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H E A D -Q U A R T E R S  O F F IC IA L  O R D E R S.

I.

T o p rev en t an y  m isu n d erstan d in g  of th e  E x ecu tiv e  Order of J u ly  9t,hr 
crea tin g  th e  E u rop ean  S ection  of th e  T h eosoph ical Society , w h ich  mi^hfc 
arise from  a certa in  u n in ten tiona l a m b ig u ity  o f expression, th e  fo llo w in g  
S u p p lem en ta ry  O rder is  issu ed  :

1. T h e E u rop ean  S ectio n  is  n o t to  be regard ed  as a d isso lu tion  o i th e  
B r itish  S ection , n or as an am algam ation  w ith  it  of any B ranches or U nofficia l 
G roups o u ts id e  th e  U n ite d  K in gd om , nor of a n y  T erritorial S ection s th a t1 
m ay be h erea fter  form ed in  o ther co u n tr ies . I t  is  a to ta lly  d is t in c t  b o d y .

2. A. T erritoria l S ectio n  m ay be form ed  w ith in  any E uropean  country^  
w h en ever se v en  B ranches sh a ll h ave been  o rg a n ized  and chartered  w ith in  it s  
boundaries ; an d  su ch  S ectio n  sh a ll h a v e  fu ll lib er ty  to  adopt its  ow n  Con-; 
sfcitution and  B y -la w s, in  harm ony w ith  th e  gen era l sp ir it and le tter  o f th e ' 
C o n stitu tio n  of th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty . S u ch  sectional C on stitu tion  ahd  
B y -la w s to  be first su b m itted  to  M m e. H . P . B lavatsk y , as P r e sid e n tia l  
D eleg a te  and R ep resen ta tiv e , for app roval before b e in g  put in to  force.

3. U n t il  su ch  a T erritoria l S ectio n  sh a ll be form ed, a fter  sev en ' 
ch artered  B ranches are in  ex isten ce , loca l B ranches in  any E uropean  c o u n tr y - 
w ill b e under tb e  g en era l su p erv is io n  of M m e. B la v a tsk y , as th ey  have beeu  
h ith er to  u n d er m ine. A n d  new  grou p s a p p ly in g  for Branch charters m u st  
first ob tain  her ap p roval of th e ir  p roposed  B y-law s, as, previous to  tlig  crea­
tio n  of th e  E u rop ean  S ectio n  iu  th e  E x e cu tiv e  O rder of Ju ly  9 th , th e y  w ou ld -
h av e  h ad  to  obtain  m ine . c  ,. .

4. 'l’he co n stitu tio n a l organ iza tion  of th e  E uropean S ectio n  r e q u ir e s ' 
th a t th ree-fo u rth s o f e x is t in g  B ranches and  U nofficia l G roups of th e  S o c ie ty  
sh a ll s ig n ify  in  w r it in g  to M m e. B la v a tsk y  (w ho "will su p p ly  copies o f th e  
official le tter s  for filin g  in  th e  I lea d -q u a rters arch ives) their  cohfient to  
th e  tra n sfer  o f m y  ex ecu tiv e  resp o n sib ility  and su p erv isory  and ap p ella te  
p ow ers to  her. T h e B r it ish  S ectio n  sh o u ld  a lso , by form al R e s o lu t io n ,: 
ad op ted  in  a re g u la r  session , s ig n ify  its  approval of th e  transfer and agree  t o 1 
co-op erate w ith  m y  D e leg a te  in  th e  p rosecu tion  of her official work.

5. P e n d in g  th e  com p letion  of th e  n ecessary  form alities, Mr. Gt. R . S: * 
Mead, is  h ereb y  reco g n ized  as G eneral S ecretary  pro. tern. o f th e  E uropean
S ectio n . #

6. A n y  e x is t in g  B ranch  w h ich  m ay w ish  to  surrender its  ch arter,
e ith er  for  re-org a n iza tio n  or w ithd raw al from  th e  Society , w ill h en ceforth   ̂
in tim a te  it s  in te n tio n  to  M r. M ead, w ho w ill ob tain  M me. B la v a tsk y  s 
order in  th e  p r e m ise s ; an d  a ll su ch  in tim a tio n s th a t m ay hereafter, b y  m is-  . 
tak e , be a d d ressed  to  th e se  H ead -qu arters> w ill be referred  by th e  R eco r d in g  
S ecreta ry  to  m y  D e le g a te  for action . ’

, • 7v M y in te n tio n  is  th a t M me. B la v a tsk y  sh a ll have en tire, re sp o n s ib il­
ity 'fo r  th e  good  g o v ern m en t of our E uropean  B ranches, and  m y fu l l  p d w e^  
to  en force th e  R u les  of th c  S o c ie ty  as from  tim e to tim e defined  b y  th e  
G eneral C ouncil. ' ’ : ; ,

H , S. O lcott* P . T . S .

Atiyat*, 17//i S eptem ber  1890.



I I .

1 T h e C harter of th e  “ H erm es ” L o d g e  of th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  
h a v in g  b een  surrendered  b y  th e  S ecretary , M. G eorges Cam rninade, by ord er  
of th e  C ouncil, the  B ranch is  d eclared  d isso lved , and  th e  res ig n a tio n s  ot  
m em b ersh ip  b y  M . Cam rninade aud M ile. A . G renier aro accep ted .

2 I t  w ill be com p eten t for M m e. B lavatsk y  to  re issu e  th e  C harter to  
a n y  seven  m em bers ol th e  B ranch  in  case of an  ap p lica tion  to  th a t  effect, or  
s h e  m ay issu e  to  them  a fresh  C harter for a new  B ranch  u n d er a n oth er  nam e.

H* S . O lcott , P . T . S .
A d t a r , 17 th  Sep tem ber  1890.

“ A  S T R A N G E  P H E N O M E N O N .”
U n d e r  th e  ab ove cap tion  th e  (L ondon) S ocie ty  T im es  rem ark ed  in  a la te  

i s s u e :—
4'O ne of the strangest phenomena, of this strange century of transition, is the 

rise and rapid growth of tho Theosophical movement.
While the air is vibrating witb the teachings of Socialism, while men are striving 

and struggling to outstrip each other in the race for material wealth, while a largo 
portion of the time of women is taken up with the shows and shadows of things^ 
while the very children are trained to compete with each other for the good things 
of scholastic life, the Theosophical Society, through its publishing house, is conti­
nually putting forth, and the public greedily' absorbing, teaching that, in their 
quaint simplicity and nnworldliness, seem to have issued from some mediaeval clois­
ter, and clothed themselves in modern dress.

Tako the following, copied from the pages of a recent pamphlet, as a sample :—■ 
‘Seek knowledgo for pure love, and self-knowledge eventually crowns the effort. 
The fact of a student growing impatient is proof positive that he works for reward, 
and not for love, and that in turn proves that he does not deserve the great victory 
in store for thoso who really work for pure love.’”

A n o th e r  L on d on  jo u rn a l— W om an — says th a t “ in te r e st  is  b e in g  ev in ced  on  
a ll s id es  as to  “ W hat is  T h eosop h y  P” I f  th e  m u ltip lic ity  o£ n ew spap er-  
c u t t in g s  I  rece iv e  by every  m ail be ta k e n  as ev id en ce , th e  W om an  has n o t  
o v e r s ta te d  th e  ca se . Iu  p o in t o f  fa ct, ev ery b o d y  is  a sk in g  th a t  sam e  
q u estio n .

M R . H A R T E  R E T IR E S .
O n h is  re tu rn  from  C alcu tta , M r. H arte, f in d in g  th a t I  w as offen d ed  

b y  h is  in d ep en d e n t p u b lic  u ttera n ce s  re g a r d in g  M m e. B la v a tsk y  an d  M r. 
K e ig h t le y , ten d e red  h is res ig n a tio n  of the office o f a S e c r e ta r y  o f th e  
T h eo so p h ic a l S o c ie ty , accom p an ied  b y  th e  fo llo w in g  ex p la n a to r y  le t te r

“ A dyar , September, 23rd, 1890*

M y  d e a r  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,
In order to avoid any suspicion that opinions expressed by me about the 

affairs of the Theosophical Society, etc., are of an official natnre, or that you are, 
either directly or indirectly, responsible for them, J beg herewith to place in your 
hands my resignation of the office of a Secretary of the Theosophical Society, the 
only official position I hold therein.

Very sincerely and fraternally yours, k.
R ichard H arte.”

I  fe e l  i t  to  b e  m y  d u ty  to  a c c e p t M r. H a r te ’s re s ig n a tio n  o f h is  official 
p o st , b u t  as I  am  on  th e  p o in t o f  le a v in g  for C ey lo n , and  h a v e  n o  one a t th e  
m o m e n t to  p u t  in  h is  p lace, h e  h a s con sented , to  co n tin u e  to  a c t  u n til hia  
aufccsser is  a p p o in ted .

B E R T R A M  K E IG H T L E Y  I N  I N D I A .
T h is  n o w  w id e ly -k n o w n  and  th o r o u g h ly  r e sp ec ted  y o u n g  m em b er  o f  th e  

B la v a t s k y  L o d g e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  an d  o f  th e  B r it ish  S e c t io n , h a d  h a rd ly  
f in ish e d  h is  lo n g  A m erican  to u r  and  g o t  b ack  to  L on d on , w h en  h e  w as se n t off 
t o  In d ia  to  ren d er  m e  a n y  n eed ed  a ss ista n ce  an d  a tten d  th e  D ece m b er  C on- 
T e n tio n  as E u ro p ea n  D e leg a te . R each in g  B om b ay, A u g u s t  3 ls t ,  h e  reported  
to  m e an d  a t  o n ce  fe ll  to  w ork  in  h is  u su a l ea rn est w ay. H e  w on  go ld en

op in ion s in  B om b ay from  all, our F e llo w s and th e  public ; v is ite d  A h m ed abad  
and  our B ran ch es in  B aroda and  S u r a t ; tu r n e d  E astw ard  and , a t m y req u est, 
h a lted  at P oona, H yderabad , Secunderabad, B e lla ry , G ooty, C uddapah, an d  
reach ed  H ead -Q u arters on the  30th  u ltim o . W hero a b ro therly  w elcom e  
aw aited  him , b oth  ou h is personal accou n t an d  that of h is  e sp e c ia lly  c lo se  
connection  w ith  H . P . B ’s. W estern  work.. S p ace  fabids th e  p r in tin g  of tho  
severa l local rep orts o f h is ex ce llen t d o in gs a t the various p o in ts v isited , 
b u t as I sh a ll ^ iv e  him  a p u b lic  w elcom e in  M adras shortly, w e sh a ll have h is  
ow n  accou n t o f h is In d ia u  experibnces and im pressions in our n ex t N u m ber.

S in ce  th e  above w as in  ty p e , an a rtic le  by M r. K eig h tley  cam e to  hand , 
b u t it  w as too  la te  for in sertion .

M R . H A R T E ’S T O U R .
M r. R ich ard  H a rte  retu rn ed  from  h is v is it  to  B engal on M onday, 22nd  

u ltim o . H e  w a s very  g la d  to  find th a t th e  in te rest  taken  in  T heosophy in  
those  parts is u nabated , but there, as e lsew h ere  is India, th e  w an t of v isitors  
and lectu rers from  H ead -Q u arters is g rea tly  f e l t ; w ithou t th is help , in d eed , 
u n ited  action  am on g  th e  F e llo w s is im p ossib le , and T h eosop h y cannot bo 
a d eq u ately  b ro u g h t before th e  public , b u t rem ain s an in d iv id u a l th in g  in  th e  
m in d s of m ore or less iso la ted  F e llo w s. H e  lec tu red  tw ice  in  C a lcu tta  and  
h eld  severa l con feren ces w ith  th e  B rothers th e re  to d iscu ss S o c ie ty  m atters. 
M r. H arte  v is ite d  D a rjee lin g  and lectu red  th ere  to a good au d ien ce, in largo  
part com p osed  of n ou -th eosop h ists . A t B erham pore (a t th e  in v ita tio n  
of w h ich  B ra n ch — th e A dhi B h ou tic  B h ra tru  T. S .— he w en t N o rth ) ho  
rece ived  a m ost w arm  and fratern al w elcom e, and gave tw o  lectu res to . 
crow ded  au d ien ces. Mr. H arte  a lso  v is ite d  D arbhnnga, and had an  in terv iew  
w ith  th e  M aharajah , and  he w as g la d  to  find  th a t H is  H ig h n e ss  w as aa 
fr ien d ly  as ev er  to th e  S o c ie ty .

[In  lo o k in g  over  th e  p roof-sh eets, I  see  th a t  th e  E d itor  has om itted  one  
poin t w h ich  I  p a r ticu la r ly  desire  to  be r e c o r d e d ; nam ely, th a t  w h erever I  
w en t in  B e n g a l an d  B ehar, I  heard  th e  w a rm est exp ression s o f p ersonal 
affection  an d  r esp ec t for C olonel O lco tt— an d  w ith ou t one d isse n tie n t  
vo ice . R . H a r te .]

T H E  A D T A R  L E C T U R E S .

I  am h ap p y to  sa y  th a t th e  in te rest  in  th e  lectu res of th e  A d y a r  cou rse  
is  unabated . Mr. F a w c e tt ’s are e sp e c ia lly  ap p recia ted  b y  certa iu  H in d u  
g en tlem en  o f eru d ition , professors and  ex -p rofessors in  the M adras C o lleges , 
w h o n ever m iss an occasion  to  hoar h im . I  m y se lf  lectu red  tw ice  d u r in g  th e  
p a st m onth , b u t, as I  sp ok e ex tem p o ra n eo u sly  and w ith o u t n otes, u pon  
top ic s g iv en  m e by th e  a u d ien ce , accord in g  to  m y u su a l custom , I  h a v e  no  
rep ort to  p u b lish .

A  P R E S E N T .
M r. J u d g e  h as se n t m e a b e a u tifu lly  en am eled  cony o f th e  g o ld  badgo  

o r ig in a lly  d esig n ed  for our m em bers in  1876. T he E g y p tia n  T an, or crux  
a m a la ,  en tw in e d  b y  th e  serp en t, are m ade to  represent th e  in it ia l le tters  
o f our S o c ie ty , “ T . S .” T h e w ork m an sh ip  is  charm ing. C opies in  en ­
am eled  silv er  m ay b e  ordered  ou t from  N e w  Y o r k  at a  cost o f tw o dollars  
each , i f  w anted .

T H E  W O R K  I N  C E Y L O N . ■
I  am  p lea sed  to  learn  from  D r. D a ly  th a t  h is w ork is p ro g ressin g  

au sp ic io u sly  in  th e  C entral P rovince. H is  lec tu res  are w ell attended, h is v is i t s  
w arm ly  w elcom ed , an d  h is  co llec tio n s for th e  B u d d h ist F un d  d u r in g  th e  
m on th  o f  A u g u s t  am oun ted  to  R s. 1,000.

[ O n  th e  12th  in sta n t th e  cerem on y  of o p en in g  our firsfc G irls’ H ig h  Sbhool 
w ill ocdur a t Colom bo, u n d er th e  d irection  o f  th e  W om en’s E d u ca tio n  Society", 
to  w h ose  in d efa tig a b le  ex ertio n s th is  g rea t su cc ess  is due. B y  u rg en t req u est  
I  h ave co n sen ted  to  p resid e  on th e  occasion ; and on the 4th  inBtant sh a ll kail 
for C olom bo in  th e  B . I . S team er “ In d ia ” ; in te n d in g  to  be ab sen t frfcm A d y a r  
a* fo r tn ig h t on ly . M r, B . K e ig h tle y  w ill probab ly  accom pany m e.



O E Y L O N .
M r. A . XJluwita, S ecretary  of our A nuradhapura  B ranch , w r ite s  th a t th e  

COrner-stone of our local B u d d h ist school has been  la id  and  th e  b u ild in g  w ork  
is  p ro g ress in g  w ell. W h eu  fin ish ed it w ill a lso  serve as tho  B ranch  H ea d ­
q u a rters. T h e R everen d  C hief P r ie st  o f A tam astan e (the 8 sa cred  p laces) has  
afc m y  req u est co llected  seed s o f th e  w orld -renow ned  B od h i T ree o f A n a-  
rad h ap u ra— p lan ted  by th e  P r in cess S an g h a m itta  m ore th an  2000 years ago—- 
a n d  in  D ecem b er or Jan u ary  n e x t  I  sh a ll have p lan ts to  Bend to  th e  sov ere ig n s  
o f  th e  B u d d h ist  cou n tr ies o f th e  F ar E a st.

“ M E G IT T U W A T T E ” G O N E .
 ̂ ^Mohafctiwatte G unananda, th e  m ost eloq u en t B u d d h ist p r iest of our tim e  

in  C eylon , d ied  of ap op lex y  at h is tem p le  in  the  M utw al W ard  of C olom bo  
ou  S u n d a y , tho  21st Septem ber, at th e  a ge  o f about s ix ty . H e  w as an orator  
o f  g rea t p ow er and p ersu a s iv en ess , aud  started  th e  rev iv a l o f S in h a lese  
B u d d h ism , w h ich  th e  T h eosop h ica l S ociety  is com p letin g . W estern  readers  
w ill  reca ll h is nam e and  fam e in  con n ection  w ith  Mr. E d w a rd  F . P erera ’s 
sten o g ra p h ic  report o f  th e  P a n tu ra  C ontroversy  (re-pu b lish ed  in  A m erica  
b y  D r. P eeb les under th e  t it le  “ B u d d h ism  and  C h r istia n ity  F a c e  to  F a c e ” ) : 
a  b risk  d eb a te  betw een  M eg ittu w a tte , as h e  is  fam ilia r ly  ca lled , and th e  
m issio n a r ie s , in  w h ich  th e  la tte r  g o t  w orsted . I  have h ad  m u ch  to  do w ith  
h im  sin ce  m y  first v is it  to  th e  Is la n d , in  1880 : h e o ften  tr a v e lle d  w ith  m e, 
p res id e d  a t m y  p u b lic  lec tu res , and  w e spoke from  th e  sam e p la tfo rm . 
L a tte r ly , h is  m ind  m ust h a v e  b een  a l i t t le  a ffected , for he b ecam e v io le n t ly  
a b u siv e  w ith o u t cau se  or provocation . Bufc h is in flu en ce h a s b een  greafc 
a n d  h is  n am e w ill be lo n g  rem em b ered . A  v ery  good  fu ll- le n g th  sfcafcue o f  
h im  m ay b e seen  a t  h is tem p le ,

f i n a n c i a l ;
T h e A ss is ta n t  T reasu rer b eg s  to  ack n ow led ge, w ith  th a n k s , th e  rece ip t  

Of th e  u n d erm en tion ed  su m s, rece iv ed  d u riu g  th e  m onth  :—
H ead-Q uarters F und .

M r. M artandarao B . N a g n a th  (B om bay) (su b scr ip tion  p rom ised  at th e  
B om b ay  C o n feren ce)... ... ... ... R s . 10 0 0

R ao  S aib  Ish w a ri P ersa d  (B a lagh at, C. P .) .. .  . . . 2 0 0
M r. H en ry  B ow m an  (O akland, Cal., U . S . A .) £  4  .. .  46 13 0
M r. N . C. M u k erji (C a lcu tta ) ... ... ... . . .  12 0  0

T h r o ’ M r. E . R am bo (S a n  F ra n c isco , U . S . A . ) :—>
G old en  G ate B ranch (San  F ran cisco ) .. ,  £  2

c , : A u rora  B ranch  (O akland) . . .  ... £  1
T h ro ’ Mr. A . N . S ey m o u r (H a rtfo rd , U . S . A .)
M iss. M. J . H a m p sh ire  , . . .  . . .  £  ]
M rs. M . A . N ew to n  ... .. .  ... £  l

- M r. A . N . S eym ou r .. .  .. .  £  1

T ota l £  6
R e c e iv e d  th ro ’ th e  S ecreta ry , N a g p u r , T . S  
P a n d it  S undraram iah  
M r. C. S rin ivasa  R ow  N a id u ...

„ C. L ak sh m an asaw m y N a id u  ...
B a b u  P u r n a  A n au d  S en  (a sy m p a th iser)

L ibrary  F u n d .
M r. C. S a m b ia h  phetfcyar A v e r g u l . . .  , , ,

A nniversary  F und .
, -R ece iv ed  th r o ’ fche Secretary , H y d e r a b a d  B ra n ch , th e  fo llo w in g  su b -  
BW p k 10ns to w a rd s n e x t  A n n iv erea ry  E x p e n se s
: Hy d e r a b a d  B ra n ch  " . . .  . . .  R s . 10  0  0

, . M f. Jaebangu-cjoQ  , , ,  . . .  . . .  u  0  0

' ' ’ S , E . CiOrALACTTARLU,
A ss is ta n t T reasurer, T, S i

R s .  70 15 9

R s .  15 0 0
. . .  2 0 0
. . .  2 0 0
. . .  2 0 0 0

. . .  5 0 0

B A N K O O R A .
19 th A u gu st 1890.

I t  is  w ith  th e  d eep est fee lin g s o f sorrow th a t I  announce the death  o f  
B ab u -H rid o y  N a th  D aripa , a m em ber of th e  Bankoora S a n jiv a n i B ranch  of th e  
T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty . T h e sad  occurrence took  place at about 11 p. M. on  
th e  2n d  o f A u g u st  1890. H e  w as a v ery  n ice  gen tlem an  of th e  T ow n of 
Bankoora. H is d ea th  has been  sin cerely  b ew ailed  by a ll w ho k n ew  h im . H e  
w as a se lf-m a d e  m an th o u g h  n ot of v ery  h ig h  education , lie  w as affab le in  
m a n n e r s , p rom pt in  b u sin ess, w arm  as a friend  and k ind  to  th e  n eed y . 
T h e B ankoora  B ran ch  of th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  has lo st  in  h im  a s in ce re  
fr ien d  and  a zea lo u s su p p orter  of tho ca u se  of T heosophy.

I n d ran a ray an  B iswas ,

F . T . 8 ., B ankoora .

A M E R IC A .
N e w  Y o r k , A u gu st 8th, 1890.

D ear S ir  an d  B ro th er ,
On A u g u s t  7 th  w as issu ed  a C harter to  a n ew  B ranch, to  bo kn ow n  as 

“ S ea ttle  T. S. N o . i , ” and  located^it S ea ttle , W ash in gton  Terr. T h e n u m ­
ber of B ranches in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes is  now  42.

Y o u rs tru ly  and fratern ally ,
W illiam  Q. J u d g e ,

Gen. S ecretary .

T A S M A N IA .
Latesfc in te llig e n c e  rece iv ed  from  H ob art, T asm ania, says thafc a loca l 

B ranch  w as form ed  th ere  early  in  M arch, w ith  Mr. E d w ard  I v e y  as P resid en t, 
a n d  Mr. W . H . D a w so n  as S ecretary . T h e le tter , further, say s th a t “ a con­
sid erab le  am ount o f q u ie t and  u n o sten ta tio u s ‘ e v a n g e lis t ic ’ w ork is carried  
o n ;  m o stly  b y  M r. Iv e y , w h ose zea l and e n erg y  kre  beyond  all p ra ise .”

B U D D H IS M  I N  E U R O P E .
T h e  Buddhisfc w a v e  is sw eep in g  over E urope and A m erica  w ith  r e m a r k ­

able force. T h is p h a se  of In d ian  P h ilo so p h y  seem s b etter  su ited  to  th e  
W estern  m in d  th a n  any other. U n less  a ll s ig n s  fail, the  tw o co u n tr ies in  
w h ich  it s  g rea test fu tu re  lies are F ran ce and  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  of A m erica . 
In  th e  form er P rofessor  L eon  de R o sn y  to w ers above a ll other figures as a  
leader in  th is  m ovem ent b y v ir tu e  of h is  a c tiv e  tem peram ent, exa lted  character, 
p rofoun d  scholarsh ip , and  official p ositio n  at th e  Sorbonne com bined. H is  
lec tu res are th ro n g ed  by a m u ltitu d e  o f persons o f  th e  h ig h e st  as w ell as o f  
th e ’m id d le  c la sses .

W E S T  I N D I A N  N E W S .
M y fr ien d  Mr. E . D . E w en , A sst . G enl. Secretary, A m erican  Section , for  

th e  W e st In d ies , sen d s m e som e item s of in terest. H e  ca lls a tten tion  to  tho  
d ep lorab le  m oral an d  m en ta l con d ition  o f our E a st -Indian coolies in  thafc 
d is ta n t  p a rt o f th e  w orld . W h at he says is  w ell worth th e  serious a tten tio n  
o f the  G overn m en t o f In d ia . H e  says there is  a large and y ea r ly  in crea s in g  
nu m b er o f In d ia n  ooolies, ch iefly  in  tho Is la n d s of T rin idad and D em erara. 
T h ese  poor d e v ils  h a v e  scarcely  a m an am ong them  of good caste  a n d  
ed u ca tio n . T h eir orp h an  ch ild ren  are p u t in to  G overnm ent orphanages to  b e , 
a m o n g  o th er  th in g s , C h ristian ized . T h e m ajority  of tho coolies are h a rd ­
working and m o n ey -m a k in g  persons. B u t th e  am ount of d ru n k en ness an d  
g en era l d ir t  and d egrad ation  am ong th em  is  lam entab le. Mr. E w en  a sk s :

“ Do the Hindns nofc think enough of their religion, morality and country to  be 
ashamed to remain passive while their countrymen out here aro being bodily and, 
in  many cases, psychically, ruined, for lack of a few men of their own race andt 
religion ; to keop alive thoir National learning, and to he to them a standing example* 
of honesty, sobriety a n d  c le an lin e ss  ? W h a t ia  there to  p re v e n t th e  H in d u s  sending



a  few of tbeir educated young men—who m ust be content to be real Yogis and to 
live the life of the poorest—yet be willing and able to teach always, and preach 
BometimeH. Perhaps the time has come in the renaissance of Hinduism for ft few 
to gain the Karmic crown of moral M artyrdom  in Voluntary exile across the K&1£ 
pain.”

C erta in ly  i t  h a s co m e , a n d  as c e r ta in ly  th e re  are  m a n y  g o o d  H in d u s  
■who w o n ld  sn a tch  a t  tb a t  g loriou B  c r o w n  b u t  for o n e  th in g , v iz . ,  th e  
fe a r fn l tr o u b le  th e ir  g o in g  w o u ld  b r in g  d o w n  u p o n  th e  h e a d s  o f  th e ir  
fa m ilie s . M r. E w e n  h a s l iv e d  in  In d ia  a n d  ho m u s t  n o t f o r g e t  th a t  in  
co m p a r iso n  w ith  tb e  so c ia l d e sp o tism  o f  H in d u  c a s te  la w s  an d  p e n a lt ie s  
th e  b o y c o t t in g  o f  Ir e la n d  is  th e  m e r e s t  c h i ld ’s p la y . S c h o la r s  a re  m a n y  
in  In d ia , b u t  h ero es a n d  m a r ty r s  a l a s ! to o  fe w .

