a n d  o u r  m e m b e r s  c o u ld  o n e  a n d  

a l l  d o  m u c h  t o  h e l p  o n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  s y m p a t h y  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  

a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  g r o w i n g  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  H i n d u  s p i r i t n a l  

t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  s h a r e  i n  t h i s  w o r k .  T o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  w i t h  M r . J u d g e  fo r  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  t h e  

Forum d i r e c t  t o  a n y  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  I n d i a  w h o  

w i l l  f o r w a r d  t h e  s u m  o f  R s .  2  a n n a s  8 t o  t h e  u n d e r s ig n e d  w h o  a d d s  h i s  

s t r o n g e s t  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  t o  o u r  F e l l o w s  t o  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h i s  

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  m a k i n g  g o o d  K a r m a  a n d  e n h a n c in g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  la n d .

T h e  a b o v e  b r a n c h e s  o f  o u r  A m e r ic a n  w o r k — t h e  Path, the Tract- 

'mailing scheme, a n d  t h e  Forum, w e r e  a l l  i n  a c t i v e  o p e r a t io n  l a s t  y e a r .

* An epitome of Theosophy. Karma as a cure for Trouble. Spirituality. The 
necessity for R eincarnation. Theosophy as a Quide in Life. &c., &c,



W e  n o w  p a s s  t o  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n e w  s c h e m e s  o f  u s e f u l  w o r k ,  n e w  

a g e n c i e s  f o r  s p r e a d in g  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  E a s t e r n  s p i r i t u a l  t h o u g h t  in  t h e  

W e s t ,  a n d  o f  k e e p in g  m e m b e r s  a n d  B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

S o c i e t y  a c t iv e  a n d  e n e r g e t i c .

Department of Branch Worlz.— T h i s  s c h e m e  w a s  s t a r t e d  in  J u n e  o f  t h i s  

y e a r  b y  M r . W .  Q . J u d g e ,  t h e  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  

A m e r ic a n  S e c t io n .  I t s  o b j e c t  i s  t o  s u p p l y  m o n t h l y  o r  f o r t n i g h t l y  t o  

a l l  B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  p r i n t e d  p a p e r s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  r e a d ,  a n d  f o r m  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t ,  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s .  T h e  p a p e r s  s o  c i r c u l a t e d  

h a v e  u s u a l l y  b e e n  r e a d  b e f o r e  s o m e  o n e  B r a n c h  a n d  a r e  t h e n  s u b m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  w h o ,  i f  h e  e s t e e m s  t h e m  w o r t h y ,  h a s  t h e m  

p r i n t e d  a n d  c i r c u la t e d  a s  a b o v e  t o  a l l  B r a n c h e s .  T h e s e  p a p e r s  a r e  not 
s u p p l i e d  o r  s o ld  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d  a l l  B r a n c h e s  r e c e i v e  t h e m  w h e t h e r  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  e x p e n s e  o r  n o t .

• * H e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  o u r  w o r k  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  i f  m e m b e r s  

w i l l  f u r n i s h  m e  w i t h  f u n d s  t o  p a y  p o s t a g e ,  a n d  c o n t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  

e x p e n s e  in c u r r e d  i n  p r i n t i n g ,  & c ., I  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  

r e g u l a r  s u p p l y  o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s  t o  a l l  B r a n c h e s  i n  I n d i a  d e s i r i n g  t o  h a v e  

t h e m .  A n d  a g a in  I  u r g e  o n  m e m b e r s  a n d  B r a n c h e s  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  t h e m  a n d  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  t h o u g h t f u l  m e m b e r s  c o n t r i 

b u t i n g  s h o r t  p a p e r s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  s e n t  t o  A m e r ic a  f o r  M r . J u d g e  t o  p r i n t  

a n d  c i r c u la t e .

B e t w e e n  J u n e  1 s t  a n d  N o v e m b e r  4 t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a p e r s  h a v e  

b e e n  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  p l a n  :—

* 1. T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  O b j e c t s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  a s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f ir s t .  2 .  S o u l  a n d  S p i r i t ;  a n d  T h e  S o u l  a n d  i t s  E v o l u t i o n .

3 a n d  4  c o n t a in  p a p e r s ,  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  t o  h a n d .  5 . T h e  S e l f  

i s  t h e  F r i e n d  o f  S e l f  a n d  a l s o  i t s  E n e m y .  6. S o u l  a n d  S p i r i t ; a n d  U n i o n  

o f  t h e  M a n a s  w i t h  t h e  B u d d h i .

Theosophical Socicty Correspondence Staff.— T h i s  i s  a  s c h e m e  b y  

w h i c h  a  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  e a r n e s t  a n d  w e l l  r e a d  m e m b e r s  a r e  p la c e d  i n  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  e n q u ir e r s  o r  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  a n x io u s  f o r  i n f o r 

m a t i o n  o r  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  q u e s t io n s  a n s w e r e d .  I t  i s  

a  p l a n  w h i c h  p r o m is e s  t o  y i e l d  v a l u a b l e  r e s u l t s  a n d  i s  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  

m a n y  s i g n s  o f  g r o w t h  a n d  a c t i v i t y  in  A m e r ic a .

New Boohs.— T h e  A m e r i c a n  S e c t io n  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  

n e w  b o o k s ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  m o s t  u s e f u l  a n d  v a lu a b le  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  T h e o s o 

p h y .  T h e y  a r e :

( 1 ) .  A  W o r k i n g  G lo s s a r y  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  t e r m s ;  w h i c h  in c l u d e s  

a l l  t h e  S a n s c r i t  a n d  H i n d u  t e r m s  i n  c o m m o n  u s e  i n  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f  G r e e k  a n d  L a t i n  o r ig in .
( 2 ) .  A n  a d m ir a b le  e d i t i o n  o f  P a t a n j a l i ’s  Y o g a  P h i l o s o p h y ,  e d i t e d

w i t h  v e r y  a b le  n o t e s  b y  M r . W .  Q . J u d g e .

( 3 ) .  E c h o e s  f r o m  t h e  O r ie n t .  A  B r o a d  O u t l in e  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l ;

D o c t r i n e s ,  l i k e w i s e  b y  M r . J u d g e  ; & c.

( 4 . )  T h e  W o n d e r  L ig h t  a n d  o t h e r  T a l e s ; b y  M r . C a m p b e l l  V e r  

P l a n k .

T h e  t w o  l a t t e r  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  in  l a s t  m o n t h ’s  Theosophist a n d  a r o  

a g a i n  r e c o m m e n d e d  s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a l l  o u r  m e m b e r s .

L a s t l y ,  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c a r r y in g  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y ,  m u s t  b e  m e n t io n e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p r i n t i n g  o ff ic e ,  

k n o w n  a s  t h e  Aryan Press, w h e r e  a l l  o u r  w o r k  i s  n o w  d o n e .  I t s  c r e a t i o n  

w a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  e a r n e s t  m e m b e r s  a n d  i t  i s  w e l l  s u p p o r t e d  

b y  t h e  B r a n c h e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .

B e s i d e s  t h o  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a r t i c l e s ,  p a m p h le t s ,  t r a c t s ,  & c., t o o  

n u m e r o u s  t o  d w e l l  o n  in  d e t a i l ,  t h o u g h  w e  c a n n o t  f o r b e a r  m e n t io n in g  

M r . C o n n e l l y ’s  n e w  n o v e l : Neila Sen, a  r e v i e w  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  s h o r t l y  

a p p e a r  in  t h e s e  p a g e s .

Financial assistance to Head-Quarters.— T h e  f ig u r e s  u n d e r  t h i s ‘h e a d  

g i v e  a  f in a l  a n d  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  p r o o f ,  i f  m o r e  w e r e  n e e d e d ,  n o t  

o n l y  o f  t h e  s p r e a d ,  g r o w t h  a n d  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  

i n  A m e r ic a ,  b u t  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  I n d i a  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  t r u o  

h o m e  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  a l s o  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  s y m p a t h y  w i t h ,  a n d  

e a r n e s t  e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  I n d i a  t h a t  i s  g r o w i n g  so  p o w e r f u l l y  i n  t h a t  
c o u n t r y .

T h e  f ig u r e s  a r e  t h e s e  :—

T h e  t o t a l  c a s h  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s  u p  t o  December 
1 9 ,  1 8 9 0 ,  w a s  R s .  9 ,0 6 0 - 8 - 3 .  O u t  o f  t h i s  a m o u n t  R s .  8 * 0 8 2 -7 -8 , o r  

m o r e  t h a n  eight ninths of the whole was contributed from America. 

T h i s  i s  d i s g r a c e f u l  t o  I n d i a  a n d  d o e s  n o t  r e f le c t  m u c h  c r e d i t  o n  t h e ,  

B r i t i s h  S e c t i o n ,  t h o u g h  in  t h a t  c a s e  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t l i a t  o n e  o f  

i t s  m e m b e r s ,  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f  C o l .  O lc o t t ,  c o n t r ib u t e d ,  c o n d i t i o n 

a l l y ,  o v e r  R s .  10,000 t o  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  l a s t  C h r is t m a s .

A t  a n y  r a t e ,  t h e s e  f ig u r e s  s h o w  t o  H i n d u s  w h a t  t h e  A m e r ic a n  

S e c t i o n  i s  n o w  d o in g  f o r  t h e m ,  a n d  s h o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  o u r  I n d i a n  

m e m b e r s  t o  i n c r e a s e d  e f f o r t s  t o  d r a w  c l o s e r  t h e  b o n d s  o f  f r a t e r n a l  

s y m p a t h y  a n d  a c t i v e  c o - o p e r a t io n  b y  a l l  m e a n s  in  t h e i r  p o w e r .

Bertram Keig&tley, 
General Secretary of the ̂ Indian Section♦

HINDU THEISM.
[ C o u l d  m a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e s  t a l k ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  ’v e r y  h e a r t i l y  

© o h o  t h e  m e l a n c h o l y  c r y  o f  m o r t a l s  : “  H o w  s o o n  w e  a r e  f o r g o t t e n !”  W e  c a n n o t *  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  r e v i v e  t h e  r e g r e t t e d  d e a t h ,  b u t  w e  c a n ,  h a p p i l y ,  r e c a l l  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  

a r t i c l e .  T h i s  l i t t l e  p i e c e  o f  l i t e r a r y  n e c r o m a n c y  w e  p r o p o s e  t o  p e r f o r m  h e r e w i t h ,  

b y  r e p r i n t i n g  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  b y  B a b u  R a j  N a r a i n  B o s e  o n  “  T h e  

S u p e r i o r i t y  o f  H i n d u i s m  t o  o t h e r  E x i s t i n g  R e l i g i o n s : a s  v i e w e d  f r o m  t h e  S t a n d *  

p o i n t  o f  T h e i s m , ”  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  f i r s t  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t  f o r  1 8 8 2 .  T h e s e  a r t i c l e s  

c o n t a i n ,  i n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  a r g u m e n t ,  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t e x t s  f r o m  v a r i o u s  s a c r e d  b o o k s  o f  t h e  H i n d u s ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h e s e  q u o t a 

t i o n s  w h i o h  w e  n t r w  r e p r o d u c e ; f o r ,  a l t h o u g h  M r .  B o s e ’s  a r t i c l e s  a re *  t b  a  g r e a t  

e x te n t ,  d e p e n d e n t  w p o a  t h e s e  S l o k a s ,  t h e y  a r e  i n  n o  w a y  b e h o l d e n  f o r  /  t h e i r

5



Sntrinsib value to tho matrix in which they were embedded. As, however, 
their comparative valne is greatly enhanced by the admirable setting in which 
Mr. Bose ha? fixed them, we hope that their re-perusal now will incite our readers 
to refer back to the articles from which they are taken ; where they will also find 
ih,e Sanskrit text of each Sloka.—2£c?.]

O f D e i t y .

G o d  is  T r u t h ,  W is d o m  a n d  I n f i n i t y  i t s e l f .—Rig Vedd.
T h e  h u m a n  s o u l  a n d  G o d , t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  a r e  l i k e  t w o  b e a u t i f u l  

b ir d s  l i v i n g  a s  f r i e n d s  a n d  c o m p a n io n s .— Ibid.

E v e r y w h e r e  a r e  h i s  e y e s ,  e v e r y w h e r e  i s  h i s  m o u t h .— Ibid.
T h e  B r a h m a n s  c a l l  t h e  o n e  b e i n g  b y  v a r io u s  n a m e s ,  s u c h  a s  A g n *> 

Y a m a  a n d  M a t a r i s l iw a r a .— Ibid.
T h o u  a r t  o u r  f a t h e r ,  t h o u  a r t  o u r  m o t h e r .— Ibid.
T h y  f r i e n d s h ip  i s  m o s t  a g r e e a b le *  t h y  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  m o s t  a g r e e a b l e .

—Ibid. ’
T h o u  a r t  o u r s ,  w e  a r e  t h i n e . — Ibid.
H e  w h o  i s  in  o u r  s o u l  i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  s u n ,  H e  i s  o n e .— Upanishad*

P i o u s  m e n ,  w h o  k n o w  h im  a s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  s o u ls ,  o b t a in  e t e r n a l  

f e l i c i t y  > N o n e  e l s e  i 6 a b le  to  o b t a in  s u c h  f e l i c i t y . — Ibid.
H e  i s  o m n ip r e s e n t ,  a l l - im m a n e n t ,  a n d  o f  t h e  s u b t l e s t  essence._

Mundakupanishad.
A s  t h e  e y d  s e e s  t h e  e x p a n d e d  s k y ,  s o  t h e  w i s e  S ee  t h e  o m n ip r e s e n t  

G o d .—-Rig Veda.
G o d  i s  n o t  t o  b e  o b t a in e d  b y  Y e d i c  s a y i n g s ,  n o r  b y  r e m e ih b r & n c e  o f  

* w h at i s  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  H im .  H e  o n l y  w h o m  H e  a c c e p t e t h  c a n  o b t a in  

H i m ;  t o  h i s  S o u l d o t h  H e  r e v e a l  H i s  n a t u r e.—KatJiopanishad.
H b  c a n n o t  b e  s e e n  b y  t h e  e y e s .  H e  c a n n o t  b e  d e s c r ib e d  b y  t h o  

t o n g u e .  H &  i s  a c c e s s ib l e  t o  n o n e  o f  t h e  s e n s e s .  H e  c a n n o t  b e  o b t a in e d  

b y  m e a n s  o f  a u s t e r i t i e s  o r  r i t t i a l  o b s e r v a n c e s .  T h a t  m a n  a lo n e  w h o s e  

* n in d  hoLs b e e n  p u r i f ie d  b y  d i v i n e  k n o w l e d g e ,  c a n ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  d o n t e m i  

p l a t i o n ,  s e e  t h a t  G o d  w h o  i s  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  s e n s e s . — Upanishad.
I d o l a t r y  a  m is t a k e .

l< o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  w o r s h i p p e r s ,  i m a g i n a r y  f o r m s  a r e  a s c r ib e d  to  

t h e  a l l - i n t e l l i g e n t  G o d , w h o  o n l y  i s ,  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d ,  i s  b o d i le s s ,  a n d  

h a s  n o  d e s i g n a t i o n ; t h e  i m a g i n i n g  o f  f o r m s  n a t u r a l l y  b r in g s  o n  t h e  

i m a g i n i n g  o f  m a le  a n d  f e m a l e  f o r m s .— Jamadagni.
. G o d  i s  w i t h o u t  s u c h  s e n s i b l e  a t t r i b u t e s  a s  n a m e '  a n d  f o r m . ; H e  

i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  d e c a y ,  d e s t r u c t io n ,  c h a n g e ,  o r  b i r t h .  T h i s  m u c h  c a n  

b e  a f f ir m e d  o f  h im ,  t h a t  h e  o n ly  e x i s t s .—-Vishnu Purana.
O r d in a r y  n le n  b e l i e v e  w a t e r  t o  b e  G o d  ; t h e  m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  b e l i e v e  

t h e  p la h e t ^  t o  b e  G o d ; t h e  g r o s s l y  i g n o r a n t  b e l i e v e  i m a g e s  o f  s t o n e  a n d  

W o d  to  b e  G ro d ; b u t  t h e  t r u l y  f d e v o t e d  b e l i e v e  t h e  [ I n f i n i t e ]  S p i r i t  

i o  b e  G o d .— Satatapa.
T h e  m a n  w h o  k n o w s  G o d  n e e d  n o t  o b s e r v e ,,  a n y  r i t e s  o r  w o r s h i p  

id o l s .  W h e n  t h e  w in d  b l o w s  t h e r o  is n o  n e e d  o f  a  f a n .—Kulamavd
Tantra.

T h u s  im a g i n a r y  f o r m s  a r e  a s c r ib e d  t o  G o d  a c c o r d in g  to  h i s  a t t r i b u t e s  

f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  i n f e r i o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .—Mahanirvana
Tantra.

I f  m i n d - d e v i s e d  im a g e s  b e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  s a lv a t io n ,  a  m a n  c a n  

b e c o m e  a  k i n g  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  k i n g d o m  a c q u ir e d  in  a  d r e a m .— Ibid.

T h e r e  .can  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  a  m a n ,  w h o ,  c o n s id e r i n g  s e n s i b l e  r e 

p r e s e n t a t io n s  o f  G o d  t o  b e  m e r e  c h i l d ’s  p l a y ,  w o r s h ip s  h im  in  s p i r i t ,  i s  

s a v e d .— Ibid.
S t u p i d  p e o p le ,  w h o  c o n s id e r  i m a g e s  o f  c la y ,  s to n e ,  m e t a l ,  o r  w o o d  

t o  b e  G o d  s u f f e r  m i s e r y ,  a n d  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  o b t a in  t h e  g r e a t  p l a c e .— ■

Bhagvata.
M e n  d o  n o t  o b t a in  s a l v a t i o n  b y  m e a n s  o f  r i t u a l  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  o r  b y  

t h e  r e c i t i n g  o f  s a c r e d  t e x t  a n d  w o r s h i p  o f  i m a g e s  ; t h e y  o n l y  a r e  s a v e d  

w h o  c a n  k n o w  t h e  G r e a t  S p i r i t  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  s p ir i t .  —-Mahanirvana
Tantra.

H e  w h o ,  f o r s a k i n g  m e ,  w h o  a m  p r e s e n t  i n  a l l  b e in g s  a s  t h e  G r e a t  

S p i r i t  a n d  t h e  G r e a t  L o r d ,  w o r s h i p s  id o l s ,  o f f e r s  o b la t io n s  u p o u  a s h e s  nofc 
u p  o n  f ir e .— Bhagavata.

K n o w  f o r m s  t o  b e  f a l s e ,  a n d  t h e  f o r m le s s  t o  b e  im m u t a b le  t r u t h .—-

Ashtabakra Samhita.
O h  G o d d e s s ,  a s  t h i r s t  c a n n o t  b e  a p p e a s e d  w i t h o u t  w a t e r ,  s o  s a l v a t i o n  

c a n n o t  b e  o b t a in e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  O N E  T R U E  G O D .—

Kalarnava Tantra.
G od  a n d  t h e  S o u l .

G o d  i s  n o t  b o r n ,  n o r  d o e s  h e  d ie .  H e  i s  n o t ,  n o r  h a s  h e  b e c o m e  a n y  

o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s . — Upanishad.
G o d  i s  a s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  a s  l i g h t  fr o m  s h a d o w .— »

Kuthopanishad.
T h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  b e in g ,  t h e  s o u l ,  i s  t h e  s e e r ,  t h c  m in d e r ,  t h e  k n o w e r ,  

t h e  m a s t e r .  I t  i s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  I n d e s t r u c t i b l e  B e i n g . — Prasnopanishad.
T h e  G r e a t  B r a h m a  a lo n e  i s  t o  b e  w o r s h i p p e d ,  i n  w h o m  t h e  s o u l  i s  

S t a t io n e d .—Manu Sanhita.
H e  ( G o d )  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  k n o w n  a s  w e l l  a s  u n k n o w n  o b j e c t s .— ■

Talabakaropanishad.
H e  ( G o d )  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h i s  w o r ld  o f  c a u s a t io n .— Kathopanishad.
D o  y o u  k n o w  h i i j i  w h o  s u m m o n e d  a l l  t h e s e  ( t o  b e in p r) ? H e  b e in g  

( l i s t i j jp t  fro ip . ,a ll  t h e s e ,  i s  i m m i n e n t  i n  y o u r  s o u l White Yahur Sanhita.

P ie t y  a n d  A s c e t i c i s m .

T h e  m a n  o f  s t r o n g  a n d  u n s u b d u e d  p a s s i o n s  h a s  c a u s e  t o  f e a r  foi*  

h i m s e l f  i n  a  f o r e s t .  W h a t  h a r m  c a n  t h e r e  b o  to  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  

tfu b d u e d  h i s  p a s s i o n s  a n d  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  G o d , i f  h e  l i v e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  

h i s  f& m ily  ? H e  w h o ,  s u b d u in g  h i s  p a s s i o n s ,  p r a c t i s e s  p i e t y  a t  h o m e ,  

d e f e a t s  h i s  e n e m ie s  ( t h e  v i c i o u s  p r o p e n s i t i e s )  l ik e  a  m a n  w h o  t a k e s  

r e f u g e  i n  a  f o r t .  H e  c a n  m o v e  a b o u t  f r e e l y  i n t h e  w o r ld .  H e  n e e d  

n o t  f e a r  a n y t h i n g .-^SrimaibJiggvaU



T h e  m a n , w h o  is  a  s la v e  t o  t h e  p a s s i o n s ,  p r a c t i s e t h  v i c e  e v e n  w h e n  

l i v i n g  in  a  fo r e s t .  R e s t r a i n i n g  t h e  p a s s i o n s  a t  h o m e  i s  t r u e  a u s t e r i t y .  