IR E L A N D .
T iie room  form erly  occu p ied  b y th e  D u b lin  L o d g e  T. S., in  L ow er L e eso n  

S t. has been  vacated , and tw o la rg e  room s h ave been  ob ta in ed  in  S te p h e n ’s 
G reen, w h ere th e  books and o th er  p rop erty  o f the L o d g e  are now  rem oved . 
A  proper letter -b ox  lo r  th e  S o c ie ty  is  fixed  on th e  str e e t  door, an d  a ll com ­
m u n ica tio n s sh ou ld  be a d d r e ss e d :—  -

105, S te p h e n ’s G reen , D u b lin .
T h e office o f S ecreta ry  to th e  L o d g e , h a s recen tly , o w in g  to  th e  dep ar­

tu r e  o f Bro. C. F . W r ig h t  to th e  E u rop ean  H ead -Q u arters, w h ere  h is  se rv ices  
are in  g rea t req u est, d ev o lv ed  u p on  B ro. F . J . D ick , w ho, i t  is  h o p ed  w ill  
prove a w o rth y  su ccessor.

H . M. M agee, 
P res id en t,

J u ly  1890.

T H E  B U D D H IS T  F L A G  I N  C O M M E R C E !
I  litt le  th o u g h t, w h en  I  in trodu ced  th e  B u d d h ist  F la g  in to  Jap an , la s t  year* 

th a t  it  w o u ld  so in sta n ta n eo u s ly  becom e p op u lar as to  becom e an  a rtic le  o f  
exp o rt w ith in  a year. Y e t  so  it  is . T h e  b ea u ty  o f  th e  flag  com m end ed  it  to  
th e  e s th e tic  Jap an ese , w h ile  it s  ap p rop ria ten ess as an u n iv ersa l sym b ol o f  th e  
B u d d h ist  re lig io n  led  to  it s  im m ed ia te  a d op tion  there, as i t  h ad  p r e v io u sly  
in  C eylon . H is  M ajesty , th e  E m peror, g r a c io u s ly  accep ted  th e  o r ig in a l m od el 
I  took w ith  m e and  h ad  it  p la ced  in  th e  Im p eria l M useum , w h ich  w as en o u g h  
in  it se lf  to  m ake it  p opu lar . T hen , th e  q u estio n  of th e  co lors b e in g  a c tu a lly  
th o se  of L ord B u d d h a ’s aura, as d escr ib ed  in  th e  sacred  w r itin g s  o f  b o th  
N o rth ern  and  S ou th ern  B u d d h ism , h a v in g  been  look ed  in to  and fa v o ra b ly  
rep o rted  upon b y  learned  p r ie s ts  w h o w ere co n su lted , its  ad op tion  w as su re . 
T h ro u g h o u t m y  w h ole tour , from  Sen d ai, m y  ex trem e N o rth ern  to  K u m am oto , 
m y  m o st S ou th ern  lim it, i t  b loom ed  u p o n  m e sid e  b y  sid e  w ith  th e  Im p er ia l  
f la g  in  w elcom e. Afc m y  su g g e s t io n  i t  w a s p a in ted  on th e ir  p ap er la n tern s, 
on  fan s an d  k ite s . I t  is  now  b e in g  se n t  abroad  b y  J a p a n ese  m erch an ts. 
R e c e n t ly — a s M r. P e ter  A b rew  w r ite s— at a la rg e  a u c tio n  sa le  o f J a p a n ese  
g o o d s in  C olom bo, th ere  w ere p u t  up  a  n u m b er of flag  la n tern s a n a  flags. 
W o u ld  n o to u r  S o c ie ty  have acqu ired  a p la c e  in  h isto ry  i f  i t  h ad  first d ev ise d  
an d  in tr o d u ce d  th e  em blem  o f th e  C ross as th e  com m on sym b ol o f a ll C h rist­
en d om  ; an d  is  i t  n o t lik e ly  to  be lo n g  rem em b ered  th r o u g h o u t th e  B u d d h is t  
w orld  as th e  o r ig in ator  and  introduce^* o f^ th is  ch a r in ip g  an d  ap p rop ria te  
sta n d a rd  o f  B u d d h ism  P I  th in k  so.

1.1 i I . • ; • • ;• ? 1

’s u p p l e m e n t  t o

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T
1̂1

N O V E M B E R  1 8 9 0 . *

H E A D -Q U A R T E R S  I T E M S .

T h e P resid en t-F o u u d e r  le f t  A d y a r  for C olom bo on lh o  9th  of O ^ o r ,  m

T h eo so p h ica l o rg a n iza tio n  th ere  in  h is  o w n  in com p arab le  m anner.

p a r t o f c J T t o  T L at

M r K oifrhtlv an d  M r. F a w c e tt  are a t  H ead -q u arters . T h e form er is

T h eosop h y m  In d ia ;  th e  la tte r  isp r e p a r i g  TIntv e r s 0 ” M r. H a rte  is  s t i l l

o m e 0 r i 0h is  su cc esso r  t t *  h a v in g  as y e t  b e e n  

ap p oin ted . .

T h e  A ss is ta n t  T rea su rer  b e g s  to  a ck n o w led g e  w ith  th a n k s th o  rece ip t o£ 
th e  fo llo w in g  s u m s  d u r in g  th e  m onth  o f O ctob er :

L ib r a r y  F u n d .

M r. K . Seshayya, C h etty a r  (K u rn ool)  .................. R s - ® ®
M r. C. Sam b iah  ( M a d r a s ) ............................................  ••• »*

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .

M r. A n an taroy  N a th ji (K a ity a w a r )  . . .  ••• » {  q q
Babu G irish  C hu n d er K o o n d o o ................................  ” 2 0 0
M r. K . S esh a y y a  (K u rn o o l) ..............................................  ”

H e a d  Q u a r t e r s  F u n d .

M r. A nan th ara i N a th ji  (K a tly a w a r )  .. .  .. .  >» 13 2 6
M r. L . P . M cC arthy (S a n  Francisco) ... £  1 -0 -V -  „ io  *
M r. C. K . R aj agop a la  Iy e r  (N ars in g a m p ett)  ••• ” ^  1Q Q
M r. J. H . L. H o u sto n  (N ew  York) . . . *  „

N O T E S  O N  B R A N C H E S  V I S I T E D .

B y  B ertra m  K e ig h tley*
■RnMnsY - T h i s  is  on e o f th e  m ost a c tiv e  o f  th e  B ranches in India, and

t h . r x . B™ d ^

r e S £ '  and ph ilosop h ies, g iv en  ou t by H . P . B. S till, even  am ong th e m ,



there  is  th e  sam e s tr o n g  ten d en cy  to w ard s u se le ss  and  in term in a b le  d is ­
cu ss ion s on  “ u lt im a te s ,” w h ich , ap art from  th e ir  u se fu ln e ss  in  tr a in in g  th e  
lo g ica l fa c u lty , are ap t to  be m erely  em p ty  breath  w ith  n o p ra ctica l or rea l 
co n ten t a s th e ir  ou tcom e. I t  is  th e  v ice  o f  su ch  stu d ies  as ou rs th a t, s in c e  
th e y  lea d  th e  m in d  in to  new , u n exp lored  rea lm s, th e y  are a tten d ed  b y  th e  
d a n g er  o f m ista k in g  w ords  for rea lities , and  so  lea d in g  us in to  a ccep tin g  m ere  
verb al a b stra ctio n s as real exp lan ation s o f fa c ts  in  nature , and th is  d a n g er  is  
in te n s ified  b y  th e  su b je c tiv e  term in o lo g y  em p loyed  in H in d u  p h ilo so p h y . 
C arefu l s tu d y  o f  H . P . B .’s w orks w ill soon  co n v in ce  th e  s tu d e n t th a t  th is  
d a n g er  is am p ly  g u a rd ed  a g a in st  in  tru e  E so ter ic ism  ; i t  sh o u ld  th e re fo re  b e  
c o n s is te n t ly  b orn e in  m in d  by stu d e n ts  in  a ll d ep artm en ts, b u t esp e c ia lly  in  
In d ia  as it  is  th e  p ecu lia r  v ice  of E a ste rn  th o u g h t  g en era lly . T h eh o m o ep a th ic  
d isp en sa ry  w ork  a lso  don e b y  Mr. T. T a ty a  in  con n ectio n  w ith  th e  B om b ay  
B ran ch , d ese rv es  sp ec ia l n o tice  as il lu s tr a tin g  th e  p ra ctica lly  p h ila n th ro p ic  
s id e  o f T h eosop h ica l w ork  in  In d ia .

SuiiA T.~-T his is  an oth er  w o rk in g  B ranch , en g a g e d  b oth  in  p ra c tica l  
p h ila n th ro p ic  e ifo rt and  in  th e  d issem in a tio n  o f th o u g h t . A s  a rep ort o f  i t s  
w ork  ap p ears in  th e  num ber, I  w ill  m ere ly  n o te  one poin t th a t s tru ck  m e  
v e r y  forcib ly . A m o n g  th e  m em bers o f  th is  B ranch  I  n o ticed  m u ch  e n th u ­
sia sm  and g o o d -w ill, and  esp e c ia lly  a  s tr o n g  an d  l iv in g  e th ica l s p ir i t ; b u t I  
m isse d  a lm o st en tire ly  an y  a ttem p t to  c u lt iv a te  th e  in te lle c tu a l a sp ec t o f  
sp ir itu a lity , an d  I  n o tic ed  a v ery  s tr o n g  te n d e n c y  to  a ccep t m ere ly  v e r b a l  
ex p la n a tio n s w ith o u t  b r in g in g  th e se  to  th e  t e s t  o f corresp o n d in g  m e n ta l  
im ages.

" B a r o d a .  a n d  P o o n a .— 0 !  th ese  bran ch es l it t le  can  b e  sa id . P o ss ib ly  t h e  
a c t iv ity  o f  th e  B aroda B ranch  w ill be re v iv e d  th r o u g h  th e  ex ertio n s o f r e c e n tly  
jo in e d  m em b ers, b u t for som e tim e p ast it  has done l it t le  as a  B ranch . T h e  
sa m e is ev en  m ore tru e  o f P oona, w h ich  u sed  to  be one o f th e  m o st a c t iv e  
cen tres  o f  T h eosop h y . In  both  cases th e  w a n t is  a lead er, som e on e p erso u  
w h o se  en th u s ia sm  an d  a b ility  sh a ll q u a lify  h im  to  lead  and  help  o th er  s tu ­
d e n ts  in te r e ste d  in  th e se  su b jec ts . N in e ty -n in e  p er  cen t, o f  m en  are a f te r  
a ll lik e  R a b e la is’ sh eep . T h ey  have no in it ia t iv e  o f  th e ir  ow n , and  c a n n o t  
ev en  find tb e ir  w a y  th r o u g h  a read y-m ad e g a p  in  a h ed g e  u n less  so m e  
s tro n g er  sp ir it  le a d s  th e  w ay .

H y d r a b a d .— H ere  w e  h a v e  th e  hap p y com b in a tio n  o f  P a rsi an d  H indi* e le ­
m e n ts  w h ich  I  n o tic ed  a t B om b ay. B ud th e  so il d oes n o t seem  fa v o u r a b le  for  
th e  seed  of T h eo so p h y , and  th o u g h , th a n k s to  th e  se lf-sa cr if ic in g  effo r ts  o f a  
few , th e  B ranch  is  s t il l  a c tiv e , h o ld s r e g u la r  w e e k ly  m eetin g s  and b y  m a k in g  
th o s e  m eetin g s  op en  to  v is ito r s  and  ren d er in g  th em  of g en era l in te r e st , ifc h a s  
su cceed ed  in  k eep in g  a liv e  som e o u ts id e  in te r e s t ; s t i l l  th e  p ro g ress m a d e  is  
v e r y  sm a ll in d eed .

B . K .

G O O D  W O R K  A T  B A R O D A .
M r. C. L . P eaco ck e , f . t . s., w rites from  B aroda, on 20th  O ctober 1890 •—
O n th e  1 6 th  O ctob er a g ir ls ’ sch oo l w as opened  in  S u ra t u n d er  th e  

m a n a g e m en t o f  th e  S an atan  D h arm a S ab h a  L o c a l B ranch  o f  th e  T . S  
T h er e  w ere 51 g ir ls  p resen t, and  th e  n u m b er  o f  p u p ils  is  e x p ec ted  to  sh o r t ly  
reach  100, for  th e  m o v em en t is  m uch  a p p rec ia ted  m  th e  h ig h -c a s te  q u a rte r  
o f  th e  c ity  w h ere  th e  schoo l is  s itu a te d . A b o u t 9 m o n th s a g o  M r. D riv ed i  
th e  P resid en t, S u ra t B ranch  T . S ., co llec ted  a  sm a ll fu n d  of som e 400  ru p ees '  
an d  th e rew ith  b r a v e ly  sta rted  a  b o y s’ sch o o l, w h ich  a t  p resen t n u m b ers 140  
p u p ils .

B e sid es  th e  co u rse  o f  su b jec ts  ns la id  dow n b y  G overrfhient for  P r im a ry  
sch o o ls , th e re  is  d a ily  im parted  to  th e  boys fo r  on e h ou r  a sy s te m  o f  m ora l 
in stru c tio n  b ased  on  th e  p recep ts and  e th ic s  o f  S a n a ta n  D h arm a. T h e g ir ls '  
echool ju s t  op en ed  is  to  b e  co n d u cte d  on th e  sa m e p lan , e v e r y th in g  se c ta r ia n  
or  d ogm atic  b e in g  ca re fu lly  ex c lu d ed  from  th e  te a c h in g s .

S u p port in  th e  w a y  of a  sm all m o n th ly  incom e h a s  been  forth co m in g  
from  tw o  sym p a th isers , s t i l l  M r. D r iv ed i is en d ea v o u rin g  to  in crease th e  
fu n d  in  v iew  of a fu tu re  la rg e  in crease  in  th e  num ber o f  p u p ils , w h ich  w o u ld  
n e c e ss ita te  the form ation  o f branch  c la sses . D u r in g  a m o n th ’s sta y  in  S u ra t  
I  h ad  am ple op p o rtu n ity  of se e in g  and en q u ir in g  in to  th e  w ork  o f the  L ocal 
B ranch , and I  w ish  to  bear te stim o n y  to  th e  a c t iv ity  and  zea l o f  th e  P resid en t  
an d  M em bers.

T h ey  have p u b lish ed  se v era l w orks in  th e  v ern acu lar  c o n ta in in g  T h eo so ­
p h ica l tea ch in g s , w h ich  h a v e  b een  g r e a tly  a p p recia ted  by th o se  en q u irers  
a n d  sym p ath isers w h o are u n a b le  to read  E n g lish .

T he B ranch m eets ev ery  ev en in g , and  th ere  are som e tw e lv e  or th ir te e n  
re g u la r  a tten d a n ts .

A  sp ec ia l E n g lish  sp ea k in g  sectio n  h as ju s t  been s ta r te d ; it  m eets on  
S u n d a y  a fternoon s, an d  is ch iefly  in te n d ed  for  th e  in stru c tio n  of severa l 
en q u irers and sy m p a th isers . I  th in k  m any d orm ant and w ea lth ier  branches  
m ig h t ta k e  exam p le  from  th e se  th e ir  poorer b reth ren  in  S u rat, and  try  to  
m ak e th e ir  m em b ersh ip  in  th e  T . S . so m e th in g  m ore th a n  a n am e.

T H E  N A G P U R  B R A N C H .
T h e C en tra l P rovinces a n d  B e h a r G azette  d evotes over 2J co lu m n s to a  

rep o rt o f th e  fifth  an n u al m e e t in g  of th e  N a g p u r  B ranch  of th e  T h eo so p h i­
c a l S o c ie ty . T h e rep ort is  v ery  en co u ra g in g , and  th e  b ran ch  e v id e n tly  
m ean s w ork. T he fea tu re  o f th e  m eetin g  w as th e  ad d ress o f D r. J eh a n g ir  
X . D a ji, G eneral S ecreta ry  of th e  B om bay S ectio n . T h e learn ed  and  am i­
a b le D octor  sp ok e in  h is  u su a l fe lic ito u s w ay , and  la id  grea t s tress  on  th e  
rea liza tion  of th e  S o c ie ty ’s “ F ir s t  O b ject”— u n iversa l brotherhood. M r. 
J . H erb ert W rig h t, “ a  m em b er o f  th e  B la v a tsk y  L o d g e ,” stirred  up  th e  
m e e tin g  b y  te llin g  th e  b reth ren  th a t  T h eosop h y  is m ore a c t iv e  in  “ L o n ­
d o n ” th an  in  “ In d ia .” B u t  In d ia  is  In d ia , and  19, A v en u e  R oad , is  nofc 
“ L on d on ,” n o tw ith sta n d in g  th e  n ew  M eetin g  H a ll. M r. W r ig h t’s v iew s , 
h o w ever, are w e ll w orth y  o f a tten tio n , and h e backed  th em  up by a  
h an d som e donation  o f b ooks to  th e  B ranch  library, to  th e  v a lu e  o f R s. 157. 
M r. C. Y . N a y u d u , too, la te  V ic e -P r e s id e n t  o f th e  C am bridge (E n g la n d )  
B ran ch  sp ok e in  m uch  th e  sam e stra in . P erh ap s th e  m o st in te r e stin g  sp eech  
o f  th e  ev en in g  w as b y  a M ahom edan, as it  illu str a te d  w h at B roth er  D a ji h ad  
sa id  in  h is  ad d ress, th a t  a ll r e lig io n s  are a t  on e in  th e ir  b ases. T h e  rep ort  
sa y s  :

Moulvie Abdul Nubbee, an aged pensioned Mahomedan gentleman and a 
staunch advocate of the doctrine of “ Sufis” who had specially come down from 
Kamptee to attend the Anniversary, on being introduced by the Chairman addressed 
the audience in Hindustani and said that every man mast work out his own salvation, 
t. e.y Mukti which could only be attained by a thorough realization of the higher 
states of consciousness connected with the three Shariras (bodies) known as the 

Sthula/’ “ Bukshma” and “ Karana.”

P R O P A G A N D A .
M r. J . P . B h ask ura  R ajoo, S ecreta ry  o f th e  C ow l B azaar P rogress ive  

U n io n , o f B e llary , w r ite s  to  sa y  th a t  B roth er  R . J a gan n ath ia , th e  founder o f  
th e  B e lla ry  S an m arga  Sam aj, h as b een  lec tu r in g  on T heosophy, for tw o  
c o n se c u tiv e  S u n d a y s, to  v e r y  in te rested  and ap p recia tive  au d ien ces, a t th e  
"Union H a ll in  B e llary . B roth er  J a g a n n a th ia ’s exp osition  of T heosophv w as, 
h e  sa y s , rem arkab ly  clear  an d  ex h a u stiv e . W e can  on ly  echo Mr. B h ask ura’s 
w i s h : th a t o ther  F e llo w s o f th e  T. S . w ou ld , in  th e ir  resp ectiv e  d istr ic ts , 
fo llo w  B roth er  J a g a n n a th ia ’s e x ce llen t exam ple. I s  ifc fche w ill or th e  a b ility  
thafc is  w a n tin g  P

A  G O O D  R E S O L U T IO N .
T h e  Theosophist h as p lea su re  in  g iv in g  p u b lic ity  to  th o  fo llo w in g  reso­

lu tio n  o f th e  T oda B etta  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty
O o ta c a m u n d , A u gu st 24 th , 1890.

P r e s e n t  G eneral H . R . M organ, M rs. B atch elor , P a n d it  J a y a ra ja R o w , 
M. R . R y. S . R am asw am i A iyar, b . a ., P an d it T . Y enkataram a A iy a n g a r , e tc .



R ead tw o le tte r s  and  other p ap ers rece iv ed  from  M rs. K n ow les an d  
M rs. E lm ore Jam es o f th e  L ondon  A n ti-V iv ise c tio n  S o c ie ty .

R eso lved , th a t  th e  la st  m en tion ed  la d y  b e  in form ed  th a t th is  bran ch  lia s  
g rea t p leasure in  d issem in a tin g  th e  p am p h lets  p r in te d  by th e  above la d ies, 
an d  a t th e  sam e tim e  th e  m em bers o f  th is  bran ch  w ill  do th e ir  u tm o st to  d is ­
co u ra g e  an y  a ttem p t o f  v iv isec tio n  w h ich  m ay b e in tro d u ced  in to  In d ia  b o th  
b y  w ritin g  an d  by op p osition  in  ev ery  p o ss ib le  m anner.

, P a n d it  T .  Y e n k a t a r a m a  A iy a n g a r ,

i S ecy., Toda B e tta  T . S»

W H O  W IL L  H E L P  ?

M r. E . D . E w en , A s sista n t G eneral S ecre ta ry  of th e  A m erican  S ec tio n , 
w rites trom  T h e W e st In d ies :—

** I wish to draw yonr attention to a matter which the Hinda Fellows of the T. S. 
should no longer ignore. I t  is that there is a large and yearly increasing number 
of Indians, chiefly Hindus, in the West India Colonies of Trinidad and Demerara. 
Theso poor exiles have scarcely a man among them of good caste, nor of education. 
The orphan children of these people are put into Government orphanages, to be 
among other things “ Christianized.” The majority of the coolies are hard-work­
ing and money-making, and there are some schools to which they can send and do 
send their children. But the amount of drunkenness and general dirt and degra­
dation among them is lamentable. Do Hindus not think enough of their religion, 
morality, and country, that they are not ashamed to remain passive* while their 
countrymen out here are being bodily, and, in may cases, psychically ruined for want 
of a few men of their own race and religion, to keep alive their national learning, 
and to be to them a standing example of honesty, sobriety, and cleanliness. What is 
there to prevent the Hindus sending a few of their educated young men, who must 
be content to be real yogis, and to live tho life of the poorest, yet be willing and able 
to teach always aud preach sometimes. Perhaps the time has come in the renais­
sance of Hinduism for a few to gain the Karmic-crown of the moral martyr in 
voluntary exile across the K&lapani.”

T h is is  a ll v e r y  b e a u tifu l;  b u t w e  w on d er w h eth er  B roth er E w e n  ev er  
h eard  o f caste  P S u r e ly  he m u st k n ow  th a t in  sp e a k in g  o f th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  
a  h ig h  ca ste  m an c ro ss in g  th e  ocean  in  order to  w in  a  “ K arm ic-cro w n ” b y  
m ix in g  w ith  lo w  c a s te  m en  as tea ch ers and  p reach ers, h e  is  ta lk in g  “ p u re  
W e st. T h a t k in d  o f th in g  is  a p p ly in g  C h r ist ia n  id e a s  an d  m o tiv es  to  
H in d u  h ab its and  cu sto m s.

A  “  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  S T A F F .”

T h e  in d efa tig a b le  G eneral S ecre ta ry  o f th e  A m er ica n  S ection , M r. W m . 
Q. J u d g e , has o rg a n ized  a “ C orresp on d en ce S ta ff ,” to  a n sw er en q u ir ies  
a b o u t T h eosop h y , a s th is  w ork  h as b ecom e too  h ea v y  in  A m erica  for th e  
r eg u la r  S ec tio n a l S ta ff. “ T h e H ead -Q u arters o f  th e  S ta ff  sh a ll be th e  a d d ress  
o f  th e  G eneral S e c r e ta r y ,” sa y s th e  p r in te d  c ircu la r , w h ich  th en  p roceed s to  
g iv e  th a t  ad d ress as “ P o st  Office B ox, 2659, N e w  Y o r k .” I t  is  to  be hoped  th a t  
P . O. B . 2659 is  a  room y one. N o th in g  is  sa id  a b o u t th e  se x  o f th e  co rre s­
p o n d en ts  ; b u t as i t  is  w e ll k n ow n  th a t  each  se x  is , in  sp ir itu a l m a tters , m ore  
p o w erfu lly  in flu en ced  b y  th e  o ther, th e  n ew  sc h e m e o p en s u p  m a g n ificen t  
v is ta s . T h e  o b je c t  o f  th e  co rre sp on d en ce is* o f  cou rse , sp ir itu a l a d v a n ce­
m e n t;  b u t  “ to u jo u r s  p erd r ix ”' is  p ro v erb ia lly  u n p le a sa n t, an d  M r. J u d g e  
h a s done w e ll b y  afford in g  to  th o se  w h o  w a n t a  ch a n g e  an  o p e n in g  for  
corresp on d en ce on  liv e lier  to p ic s th a n  “ R e in ca rn a tio n  an d  K arm a.” F o r  
d o es n o t R u le  4  o f  th e  C ircu lar say  : “ T h a t th e  m em b ers o f th e  sta ff w il l  
corresp on d  w ith  su c h  en q u irers bn th e o so p h ica l to p ic s , and  no others, e x c e p t  
in  cases o f p riva te  corresp on d en ce P” I t  w il l  be in te r e st in g , b y  an d  b y , to  
k n o w  th e  a v era g e  le n g th  o f tim e  i t  ta k e s  for  a  T h eo so p h ica l co rre sp o n d en ce  
b etw een  a  m em b er o f  th e  sta ff an d  an  en q u irer  to  d ev e lo p  in to  a  “ p r iv a te  
corresp on d en ce.” 1 A n d 1 w h y  should, i t  n o t?  N o  on e can  h a v e  to o  m a n y  
friends. T h e  m ove is  ai good  one, apart: from- ifcs a sp ec t o f  Mfcwork>” for' i t  i$  
lik e ly  to p op u lar ize  T heosophy*

Y O G A  S H A S T R A *
M r. K . C hakravarti, th e  en erg e tic  S ecretary  o f  th e  C a lcu tta  P sy ch o -R eli­

g io u s  S o c ie ty , has c ircu la ted  a cu riou s and in te restin g  d ocu m ent, accom panied  
b y  a le tter  of exp lan ation , co n ta in in g  a req u est th a t th o se  com p eten t to  do so  
sh o u ld  send  him  th e ir  op in ion  thereon . T h e docum ent in  q u estio n  con ta ins  
a  se r ie s  o f n o te s taken  from  O h a ren d a  S a n g liita  I la ta  Y oga  P ro d ip ik a  and  
S h iv a  S a n g ita , r eg a rd in g  B rea th , F ood , C lean liness, and  P h y s ic a l E xerc ise . 
S o m e o f th e  in stru ctio n s , b y  fo llo w in g  w h ich  th e  a u th orities q u o ted  b e liev ed  
th a t  “ lo n g  life  an d  im m u n ity  from  d isease  m ay be secu red ,” are s im p ly  
f ilth y , accord in g  to  m odern  id e a s ; o th ers are m ild ly  d isg u s tin g . A m o n g  th e  
la tte r  m ay b e q u o te d :—

“ Take a piece of fine clean cloth about four fingers in width and two or threo 
yards in length, and learn to swallow it gradually and bring it out. This practice will 
relieve chest complaints.