T o  t h e  m a n  o f  s u b d u e d  p a s s i o n s  w h o  d o e s  n o t  c o m m it  a n  n g l y  a c t ,  h i s  

h o m e  i s  h i s  h e r m i t a g e .— Santisataka.
H e  w h o  d o e s  n o t  c o m m it  s in  in  m in d ,  w o r d ,  d e e d ,  o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

p r a c t i s e t h  m o r t i f i c a t i o n ; n o t  h e  w h o  o n l y  d r i e t h  u p  h i s  b o d y .

T h a t  m a n  i s  p u r i f ie d  w h o ,  r e p e n t i n g  f o r  h i s  s in s ,  r e f r a i n e t h  f r o m  

them, s a y i n g ,  “  I  s h a l l  n e v e r  c o m m it  t h e m  a g a i n ” — Manu.
F atherhood  op G od.

T h o u  a r t  o u r  F a t h e r ; t h o u  i n s t r u c t e d  u s  l i k e  a  f a t h e r .—White
Yajur Veda.

H e  w h o  c a l l e d  t h e  w o r ld  in t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  S e e r  a n d  t h e  C a l le r ,  i s  

O u r F a t h e r . — Ibid.
I  a m  t h e  F a t h e r ,  t h e  M o t h e r ,  t h e  P r o v id e r  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  S i r e  o f  

t h e  U n i v e r s e .—Bhagavad Gita.
T h o u  a r t  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  t h i s  m o v a b le  a n d  im m o v a b le  U n i v e r s e ,  t h o u  

fc r t i t s  o b j e c t  o f  a d o r a t io n ,  a n d  t h e  S u p e r io r  o f  a l l  s u p e r io r s .— Ibid.
G o d  i s  t o  b e  w o r s h i p e d  w i t h  l o v e .—Brihadaranyaka Upanishad.

T h e y  w h o  w o r s h i p  m e  w i t h  l o v e .—Bhagavad Gita.
S e l f -s a c r i f i c e .

O n e  c a n n o t  g a in  i m m o r t a l i t y  b y  m e a n s  o f  w e a l t h ,  o r  c h i ld r e n ,  

Or r i t u a l  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  b u t  b y  m e a n s  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .—SloJca quoted by
Sankaracharya.

G en tlen ess .

I f  a n y  o n e  b e  a n g r y  w i t h  y o u ,  y o u  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a n g r y  i n  r e t u r n .  

I f  a n y  o n e  in j u r e  y o u ,  y o u  s h o u l d  s a y  : “  L e t  g o o d  b e  t o  t h e e . ” — Mann.
T h e  g o d s  a w a i t  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  m a n  w h o  h i m s e l f  d o e s  n o t  u s e  

h a r s h  w o r d s  t o  a n o t h e r ,  n o r  m a k e t h  a n o t h e r  u s e  t h e m  t o w a r d s  h im  ; 

w h o ,  b e i n g  s t r u c k ,  d o e s  n o t  h i m s e l f  s t r ik e  a n o t h e r ,  n o r  m a k e t h  a n o t h e r  

s t r i k e  h i m  ; a n d  w h o  d o e s  n o t  w i s h  t o  s l a y  t h e  e v i l - d o e r .— Mahabharata.
H e a r  t h e  s u m  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  h a v i n g  h e a r d  i t ^ b e a r  i t  i n  m i n d :  

T o u  s h o u ld  n o t  d o  t o  o t h e r s  w h a t  i s  in j u r io u s  t o  y o u r s e l f . — Ibid.
H e  r e a l l y  s e e t h ,  w h o  s e e t h  a l l  b e in g s  a s  h i m s e l f .—Brahma Dharma

Grantha.
H e  i s  t h e  t r u l y  d e v o n t  w h o  s e e t h  a l l  b e i n g s  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i m s e l f ,  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h a p p in e s s  a n d  m i s e r y .—Bhagavad Gita.
O n e  s h o u ld  o f f e r  d u e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  a n  e n e m y  w h o  c o m e s  t o  h i s  

f lo o r s .  T h e  t r e e  d o e s  n o t  r e f u s e  s h a d e  e v e n  t o  t h e  w o o d c u t t e r .— Maha-

bharata.
C aste D istin ctio n s .

T h e r e  i s  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  c a st©  i n  t h i s  w o r ld  o f  B r a h m a n s .  T h a  

j n e n  w h o  w e r e  c r e a t e d  b e f o r e  b y  G o d  o b t a in e d  c a s t e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h o  

p r o f e s s i o n s  t h e y  fo l lo w e d * — Mahabharata.
T h e  S u d r a  c a n  b e c o m e  a  B r a h m a n  a n d  t h e  B r a h m a n  a  S u d r a .  T h o  

g a m e  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  K h s a t r i y a  a n d  Y a i s y a . — - i f anu<

H e  in  w h o m  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t r u t h ,  m u n i f ic e n c e ,  f o r g iv e n e s s ,  g e n t l e 

n e s s ,  a b s e n c e  f r o m  c r u e l  d e e d s ,  c o n t e m p la t io n  a n d  b e n e v o le n c e  a r e  

o b s e r v e d ,  i s  c a l l e d  a  B r a h m a n  in  t h e  S m r i t i  o r  L a w . O h  s e r p e n t ! H e  in  

w h o m  t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  o b s e r v e d  i s  a  B r a h m a n ,  a n d  h e  in  w h o m  

t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  o b s e r v e d  i s  a  S u d r a .—Mahabharata Vana-
parva.

O h  G o d d e s s ! T h e  S u d r a  w h o  p e r f o r m e t h  t h e s e  g o o d  a c t io n s  a n d  

i s  e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e s e  g o o d  q u a l i t i e s  i s  a  B r a h m a n ,  a n d  t h e  Y a i s y a ,  

w h o  a c t e t h  l i k e  a  K s h a t r i y a ,  i s  a  K s h a t r i y a .  O h  G o d d e s s  ! i f  t h e  l o w 

b o r n  S u d r a  a c t e t h  i n  t h a t  w a y ,  h e  b e c o m e s  a  B r a h m a n  o r d a in e d  a s  s u c h  

w i t h  V e d i c  r i g h t s .  O h  G o d d e s s  ! t h i s  i s  t h e  l a w  o f  G o d , t h a t  t h e  s o n  

o f  a  S u d r a  w h o ,  b y  g o o d  a c t s ,  o b t a in s  p u r i t y  o f  m in d  a n d  a  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

h i s  p a s s i o n s ,  i s  t o  b e  r e s p e c t e d  a s  a  B r a h m a n .  I t  i s  m y  o p in io n  t h a t  

t h e  S u d r a  w h o  p e r f o r m e t h  g o o d  a c t s  a n d  i s  o f  a  g o o d  c h a r a c t e r ,  i s  

s u p e r io r  t o  a  B r a h m a n .  B i r t h  i n  a  B r a h m a n ’s  f a m i ly ,  o r d in a t io n  a s  a  

B r a h m a n ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Y e d a s ,  d o  n o t  m a k e  a  B r a h m a n ; h e  w h o  i s  

v i r t u o u s  i s  a  B r a h m a n .  A l l  b e c o m e  v i r t u o u s  B r a h m a n s  b y  b e i n g  

v i r t u o u s .  I f  a  S u d r a  b e  v i r t u o u s ,  h e  a t t a i n e t h  t h e  r a n k  o f  B r a h m a n .  

O h  ! a l l - a u s p i c i o u s  G o d d e s s ! i t  i s  m y  b e l i e f  t h a t  G o d ’s  n a t u r e  i s  e v e r y 

w h e r e  t h e  s a m e ; h e  w h o  s e a t e t h  i n  h i s  o w n  h e a r t  G o d , w h o  i s  h o ly  a n d  

i s  d e v o id  o f  ( m a t e r i a l )  q u a l i t i e s ,  i s  a  B r a h m a n .  I  t h u s  t e l l  y o u  t h e  

m y s t e r y  b y  w h i c h  m a n  b e c o m e s  a  S u d r a  a n d  t h e  S u d r a  a  B r a h m a n .—

Mahabharat, Anussava Parva.
A s  t h e  p r o f i c i e n t  f e m a l e  d a n c e r  o b s e r v e s  t h e  r u le s  o f  d a n c in g  a n d  

m u s ic ,  b u t  s t i l l  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  p i t c h e r  f u l l  o f  w a t e r  o n  h e r  

h e a d  t o  f a l l  d o w n ,  s o  t h e  w i s e  m a n ,  p a y i n g  t h e  c l o s e s t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

w o r l d l y  a f f a ir s ,  d o e s  n o t  f o r s a k e  t h e  f e e t  o f  G o d , t h e  S a v io u r .—Sloka
quoted by Chakravarti.

H e  w h o  w o r s h i p s  G o d  w i t h o u t  a n y  d e s i r e ,*  e lu d e s  b i r t h  i n  t h i s  

w o r ld ,  u e.y e l u d e s  t r a n s m i g r a t i o n . —  Upanishad.
T o  G o d  I  r e s i g n  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  c e r e m o n i a l  o b s e r v a n c e .—Hindu

Ritual.

T h e  F uture S ta te .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  o f  t h i s  l i f e  t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  d a y  n o r  

n i g h t ; n e i t h e r  d e c a y  n o r  d e a t h ,  n o r  s o r r o w ; n e i t h e r  v i r t u e  n o r  v ic e .  

T h e  s o u l  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  r e f r a i n e t h  o f  i t s e l f  f r o m  v ic e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  s i n 

l e s s  B r a h m a  L o k .  A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r id g e ,  t h e  b l in d  lo s e  t h e i r  b l i n d 

n e s s ,  t h e  m is e r a b le  t h e i r  m is e r y ,  a n d  t h e  s o r r o w f u l  t h e i r  s o r r o w .  O n  

c r o s s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  n i g h t  i s  c h a n g e d  in t o  c o n t i n u e d  d a y .  T h e  B r a h m a  

L o k  s h i n e t h  o f  i t s e l f .—Chandogya Upanishad.

C atholicism  of H in d u ism .

A s  t h e  O c e a n  i s  t h e  g o a l  o f  a l l  r iv e r s ,  s o  t h o u  a r t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  p a t h s ,  s t r a i g h t  o r  d e v io u s ,  w h i c h  m e n  f o l l o w  according t o  

t h e i r  v a r io u s  t a s t e s  a n d  i n c l i n a t i o n s . f — Mahimnastrava,
*  Se lf- in te rested  m otive .

t  This is contained in a hymn to Sira, daily chanted by the Brahmans,



I t  i s  s e e n  in  t h e  V e d a s  t h a t  m e n  v i o l a t i n g  a l l  r u l e s  o f  c z tste  a n d  t h e  

f o u r  o r d e r s  o f  l i f e  a r e  d e c la r e d  t o  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  B r a h m a g n a n  ( c o m 

m u n io n  w i t h  G o d ) .—''-Vedant Sutras.
R e v e r e n c e  b e  t o  t h a t  Y i s h n u  b y  t a k i n g  r e f u g e  i n  w h o m  t h e  K i r a 

t a s ,  t h e  H u n a s ,  t h e  O u d h a r a s ,  t h e  P u l i n d a s ,  t h e  P i i k k a s a s ,  t h e  A b h ir a s *  

t h e  K a n k a s ,  t h e  Y a v a n a s ,  t h e  K h a s a s ,  a n d  o t h e r  w i c k e d  r a c e s  a r e  p u r i 

fied.^*-^-Srimad Bhagavata.
R e l ig io n  in  D a i l y  L i f e .

P r o p e r  fo o d ,  p r o p e r  a m u s e m e n t s ,  p r o p e r  e n d e a v o u r s ,  p r o p e r  a c t s ,  

p r o p e r  s l e e p ,  p r o p e r  w a k in g ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c i p l i n e  w h i c h  

e n a b l e s  u s  t o  a v e r t  m is e r y .— Bhagavad Gita.
W h i l e  t a k i n g  m e d ic in e ,  o n e  s h o u ld  t h i n k  o f  Y i s h n u ; w h i l e  e a t i n g ,  

d f  J a n a r d a n a ,  o r  t h e  A l l - F e e d e r ;  w h i l e  l y i n g  d o w n ,  o f  P a d m a n a b h a ; 

w h i l e  m a r r y in g ,  o f  P r a j a - p a t i ,  o r  t h e  L o r d  o f  C r e a t u r e s ; w h i l e  f i g h t 

i n g ,  o f  C h a k r a d h a r a ; w h i l e  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  a  f o r e ig n  la n d ,  o f  T h i v i k r a m a } 

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h ,  o f  N a r a y a n a  ; a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  r e u n io n  w i t h  fr ie n d s ,-  

o f  S r e d h a r a ;  a f t e r  d r e a m in g  b a d  d r e a m s ,  o f  G o v i n d a ;  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  

d a n g e r ,  o f  M a d h u s u d a n a ; i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  f o r e s t ,  o f  N a r s i n g h a ;  i n  t h e  

m i d s t  o f  f ir e ,  o f  J a la s a i ,  o r  t h e  o n e  l y i n g  o n  t h e  w a t e r ; i n  t h e  m id £ t  o f  

w a t e r ,  o f  Y a h a r a ; o n  a  m o u n t a in ,  o f  R a g h u m i n d a n a ; w h i l e  g o in g ,  o f  

Y a m a n a  ; a n d  i n  a l l  a c t s ,  o f  M a d h a v a . f —Brinad Nunditkeshivar Purana.
O h  t h o u  M o t h e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e ! f r o m  m o r n  t o  e v e ,  a n d  f r o m  e v e  

t o  m o r n ,  w h a t e v e r  I  d o  i s  t h y  w o r s h i p  o n l y . — Krishnanda Tantrasara, 
R e l ig io u s  K n o w l e d g e .

T h e  R i g  Y e d a ,  t h e  Y a j u r  V e d a ,  t h e  S a m  V e d a ,  t h e  A t h a r v a ,  

S i k s h a  o r  P r o n u n c ia t io n ,  K a lp a ,  Y y a k a r a n a  o r  G r a m m a r ,  N i r h k t a  o r  

G lo s s a r y ,  C h a n d a  o r  P r o s o d y ,  J y o t i s h  o r  A s t r o n o m y ,  a r e  a l l  in f e r i o r  

k n o w l e d g e  ; t h e  s u p e r io r  k n o w l e d g e  i s  t h a t  b y  w h i c h  t h e  U n d e c a y i n g  

c o u l d  b e  k n o w n .— Mundakupanishad.
W e  s h o u l d  n o t  d e t e r m in e  a n y t h i n g  o n l y  b y  h e l p  o f  t h e  S h a s t r a ;  

t h e r e  i s  l o s s  o f  r e l i g i o u s n e s s  in  j u d g i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  

a i d  o f  r e a s o n .— Vrihospati.
W h e n  y o u r  r e a s o n  s h a l l  b e  f r e e d  f r o m  d e lu s io n ,  t h e n  y o u  w i l l  

b e c o m e  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t r a d i t i o n  ( S r u t i  o r  t h e  Y e d a ) ,  o r  w h a t  i s  r e c k o n e d  

w o r t h y  o f  b e i n g  h e a r d  ( o t h e r  S h a s t r a s ) .-^-Bhagavat Gita.
A s  t h e  m a n ,  d e s ir o u s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  c o r n ,  r e j e c t s  t h e  h u s k *  s o  t h e  

w i s e  m a n  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  a c q u i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  G o d  & nd

*  E u r o p e a n s  b e i n g  g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  4< w i c k e d  r a c e  
c a l l e d  Y a v a n a s ,  ifc i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  k n o w  h o w  t h e y  b e n e f i t  u n d e r  t h i s  l a w .  I t  i a  
n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  t a k e  r e f u g e  i n  V i s h n u ,  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  t a k e  r c f u g o  i n  
C h r i s t  o r  B u d d h i s t s  i n  B u d d h a ,  b e c a u s e  V i s h n u  i s  n o t  a  p e r s o n ,  b u t  o n e  o u t  o f  
m a n y  n a m e s  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  b e i n g .  T h e r e f o r e  e v e r y  w 6 r s h i p p e r  o f  G o d ,  w h a t e v e r  
n a m e  h e  u s e s ,  i s  a  w o r s h i p p e r  o f  Y i s h n u — i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n g .  
C h r i s t i a n s  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  C h r i s t ,  B u d d h i s t s  o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  B t i d d h k ,  w h i l o  
H i n d u s  c a l l  u p o n  V i s h n u  h i m s e l f .  • r i

f  T h e s e  a r e  v a r i o u s  n a m e s  o f  V i s h n u  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h o  O m n i p o t e n t  O n e ,  
or Sole D e i t y .  T h e y  e x p r e s s  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  h e  p r e s e n t s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  
of view according to .  h i s  f u n c t i o n s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  A r a b i c ,  we find m o r e  t h a n  30 
d i s t i n c t  n a m e s  f o r  the Lion derived from hia various attributes* The Roarer, the 
Crouohirig One* etc.

o t h e r  k in d s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  ( l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  s a m e ) ,  s h o u ld ,  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  

w r i t i n g s  ( w h i c h  t r e a t  o f  G o d ) ,  a b a n d o n  t h e m ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  n o  e n d  o f  

b o o k s  ( o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ) .  A s  a  m a n  a f t e r  s e e i n g  a n  o b j e c t ,  w h i c h  h e  

w a n t s  t o  s e e ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  t o r c h ,  a b a n d o n s  i t ,  s o  t h e  k n o w e r  o f  G o d ,  

a f t e r  s e e i n g  G o d  b y  m e a n s  o f  b o o k s  t r e a t i n g  o f  d iv i n e  k n o w l e d g e ,  s h o u ld  

a b a n d o n  t h e m . ” — Bramlianda Purana.
K n o w i n g  l i f e  t o  b e  t r a n s i e n t ,  a b a n d o n in g  a l l  S h a s t r a s ,  w e  s h o u ld  

w o r s h i p  h im ,  t h e  u n d e c a y i n g  w h o  i s  T r u t h  i t s e l f  a n d  w h o  i s  t h e  o n l y  

R e a l i t y . — Ibid.
R e a s o n a b le  w o r d s  a r e  w e lc o m e  t h o u g h  f r o m  a  c h i ld ,  u n r e a s o n a b le  

w o r d s  a r e  t o  b e  r e j e c t e d  l i k e  g r a s s  t h o u g h  u t t e r e d  b y  B ra h m a .-T -Y o g ra -

Vasistha.
R e l ig io u s  P r a c t i c e s .

T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e s e  r i t u a l  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  

e i g h t e e n  p r i e s t s ,  a r e  u n s t a b l e  a n d  f l e e t in g .  T h o s e  d u n c e s ,  w h o  r e j o ic e  

o f  t h i n k i n g  t h e m  t o  b e  im p o r t a n t  d u t i e s ,  a r e  o f t e n  a n d  o f t e n  s u b j e c t  t o  

d e c a y  a n d  d e a t h  ( t .  e .,  t o  t r a n s m i g r a t i o n ) . — Mundakupanishad.
T h e  b e s t  a m o n g  B r a h m i n s ,  r e n o u n c i n g  t h e s e  r i t t t a l  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  

s h o u l d  b e  a s s id u o u s  i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  d i v i n e  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

t h e  V e d a s  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t r a n q u i l l i t y  o f  m i n d . — Manu Samita.
W h e r e  h e  c a n  c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  m i n d  u p o n  G o d , t h e r e  h e  s h o u ld  

w o r s h i p  h im .  T h e r e  i s  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  r u l e  a b o u t  t h i s . — Vedanta Sutra.

T r u t h  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; f o r g i v e n e s s  i s  p i l g r i m a g e  ; m o r t i f i c a t io n  o f  

t h e  s e n s e s  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; b e n e v o l e n c e  t o w a r d s  a l l  c r e a t u r e s  i s  p i l g r i m 

a g e  ; s i m p l i c i t y  o f  h e a r t  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; g e n e r o s i t y  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; 

c o n t e n t m e n t  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; a b s t i n e n c e  f r o m  im p r o p e r  s e x u a l  in t e r c o u r s e  

i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; s p e a k i n g  s w e e t  w o r d s  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  

d i v i n e  w i s d o m  i s  p i l g r i m a g e  ; c o n t in e n c e  i s  p i l g r i m a g e ; v i r t u e  i s  p i lg r im *  

a g e ; a t t a i n m e n t  o f  a  p u r e  h e a r t  i s  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  p i l g r i m a g e s .— Scanda
Purana.

I n  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s c r u p l e s  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  t o  b e  e a t e n  o r  

n o t  t o  b e  e a t e n ,  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  t o  b e  r e j e c t e d  o r  a c c e p t e d .  T h e r e  i s  n o  

r u l e  a b o u t  a u s p i c i o u s  h o u r s ,  o r  a b o u t  p la c e  o f  w o r s h i p .— Mahanirvana
Tantra.

I n  t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  G o d , p u r i t y  o f  s p e e c h ,  b o d y  a n d  m in d ,  i s  r e q u ir e d .  

I n  h i s  w o r s h i p  t h e r e  i s  n o  i n v o c a t i o n  o r  t h r o w i n g  a w a y  in t o  w a t e r  ( a s  

in  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  i d o l s ) .  A t  a l l  t i m e s  a n d  a l l  p la c e s  o n e  s h o u ld  w o r s h i p  

H i m .  O n e  s h o u ld  a d o r e  H i m  w i t h  a  p u r e  h e a r t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  b a t h e d ,  o r  

w i t h o u t  d o in g  s o ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  t a k e n  h i s  m e a l ,  o r  b e f o r e  d o in g  s o .— »

Mahanirvana Tantra.
H e  w h o  e m b r a c e s  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  ( t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  O n e  T r u e  G o d )  

e h o u ld  b e  t r u t h f u l ,  o f  w e l l - s u b d u e d  s e n s e s ,  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  g o o d  o f  o t h e r s ,  

w i t h o u t  h a t r e d ,  w i t h o u t  m a l i c e ,  w i t h o u t  p r id e ,  w e l l  m e a n in g ,  k in d ,  p u r e -  

h e a r t e d ,  a n d  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  a l w a y s  d o i n g  w h a t  i s  

p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e m .  H e  s h o u l d  o f t e n  h e a r  o f  G o d ,  h e  s h o u ld  o f t e n  t h i n k  

o f  G o d ;  h e  s h o u l d  o f t e n  s e a r c h  a f t e r  G o d ;  h e  s h o u ld  b e  o f  a  w e l l -



r e g u l a t e d  h e a r t ,  a n d  h a v e  f i r m n e s s  o f  m in d  ; h e  s h o u ld  n o t  u t t e r  a n y  

f a l s e h o o d ,  n o r  t h id k  o f  i n j u r i n g  o t h e r s ; h e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  i n i t i a t e d  in t o  

t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  O n e  T r u e  G o d ,  s h o u l d  r e f r a i n  f r o m  a d u l t e r y .  

A t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  e v e r y  a c t ,  h e  s h o u l d  p r o n o u n c e  t h e  w o r d s  * O m  T a t  

S a t ’, i. e ., G o d  i s  C r e a t o r ,  P r e s e r v e r  a n d  D e s t r o y e r .  H e  o n l y  r e a l l y  

e x i s t e t h .—Mahanirvana Tantra.
O h  G o d d e s s *  ! O f  H i m  w h o  h a s  a p p o i n t e d  t h e e  a n d  m e  f o r  t h o  

g o o d  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  I  s h a l l  t e l l  t h e e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  m a y  b e  b e n e f i t t e d ;  

i f  o n e  d o  g o o d  t o  t h e  w o r ld ,  G o d , t h e  l o r d  a n d  s o u l  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  b y  

w h o m  t h e  w o r ld  i s  s u p p o r t e d ,  i s  p l e a s e d .  H e  i s  o n e  o n l y ,  t h e  o n l y  

r e a l i t y ,  t h e  t r u t h  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d ,  s u p e r io r  t o  a l l ,  t h e  a l l - m a n i f e s t ,  t h e  

a l l - p e r f e c t .  .H e  i s  t r u t h  i t s e l f ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i t s e l f ,  a n d  f e l i c i t y  i t s e l f .  

H e  i s  w i t h o u t  f o r m ,  u n s u p p o r t e d ,  i m m u t a b l e ,  w i t h o u t  s o r r o w ,  d e v o id  o f  

m a t e r i a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  a l l - w i t n e s s i n g ,  t h e  s o u l  o f  a l l ,  t h e  a l l - s e e r ,  e v e r y 

w h e r e  p r e s e n t .  H e  i s  t h e  h i d d e n  i n  a l l  t h i n g s ,  o m n i p r e s e n t  a n d  

e t e r n a l .  H e  e n a b l e t h  t h e  s e n s e s  t o  m a n i f e s t  t h e i r  p o w e r s ,  b u t  H e  ia  

h i m s e l f  d e v o id  o f  t h e  s e n s e s .  H e  i s  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  s p e e c h  o r  m in d .  

T h a t  o m n is c i e n t  G o d  k n o w s  a l l ,  b u t  n o n e  k n o w s  H i m .  T h e  w h o l e  u n i 

v e r s e  e x i s t e t h  a s  in d i s p u t a b l e  t r u t h ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  H i m .  T h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  

o b j e c t s  e x i s t  a s  t r u e  t h r o u g h  h i s  t r u t h f u l n e s s .  O h , g r e a t  G o d d e s s  ! w e  

h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  b y  t h a t  c a u s e  o f  e x i s t e n c e s .  H e  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a l l ,  

t h e  o n e  o n ly  G o d .—Mahanirvana Tantra.

SYMBOLISM, WHITE AND BLACK.

A
N  e s t e e m e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w r i t e s  t o  u s : “ I  a m  s o m e w h a t  p u s z l e d  

a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t a k e n  u p  b y  t h e  Theosophist w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s y m 

b o l i s m .  J u d g i n g  b y  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  ‘ T h e  T w o  S o u r c e s  o f  V e n e r a t i o n /  y o u  

p l a c e  s y m b o l i s m  i n  t h e  s a m e  c a t e g o r y  a s  b lo o d y  r i t e s - — a  p a r t  o f  

e x o t e r i c  r e l i g i o n  t h a t  w e  o u g h t  t o  g e t  r i d  o f .  I  h a r d l y  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u r  

E a s t e r n  r e a d e r s ,  a t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  w i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  i n  t h i s ,  f o r  t h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  accustomed t o  r e l y  u p o n  s y m b o l i s m  f o r  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  i t s  a i d  w o u l d  f in d  t h e m s e l v e s  ‘ a t  s e a . ’ ”

T h i s  g i v e s  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a g a i n  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  “  t h e  w r i t e r s  

o f  c o n t r i b u t e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  a l o n e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  o p i n i o n s  t h e r e i n  

s t a t e d , ” — a  f a c t  w h i c h  i s  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  “  N o t i c e ”  t h a t  a p p e a r s  

i n  e v e r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e  M a g a z i n e ; b u t  i t  i s  p r o b a b le  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

e d i t o r i a l  “  w e ”  i n  s i g n e d  a r t i c l e s  h a s  m i s l e d  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  T h i s  

e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e  p l u r a l  p r o n o u n  m a y  b e  q u e s t i o n a b l e ; b u t  i t  i s  s o  

u n i v e r s a l  a  h a b i t  w i t h  p e r io d ic a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  t o  s e e m  j u s t i f i e d  b y  

c u s t o m .  W i t h  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  

p r o c e e d  t o  m a k e  a  f e w  r e m a r k s  u p o n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c r i t i c i s m .

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ’s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  c o n t a in  t h e i r  o w n  a n s w e r .  H e  says 
t h a t  o u r  E a s t e r n  r e a d e r s  “  h a v e  b e e n  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  r e l y  u p o n  s y m b o l 

i s m  f o r  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  i t s  a id  

s h o u l d  f in d  t h e m s e l v e s  ‘ a t  s e a . ’ ”  W h y ,  w e  m a y  a s k ,  w o u l d  t h e y  f in d

* Siva here ppeaks to bis spouse Parvati*

t h e m s e l v e s  t h u s  a t  s e a  P S i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  d e p r iv e d  o f  

t w o  a id s  t o  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  w h i c h  i t  i s  t h e  legitimate f u n c t io n  o f  a  s y m b o l  

t o  a f f o r d ; n a m e l y ,  a  memoria technica a n d  a  diagram. S c i e n c e  i s  f u l l  o f  

s y m b o l s  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  s e n s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h e m i s t r y ; a n d  m a p s ,  w h e t h e r  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  o r  g e o l o g i c a l ,  a r e ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  s o  m a n y  s y m b o l i c a l  d i a g r a m s .  

N o w ,  n o  o n e  c o u ld  t a k e  o b j e c t io n  t o  s y m b o l s  u s e d  only f o r  t h e  p u r p o s o  

o f  r e m e m b e r i n g  o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m a t t e r s  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  o r  e v e n  o f  

t h e o r y ,  b u t  t h e  n o t o r io u s  f a c t  i s  t h a t  s y m b o l s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  u s e d  a s  

proofs o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  h y p o t h e s e s  w h i c h  t h e y  o u g h t  

o n l y  t o  i l l u s t r a t e .  M y s t i c s  f in d  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  t h i s  p r a c t i s e  i n  t h e  

m a x i m  “ a s  a b o v e  s o  b e l o w , ” — i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i n  t h e  “ d o c t r in e  o f  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  i f  a n y t h i n g  s y m b o l iz e s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  

i n  o n e  p o in t ,  i t  w i l l  d o  s o  a l s o  i n  a  s e c o n d ,  a  t h i r d  o r  a  f o u r t h .  T h e  

n a t u r a l  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  a s s u m p t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  t h i n g  s y m b o l i z e d  

i s  n o t  s u s c e p t i b l e  o f  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t io n ,  i s  t o  m a k e  t h e  s y m b o l  a  r e g u l a r  

b a g ,  in t o  w h i c h  e v e r y  k i n d  o f  f a r - f e t c h e d  r e s e m b la n c e  i s  c r a m m e d ; 

u n t i l  a t  l a s t  t h e  p o p u l a r  id e a  o f  t h e  t h i n g  s y m b o l iz e d  c o m e s  t o  b e  i n  

l a r g e  p a r t  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  a g g r e g a t e d  q u a l i t i e s  i f  a  t h i n g  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  o r i g i n a l l y  c h o s e n  a s  i t s  s y m b o l  o n l y  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  a  r e s e m b la n c e  

i n  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t .

T h e  id e a  o f  t h e  s y m b o l  b e c o m e s ,  i n  f a c t ,  s u b s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  m in d  

f o r  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  t h i n g  s y m b o l i z e d .  T h i s  s u b s t i t u t io n  i s  c a r r i e d  t o  

t h e  e x t r e m e  l e n g t h  o f  a c t u a l  w o r s h i p s  o f  s y m b o l s  i n  a l l  r e l i g io n s ,  w h i c h  

i s  u n d o u b t e d ly  a  s i g n  o f  v e r y  e l e m e n t a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  

t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s .  E v e r y  c a s e  o f  reading into a  s y m b o l  a  m e a n in g  s u g 

g e s t e d  b y  f a n c i f u l  r e s e m b la n c e s  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  v e r y  c r u d e  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  

u n w a r r a n t a b le  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  m e n t a l  f a c u l t y  w h i c h  p e r c e iv e s  s i m i l a r i 

t i e s .  A  l i t t l e  c h i l d  w i l l  p u t  t h r e e  p e b b l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  o n  t h e  t a b l e  

a n d  t e l l  y o u  w i t h  e v i d e n t  p l e a s u r e  : “  T h a t  i s  p a p a ,  t h a t  i s  m a m m a ,  a n d  

t h i s  i s  b a b y  I” A n  i n f a n t  o f  a  l a r g e r  g r o w t h ,  w e r e  h e  a  c l e v e r  s y m b o l -  

o g i s t ,  w o u ld  d o u b t l e s s  f in d  m a n y  m e a n i n g s  in  t h i s  s y m b o l  t h a t  i t s  

in v e n t o r  d r e a m e d  o f ,— i f ,  in d e e d ,  h e  d id  n o t  a c t u a l l y  e n d o w  t h e  s t o n e s  

w i t h  a  m y s t i c a l  e n e r g y  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n s  t h e y  s y m b o l iz e d .

W e  c a n  h a r d l y  c r e d i t  t h c  s a g e s ,  t o  w h o m  w e  a t t r ib u t e  t h c  i n v e n 

t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  s y m b o l s ,  w i t h  a  d e s i r e  e i t h e r  t o  e x c i t e  t h e  i m p e r t i n e n t  

c u r i o s i t y  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n t  a s  t o  t h e i r  s ig n i f i c a t io n ,  o r  t o  f o s t e r  t h c  v a n i t y  

o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  t a u g h t  t h e i r  m e a n in g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  s e e m s  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  s y m b o l s  o f  r e l i g io n  a s  o t h e r  t h a n  

u s e f u l  r e m in d e r s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  m a t t e r  s y m b o l iz e d ,  a n d  w o  

m u s t  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e y  a c q u ir e d  a  “  s a c r e d ” c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  

p r e s e n t  “  m e a n i n g s ” f r o m  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e i r  r e a -1 s i g n i 

f ic a n c e  w a s  a t  b e s t  b u t  g u e s s  w o r k ; f o r  t h e i r  r e a l  m e a n in g ,  b e i n g  a n  

o b v i o u s  p a s s - w o r d  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  w h o  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  t h i n g  s y m b o l i z e d ,  

w o u ld  n a t u r a l l y  b e  j e a l o u s l y  g u a r d e d  b y  t h e  la t t e r .

H o w e v e r  f a r  t h e s e  v i e w s  m a y  b e  c o r r e c t  in  o t h e r  d i r e c t io n s ,  t h e r e  

s e e m s  t o  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e a l  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  “ l i t c -
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r a r y  re m a in s” of tlie an c ien t sages th e re  is fa r  less occasion to  search  fo r 
i t  in  sym bols, o r in  sym bolical n a r ra tiv e s  o r expressions, th a n  m ig h t a t  
firs t s ig h t a p p e a r ; because a  g re a t  m an y  of th e  p h ilo soph ica l ideas of 
th e se  anc ien t sages, if  n o t th e  w ho le  of th em , a re  s ta te d  in  v e ry  p la in  
w o rd s h e re  an d  th e re  in  th e i r  vo lum inous w orks ; and , c e r ta in ly , w h en  
a  th in g  is  s ta te d  o pen ly  in  p la in  lan g u ag e , i t  is m ore  reaso n ab le  t a  
accep t th a t  s ta te m e n t fo r w h a t i t  is  w o rth  as i t  s tan d s , th a n  to  ta k e  
in fin ite  p a in s  a n d  exerc ise  in fin ite  in g e n u ity  in  ded u c in g  th e  sam e id e a s  
from  m y s te rio u s  an d  en ig m atica l sym bols,— w ith  th e  c o n s ta n t d a n g e r  
of re a d in g  in to  th o se  sym bols, even  w h en  leg itim a te , m ean in g s  w h ich  
th e i r  in v e n to rs  n ev e r in tended .

A lpha.

KAMALOCA, DEVACHAN AND NIRVANA.
(Continued from page 182.)

H A Y IN G  now shown how and  w hy we en te r K am aloca and  D evachan 
a t  death , le t us examine in to  th e  s ta te  of consciousness w hile existing  

on these p lanes a little  more critically . M adam e B lavatsky, in  d iscoursing 
on th e  m ysteries of the a fter life, in  Lucifer of Jan u a ry  1889, says :

“ The ego receives always according to its  deserts. A fte r th e  dissolution 
of th e  body, there  commences for i t  e ither a period of full, clear conscious
ness, a  s ta te  of chaotic dream s, or an  u tte r ly  dream less sleep in d istin g u ish 
able from  an n ih ila tio n ; and these are  the  th ree  states of consciousness. O ur 
physio logists find th e  cause of dream s and  visions in an  unconscious p rep a
ra tio n  for them  in  ou r w aking hours : w hy cannot the  same be adm itted  fo r 
out post mortem dream s ? I  repeat it, death is sleep. A fte r death  th e re  begins 
before th e  sp iritua l eyes of th e  soul, a perform ance acoording to  a  program m e 
learned  and very  often composed unconsciously by ourselves, th e  p rac tica l 
ca rry ing  o u t of correct beliefs, or illusions w hich have been crea ted  by  o u r
selves. A  m ethodist will be a mefchodist, a  M ussulm an a  M ussulm an, of 
course ju s t  for a  tim e—in a  perfect fool’s parad ise of each m an ’s creation  
an d  m aking .”

T his is th e  key-note to  these s ta te s  as stru ck  by a  teacher. W e find no 
foolish nor im possible heaven described or foretold, b u t sta tes analagous to  
and  b u ilt upon ou r subjective life while in  th e  body. D eath  is tru ly  a  sleep, 
w herein th e  dream s are pleasant or horrib le according as we lay  th e  founda
tion  for them  w hile in  the physical form.

B u t all post mortem, o r even all subjective life m ust no t be included as 
analogous to  sleep. A gain  reporting  to  our globe illu stra tion , we no te  
th a t  its opposite poles have a  common s ta te  for tho ego—th a t  of being 
awake. Only a t  th e  m aterial pole i t  is th e  m ateria l man, o r personality  
w hich is awake, while a t the  sp iritua l pole i t  is sp iritu a l man, or ind iv iduality , 
w hich awakens. To the  consciousness a t  e ither extrem ity  th e  condition a t  
th e  other seems like sleep as com pared w ith its  own. B u t th e  in te rven ing  
Jcamaloca and  devachanic conditions a re  a tru e  sleep, as com pared to  bo th  
poles. Only in  Kamaloca the dream s w ill be “ chaotic,” w hile in  D evachan 
th ey  will be as b rig h t and as beau tifu l as th e  im agination  of th e  ego is able 
to  construct o u t of the m aterial stored  up from th e  a ltru is tic  efforts, th e  
sp iritu a l asp irations and  the h ighest idealisations of its  past life.

W h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  e n t e r s  K amaloca, aud w h a t  t h a t  e n t e r s  Dcvaolmn ? M a n .  

i s  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  as Theosophy teaches, of seven principles, or vehicles for 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  viz., th e  Physical body; its  vitality , or P ra n a ; th e  astra l m o
d e l of the physical body, or L inga  S a r ira ; th e  passional centre, or A nim al 
soul, common t o  m an a n d  th e  anim als, called K am a R u p a ; th e  H um an soul 
o r Manas, having a h igher and  a lower a sp e c t; the  S p iritual soul, or B u d d h i; 
an d  A tm a, or pu re  S p irit. The th ree  la t te r  form  the upper, sp iritu a l T riad , 
o r the tru e  re incarnating  ego. The rem ain ing  four form th a t which is known 
as th e  lower, or m aterial, Q uaternary . A t death, th e  body re tu rn s to  
th e  m atter, or “ e a r th ” from  whence i t  cam e; the v itality , or Prana, re- 
becomes one w ith its  source, th e  Jiva , or One life. The A stra l Body, o r 
L inga  Sarira, slowly fades out, re tu rn in g  to  its  source. The soul abandons 
these  th ree Principles a t once and  forever w hen the body, the  link w hich 
b inds them  together, dies. K am a R upa, o r anim al desire, however, clings to  
th e  lower aspect of M anas, as th is  lower aspect does to  its  h igher one. T here 
a re  th u s five Princip les, includ ing  th e  dual aspects of M anas in  Kamaloca, 
w here a t once a process of separation b eg in s ; th e  selfish, am bitious, ea rth - 
tend ing  portion of M anas, ou r th in k in g  P rinciple, being draw n down to  K a
maloca, while th e  h igher, and  sp iritua l portion, tends tow ards union w ith th e  
sp iritua l T riad , in  o rder th a t th e  la tte r  m ay en ter Devachan. U n til th is  
separation is accom plished, D evachan is im possible. W hen i t  is, which m ay 
tak e  from  a few m om ents to  m any years, according as th e  relative s tren g th  
of th e  m ateria l or th e  sp iritua l in  the soul, th e  h igher T riad  having now 
draw n  to itself a ll of th e  la te  personality  w orthy  of im m ortality , en ters 
D evachan as a  T riad , leaving tw o moro P rincip les, or vehicles for th e  one 
consciousness, behind in  K amaloca. T hus we see th a t  from  a  Septenary  on 
ea rth , m an has become a  T riad  in  D evachan ; to  rebecome a septenary upon 
h is  nex t reincarnation. I n  o ther words, th e  tru e  man p u ts  on a new body, 
ju s t  as he does here a new su it of clothes, only th a t  the union is more in ti
m ate. I t  is as though  one could not see w ithou t glasses nor hear w ithout a  
trum pet, etc., when all of these would become a p a rt of his necessary c lo th ing ; 
I n  th is way his lower Princip les or vehicles simply re late  h im  to m atte r, 
clo the him  w ith a  “ coat of skin,” by m eans of which ho is b rough t in to  
tem porary  contact w ith m ateria l th ings.