“ After the food has been digested, drink as much water as possible, and then 
looking upwards for a while bring it out. This practice will cleanse the stomach 
of impurities, and sharpen the appetite.”

A m o n g  “ E x e rc ise s  o f  th e  b o d y ” is  th e  fo llo w in g  M udra, w h ich  M r. 
C hak ravarti a ssu res th e  read er “ is  no im ag in ation

“ Khachari Mudra—Apply butter to the tongue and try  gradually to lengthen it 
by drawing it gently each day, and if necessary to cut the tissue which attaches it 
to the lower jaw to the extent of a thread in thickness every day and putting butter 
and catechu on the wound. Wheu the tongue is sufficiently long, turn the tip back­
wards into the cavity of the mouth upwards and meditate. Consciousness will 
remain. The senses will all be exalted. The internal eye will see new sighte, the 
car will hear gentle music, the tongue will have delicious tastes. There will be no 
waste. There will be no demand for food or thirst. There will be no sickness or 
infirmities. The fire will.not burn the body, nor the air dry it, nor the serpents 
do any harm.”

M r. C hak ravarti w ill h a v e  done an  e x c e lle n t  serv ice  to  tru th  if  h e  su c ­
ceed s  in  c o lle c tin g  th e  op in ion s o f  qualified  p h y s io lo g is ts  u p on  th e se  Y o g a  
p ra ctices, an d  th e n  p u b lish es th em .

A P P R E C I A T E D !
U n d er  th e  t it le , “ B u d d h ism  a t  the S o rb o n n e” th e  P aris d a ily  paper, 

L a  P a ix , la te ly  g a v e  i t s  read ers a v ery  in te r e s t in g  in te rv iew  w ith  th e  
ce leb rated  O rien tia l sch o la r  an d  w arm  ad vocate  of B u d d h ism , M . L eon  d e  
R o sn y  o f P aris, in  th e  cou rse  o f w h ich  th a t  g en tlem a n  sa y s  :—

,c With regard to the visit paid me by Colonel Olcott, President of tho Theoso­
phical Society, I have already said that I was astonished at the knowledge and 
acumen of that learned gentleman; and all the more so, because ho had been 
described to me as imbued with mysticism and theories quite outside of science. 
Colonel Olcott on his side expressed to me the greatest interest in our work, but he 
did not propose to me in any way to follow him to India in order to make a Buddhist 
propaganda.”

T h e la s t  sen ten ce  a llu d es to  th e  rum our sta rted  b y  th e  F ren ch  P ress th a t  
C olon el O lco tt h ad  in v ite d  M . d e  R o sn y  to  In d ia .

B U D D H IS M  I N  F R A N C E . 
f A cco r d in g  to  tho  P rogres d e L y o n ,“ M . d e  R osny  is  astounded  by th o  
en orm ou s effect ( l’e ffe t p rod ig ieu x ) produced  b y  his lectu res on  B u d d h ism  
a t  th e  Sorbonne. H e  is  e sp e c ia lly  s tru ck  b y  th e  extraord inary num ber o f  
w om en  w h o flock to  S orbonne on th e  days w h en  ho speaks o f B u d d h a .” A  
w riter  in  th e  P ar is  S iecle  q u otes M. de R osn y  to  tho effect th a t th e  p resen t  
g en era l m ovem ent tow ard s m y stic ism  and o ccu lt sc ien ces is  d u e to  “ th e  
in q u ie tu d e  in  m en ’s m inds, and to  th e ir  desire  to  find a b e lie f  in  w h ich  th e y  
m a y  rest th ro u g h  fa ith , a fter  a  p eriod  of doubt and  u n cer ta in ty .” T o ssin g  
on  th e  ocean  of doubt in  th e ir  l i t t le  canoes m akes m any p eo p le  sp ir itu a lly  
Beasick and th e y  are g la d  to  g e t  in to  an y  harbour.
i fe O f Buddhism ,* w hieh ho h im se lf  p ro fesses, M. de R o sn y  is  rep orted  a s  
B aying “ In  itse lf  B u d d h ism  is[an[adm irable doctrine, s ta r tlin g  ih  its  profuu -



d ity . Whafc m akes ifc w o n d er fu lly  sy m p a th e tic  in  ou r day is  th a t n o t h i n g  in  ifc 
goes con trary  to  fche fcrufchs o f sc ien ce , th e  p r in c ip le s  o f w h ich  it  co n ta in s  
in  itse lf . D o  yo u  k n ow  th a t  th e  en tire  d octr in e  o f  evo lu tio n  is  to  be fou n d  
there in  P I s  n o t th is  p resc ien ce  a w on d erfu l th in g , d a tin g 'b a ck  as it  does to  
fiv e  cen tu r ies before ou r era. O ne m ay even  sa y  th a t  C h ristia n ity  sp ru n g  
from  B u d d h ism , aud  one sch oo l con ten d s th a t  J e s u s  h a d  a  k n o w led g e  o f  
E a stern  rev e la tio n s.’*

- A S  O T H E R S  P A I N T  U S  !
T here seem s to  be v ery  lit t le  u se  in  r e p e a tin g  th a t  T h eosop h y  is  nofc a 

n ew  sect, nor M adam e B la v a tsk y  its  H ig h  P r ie ste ss . S till there  appears to be  
n o th in g  to do w h en  one m eets w ith  su ch  stu ff as th e  fo llo w in g  in  V a n ity  F a ir , 
b u t to  rep eat on ce  m ore th a t T h eosop h ists are a b od y  o f  searchers a fter  tr u th  
“ w herever i t  m a y  b e  fo u n d .” T h e ex tra ct c o n sis ts  o f th e  first an d  la s t  
p aragrap h s of a  report o f th e  op en in g  o f the  B la v a tsk y  H a ll in  L on d on  : o f  
cou rse  th is  is  h ard ly  a correct d escrip tion  o f  w h a t occu rred  on th a t m em orable  
occasion , b u t it  does to  stu ff  th a t v e r y  g reen  goo se  th e  B r it ish  P h ilis t in e .

Madame Blavatsky P Who is Madame Blavatsky ? She is the fonntain-head 
of the new religion, the loadstar of those who seek for Truth, the High Priestess— 
nay, the female Pope of Theosophy ! Go to 19, Avenue Road, St. John’s Wood— 
cab fare two shillings. There she sits on a throne, a cigarette in her mouth, a rose 
in her hand. And her disciples lounge and kneel around her with a worshipping 
gaze, a rnptured smile, competing for the honour of giving her a light, or an ash­
tray, or of fanning her with an Indian punkah.

What does She say? Not much. “ Hot night”—“ been rather successful”— 
“ another cigarette”—“ bon soir, a bientdt!” These are the abrupt sentences utter­
ed by the Oracle in an asthmatic sort of way. Each word is received with enthu­
siastic murmur : “ Ah ! it is but She who can talk thus !

Poor humanity ! what have we come to ?
At 8-30 of an evening last week a tremendous crowd gathered afc the door of 

19, Avenue Road, for tho opening of the Blavatsky Lodge. This is the High 
Priestess’s future domain, where a spacious room on the ground floor is consecrated 
to the Theosophical meetings. I t  resembles a church with its Gothic woodon ceiling 
and little loggias at one side; cabalistic signs and mystic animals adorn the panels. 
Do you notice the three weird paintings [opposite? Do they represent the human 
form of the future, or is it.our astral shell ? Anyhow, they are curiosities; but is nofc 
the room full of curiosities too—human curiosities ?

# # * # * * .
Then, the common herd having fought their way out, the selects ones trooped 

to the end of the room, where Madame Blavatsky, familiarly called “ H, P. B.,” 
was reclining in state to receive the homage of her devotees. Cronchiugon Oriental 
cushions, She reminds one of those shapeless Indian idols who crowd the temples 
of the East in all their gilt and dust-covered glory.

For about an hour the fanatics address Her in subdued and awestruck tones, 
some stooping on their knees, others kissing her hand, even the hem of her 
garment, all lost in ecstatic admiration !

A  m u ch  m ore ap p rec ia tiv e  artic le  on  H . P . B . in  th e  N e w  Y o rk  W o rld  
o f  S ep t. 21 rea ch ed  th e  T heosophist b y  th e  sa m e M a il'a s  th e  V a n ity  F a ir  (or  
V a n ity  U n fa ir)  screed . I t  sa y s  am on g  o th e r  th in g s  :—

** Personally she is most fascinating • a brilliant conversationalist; a linguist of 
fche highest attainment, sparkling at repartee and familiar with the social and poli­
tical news of the whole civilized world. I t  is not possible to listen to her without 
surrendering to her superior mental charm. To the devotee she is an infallible 
oracle. Her commands are law and her influence is irresistible.’*

S t il l  th e  w r iter  in  th is  ca se  a lso  fa lls  in to  th e  v u lg a r  error o f  d u b b in g  
M ad am e B la v a tsk y  “ th e  H ig h  P r ie s te s s  o f e so te r ic  B u d d h ism ,” a d d in g  th a t  

as P r ie s te sse s  go,^ th is  one is  v e r y  ea sy  to  a p p ro a ch .” T h ere  are n o  p r ie s t ­
e s s e s , h ig h  or low , in  th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty .

I ■ _____  ’ ;

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

D E C E M B E R  1 8 9 0 .

T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y ,
E x e cu t ive  O e d e e s .

I .
In  th e  B om b ay C o n feren ce  o f  T h eo so p h is ts , h eld  in  D ecem b er la st, th e  

fo llo w in g  su g g e s t io n  w as m ade for  th e  con sid era tio n  o f th e  P resid en t and  
G eneral C ou n cil

“ 4. That the division of tho Society in India into four difforent Sections, does 
not appear to be convenient, and for the present there should be only ono Section 
for tlio whole of India managed by a General Secretary (with an Executive Council;, 
who will carry on his duties separately from the general work and management of 
the Theosophical Society.” #

I n  com p lian ce  w ith  th e  ab ove su g g e s t io n , th e  P resid en t-F o u n d c r  h ereb y  
d ec la res thafc, from  and a fter  th e  1 st  Jan u a ry  1891, th e  p resen t four In d ia n  
S e c t io n s  sh a ll b e  m erged  in to  one, to  be ca lled  tho “ In d ia n  S ectio n  ot th e  
T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty ,” w ith  it s  H ead -qu arters at A dyar.

Bertram K e ig h tle y , E sq ., M . A . (C antab), F . T. S ., is  h ereb y  ap p o in ted  
G en eral S ecreta ry  of th e  In d ia n  S ection , su b jec t  to th e  ap p rova l of M dm c. 
H . P . B la v a tsk y , to  w h o se  sta ff h e  is  now  attach ed . ̂  T h e p resen t G eneral 
Secretaries of In d ia n  S ec tio n s w il l  b e  k n ow n  as P ro v in c ia l S ecretaries , an d  
w ith  th e  G eneral S ecreta ry , w il l  c o n s t itu te  th e  E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee o f th e
n ew  In d ia n  S ection .

T h e  E x e c u tiv e  C o m m ittee  w ill su b m it for th e  approval of th e  Oreneral c o u n ­
c il  a t i t s  m e e tin g  on th e  26th  D ecem b er proxim o, a draft of R u le s  or B ye-law s  
for  th e  g u id a n c e  of th e  G eneral S ecre ta ry  in  th e  p erform ance of h is d u ties .

T h e R eco rd in g  S e cre ta ry  of th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  w ill  n o tify  th o  
ab ove order to  th e  p arties  con cern ed .

H . S . O lcott , P . 1 .  S .
A d y a r , 17 th  N ovem ber  1890.

H . .
P e n d in g  th e  ex ecu tio n  of th e  above order, Mr. B ertram  K e ig h tle y  is  

h ereb y  appointed  In sp ector-G en era l o f In d ia n  B ranches. A s  occasion  o ilers, 
M r. K e ig h tle y  w ill v is i t  our B ranches, rep ort upon th e ir  con d ition , and  
rev iv e  th e ir  a c t iv ity  so far as p racticab le . T he G en eral S ecretaries o f  
S e c t io n s  are req u ested  to  co rd ia lly  co-operate w ith  h im  for th e  accomplish­
m en t of th e  im portan t o b ject in  v iew , an d  I  p erson a lly  recom m end h im  
to  our m em b ers and  th e  g en era l In d ia n  p u b lic  as a sin cere  fr ien d  of In d ia , 
a  w e ll-w ish er  o f th e  H in d u s , an d  a tru e-h ea r ted  gen tlem an  an d  T h eosoph ist.

H . S . O lcott, P . T. S .
Ad y a k , 17 th N ovem ber  1890.

T H E  C O N V E N T IO N  A N D  X V th  A N N IV E R S A R Y .
A ll  p rep aration s for th c  C on ven tion  of 1890 are far advan ced  and every ­

th in g  w ill be read y  in  am p le  tim e. B ranches w hose officers or m em bers m ean  
'to  a tten d  th c  m eetin g , b u t h av e  n o t y e t  notified  to  the R ecord in g  S ecreta ry , 
M r. S . E . G opala Charlu, sh ou ld  do so a t once, as contracts have to be m ade  
for  food  and  accom m odations provided . A s  usual, D elegates are exp ected  to  
b r in g  th e ir  ow n bedd ing, etc . T he a tten d an ce prom ises to  be fu ll and th o  
p roceed in g s in te restin g . (Mr. Tookaram  T a ty a  w rites th a t h e  w ill a tten d , 
w ith  a num ber of th e  B om b ay B rothers.) L ectu res w ill be d e livered  b y  M r. 
F a w c e tt  upon  the  p h ilosop h y of H erb ert Spencer, by Mr. K e ig h tle y  upon th e  
R ece p tio n  of H indu  T h o u g h t in  fche W est, and other speakers w ill d isco u rse  
n p o n  in stru c tiv e  su b jects. T h e  proposed  am endm ents to th e  R u les w ill be  
v o te d  upon by th e  G eneral C ouncil, th e  B y-law s for the n ew  In d ia n  S e c tio n  
con sid ered , and other h ig h ly  im portan t b u sin ess passed  upon. A m o n g  o th er



th in g s , is  th e  choice of a new  P resid en t. A t  th e  X th  A n n iv ersa ry , it  w ill be  
rem em bered, I  asked  p erm ission  to  retire, tha t I  m ig h t  en jo y  needed  rest  
after  m y lo n g  and arduous Bervice in  th e  T ropics. T h e p r iv ile g e  w as u n a n i­
m o u sly  refused , w ith  su ch  to u c h in g  expression  of personal a ffection  th a t I 
co n tin u ed  in  office. I  h ave now  g iv e n  five m ore y ears o f serv ice , and  fool that)
I  m u st now  in s is t  upon 'my r ig h t  to  w ithdraw  in to  p r iv a cy , and d evote  m y ­
s e lf  to  certa in  litera ry  w ork  lo n g  contem plated . O ther w e ig h ty  reason s  
com p el m e to th e  step , w h ich  I  shall se t forth  a t le n g th  in  m y  F a rew ell A d ­
dress. T o prevent m iscon cep tio n , I  m ay say  th at m y  d ecision  is  n o t provoked  
b y  an y  personal gr ievan ce, or by a n y th in g  save an earn est w ish  to  prom ote  
th e  besD in te rests  o f th e  S o c ie ty  th a t I  love w ith  u n q u en ch ab le  d evotion . 

. . .  H . S . O.

F IN A N C I A L .
T h e  A ss is ta n t  T reasu rer b e g s  to  ack n ow led ge w ith  th a n k s th e  rece ip t o f  

t l ie  fo llo w in g  am ounts d u r in g  th e  m onth  of N ov em b er  :—
L i b r a r y  F u n d .

B ab u  N oren d ro  N a tli  S en  (C a lcu tta ), the  
donations o f M r, J. F . M ad an ... . .. R s. 25

M r, F ram jee  M u n ch erji ... . .. „ 25
„ S . T . P ad sh ah  . . .  . . .  . . .  „ 15

A m b asam u dram  T. S.
M r. P . D . K h a n  (C eylon)
Mr. 0 .  R . S r in iv a sa  Iy e n g a r  (K u m bakon am )
“ S y d n e y ” (H a r tfo rd , Connecticut)  ... £  2 ...

“  W .  Q . J u d g e ” F u n d .
M r. W . Q. Ju d ge (N ew  Y ork ), for a tra v e l­

l in g  E x p en se  F u n d , ab ou t w h ich  h e  has 
p r iv a te ly  in form ed  th e  P resid en t F oun d er, £  82 

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .
M r. B. S oobraya M oodeliar (C hennapatam )
M e ssrs . P arth a sa ra d h i P a n tu lu , S am in ath a  Iy e r , an d  

J a g a n n a th ia h  (B e lla ry )
G ooty  B ranch  T . S . (A n n iv e rsa ry  expenses)
C apt. R a goon ath  (H yd erab ad ) ... . ..
B ab u  D in a n a th  B h a ttah ch arya  (M ursb idabad ,) . . . 
A m b asam u dram  T . S . ...

H e a d - Q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
M r. Joochooram  (B o m b a y) . . .  . . .
M r. A n an th a ro y  N a th  je e  (K a tty a w a r )  . . .  . . .
T h e  S ecretary , C h in g lep u t B ranch  
A m b asam u dram  B ra n ch  ( T ra ve llin g  expenses o f  the 

JPresident-Founder.) . . .  ... , , ,
W o m en ’s E d u cation a l S o c ie ty  o f  C eylon , (do. d o .) ... 
A n  F . T . S . (N ew  York), a  d ra ft for £  100 cash ed  fo r  
M r. W . H a rn q u ist (Siveden) £  1-16-2  
M iss T . C. S im p son  (Portobello , N . B .)  5s.
M r. S . L . J . {U . S. A .) 2s. 6d.
S ig n o r  F . M on to lin  (M a d r id ) , 2 5 fran cs ...
F rooyiM r. W . Q. Judge, O enl. S ecy ., A m e r ic a :—  
D ip lo m a  fe e s  for 60 m em b ers  
C h arter fee s  1 st  T. S . o f J a m es T ow n  

Y o rk
D o n a tio n s , M r. A lb er t T a r g e e  ...

„ „ A . W i G o o d r ic h ...
„  „ R . L . S ca n n e ll . . .

, „  „ A lex . F u lle r to n  ...

R s . 65 0 0
„ 40 0 0
» 5 0 0
„ 9 0 0
„ 27 0 0

1,035 11 8

„ 1 0 0

„ 3 0 0
„ i o 0 0
„ 10 0 0
„ 10 0 0
„ 10 0 0

, 5 0 0
, H 0 0
, 2 8 0

, 35 0 0
, 55 0 0
1,261 15 6

, 21 14 11
, 3 5 0
, 1 10 0
, 13 1 5

w
t  30*00

„ 5*00
„ 2-00
„ i-o o

i.. „ 2*50
„ 150*00

T o ta l $  190*50
or a d ra ft on L on d on  for  £  39-1-7 R s . 528 7 0  

M r. K ed arn ath  ( B ulas a n d  S h a lu r) ... . . .  „  1 0 0
S. E . GorALACHARLTT,

O U R  T O U R  I N  S O U T H E R N  IN D IA -
H a v in g  jo ined  our P resid en t-F ou n d er a t M anyachi Ju n ctio n , w e w en t 

th e n c e  to T in n evelli, w h ere w e w ero m et by severa l o f our fe llo w s o f th e  
A m b asam u dram  B ranch, w ho had com o in som o tw enty m ile s to b id  u s w e l­
com e. I t  w as se ttled , a fter  con su lta tion , th a t w e should p roceed  ab once to  
A m b asam u dr ara, deferrin g  a lectu re  afc T in n ev e lli t ill our retu rn . S o  w o  
sta rted  tlie  sam e ev en in g  and reached  ou r d estin a tio n  early  th e  n ex t m orn ­
in g , O ctober 30, m eetin g  w ith  a m ost cord ial w elcom e on all h an d s.

A t  A m basam udram  four p ub lic  lec tu res  in  a ll were d e liv ered  to largo  
and  e n th u s ia stic  au d ien ces. I t  w as m ost g ra tify in g , both to  th e  C olonel and  
m yself, to  n o te  th e  ev id en ces of earn estn ess, d evotion  and tru e  p a tr io tic  fee l-  
ji» whi c h  th e  sta te  of th e  B ranch  here in d ica ted . I t s  a c t iv ity  and  th e  
am oun t of a ctu a l w ork it  h as a ccom p lish ed  con trast m ost v iv id ly  w ith  th e  
ap ath y  and  d ead n ess of o thers, such  as T in n ev e lli, and show  how  m uch  m a y  
be done b y  tw o  earn est and en erg etic  m en , w ho have the w elfare of In d ia  rea l­
ly  a t heart. W ou ld  th a t In d ia  h ad  m any su ch  m en  as M r. Y . C ooppoosw am i 
Iy e r  and  M r. Y en k atram a Iyer.

T w o d a y s of our sta y  w ere sp en t in  v is it in g  th e  h ills and  th e  sacred  fa lls  
of th e  T opraban i, one of th e  m ost d e lig h tfu l excu rsion s I  h ave ev er  m ade.

O n N o v em b er  4th  w e retu rn ed  to T in n ev e lli, w here lec tu res w ere d e li­
v ered  b y  th e  C olonel and m y se lf  in  th e  H in d u  C ollege, w h ich  w a s pack ed  to  
i t s  u tm o st l im it  by a m ost e n th u s ia stic  au d ien ce . T h e C olon el’s ad d ress  
con ta in ed  a m o st eloquent appeal to  h is hearers in  support o f th e  rev iv a l o f  
S an sk rit an d  Y ern acu lar  learn in g  as th e  foun d ation -ston e for  th e  fu tu re  re ­
b ir th  of In d ia . I t  produced an  effect, for b efore w e le ft T in n ev e lli a n e ig h ­
b o u r i n g  Z em in d ar h ad  a lo n g  con v ersa tio n  w ith  the C olonel, and  finally  
prom ised  to  p ay  th e  sa lary  of a  P u n d it  for  th e  A d var L ibrary. L e t u s hope  
th a t  he w ill  sh am e others, w h ose  m em ory seem s defective , and: k eep  h is word.

F rom  T in n ev e lli w e w en t to M adura on N ovem b er 6th , and  m et w ith  a 
cord ial reception  from  th e  m em bers of th e  B ranch — dorm ant and  in ert as ib 
•is. On N o v em b er  7th, lectu res w ere delivered  in  th e  H in d u  C ollege, u rg in g  
th e  H in d u s to  support th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  in  the task  it  has undertaken  
o f r e v iv in g  th e  re lig io n  and sp ir itu a l litera tu re  of In d ia . Ab th e  con clu ­
sion  of th e  ad d resses the  C hairm an su g g e s te d  th e  form ation o f a  su b scrip ­
tio n  l is t  for  carry in g  ou t th is  object, and som e R s. 600 w ere prom ised  on th e  
sp ot, th o u g h  i t  is  hoped th a t w h en  tlie  local com m ittee, w hich has tak en  th e  
m atter  in  hand, m akes its  report a t th e  C onvention  in  D ecem ber, th e  am oun t 
w ill be m u ch  larger, m uch  m ore w orth y  of a  tow n  th at u sed  in  p a st d ays to  
b e one of th e  g rea test cen tres of learn in g  an d  relig ion  in  S o u th ern  In d ia .

L e a v in g  M adura an hou r after  th e  lec tu res  w ere over, w e p roceed ed  to  
K u m b ak on am , step p in g  over for a few  h ou rs a t  Taujore to  v is it  tb e  tem p le  
an d  S a n sk r it  L ibrary , and see  som e of th e  m eta l w ork i t  is  fam ou s for.

A t  K um bakonam  there is  a k n o t o f a c t iv e  w orkers, four or five  in  num ­
ber, w ho m ay w ell be p laced  a lon g sid e  th o se  of A m basam udram  as exam ples of 
tr u ly  T h eosop h ica l devotion  and earn estn ess. T h eir  tran slations o f  the  U pan­
ish a d s in  th e  Theosophist are k n ow n  to  a ll and  se t  an exam ple w h ich  should  
spur on  o th er  m em bers to  em u late  th e ir  con d n ct. A t  K um bakonam  tw o  
le c tu res  w ere  d e livered  on  N o v . 9th , d n e  a t 7-5 A. M. and th e  o ther in  th e  
ev en in g . B o th  w ere w e ll a tten d ed , and  both  seem ed to m ake som e im pres­
s io n  o n .th e ir  h earers. B u t a lso  p atr io tism , relig ion , and true fee lin g  for in te l­
lec tu a l a ch iev em en ts of th e  p a st are a t a  very low  ebb in  the hearts of H in d u s, 
and now h ere is  th is m ore m a n ifest than  in  p laces liko K um bakonam  and  
M adura, on ce  sea ts of learn in g , th o u g h t and in te llectual life , but now  su n k  
in  th e  m ire  of se lfish n ess and ind ifference ; ob liv ious a like of past and  future, 
th o u g h tfu l o n ly  for th e  th in g s  of th e  m om ent, fa lse  to the h igh  id ea ls o f their  
a n cestry , and  n eg lec tfu l of tb e  g lory bequeathed  to them  from  the hoary past ?



; B U D D H IS T  S C H O O L S  I N  C E Y L O N  C O N D U C T E D  B Y  T H E  
-.fuwviH T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .
'C 'Jrl'v ' ' •  : ■■ VERNACULAR.

22 Hatuwapiyadigama (Kataluwa),Boys,
23 Matara, Boys’

y 1; W estern  P rov in ce . 
v 1 Pokunwirita, Mixed

2 Hprana, Boys*
1 ' & Pilindala, Boys’
' f 4 llaigama, Girls’

5 Kehelwatta, Mixed 
-6 Wattnlpola, Boys’
7 Madapata, Boys’
8 Madapata, Girls’
9 Potnpitiya, Boys’

10 Pinidiyamulla, Boys’
11 Ovitigala, Boys’
12 Tebuwana, Boys’
13 Paragahatota, Mixed
14 Olaboduwa, Boys’
15 Egodallyana, Boys’
16 Wollewattn, Girls*
17 Pattiya Panadure, Girls’ (Grant-in-aid)
18 Pattiya Panadure, Boys’(
19 Wekada Pftnadure, Mixed

S outhern  P ro v in ce ,
20 Galle, Boys’

. 21 Kaligana, Boys’

do. )

2 4  Dikwella, do.
2 5  Gintota, do.
2 0  Ambalangoda, Boys’
2 7  Balapitiya, do. (Grant-in-aid)
2 8  Ambalangoda, Girls’

C en tra l P ro v in ce .
2 9  Kandy, Girls’
3 0  Garapola, Girls’
3 1  Gatnpola, Boys’ (Grant-in-aid)
3 2  Hatton, Boys’
33 Matale, Boys’

S a b a ra g a m u va  P ro v in ce .
34 Ratnapura, Boys’
3 5  llakwana, Boys’
3 6  Pelmadulla, Boys’
3 7  Ussapitiya-(Mawanella)
3 8  Kegalla, Boys’
3 9  Colombo, English High School, Boys’
4 0  Kandy, English Boys’ School
4 1  Colombo, English High School,Girls’.