Passing  now to th e  separa te  consideration of the  consciousness in  
K a m a l o c a  and Devachan, i t  is evident th a t, being entirely  subjective and self
c rea ted , no two devachanic experiences can be the  same. The distinction of 
ind iv iduality  rem ains as sharp ly  draw n as w hile in  the  body. On atta in ing  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  in  D evachan we w ill take up our old life in  our dream , w ithout 
th e  fa in test suspicion th a t its  continuity  has been in terrup ted . B u t how 
ch an g ed ! Pain, suffering, hardsh ips and sorrow will all disappear, as before a  
m a g i c i a n ’s  wand. As M adam e Blavatsky, in  th e  K ey to Theosophy, says, 
“ I t  is an absolute oblivion of all th a t  gave pain  or sorrow in the  past incar
nation , and even oblivion of th e  fac t th a t such th ings as pain o r sorrow exist 
a t  all. The Devachanee lives its  interm ediate cycle between tw o incarnations 
surrounded  by every th ing  i t  h ad  aspired to  in  vain, and in  th e  companionship 
of every one i t  loved on earth . I t  has reached th e  fulfilm ent of all its  soul 
yearnings. A nd  thus i t  lives th roughou t long centuries an  existence of 
unalloyed happiness, w hich is th e  rew ard for its  sufferings in  ea rth  life. In  
sh o rt i t  bathes in  a sea of uninterrupted felicity spanned only by events of 
Btill greater felicity in degree.”



“ Ifc is w ith those whom ifc has lost in the m aterial form, and tar, far 
nearer to them  now than  when they w ere alive. A nd ifc is not only in  tho  
fancy of the Devachanee as some m ay im agine, b u t in  reality . F o r pure, 
divine love is not m erely th e  blossom  of a hum an  heart, b u t has its  roots iti 
etern ity . Sp iritual holy love is im m ortal, and  K arm a brings sooner or la te r  
all those who loved each o ther w ith  such  a  sp iritua l affection to  incarnate  
once more in  th e  sam e fam ily group. A g ain  we say, thafc love beyond tho  
grave, illusion th o u g h  you m igh t call ifc, has a  m agic and divine potency 
which re-acts on the  living. A  m other’s ego filled w ith love for th e  im aginary  
children i t  sees near itself, liv ing a liffe of happiness, as rea l to  it as w hen on 
ea rth —thafc love will always be felfc by [the children of the flesh. I t  will 
m anifest in , th e ir dream s and often in  various events—in Providential 
protections and escapes, for love is a  s tro n g  shield, and is no t lim ited by 
space nor tim e.”

In  K am aloca there  is no en tity  a fte r  th e  separation  of th e  th ree  h ig h e r 
Principles, as above described, has tak en  place. O rdinarily , th e  in te rva l 
required  for th is  separation is of brief du ra tion , as com pared w ith  th e  follow
ing  period in  D evachan. Bufc we can easily  see th a t a  soul w hich has lived 
en tire ly  on the  m aterial plane, w hich has created  strong  affinities for the  gross
ly  physical pleasures of life, w ill find itse lf unable to  en ter tho devachanic 
sleep un til these have loosened th e ir  hold. W hen th e  separation is completed, 
however, th is  w hich was an  en tity  becomes a non-entity. A s th e  K ey says : 

Then the  kam arupic phantom , rem ain ing  bereft of its inform ing th in k in g  
principle, th e  h igher M anas, and  th e  low er aspect of the la tte r , th e  anim al 
intelligence, no longer receiving lig h t from  th e  h igher m ind, and  no longer 
hav ing  a  physical b ra in  to w ork th rough , collapses. I t  falls in to  the  sta te  of 
a  frog w hen certa in  portions of its  b ra in  a re  tak en  ou t by th e  vivisector. I t  
can th in k  no more, even on the  lowest anim al p lane.”

Ifc is in  a sim ilar condition to  a  perm anen tly  hypnotised m an. The 
intelligence w hich anim ated i t  is w ithdraw n. I t  is a  mere bundle of desires 
and  passions, slowly d is in teg rating , or chang ing  into “ skandhas,” o r effects, 
w aiting  to  a ttach  them selves to  the  new personality  w hich th e  ego en ters 
upon re incarnating . I f  it float, or is a ttra c te d  in to  th e  au ra  of a  “ m edium ,’' 
i t  m ay be galvanized into apparen t consciousness, b u t th is is only apparent. 
J u s t  as a  hypnotised  person will obey th e  w ill and  reflect tho  though ts of 
th e  hypnotiser, being a t the  same tim e u tte r ly  unconscious of thafc w hich he 
is doing, so m ay these “ shells,” as they  a re  term ed, reflect inform ation o r 
opinions from  th e  m ind of the m edium  or of any person p resen t.

S till th e re  is a Kamaloca en tity , proper. A s we have shown, th e re  m ay 
be those who have evolved no possibilities of a continued life in  D evachan, 
w ith  its  succeeding reincarnation. C u ltiva ting  none bufc K am aloca affinities 
during  physical life, the  soul finds itself irresistab ly  draw n dow nw ards to  
th e  zone a fte r death , leaving no th ing  to  en te r D evachan. I t s  consciousness 
therefore rem ains in  Kamaloca, an  actual, though  evil, en tity . Such a  soul 
partakes so closely of th e  earth  condition, is so near to  the  m aterial pole of 
o u r symbol, th a t it  is semi, if nofc wholly, conscious of itself and  of its  sta te , 
especially when ifc is able to  approxim ate still m ore closely th e  ea rth  con
sciousness th rough  the au ra  of a  medium . T his being realizes thafc he 
has no th ing  before him bu t the  certa in ty  of e ternal extinction, and clings to  
h is  kamaloca life w ith all the tenacity  of a  drow ning m an to the  handfu l of 
earth ho has grasped in slipping down the banks of the fa ta l stream . H e ifc

is who haun ts “ circles,” and renews his fading stock of v ita lity  from th e  
life forces of his adm iring  and unconscious victims. I t  is he who m aterial
izes ; who preaches mock sen tim ental m orality, while com pelhng his medium 
to  p ractice exactly  th e  reverse. B eing allied to  evil while in  th e  body, he 
rem ains an evil force w ithou t th e  body u n til dissolution overtakes him  for 
th e  second and  las t tim e.

F o r im m ortality  to  be assured, a ttrac tion  from  the spiritual pole of our  
be ing  m ust nofc be severed, w hich w ill be the  case if our consciousness 
does no t rise above the fa ta l equatorial line of m ateria lity  when freed from the  
body by death . A s no soul could re incarnate  if there  were not in its  
consciousness enough physical a ttrac tion , or longing for physical life, to draw 
ifc again  w ithin m aterial lim its w hen its  sp iritual tendencies become exhausted 
in  D evachan, so neither can i t  rise to  the  perm anent and im m ortal pole of its  
existence if there is not in  its  consciousness enough of sp iritua l a ttrac tion  to  
tak e  it above the  m aterial planes of being when its  body is rem oved by death . 
T here is nor can be no t( forgiveness,” nor “ vicarious atonem ent” in  th e  
m a tte r ;  i t  is a  plain  case of cause and effect. Such a “ lost soul” has 
su rrendered  itself en tirely  to  th e  p lay  of m aterial law, and i t  can b u t subm it 
^o  th e  destruction  and  d is in teg ra tion  which aw ait all thafc find expression 
below th e  line of perm anency an d  stability .

Rem em ber th a t analogy holds on all p lan e s ; th a t ju s t as o u r personal 
consciousness v ibrates du rin g  one physical life above and below the  line 
d iv id ing  th e  m ateria l from th e  sp iritua l, so, in  its  g rea te r cycle, the  tru e  
m an, o r h igher ego, is also v ib ra tin g  betw een these poles ; each incarnation 
being  bufc a single v ibration. Now a personality  d rags i t  tow ards th e  
m ateria l p o le ; now another elevates ifc fa r in  th e  direction of th e  sp iritual. 
A nd  ju s t  as the  personality  has in  its  v ib rations b u t one end in view, the 
un ion  w ith  its h igher ego, so th is h igher ego has in its  re incarnating  
v ibrations th e  sole object of u n itin g  w ith  its  h igher self, which i t  m ust do 
th ro u g h  th e  successive union w ith  i t  of a num ber of personalities. T his 
union of th e  h igher ego w ith  its  h igher self is one aspect of N irvana, and th is 
is how an A dept “ sees N irv an a” during  life. H is personal consciousness 
has un ited  itself to  his h igher ego, and  th is h igher ego, un ited  to  th e  H igher 
Self, enables him  to catch occasional glimpses of N irvana.

O f N irvana, we of undeveloped sp iritua l perception can of necessity  
know  b u t very  little . I t  is only to  correct popu lar misconception th a t it  is 
re fe rred  to  here a t  all. A ble S an scrit scholars have defined it  as “ annihi
lation  of consciousness.” T his is because W estern  though t has become so 
in fec ted  w ith  m aterialism  th a t  i t  recognizes only m aterial o r personal con
sciousness. T his is annihilated  ; and  in its  annihilation we find supreme 
happiness, fo r i t  enables us to  a tta in  to  th e  im m orality  of truo  sp iritua l 
consciousness.

In  the  non-recognition of sp iritua l consciousness, or consciousness*unlimit- 
ed  by  the illusions of m atter, lies th e  source of the W estern  m isapprehension 
of th e  term , N irvana. As the  hum an  consciousness rises m ore and  more to 
w ard  the  sp iritua l pole of its  being, i t  becomes, pari passu, less lim ited by 
m a tte r , w ith  its  darkness and  grossness, and finds its  area of perception con
tinuously  w idening un til upon reach ing  N irvana, i t  has become one w ith th e  
“whole. I t  has not, by any means, lost its  individuality , b u t its  consciousness 
has become so m arvellously w idened th a t i t  embraces th e  whole of m anifested 
nature. If this glorious enlargement of perception and consciousness, until



n a t u r e  ’h a a  n o  f a r t h e r  s e c r e t s  h i d d e n  f r o m  o u r  e n l i g h t e n e d  s e n s e s ,  c a n  h o  

called annihilation, then is our hum an consciousness ann ih ila ted ; no t o th er
wise. There is an infinity of difference betw een th e  ann ih ila tion  of o u r 
puerile personal consciousness, and th a t  C O N SC IO U S re s t in  O m niscience.

A ll these states, N irvana, Kamaloca an d  D evachan, have no h a rd  and  
fast lines which separate them  from each other. On th e  contrary , each is 
subdivided in to  an  infinity of m inor planes, th e  upper of which pass by 
inappreciable g radations in to  the nex t succeeding ones. T herefore D eva
chan in  nowise resembles the C hristian’s heaven in  its  d reary  sam eness, no r 
does K am aloca p lunge all into the  one p it  of flaming brim stone. I n  like 
m anner, N irvana  while in terchain ing  its  lower planes w ith  the  u p p er of 
D evachan, passes from thence th ro u g h  such an  innum erable succession 
of h igher zones, th a t we find a  varie ty  of definitions of i t  g iven, and  
all correct from  the point of view taken . T hus, in  th e  S ecre t D octrine 
and  o ther w ritings of M adame B lavatsky, W e  find N irv an a  spoken of 
as a  synonym  for the  laya state , o r “ th a t  of th e  dissociation of all 
substances m erged a fte r a life cycle in to  th e ir  o rig inal condition of la tency .’’ 
A gain  i t  is s ta ted  th a t as D evachan is a  s ta te  of res t betw een tw o lives, in  
like m anner N irvana is a sta te  of re s t in te rven ing  betw een tw o w orld chains. 
As th is would im ply the dissociation of m atter, i t  would agree w ith  th e  p re 
ceding definition, while as each world chain includes alm ost an infin ity  of 
conscious progress, so the N irvana preceding and  following any one of them  
would differ widely in  its degree of consciousness, while still answ ering to  
th e  definition.

In  ano ther chapter i t  is sta ted  th a t  B uddh ists  teach th a t  only “ two 
th in g s are objectively e ternal—N irvana and  A kasa,” w hich again  th row s a  
side ligh t, so to  speak, upon th is  sta te . F a rth e r  on, we are  to ld  th a t  a N ir- 
vanee cannot re tu rn  during  the  m anvan tara  to  which he belongs, w hich as 
his consciousness has become dissociated from  m atte r as we know it, again  
agrees w ith  our first definition. A gain, in  th e  Voice of the Silence, we are  to ld  
th a t  N irvana—its lower planes no doubt being m eant—is a  plane of exalted  
sp iritua l selfishness, if s trugg led  for and  obtained while th e  g rea t m ass of 
one’s fellowmen are still suffering in  th e  bonds of m atte r . T hus it  is ta u g h t 
in  In d ia  th a t  B uddha and several of his A rh a ts  refused to  en te r N irvana , 
a fte r  hav ing  won the  rig h t to i t ; b u t ou t of th e ir g rea t compassion for m an
k ind  rem ain as N irm anakayas in  order to  help its  upw ard progress.

. R etu rn in g  to the  question of annihilation in  N irvana, M adame B lavatsky , 
in  the Secret D octrine, says : “ To see iu  N irvana annihilation  am ounts to  
sayiug of a m an plunged  in sound, dream less sleep—one th a t  leaves no im 
pression on th e  physical memory and brain, because the sleeper’s h igher Self 
is in  its o rig inal s ta te  of absolute consciousness du ring  these hours—th a t he 
too is annihilated. The la tte r  simile answ ers to  only one side of the  question  
— the most m a te ria l; since reabsorption is by  no m eans such a dream less 
Bleep, but, on th e  con trary , absolute existence, an  unconditioned un ity , o r 
sta te  to  describe w hich hum an language is absolutely  and  hopelessly inade
quate. N or is the individuality  no r even th e  essence of th e  personality , if any  
be left behind, lost because reabsorbed. For, however, lim itless from  a  hum an  
standpoint the  paranirvanic state, i t  has yet a lim it in  etern ity . Once reached, 
th e  same monad will re-emerge therefrom , as a s till h igher being, on a f a r  
h igher plane, to  recommence its  cycle of perfected  activ ity . T he hum an  

.mind cannot in its present stage of development transcend, scarcely reach

th is  plane of thought. I t  to tte rs  here ou tbe  b rink  of incom prehensible 
absoluteness and e te rn ity .”

In  conclusion, it w ill become apparent to  th e  most superficial exami
nation  th a t  we create th e  conditions w hich control our post mortem states 
w hile we are  yet w ith in  th e  physical body ; th a t  life in and ou t of the  body 
pursues its  e ternal course in  obedience to the  eternal law of cause and effect, 
to  w hich it  forms no exception ; and  th a t therefore man cannot en ter upon a  
w iser course of s tudy  th an  th a t  w hich relates to his own nature , origin and  
destiny . A s we have shown ou r hypothetical symbol to have a spiritual, 
perm anent pole, and  a  physical, im perm anent one, the object of our most 
strenuous exertions ough t to  be to  tran sfe r our consciousness from the im
perm anent to  th e  p e rm an en t; from  th e  m ortal to  th e  im m ortal. So long as 
o u r consciousness is lim ited to  th e  physical, so long m ust th e  subjective 
cycles of ou r existence be passed  in  an  unconscious, sleeplike condition ; 
w ith  th e  possibility  of perish ing  a t  any tim e by being draw n perm anently 
w ith in  th e  a ttrac tio n  of m a tte r . O r i t  m ight be caught by some cata
clysm ic physical change in  one of these unconscious subjective states, and 
cons of ages elapse before ano ther opportun ity  afforded for such an un 
developed ego to  again  take  up  th e  w ork of th e  evolution of its  con
sciousness. Suppose our w orld w ent into P ra laya  before certa in  souls had 
a tta in ed  to  true , or sp iritual consciousness. D uring  th is p ralaya there would 
be an  universal N irvana, ow ing to th e  dissociation of m atter, for the  
whole of hum anity  ; a  period of w orld rest, analogous to the  n ig h t’s res t be
tw een days, or the  devachanic, betw een lives. B u t such undeveloped souls 
w ould have to  en te r N irvana as th ey  now do Devachan, unconscious, except
ing  for th is  false, sleep-like consciousness, w hich m ust soon exhaust its m ate
ria l even if it  can utilise here a t all, and then  w hat P There is no more an earth  
fitted  fo r them  to  continue th e ir  efforts aw aiting  the term ination of the deva
chanic sleep, and they m u st rem ain unconscious du ring  the whole sweep of 
n irvan ic  duration . H ear a  te a c h e r: “ B u t there  is a  g rea t difference between 
conscious and  unconscious being. T he condition of P aran irvana w ithout 
P aram artha , th e  self-analyzing consciousness, is no bliss, b u t sim ply e x t in c t io n  

(for seven eternities). T hus an  iron ball placed under the scorching rays of 
th e  sun will g e t heated th ro u g h , b u t will no t appreciate the w arm th, while 
m an will. I t  is only w ith  a  m ind  clear and  undarkened by personality and 
th e  assim ilation of the  m erit of m anifold existences devoted to being in its 
collectivity (the whole living and sen tien t universe), th a t one gets rid  of per
sonal existence, m erging in to  and  becom ing one w ith  the  Absolute, and con
tin u in g  in  fu ll possession of P aram artha .” (Or self-consciousness, w ithout 
w hich even N irvana is sim ply extinction  while it  endures.)

T hen how im portan t th a t  we exert ou r u tm ost streng th  to reach tho 
sp iritua l pole of our ex is tence ; th a t  we strive to become self-conscious on 
sp iritua l planes of our being ; that we “ Know ourselves” as we are; th a t we 
WIN immortality.

J e r o m e  A .  A n d e r s o n ,  m .d . ,  p .t .s *



ATMA-BODHA UPANISHAD OF RIG-VEDA.

{Translated by the KumbaJconam T. S . )

O
M . P R O S T R A T I O N S  t o  N a r a y a n a  h a v i n g  ^ o n c h ,  d i s c u s ,  a n d  m a c e  

b y  w h o m  t h e  Y o g i  i s  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  t h e  b o n d a g e  o f  t h e  c y c l e  o f  

R e b ir th s ,  w h o  i s  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  P r a n a v a  (viz.), O m . C o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

l e t t e r s  A ,  U  a n d  M , w h o  i s  t h e  s o le  b l i s s  a n d  w h o  i s  t h e  B r a h m a p u r u s h a

4 ( t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  p u r u s h a ) .  O m . T h e r e f o r e  t h e  r e c i t e r  o f  t h e  M a n t r a  

' “  O m — N a m o — N a r a y a n a y a ”  r e a c h e s  Y i g u n t a  w o r ld  ( o r  s a l v a t i o n ) .  

F r o m  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  t h e  H e a r t ,2 (Kamalu) l o t u s ,  viz., t h e  c i t y  o f  B r a h m  

t h e r e  a r i s e s  t h e  e f f  a lg e n c e  a s  o f  l i g h t n i n g — fche lu s t r e  a s  o f  a  la m p .  I t  i s  

B r a h m a n n y a  ( t h e  p r e s id e r  o v e r  t h e  c i t y  o f  B r a h m )  t h a t  i s  t h e  s o n  o f  

D e v a k i .3 I t  i s  B r a h m a n n y a  t h a t  i s  M a d h u s u d h a n a  ( t h e  k i l l e r  o f  

M a d h u , & c .) .  I t  i s  B r a h m a n n y a  t h a t  i s  P u n d a r i k a k s h a  ( l o t u s - e y e d ) .  I t  i s  

' B r a h m a n n y a  o r  V i s h n u  t h a t  i s  A c h u y t h a  ( t h e  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e ) .  H e  w h o  

m e d i t a t e s  u p o n  t h a t  o n e  N a r a y a n a  w h o  p e r m e a t e s  a l l  e l e m e n t s ,  w h o  

i s  t h e  c a u s a l  p u r u s h a ,  w h o  i s  c a u s e l e s s ,  w h o  i s  P a r a b r a h m  t h e  O m , w h o  

i s  w i t h o u t  s o r r o w  a n d  d e lu s io n  a n d  w h o  i s  a l l - p e r v a d i n g — t h a t  p e r s o n  i s  

n e v e r  s u b j e c t  t o  s o r r o w . F r o m  t h e  d u a l  h e  b e c o m e s  t h e  f e a r l e s s  n o n -

• d u a l .  W h o e v e r  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  s e e s  d i f f e r e n t l y  ( w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

n o t io n s  o f  I ,  y o u ,  h e ,  & c .) ,  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  d e a t h  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  I n  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  H e a r t  L o t u s  i s  B r a h m ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  a l l ,  w h i c h  h a s  P r a g n y a

* ( c o n s c i o u s n e s s )  a s  i t s  e y e s  a n d  w h i c h  i s  i n  P r a g y a n a  ( c o n s c i o u s  w i s 

d o m )  a lo n e .  T o  c r e a t u r e s  P r a g y a n a  i s  t h e  e y e  a n d  P r a g n y a  i s  t h e  s e a t .

r I t  i s  P r a g y a n a  a l o n e  t h a t  i s  B r a h m a .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  m e d i t a t e s  ( t h u s )

' l e a v e s  t h i s  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  P r a g y a n a  t h e  A t m a ,  a s c e n d s  t o  S w a r g a  

/  ( D e v a c h a n )  t h e  o t h e r  w o r ld ,  a n d  h a v i n g  o b t a i n e d  a l l  h i s  d e s i r e s  t h e r e 

in ,  b e c o m e s  f r e e d  f r o m  d e a t h .  O h  p l e a s e  p l a c e  m e  i n  t h a t  n e c t a r - f l o w i n g  

n e v e r - f a i l i n g  w o r ld  w h e r e  t h e  J y o t i s  ( l i g h t )  a l w a y s  s h i n e s  a n d  w h e r e  I  

a m  a l w a y s  w o r s h i p p e d .  ( T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t )  h e  a t t a i n s  n e c t a r .  O m —  

n a m a h a .