Note.—The traducors of Sinhalese character ore requested to observe th a t every 
one of the above schools has been founded by the natives without a penny’s initial 
help from Government, and this, although there are plenty of good schools opened by 
the Christian Missionaries for their behoof. All this work has been done by tho 
Sinhalese Bnddhists under tho lead of the Theosophical Society since I opened 
their eyes in 1880 to the meaning of tho Missionary educational scheme on tho 
authority of their own printed Reports. The list is corrected up to the 19th October.

A  C R E M A T IO N  CO.
W h ilo  in  C olom bo C ol. Olcotfc w as a sk ed  b y  th e  H o n . P . R am an ath an  to  

jo in  in  th e  form ation  o f  a C rem ation  C om p any, an d  r e a d ily  co n se n ted . F or  
se v e r a l y ea rs p ast h e h as b een  u r g in g  th e  {Sinhalese p eo p le  to  re tu r n  to  
th e  an c ien t p ra ctice . U p o n  c o n su lt in g  th e  H ig h  P r ie s t  S u m a n g a la  an d  
W a sh k a d u w o  S u b h u ti, a n o th er  fa m o u s p r ie s t, h e  rec e iv e d  from  th e m  th e  
fo llo w in g  c e r t if ic a te s :

W id y o d a y a  C o l l e g e ,
18 th  October 1890.

T h ere is  no o b jectio n , e ith e r  r e lig io u s  or o th er , to  th e  ad op tio n  of th e  
p ra ctice  of crem ation  b y  B u d d h is ts  in  g e n e r a l. I t  is  a s im p le  q u estio n  o f  
e co n o m y . I f ,  b y  m o d e rn  sc ie n tif ic  ap p aratu s, a  b o d y  can  be b u rn t as  
c h e a p ly  as i t  can  bo b u ried  (th e  co st  of coffin and  g r a v e  in c lu d ed ), th en  I  sh a ll 
b e  g la d  to  se e  it  em p lo y ed  b y  a ll. I t  w o u ld  b e  s im p ly  a r e v iv a l  o f  a  cu sto m  
o n ce  u n iv e r sa l am ong  o u r  a n c e s to r s .

( S d )  H . S u m a n g a l a .
I  se e  n o  o b jection  w h a te v e r  to  th e  re tu rn  o f  B u d d h is t  S in h a le se  to  tlio  

p r a c tic e  o f crem a tio n . In  th e  t im e  o f ou r a n cesto rs  ifc w a s u n iv e r sa lly  
e m p lo y ed  b y  o a r  p eop le , and is  to  th is  d a y  b y  our k in sm en , th e  H in d u s . 
T h e  p ra c tice  is  a lso  b eco m in g  v e r y  p o p u la r  in  E u ro p ea n  an d  A m erica n  
c o u n tr ie s . I f  th e  co s t  can  b e  m ad e as lo w  as th a t  o f  b u r ia l, I  th in k  i t  w ill  
b ecom e v e r y  p o p u la r  in  C ey lo n . Ifc is  su p erior  to  b u ria l.

( S d )  W . S u b i i u t i .
17th October 1890. • . • 1

A M E R IC A N  S E C T IO N .
T h e F ir s t  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  o f J a m es’ T ow n, J a m es’ T ow n , N . Y ., has  

r ece iv e d  its  C harter and  has o rgan ized , w ith  M iss J u lia  S . Y a te s  a s P resid en t, 
an d  M rs. H e len  E . L . F en to n , 215 C rossm an  S t., as S ecreta ry . I t  is  th c  fo r ty -  
th ir d  B ranch  in  th e  A m erica n  S ec tio n , an d  s ta r ts  w ith  e lev en  m em bers.

L ig h t  T . S ., F o r t W ayn e, In d ia n a , has ceased  to  be a u P r iv a te ” an d  
h a s b ecom es an  “ O pen” B ra n ch . T h ere  is  now  no “ P r iv a te ” B ranch  in  
A m erica . T h e P resid en t is  J u d g e  R . W es. M acB ride, an d  th e  S ecretary  Mr. 
A n d rew  A . P urm an .

T h e P resid en t of th e  L o tu s T. S ., K ea rn ey , N eb ., is  M r. R ic e  H . E aton , 
an d  th e  S ecreta ry  is D r. H a rv ey  A . A lsp a ch . .

T h e P resid en t of th e  Y y a sa  T . S ., N e w  O rleans, L a., is  M r. C a r lF .  
Redwifcz, an d  th e  S ecreta ry  is  D r. G eorge P . P . D av id , 269 1/2 E ly s ia n  
F ie ld s . W il l ia m  Q . J u d g e ,

G eneral S e c re ta ry .

A N  A M E R IC A N  H E A D -Q U A R T E R S .
W e h ave rece iv ed  a c ircu lar is su e d  by M r. W illiam  Q. J u d g e , w h ich  is a  

“  p relim in ary  c a ll” for su b scrip tion s tow a rd s th e  estab lish m en t of a H ead ­
q u arters for th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  in  A m erica . T h e o b ject is to  com bine  
th e  four d ifferen t item s of w ork  u n d er one roof w h ich  are n ow  carried  on in  
d ifferen t p laces, a t an u n n ecessa ry  ex p en d itu re  o f tim e and m oney . T here  
w ill a lso  be a library, lec tu re  h a ll and  l iv in g  apartm ents ; fche e s tim a te d  cosfc 
is  $  50,000, o f w h ich  abou t $ 3 ,000 h ave a lread y  been su b scrib ed .

F R A N C E .
M r. GT. R . S . M ead, G eneral S ecretary , E uropean  S ection , T h eo so p h ic a l  

S o c ie ty , w r it in g  un d er date 19fch O ctober 1890, reports th a t “a C harter has been  
is su e d  to  a n ew  B ranch  at P aris u n d er fche P resid en cy  of M. A rth u r  A rn ou ld , 
th e  la te  P resid en t o f fche “ H erm es B ran ch ,” w h ich  has b cen ’d isso lved , ow in g  
to  d issen sio n s o f m em bers, w ho now  no lo n g er  b elon g  to  th e  S o c ie ty . T b e  
B ran ch  w ill  be k n ow n  as th e  “ L o tu s .” M . A rn ou ld  is  th e  “ D ir ec teu r” of  
L e  L o tu s B leu , and  it  is  hoped  th a t  th is  n ew  grou p in g  of our forccs w ill  pro­
d u ce  good  r e su lts . T ran sla tion s are b e in g  m ade, and  la rg e  n u m b ers o f  
p am p h lets  d istr ib u ted . M r. M ead a lso  ad d s th a t a F ren ch  tran sla tio n  of 
M r. S in n e tt ’s “ E so te r ic  B u d d h ism ” is  on th e  eve  of p u b lica tion .

T H E  S A N M A R G A  S A M A J  O F  B E L L A R Y .
In  th e  a n n u a l rep ort o f th e  above, ju s t  received , w e n o te  w ith  g rea t p lea ­

su r e  tb e  g ro w in g  v ita lity , in flu en ce an d  u se fu ln ess o f one of the m a n y  a g en ­
c ies brought; in to  ex is ten ce  b y  th e  r ev iv a l of H in d u  p a tr io tic  and  re lig io u s  
fe e lin g  in itia ted  b y  th e  T heosoph ical S o c ie ty .

A  free S a n sk r it school, sp ec ia l te a c h in g  of tho y o u n g  in  th e  b asic  tru th s  
o f  H in d u  m orals, p u b lic  lectu res and  ad d ress, c la sses for th e  deeper eso ter io  
s tu d y  of su ch  in im itab le  w ork s as th e  B h a g a v a tg ita , &c., form  a record  of 
w ork , w ell and  tru ly  done, o f w h ich  th e  lead ers of th e  Sam aj m ay b e proud.

S u ch  a g en cies as th is  are d o in g  far m ore for th e  rev iv a l of th e  H in d u  
n ation , far m ore tow ard s h e lp in g  In d ia  on ce m ore to  resu m e h er  an cestra l 
p lace  on  th e  s ta g e  o f th e  w orld’s h isto ry , th a n  a ll th e  ta lk  of e loq u en t speakers 
on p o litic a l p la tform s. The fo rm e r  is  the rea l w ork  th a t n eed s to  be done firsfc 
a n d  th o ro u g h ly , if  In d ia  is  to r ise  from  her a sh es;  th e  lafcter b u t obscures th e  
m in d  from  rea lis in g  th a t th e  th in g s  o f the heart and m ind, and sp irit, are tho  
o n ly  re a l , b eca u se  th e  o n ly  la stin g  foun d a tio n s upon w h ich  a n ation  can bo 
b u ilt  up .

A ll  th o se  co n n ected  w ith  th e  Sam aj w ho are active in  its  work deserve  
p ra ise  an d  con gratu la tio n , but i f  w e m ista k e  not, th ese  are esp ecia lly  due to  
th e  P resid en t, R ai B ah ad u r S ab h a p a ti M udaliar, F . T. S ., and  to  h is co l­
lea g u e , M r. R . Jag a n n a th ia h  Garu, F . T. S .

“ T H E  P R IN C IP L E S  O F  T H E  A D E P T S .”
M r. T . A . S w am in ath a  A iyar, S ecreta ry  of the San m arga  Sam aj of 

B ella ry , sen d s us th e  fo llo w in g  fly sh eet, cop ies of w h ich  can  be h ad  from  
h im  g ra tis .

T h e  P r in c ip l e s  o p  t h e  A d e p t s .
1. Perfect abstinonco from spirituous liquors.
2. Perfectly puro and chaste life.
3. Truth, justice and honesty in thought, word and deed.
4. Absence of pride* hate, malice, envy, anger, greed, and craving for worldly 

advantages.



5. Subordination of self to others ; oue’s own pleasure to be the good of hia 
fellows ; loviug kindness to all living beings.

6. A thorough realization of the empty and transitory character of all earthly 
things, and, concentration of all one’s desires on the Unseen and Imperishable and 
ou the attainment of that higher knowledge which leads to these.

Contentment is the source of calmness of mind* and it helps concentration*

A  N E W  H O P E  F O R  I N D I A .
W e learn  w ith  th e  u tm o st p lea su re  tb a t  th e  T h eosop h ica l im p u lse  in  

In d ia  is  b ecom in g  a c tiv e  in  a new  d irection , one w h ere i t s  in flu en ce waa  
g r e a tly  n eed ed .

T h e S an m a rg a  Sam aj o f B e llary  is  on  th e  p o in t of s ta r t in g  a n ew  jo u r ­
n a l in te n d e d  to  trea t of R e lig io u s , M oral, Socia l and T h eo so p h ica l su b je c ts .  
I t s  fu tu r e  ed ito r  w r it e s : “ I  w ish  to  ta k e  th is  o p p ortu n ity  to  p o p u la r ize  
T h eo so p h y  a m on g  th e  m asses . . . .  I  w ish  to  g iv e  in  th e  Y ern a cu la r  m uch  
of T h eosop h y , o r ig in a l as w ell as tran sla tion , from  th e  Theosophist a n d  o th ers  
o f o u r J o u r n a ls .”

W e w ish  our co llea g u e  and  fr ien d , th e  ed itor, and  ou r b rothers, h ia  
su p p orters, a ll su cc ess  an d  goo d  fortu n e  in  th e ir  n ew  effort to  a s s is t  in  th e  
r e g en er a tio n  of In d ia .

T H E O S O P H Y  I N  A  C O N Y E N T .
T h e  w orld  is  e v id e n tly  m o v in g . W h o  w o u ld  have e x p e c te d  th a t a le c tu r e  

h ig h ly  lau d a to ry  of T h eosop h y  w o u ld  b e  d eliv ered  by “ an  o u ts id e r ” (no t an
F . T. S .) “ a t a soc ia l g a th e r in g  a rra n g ed  b y  th e  S is te r  S u p er io r  of S t .  
M ary’s C on ven t,” P oona  P Y e t  su ch  a lec tu re  w as d e liv ered  b y  M r. P . N .  
P a ta n k a r , b. a., th e  o ther  day, and a th r e e  co lu m n  report th e reo f ap p eared  in  
th e  tSudhakak, a n a tiv e  paper of P oona . A m o n g  th e  good  th in g s  h e  sa id  are  
th e  f o l lo w in g :—

“ Those that believo in a personal God revere their God too highly and ecstatically 
to think of going beyond him ; and their speculation ends in perpetual contemplation 
of tho goal they have reached. But there are others with whom there is no such 
thing as a personal God, who look upon emancipation of a particular kind as the 
ultimate end to be sought after. With these the spirit of inquiry enters into 
eternity and ends with having known all tliat has to be known and tbeir existence in 
it  is absolute, full of joy and of knowledge. Now let mo ask you, my audience, 
whether you think there is any cause for quarrel between the two classes of men just 
described. There is none ; and, no cause, no effect. Read the views of the author of 
the Dabistan on the Sadhus or Saints of 12 different religions. They neither quarrel 
nor abuse, but look upon one other as children oftlie same mother, Nature ; and love, 
rather than hate, one another, as true Brothers. But their followers being half-wise 
commence the struggle and only bring about mutual destruction. I t  is on the 
common groundwork of all religions that Theosophy takes its stand and from thenco 
it lights the path for all those that try  through the mazes of ignorance anfl. 
euperstition to approach it and make it more known.”

* # * # # #
! * ct I t  is a science as truly, if not more so, as any one of your positive sciences. 
And its superiority to the positive sciences lies in this that with Theosophy there ia 
i\o such thing as unknowable and its definition of nature includes a greater arena 
than that to which the other sciences have limited the term.”

# # # * * #
f An inquiry into the existence beyond, before, and contemporaneously with thb 

present condition ouo:ht to be taken up and pursued on strictly reasonable grounds. 
This is the aim of Theosophy and as such it neither injures any class of men not 
hinders the progress of humanity. On the contrary it raises the ideal of religion, 
encourages its votaries to live up to its ideal, and by tempering prejudice and expand­
ing the province of love, makes humanity more affectionately tied together in a 
bond of close fraternity. If you are a Christian, it will show you what constitutes tho 
essence of your religion, if you are a Hindu, it will show you that you have utterly 
been in the dark about what your own religion is. But I leave it to yourself trt 
judge, concluding with the observations that Theosophy is no sect formed for only 
a part of humanity, it does not say * thus far and no further’ to the humble and 
honest inquirer, and it has no need of making proselytes ; the best men of nil reli­
gions are its members, as it concerns itself only with the foundations of all religions 
and proves them, and proves indubitably, to bo ono in their essonco and to bo 
different, where they aro so, only through the accident of external environments.** ;

TO O  M U C H  O F  A  G O O D  T H IN G .

T h e J a p a n  W eek ly  M a il  of A u g u st  16, con ta in s an  extraord in ary  sto ry . 
In  som e cou n tr ies , w hero m en  are  m en, tw o  b rid es are co n sid ered  b e tter  th a n  
one, b u t th e  fo llo w in g  is  h a rd ly  a caso in  p o in t.

S u p e r n a t u r a l  D e s i g n s  o f  B i g a m y .—Here is a story from the ShihPao:—“ The 
etrango phenomenon of a dual bride often occurs in certain parts of the Canton 
province. A family consisting of a mother, a father, and a son, living in the dis­
trict of Liang-shan of the Liag-cho in the province of Canton, liad a marriage cele­
bration in the first part oftlie 2nd moon. When tho sedan chair containing the 
precious load, the bride, arrived at the door, and at the time for tho performing o£ 
the usual nuptial ceremonies; lo ! there appeared two brides exactly the same in per­
son and dress, confusing the bridegroom as to tho rightful ono for him to take for 
wife. The dual personage followed exactly the other’s movements. The parents, 
after much mooted discussion, decided to send for tho bride’s mother to identify her 
oWn daughter, but upon her arrival, on questioning her daughter, she was also 
thrown into great mental confusion by their giving out exactly the same replies. 
She thought she was afflicted with mental aberration, ho she said that she must examine 
her daughter in nudo, for on her daughter’s right leg there was an old scar and a 
peculiar birth-mark upon her abdomen, by which signs only could sho distinguish 
the true daughter; but sho was greatly surprised by findingtheso mafrks on both ! The 
bridegroom, after impatiently waiting for two days after the auspicious day, 
made a bold stroke by having the marriage ceremonies performed with both, when 
the false one disappeared as strangely and suddenly as she appeared in tho chair. 
The family was put into great fear that somo calamity would happen to them, as ifc 
was believed this beautiful appearance must have been oue of the Devils personi­
fied, and Whenever such an occurrence happens in a family, some of its members 
either die or other evils befall them. The public may incline to discredit such 
a  mysterious phenomenon, but there must be some truth in it, or else it would nofc 
have been repeated so frequently in that district. If it had o c cu rred  to one person, 
there is every possibility of his mental derangement, but the whole company 
witnessed it.”

S P I R I T E D  A W A Y .
B roth er  K a li C h u rn  C h atterjee  se n d s u s  from  C alcutta  a  cu riou s  

s to ry  abou t an in fa n t, w h ich  he d eclares to  be ev ery  w ord tru e, b eca u se  ho  
h ad  it  from  th e  fa th er  o f th e  baby,— a reason  for  belief, w h ich  w ou ld  n o t, w e  
fear, sa t is fy  th e  d o u b ts o f th e  “ P sy c h ic a l R esea rch ers .”

T h is frien d ’s w ife  on  th e  20th  d ay  after  h er  con finem en t w as sle ep in g  in  
th e  u p p er room  of h er  h ou se  in  th e  n ex t room  to h er m oth er-in -law , a  
w in d ow  in  th e  w a ll o p en in g  b etw een  th e  room s. T here w ere se v era l w om en  
serv a n ts in  th e  h ou se , and  no m ales a t all. A s  iB th e  cu sto m  of w om en a ll 
ov er  th e  w orld , th e  la d ies an d  se rv a n ts  b o lte d  an d  barred and tr ip le  lock ed  
a ll th e  doors and w in d ow s ; and  th e  m o th er-in -law , a fter th e  w ife  had  lock ed  
h erse lf in  secu re ly , fa sten ed  her in  from  th e  o u ts id e  also. T h e m an serv a n t  
sle p t  ou t a t hom e, and  took aw ay th e  k e y  of th e  garden  w ith  him . A t  1 
o ’clock  a. m., th e  m o th er aw oke from  p rofou n d  s le ep  to  find her ch ild  m issin g . 
S h e  alarm ed  th e  h ou seh o ld , and  p r e se n tly  b a b y  w as heard cry in g  in  th e  
gard en . A fte r  a  l i t t le  tro u b le  th e  fr ig h te n e d  w om en m anaged  to  unb olt and  
u n lo ck  th e m se lv es, b u t  in to  th e  gard en  w h ere baby w as th e y  cou ld  n ot  
p en etrate , for th e  m an  se rv a n t h ad  th e  k ey . T h e y  broke th e  lock  after som e  
trou b le , and  th ere , on  a grass p lo t, th e y  foun d  th e  baby u n h u rt save for the  
rain . T he w e ttin g  th o  poor lit t le  in fa n t  g o t  w as too m uch  for it , and  ifc 
.s ickened  and  d ied  in  te n  days.

B ro th er  K a li C hurn  C h atterjee w ish es to know  how the child  g o t in to  th e  
g ard en . W e sh o u ld  v ery  m uch  lik e  to  know  it  too. P erhaps som e brother  
h as a  th eo ry  to  offer. C erta in ly  H . P . B . can  g iv e  one from  personal ex p eri­
en ce .

S E E IN G  W IT H  T H E  E A R S .
T h e P a ll  M a ll G azette  la te ly  con ta ined  th e  report of an in terv iew  w ith  th o  

R u ssia n  b oy  M ax H am bourg, an in fa n t m usica l p rod igy , w h o w as foun d  p la y -  
iu g  w ith  h is to y s, and  is a ch ild  in e v ery th in g  b u t m usic. W h at he is in m u sic  
is  a  p u zzle . Som e th in k  he is a reincarnation  or perm utation  of B e e th o v en ,



or at lea st  oversh adow ed  b y  th a t g rea t com p oser’s a stra l sp ir it, or b y  h is  
h ig h er  ego , for w h en  l itt le  M ax p la y s  B e e th o v en ’s p ieces, i t  is  as th o u g h  th e  
M aestro h im se lf  w v ie  a t th e  piano. N ow , ond very  in te r e st in g  th in g  for  
p sy ch ic  stu d e n ts  is  th e  fa ct that) M ax a c tu a lly  sees in  a p ictoria l an d  d ra m a ­
t ic  form  th e  id eas con ta ined  in  th e  m u sic , an d  w h ich  m ay be su p p o sed  (or n o t  
su p p osed ) to  have been  ia  B e e th o v en ’s m in d  w h en  h e com posed  h is  p ieces. 
T h e in terv iew er  w r i t e s :

“ I am glad to seo that Max has remained a child notwithstanding that he is an 
artist,” I said to Mr. Hambourg.—“ Yes,” was the reply, “ he is a child, and a 
young child, as long as he plays or amuses himself. When he sits down at the piano 
he is a man—an artist j and I  often stand beside him in mate amazerricnt, unable 
to follow him. AU at once ho begins to play a certain passage injhis own way, giv­
ing it an interpretation different from any other. I  may say, ‘ But, Max, there is 
no indication that it should be played like this he only looks ab me in a strange 
way, and plays on, and tells me afterwards that he understands it as he plays it, 
and he must play it that way and no other. And then he goes on to explain how ho 
hears and sees all that the composer is saying in his music. For instance,when ho played 
Beethoven’s Marche Fundbre first, he used to say, when he came to a certain pas­
sage, ‘ Father, now the funeral procession is marching along,’ and again * Now I soo 
them standing by the grave, and the earth comes down on the coflin-lid with a dull 
thud,’ and so on»”

T H E  C L O S E  O F  T H E  C Y C L E .
In  a recen t n u m b er of The W orld 's A dvance-T h ou ght, w e n o tice  an  ad m ir­

able artic le  from  th e  p en  of M r. W . E . C op elan d  on th e  above top ic , w r itte n  
from  th e  T h eosop h ica l p o in t o f v iew , w ith  sp e c ia l referen ce  to  th e  rap id  
tran sform ation s n ow  g o in g  forw ard  in  A m erica . A s  in  th e  p ast, so in  th is  
case, th e  p red iction s p u b lish ed  y ears a g o  are fu lf ill in g  th e m se lv e s . W e  
h a v e  no sp ace for p ro lon ged  com m ent, b u t  th e  sp read  of in te r e st  in  T h eo so ­
p h y  an d  o f an in te llig e n t  apprecia tion  o f i t s  tea ch in g s , as ev id en ced  in  su ch  
a rtic le s  a s th is , is  a  m o st e n co u ra g in g  s ig n  for th e  w ork ers in  th e  S o c ie ty .

B U D D H I S T  C O N C E N T R A T IO N .
A  co rresp o n d en t w ish es  to k n ow  w h a t is  m ea n t b y  th e  B u d d h is t  ty p e  o f  

M ed ita tio n . T h e  q u a lifica tion  “ B u d d h is t” is  g iv e n  to  th a t  p ecu liar  k in d  of 
m ed ita tio n  w h ich  h as for it s  “ se e d ” th e  im perm an en ce of ev e r y th in g . I t  is  
on  th is  p a r ticu la r  p o in t th a t th e  B u d d h is t  p r ie s ts  are to ld  to  con cen tra te  
th e ir  m ind s d u r in g  th e ir  d a ily  m ed ita tio n s . W e sh a ll p u b lish  n ex t m o n th  au  
in te r e st in g  co rresp on d en ce u p on  th is  su b je c t .

B R A H M A  Y I D Y A .
T h e above is  th e  t i t le  g iv en  to  a b i-m o n th ly  Sansksit-T am .il paper o f  

24  pp ., p u b lish ed  in  C hidam baram , b y  P andib  R . S r in iv a sa  S a str ia r . I t  is  
d ev o ted  to  A ryan  R e lig io n , P h ilo so p h y  and  L itera tu re . E a ch  p a g e  is  d iv id ed  
in to  tw o  co lu m n s, o f w h ich  the  first co n ta in s th e  S a n sk r it  portion  in  O ran d ha  
ch aracter , an d  th e  secon d  its  litera l tra n sla tio n  in to  T am il. T h e Jou rn a l h as  
p a ssed  i t s  fo u r th  year, and th e  ch a n g e  to  th e  octavo  s iz e  is  an  im p ro v em en t. 
A b le  a r t ic le s  on  th e  above su b jec ts  are co n tr ib u ted  to  th e  paper b y  th e  P a n d it  
a n d  o th e rs. T h is  is  th e  on ly  M agazin e  o f  it s  k in d  in  th e  M adras P r e s id e n c y ,  
an d  b y  a ll m ean s shou ld  be en co u ra g ed  b y  a ll S a n sk r it  or T a m il-k n o w in g  
peop le . T h e  su b scr ip tio n  is  o n ly  R s. 3 per an n u m . H a lf  y e a r ly  R s . 2, and  
for th r ee  m o n th s  R s . 1-8-0, and s in g le  co p y  3 annas.

T . Y . R .

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  THEOSOPHIST/.

F E B R U A R Y  1 8 9 1 ,

A  B U R M E S E  C A L L .

In s te a d  o f g e t t in g  res t, I  am  a lread y  b ook ed  for  a  sh o r t b u t severe  
“  s p e ll” o f hard  w ork . J u s t  w h en  I  had  a rran ged  for a p a ssa g e  from  C olom bo  
to  A u stra lia , a B u rm ese  d e leg a tio n , r ep resen tin g  a la rg e  and  in flu en tia l se c ­
t io n  of th e ir  n a tion , caine and b eso u g h t m e to  retu rn  w ith  th e m  to  R an goon , 
to  ad d ress th e  p eo p le  u p on  th e  su b jec t  o f  B u d d h ism . M y refu sa l w as im ­
m ed ia te  an d  d ecid ed , b u t  th e ir  ap p eals w ere so  ea rn est an d  th e ir  rep resen ta­
t io n s  so stro n g , th a t  I f in a lly  con certed  to  p o stp o n e  m y  A u stra lia n  v o y a g e  ono  
m on th , and d e v o te  tw o  w eek s to  a b r ie f  to u r  in  B urm a. F ro m  w h a t th e se  
g en tlem en  say , i t  ap p ea rs th a t  I  m ay ex p ect a lm o st a  rep e titio n  o f m y e x c it ­
ing exp erien ces in  J a p a n . M y modified program m e now  sta n d s th u s :  17th  
J a n u a ry  from  M adras to  R a n g o o n  ; reach  R an g o o n  2 1 st J a n y . ; 7th  F eb . lea v e  
th e r e  on  retu rn  to  M adras an d  arrive 13th  F e b .; M adras to  C olom bo 2 1 st F e b .; 
sa il  from  C olom bo for B r isb a n e  2n d  M arch. I  have to  g o  to  Q ueensland  to  
s e tt le  som e im p o r ta n t T . S . b u sin ess, and  m a y  p o ss ib ly  v is it  ou r B ranches  
a t  th e  a n tip od es. F rom  thero I  m ean to  go  to  E urope, w h ere  I  hope to  sp en d  
som e m on th s. M y m o v em en ts for th e  n e x t  q u arter  are so  u n certa in  th a t ib 
is  nob w orth  th e  w h ile  o f p erson a l fr ien d s a t  h om e to  w rite  m e. S o  m uch  tlio  
w orse  for  nie.

\ J a n u a ry  15th , H . S . 0 .

A  B U D D H IS T  C O U N C IL . * r  *

A s  soon as C olonel. O lco tt kn ew  th a t  a B u rm ese  B u d d h is t  L e a g u e  h ad  
ra ised  a la rg e  su m  of m oney  to  sen d  a p r e a c h in g  p a r ty  to  E u r o p e ; and  
th a t  i t  w as th e  n a tio n a l w ish  th a t  ho sh o u ld  lead  and d irect th e  party , 
a n d  a lso  th a t D e le g a te s  w ero  b e in g  se n t  to  A d y a r  to  confer about 
th e  m a tter , h e  te le g r a p h e d  fo r  S in h a le se  a n d  Jap a n ese  B u d d h is t  D ele ­
g a te s  to  com e from  C olom bo to  m eet th e  B u rm ese . A cco r d in g ly  tw o  
i)f each  n a tio n — R ev. K o zen  G u n aratn a  and  C. T okuzaw a, Japanese, and H . 
D h a m m a p a la  and  H em ch an d ra , d ist in g u ish ed  S in h a le se  g en tlem en , cam o  
in  tim e  for th e  reg u la r  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  C o n v en tio n  an d  w aited  u n til  
th e  8 th  Jan u a ry , w h en  TL H m o a y  T h a  A u n g  an d  M au n g T ha D w e, tho B u r­
m ese  rep resen ta tiv es , arr iv ed  from  R an goon . C ol. O lcott la id  beforo them  h is  
v ie w s  and  in v ite d  fu l l  an d  free  d iscu ss io n ; w h ich  w en t on d ay by dhy, u n til  
b y  th e  12th, w h en  a ll p o in ts  o f b elief in  th e  S o u th ern  and N orth ern  s e c t io n s  
o f B u d d h ism  h a v in g  b een  com pared , Col. O lcott drew  up  a p latform  u p o n  
w h ich  a ll  B u d d h ist Sects co u ld  agree . I t  em braced  14 c lau ses, each  co u ch ed  
in  s im p le  p h ra seo lo g y , so  as to  be ea s ily  u nderstood  b y  B u d d h ists  an d  n on -  
B u d d h is ts  a lik e . A  fa ir  cop y  of th is  d ocu m ent wits s ig n ed  b y  a ll th e  D e le ­
g a te s , and  by Col. O lco tt  p ersonally . T he n ation s rep resen ted  w ere tho  
B u rm ese, S in h a le se , Jap an ese  and  th e  C h itta g o n g  M u g h s— B ab u  K rish n a  
C handra C h ow d ry  h a v in g  req u ested  Col. O lco tt b y  te leg ra p h  to  ap p o in t a, 
p r o x y  for  h im  an d  on e o f  th e  B u rm ese g en tlem en  h a y in g  b een  so se le c te d .  
T h e  d ocu m ent is  lio b e  su b m itted  fo r  approval to  th o  l l i g h  P r ie s ts  o f  th o  
se v e r a l n a tion s b efore  b e in g  m&do p u b lic . W h a te v er  s l ig h t  m odifications ib
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m ay receive, it  is  u n q u e stio n a b ly  a d o cu m en t o f  th e  d eep est  im portan ce, for  
i t  w ill g iv e  th a t  m u tu a l grou n d  o f com p rom ise  and  co-op eration  npon  w hich- 
tho m ig h ty  forces o f  th e  B u d d h ist  w orld  m a y  c o n v erg e  for tho  sp read  o f the ir  
relig iou s id ea s th r o u g h o u t th o  w hole W e st.

R s. 13 11 0

F I N A N C I A L .
Tho A s s is ta n t  ^Treasurer T . S . b eg s to  a ck n o w led g e  w ith  th a n k s  tho  

rece ip t o f  th e  fo llo w in g  su m s from  th e  27th  D ecem b er  1890:
A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d .

M r. J . S r in iv a sa  R ow  (G ooty)
M r. M . C. K rish n a sa w m y  Iy e r , M r. R . S u n d a resa  

S a str i, M r. M . J a g a n n a th a  R ow , M r. K . N ara-  
y a n sa w m y  Iy e r  (K um baconum ) a t  1 R e. each ..

M r. R . K . N a ra y a n a  Iy e r  (C h itto re ) ...
M r. V , M . S u b ram an ya  Iy e r  (EYode) .. .
M essrs. D . B . Y en ca ta su b b a  R ow  an d  P . S . R am a- 

saw m y Jy er  (S a id a p e t)  a t  R s. 2 each  
G yan M arga T . S . (jFatehgarh)
P o on a  B ran ch  T . S .
B ab u  G irish  C hu n d er M itra  (M ip n a p u r)
M essrs. C. M asilam on y  M od eliar  an d  C 

M oodeliar (C h itto re)  . . .  • . . .
Jam a lp u r  T . S . . ..

L i b r a r y ,
M r. C. S am b iah  (M yla p u r)  ...

H e a d -Q.u a r t e r s  F u n d .
Mr. M. Y ijea ra g h a v a lu  N a id u  (G ooty)
M r. J , S id d le  (W a n g u m i, N e w  Z ea la n d ) 4s.
D ew a n  B ah a d u r  S . S u b ram an ya Iy e r  
M rs. A . G ebhard (G erm any)
M r. P . Y a n d er  L in d en  (P h ila d e lp h ia )

. M , D orasam y

4
1
1

4  
60  
34 .

5

2
6

0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
14

10 0 0

5
2

50

0
11

0
£  1 
£  1

B ab u  K a lk a  P ra sa d  (M oradabad)  . . .  
D r. J . A . A n d erso n  (S a n  F ran cisco)
D r. J . D . B u ck  (C in c in n a ti)
M rs. E liz a b e th  H u g h e s  (S a n F ra jzc isco )  

' P a n d it  L a k sh m i N a ra y a n  (B ila s p u r )

A d ya r , 23rd  J a n u a ry  1891.

£  2 R s. 25 0 0
1 8 0

12 0 0
25 0 0

2 8 0
„ 10 0 0

S- E. G opalujiiarlf , 

A ss is ta n t T rea su rer.

$ 5-00 
$  1000 
$  1-00

T o
T H E  I N D I A N  G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y S H I P .  

C o l o n e l  H . S . O l c o t t ,

P re s id e n t F ounder o f  the T heosoph ica l S ocie ty ,
' A d y a r , M a d ra s.

M y d e a r  C o l l e a g u e ,
I  h ereb y  h e a r t ily  approve o f y o u r  a p p o in tm en t o f  M r. B ertram  K e ig h tle y  

to  b e  G eneral S e c r e ta r y  of th e  In d ia n  S e c t io n .
A lth o u g h  I  sh a ll  th u s  b e  d ep r iv ed  o f h is  se r v ic e s  for a lo n g e r  p er io d  

th a n  w as o r ig in a lly  con tem p la ted , s t i l l  I  am  v e r y  p lea se d  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  bo  
a b le  to  a ss is t  y o u  a n d  ou r In d ia n  b re th ren  in  a n y  w a y  p oss ib le .

T o u r s  m o st  fra te rn a lly ,
H , P . B l a v a t s k y .

“ - i 
T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

| ; • I n d i a n  S e c t i o n . . : .

G eneral S e cre ta ry 's  R e p o r t .
I t  g iv e s  m e th e  g r e a te s t  p lea su re  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th o  e n c o u ra g em en t I  

b a v e  rece ived  d u r in g  th e  p a st  m o n th  from  th o  g e n e r o u s  su p p o rt g iv e n  an d  
p rom ised  to  th e  In d ia n  S cc tio n , b o th  in  m o n e y  a n d  in  w o rk ,

D u r in g  th e  first w eek  in  Jan u a ry , I issu ed  a preliminary^ c ircu lar co n ta in ­
in g  a dozen  q u estio n s, d e s ig n e d  to  form  a b asis for tho  first is su e  o f tho pam ­
p h le t, co n ta in in g  q u estio n s an d  an sw ers on  T h eosop h ica l su b jects , w h ich , in  
accord an ce w ith  tho  sch em e sk e tc h e d  a t th o  la st  C on ven tion , it  is  proposed  
to  sen d  g ra tis  td a ll th e  m em b ers o f th e  S o c ie ty . T he n am e se lec te d  for th is  
p u b lica tio n  is The P ra sn o tta ra , a  S a n sk r it  w ord  ex a ctly  e x p r e ss in g  its  p u r­
p o se  and  scope. T h e a w a k en in g  o f a real in te r e st  in  ou r w ork  am ong th e  
m em bers, w as v ery  c lea r ly  sh ow n  by th e  n u m b er of a r tic les  r ece iv e d  in  res­
p o n se  to  th e  c ircu lar  ju s t  m en tio n ed .

O nly  som e 20 co p ies w ere  se n t  ou t, and , w ith  v e r y  few  ex cep tio n s, w e  
h a v e  received  rep lies from  ev ery  one ap p ealed  to.

T he n ex t step  ta k en  w as to  have a l is t  prepared and p rin ted  for each  branch  
o f th e  In d ian  S ec tio n , g iv in g  th e  n om in al ro ll o f its  m em bers. T h ree  cop ies  
o f th is  l is t  are b e in g  se n t  to  th e  P resid en t, S ecreta ry , an d  on e m em ber o£ 
each  B ranch  for correction  and rev is io n  up to  date, and  th is  is  b e in g  done as  
rap id ly  as th e  p r in ters can  w ork . T h e first n u m b er o f tbe  P rasnotto /ra  h a s  
a lread y  been se n t  to  a ll b ran ch es w h ich  h a v e  se n t in  th e ir  retu rn s of m em ­
b ers, and  cop ies w ill be forw ard ed  to  every  branch acco rd in g  to  th e  nu m b er  
o f its  m em b ers as soon  a s th e  n ecessary  in form ation  is  rece iv e d  afc H ead*  
q uarters.

S om e lit t le  d elay  h as arisen  o w in g  to th o  non-arriva l o f m y  A s s is ta n t  
S ecreta r ies upon th e  d ate  fixed. T h is d elay  w as, h ow ever, d u e to  no fa u lt  o f  
th e ir s , b u t com b ined  w ith , th e  in te rru p tio n  cau sed  by th e  P o n g a l h o lid a y s  
in  th e  w ork of p r in tin g , th e  first is su e  of P ra sn o tta ra  as a lso  th e  issu e  o f th e  
In d ian  S ectio n  p a m p h let c o n ta in in g  th e  r u le s  of th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  
an d  of the  In d ian  S ec tio n  w ith  l is t  o f b ran ch es, e tc . e tc ., h a v e  been  d elayed  
som e days b eyon d  w h a t I  a n tic ip a ted .

I t  g iv e s  m e v e r y  g r e a t p lea su re  to  an n o u n ce  th a t tw o  o f  m y  A s s is ta n t  
S ecre ta r ie s— M essrs. P . Y en k a tra m a  and  T. S . G an ap ati Iy e r — h a v e  a lread y  
jo in e d  th e  sta ff and  are a c t iv e ly  en g a g e d  in  o p en in g  u p  com m u n ication  w ith  
th e  var io u s b ran cb es.

M r. G an ap ati Iy e r , w h o  reach ed  th e  H ead -qu arters on  Ja n . 19th, h a s , 
sin ce  h is  arriva l, beeu  w o r k in g  v ery  hard. H e  has se n t to  3 m em bers of each  
o f  20 branches p rin ted  lis ts  o f  m em b ers for  retu rn  and to  86 m em bers o f  
th e  S o c ie ty  co p ies of th e  ru les , &c., o f  th e  In d ia n  S ection  and th e  first is su e  , 
o f  th e  P ra sn o tta ra . H e  has se n t p a m p h lets and leaflets to  66 sy m p a ­
th isers . B esid es th is , he h as w r itte n  to  18 bran ch es ly in g  in  th e  n orth ern  
T e lu g u  d istr ic ts  on th e  su b jec t of Mr. C. K o tta y y a ’s p rop osed  tour, in form - , 
in g  them  of h is in te n d ed  v is it  an d  g iv in g  th em  th e  p rogram m e of h is d a tes. 
H e  has a lso  opened  corresp on d en ce w ith  som e 15 branches b y  w r it in g  lo n g  
le t te r s  to  th r ee  m em bers o f each  w ith  a v iew  o f a sc er ta in in g  th e  w ork  th e y  
are doing.

M r. V en cataram a ly a r , w ho did n ot arrive  t i l l  m ore th a n  a  w eek  later, 
h as a lso  been a c tiv e ly  e n g a g e d  in  sim ilar  w ork.

C opies of P ra sn o tta ra , N o . I , aad of th e  ru les o f th c  In d ia n  S ectio n  
h a v e  b een  d esp atch ed  to  each  in d iv id u a l m em b er of th e  fo llo w in g  branches : . 
__N a g p u r , ChittoOr, A d on i, P eriy a k u la m , K om bakonam , C oim batore, C udda­
p ah  and B an g a lo re  C an tonm en t. T h ey  have a lso  been se n t to  a ll th e  m em - . 
b ers o f th e  Bom bay branch , w ith  th e  excep tion  of som e 20, w h ose  nam es 
w e r e  o m itted  from  th e p r in ted  lis t  by a m ista k e  of th e  prin ters ; b u t I  am , 
in  hopes th is  o m ission  w il l  be rectified  b efore  th e  p resen t Theosophist is  
in  th e  hands oE th e  m em bers.

B ranch  pap er N o . I  on th e  su b je c t  of “ T h eosop h ica l d u ty  and w ork” is  
rea d y  for issu e , and  on e cop y  w il l  be forw ard ed  to the  S ecreta ry  o f each  
b ran ch  early  in  F eb ru ary .

S evera l offers o f help  o f  variou s k in ds h ave been m ade, o f w h ich  I  sh a ll  
a v a il m y se lf fu lly . - In  p a r ticu la r  Mr. A . N ila k a n ta . S astr i, in  co n ju n ctio n  
w ith  th e  K um bakonara B ran ch , h as u n d ertak en  th e  task  of w r it in g , p r in tin g  
an d  d istr ib u tin g  papers on  a  v a r ie ty  o f T heosoph ica l su b jec ts  in  E n g lish  and' 
vern acu lar , and  I  h ave a lso  to  ack n o w led g e  h is  v ery  va lu ab le  se rv ices  in  th o  
w ork  of P ra sn o tta ra .

I  bave arran ged  w ith  M r. C. K o tta v y a  to  s ta r t  on F eb ru ary  2nd for a  tour  
th r o u g h  our b ran ch es ly in g  in  th e  northern  T e lu g u  d is tr ic ts . , ,



' The fo llo w in g  is h is  ap p roxim ate program m e  
Name of Brancfy. • Period of sta%

’ . ' ‘ . ’ Dnyi
Cuddapah ' ... February' 2 6
* Tadpatry ‘ ' 7 9
Anaiitapur "f ‘ „ 11 15
Gooty /  * ' *, * 17 21
Bellary’ . . .  „ 22 . 26
Knrhobl' ... March 2 7
Adoni ... 10 14
Hyderabad ... ’ „ 16 20
Secunderabad ... „ 21 25
Bolarum, ... >, 26 30
*Bez\vada • April 2 5
EHoro . ... „ 7 11

N  ellore  ,2 4 th  J% m tary  1891.

p ro g ra m m e:—
. U&me of Branch . Period of stay.-.

Dfiys*
Rajahmundry ... April 13 17 ’
Cocanada ... . „ 19 23
Vizagapatam „ 27 May 3
Vijianagiam ... May 5 9
Masulipatam ... 13 17
Guntur ... „ 20 24
* Ongolo 27 31
* Kandukur Juno 2 3
Kanigiri 5 10
* Udiagiri 12 13
* Buohireddipallam 15 10
Nellore 17 0

C. KOTAYYA,
In spector , T. S .

M r. K o ta y y a  w ill ta k e  w ith  h im  an am ple  su p p ly  o f  p a m p h le ts  and  lea flets' 
o f  variou s k in d s, & n d l am  in  h op es th a t liis  e a rn estn ess  and  k n o w led g e  w ill  
h av o  th e  effeefc o f a ro u sin g  th e se  b ran ch es in to  n ew  a c t iv ity , an d  th a t h is  
p resen ce  am ong thetii Will lea v e  p erm an en t tra ces  w h ich  w ill  bear fr u it  in  
p rp m otin g  th e  w ork  o f th e  T . S . in  In d ia . In  accord an ce w ith  h is  su gges-*  
tio n , a  T e lu g u  lea fle t h as been  p rep ared  b y  M r. S . E . G opala C harlu  e x ­
p la in in g  th e  o b je c ts  o f th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty , it s  ru le s  an d  co n d itio n s o f  
m em b ersh ip  in  a b r ie f  form . T h ese  lea fle ts  M r. K o ta y y a  w ill  d is tr ib u te  
a t  h is  various le c tu r e s . I n  m e n tio n in g  M r. G opala  C h a rlu ’s n am e in  co n n ec­
t io n  w ith  th is  leaflet, i t  is  m y  p lea sa n t d u ty  to  p la ce  On record  m y  a p p rec ia tio n  
o f  h is  d evotion  to  th e  ca u se  o f T h eosop h y . D u r in g  th e  f irst th ree  w eek s o f  
th is  m onth , w h en  a ll  th e  w ork  o f th c  G eneral S e c r e ta r y ’s office fe ll  upon m y  
h a n d s, he h as ren d ered  m e m ost efficien t and  u n g r u d g in g  a ss ista n ce . W h ile  
th a n k in g  h im  for  h is  p a st  k in d n ess, I  tru st  th a t I  m ay  co u n t fu r th er  upon it  
in  th e  fu tu re .

O w in g  to  th e  d e la y  in  variou s m atters a t  th e  H ead -q u arters , it  h as been  
im p o ssib le  for m e to  carry  o u t m y  p rom ise  o f  p a y in g  a  v is it  to  fche B an g a lo re  
B ra n ch  to  ce leb ra te  th e ir  a n n iv ersa ry  m eetin g . T h e sam e ap p lies to  C h ittore . * 
Bufc I  am  in  hopes th a t  before th e  c lo se  o f th e  p resen t m o n th , I  sh a ll bo ab le  
to  fu lf il m y  w ord  an d  p a y  th e  v is it s  as prom ised .

A n  a p p lica tio n  has b een  r ece iv e d  for th e  is s u e  , o f  a  C h arter  to  form  a  
b ran ch  o f th e  T h eoso p h ica l S o c ie ty  a t M u ttra , one o f ’th e  sacred  cen tres  o f  
I l in d u  re lig io n  an d  lea rn in g , T h e  m a tter  has b een  referred  to  tho  E x e ­
c u t iv e  C om m ittee for  it s  d ec is io n  an d  th e  issu e  o f th e  C harter h as been  ap ­
p ro v ed  ; and I  am  in  h o p es thafc th e  new  b ranch  w ill  se t  an ex a m p le  by it s  
ea r n e s t  w ork  in  th e  r e v iv a l pf S a n sk r it  litera tu re , w h ich  w ill  se r v e  to  s t im u ­
la te  th e  o ther o ld er b ra n ch es to  fo llow  in  i t s  fo o ts tep s .

T h ere is  a lso  ev ery  p rosp ec t th a t, b efore th e  en d  o f  th e  p resen t m onth , a  
n e w  an d  v ery  p rom isin g  B ranch  w ill  h a v e  b een  ca lle d  in to  e x is te n c e  afc M ar- 
m a rg u d i, T anjore D is tr ic t , th r o u g h  th e  ea rn estn ess an d  ex ertio n s o f  M r. A . 
N ila k a n th a  S h a str i.

T h e  C harter o f th e  D a k sh in esh w a r  B ra n ch  is su e d  in  1885 h as been  re tu r n ­
e d  to  be can ce lled , as in  th e  op in ion  of th e  P ro v in c ia l S ecreta ry  th ero  is  n o  
h o p e  o f  r e v iv in g  it , a ll th e  o ld  m em b ers h a v in g  e ith e r  b een  tran sferred  to  o th e r  
p la c e s  or b e in g  dead.

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  of th e  B o m b a y  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ic ty  in fo rm s m e thafc • 
h is  b ra n ch  is  h a v in g  a th o u sa n d  co p ies of A n n ie  B e sa n t’s A r t ic le  u p on  
th e  “ T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  and  H . P . B .,” w h ich  ap p eard  in  th e  D ecem b er  
L u c ife r , p r in te d  in  a  separate form  for free  d istr ib u tio n . A n y  one d e s ir in g  
to  h a v e  a c o p y  ca n  do so  by forw a rd in g  h is  n a m e  an d  a d d ress to  M . M .: 
S h roff, S ecre ta ry , B om b ay  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty , 17, T am arin d  L a n e , F o r t, 
B o m b a y .

I n  a c k n o w le d g in g  below  th e  vario u s su m s r e c e iv e d  for  th e  ex p e n se s  o f  
th e  In d ia n  S e c t io n , I  d esire  e sp e c ia lly  to  p laco  on  reco rd  m y  g r a t itu d e  fco
< *: Though, there are no branches in fcheso places, they are visited, as th ey 1

are im portant and on the way. ................
*' •»Nx B,~yA.s fche date of, arrival afc each station is only approximate, tho ’ 

Branches may be prepared for it 2 or 3 days* earlier, Any further delay Will be 
communicated to them. * * ‘ „ ........j. *

th e  B om b ay  an d  K u m b ak on u m  b ran ch es f o r  th e  p rom p titu d e w ith  w h ich  
th e y  resp on d ed  to  m y appeal, an d  tho lib era lity  th e y  have sh ow n  in  c o n tr ib u t­
in g  to  fche ca rry in g  on  o f th e  w ork . M y g r a te fu l th a n k s are a lso  due to th e  
in d iv id u a ls  w ho have sh ow n  th e  sam e rea d in ess  to  com p ly  w ith  m y  req u est  
thafc th 6 y  w ou ld  pay over, w ith o u t  d e la y , th e  con tr ib u tio n s w h ich  th ey  p ro ­
m ised  i t  th e  C onvention . W ith o u t  th e ir  a ss ista n ce , a n d  th e  confidence  
w h ic h  i i  g iv e s  m e in  th e  rea d in ess o f m y  H in d u  b ro thers to  su p p o rt and  
a s s is t  n iy  efforts, I  sh ou ld  feel far  le s s  con fid en ce in  th e  fu tu r e  a c t iv ity  and  
g r o w th  of th e  In d ia n  S ec tio n  th a n  is  now  th e  case . T h eir  co n d u ct and thafc 
o f  th e  branches a lread y  m en tio n ed  is  th e  besfc p ossib le  g u a r a n te e  th a t  ou r  
h o p es h ave a  so lid  foun d ation .

F inancial S tatement.
Received. 

Col. II. S, Olcott ... 
Mdme. H, B. Blavatsky

Bombay Branch. 
Mr. Tookaram Tatya ...

,, D. D. Jussawala ...
„ P. 11. Mehta 
,, D. D. Writer and Son 

Dr. J. K. Dcyce 
Mr. J. F. Madon ...

,, G. H. Deshmuth ...
„ S. Ragvendrao 
,, Vinayek Chintamon 
„ B. H. Mistry 
,, Samuel Hyen ...
„  V, T. Thakur 
„ N. F. Bilimoria ... 

Dr. Abasah A. Hatliivala 
Mr. J. K. Lingu 

„ H. S. Dikshit
Framji Dadabhoy ... 

Paid afc Adyar by Mr. R.
K. Mody A 31. M. Shroff.

Rs. 100
100

Rs. 200 
„ 25
„ 20 
„ 15
„ 10 
„ 10 
,, 5
„ 5
„ 2 
.. i

i
:: 1 

i  
i  
l

» _ 2 0  

Bs. 320
Kumbalconam Branch- 

T e r llr .  K* Narayanaswami
Iyer ... ... Rs* 25

„  M r. A. Nilakantha Sastri „  25 
Entrance Fees and Annual

dues of two Members ...22

Brought forward Rs. 693

Mr. A.
A.

Rs. 72

Nilakanta Sastri ... 
Vaideswara Iyer 
(Entrance Fee) ... • 

i/f „ (Donation to Iud. Seo.) 
„ D. D. Jussavala (Bombay)
,, V. Coopooswami Iyer ...
„ C. R. Pattabiramft Iyer ...
„ C. Kotayya ... ...
,, C. Sambiah ... ...

Nellore Branch, per Mr. A.
MaJiadova Sastri 

Mr. T. Vijcartighava Charlu ...
„ S. E. Gopalachailu ...
„ S. Tinadasa Amarasoreya.
„ A. J. Venkatakanniah ...
,, Lieut. Peacocke... ...
,, C. Masilamani Moodeliar ... 

Pandit Gopi Nath ... ...
Babu Shama Charan Bhatta ... 
P. D. Mahaluxmivala ... .
G. N. Sundarsana Chari, 

annual dues ... ...
Babu Avadh Behaijy Lall, annual 

dues ... ...
Dr. D. J. E. Behrarh (Surat).., ' 
Cuddappah Branch ... ...
Mr. A, Nunjundappah

25

10
5

100
27
25
25
5

8
7

10
15

n
15

3
50
20
10

1
25
25
15

Total received to February 1st Rs. 1,021

N O T IC E .
A l lo w s  of, and  sy m p a th ize rs  w ith , th e  T hoosophical S o c ie ty , are h ereb y  

req u ested  to  sen d  th e ir  nam es an d  ad d resses to  th e  R eco rd in g  Secrotary o f  
th e  T . S ., A d y a r , M adras, w ith o u t  d elay , as ifc is  m y in te n tio n  sh ortly  to  
issu e , g r a tis , a  va lu a b le  and a m o st in te r e st in g  ser ies o f T h eosop h ica l tra cts  
t o  F e llo w s  o f th e  S o c ie ty , an d  a lso  ap rop riate lea flets to  sy m p a th izers. N on e  
o f  th e se  p u b lic a tio n s w il l  be on  sa le  to  tn e  pub lic .