I  a m  m a y a - l e s s .  I  a m  w i t h o u t  c o m p a r e .  I  a m  s o l e l y  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  w i s d o m .  I  a m  w i t h o u t  A h a n k a r a  ( I - a m - n e s s ) .  I  a m  w i t h o u t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  o f  U n i v e r s e ,  J i v a  a n d  E s w a r a .  I  a m  t h e  S u p r e m e  t h a t  i s  n o t  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  P r a t y a g - A t m a  ( i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  A t m a ) .  I  a m  o n e  t h a t  

i s  f r e e  f r o m  o r d in a n c e s  a n d  p r o h ib i t io n s .  I  a m  o n e  f r e e  f r o m  A s r a m a s  

( o b s e r v a n c e s  o f  l i f e ) .  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  v a s t  a n d  a l l - f u l l  w i s d o m  

f u l l  o f  h a p p i n e s s .  I  a m  o n e  t h a t  i s  w i t n e s s  a n d  w i t h o u t  d e s i r e .  I  

r e s id e  i n  m y  g l o r y .  I  a m  f ix e d ,  I  a m  w i t h o u t  o ld  a g e — w i t h o u t  d e s t r u c 

t io n — w i t h o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  m y  o w n  a n d  o t h e r s .  I  h a v e  w i s d o m  a s  

( m y )  c h ie f  e s s e n c e .  I  a m  t h e  s o l e  o c e a n  o f .  b l i s s  c a l l e d  S a l v a t i o n .

1. These are the instruments worn by Yishnu, typifying respectively .Akas, 
inind or consciousness and gyana.

2. Kamala or lotus is the akas of the Heart esotcrifcally.
3. Vishnu who incarnated as Krishna was the son of  ̂Devaki all these 

\  having esoteric meanings. Yishnu is also represented as having killed two evil
powers Madhu and Kaitava,

J a m  t l i o  s u b t l e .  I  a m  w i t h o u t  c h a n g e .  I  a m  s o l e l y  o f  t l i o  n a t u r e  o f  

A t m a  w i t h o n t  t h o  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  q u a l i t i e s .  I  a m  t h o  e v o l u t o r  o f  t h o  

S e v e r a l  w o r ld s  t h a t  a r e  in  m y  s t o m a c h .  I  a m  t h e  K u t a s t h a - c h e t h a n a i  

( K o s m i c - m i n d ) .  I  a m  o f  t h e  fo r m  o f  J y o t i s  f r e e  f r o m  a c t io n .  I  a n t  

n o t  o n e  t h a t  c a n  b e  k n o w n  b y  in f e r e n c e .  I  a lo n e  a m  f u l l .  I  a m  o f  

t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  s t a i n l e s s  s a l v a t i o n .  I  a m  w i t h o u t  l im b s  o r  b i r t h .  I  a n t  

t h e  e s s e n c e  w h i c h  i s  S a t  ( b e - n e s s )  i t s e l f .  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h o  

l i m i t l e s s  A t m i c  w i s d o m .  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h a p p in e s s .  I  a m  o n a  

t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d i f f e r e n t ia t e d .  1 a m  t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  a n d  w i t h o u t  s t a in .  

I  a m  t h e  s o l e  l i m i t l e s s  a n d  e n d l e s s  S a t w a .  I  a m  t h e  o n e  t h a t  c a n  b e  

k n o w n  t h r o u g h  V e d a n t a .  I  a m  t h c  o n e  f i t  t o  b e  w o r s h i p p e d .  I  a n t  

t h e  o n e  t h a t  i s  l i k e d  b y  a l l  t b e  w o r ld s .  I  a m  r e p l e t e  w i t h  h e a v e n l y  b l i s s .  

I  a m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h a p p i n e s s  w h i c h  is  h e a v e n l y  b l i s s .  I  a m  p u r e ,’ 
s e c o n d l e s s  a n d  e t e r n a l .  I  a m  f r o m  t h e  b e g in n in g .  I  a m  f r e e  f r o m  th o ' 

t h r e e  b o d ie s  ( g r o s s ,  s u b t l e  a n d  c a u s a l ) .  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  w is d o m .'

I  a m  a n  e m a n c i p a t e d  o n e .  I  h a v e  a  w o n d r o u s  fo r m .  I  a m  f r e e  f r o m  i m 

p u r i t y .  I  a m  t h e  t a l e n t  ( i n  a l l ) .  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  vi<ri 

g y a n a  ( w o r l d l y  w i s d o m ) .  I  a m  t h a t  s t r a in e d  S u p r e m e  T r u t h .  I  o f  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  w i s d o m - b l i s s .

T h o u g h  I  c o g n iz e ,  a s  s c c o n d l c s s ,  A t m a  t h r o u g h  d i s c r i m in a t io n ,  

w i s d o m  a n d  lo g i c ,  y e t  i s  f o u n d  t h c  d i s t i n c t i o n  between b o n d a g e  a n d  

s a l v a t i o n .  T h o u g h  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  o u t  o f  m y s e l f ,  y e t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  

t r u e  a l w a y s .  A s  i n  t h e  ( d e l u s i o n a r y )  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a  s n a k e  i n  t h e  r o p o  

( t h e  r o p e  i s  t h e  t r u t h ) ,  s o  t h e  S a t  ( b e - n e s s )  o f  B r a h m  a lo n e  i s  t h e  T r u th ’ 

i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  u n i v e r s e .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  U n i v e r s e  is n o t .  J u s t  

a s  s u g a r  i s  f o u n d  p e r m e a t e d  a l l  t h r o u g h  w i t h  s u g a r  j u i c e  ( f r o m  w h ic h  t h o  

s u g a r  i s  e x t r a c t e d ) ,  s o  t h e  t h r e e  w o r ld s  a r e  f u l l  o f  m e  i n  t h e  fo r m  o f  t h o  

n o n - d u a l  B r a h m .  J u s t  a s  b u b b le s ,  w a v e s ,  & c „  a r e  in  t h e  o c e a n ,  s o  a l l

■ c r e a t u r e s ,  f r o m  B r a h m a  d o w n  t o  w o r m ,  a r e  c r e a t e d  in  m e  j u s t  a s  t h o ’ 

o c e a n  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t h e  m o i s t u r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  w a v e s  (b e in o -  i t s e l f  

f u l l  o f  s u c h  m o i s t u r e ) ,  s o  I  d o  n o t  w a n t  s e n s u a l  h a p p i n e s s  b e i n g  m y 

s e l f  o f  t h o  f o r m  o f  ( s p i r i t u a l )  b l i s s .  J u s t  a s  in  a  w e a l t h y  p e r s o n  t h o  

d e s i r e  f o r  p o v e r t y  d o e s  n o t  a r i s e ,  s o  in  m e  w h o  i s  s u n k  i l l  B r a h m i c  b l i s s  

t h e  ( d e s i r e  f o r )  s e n s u a l  h a p p i n e s s  d o e s  n o t  a r i s e .  A n  i n t e l l i g e n t  person- 
w h o  s e e s  b o t h  n e c t a r  a n d  p o i s o n  t h r o w s  a s id e  p o i s o n  ; s o  h a v i n g  c o g 

n i z e d  A t m a ,  I  r e l i n q u i s h  a l l  t h o s e  n o t  A t m a .  T h e  s u n  t h a t  i l l u m i n a t e s  

t h e  p o t  ( b o t h  w i t h i n  a u d  w i t h o u t )  i s  n o t  d e s t r o y e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c t io n  

o f  t h e  p o t ; s o  t h e  S a k s h i  ( w i t n e s s )  t h a t  i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e  b o d y  i s  n o b  

d e s t r o y e d  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t l i e  b o d y .  T o  m e  t h e r e  i s  n o  b o n d a g e ,  ’ 

t h e r e  i s  n o  s a l v a t i o n — t h e r e  a r e  n o  S h a s t r a s — t h e r e  i s  n o  g u r u  i n a s m u c h  

a s  t h e s e  s h i n e  t h r o u g h  M a y a ,  a n d  a s  I  h a v e  c r o s s e d  t h e m  a n d  a r il s e c O n d -  

l e s s .  L e t  P r a n a s  ( v i t a l  a i r s )  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  l a w s  b e  f l u c t u a t i n g . : 

X^et M a n a s  ( m i n d )  b© b l o w n  a b o u t  b y  d e s ir e .  H o w  c a n  s o r r o w  affecfc  

m e  w h o  i s  b y  n a t u r e  f u l l  o f  b l i s s  F I  h a v e  k n o w n  A t m a  r e a l l y .  M y  

A g y a n a  ( n o n - w i s d o m )  h a s f l e d  a w a y  s o m e w h e r e .  T h e a c t o r s h i p h a s l e f t m e .  ■ 
T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  I  s h o u ld  y e t  d o . B r a h m a n ’s  d u t i e s ,  f a m i l y ,  g o t r a  ( c l a n ) ,  

n a m e ,  b e a u t y  a u d  c l a s s - - a l l  t h e s e  b c lp u g  to  t h e  g r o s s  b o d y  a n d  n o t  t o  m c r



■who a m  w i t h o u t  b o d y .  I n e r t n e s s ,  f o n d n e s s  a n d  h a p p i n e s s — t h e s e  p r o p e r 

t i e s  a p p e r t a in  t o  t h e  c a u s a l  b o d y  a n d  n o t  t o  m e ,  w h o  a m  e t e r n a l  a n d  o f  

c h a n g e l e s s  fo r m . J u s t  a s  a n  o w l  s e e s  d a r k n e s s  o n l y  i n  t h e  s u n ,  s o  a  f o o l  s e e s  

o n l y  d a r k n e s s  in  t h e  s e l f - s h i n i n g  S u p r e m e  B l i s s .  S h o u l d  t h e  c lo u d s  s c r e e n  

t h e  e y e s ig h t ,  ( a  f o o l i s h )  o n e  t h i n k s  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u n ,  s o  a n  e m b o d ie d  p e r s o n  

f u l l  o f  n o n - w is d o m ,  t h i n k s  t h e r e  i s  n o  B r a h m .  J u s t  a s  n e c t a r  w h i c h  

j s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  p o i s o n  d o e s  n o t  c o m m i n g l e  w i t h  i t ,  s o  I  w h o  a m  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  i n e r t  m a t t e r  d o  n o t  m i x  w i t h  i t s  s t a i n s .  A s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a  la m p ,  

h o w e v e r  s m a l l ,  d i s p e l s  i m m e n s e  d a r k n e s s ,  s o  w i s d o m ,  h o w e v e r  s u b t l e ,  

m a k e s  t h e  i m m e n s e  n o n - w is d o m  t o  p e r i s h .  J u s t  a s  ( t h e  d e l u s i o n )  o f  a  

s e r p e n t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  a  r o p e  i n  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  p e r io d s  o f  t i m e  ( p a s t ,  

p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e ) ,  s o  t h e  u n i v e r s e  f r o m  A h a n k a r a  ( I - a m - n e s s )  t o  b o d y  

d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  m e  w h o  a m  t h e  n o n - d u a l  o n e .  B e i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  i n e r t n e s s  i n  m e .  B e i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of, 

^Truth , t h e r e  i s  n o t  n o n - t r u t h  i n  m e .  B e i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  b l i s s ,  t h e r e  

i s  n o t  s o r r o w  i n  m e .  I t  i s  t h r o u g h  A g y a n a  ( n o n - w i s d o m )  t h a t  t h e  

u n i v e r s e  s h i n e s  a s  T r u t h .

: W h o e v e r  r e c i t e s  t h i s  A t m a b o d h a  U p a n i s h a d  f o r  o n e  M u h u r t a  ( 4 8

J n in u t e s )  i s  n o t  b o r n  a g a i n — y e a ,  i s  n o t  b o r n  a g a i n .

S k a n d a - U p a n is h a d  o p  K r i s h n a  Y a jt jr  Y e d a .
<

O M . 0  M a h a d e v a  ( l o r d  o f  d e v a s )  I  a m  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  t h r o u g h  a  

B m a ll p a r t  o f  y o u r  g r a c e .  I  a m  f u l l  o f  t h a t  e x p a n s i v e  w i s d o m .  I  a m  

f u l l  o f  b l i s s .  W h a t  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h i s  ? T r u t h  d o e s  n o t  s h i n e  

a s  s u c h  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  in  A n t a h k a r a n a  ( i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  

M a n a s ,  B u d d h i ,  & c ) .  H a r i  ( Y i s h n u )  i s  k n o w n  a s  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  w i s d o m  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  A n t a h k a r a n a .  A s  I  a m  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  w i s 

d o m  1  a m  w i t h o u t  b i r t h .  W h a t  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h i s  ? A l l  i n e r t  

m a t t e r  b e i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  A t m a  p e r i s h e s  l i k e  a  d r e a m .  T h a t  A c l i y u t h a  ( t h e  

i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  o r  Y i s h n u )  w h o  s e e s  t h e  c o n s c io u s  a n d  t h e  i n e r t  i s  o f  t h e  

f o r m  o f  w i s d o m .  H e  o n l y  i s  M a h a - d e v a .  H e  o n l y  i s  M a h a - H a r i  ( M a l ia - .  

V i s h n u ) .  H e  o n l y  i s  t h e  J y o t i s  o f  a l l  J y o t i s  ( o r  l i g h t  o f  a l l  l i g h t s ) .  

H e  o n l y  i s  P a r a m e s w a r a .  H e  o n l y  i s  P a r a m b r a h m .  T h a t  B r a h m  i s  

t n y s e l f .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  ( a b o u t  i t ) .  J i v a  i s  S i v a .  S i v a  i s  J i v a .  

J i v a  i s  S i v a  a l o n e — P a d d y  b o u n d  b y  h u s k  b e c o m e s  r i c e  w h e n  t h e  h u s k  

i s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  i t .  I n  l i k e  m a n n e r  J i v a  i s  b o u n d  ( b y  K a r m a ) .  I f  

K a r m a  p e r i s h e s  h e  ( J i v a )  i s  S i v a .  S o  l o n g  a s  h e  i s  b o u n d  b y  t h e  b o n d s  

o f  K a r m a  h e  i s  J i v a ,  I f  f r e e d  f r o m  i t s  b o n d s  t h e n  h e  i s  S i v a .  ( P r o s t r a 

t i o n s )  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  S i v a 1 w h o  i s  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  Y i s h n u  a n d  o n  a c c o u n t  

o f  Y i s h n u  w h o  i s  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  S i v a .  T h e  H e a r t  o f  Y i s h n u  i s  S i v a .  

T h e  H e a r t  o f  S i v a  i s  Y i s h n u .  I n a s m u c h  a s  I  f in d  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  ( b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  t w o ) ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  a m  f o r t u n a t e  i n  m y  l i f e  ( w i t h o u t  r e - b i r t h s ) .  

T h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  S i v a  a n d  K e s a v a  ( Y i s h n u ) .  T h e  b o d y  ia  

s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  D i v i n e  T e m p le .  T h e  J i v a  ( i n  t h e  b o d y )  i s  t h e  S a d a -

(1) This gives a rude shock to the followers of Siva and Yishnu in India who 
yt£ge useless war as to the supremacy of Yishuu and $iycu

S i v a 1 ( i n  t h e  t e m p l e ) .  H a v i n g  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  i m p u r i t y  o f  ig u o r a n c o  

o n e  s h o u ld  w o r s h i p  H i m  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  “  H e  i s  I . ”  T o  s e e  ( o n e s e l f )  

a s  n o t  d i f f e r e n t  ( f r o m  h i m )  i s  ( g n a n a )  w is d o m .  T o  k e e p  t h e  M a n a s  

( m i n d )  a w a y  f r o m  s e n s u a l  o b j e c t s  i s  D h y a n a  ( m e d i t a t i o n ) .  T h e  g i v i n g  

u p  o f  t h e  s t a i n s  o f  t h e / m in d  i s  ( s n a n a )  b a t h i n g .  T h e  s u b j u g a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s e n s e s  i s  s o u c h a  ( c l e a n s i n g ) .  T h e  n e c t a r  o f  B r a l im  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  

d r in k .  F o r  t h e  u p k e e p  o f  t h e  b o d y  o n e  s h o u ld  g o  a b o u t  f o r  a lm s  a n d  

e a t .  H e  s h o u ld  d w e l l  a lo n e  i n  a  s o l i t a r y  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d . H o  

s h o u l d  b e  w i t h  s o le  t h o u g h t  in  t h e  n o n - d u a l  o n e .  T h a t  w i s e  p e r s o n  w h o  

c o n d u c t s  h i m s e l f  t h u s ,  a t t a i n s  s a l v a t i o n .  P r o s t r a t io n s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  S t r i -  

m a t h  P a r a m  J y o t i s  ( S u p r e m e  L i g h t )  ! M a y  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  lo n g  l i f o  

t i t t e n d  m e .  O h  N a r a s i m h a  !2 O h  L o r d  o f  D e v a s  ! t h r o u g h  y o u r  g r a c t i  

p e r s o n s  c o g n i z e  t h e  t r u e  n a t n r e  o f  B r a h m  a s  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  Gods* 

B r a h m a ,  Y i s h n u  a n d  R u d r a  a n d  a s  u n t h in k a b le ,  u n d i f f e r e n t ia t e d ,  e n d l e s s  

a n d  im m u t a b l e .  '

L i k e  t h e  e y e  ( w h i c h  s e e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  o b s t a c l e  t h e  t h i n g s )  s p r e a d  

i n  t h e  A k a s ,  s o  t h e  w i s e  m e n  a l w a y s  s e e  t h e  s u p r e m e  a b o d e  o f  Y is h n u .'  

B r a h m a n s  w h o  a r e  a l w a y s  s p i r i t u a l l y  a w a k e ,  p r a is e  i n  d i v e r s e  w a y s  a n d  

i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  s u p r e m e  a b o d e  o f  Y i s h n u .  T h u s  i s  t h e  c o m m a n d m e n t  o f  

t h e  Y e d a s  i n  t l i e  p a t h  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  T h u s  i s  t h e  U p a n i s h a d .*

O m T a t s  a t .

NOTES ON THE BRANCHES.

A L T H O U G H ,  t e c h n i c a l l y ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  a  “ B r a n c h ” a t  T r ic h u r ,  yefc  

-lA- s in c e  t h a t  p i c t u r e s q u e  s p o t  i s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  D e w a n  P e i s h k a r

A .  S a n k a r ia h ,  t h e  F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  H i n d u  S a b h a ,  w h i c h  i s  a f f i l i a t e d t o  t h o  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  m y  v i s i t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  N o v e m b e r  m a y  f in d  

m e n t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  a b o v e  h e a d i n g .  I t  w a s  a  v i s i t : I  g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d  

t h a n k s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i v e  c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  P e i s h k a r  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s .

O n  N o v e m b e r  2 9 t h  I  h a d  a  J o n g  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  

F i r s t  P r i n c e  o f  C o c h in ,  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  r u n n i n g  m a i n l y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  m e s m e r i s m .  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a  l e c t u r e  w a s  g i v e n  in  t h e  s c h o o l  o n  t h e  

Revival of Hindu Spirituality, w h i c h  t h o  P r i n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  y o u n g e r  

b r o t h e r  a t t e n d e d .  O n  S u n d a y  t h e  3 0 t h  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  l e c t u r e  o n  

T h e o s o p h y ,  b o t h  b e i n g  a t t e n d e d  b y  g o o d  a u d ie n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  e v e n i n g  

I  s t a r t e d  f o r  P a l g l i a t ,  r e a c h i n g  t h e r e  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  t h e  D e w a u  
P e i s h k a r ,  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  1s t .

T h e  s a m e  e v e n i n g  a  l e c t u r e  w a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  H i n d u  M id d l e  C la s s  

S c h o o l  t o  a  l a r g e  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i v e  a u d ie n c e ,  a n d  o n  t h e  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  

si s e c o n d ^ a d d r e s s  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  h a l l  o f  t h e  H i n d u  C o l l e g o  u p o n  

t h e  Progress of Tlieosophy in the West and its bearing on India. .

(J) Sadasiva, l i t eternal bliss. This is one of the names applied to Siva as alsd 
Mahadeva.

(2) Narasimha, lit., Man-lion. This refers to one of the incarnations of Vishnti 
"when ho killed the ovil power Hiranyakasipa. ’
. .. * This Upajiishad is not reckoned authentic by sonify .



D c c c m b e r  t h e  3r d  a n d  4fch w e r e  s p e n t  i n  a  f l y i n g  v i s i t  t o  C h i t t o o r  

■with t h e  D e w a n .  T w o  l e c t u r e s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e r e  a n d  s e v e r a l  g e n t l e 

m e n  a d m i t t e d  t o . t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y .  O n  t h e  5 t h  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  

P a l g h a t  t o  d e l i v e r  a  f in a l  l e c t u r e  o n  t h e  Scientific Bases of Karma and 
Reincarnation. T h e  a u d i e n c e  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  w a s  l a r g e r  t h a n  e v e r ,  a n d  

' t h e  s u b j e c t  s e e m e d  t o  e x c i t e  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

a s k e d  afc t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  B r a n c h  a t  P a l g h a t ,  I  g r i e v e  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t s  

j n e m b e r s  a s  a  w h o l e  a r e  i n a c t i v e  a n d  in d i f f e r e n t ,  f a i l i n g  e n t i r e l y  t o  

jr e a lis e  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e i r  

o w n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  I n d ia .  T w o  h o n o r a b le  e x c e p t i o n s ,  o f  

^ e a r n e s t  a n d  s i n c e r e  m e n  d o in g  t h e i r  b e s t  w i t h  l i t t l e  h e l p  f r o m  t h e i r  

p o l l e a g u e s ,  m u s t  b e  n a m e d  : M e s s r s .  V e n k a t a  I y e r  a n d  V e e r a g h a v a  I y e r .

L e a v i n g  P a l g h a t  o n  t h e  m o r n in g  o f  D e c e m b e r  6t h ,  I  r e a c h e d  C o im 

b a t o r e  a b o u t  3 - 3 0  p. m .,  h a v i n g  b e e n  m e t  a t  P o d a n u r  J u n c t i o n  b y  

s e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B r a n c h .  T h e  e v e n i n g  o f  t h a t  d a y  w a s  s p e n t  i n  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m e m b e r s  o n  v a r i o u s  t o p ic s .

O n  S u n d a y  7 t h  a  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  s y m p a t h i s e r s  

w a s  h e l d  a n d  I  a d d r e s s e d  t h e m  a t  l e n g t h  u p o n  Practical Mysticism* 
D u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  I  h a d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s ,  a $  

w a s  a l s o  t h e  c a s e  a t  t h e  o t h e r  p la c e s  v i s i t e d ,  a n d  i n  fche e v e n i n g  l e c t u r e d  

d o  a  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  o n  t h e  S c ie n t i f ic  Bases of Hindu Religion. T h e  

D e w a n  P e i s h k a r  c o m e  o v e r  o n  n u r p o s e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  l e c t u r e ,  

w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o v e d  r a t h e r  t o o  t o u g h  a n d  c o n d e n s e d  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y

• o f  t h e  a u d ie n c e .  T h e  e v e n i n g  p a s s e d  a s  u s u a l  i n  c o n v e r s a t io n .

O n  M o n d a y  I  a g a i n  l e c t u r e d ,  b u t  t a k i n g  a  m o r e  p o p u la r  s u b j e c t ; 

Tlie Future Work of Theosophy in India-, m e t  w i t h  a  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  

r e c e p t i o n .

O n  T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  a  f a r e w e l l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  b r a n c h  w a s  h e l d  

b e f o r e  m y  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  O o t a c a m u n d ,  a t  w h i c h  I  u r g e d  t h e  m e m b e r s  t o  

w o r k  v i g o r o u s l y  a n d  t o  h o ld  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s ,  r e m i n d i n g  t h e m  t h a t  

C o im b a t o r e ,  a  y e a r  a g o ,  c o u n t e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  a c t i v e  o f  t h e  

B r a n c h e s .  V a r i o u s  e x c u s e s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  f o r  i t s  p r e s e n t  a p a t h y  a n d  f a l l i n g  

o f f ,  t h e  r e a l  c a u s e  b e i n g  t h e  w a n t  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  d e v o t e d  

m e n  t o  i n s p i r e  l i f e  a n d  g u id e  i t s  a c t i v i t y .  W i t h  s u c h  m e n  i n  i t s  r a n k s ,  

i h e  g o o d  t h a t  t h e  B r a n c h  c o u ld  d o  i n  r e v i v i n g  t h e  a n t i q u e  H i n d u  s p i r i t  

w o u l d  b e  i n c a l c u l a b l e .  O f  t h e  O o t y  B r a n c h  I  h a v e  n o  o f f ic ia l  r e p o r t  t o  g i v e ,  

f o r  i t  h a s  b e e n  s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  f o u r  w i n d s  b y  G o v e r n m e n t  t r a n s f e r s ,  m o s t  

o f  i t s  H i n d u  m e m b e r s  b e i n g  in  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e 

l y ,  w i t h  t o o  m a n y  o f  o u r  B r a n c h e s  a n d  i s  a  c a t a s t r o p h e  f r o m  w h i c h  w e  a r e  

i i e v e r  s a f e  i n  o u r  I n d i a n  w o r k .  T h e  r e m e d y  f o r  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i s  p e r i 

o d i c a l  v i s i t s  f r o m  s o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s ’ S t a f f ,  o r  f r o m  

t r a v e l l i n g  I n s p e c t o r s  l i k e  M r . K o t a y a .  B u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  t h e s e  

a n g u l a r  a n d  e f f i c ie n t  b o t h  m e n  a n d  f u n d s  m u s t  b e  p r o v id e d ,  a n d  I  p r o 

p o s e  t o  u r g e  u p o n  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  b f  t a k i n g  

fe ic t iv e  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  m e a s u r e s  tp  e n a b l e  t h i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  b r a n c h  o f  

o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o  b e * e f f ic ie n t ly  s t a r t e d  I  w i l l  c o n c lu d e  b y  r e c o r d i n g  m y

s i n c e r e  g r a t i t u d e  t o  D e w a n  P e i s h k a r  A .  S a n k a r ia h ,  f o r  h i s  g r e a t  k i n d 

n e s s  i n  a c c o m p a n y in g  m e  u p o n  s o  l a r g e  a  p a r t  o f  m y  t o u r ,  f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e  

a n d  in s t r u c t i o n  I  d e r i v e d  f r o m  h i s  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  a s s i s t a n c e  h i s  

a b le  c o n d u c t  o f  m e e t i n g s ,  r e n d e r i n g  o f  m y  l e c t u r e s  i n t o  v e r n a c u la r ,  

a n d  c o r d i a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  s y m p a t h y  h a v e  b e e n  t o  rae<

B .  K .

AMONG THE BRANCHES.

H
A V I N G  c o m e  d o w n  t o  A d y a r  i n  M a r c h  la s t ,  I  w a s  a p p o in t e d  a n  

I n s p e c t o r  o f  t h e  B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  i n  M a y  

f o l l o w i n g .  I  l e f t  A d y a r  o n  m y  m i s s i o n  o n  t h e  9t h  O c t o b e r  a n d  v i s i t e d  t h e  

B r a n c h e s  a t  C l i i n g l e p u t ,  P o n d i c h e r r y ,  N e g a p a t a m ,  C o lo m b o ,  T i n n e v e l l y ,  

P e r m a k u d i ,  M a d u r a  a n d  M a y a v e r a m .  T h e  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t  o f  m y  t o u r  

h a v i n g  b e e n  t o  f o r m  a  B r a n c h  a t  J a f f n a ,  I  a r r a n g e d  o n l y  t o  v i s i t  s u c h  

B r a n c h e s  a s  w e r e  o n  m y  d i r e c t  w a y  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h a t  p la c e .  T h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  m y  o b s e r v a t io n s  d u r in g  m y  in s p e c t io n .

Chingleput.— O u t  o f  t w e n t y - o n e  m e m b e r s  o n  t h e  r o l l s  o f  t h e  

B r a n c h ,  o n l y  s i x  w e r e  f o u n d  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h r e e  h a v i n g  d i e d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  

l e f t  t h e  s t a t i o n  o n  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  d u t y .  T l ie  B r a n c h  h a v i n g  b e e n  

a  w o r k i n g  o n e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  w h i l e  i t  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d  o f  o n e  

o r  t w o  z e a l o u s  m e m b e r s ,  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  g r o w n  p e r f u n c t o r y .  T h 6r e  h a s  

b e e n  n o  P r e s i d e n t  o r  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s  b a c k  ; t h e s e  o ff ic e s , h o w 

e v e r ,  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  f i l l e d  b y  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  o f  M r . K .  

S u r y  I y e r ,  D i s t r i c t  M u n s i f ,  a n d  M r . D .  R a g h u r a m a  R o w ; b u t  t h e  f o r m e r  

h a s ,  I  h e a r ,  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C o c o n a d a  a s  S u b - J u d g e .  T h e  

B r a n c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a s  n o w  b e e n  p l a c e d  o n  a  w o r k in g  f o o t i n g .  I  l e c t u r e d

* h e r e  o n  “  T h e  t h r e e  O b j e c t s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  P o s t h u m o u s  

H u m a n i t y ” a t  t h e  p r e m is e s  o f  t h e  L o c a l  F u n d  N o r m a l  S c h o o l ,  a n d  h e l d  

a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  o f  u T h e  F u t u r i t y  o f  M a n  a n d  som O  

o t h e r  B e l i e f s . ”  I  h a v e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  

t h e i r  h e l p  t o  m e .

Pondicherry.— T h i s  S o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  o n l y  i n  n a m e .  

T h e  l a t e  S e c r e t a r y ,  w h o  w a s  t h e  o n l y  m e m b e r  t h a t  k n e w  a n y  E n g l i s h ,  

h a v i n g  d ie d ,  e v e n  t h e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  f r o m  t h e  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s  c o u ld  

n o t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B r a n c h  h a s  

b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w o r k i n g  t h e r e o f ,  

t o d  a n  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  S e c r e t a r y  a p p o in t e d .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  M e m b e r s  

1 s , h o w e v e r ,  o n l y  s ix .  I  d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a c t s  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  T a m i l  

Version o f  “  T h e  E p i t o m e  o f  T h e o s o p h y ” t o  s o m e  o f  the p u b l i c ,  w h o  

h a p p e n e d  t o  m e e t  a n d  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  m e .  I  l e c t u r e d  a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s  

x h o u se  i n  T a m i l  a n d  T e l u g u  o n  “ T h e  U n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,”  a n d  

a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  p u t  a t  i t s  c o n c lu s io n .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  d e s e r v e s  o n r  

t h a n k s  f o r  h i s  k i n d  h o s p i t a l i t y .

Negapatam.— L i k e  t h e  o t h e r  B r a n c h e s  I  v i s i t e d ,  t h i s  h a d  i t s  r i s e  a n d  

falL, The causes x>£ depression are. more or less t h e  same e v e r y w h e r e , ^



t h e y  b e i n g  ( 1)  d e a t h  o f  m e m b e r s ,  ( 2)  t r a n s f e r  o r  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e m  t o  

o t h e r  p la c e s ,  ( 3 )  p e t t y  j e a l o u s i e s  a n d  d i s p u t e s  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s ,  c a u s e d  

b y  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  t h e i r  w o r l d l y  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  ( 4 )  t h e  w a n t  o f  c o i r e s p o n -  

d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h e  B r a n c h e s  g i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

t o  t h e  la t t e r ,  ( 5 )  t h e  t a l e s  a n d  r u m o u r s  c i r c u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o c i e t y  

b y  th o s e  . ' ig n o r a n t  o f  i t s  r e a l  o b j e c t s ,  a n d  ( 6)  t h e  n o n - v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

B r a n c h e s  b y  a n y  o f f ic e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a f t e r  t h e i r  f o r m a t io n .  T h e  3 r d  

a n d  5 t h  c a u s e s  c o u ld  b e  v e r y  m u c h  r e m o v e d ,  i f  t h e  B r a n c h e s  a r e  

p e r i o d i c a l l y  v i s i t e d  b y  o f f ic e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  w o u l d  

r e q u ir e  a  m u c h  l a r g e r  s t a f f  t h a n ]  h i t h e r t o ,  a n d  s u f f i c ie n t  f u n d s  foi*  

t r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  B r a n c h  i n  q u e s t io n  h a s  n o w  o n l y  1 3  o u t  o f  t h e  

2 9  m e m b e r s  o n  i t s  r o l l , — 3  h a v i n g  d ie d ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  r e m o v e d  t o  o t h e j ’ 

p l a c e s .  I t  h a s  n o t  h e l d  m e e t i n g s  f o r  r e a d in g ,  d i s c u s s io n  o r  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  

T h e o s o p h ic a l  s u b j e c t s .  T h e  m e m b e r s ,  I  a m  h a p p y  t o  s a y ,  h a v e  n o w  

r e s o l v e d  t o  w cerk  b e t t e r  h e r e a f t e r .  M r . C . Y .  S w a y a m b h u  I y e r  a n d  

M r . G : S a m b a s i v a  I y e r  h a v e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  b e e n  m a d e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B r a n c h ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  h o p e  o f  g r e a t e r  e f f ic a c y .  

T h e  f o r m e r  h a s ,  w i t h  g r e a t  g e n e r o s i t y ,  p r o m is e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  c h i e f  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  w o r k s  a n d  l e n d  t h e m  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  B r a n c h .  T h r e e  

s y m p a t h i s e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a d m i t t e d .  I  l e c t u r e d  h e r e  o n  “  T h e  A d v a n t a g e s  

o f ’ F e l l o w s h i p  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y , ” a n d  h e l d  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  

o n  “  T h e  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  H i n d u  S y s t e m s  o f , P h i l o s o p h y /5

J a f f n a . — T h e  o b j e c t  o f  m y  v i s i t  t o  t h i s  p l a c e  w a s  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  

o f  a  B r a n c h  h e r e ,  a s  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d .  T h i s  b e i n g  a  s t r o n g h o ld  o f  C h r i s t  

i i a n i t y  o n  o n e  s id e  a n d  a  s e a t  o f  f a n a t i c  S a i v a i s m  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  i t  t o o k  

n o  l e s s  t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  d a y s  t o  c o n v in c e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  T h e o s o p h y  i s  

n o t  a  d i s g u i s e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  b u t ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  p h i l o s o 

p h y  o f  t h e  l a t t e r .  C o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  h e l d  a l m o s t  e v e r y  d a y ,  im p o r t a n t  

p e o p l e  w e r e  v i s i t e d  a n d  t a l k e d  t o  o n  R e l i g i o n  a n d  P h i l o s o p h y ,  s o m o  

n a t i v e  s c h o o ls  w e r e  v i s i t e d  a n d  l e s s o n s  g i v e n  t h e m ,  a n d  t h r e e  l e c t u r e s  

w e r e  d e l iv e r e d ,  o n e  o n  “ T h e o s o p h y ,”  a n o t h e r  o n  “ T h e o s o p h y  a n d  

S a i v a i s m  verms C h r i s t i a n  T h e o l o g y , ”  a n d  a n o t h e r  o n  “  T h e  R u l e s  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y . ”  A  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t io n  o f  a  B r a n c h ,  w i t h  M r . S .  

N a g a l i n g a m  P i l l a i ,  a d v o c a t e ,  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  M r . M . S a b a p a t h y ;  

a  s c h o o l - m a s t e r ,  a s  S e c r e t a r y ,  w a s  f o r m e d .  E l e v e n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  

F e l l o w s h i p  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  m e  w h i l e  I  w a s  t h e r e ; b u t  a s  s o m e  o f  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t s  h a d  n o t  p a i d  t h e i r  f e e s ,  I  h a v e  e n t r u s t e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  

f o r w a r d  t h e  s a m e  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  C e y lo n  S e c t i o n  o n  

p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  f e e s .  I  h a v e  a l s o  l e f t  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  B r a n c h ,  a n d  r u l e s  t o  b e  m a d e  f o r  i t  a f t a r  

t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  C h a r te r *

C o l o m b o . — I  c o n f e r r e d  h e r e  w i t h  s o m e  F .  T .  S . ,  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  

‘R a m a n a t h a n ,  t h e  R e v ;  H i g h  P r i e s t  S u m a n g a la ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  s t u d e n t s ,  

a T a m i l  y o g e e ,  a n d  a  B o m b a y  F .  T .  S .  I  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  t h e  h o n o r a b le  

. [ g e n t le m a n  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t o  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  f o r m i n g  a  S o c i e t y  

^ore:foi:.the-Tam uU aus«-* He has advised jng^that-it m ig h t be tric^

a f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  J a f f n a  S o c i e t y  i s  e n s u r e d .  I  l e c t u r e d  

h e r e  o n  T h e o s o p h y .

T i n n e v e l l y . — T h i s  B r a n c h  w a s ' i n  a - m o s t ' d e p l o r a b l e  s t a t e ,  i t s  

s t r e n g t h  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e d u c e d  f r o m  3 6  t o  4  m e m b e r s .  E v e n  t h e s e  f o u r  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m e e t i n g  a n d  d o in g  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e i r  m u t u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t .  

I  c o n f e r r e d  h e r e w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  t w o  o t h e r  F .  T . S . ,  v i s i t e d  t h o  

g r a n d  lo c a l  P a g o d a ,  a n d  o b s e r v e d  i t s  s y m b o l o g y  a n d  l e c t u r e d  o n  “ T h e  

E v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e  a n d  M a n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  H i n d u 

i s m  a n d  t h e  L a w  o f  K a r m a ” a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e  H in d u  C o l le g e .  I  h a v e  

i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  a s  t o  h o w  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  

B r a n c h  u s e f u l ,  t h o u g h  s m a l l  n u m e r i c a l l y ,  b y  e n l i s t i n g  s y m p a t h i s e r s .

P a r a m  a g u d i .  O f  t h e  7  m e m b e r s  o n  t h e  r o l l s  o f  t h i s  B r a n c h ,  o n e  d i e d  

a n d  a n o t h e r  l e f t  t h e  p la c e .  T h e  l a t t e r  i s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  M r . S .  M in a k -  

c h i  S u n d a r a m  I y e r ,  o f  w h o m  I  h e a r d  t h a t  h e  h a d  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  B r a n c h  

w e l l  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  h a d  b e e n  h e r e  b y  m e a n s  o f  r e a d in g s  a n d  e x p o s i t i o n s  

f r o m  A r y a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  H e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e t u r n  s h o r t l y  t o  t h i s  s t a t i o n ,  

w h e n  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h e  B r a n c h  m a y b e  r e v i v e d .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  M . N a g a -  

l i n g a m  P i l l a y ,  r e n d e r e d  m e  e v e r y  h e l p  h e  c o u ld  in  a r r a n g i n g  f o r  t h e  

m e e t i n g s ,  & c. I  d e l i v e r e d  h e r e  a  l e c t u r e  o n  “  T h e  L a w  o f  K a r m a ” a n d  c o n 

d u c t e d  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  w i t h  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  t h e  a u d ie n c e  s e e m e d  m u c h  

p le a s e d .  I  d i s t r i b u t e d  o u r  t r a c t s  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t o  s o m e  o t h e r  e d u -  
c a t e d  g e n t l e m e n .

M a d u r a . — T h e  B r a n c h  h e r e  h a s  a t  p r e s e n t  11 m e m b e r s  a g a i n s t  3 1  

o n  t h e  r e g i s t e r ; 3  h a v i n g  d i e d  a n d  t l i e  r e s t  r e m o v e d  t o  o t h e r  places. 
I t s  P r e s i d e n t  s e e m s  t o  t a k e  l i t t l e  o r  n o  i n t e r e s t  in  i t s  w e l f a r e .  N o  

m e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  a n d  n o t h i n g  i s  r e a d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  

s e e m s  t o  b e  e a r n e s t  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  B r a n c h .  H e  p r o p o s e s  t o  i m 

p r o v e  i t  b y  t h e  a d m is s io n  o f  s y m p a t h i s e r s .  . I  l e c t u r e d  o n  “  S y m b o l i s m ”  

a n d  “ P r a c t i c a l  T h e o s o p h y ” a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e  T o w n  C lu b ,  a n d  v i s i t e J  

t h e  P a g o d a  a n d  T i r u m a l n a i e k ’s  P a l a c e .

M a y a v a r a m .  T h e r e  a r e  n o w  7  m e m b e r s  h e r e  o u t  o f  t h o

12 r e g i s t e r e d ,  o n e  h a v i n g  d i e d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  r e m o v e d  t o  o t h e r  

s t a t io n s .  I  v i s i t e d  t h e  M u n ic ip a l  H i g h  S c h o o l a n d  c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  

t h e  H e a d - M a s t e r  a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  A s s i s t a n t s ,  w h o  a r e  F e l l o w s ,  a s  a lso  
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  m a s t e r s ,  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  o u r  t r a c t s  t o  t h e m .  I  

a t t e n d e d  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C e n s u s  o f f ic e r s  a n d  d i s t r ib u t e d  t h e  t r a c t s ,  j  

v i s i t e d  t h e  B r a n c h  P r e s i d e n t ,  w h o  s a id  t h a t  h o  w a s  to o  o ld  t o  w o r k  f o r  

t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  g a v e  h im  t r a c t s .  I  w a s  t o ld  t h a t  o n  t h e  

d a y  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  a  g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  e d u c a t e d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  g o t  t o  h e a r  m e  

l e c t u r e  o w i n g  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  C e n s u s  o f f ic e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  ; s o  I  p r o m i s e d  

t o  v i s i t  t h e  p l a c e  a g a in  a n d  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  t o  t h e  Head-Quarters.
I n  c o n c lu s io n  I  b e g  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e a s u r e s  a s  t h e  c h i e f  

o n e s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  B r a n c h e s  ( 1)  P e r i o d i c a l  v i s i t s ,  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  

y e a r ,  b y  c o m p e t e n t  o f f ic e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ; ( 2)  m o r e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a n d  

freer i n t e r c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  the Head- Quarters" wld t b e  B r a n c h e s .