B e r t r a m  K e ig h t l e y , m . a .,
A d y a r , M a d r a s , 7  G eneral S ecre ta ry , T. S .,

J a n u a ry  1891. J  , , I n d ia n  S ectio n .

• A m e r ic a n  S e c t i o n .

N e w  Y o^ k ,  D ecem ber 20 , 1890 .
S ecre ta ry , Theosophical S o c ie ty , A d y a r .

I J e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,—
O n N ovem b er 14th  thoro w as issu e d  from  th is  office a C h arter to  th o  

S id d arth a  T h eosoph ical S o c ie ty , Y ick sb u rg , M iss.; on N o v em b er  21st to  tho- 
"Vishnu T heosoph ical S p ciety , P ittsb u r g , P a .;  on N ovem b er 25 th  to  th o  
K e sh a v a  T heosoph ica l S o c ie ty , B o u ld er , Colo. *, on N ovem b er 29th  to  th e



W illom ette  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty , P ortlan d , O regon  ; on  D ecem b er 10th to the ' 
M em phis T heosoph ical S o c ie ty , M em phis, T e n n .; and  on  D ecem b er  19th to th o  
ln d r a  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty , C lin ton , Iow a . P le a se  p u b lish  th e  above in  th o  
Theosophist.

Y o u rs fr a te r n a lly , 1
W il l ia m  Q . J u d g e ,

, G eneral S ecre ta ry .

S P A I N .
S en or M on to lin  w r ite s  th a t  th e  T. S . g ro u p  in  M ad rid  h a v e  d istr ib u ted  

6,000 cop ies o f th e  book “ T eoso fia ,” an d  1,300 o f v a r io u s p am p h lets . T h is is  
w ork .

T H E O S O P H Y  I N  A U S T R A L I A ;  ’
I t  look s as if  Col. O lc o tt’s p roposed  v is it  t6 : A u str a lia  w ou ld  b ear good  

fr u it . A t  a n y  fa te  w e n o tic e  in  an  A u str a lia n  w e e k ly  ca lled  ta b le  T a lk  
for  D ecem b er 26, 1890, tw o  in te r e s t in g  p a ra grap h s on  th e  su b je c t  o f  
T h eosop h y, an n ou n cin g  th e  form ation  in  M elb ou rn e o f a b ranch  o f th e  S o c ie ty  
to  be know n as th e  M elbourne B ranch . A m o n g  tho  fo u n d ers , wo find  M r. J . 
P ic k e t, C iv il E n g in eer , Mr. B en soh , and M r. H im t, th e  la tte r  b e in g  a la w y e r .* 
I t  is  cu riou s th a t so m a n y  fe llo w s o f our S o c ie ty  an d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  lea d in g  
m em b ers o f  b ran ch es sh o u ld  b e lo n g  e ith er  to  th e  le g a l or m ed ica l p r o fe s ­
sio n s .

“ T H tf  I N D I A N  L I G H T .”
W e h a v e  rece iv e d  th e  J a n u a ry  N o . o f The I n d ia n  L ig h t  o f  M adras, in  

w h ich  w e n otice  an ab le an d  y ery  in te r e st in g  a r t ic le  u p on  “ E so te r ic ism , 
w h ich  c lea r ly  ow es it s  in sp ira tio n  to  th e  th e o so p h ic a l p u b lic a tio n s. T h e  
sa m e num ber a lso  co n ta in s a lo n g  rep ort o f our la te  C on ven tio n , e x te n d in g  
o v e r  som e 4 co lu m ns.

, W e th a n k  our new  con tem p o ra ry  for th e  fr ie n d ly  sp ir it  m a n ifested  in  
th e se  a rtic les, an d  w ish  it  th e  su c c e ss  w h ich  th e  en d ea y o u r  ex p ressed  in  it s  
t i t le  m o st cer ta in ly  d eserv es.

T H E  A N D H R A  P R A K A S IK A .
T h is is  a  w eek ly  jo u rn a l in  T e lu g u , p u b lish e d  in  M ou n t R oad , M adras, 

a n d  has been  in  e x is te n c e  for th e  la s t  s ix  y ea rs , th e  a n n u a l su b scr ip tio n  
b e in g  R s. 5.

T h e  E d itor  is  M r. A . C . P a r th a sa ra d h y  N a id u , so  w e ll k now n in  th is  
P r e s id e n c y  for h is  lib era l v iew s an d  e loq u en ce, an d  is  on e o f  th o se  few  H in d u s  
w h o  m ay be sa id  to  rea lly  w o rk  for  th e  co u n tr y ..

H e  w as la te ly  a p p o in ted  b y  M r. W . S . C aine as “ R e p resen ta tiv e  in  
In d ia ” of th e  L ondon  A n g lo -In d ia n  T em p eran ce A sso c ia tio n . H e  is  a lso  
h ig h ly  sp o k en  of b y  som e of th e  w ell-k n o w n  c it iz e n s  o f  M adras, M essrs. 
E a r d ly  N o rto n , J . D . R ees, D ew a n  B ah ad u r R . R a g u n a th a  R ow , and  th e  
la te  P a n d it  N . B h a sh y a ch a ry a . W e  tru st, th erefo re , th a t  w ith  a lit t le  m ore  
h elp  from  th e  g en era l p u b lic , th e  journa l is  su re  to b ecom e a  p ow er so far  a s  
th e  T e lu g u  sp e a k in g  m a sses  are con cern ed . T h e  la n g u a g e  u se d  in  th e  
jo u r n a l is  s im p le , c lea r  an d  lu c id .

. t  S . E , G*

T H E  E C O N O M Y  O F  H U M A N  L I F E .
J u s t  r ece iv e d  tw o  co p ies o f  th e  H in d i e d it io n  o f  th e  “ E co m o n v  o f  H u m a n  

L ife ,” tra n sla ted  b y  B ab u  A v in a sh  C handra B a n er jee , F . T . S ., o f A llah ab ad . 
O n e is  p resen ted  b y  h im  to  th e  A d y a r  O rien ta l L ib ra ry  a n d  th e  o th er  to  Col. 
O lco tt, P . T . S . T h e  w ork  co n ta in s , 162 p a g e s  o f  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  m atter .

B U S T  O F  D E W A N  B A H A D U R  R . R A G O O N A T H  R O W .
T h e A d y a r  L ib rary  h as b een  p resen ted  w ith  an  e x c e lle n t  b u st  of our o ld  

fr ien d  and  F . T . S ., D ew a n  B a h a d u r  R . R a g o o n a th  R o w ., T h e  a r tist , Mr. B . •
B . H ay  ell, of th e  S ch o o l o f A r ts , M ad ras, h as p rod u ced  a r e a lly  life -lik e  p ortra it  
o f  th e  en erg etic  S o u th  In d ia n  reform er, an d  th u s  add^ d  a n o th er  su c c e ss  to

b is  q u ic k ly  g r o w in g  score. T h e  b u s t  is  th e  g i f t  o f th e  D etraU  B a h a d u r’s  
co u sin , S ir  T . M ad h ava  R ow .

' O.

M A N A G E R ’S N O T IC E .
I  h a v e  rece iv ed  th e  fo llo w in g  p o st-ca rd  : ,
“ Y----5th Jan. 1891.— “ O f the books ordered b y  me on the 27th J ultimo,

pleas© do not send me No. 29, as I find a copy of the work a m o n g  my books, o tc . etc.” 
This is an instance of the  reasonableness of somo of our correspondents. 

E ig h t days a fter the receipt, and five a fte r the filling of the order by the 
dispatch  of th e  books, I am asked not to send this particu lar volumo. ()ur 
friends will k indly  understand  th a t booh orders are f illed  u s u a l l y  on the d a y  
o f  receipt, and  even the delay of th ree  days in the present instance occurred 
only by reason or of the unusual p ressu re  of Convention business. L et people 
be careful or take the consequences.

. T . Y i j i a  R a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,

, B usiness M anager, “ T h e o so p h ist”

L o n d o n , J a n u a ry .  1 8 9 1 .  
B U D D H A  I N  T H E  S E A N C E  ROOM .

A s  an  exa m p le  o f th e  a s to u n d in g  ru b b ish  w h ich  th e  ed ito rs  o f  a  certa in  
c la s s  o f  sp ir itu a lis t ic  n ew sp ap ers feed  th e  p u b lic , th e  fo llo w in g  from  th e  
R e lig io •P h ilo so p h ica l Jou rn a l m ay  in te r e st  th e  readers o f th e  Theosophist. I t  
is  an  e x tr a c t from  a book p u b lish e d  b y  T h e S p ir itu a l S c ien tific  P u b lish in g  Co. 
o f K a n sa s C ity , w h ose t it le  is  “ I llu m in a te d  B u d d h ism , or th e  tru e  N irv a n a . 
B y  S id d a r th a  S a k y a  M u n i.” T h e “ S p ir it” o f th e  Lord B u d d h a  is su p p osed  
to  h ave en tered  a “ S cr ib b lin g  m ed iu m ” an d  w r itte n  th e  w ork  h im se lf. S a y s  
th e  B . P . J. r e v ie w e r :—

“ T h e  book a sserts  th a t G au tam a h as now  accep ted  th e  lead  o f W estern  
th o u g h t , is  an  e v o lu tio n is t  o f th e  p ro g ress iv e  sort, and d en ies  in  toto  th e  
cru d e  id ea s o f re in carn ation  th a t  h av e  h e ld  th e  m in d s o f h is cou n try m en  in  
b o n d age for  so  lo n g . H e  u rg es  th a t  m en  be ta u g h t th a t w hen  th ey  q u it  
th e ir  m o rta l b od ies and liv e s  th e y  h av e  to q u it  them  fina lly , so  for as ever  
re tu r n in g  to  p h y sic a lly  l iv e  in  them  a g a in  is  co n cern ed .”

“ T h e l i t t le  w ork can  be m o st co rd ia lly  com m en d ed ,” Bays th e  w r iter  o f  
th o  a r t ic le — as an a n tid o te  to  T h eso so p h y  !

I t  c e r ta in ly  is a com ical id ea ,— T h e L ord  B u d d h a  g o in g  to d ic ta te  a book  
to  an A m erica n  m edium . A n d  su ch  a book ! D e n y in g  h is w h o le  p h ilo so p h y  
and  en d o rsin g  th e  la te st  f lig h t  o f fan cy  o f th e  “ in sp ira tio n a l m e d iu m s !” 
“ W h at foo ls th e se  m orta ls b e !” - ;

O U R  P U R P O S E .
In  th e  J a n u a ry  n u m b er of tho S p h in x , th e  G erm an m a g a z in e  w hich  

rep resen ts th e  sam e gen era l te n d e n c y  o f  th o u g h t as finds exp ression  in  our  
ow n th eo so p h ica l lite ra tu re , appears an  a r tic le  by K arl du  P re l, th e  m erito ­
riou s a u th o r  of th e  P h ilo so p h y  of M y stic ism ; som e p o in ts in  w h ich  w ill, I  
hope, be o f  in te rest  to  th e  read ers o f th e  Theosophist.

T h e a r tic le  bears th e  t it le  “ O ur P u r p o s e and se ts  ou t b y  exp la in in g  
th a t  th e  S p h in x  had  it s  or ig in  in  a n eed  w h ich  to -d ay  is  ev en  greater than  
a t the  p eriod  of tho  fou n d ation  of th a t  m agazin e. A fter  a llu d in g  to tho  
m ig h ty  p ro cess o f ferm en tation , in  w h ich  E u rop ean  c iv ilisa tion  is a t p resen t  
en g a g ed , D u  P r e l p o in ts o u t th a t th e  ch a ra cter istics  w hich  d is t in g u ish  our  
ep och  from  earlier ones, m u st  be tra ced  back  to  k in etic  forces, w h ich  w cro  
su c h  as to  e n t it le  H u m a n ity  to  form  o p tim istic  exp ectation s, w h ile  th e ir  
effe cts , a s th e y  a c tu a lly  lie  before u s, are su ch  th a t a hopeless p e ss im ism  is  
co n sta n tly  sp rea d in g  on a ll Sides.

H o w  th en , ask ed  D u  P rel, could  e v il sp rin g  from  good P
I t  is  th e  natural sc ien ces w h ich  have stam ped  its  m ain ch aracter  upon our  

cen tu ry , an d  its  m ost d is t in g u ish in g  secon d ary  featu re is  th e  sp read  o f k n o w ­
led g e , b r o u g h t abou t b y  ed u ca tio n a l in st itu t io n s  o f a ll k in d s, th e  p ress, an d  
th e  book tra d e . .

W h ile  th e se  tw o  ch a ra cter istics  can n ot be described  as ev il, n e ith er  can  
th e y  h a v e  b een  w ith o u t in flu en ce in  b r in g in g  about th e  p resen t co n d itio n  o£



th in g s , and  wc arc th erefore ob lig ed  to exp la in  th e  p resen t s ta te  o f onr c iv i­
lisa tio n  th rou gh  th e se  g rea t d r iv in g  pow ers. T h is  ap p aren t co n trad iction  
can  o n ly  be  so lved  by rec o g n is in g  th a t  how ever, v a lu a b le  tb e  n atu ra l sc ien ces  
an d  in te llec tu a l c u lt iv a tio n  m ay be in  th e m se lv es , y e t  in  th e ir  o n e-sid ed n ess  
th e y  can  produce no tru e  cu ltu r e . T h ey  th erefo re  n ecessa r ily  req u ire  
com p letion .

D u  P re l th en  go es on  to  sp ec ify  th e  ta sk  w h ich  th e  S p h in x  has se t  b efore  
it ,  a  task  th a t is p retty  n ea r ly  id en tica l w ith  th a t  o f th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  
a s u n d erstood  b y  m any o f it s  m em bers.

H e  c o n t iu u e s :—
“ I t  req u ires no g rea t reflection  to  reco g n ise  th a t th e  p ecu lia r  c o lo r in g  

o f  a n y  ep och  of c iv ilisa tio n  m u st tu r n  ou t to ta lly  d ifferen t a cco rd in g  as tho  
h u m a n ity  o f th a t tim e  con fines it se lf  to  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  w orld  o f th o  
p h y s ic a l se n ses , or r e co g n ises  th e  su p ersen su o u s w orld  as eq u a lly  c e r ta in ; 
a cco rd in g  as m an reg a rd s h im se lf  as a p u re ly  p h y s ic a l b e in g  or sees th r o u g h  
to  h is  su p ersen su o u s b e in g . S h o u ld  m an be a p u re ly  p h y s ic a l and  ch em ica l

Erob lem , sh ou ld  h is in d iv id u a lity  be lim ited  to  th e  sh o r t sp an  o f t im e  
e tw een  b irth  and d e a th ; an d  sh ou ld , fu rth er , su ch  a c o n cep tio n  find its  w a y  
a m o n g  th e  m asses of th e  peop le— w hich  is  th e  easier , s in ce  th is  co n cep ­

tio n  is com prehensib le  ev en  for th e  m o st m o d e stly  g if te d  in te lle c tu a lly  an d  
f la tters th e  w orst o f  in s t in c ts— th e n  no pow er m  th e  w o rld  w ill be a b le  
to  p rev en t th eo retica l m a ter ia lism  from  liv in g  i t s e l f  o u t  in to  p ra c tice . 
E v e n  m ore, if  th e  se n su o u s order of th in g s  w ere th e  o n ly  rea l one* th e n  
e v e r y  in d iv id u a l, and  th erefo re , th e  to ta lity , w ou ld  b e  fu l ly  in  th e  r ig h t  in  
w a g in g  th e  s tr u g g le  for e x is te n c e  in  th e  m o st r u th le ss  m an n er . L o g ic  i t s e lf  
w o u ld  b id  u s do so. W e n eed  o n ly  to  look  arou n d  u s to  r eco g n ise  th a t th is  
i s  ju s t  e x a c tly  th e  * s ig n a tu r e ’ o f our d a y s; b u t th e  fu tu r e  w ill sh ow  a to ta l­
ly  d ifferen t p icture , w h en  th e  su p ersen su o u s w orld  and  our Own su p ersen su o u s  
b e in g  are recogn ised . I f  th e  cen tre  of g r a v ity  of our in d iv id u a lity  fa lls , nofc 
u p o n  th is  sid e , n o t in  th e  se n su o u s order o f th in g s , th e n  th e  ta sk  o f o u r  
e a r th ly  e x is ten ce  can  c o n sis t  o n ly  in  th e  u tilisa tio n  of th is  l ife  for ou r m eta*  
p h y s ic a l b etterm en t. M ater ia lism  b rin gs ab ou t th e  d ev e lo p m en t of egotism*, 
th e  m eta p h y sica l con cep tio n  o f th e  w orld  ch a r ity , th e  lo v e  o f o n e’s n e ig h ­
bou r. M orality , as th e  n e cessa ry  com p lem en t o f m ere in te lle c tu a l culture* 
w o u ld  th e reb y  be based  u p o n —y e s , h elp ed  on b y  L o g ic  it se lf .

In  th is  resp ect, a lso , th e  co n d itio n s  o f to -d ay  are o n ly  th e  reflection  of  
th e  r u lin g  op in ions. M ora lity  h as lo s t  i t s  su p p o rts : b a sed  u pon  r e lig io u s  
d o g m a s , it  lo s t  its  su p p o rt w ith  th e ir  d is in te g r a tio n  u n d er  c r i t ic is m ; 
su p p o rted  on  p h ilo so p h ica l sp ec u la tio n , m ora lity  n e c e s sa r ily  b ecam e a m erd  
u n d em o n stra b le  d ecree , w h en  P h ilo so p h y  u ltim a te d  in  an  u n fr u itfu l p e s s i­
m ism , w h ich  is  sp rea d in g  i t s e lf  lik e  m ild ew  o ver  a ll e fforts for  th e  fu r th era n ce  
o f  c iv ilisa tio n . M an is  n o  e x c lu s iv e ly  in te lle c tu a l b e in g , an d  th erefo re  h u ­
m a n  cu ltu r e  can  on ly  be r ea lised  w h en  w e  b r in g  a b o u t th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  
t h e  m oral s id e  of h is b e in g  as w e ll.

T h e S y h in x ,  (and a lso  th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  an d  it s  v a r io u s p u b lic a r 
t io n s )  w ill do it s  share to w ard s sm o o th in g  th e  w ay for  b e t te r  co n d itio n s , b y  
e x h ib it in g  th e  su p ersen su o u s w orld  an d  ou r su p e r se n su o u s  b e in g  as th e  
n e c e s sa r y  co m p lem en t, y e s , th e  a c tu a l fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  se n su o u s ly  per-* 
c e p tib le . A n d  th is  sh a ll be a tta in ed  n o t th r o u g h  co m b a tin g , b u t th r o u g h  
d e e p e n in g  ou r e x is t in g  k n o w led g e . T h e  n atu ra l sc ie n c e s  p o in t  to th e ir  e x a c t­
n e s s  and  th e ir  ex p er im en ts an d  fou n d  th ereon  a c la im  to  b e  u n iv e r sa lly  
r e c o g n ise d . T h is  w e gra n t, b u t w e  are d eterm in ed  to  p la c e  b y  tb e  s id e  o f  
th is ,  s t i l l  fra g m e n ta ry , n a tu ra l sc ie n c e  an eq u a lly  ex a c t sc ien ce , b ased  u p on  
ex p er im en t, w h ich  sh a ll lead  u s  m ore an d  m ore in to  th e  su p ersen su o u s d o ­
m a in . M esm erism , S om n am b u lism , H y p n o tism , an d  S p ir itu a lism — lik e  a ll g r e a t  
d isc o v e r ie s— h ave h ad  th e  fa te  to  be la u g h ed  a t in  th e  co m m en cem en t. To* 
d a y , th e  fa c ts  are, on  tho  w h o le , a d m itted  and  o n ly  th e ir  in te rp re ta tio n  s t i l l  
rem a in s  d ou b tfu l. B u t  i t  is b eco m in g  c o n sta n tly  p la in er  th a t  th e  e fforts to  fife 
in to  th e  sy s te m  o f o u r e x is t in g  op in io n s th e se  a n d  o th e r  fa c ts  w h ich  g o  m u ch  
b e y o n d  th e  dom ain  o f th e  n orm al a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  se n s e s  a n d  th e  w ill, aro  
fa ilu r e s . A  sy s te m a tic  and a ll  ro u n d  in v e st ig a t io n  w ill b u r st  th e  b o u n d s ev en  
o f th is  sy stem , an d  th e r e w ith  w e  sh a ll find  o u r se lv e s  p la ced  u p on  th e  
d iv id in g  lin e  betw een  p h y s ic s  a n d  m e ta p h y s ic s  and  sh a ll th e n  b e  ab le  to  la y  
th e  fou n d ation  of A m etaphyfeic u p on  an  in d u c tiv e  b a sis .”

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

M A R C H  1 8 9 1 .

H E A D -Q U A R T E R S ’ N O T IC E .
I .  A s  it  w il l  b e  n ecessa ry  for m e to  reta in  m y fu ll  e x e c u t iv e  pow ers  

u n t i l  1 ca n  s e tt le  in  th e  m a tter  of ft sm a ll e s ta te  in  A u str a lia  b eq u eath ed  to  
th e  S o c ie ty , b n t reg a rd in g  w h ich  d iff icu ltie s  h a v e  arisen , I  hereby g iv e  n o tic e  
th a t  th e  tra n sfer  o f th e  P r e s id e n tia l p ow ers to  a S p e c ia l C om m ission , 
a n n o u n ced  in  m y  rece n t A n n u a l A d d r e s s  a s to  have effect from  A p r il 1 st is  
p o stp o n ed  u n til  m y  retu rn  from  B r isb a n e , w h ich  w ill  be d u ly  n o tih ed  in  t 
T heoso p h is t  a n d  o ffic ia lly  co m m u n ica ted  to  th e  g e n tle m e n  se le c te d  as Gora-

m l86i i n e R e m itta n c e 3 in  a id  o f H ea d -q u tt-ters’ m a in ten a n ce  m ay  b e  m a d e  
p a y a b le  as h ereto fore  to  m y  order, p r o v is io n  h a v in g  b een  m a d e  by m e  fo r  
th e  re c e ip t, c u sto d y  a n d  d isb u rsem en t o f tno m oney . , __ , ■*, , ,

I I I .  P r iv a te  m a tters o b lig in g  M r. R i c W d  H arte  to  re tu rn  to  E n g la n d , 
h is  ed ito r ia l re la tio n  w ith  th e  T heosoph ist e n d s  w ith  th e  M arch  " u ™t>cr. 
H en cefo r th , u n til  m y  resu m p tio n  o f d u ty  ak H ead -q u arters , M r. B ertra m  
K e ig h tle y  w ill act, as"M anaging E d ito r  in  M r. l u t e ’s p lace. In  p a r t .n g  w ith  
m y  o ld  an d  v a lu ed  fr ien d , I  w ish  to  exp res*  m y g r a te fu l se n se  o f th e  
v a lu a b le  h elp  ho h a s g iv e n  m e, b o th  in  E d ito r ia l and a d m in is tra tiv e  a ffa iis ,  
an d  to  c o n v ey  th e  b est w ish es  o f m y se lf  an d  m an y  In d ia n  T h eo so p h is ts  fo r  
h is  h e a lth  an d  h a p p in ess.

H . S . O l c o t t .

A d y a b , 15 th  F e b ru a ry  1891.

C O L . O L C O T T ’S  A U S T R A L I A N  T O U R . •
' T h e  P resid en t-R o u n d er  sa ile d  for C olom bo on th e  16th  u ltim o  in  th e  

P  an d  O. S . S . “ R o h illa ,” in te n d in g  to  d e v o te  a  fo r tn ig h t to  p u b lio  w ork in  
C evlon  an d  to  lea v e  for S y d n ey  on  M arch  4 th  in  th e  sp len d id  m ail steam er  
‘‘ OceiMia.” H is  tr ip  to  B u rm a  d id  h im  g o o d ; le t  u s h op e th a t th is  lon ger  
o n e  to  thfe A n tip o d e s  m ay  do h im  s t i l l  m ore.

P A R S I  E N T E R P R IS E .

B r o th er  R u sto m jee  K . M od i w r ite s  from  B o m b a y ( •
“ Y o u r  id ea s are ta k in g  som o form  h ere. I n  the lectu re  on  tlm  S p ir it o f  

Z o ro a str ia n ism ,’ you  h ad  recom m en d ed  th e  P a rsis  to sen d  som e P a rsi rep re­
se n ta tiv e  to  A rm en ia  and  e lsew h ere  to  search  fo r  an cien t m a n u scr ip ts , b ooks  
a n d  re lic s  of a n c ien t M azdeasn ian  re lig io n . A P a r s i.g e n tle m a n  o f so m e n o te , 
M r. A rd eseer  S o rab iee  D u stoon  K a m d u m  h as issu ed  a c ircu la r  in  h is  capa­
c ity  o f  S ecreta ry  to  th e  Iran i P a rsis  A m eliora tion  F u n d , to  h is  m a n a g in g  
co m m ittee  to  so J l  som o P arsi to  th e  C en tra l A s ia n  P rovinces la te ly  a n n exed  b y  
R u ss ia  to  search  for  su ch  th in g s . B u t  th e  C om m ittee h av in g; no P<™or to  
BDend th e ir  fu n d  in  th is  d irection , th e  C hairm an S ir  Dinshaw ^ M a n ock jee  
P e t it  B a r t has m ade ap p ea l to  th e  p u b lic  to  co llec t som e R s . o,000 n e e d e d  
fo r  th is  p u rp ose .” H . S . O ,
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Bums s in c e  the* 24th  7a n u lr y  b] 891.t0  a c k n 0 'v led g e  th c  rece ip t o f  th e  fo llo w in g

A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d .

S r ! : Mr-A- • " » .

- L i b r a r y  F u n d * ;

? f r‘ S ’ ®iv a san k ara  P a n d y a  (M a d ra s)
M t .  G. S am b iah  (M y la p o re ) ... I#t ’**

. K a i B a r o d a P r a sa d  B a su  B a h a d u r  iB ezw a d a )
M r. R am  rai S u k h b h a i (B a ro d a )  ... v *“
M r. J eh arra i K ap ilra i (do)
M r. J . W . B ib b ly  (L iverpool)  

n I). 1 .  S ., m o n th ly  con trib u tion  tow ard s th e  p a y ­
m en t ot a  referee in con n ection  w ith  the L ib rary  ...