C . K o t a y y a ,
Inspector, T. Si



• N U M B E R S.
I

“ N u m b ers :—T h e ir O ccult Pow er and  M ystic  V ir tu e ” is th e  title  of a  
52-page quarto  volum e by D r. W . W ynn W escott, F ra . Rosas C rusis, F . T. S. 
|a te ly  b rough t out by  the Theosophical P ub lish ing  Society of London. Tho 
book contains a m ass of curious inform ation abou t th e  P y thagorean  and  
K abbalis tic  theories of num bers, and  will be acceptable to those whose 
m inds combine in about equal p roportions a love of th e  odd and of th e  
m ysterious. In  his P reface th e  au th o r s a y s : “ My g rea t difficulty has been to 
supp ly  inform ation m ystic enough to m atch th e  ideal of th e  w ork, and yet nob 
so esoteric as to  convey tru th s  w hich h igher M asters have ordered to  be 
concealed.” This, inferen tially , w ould seem to m ean that) Mr. W escott has 
been perm itted , by M asters still h igher th an  he is, to  give ou t the inform ation 
th e  book contains, and ordered  to  keep all his fu r th e r  know ledge of th e  m ys
teries from  the  profane. S till a few pages fu r th e r on he adds : “ I f  any readers 
desire  a deeper in s igh t in to  th e  analogies betw een num bers and  ideas, I  
re fe r  them  in  addition to the  w orks of E liphas Levi, A thanasius, K ircher,; 
G odfrey Higgins, Michaeel, M aier, and  Jo h n  H eydon.” P erhaps th e  h igher 
M asters have not se t th e  sam e lim it to  the revelations of the above nam ed 
te a c h e rs ; or m ay be those w orthies are them selves th e  “ h igher M asters” 
to  whom th e  au th o r alludes, as he seems to  have obtained bis m ystic know 
ledge chiefly from  them* Be th is  as i t  may, D r. W . W ynn W escott is a  close1 
S tuden t in  th is  curious realm  of speculation, and  we cordially recom m end 
h is  w ork to  those in te rested  in  h is subject. The p r in tin g  and  b ind ing  of the: 
Volume do cred it to th e  Theosophical P ublish ing  Society, as do all th e ir  issues 
p f  b o o k s .
' , P i

, T H E O S O P H Y  IN  S P A N IS H .

: F rom  our adm irable g roup  of w orkers a t M adrid  we have received »
p am p h le t of 125 pages en titled  “ Teosofia,” w hich is th e  tran sla tio n  of tho  
p rinc ipa l chap te rs in  a  guide to  Theosophy pub lished  by th e  Bombay 
P ublication  F u n d . T his is an  enlargem ent of tho  pam ph le t w hich was* 
noticed in  th e  Theosophist of J u ly  last. The dem and fo r inform ation about- 
Theosophy and  o u r Society appears to  have been so active a t M adrid  th a t  
th is  second edition was issued  upon  th e  heels of th e  first. In s tead  of seven ( 
i t  now contains ten  a rtic le s ; th e  th ree  new  ones being  upon “ K arm a,” 
*r Reincarnation,” and  " The C onstitu tion  of M an.” IE T heosophy ever gets a 
foothold in Catholic Spain, th e  en tire  cred it w ill b e  d u e  to  th is  indefatigable 
g r d u £  bf gentlemen. • . .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

T H E O S O P H Y  I N  W E S T E R N  L A N D S .

[From our London Correspondent.] .
L o n d o n , November, 1890. * 

My home b u d g e t th is m onth is com paratively sm a ll; th in g s  aro 
going on m uch as usual, w ith  every one h a rd  a t  work, and rejoicing grea tly  
th a t “ H . P. B.” is g radually  bu t surely  rega in ing  health  and streng th . No. 19, 
Avenue Road, w as, on Monday th e  3 rd  in s tan t, the scene of som ething 
approaching very  nearly  to  a  Society “ F unc tion .” The Countess W achtm eister 
and  Mrs. Cooper-Oakley were “ a t  H om e” to  th e ir  many friends (from  8*30 to
11. P. m.), who responded to  the  inv ita tion  in sucli large num bers, th a t  th e  
Section H all, tem porarily  converted into a reception  room, and  m ost b eau ti
fully and skilfu lly  so converted, too—was, literally , filled to  overflowing. 
N or was the tim e en tire ly  taken  up w ith  “ tea  and  ta lk ” ; singing, pianoforte 
playing, and th e  now fashionable w histling , no t to  mention recitations, mado 
the  few hours fly a ll too quickly ; and  I  th in k  i t  may be safely prophesied 
th a t  these “ a t H om es”—which are to  be g iven regu larly  on tho first M onday 
in  every m onth— will become qu ite  a  pop u lar feature in the forthcom ing 
season. Thus m ay all classes be reached, and  each member of th e  social scale 
approached by m eans of the m achinery, so to  ■ say, most fam iliar (and least 
alarm ing) to  his o r h e r m ind ; no th ing  being neglected which will tend  to 
prom ote enquiry  and  popularise Theosophy ; for, tru ly , “ noto is th e  appoint
ed time.” A correspondent of the  Star, who was present, took occasion to  
allude to his p leasan tly  spen t evening, in th e  columns of th a t paper on th e  
following d a y ; he says, “ Theosophy has been recognized by Society, and  
w ill be the  rage nex t season. I t  will be the  proper th ing  to th ink  Theosophy;
to  look Theosophy, and, above all, to  ta lk  Theosophy........... the.* a t  Home*
was a b ig  affair, and  Theosophy looked extrem ely happy in evening d ress...........
A ltogether Theosophy, w ith  th e  assistance of coffee and confectionery, had a  
very good tim e of it .” S tim ulated  by th e  example of w hat may be called the 
private (and non-official) hosp itality  of th e  C ountess and Mrs. Oakley, th e  
B lavatsky Lodge has decided upon holding a quasi-official “ reception” on the  
tirs t Tuesday in  every m onth, com m encing nex t Tuesday, the 2nd in s tan t. 
These receptions will, of course, be held  in  th e  evening,, and will afford a  
cap ita l opportun ity  fo r all th e  m em bers to  become better (and, so to say, 
m ore personally) acquain ted  w ith  each o ther, th an  is possible under p resent 
conditions ; th e  weekly m eetings of the  Lodge being devoted stric tly  to  th e  
read ing  of papers, and  th e  discussions w hich follow thereupon.

T he new W ork ing  Women’s Club, a t Bow, prospers beyond th e  hopes 
of even th e  m ost san g u in e ; so m any as six ty  g irls  are often present, a t  once, 
in  th e  evenings; and  th e  num ber of d inners given per diem averages a  
h u nd red  and sixty-four. Mrs. L loyd, one of ou r m ost earnest and  helpful 
w orkers, has recen tly  undertaken  th e  onerous du ties of (resident) m atron, afc 
th e  club, and w ith  h e r  characteristic  energy, th row  herself h eart and  soul 
in to  th e  w ork ; all sorts of schemes for helping the  girls are  on foot, classes aro 
being organisod ; and  there are to  be several festiv ities a t Christm as time. Tho 
actual num ber of mombers is, I  believe, a  hundred  and ten  up to th e  p re se n t; 
which makes it neccssary  for tw o-helpers—instead  of one—to b e a t the Club
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every evening. Another item of news is the fact tbat the b o u s e , doorU, 
No. 19 is to be taken by the own grounds,

^  convenient addition to the Theoso-

^ i T S o b e r  1W » M , Frederic Harrison tells the 8J o r y »  
ences which formed bis mind; and I find at the conclusion ot bis able article, 
eome forceful words which are but a fitting tribute to th e r e a h ty a n d u m ^  
feality of tbe present wave of feeling tending towards Ae recoSmton' and 
ultimate realisation, of that diversity in U nity-U niversal Brotbe. ho .

^ " • A a X ^ o k b a o k  over my life, which, though not a long  one, has been
0 very critical time, I  am struck with th is - th e  essential persistence of the so a 
organism in the midst of universal change. Every aspect and appliance of practica 
life has been transformed within my own memory, and yet m all its essentia 00" 
tions human life remains the same. And all these revolutions in the mater.al woHd 
b u t slightly affect the moral and the mental world. I  have seen the downfall of 
so many habits, ideas, laws, and systems of thought, tbat I  cau imagine no cr 
and no new dispensation as beyond our reasonable hope. And yet agam, amids 
endless, rapid, universal change, I  find that the vital essence of things r e m a in ^  

Creeds d i e but not the spiritual life they nourish. S o c ie t ie s  snffer revolution, but the 
living elements do not greatly vary. O ur know ledge enlarges, our formulas change

r i l o d 3 <m>« ; but everyw here i t  is growth, n o t d e s tru c tio n . What I  have «nt- 
Z s s e I t  1  rea lly  re v o lu tio n , it is  n o rm a l evolution. T h e  ce lls  a n d  germ s are .fo r-  
e Z t  pcrpetual m o v em e n t. I h e  o r g a n i s m - B u m a n i t y - ^ e m a .n s ,  a n d  Uves th e  Ufe

■ ' f t E . i . , " ' -  “  w ^ .  w h io k » ig k , l , .v .
; ome to ns from the pen of an Occultist. Again, another aspect of this 
W v e l l  “ turning towards the light” reaches us in the shape of some verses, 
published in the organ of the nationalist party in Amenca-the Nationalist- 
L d  called “ Songs of Brotherhood.” The singer is one Allan Eastman Cross ; 
£ d  the following specimen will, I think, shew you tbat not only »  his heart 
■ i n  his work, but that he has the sensitive poet heart, quick to see, quick to 
feel and to sympathise with oppression and wrong, and w,th power to give 
that sympathy voice.
. “ I n Babylon.

“ W ill no one rise, will no one cry,
“ Through cruel Babylon ?
“ M eet b ro thers, see th e ir b ro ther die

• -.. “ To fill the  loss of luxury !
i * “ A nd suffer, suffer on ?'*

“ M ust b ro th e rs  do a b ro ther wrong,
“ N or b ind  his bleeding hea rt P
«£ M u s t  j o y  b e  b o a r d e d  b y  t h e  s t r o n g !

“ W hile b ro thers , weaker, suffer long 
“ F o r one to  tak e  th e ir p a rt P”

- ; “ 0  race of prophets, rise  again
“ W ith  old H ebra ic  fire !

• * ' i ’ «  D e n o u n c e  t h e s e  ty r a n n ie s  o f  p a in  !
' “ Bedeem us from  th e  scourge of gain ,

T h r o u g h  c u n n in g  w a g e  a n d  h ir e  1”

There seem to be signs everywhere. A m ong professing C hristiana 
of all th e  C hurches—of a desire for sim pler term s in which to express th e ir  
confession of faith . So m uch so is thi3 tho  case, th a t the Synod of the  
E ng lish  P resb y te rian  C hurch, a t its recen t s ittin g s  a t Liverpool, has been 
actually  engaged in ju s t  such a  w o rk ; nam ely, th e  reducing of its  c o n f e s s io n  
of fa ith  to  sim pler term s. S trin g en t creeds m ay make hypocrites, th ey  w ill 
n6ver make C hris tians ; and the C hurches of the  tw entieth  cen tu ry  m ay 
y e t see th a t a  life w orthy  and pure  is b e tte r th an  the m ost precise c r e e d  

th a t ever was form ulated . In  the pages of th e  Contemporary Revieiv we 
have some very s tro n g  language on the subject, from  D. Abbot, who distinctly, 
sta tes th a t “ w hatever religious or o ther influence can draw men togethe? i a  
unselfish love is—as i t  were, God in  action, and  necessarily divine and ho 
goes on to say, th a t if any form of C hris tian ity  fails to do this, th a t  is a  sign  
th a t  we do not find in i t  the  pure  religion of C h r is t ; and the failure s h o u ld  
stim ulate  us, no t to  re ject the  tru th , b u t to  re jec t th e  illusions which p reven t 
the  tru th  from doing its  w o rk ; add ing  (tha t m ost occult of tru th s )  that* 
“ through illusions we rise to the truth.” S trong  words these, from a C hurch
m an. Y et ano ther testim ony to “ C hris tian ity  tried , and found w an ting” is  
to  be found in  a very  able artic le  in  th e  Asiatic Quarterly, w herein a  
veteran  m issionary gives the  non-C hristian  view of missionary failures. 
H e  m aintains th a t  C hris tian ity  has never m ade conquests, e x c e p t in g  

am ongst races th a t  w ere practically  w ithou t a  religion, and th a t ifc is 
im possible to  expect i t  to  m ake progress in  th e  E ast, am ong e ither 
M oham madans, B rahm ins, or B uddhists ; because they are, in  reality , 
m uch more religious th an  the  so-called C hris tian  W est. “ The E ast,” fa  
quote his words, “ is rea lly  detached from  inord inate  love of race, luxury , 
and w ealth, a detachm ent which the  Bible commands, bufc Christians do nofc 
practice. Nay, in  your feverish love of the w orld and its riches, y o u  deny 
b r  explain away a  clear command, and deify its opposite under the  nam e of 
progress a n d  civilisation.” Indeed, I  th in k  th e  whole of the eloquent a n d .  
concluding peroration  m u s t be given in  f u l l :—

“  Y i e l d ,  t h e n ,  t o  t h o  i n e v i t a b l e : t h e  U n c o n q u e r a b l e .  G iv e  n p  t h e  v a i n  a n d  

f u t i l e  a t t e m p t ,  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  o n  y o u r  o w n  p e o p le ,  y o u r  p r e a c h e r s  

a n d  y o u r  w e a l t h ,  a n d  y o u r  e n e r g i e s .  H o w  d o e s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  E u r o p e  c o n t r a s t  

w i t h  t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h a t  E a s t  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  t r i e d  i n  v a i n  t o  u p - r o o t  P H a s  t h e  

E a s t  m i l l i o n s  o f  a r m e d  m e n  d a i l y  t r a i n e d  ( i n  y o u r  n e w  C h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t y )  m  t h e  b e s t  

m e t h o d s  o f  s l a u g h t e r i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  a t  a  w o r d ,  f o r  a n  i d e a  ? I s  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  e x c e p t  

w h e r e  y o u  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  i t ,  k n o w n  i n  t h e  E a s t  ?  D o e s  u n b l u s h i n g  v i c e  p u b l i c l y  

p a r a d e  i t s  s t r e e t s ,  a s  y o u r s  P D o i t s  p r i s o n s  o v e r f l o w  w i t h  a n  h a b i t u a l l y  c r i m i n a l  

c l a s s  ? D o e s  i t  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t  a f t e r  r i c h e s  a n d  d e i f y  g o l d ,  a s  d o e s  t h e  W e s t  ? D o  

A t h e i s m ,  a n d  u n b e l i e f ,  a n d  b l a s p h e m y  s w a g g e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  E a s t  u n d e r  t h e  d i s 

g u i s e  o f  s c i e n c e  P I s tr e l i g i o n ,  o f  w h a t e v e r  k i n d  ifc m a y  b e ,  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  r e v i l e d '  

t h e r e ,  a s  i t  i s  i n  F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  i n  L o n d o n  ?  I  s a y ,  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  c o n 

t r a d i c t i o n ,  th a fc  m a n y  t i m e s  b e t  t e r  i n  a l l  t h e s d  m a t t e r s  i s  t h e  E a s t  w i t h o u t  C h r i d t i a *  

n i t y  t h a n  t h e  W e s t  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n i t y . ”

B rave words! H onest and brave w ords! May they  only be taken  to  heart 
by  all concerned.

The w ell-known and  charm ing w riter, O liver W endell Holmes, in h is 
ch a tty  papers, “ O ver th e  tea  cups,” now appearing  every m onth in  tho 
Atlantic Monthly, lifts  up  hia voice, m  a recent num ber, against the  belief in  
eternal punishm ent, a belief apparently  still adhered to by a large num ber



Of c h u r c h e s  in  fche s ta te s  ; fo r , h e  d e c la r e s  t h a t  fche generally  p r o fe s s e d  belief 
of th e  P r o t e s t a n t  w o r ld , as embodied in iheir 'published creeds, i s  t h a t  th o  
g r e a t  m a s s  o f  m a n k in d  a r e  d e s t in e d  t o  a n  e fcern ity  o f  s u f f e r in g ;  a n d  fchat t h e  

l i t e r a l  t e a c h in g  o f  s c r ip t u r e — w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  l i t e r a l ly  in t e r p r e t e d  b y  t h e  

th e o lo g ia n s ,  p o e ts ,  a n d  a r t i s t s  o f  m a n y  lo n g  a g e s  w h ic h  f o l lo w e d  t h e  a c c e p t 
a n c e  o f  th e  r e c o r d e d  le g e n d s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  in f a l l ib le — is ,  t h a t  t h is  e t e r n i t y  

w il l  b e  o n e  o f  b o d i ly  p a in —-of “ t o r m e n t t h i s  d o c tr in e , a s  h e  v e r y  n a t u r a l ly  
r e m a rk s , h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  a  v e r y  t e r r ib le  o n e . I t  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  

a n d  fo u n d a t io n ,  ih  t h e  v ie w  ta k e n  o f  th e  r e la t io n  o f  m a n  to  w h a t  M r. H o lm e s  
c a lls ;  “  h is  m a k e r , s in c e  t b a t  e v e n t .  T h e  h a t r e d  o f  G o d  t o  m a n k in d  in  v ir t u e  

o £  t h e ir  f i r s t  d is o b e d ie n c e  a n d  in h e r e n t  d e p r a v it y  i s  u n d o u b t e d ly  a t  t h e  

b o t t o m  o f i t .  A c c o r d in g  to  fche t e a c h in g s  o f  J o n a t h a n  E d w a r d s  m a n  in h e r i t s  

t h e  c u r s e  o f  G o d  a s  h is  p r in c ip a l  b ir t h - r ig h t .” A g a in s t  t h i s  v ie w  M r. H o lm e s  
p e n s  a  m o s t  c o n v in c in g  a n d  w i t t y  p r o t e s t ;

“ What,’* he says, “ shall we say fco fche doctrine of tho fall of man as the ground 
of inflicting endless misery on the human race A man to be punished for whafc ho 
could nofc h e lp ! He was expected to bo called fco account for Adam’s sin. Ifc is 
singular to notice thafc fche reasoning of fche wolf with fche lamb should be trans
ferred fco the dealings of the Creator wifch his creatures. ‘ You stirred up tho 
brook and made my drinking-place muddy.’ * But, please your wolfship, I  could not 
do fchafc, for I stirred the water far down the stream,—below your drinking-place.’
• Well, anyhow, your father troubled ita  year or two ago and thafc is the same th ing/ 
So fche wolf falls upon fche lamb and makes a meal of him. Thafc is wolf logic — 
and Theological reasoning !'*

T r u ly ,  a  l i t t l e  g e n t le  r id ic u le  i s  a  g o o d  t h in g ,  a t  t im e s .  The Westminster 
'Review c o n ta in s  n o t ic e s  o f  o n e  o r  tw o  b o o k s , p a s s a g e s  fr o m  w h ic h  i t  m a y  b e  

o f  in t e r e s t  t o  u s  a s  T h e o s o p h is t s  t o  n o t e  : th e  a u t h o r  o f  “ T h e  t w o  k in d s  o f  

t r u t h ” a p p r o a c h e s  s in g u la r ly  c lo s e ly  t o  th e  o c c u lt  t e a c h in g s  o n  t h e  d u a l  

n a t u r e  o f  m a n a s , fo r  h e  s a y s  :—
" “ Mind is a spiritual (i. e., Universal) entity. Instinct is a natural endowment;

and consequently they are incommensurate, and cannot amalgamate, although their 
separate lines of action seem fco become mutually involved.’* Thus holding the view 
tbafc the difference between instinct and reason is nofc one of degree bufc of kind* 
Jn M The Faith of a Realist” Mr. Copner makes a very able defence of philosophic 
religion ; and although we cannot agree with, all his conclusions, yefc his book is a 
step in the right direction, and much of whafc he says is admirable. He discusses 
the question of reality as associated with phenomena, and admits that though phe
nomenon is subjectively a reality, ifc may be very different from the reality of the 
noumenon which produces ifc ; his contention being, thafc though the phenemenon 
may be different from the thing in itself, yet there must always be a reality to 
which fche phenomenon corresponds. He denies fche doctrine of pure idealism, thafc 
we know nothing bufc phenomena, since phenomena makes us aware of fche noumena 
which lie behind fchem; and considers fchafc, from nature as explained by science, we 
may justly infer fche presence of mind and an-overruling purpose in the world, “ A 
purpose which, from fche beginning, nature—i. e., the power behind nature—had in 
view ; working continuously and uninterruptedly for apparently intelligent ends; 
perfecting ever more and more all plants and animals ; and producing at length—so 
far at least as fche little globe we are living on is concerned.—Man as his final 
master-piece.”

:  ̂ A. L. C.