H e a d - Q u a r t e r s ’ F u n d .
M iss J . W illso n  (E n g la n d )  4i 5 g
^{r. B ehram ji D orab b oy  (K arach i)

F ,n m  M m w ° n k  H -  S ’ £  100’ d * l f t  ^ h e d f o r  

M rs. j r''l M ?ore g e ’ ^  ^ pretar3’ A m e ^ a" ®e<
• . D r- T . P . H y a t t . . .  7 /. -  !  ? 2 5

M r. E r ic h  Ifrand . . .  .. ' ' ’" f
M rs. T . T . S h ep h erd  ... ,J j  2. ^
M iss  J . G. M ered ith  . . .  •  q.Va

:::■■■ f «

, | : S K z  i  :::| ™
. . M rs. A. I;. H ill  .. .  _ /  |

Mr. and Mrs. Frank £. Blodgett $ 50 00

e T o t a l  ••• $ 6 9 2 9
D ia f t  for  £ .  14-5-9 c a sh e d  for . . .  .. .  ' , jg g  p

A d y a b ,  22nd February 18'Jl. S .  E .  G o f a l a c i i a k l u ,
J A sst. T reasurer.

R s., 10 0 0

a 10 0 0
t ” 5 0 0
<1 10 0 0

a 70 0 0
ff 3 0 0
ff 100 0 0

39 5 0 0

ff 3 7 0
if 10 0 0
» 1 ,2 9 7 / 3 9.

m , t  „  . C oLr  0 l c o t x ’s  H o l i d a y  E x p e n s e s ,
j  « Ano foM ow'ng co n tr ib u tio n s  to w ard s th e  fexnenses o f  thp Prp<.M0„ f  i."SiSSŜ SSE,â3S2L*b•,—
• :  • $  } 'S

M r. 0 .  M asilam an i M odeliar (C h itto re)  . .. t  . a  2
B a b u  D in a n a tb  G an gu li (B erham pore)  . . .  ”  oe n ~
M r. R . W . N ich o lso u  (A den )  . . .  . . .  ”  t r  9 0------- . i u v u w j o u u  \jch ikiv j  . . .  , o r  n  n
M r. T). D . J  u ssaw ala  (B o m b a y)  .. .  ” £  x ' 2
M r. M a u n g m a n  S a w b w a g y i (M a n d a la y )  ”  f  [J [J

22n d , F e b ru a ry  1891. S . E . G o p a la c iia r lu ,
, , , __________ Asdti T rea su rer .

T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y :  I N D I A N  S E C T I O N .
. . G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ’s R e p o r t .

l i ,  n  m o st  im p o r ta n t c ircu la r  has b een  r e c e iv e d  from  M r. W illia m  O 
th e  G en era l S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  A m erica n  S ec tio n , which b ears th e  ■’
m e n d S n 11!  f h B x e c n ,t iv e  C om m ittee  o f th a t  S ectio n , ad d  a  s tr o n g  r e S

*  »  « s - s5v

w 3 . 1“ i' ' d * “ “ b™ d •*««■ °«

“ T lie  m om en t has n ow  arrived , h ow ever, w h en  a jo in t effort can  be m ade  
w h ich , if  en tered  in to  h ea r tily  b y  y o u , ou r b ro th ers o f an cien t A ry a v a rta , w ill  
h a v e  resu lts  o f in ca lcu la b le  va lu e , n o t o n ly  to  th e  p eop le  o f o u r section , b u t  
a lso  to  yo u rs. I  re fer  to  a sy s te m a tic  an d  d eterm in ed  ca rry in g  o u t o f th e  
seco n d  o b ject o f our S o c ie ty , the s tu d y  a n d  in ves tig a tio n  o f  an cien t re lig ion s  
a n d  sciences, a n d  the dem on stra tion  o f  th e ir  im portance. T h is  secon d  ob ject  
h a s o n ly  b een  a ttem p te d  to  be carried  o u t th r o u g h  th e  sp o rad ic  a r tic le s  
a n d  tra n sla tio n s  w h ich  have ap p eared  in  our m a g a z in es ; b u t  n o  w id e-sp rea d  
effort rea ch in g  to  and  a ffec tin g  e v e r y  m em b er in  th e  S o c ie ty  h as b een  m ade. 
T h is  sh o u ld  n ow  be u n d erta k en , an d  m y  p u rp o se  is to  prop ose  a  m eth o d  
w h ich , for  a su c c e ss fu l a ccom p lish m en t, n eed s b u t  you r ginoere aid*”

“ In  In d ia  th e re  has a lw ays b een  u n iv e r sa lly  h e ld  an assu red  b e lie f  in  
th o se  fo u n d a tio n  sto n es  o f T h eo so p h y — U n ity  o f a ll sp ir itd a l b e in g s , K arm a  
&nd R ein ca rn a tio n , an d  so in g ra in ed  in  th e  n a tio n a l m in d  th a t all a n c ien t  
sp ir itu a l l ite ra tu re  p resu p p oses th e ir  a ccep ta n ce . T h e ob ject o f th e se  
w r it in g s , th erefo re , in  y o u r  co u n try , is  n o t to  p rove th e se  d octr in es, b u t  to  
Bhow th e ir  fu ll  n a tu re  and  th e ir  m a n ifo ld  b ea r in g s  on life  an d  d u ty . 
S im ila r ly  w ith  a la r g e  c la ss o f o th e r  a n c ie n t wrorks d e a lin g  w ith  o th e r  
b ra n ch es o f p sy c h ic a l and sp ir itu a l la w  g o v e r n in g  th e  se n su o u s and  
su p ersen su o u s rea lm s. T h e fa cts  h a v in g  a lrea d y  fu ll  cred en ce , th e se  w ork s  
Expound th e ir  co n seq u en ces a lon g  v a r io u s  lin e s . N o w , w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  
o f som e few  b ook s tra n sla ted  w ith  m ore or le s s  a ccu racy  an d  for m a in ly  
l ite ra ry  p u rp o ses b y  W ester n  l in g u is ts , an d  a few  by H in d u s , v ery  l i t t le  o f  
th e  lite ra tu re  referred  to  has b een  ren d ered  in to  E n g lish , as th e  W e ste r n  
sch o la rs have, on  th e  one hand, b een  d esir o u s o f m a k in g  su ch  se lection^  
a s su ite d  th em  an d  tlie ir  p reco n ce iv ed  n o tio n s , and , on th e  o th er , a ll 
su ch  w orks h ave n o t been  a ccessib le  to  th em . A n d  th e  finan cia l resou rces o f  
th e  In d ia n  T h eo so p h is ts  h a v e  b een  in a d e q u a te  to  su ch  an u n d e r ta k in g  
as th a t  o f fu r n ish in g  tra n sla tio n s  free  o f c o s t  or o f h a v in g  th em  p r in te d  
an d  d is tr ib u te d  in  th a t  form  g ra tis . I t  h a s  a lso  b een  im p o ssib le  for  
M adam e B la v a tsk y  and Col. O lco tt to  o r g a n ise  su ch  an  effort, as sh e  h as  
b een  o v erw h elm ed  w ith  labor in  th e  p rep a ra tio n  of su ch  m o n u m en ta l w o rk s  
as th e  v o lu m e s o f th e  S ecret D o c tr in e , w h ich  are d estin ed  for  cen tu r ie s  to  
e n lig h te n  th e  W ester n  H em isp h ere , an d  he, in  h is  field  o f a d m in is tra tio n  and  
p erso n a l labor a m on g  th e  H in d u , C ey lo n ese , a n d  o th er  p eop les for th e  sa k e  of  
ou r S o c ie ty , has been  c ea se le ss ly  o ccu p ied .”

‘‘ In  brief, th e n , th e  In d ia n  S ec tio n  has in  it s  pow er to  fu r n ish  a m a ss  o f  
v a lu a b le  tra n sla tio n s  from  o ld  w ork s as w e ll as th e ir  ow n n a tio n a l in h e r ite d ’ 
th o u g h ts  u p on  T h eo so p h ica l to p ic s, and  a lso  a ccu m u la tio n s of v e r y  v a lu a b le  
fo lk lo re , and  correct in form ation  ab ou t y o u r  d a ily  life  and  h a b its . T h e  A m e r i­
ca n  S ec tio n  h as th e  n eed  for th e se  an d  th e  m ea n s to  d iffu se  them^ to  th a t  
p a rt o f th e  w orld  w h ich  it  m ay n a tu ra lly  in flu en ce . H ere  is th e  com p lim en ta ry  
g ela tion  th e y  su s ta in  in  th is  com m on w ork .”

“ B efore p a ss in g  to  th e  d e ta ils  o f m y  p ro p o sitio n , a  w ord  as to  y o u r  d u ty  
a n d  our d u ty  in  th e  m atter . W e  b e lie v e  in  a U n iv e r sa l B rotherhood . I f  a n y  
m em b ers o f th a t  g r e a t  fa m ily  p o sse ss  in fo r m a tio n  a ll requ ire, i t  is  th e ir  o b li­
g a t io n  as w e ll as th e ir  p r iv ile g e  to  sh are  i t  w ith  th e  rest. W h a t is  tr u e  of 
food  or c lo th in g  or tem p ora l r e lie f  m u s t  b e  far  m ore tru e  o f th o se  v e r it ie s  
c o n cern in g  sp ir itu a l in te r e sts  w h ich  are e s se n tia l to  r ig h t  th o u g h t, r ig h t  
action , and  r ig h t  life . T r u th s as to  th e  n a tu re  of m an an d  h is  d e st in y  are  
n o t a p r iv a te  p o ssess io n  to  be h oarded  an d  k ep t u n d er lock  an d  k ey , b u t a tr u st  
to  be ex p en d ed  w h erev e r  a h u n g r y  sp ir it  d em a n d s food, or a n a tion al n eed  
in v o k e s  su p p ly . I t  w a s a p ercep tio n  of th is  w h ich  led  th e  insp irers o f  
M adam e B la v a tsk y  to  sa n ction  and su p e r v ise  th e  o u tp o u rin g  o f r ece n t  
years, and  w h ich  n ow  su s ta in s  her in  h er  co n sta n t  effort to  lig h ten  th e  d a rk ­
n ess  o f th e  p resen t a g e . F urth erm ore, th e  p ro g ress o f th e  c y c le s  d em a n d s  
i t .  T ho W e s t  n eed s th e  u se  o f th e  sp ir itu a l in h er ita n ce , w h ich  is  in crea sed  b y  
i t s  free  e x p en d itu re  an d  lo st  b y  b e in g  h oard ed . A  p e r c e p t io n ^  th is  sh o u ld  
lea d  In d ia n  b reth ren  to  g iv e  forth  from  th e  ab u n dan ce of sp ir itu a l and  m eta ­
p h y s ic a l w ork s le f t  b y  th e  R ish is  an d  th e ir  com m entators, an d  A m erica n  
b reth ren  to  su p p ly  th o  m eans b y  w h ich  i t  m a y  bo w id e ly  d iffu sed . T h is  
w id e  d iffu sion  w ill  n o t on ly  fill th e  n eed s o f  a ll T h eo so p h ists  in  th a t regard,- 
b u t w ill do m u ch  to w a rd s in crea s in g  r e sp ec t a m on g  W ester n e rs for In d ia n

9



metaphysics,. science, and life, and "wholly counteract the false notions now 
prevalent.” #

“ There are among you many, very many, to whom Sanskrit and the 
vernaculars of India are abundantly familiar, and who are entirely 
competent to translate therefrom a selection of such works, treatises, 
bhashyas, excerpts, commentaries, &c., as would be instructive, edifying, and 
a really valuable contribution to theosophical literature.”

“ Of special value would be treatises upon tbe various questions con­
nected with Karma, Reincarnation, Devachan, Kama-loka, the path to 
liberation, and other matters practical as well as philosophical. There are 
also vast, stores of folklore upon any and every subjcct, all of which, while 
often overloaded with fantastical accumulations, nevertheless is founded 
upon some fact in nature or the life of man.”

. “ There are, again, treatises and smaller works upon the training ©f the 
individual in spiritual life. I  do not mean practical yoga, but the pure spiritual 
life, and I  exclude necessarily such books as Patanjali’s Yoga Philosophy, 
the Bagavat-Gita, and others which have already appeared in English. Theso 
and many others I  cannot enumerate, but which your thoughtful consideration 
will disclose, would enrich the libraries of every Branch in India and
America, and cprrespondingly benefit our members and your own. You can 
also correctly inform us about national habits, customs and life in all
departments for, as I  know personally, the religion of the true Hindu enters 
into all his acts.”

“ I f  these translations and papers are made and furnished to me, I  will 
cause them to be well printed in pamphlet form of a regular shape, every 
month or oftcner as occasion may require, and in quantity sufficient to 
distribute them freely to all our American members, and to send back to 
India enough to meet the needs there. My plan, further, is to make this a 
distinct department of the American work, giving, however, to the Indian 
Section, by means of a prominent heading to each paper, uniform throughout 
the series, full credit for the matter printed.”

“ M y desire among others is to give to the world the impression that
this wort is the united work of the entire Society.”

Mr. Judge concludes with the following word of caution :—
" Please bear in mind that I  do not tvant, to get 'papers of a labored character, 

vr in any way written to show learning > or with any untranslated Sanskrit words 
in  them, but plain , straightforward matter which is done in  sincerity and not 
fo r  mere show ”

I  des.ire most emphatically to urge upon all the members and the branches 
of this Section the immense importance of the work outlined by Mr. Judge 
and the urgent need of its being taken up systematically. I  had already 
begun to take steps in this direction before Mr. Judge’s circular reached the 
Head-quarters, and it came as a very welcome means of enlarging the 
sphere of this work, and of carrying it out in a manner which will relieve the 
Indian Section of a part of the pecuniary burden connected with it. I  there­
fore most* earnestly request all members and branches, who have an adequate 
knowledge of Sanskrit and the vernaculars, to communicate at once with 
me, stating what kind of work they are prepared to undertake.

I t  would greatly assist and facilitate the task before me, if thoso 
amongst our members, who are well acquainted with the literaturo existing 
both in Sanskrit and the vernaculars, would write tome giving the names 
of such treatises or works as they consider best worth translation, stating 
the length of the work, and giving some brief idea of the general character 
of its contents and scope. In  this way I  shonld be enabled to select for 
translation those works which are most important, and at the same time
I  earnestly beg every one who is taking part in this work to communicate 
to me at once, before commencing work, the name of the book or treatise 
he proposes to translate, in order that the duplication of the same work may 
be avoided, energy saved, and subsequent confusion prevented. I  desire to 
tender my most hearty and cordial thanks to Mr. Judge for the generous 
spirit in which the American Section has come forward in this matter, and 
to assure him and them that they shall have all tho assistance that syste­
matic, organised, and carefully conducted effort can ensure from myself and 
Tpay assistants. ' . 1
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marga Bodhmi. T«dWn Section office, the Branches of tho
two Assistant Secretaries in th.

f0n0M r gp T v renkatarama Aiyar has charge of correspondence with th*

following:
Adoni.
Allahabad.
Alligarh.
A m b a s u m u d r a i n .

A nantapur
Arrah.
Arcot.
Arni.
Baghulpur.
Baluchar.
Bangalore City* 
Bangalore Cantonm ent. 
Bankura.
Bara Banki.
Barisal.
Baroda.
Bhaunagar.
Beauleah.
behar.
Bellary 
Benares.

Bczwada.
B h o w a n i p u r .

Bolaram.
Bombay.
Bardwan.
Berhampore.
Bulandshahr.
Calcutta.
Calcutta (Ladies* T. S.) 
Cawnpore.
Chakdighi.
Chingleput.
Chinsurah.
Chittoor.
Chittagong.
Chota Nagpur- 
Cocanada.
Coimbatur.
Dacca.
Dehli.
Dindigul.Tl a J L M IH llg u i.

while m T t ?S.-Ganapathi Iyer takes the remainder, namely

Lahore.
Meerut.
Mozufferpnr#
M idnapur.
Nagpur. ^
Pahartali#
Palghat.
P aram akudi.'
Pondicherry.
Poona.
Rai Bareily.
Raj ah mun dry*
Rajmahal.
Rnngoon.
Rohilkund.
Saidpur.
Secunderabad*
Simla.
Surat. .
T ipperah.

C u m b a c o n u i n .

C u d d a l o r e .

C u d d a p a h .

D a r j e e l i n g .

D u m r a o n .

D u r b h a n g a .

Ellore.
Fattcgarrh ;
F y z e a b a d .

Gazcepur.

Gooty 
Gorukpur. 
G untur.
Gya.
Hyderabad.
H oslmngabadj
Howrah.
Jalpaiguri.
Jamalpore,
J e s so re .

Joypore. 
Jubbulpnr. 
Kanigiri. 
Kapurthalft. 
Karur. 
Karwar. 
Krishnagur. 
Kuch Behar. 
Kurnool. 
Lucknow,



M ad ras . > O o ta c a m u n d , ' S r iv i l l ip p u t tu r .
M adura. . • . . Orai. Tanjore.
M asulipatam,. Peria Kulam. Tinnevelly.
M ayavaram. Pollachi. T ripatur.
Monghyr. Rangoon. (I) Trichinopoly.
Moradabad. Rangoon. (S) Trevan dram.
M adderpoorah,,, Rawalpindi, Udum alapet.
N arail, Searsole. Vellore.
Negapatam* Seoni Chapra. Vizagapatam.
Nellore. Sholapore. Vizianagaram.
Noakhali. Siliguri.
Nyneo Tal. * Simla- (Eclectic.)

Mr. Venkatarama Iyer reports that during the past month he has open­
ed up correspondence with 18 fully active and 27 partially active branches, 
as also with 13 of those which arc classified in the last Convention report as 
inactive or dormant, as no returns or replies to the questions sent to them, 
could be obtained.

As it was thought desirable to write to as many members of each of the 
branches as possible, in accordance with the new scheme sketched out for 
the Indian Section, to rouse them to activity and induce them to place their, 
branches on a real working footing, some 80 long letters and an equal number 
of post-cards have been written to various scattered members. But many of 
tho branches being situated at great distances from the Head-quarters, 
the replies are somewhat slow in coming in; still many of those from whom 
we have heard state their appreciation of the new scheme, and pledge 
themselves to faithfully and earnestly endeavour to carry out the pro­
gramme laid down.

One of the greafc necessities in thc office has long been felt to be a com­
plete list of the members of the Socicty, and every effort is therefore being 
made to obtain as full and complete lists as possible. Full lists of mem­
bers have been received from tho following Branches :— -

Midnapur.
Moradabad.
Mozufferpur.
Nagpnr.
Negapatam.
Nellore.
Palghat.
Periyakulam .
Pondicherry.
Raja hmun dry.
Rajmahal.
Surat.
Tinnevelly.
Todabetta.

Adoni. Coimbatur.
Ambasamudram. Cuddapah.
A nantapur. Fategarrh,
Bangalore Cantonment, Jubbulpore.
Baukura, Kanigiri.
Behar. K arur.
Bellary. Kumbakonam.
BenareB. Kurnool,
Berhampore. . Lahore.
Bezwada. Madras.
Bombay. Madura.
Calcutta. Masulipatam*
Chittoor. Mayaveram.
Chingleput. Meerut.
Cocanada.

Copies of the Prasnottara, No. I, and of tho Indian Section Rules have been 
forwarded to each member of these Branches individually. Of the above, 
Nagpur, Chittoor, Adoni, Periyakulam, Kumbakonum, Coimbatur, Cuddapah 
and Bangalore Cantonment have been dealt with last month, so that the 
balance represents tbe progress made during February.

Prasnottara, No. I, and the Indian Section Rules have been sent to some 70 
unattached members, and on the whole probably 100 copies of Prasnottara 
and of the Indian Section Rules were sent out by Mr. Yenkatarama Iyer dur­
ing the past month.

Branch Work Paper, No. I, was sent early in the present month to all 
the branches classified in the last Convention report as active, i. e., all tho 
branches embraced in the 1st and 2nd classes on page 14 of the Convention 
report, and to some ten others classified under the third heading on page 15, 
as hitherto extinct or inactive, but which are now beginning to revive slowly.

About 100 copies of the reprint published by the Bombay Branch of Annie 
Besant’s article on the “ Theosophical Society and H. P. B.” in the December 
Lucifer have been sent out to as many members of the Socicty.

With regard to the branches under his charge, Mr. T. S. Ganapati Iyer 
reports that lie baa opened up correspondence with 22 branches of those

assigned to him, sending in each case copies of tho Prasnottara and tlio 
Indian Section Rules to each of thc members he corresponds with. Besides 
that he has written to 23 of tho branches classified as inactive in tho last 
Convention report, sending them P ra sn o tta ra , &c., and making inquiries with 
regard to the state of the branches, and suggesting various remedies for their

p r e s e n t j j aa 8Cllt leaflets and pamphlets, and he has also 
compiled an alphabetical list ot all persons who havo sent iu tlieir names as 
sympathisers, amounting up to date to about 200.

He has also written to a large number of members at present living 
in out-stations, whose names appear in some of the Branch-lists, to ascertain 
w h e t h e r  they wish to be placed on the Branch-lists or to be reckoned as 
u n a tta ch e d  m em bers. I  may take this opportunity of requesting all members who 
are no longer residing in tbe towns where the branches exist, to which they 
nominallyTjelong, to kindly notify me without delay whether they wish to be, 
placed on the u n a tta ch e d  list or to continue to belong to the branches in whose 
membership they are nominally included.

Tho following reports of his visit to Cuddapah and other places have 
been received from Mr. C. Kotaj^ya ; the account of his success at Cuddapah 
b e i n g  amply confirmed by a letter received on the 17th instant from Mr. A  
Nunjundappah, B .  A . ,  b .  l . ,  the Secretary, Tatwa Guana Theosophical Society, 
Cuddapah.

N e l l o r e .— Mr. C. Kottaya arrived here on the 11th January. The Secre­
tary of the branch was then absent at Madras. After his return, Mr. Kottaya 
delivered a lecture on Symbology on 24th idem before rather a small 
audience of about 26 people. Ou the 1st of February a meeting of tho 
branch attended by 7 of its members was held, in which Mr. Toko Jayaram 
Naidu (Huzur Sheristadar), who was up to the time an unattached member, 
■joined the branch and was elected President in placo of Mr. C. Kottaya, 
who had resigned. Mr. Jayaram accepted the efiice on the promise of every 
one of the members to work earnestly and sincerely for thc cause. It  was 
then resolved to enter upon a course of study, comprising the Secret Doc­
trine, the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Git/iaud the Theosophist, the first three 
to be expounded in Telugu, both for the benefit of the members and out­
siders, to engage tho services of two pandits for the elucidation of Thco­
sophical truths in Sanskrit works, to subscribe for the Lucifer, and to remit 
at once to the General Secretary of the Indian Section the sum of Rs. 20 
subscribed by its Secretary on behalf of the branch at the last Convention 
towards the expenses of the Society. Thon Mr. B. Yeerasami Aiyer, one of the 
members, requested Mr. C. Kottaya on behalf of the branch to arrange for 
a visit to the place by Mr. Keightley, the General Secretary of the Indian 
Section, intimating at the same time that tbe necessary funds to meet his 
travelling expenses would be raised by the branch as soon as they should 
bear from the General Secretary.

Mr. Kottaya then left for Cuddapah.
C u d d a p a h .— According to his programme Mr. C. Kottaya arrived hero 

on the 2nd February. A meeting of the branch, attended by 12 members 
and 2 sympathizers settled his plan of lecturing and visiting. Between the' 
3rd and the 6th February he delivered three lectures : (1) “ On the mode of 
interpretation of the Yedas and Puranas” in Telugu ; (2) “ The Septenary 
constitution of Man” in English (3); “ The improvement of tho moral tone of 
the Hindu population” in Telugu. Each lecture was attended by a rcspectablo 
audience of not less than 300 visitors. Mr. Kottaya also viRited six important 
native personages, accompanied by some members, gave them some tracts, 
explained to them the objects of thc Theosophical Society, and enlisted their 
sympathies on its behalf! spoke to an informal meeting of the branch mem­
bers, making suggestions as to tho conduct of branch meetings, the formation 
of a library, and the framing of some bye-laws, visited two sowcars and ex­
horted them to encourage the study of Sanscrit, and initiated a few members. 
Of the g e n t l e m e n  that Mr. Kottaya visited, one Mr. Jambulingam Pillai, H igh  
C o u r t  Yakil, deserves special mention. It  appears that many critical questions 
wero pnt by this gentleman to Mr. Kottaya as to thc naturo and objects nf 
tho Theosophical Society which, after a discussion of upwards of two hours,



were for tho most parb answered to hia satisfaction as he himself expressed it..* 
One large hearted gentleman, Mr. Nannumiah, has voluntarily offered the 
upper, story of his house for the meeting of the branch. The President 
of the branch, Mr. Durbha Vencatachala Sastrulu, is a Sanskrit Vedantin 
Pandifc of liberal views, capable of diving deep into the esoteric signification of 
the Yedas. He has undertaken to translate some of the Cantos of Bhagawatia 
from Sanskrit into Telugu in a popular style for the good of the Telugu 
population. It  would appear that the new correspondence scheme of the 
General Secretary has exerted a most salutary effect upon the progress of 
Theosopliy. Mr. Kottaya left the place on the Ot.h idem with the good wishes 
of the members, 5 of whom and tho Tahsildar, a warm sympathizer, accom­
panied him as far as the Railway Station, Rs. 5 have been subscribed by 
the Cuddapah Branch towards the expenses of Mr. C. Kottaya’s visit.

A n a n t a p u r , 16th February 1891.
In  regard to my work at Tadpatri, a part of which was communicated 

to you in my former letter, I  beg to observe that I  lectured there on 
“ Theosophy and the Theosophical Society” on the 9th at the premises of 
the Village Chavady (hall) before a considerable audience, composed of the 
Taluq, Revenue, Police and Postal officers and officials, including tho 
Tahsildar, Mr. M. Vijayaraghavalu Naidu Garoo, F. T. S., and the Mohatnedan 
Police Inspector, with some of his Constables. Chairs and benches were 
laid in the street before the chavady, the latter being used only as a raised 
platform to stand and lecture on. There was also a large gathering of merchants, 
traders and ryots. A ll classes, castes and races of people in the town were 
represented in tho audience. Order was kept by the Police. The lecture ‘ 
was heard with wrapt attention, though the audience was seated in the 
street. This was the first mass meeting I  addressed under tlie canopy of 
the heavens. I  cannot say how many attended, owing to the size of 
the place in which the audience were seated. I  distributed the Telugu 
leaflets at the beginning of the lecture, and gave a set of the English tracts 
and papers, about 13* to thc members of the Reading Room, who were present 
on the occasion. I  visited the said room thrice on tho previous days and con­
versed with some of its members, especially with the Taluq Sheristadar, one 
of them, who argued with me on matter and spirit from the stand-point of 
Western Psychology. Among the audience at the lecture referred to thero 
was a native Christian Missionary, who, at the conclusion of the lecture, said, 
that he concurs with me for the most part, and that though he differed with 
me on some points, he did not like to disturb the harmony and the minds of 
the audience by raising anyr questions at the time, but would be happy to : 
have his doubts removed by a private interview either at my quarters or tho 
Reading Room. The latter was selected, as some of the audience desired to be 
present at this discussion. A  long discussion of about two hours took place, 
the matter of contention being in regard to the past and future of the Ego. 
While admitting the eternity of the soul, he maintained that this was the 
only incarnation or birth it had, and that it was adjudged by God to be in 
hell or heaven after death, according to its demerit or merit. Like all dispu­
tations based on preconceived beliefs, the debate ended without anything 
being settled or concluded. It  seemed to me perfectly vain to enter into a ' 
debate with those who argue merely for the defence of their established 
faith, and vainer still with those who are paid for such defence.