T H E  P R A C T I C E  O F  P R A N A Y A M A  T O G A .
T o  t h e  E d i t o r .  ■

I  v e n tu r e  t o  a d d r e s s  y o u  t h i s  le t t e r  o n  a  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  h ig h e s t  im p o r t 

a n c e  t o  m e  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t ,  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  s y m p a th iz e  w ith  m e  a n d  
r e m o v e  m y  p r e s e n t  m e n t a l  s u f f e r in g  b y  y o u r  k in d  a d v ic e .  F o r  s o m e  t im e  
p a s t  I  h a v e  b e e n  m e d i t a t in g  o n  d if fe r e n t  s u b j e c t s  w i t h  th o  v ie w  o f  c o n c e n 
t r a t in g  a n d  p u r i f y in g  m y  m in d .  T h e s e  m e d it a t io n s  w e re  u p o n  t h e  “ T h r e e  

G e m s ,”  o n  lo v e , o n  d e a t h ,  o n  th e  im p u r it ie s  o f  t h e  b o d y , & c., s u c h  a s  a r e  in  

u s e  a m o n g  B u d d h is t s .  A f t e r  g o in g  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e  e v e r y  e v e n in g  I  u s e d  

t o  p r a c t is e  “ Andpdndsati,” w h ic h  y o u  c a l l  t h e  “ R e g u la t io n  o f  B r e a th .”  
W h e n  t h i s  c o u r s e  h a d  b e e n  f o l lo w e d  fo r  Some t im e ,  I  s a w  “ s t r e a k s  o f  l iV h t”  
a n d  t h e n  a  s ta r  h o v e r in g  o v e r h e a d .  B y  d e g r e e s  t h i s  s ta r  c a m e  closer°and 
c lo s e r  t o  m e , a n d  a t  la s t  i t  t o u c h e d  th e  t o p  o f  m y  h e a d  a n d  b e g a n  to  

i n f u s e  s o m e  f ie r y  in f lu e n c e  in t o  m y  b r a in . A t  t h i s  s t a g e  a n o th e r  s p a r k  o f  

l i g h t  p r o c e e d e d  fr o m  s p a c e  a n d  s t o p p e d  a t  t im e s  o n  th e  l e f t  s id e  b e lo w  
t h e  s h o u ld e r  a n d  a t  o t h e r  t im e s  o n  m y  te m p le s ,  w h ic h  m a d e  m e  f e e l  

a s  i f  m y  v e in s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b u r s t .  I n  f a c t  t h e s e  s p a r k s  o f  f ir e  w e r e  

d e v e lo p in g  into a  c ir c le  o f  f ir e  a r o u n d  t h e  h e a d . I  f e l t  a  b u r n in g  sensation 
i n  t h e  h e a d  a n d  b o d y , a n d  f u r t h e r  o b s e r v e d  a  d im  s t a r  g r o w in g  w i t h in  m y  

fo r e h e a d . A t  a l l  t h e s e  s ig n s  m y  e n th u s ia s m  in c r e a s e d ,  a n d  I  g a v e  u p  e a t in g  

b o t h  f is h  a n d  m e a t ,  a n d  u s e d  a l l  th e  m e a n s  I  k n e w  o f  t o  k i l l  o r  suppress a l l  
b a d  th o u g h t s ,  in  w h ic h  I  t h in k  I  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  t o  s o m e  e x te n t .  I ,  h o w e v e r  

d id  n o t  o b s e r v e  t w o  t h in g s ,  viz., t h a t  I  w a s  lo s in g  a l l  m y  b o d ily  s t r e n g t h  and’ 
w i t h  i t  t h e  m e n ta l,  a n d  t h a t  I  w a s  d o in g  a l l  t h i s  w i t h o u t  th e  instructions o f  a  
c o m p e t e n t  te a c h e r .  A  f e w  d a y s  a g o  w h e n  I  w a s  w o r k in g  in  th e  offlbe I  f e l t  

t h e  u s u a l  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  “ s t a r ,”  h e a v in e s s  o f  t h e  h e a d ,  A c ., a n d  somethin<r 
le d  m e  t o  t h in k  t h a t  I  w a s  w it h o u t  t h e  a id  o f  a  te a c h e r . T h e n  a thought , 
a r o s e  in  m y  m in d  t h a t  I  m ig h t  b e  g o in g  in  a w r o n g  p a t h ,  a n d  th a t  th e  r e s u l t  
o f  a l l  m y  e ffo r ts  m ig h t  b e  s o m e  g r e a t  d is a s t e r ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  w h ic h  h a v e  

b e f a l l e n  s t u d e n t s  o f  o c c u l t i s m  b o t h  h e r e  a n d  e ls e w h e r e .  A t  t h e s e  thoughts 
I  w a s  s e iz e d  w it h  s u c h  a  t e r r ib le  f e a r  t h a t  I  b e c a m e  l ik e  a n  a n im o i p i a c e d  o n  

b u r n in g  c h a r c o a l .  I  t h e n  h a d  t o  c o n f id e  m y  s e c r e t  t o  a  f r ie n d  a n d  g e t  h is  

s y m p a t h y ,  w i t h  w h ic h  I  w a s  a b le  to  q u ie t  m y s e l f  a  l i t t l e .  S in c e  t h a t  d a y  I  

h a v e  g iv e n  u p  m y  p r a c t ic e s ,  b u t  s t i l l  I  f e e l  m i l d ly  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  “  t h e  s ta r  ”  
a n d  I  fe a r  t h a t  I  w i l l  h a v e  t o  m e e t  i t  o n e  d a y .  S o  I  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d .  
N o w , P ir , m a y  I  lo o k  t o  y o u  f o r  s t r e n g t h  t o  m e e t  i t — s t r e n g t h  c o m in g  fr o m  

t h e  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  I  a m  o n  t h e  r i g h t  p a th ,  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  I  h a v e  

d e s c r ib e d  a re  c o r r e c t  r e s u l t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  c o u r s e  c a n n o t  le a d  m e  t o  d a n g e r .  
T h e s e  m a y  b e  h a r d  t h in g s  t o  g u a r a n t e e ,  b u t  s t i l l  I  t h in k  y o u  c a n  g iv e  m e  
s o m e  in s t r u c t io n s .  H o p in g  fo r  t h e  fa v o r  o f  a n  early  r e p ly .

I  b e g  t o  r e m a in , d e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

F r a te r n a l ly  y o u r s .
An F . T . S .

N o t e  on  t h e  a b o Ve  b y  a  P r a c t ic a l  S t u d e n t .

%
W it h  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  B r o t h e r ’s  l e t t e r  I  h a v e  t o  s t a t e  a s  fo l lo w s
B y  s l i g h t l y  p r e s s in g  w i t h  t h e  f in g e r s  t h e  s id e s  o f  t h e  tw o  closed e y e s  o n  

t h e  s id e s  o f  t h e  t e m p le s ,  a  lu m in o u s  c ir c u la r  l i g h t  i s  p r o d u c e d  in  t h e  m id d le  

b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  e y e b r o w s .  T h is  H u x l e y  c a l l s  “  P h o s p h e n e ” in  h is  P h y s io lo g y .



Ifc is the germ  of fche astra l ligh t la ten t in  all m en—which ligh t, if developed, 
becomes th e  all-pervading ligh t visible to  the  in ternal vision.

Now in the initial stages of Prdndydma (regulation  of b rea th ), wliich 
consists of inspiration, cessation of b rea th  and expiration according to  certa in  
rules, th is phosphene is d issipated  in  space in  streaks of ligh t th ro u g h  the  o u t
going breath  in expiration. W hen Kumbhaka (cessation of b reath) takes place, 
and when therefore  the  b rea th  subsides, these  streaks of ligh t consolidate them 
selves in to  a  lum inous mass like a s ta r  overhead—th e  lig h t appearing  over
head on account of the  upw ard tendency of th e  b reath  a t th a t tim e unless ifc 
be forced down. H ere our b ro ther says th a t he felt a fiery influence as the  
Star came overhead. The reason is this. A fte r a  sh o rt course of Pranayd- 
ma the gastric  fire which is in the  sacral plexus (Muladhdra)t two inches above 
th e  anus, is aroused th rough  th e  prac tice  and rises up to  th e  head from  th e  
p lexus above m entioned, thus causing  a bu rn ing  sensation all th ro u g h  th e  
body. T he fiery influence was therefo re  no t due to  the  s ta r, as th o u g h t by 
ou r bro ther.

H e alludes to ano ther stage w hen he describes how another lig h t appear
ed, first on tbe left side of th e  shoulder and  th en  on th e  tem ples. I  th in k  
tliis cannot really  be another ligh t, b u t th a t  i t  was th e  same lig h t th a t 
m anifested  itself in these different places. The above lig h t came down to  or 
appeared  on the  left side of the shoulder d u rin g  inspiration , and th en  flitted  
up  to  the  tem ples du ring  cessation of b rea th  when i t  (breath) was raised  up  
w ith in . A ll these fluctuations of Jyotis (tbe ligh t) were due to  th e  fluc
tua tions of b reath . Supposing one is able to  hold his b rea th  resolutely  for 
a  certa in  tim e these fluctuations will cease, and th e  lig h t w ill be visible like, 
a  steady  burn ing  ligh t in a fixed place. The reason w hy the ligh t was visi
ble on th e  left side of th e  shoulder was thafc afc the tim e of our b ro th e r’s 
practice  his b reath  was passing th ro u g h  his leffc nostril. I t  th en  seemed; 
to  be like sparks of fire around  the  head on account of th e  gastric  fire- 
(w hich w as then  aroused), com m ingling w ith  the  lig h t ab o v e ; so th a t th e  
bu rn ing  sensation felt th roughou t th e  body and  the circle of fire around  tha 
head, w ere both  due to th e  aw akening of the gastric fire w ithin.

Now the ensuing dizziness in th e  head and the consequent inab ility  to' 
th in k  arise  thus. A ccording to  the  U panishads, i t  is th e  fac t th a t  th e  cen
tra l seat of m anas or m ind is in  the  m iddle of the two eyebrows. I t  is fixed 
in  th e  cavernous plexus there. Ifc is by ac ting  upon th is po in t th a t  hypno- 
tizers produce giddiness in th e ir subjects. A ny distu rbance in  th a t place, 
caused e ith er th ro u g h  an in tense concentration of m ind a t th a t  spot o r 
th rough  Pranayama, serves to  unsettle  the  m ind and  therefore produces 
giddiness. I t  costs a  Yogi a g rea t deal of effort and difficulty to  conquer 
th is point, and  unless he is strong-w illed  he sometimes becomes mad or 
m entally  affected. Now when a shock was given to th is plexus th ro u g h  
Prdndydma (coupled w ith the b u rn in g  sensation w ithin), and thereby  to the 
mind in it, our b ro th e r’s m ind go t dizzy and  he was unable to  th ink . In  
these circum stances, however, one should  never give w ay to  fear, b u t meefc 
these difficulties w ith courage.

N o doubt all these difficulties in  th e  case of beginners can be easily go t 
over w ith a p roper diet and w ith th e  guidance of a  know er of Y oga. I t  was 
n o t p ru d en t on the  p a rt of our b ro th e r to  have resorted  to  Prdndydma with-, 
ou t first reg u la tin g  hia diet. A p rac titioner should not only refrain  from  fleshy

Ac., but also from all pungen t substances a t  th e  outset. F u rth e r should he 
wish to have success in Prdndydma all through, he m ust refrain  from all tastes 
except sweetness. H e should live upon food prepared  in milk, and rice or 
wheat, w ith sugar to sw eeten it. H e should take  a sufficient q u an tity  of i t -  
ne ither less nor more. In  th e  case of o u r  b ro ther when he betook him self 
to  Pranayama, he had not refra ined  from fish and  m eat even. Such bein» 
the  case, i t  is no w onder th a t  he felt as if  his veins would crack, inasm uch as 
.ns Ida and Pingala nadis (nerves P) upon which Prana (breath)m oves havino- 
the nadis as its vehicles, w ere stiff. I t  is only when these two nddis a re  
p lian t th a t a p ractitioner w ill not feel unp leasan t sensations.

i 6aC her ^  Y ° f . Sh° U ld  b e  near’ 1x5111 t0 S iv e  P r° P e r  E r e c t io n s  a n d  to  
p r e s c n b e  p r o p e r  m e d ic in e s  t o  a l la y  h e a t ,  A c . I f  t h r o u g h  e x c e s s  o f  h e a t  in

th e  body generated th ro u g h  Yoga, there  is a  feeling w ithin as if  the in te rna l
p a rts  were ulcerated, one should take  once or tw ice a decoction of poppy-

t h d r m 1 t  ?  r Hay|w e g6neral hCat pr0<JuCCd by Y oSa ’ Y °gis, in addition to 
m ilk diet, will have to  take  every m orn ing  a decoction of horse-grass

root mixed w ith 7 pepper corns and 3 fingerfuls of cum m ins in Tam il)
1 his la tte r  applies to  those only upon m ilk diet. F o r the present, I  would 
advise our brother, in  o rder to  assist th e  subsid ing of the fiery influence 
w ithin to e ither m ix a  sm all spoonful of pure castor oil w ith his food or 
take  i t  ju s t before going to bed.

F inally  I  shall have to advise our b ro ther to  g ive up Prdndydma, unless 
he means to re s tric t him self to p ro p er diet, Ac., and  to abstain  from sexual 
intercourse. Should o u r b ro th e r be a m arried  person, he need not dream  of 
Pranayama. n o w ; for should he p ractise  i t  in sp ite  of all these obstacles to it  
i t  will, I  th ink, cost him  his life or end dangerously  w ith him. O ur b ro ther 
m ay if he likes to develop h is “ s ta r ,” re so rt to  m ild methods, such as th e  

earing  of in ternal sounds a t n ig h t, when he has closed his ears. T hen he 
w ill be able to hear the d ifferen t stages of sounds as s ta ted  by Madame 
B lavatsky in her “ Voice of Silence,” (p. 10) and  then  develop his clairvoyance. 
However, if our b ro ther will m ake up his m ind to  come over to A dyar d u ring  
th e  ensuing Convention, he w ill be able to  learn  all necessary  details on per. 
eonal coufcrcuce.

K . N .

A H IN D U  N A T IO N A L  U N IV E R S IT Y .
T o th e  E dit o r .

The following is a  d ra f t scheme for a  N ational U niversity  for South Ind ia  
a t  Irich inopo ly .

I. I t  is proposed th a t the  H indu  g raduates of the M adras Governm ent, 
whose optional language is S an sk rit or Tamil o r Telegu or M alayalam, shall 
e lec t the  Fellows of the  N ational U niversity .

I I .  The N ational U n ivers ity  shall be both a teaching and an  exam ining 
body, estab lish ing  Colleges and  em ploying teachers and  exam iners w herever 
i t  m ay consider nccessary.

I I I .  Ih e  N ational U niversity  shall g ran t diplom as of proficiency in  such 
sub]eels, including D ivinity, as it  m ay determ ine from  tim e to  time.

IV . lh e  N ational U n iversity  will remove as much as practicable the 
national d iscred it thafc fche educated  natives of In d ia  leave the h igher educa- 
■iion of ihc ir youths to the care of the Government} pledged to religious



neu tra lity , or of foreign missions pledged, however honestly and philautliropi- 
cally, to convert the natives to  the C hristian  faith  and civilisation.

V. G raduates referred  to in clause I  are earnestly  requested to a tten d  
a m eeting  in H. N. R. College H all, Trichinopoly, a t 4 p. M. Tuesday the 23rd 
of December next, to consider the scheme and to in tim ate the ir views before
hand.

V I. The Theosophical Society, allied to  the H indu  Sabha and in te rest
ed in the up-keep of H indu  Religion and L ite ra tu re , may render very valuable 
and efficient help in carry ing  ou t our scheme.

. A. S ank a .iiaia.ii , B . A., F. M. N.
f fo t e  :— T h e  D e w a n  P e i s h k a r  S a n k a r i a h  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  t u r n  i n t o  g o i n g  c o n c e r n s  on 

t h i s  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e  s o m e  o f  t h e  e n t i c i n g  B c h e m e s  t h a t  h i s  p h i l a n t h r o p h i o  

i m a g i n a t i o n  c o n s t r u c t s  i n  t h e  a s t r a l  w o r l d . — E d .

T H E  E C L IP S E  O B SE R V A N C E S O F T H E  H IN D U S.

To th e  E d it o r .

I  am g lad  of th e  inqu iring  sp irit w hich a t p resen t actuates th e  H indus 
in  respect of th e ir  H indu  religious observances and  institu tions, though  
som etimes th e  questions are p u t in  a cavilling and discourteous sp irit. 
H ow ever, all is well th a t ends well. The very  name “ H indu” has been defi
ned  by me as a’compound word denoting the  combination of the  sun and moon, 
or of Purusha  and  P rak riti, being the two aspects of the one P a ra  B rahm . 
T he Solar is th e  sp iritua l and the  L unar the  physical or m aterialistic  science. 
T here is th e  gross sensuous world, and  there  is th e  subtle supersensuous 
w orld w hich is th e  inspiring  life of the former. Secular lite ra tu re  trea ts  of 
the  form er and religions of the  la tte r. W hy then  should persons looking a t 
th e  phenom ena from  different standpoints quarrel w ith one ano ther?  Of 
course religious or yogic wisdom is not w ithin reach of every secularist, unless 
he w orks to tran scend  his secular plane. Now to tu rn  to the ec lip se ; i t  will 
be noted  th a t  R ahu  or K etu  causes the  eclipse on the  physical plane 
as the shadow w hich is typical of th e  ignorance or avidya conceals from  us 
th e  tru e  know ledge of P urush , and  P rak riti. In  our hum an body, th e  air- 
passage th ro u g h  th e  rig h t nostril is called the S urya N adi and th a t th ro u g h  ’ 
th e  left nostril th e  C handra N adi, and for th e  novice in Pranayam am  there  
a re  eclipses in th e  course of his exercises from  w hich he should recover his 
sp iritu a lity  as even the  sun  and moon emerge from the ir eclipses. The ou ter 
eclipses are  to th e  religious H indu  analogous to, and instructive  of, th e  
constitu tion  of n a tu re  and of hum an natu re . W hatever is objective, i. e.y 
ex te rn a l to  us, has its  subjective, i. e., m ental counterpart w ithin us. Henco 
th e  eclipse is a fitting  and insp iring  event for religious observances and  
devotion. P hysically  also the M agnetism  of the atm osphere is calculated  to  
help the  d isengagem ent of the  m ind from te rrestria l concerns. A nd  it is 
u sually  th e  tim e w hen th e  M ahatm as and the P itris  take  p a rticu la r cogni
sance of the conduct o f m en in th e  world.

A. S a n k a r a i a h ,  P. F. H . S.

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .
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ir fr fcr  w  q f l j  I

T H E R E  IS  N O  R E L IG IO N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

FIRE ELEMENTALS.

S T O R IE S  like  those  I  am  ab o u t to  quote becom e a  tan g le  of absurdities 
unless th e  re a d e r  b ea rs  in  m in d  th a t  th e re  m ay  be s ta te s  of m a tte r  

h o t y e t d iscovered  b y  p h y sica l science, an d  p o ten tia litie s  of conscious
n ess  o th e r  th a n  o u r ow n. A s re g a rd s  th o  law s of com bustion , w e havo  
acqu ired , sinco L av o is ie r announced  h is  g ra n d  gen era lisa tio n , m uch  
e x ac t in fo rm ation , a n d  o u r P ro fesso rs of C h em is try  can  d iscourse upon  
th e  consum ption  of fu e l in  a  s ty le  a t  once in s tru c tiv e  a h d  fasc in a tin g . 
W c know  th a t  in creased  te m p e ra tu re  m ere ly  m eans an  in creased  
velocity  of m o lecu la r m otion, an d  th e  assum ed  e x p lan a tio n  of th o  
fa m ilia r  phenom ena of com bustion  is th a t  a  c e r ta in  in te n s ity  of m ole
c u la r  a c tiv ity  is n ecessary  in  o rd e r to b r in g  th e  m olecules of oxygen  
sufficiently  n e a r  to  those  of th e  com bustib le  to  enab le  th e  a tom s to  un ite , 
an d  th a t  tho  p o in t of ig n ition  is sim ply  th e  te m p e ra tu re  a t  w h ich  tho  
req u ired  m o lecu la r m om en tum  is a tta in ed .*  T he  chem ical chango 
invo lved  is ex trem e ly  sim ple , an d  so fa r  e v e ry th in g  is com prehensib le . 
B u t th e  case becom es m uch  m ore difficult w hen  w e come to  s tu d y  such  
phenom ena of com bustion  as  those in  th o  A rkonam  n a rra tiv e  below* 
G ra n tin g  th a t  th o  chem ical law s of ign ition  a re  acting , and  th a t  no ac id , 
o r fric tion , o r  d ev e lo p m en t of h e a t by  th e  com pression of w oolly o r  o ily  
w aste  in  heaps, can  bo p o stu la ted , no r a n y  atm ospheric  c h a n g e  le ad in g  
to  an  abnorm al d eg ree  of h e a t be proved , what is the power which sets up 
that degree of molecular activity w h ich  is ro u g h ly  in d ica ted  by  th e  p h rase , 
“  th e  p o in t of ign ition  ?’* I t  m ay be den ied  th a t  th e re  a re  such fac ta

- **Vidc Cooko’s “ New Chcmifjtry,M or any other regent chemical Authority*