A t the conclusion of tho lecture I  exhorted the people to institute a 
society of their own and investigate and study their Sastras and Puranas under 
the guidance of qualified pandits, if they could not join the Theosophical 
Society. I  advised that the Reading Room should be furnished with good 
books, and desired Mr. Vijiaraghavalu Naidu Garu to try and form a 
branch at Tatpatri. This gentleman, who presided on the occasion, ad­
dressed the audience, bringing in fresh matter on tbe subject lectured 
upon, and clpsed it, giviug a brief review of tbe life of our revered Madame 
Blavatsky. The whole audience seemed highly pleased with all that he> 
said. I  have never as yet seen any Chairman who presided on the occasion 
of any of my few lectures who spoke so zealously, exhorting the audience to 
.act in accordance with moral law, laying the objects and rules of the 
Society so precisely before them, and exemplifying them by his own conduct 
m life, as the above gentleman, who has the welfare v i thc masses at heart*

One of our energetic Kumbakonam members, Mr. K. Narainaswami Iyer, 
has paid visits to the Branches at Trivelur, Negapatam and Mayavaram, and 
has done admirable work in reviving them, exciting interest and putting them 
once oil a footing of active work. In  particular at Mayaveram his visit ha*, in 
my opinion, saved the branch there from final and complete extinction. He 
has also visited Tanjore and reports there is very considerable hope (of re­
viving the Branch in that place.

Another member of the Kumbakonam Branch has prepared an admirable 
four pagd leaflet on “ The Aims and Objects of Theosophy” for free distribu­
tion, and paid the expenses of printing 1,000 copies of the same. He also pro­
poses to translate and print it in Tamil.

Another free pamphlet containing the translation of Chapter 8 of the 
Bagavat Gita, with a commentary thereon, is also in preparation, and will be 
forwarded to each branch of the Society, and to any members who may 
notify me of their wTish to receive it, as also to sympathisers.

A  new branch is ready to be formed at Mannargudi, and I  propose to 
visit that place on March 1st for the purpose of formally inaugurating it.

The following reports have been received from the Branches as men­
tioned :

C U D D A P P A H .
29 th January 1891.

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

Your printed circular letter dated 24th January 1891 to hand. As you 
ask us to report on theosophic matters, 1 beg to submit fur your information 
what we have been doing since our return from the last Convention.

I  attended the last Convention with my friend and brother M. Subra- 
maniam. At the Convention we were deeply impressed by the “ wretched help ” 
which the Indian Branches have been rendering to our sacred cause. Wo 
tried to think of some plan by which we could revive the interest of tho 
members in the local branch and mako it an active working centre. With 
this object in our view we have been steadily working iu the following 
manner. »y

We spoke to tho individual fellows of the T. S., informing them of 
what had happened at tlie Convention, and gave them a copy of the report 
for their perusal. We obtained ten copies of the General Report of 15th 
Convention and Anniversary of the T. S., and distributed tho copies among the 
fellows and sympathisers, and requested them to read them. We sent one 
copy to a fellow at Madanapalle and enquired of him by letter if he could 
exert himself to form a branch there, as Madanapalle is the Head-quarters 
of a Sub-Collector ; it has a District Munsiff, Tahsildar, Taluq Sheristadar 
and some Pleaders, School-masters, aud, afc such a place, is well fitted for the 
formation of a branch. A  copy was sent to the Sub-Registrar of Jamala- 
maduguwho sympathises with Theosophy. We have also sent copies of tho 
report, to Proddatoor, Jamalamadugu and PuliVendla.

A  special meeting of the fellows and sympathisers of this place was con­
vened on the 25th inst. Fifteen gentlemen were present. Of these six were 
fellows and the remaining gentlemen were sympathisers. An interesting 
account of the last Convention and the progress of Theosophy in Europe and 
America was given by us. The result of this was that the following gentle­
men joined our Society :

A. Aswathanarayanayya, B .  a ,

T. M. Munis wamy Iyer, B. A.
Y. Padmanabhaiab.
N. Lakshiminarsu.

These gentlemen have filled up the application forms and returned them 
to us. The entrance fees have not been paid up as yet. None of them, except 
the last gentleman, are rich people. They promise to pay by instalments. 
There is no provision for a contingency like this in thc rules. Still we thought 
it best to allow them to join, to retain their applications with us here and 
without forwarding them to the Head-quarter’B office, until the entrance 
fees are completely collected. I  believe 1 can follow this procedure, subject 
to your approval, _  ; ;



The Head-quarter Police Inspector of this place and two other gen­
tlemen promised to join our Society. Two more gentlemen in tlie Mofussil have 
also promised to join. The gentleman who presided on the occasion when 
y.ou last visited this place and lectured, has asked for an application and a 
copy of the rules*, and promised to join us very soon. This gentleman is a distin­
guished graduate of the Madras University and the energetic Head Master 
of the Local Municipal High School. We are quite sure that this gentleman 
will join us. If  he does this, he will really be a valuable acquisition to our 
cause.

All the above shows an actual revival of interest in theosophic mat­
ters. We sincerely hope thaD it is a genuine and real revival and will 
ere long bear good results.

The ten application forms received from the Head-quarters are almost 
exhausted. Twenty more forms are required.

A t a subsequent meeting held on February 3rd the following Resolutions 
were passed:—

“ 1. Resolved.— that the Cuddapah Theosophical Society be hereafter 
known as the Tatya Gnana T. S., Cuddapah.

2. Resolved.— that every member of the Branch shall pay a subscrip­
tion of nob less than four annas every month and that half the collections 
shall be remitted to the General Secretary, Indian Section, towards the 
expenses of the Section.”

A ll of us hope and will be very glad indeed to receive you in Cuddapah 
at your earliest convenience,

A. N a n j u n d a p p a i i ,

Secretary.

[MADURA.
1CHh February 1891.

The Branch Theosophical Society at this place has not been in a 
good working order for some time past. After the formation of the Section, a 
new spirit seems to have flowed into it. Seven members of the branch met on 
the morning of the 8th, chose office-bearers for the year 1891, framed rules 
for the better working of the branch, and have earnestly set to work 
systematically. Mr. Narayanaiyar, the Secretary of the branch, who has such 
a large heart for theosophy, has very high hopes with regard to the future 
of the branch.

M A S U L IP A T A M .
The Masulipatam Branch is doing very good work. Most of the members 

are earnest and .they are regularly holding weekly meetings and getting 
the Bhagavat Gita read and explained to them by a Sanskrit pandit engaged 
by the branch. A caste girls’ school has been opened by the exertions of tlie 
worthy President of the branch, where religious education is being imparted 
to young 13rahmin girls. M. R. Ry. V. Sundararamiya Pantulu Garu, the 
first President and founder of the branch, who had been away from the place 
for two years meanwhile on an official transfer, has just been reappointed 
Registrar of the District, and it is a happy thing to hear that in the course of 
his official tour he does not lose sight of any opportunity which would, without 
prejudice to his official duty, enable him to weed away the effects of Christian 
influence which has been so badly rife in these parts.

T IN N E V E L L Y .
This Branch was really inert and has had actually no existence for the 

past few years. The correspondence established according to the new scheme 
seems to have produced some effect. The few resident members of the 
branch at once met and arranged for meetings twice a week— one a formal 
business meeting of the members alone, and the other a general meeting of tbfe 
members as well as sympathisers. Sometime after a meeting was held, and 
there were six sympathisers present, graduates, who attended the meeting 
besides membors of the branch. The wise President, Mr. T. A. Ananta- 
raraaiyar Avergal, opened the meeting with a short address on Theosophy, its 
objects and ths history of the founders, H e also mads some impression, on

the audience by dwelling at some length on the doctrines of Karma and Rem- 
carnation, by explaining the first 20 slokas of the Bagavat Gita, in Tamil, 
and read out to the hearing of all present Mr. Keightley’s lecture in America 
about Theosophy and its objects. The meeting then dispersed.

B A N G A L O R E  CAN T O N M EN T  T. S.
hth February 1891.

Texts bearing on the cardinal principles of Theosophy, in the form of 
a series of lessons for the use of children attending Sunday schools in America, 
are being reprinted here at the cost of our Branch Society for a free and wide 
circulation for the school-going population of Bangalore. We have already 
published a Canarese translation of the “ Aryan Morals.”

B E L L A R Y  B R A N C H  T. S.
8th February 1891.

A  special meeting of the Bellary Branch was convened on the 8th February 
for reading and discussing the Paper No. 1, “ Branch Work,” and there were 
40 present,— both members and non-members included. As some of them did 
not know English, Rai Bahadhur A. Sabapathy Moodeliar, the President, 
explained the purport of the paper in Telugu, and while commenting upon 
the subject, Mr. Moodeliar was pleased to remark that a man, as a superior 
animal, in contradistinction to other animals, should give his thoughts to 
Theosophical subjects to show that he is superior to animals, and said that 
nothing else makes the difference between man and animals, and thus exhort­
ed the people to theosophical study and work. When I  had finished reading 
the paper, Mr. K. Venkatarao, F. T. S., a leading member of the Local bar, 
came up to me and requested me to get him as early as possible a copy of 
the “ Secret Doctrine,” for which I  order by this mail. This is, I  think, the 
direct and immediate effect of making him hear about Theosophy. Such a 
reading of “ papers” as has been proposed and attempted will, in my humble 
opinion, do good to our cause and give it the necessary impetus. The Bellary 
Branch further has begun to translate “ Light on the Path” into Telugu 
and to publish it in "  The Sanmarga Bodhini,” with a view to have ifc 
republished in a form for sale.

B E H A R  T. S.
B a n k i p u r ,  10th Feby. 1891.

Resolved,—  ' i i ̂  i -n,
V.— That Babu Purnendu Narayan Smha be te-elected as President, 

Babu Jogesh Chandra Banerjee as Secretary, and Babu Mohan Chandra 
Ghose as Treasurer of this Branch for the year 1891.

V I.— 1That Babu Haran Chandra Mitra be elected as the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Branch for the year 1891.

J O G E S H  C h E N D R A  B A N E R J E E ,

Secretary.

S U R A T  T. S. ;
The Surat Branch is entering upon a new period of activity and deve­

lopment, thanks to the presence of Brother C. L. Peacocke in that place. He 
has set to work systematically to organise regular open meetings, to train the 
members to think for themselves, and to discuss theosophical subjects in a 
manner both valuable to themselves and interesting to the sympathisers who 
freely attend the weekly meetings. In  addition he has established a special 
class for the study of the Secret Doctrine, which meets twice a week, in order 
that, whenever the necessities of the service call him elsewhere, he may leave 
behind him a nucleus of earnest students, sufficiently advanced to assist and 
guide other members uf the branch in their studies. By this means tho 
future activity and vitality of the branch are ensured,and one of our greatest 
difficulties, i.e., the constant transfers of our best men from place to place on 
G o v e r n m e n t  Bervice, will be deprived of much of its power to paralyse a 
branch.

I  regret to have to record the death of Babu ITil Mahul Bannerji of 
Oawnpur, of whom Col. Olcott spoke to me in the highest terms, as a man of 
infinite charity, earnestness and devotion to the good of his fellow-creatures.

1 0



The Muzufferpore Branch notify me thafc the following have been 
eledfced as officers for l891:— r • , ( ?ii* ‘ " • • ' r •>

. 1 i' i President i— Babu Poorna Chundra Mitter,
.5Secretary ^Shyana Ohu^u Barierjea, m > a . ,  b .  l .

The Adhi Bhoutio ‘Bhratra Theosophical, Society of Berhampore has 
elected Babu Dina Nath Ganguli, Provincial Secretary, Theosophical Society 

for North-Eastern India, as * President? in - succession' to Babu Sabkouri 
Mukerji.' v - •

r^The Madura Branch have elected Mr. T. Sadasiviangar as their President.

The following is the Financial Report for fche past month.
* i Amount received U p  to 31st of January and acltnow- “  

ledged in the Theosophist, February 1891 • ...
Ambasamudram Branch, sale proceeds of Mrs.

Besant’s pamphlets ..{ v*.
D o .v Do. Manager, Theosophist ... ...
Dewan Bahadur S. Subramatiia Aiyar 
Mr. Manoharlal (Jubbulpore) •*> »’ ... ...
Surat Branch T. S*r ‘ J
Entrance fees and annual subscription of Mr. J. D . D .
?Babu Dinanath Ganguli (B&rhampdre)‘ ' - ...J 1 •
Entrance fee of Di C. C. (UiYtballa)
V Do. • • do. Mr. M . (Surat)' ... ...
Mr. 0. Sambiah (Myldpore) his subscription for Feb.
8 , E. Gopala Ghatlu, his balance of subscription : 1 ...

'Jubbulpore TJS* contribution towards iPmsno^ara 
’ expenses ' .*•. «• A." ♦ - l * ...
Madras Branch T. S. ... ... ... ,,,
Mr. R. W ;  Nicholsbn (Aden) ...
Lieiifc. C: L. Peacocke (Surat)
Entrance feed and Annu&l subscription of Mr. K .N  ...
Kanigiri Branch T. S. ... ? ' ..; "
Entrance fees of Messrs. A . V . and A. R.
Gooty Branch Ti S. »*■ ...• ... , f4
From the Secretary, Bombay Branch.

Mr. M. K. Doctor , 7.* ...Rs. 7 0 0
B. E. Unwala • •1 99 5 0 0
K. M. Shroff • • • 99 3 0 0

9» H. D f Santook ... 3 0 0
»» D. P. Katwal (Karachi) ••• 99 2 0 0

Dr. J. P. Nanavafci ... V, • • « 99 2 0 0
Mr. M. D. Shroff, ••• 99 2 0 0

Messrs. 0. D. Daver (Ahmednagar), 
r r S. Enhaswollftj V. D. Path are,

A. H. Khanvatta, R. M. Mob- 
bedji, P. D. Mehta, S. F. Madan 
and Dr, T. R. Bonesetter @Re. 1 
eachr * - .  i#l v ,..i i. 8 0 0

Mr. Y. Sundararamiah (Masulipatam) .... ....
N. Pajnigar (Shikarpur), (annual subscription 
A. Nanjundappa, Secretary Guddappah Branch-— 
Entrance fees . i . .»♦ ![!.: : ... !
r Do., contribution towards the travelling 
expenses of the Inspector . r :;

Mr. A.jMahadeva Sastri (Nellore)
Entrance fee of Mri Yi S. (Kolar)
Mr„D, R. Balaji Row (Triplicane)..* * iit

Y. Srinivasa Row (Kolar) , , ...
„ T, Somasundra Modeliar (M asulipatam), annual 

subscription 
Rai Baroda Prasad Basu Bahadur (Bezwada)
Mri C j  R: Srinivasa Iyengar (Cnmb&co'nam)..
>, j Ramjee Mai (Muttra) Entrance fees of 6 members

1-. • c' • ' . I S I •!;; ; ,.

Rs. A . p.
1,021 8 0

5 8 0
6 0 0

50 0 0
• 5 0 0

8 0 0
11 0 0
25 0 0
11 0 0
11 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0

5 0 0
450 0 0
- 25 0 0
15 0 ' 0
11 0 0
25 0 0
20 0 0
25 0 0

32
10

2

5
5

10
10
20

2
10
5

60

0 0 
0 0 
0 0

20 0 0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

Rs. a . p.
Bengal Theosophical So^ety (Calcutta) ... Mi 20 0 0
Sankara Narrain (annual dues) ' lM 2 0 0

Total Rs. 1,953 ' 0 0

Expenditure in  January and February i$91. ' 1
Rs. A , r.

Salaries ... ... #M 10 7 6
Printing: and paper ... 128 14 0
Travelling expenses of Mr. Kotayya 
Postage, including stamps, cards, postage on in­

sufficiently stamped covers, &c.

' 50 0 0

135 7 0
Furniture, fitting, stationery and sundries ... 90 12 0

415 8 6
Balance in Bank 1,075 0 0

„ cash in the chest ... "462 7 6

Total Rs.
1 . - . i

(11.; . ' i .*» (d

1,953 0 0

In reference to the above, I  desire to renew my acknowledgments to the 
Bombay Branch, whose generous contribution to our funds now amounts in all 
to Rs. 452, and also to express my sense of the kindness with which the Madras 
Branch has, on the request bf our President-Founder, handed over the sum 
of Rs. 450 from its accumulated funds towards the expenses of the Section. 
It  only remains for the numerically stroDg Bengal T. S. of Calcutta, which 
includes more well to-do men than our Bombay Branch, to follow their good 
example. That it will do so, I  cannot doubt, as it would be a shame and 
disgrace to the Calcutta Branch to fall behind the other Presidency towns in 
devotion to fche spiritual welfare of India.

I  have also to acknowledge with grateful thanks the receipt of 1500 
copies of leaflets and tracts on Theosophy for free distribution with which 
the Bombay Branch has most kindly furnished me.

N O T IC E .

Prasnottara, No. 2, has ju st been sent off in bulk to the Secretaries of each of 
the Branches named as having sent in lists of their members, fo r  distribution to 
them. Any member not receiving his copy in due course will kindly notify the 
fact to me by a post card.

B e b t k a m  K e i g h t l e y ,

General Secretary.

S K IN S ,  IN  M E D IT A T IO N .
Mr. Ewen, F. T. S., writes from Tobago
In  “ Sorcery in Science,’’ by Mrs. Kingsford, p. 418, Vol. X I  of The 

theosophist, it is stated fchafc “ The Taigheirm w as an infernal magical sacri­
fice of cats,” &c. *

Whafc language fchis word “ Taigheirm'’ used by Mrs. Kingsford belongs fco 
1 know nofc; bufc it has a very strong resemblance to an ancient Scottish Gaclic 
occult term for quite another, and a very much less infernal operation, which 
TOR7nr « ™nt7Cr°st to y?Vr rcadcr*> Dalyell’s “ Superstitions of Scotland,” 
p. 4 9 t) . ± a g h a im ,  Gailic. (Ta=  a ghost : ghaire= fco evoke, call upon). The 
querist was wrapped in a-cow’s hide, his headalon^ f^maining f̂ ee, and



carried by assistants to a solitary spot, or left under the arch formed by the 
projected water of a cataract, where he continued during night, while other 
beings seemed to flit around him, he received inspiration from them which 
he delivered as an oracular response to his comrades on the day.”

(This quotation is from a note book, and so may not be word-perfect, bufc 
the gist of the matter is in it.)

This use of skins does nofc seem to have been confined to the Celts, as I  
have another note to the effect thafc “ querists at the oracle of Amphiaraus in 
Attica, were required to offer him, amongst other things, a ram, on fche skin of 
which they were to sleep and see their destiny in a dream.”

Perhaps the Indian Yogi’s Black buck skin may have a similar reason 
for its use ?

C U R IO U S  E X P E R IM E N T .

To t h e  E d i t o r .  Perhaps the following simple experiment may be of 
interest fco some of your readers; and if any of them have investigated the 
phenomenon, I  should be grateful for an explanation.

Take a lighted candle into a dark room, and holding it a few inches 
below the eyes and away from the face wave it gently to and fro; now note 
the image that is projected on to fche air in front.

This image closely resembles the diagrams of the lobes of the brain one 
sees in works on anatomy. Is  it really a reflection of parfc of the brain F If  
nofc, whafc is it ? Why should the picture disappear when you stop waving 
the candle to and fro ?

Yours,
C. L. P e a c o c k e ,  C, E. S.

Camp, Suralt

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

A P R I L  1 8  9 1 .

C O L O N EL  O LCOTT’S A U S T R A L A S IA N  V IS IT .

We have news of the President; up fco the 13th March, on which day his 
Steamer, the “ Oceana,” reached K ing George’s Sound and called in at 
Albany. The voyage out was very calm and enjoyable, nofc a single[storm 
Iiaving been encountered. The moisfc heafc of Ceylon seemed fco extend itself to 
degrees below the Equator, and the cabins were so stifling that Col. 0. slepfc 
on deck unfcil the S. E. trade-winds were reached, when the air turned 
so fresh thafc he was glad to turn in below. By particular request, he lectur­
ed on the evening of the 12th March on “ The Essence of Buddhism” to a 
numerous audience of the first and second saloon passengers, and was warrnly 
applauded. The Chairman, Mr. J. T. Wilshire, M. P. of tho Sydney Parlia­
ment, expressed fche thanks of the company in very felicitous terms afc tho 
close. The President defined fche essence of Buddhism to be common-sense, 
its salient features justice, high morality, a noble idenl of man and of life, and 
a benevolence which recognizes all the races of mankind as akin and teaches 
us to be kind to the whole animal kingdom.

T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y  IN  CEYLO N .
P r e s i d e n t ’s  O f f i c e ,  C o l o m b o ,  March 3rd, 1891.

L
The practical working of the scheme of a Ceylon Section of the Theoso­

phical Society having proved unsatisfactory to me, even in the modified form 
in which it was constituted, I  do hereby suspend the Charter of the Section 
until my return from Australia, when 1 shall endeavor to group the Branches 
in a way more practicable, because more consistent with the purely Bud­
dhistic nature of the work in fchis Island. Meanwhile, the Branches shall be 
given the opportunity of expressing their preferences in the matter, and 
their officers may correspond with me through the channel hereinafter desig­
nated.

1L
Dr. J. Bowles Daly having kindly placed his resignation of the General 

Secretaryship in my hands when lasfc afc Adyar, and expressed his readiness 
to relieve me of all embarrassment on his account, I  hereby accept his resig­
nation and abolish the office until its resuscitation may become necessary 
hereafter. I  avail myself of the opportunity to thank Dr. Daly for the energy 
and zeal he has displayed while occupying an official position in the Society.

H I .
Pending future arragements, I  depute to Mr. G. P. Weeresakara tho 

duty of an Assistant Secretary. He will correspond with the Branches, 
bring their wishes and wants to my notice, supply blanks to candidates for 
membership, and receive in my name any sums offered or collected for the 
use of Head-quarters T. S. He is authorized to defray his office expenses 
incurred in this work out of any available fund of the Theosophical Society, 
or, such failing, to demand the same of the Recording Secretary at Adyar.

Dr. Daly’s appointment of General Manager of Buddhist schools and 
official correspondent with the Governmenfc in such matters, continues in 
force, and I  enjoin upon all T. S. Branches to give him their cordial support 
in the working out of his plans. Provided, however, that I  disapprove of 
the attempt to found Technical schools until a very much larger sum is 
available than Dr. Daly has thus far been able to collect. The scheme was 
attempted without consultation with me or my knowledge or consent. The 
idea is very noble, it has been worked out by Governments in Europe wifch 
entire success, and it would unquestionably be productive of the greatest 
good to Ceylon, But to attem pt it with a luud of a fcw hundred rupees is,



in ray judgment, unwise, and I  shall not allow my name to be used in aid oE 
ifc on the lines now laid out. Villages which have contributed to the present 
Fund are requested to signify their wishes. Should they so authorize me, 
I  shall be happy to divide the money between the Buddhist schools in tho 
Central Province, where the money was collected.

H. S. O l c o t t ,  P. T. S.

T H E  P R E S ID E N T  IN  CEYLO N .
We hear from Ceylon thafc the President Founder has had his Digest 

of Buddhism, translated into Sinhalese and submitted for approval to 
Sumangala, Maha Nayaka, and Waskaduwe Subhuti, Terunnausc, tho 
learned priest to whom Prof. Fausboll dedicated one of his books, and both 
pronounce it acceptable. A  conference of a few of tlie principal priests 
of Ceylon was to meet Col. Olcott at the Theosophical Hall, in Colombo, on 
the 25th ultimo to discuss and, if approved, sign the important document.

The President Founder’s fortnight of respite before sailing for Sydney 
W a s  to be fully taken up with local Society business.

The undermentioned priests have signed Colonel Olcott’s Digest in 
token of their approval :—

High Priests of Aswiri and Malwatte Viharas at Kandy— who outrank 
all others, those temples being ancient royal foundations; H. Sumangala, 
Maha Nayaka, High Priest of Adam’s Peak and Galle and Principal of 
Yidyodaya College; W. Subhuti; who collectively represent all the learning 
of the Sinhalese priesthood, and the list was made by Col. Olcott from his 
personal knowledge of the parties.

H E A D -Q U A R T E R S .
The Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledge receipt of the following 

sums received during the month of March 1891:—
H e a d - Q u a r t e r ’ s  F u n d .

Yiscount Pollington (Surrey) ... £  1 1 0
Mr. W. Q. Judge, Gen. Secy.
American Section, a draft for ... £  15 9 5
(vide below) ... Total £ 16 10 5 ... 226 3 9

Diploma Fees of 83 members ... $ 41*50
. Charter Fees ; Willamette T. S. Memphis T. S. ;

Indra T. S. ; Iron City T. S. ; Annie Besant T. S . : @  $ 5 each— $25. 
Mr. R. L. Scannell $ 4*00 ; Miss L. D. Burland 

$ 2*00 ; Mr. Franklin Saunders $ 2*00; Mrs.
Isabell M. Mitchell $ 1*00 : Total $ 75*50 or £  15-9-5
, Mr. Me’ Giffin (Chefoo) his donation and entrance 

fees, draft for Rs. 50 cashed for ... • . ... 49 12 0
L i b r a r y  F u n d .

Mr. C. vQam biah , his subscription for February... ... 5 0 0
A n  F. T. S., March subscription towards the pay of

the Referee and Asst. Pandit ... ... 5 0 0
Mr. K. Sundararaman (Kumbaconum) ... 10 0 0

S. E. G o p a l a  c h a r l u ,

26th March 1891. -----------  Assistant Treasurer.
COL. OLCOTT’S H O L ID A Y  E X P E N S E S .

Mr. S. J. Amarasoorya (Quilon)
Rai Dhanpat Sing Bahadur, &c., Balucbc 
Maharaja Bahadur Sir J. M. Tagore 
Mr. Anantaroy Nathjee Mehta (Kundla)
Mr. Y. Coopoosawmy Iyer (Sholinghur)
Mr. Sivadatta Pandd (Chahrata)
British Section T. S., two Bank of Engla 

£ 10 each—
Mrs. E. a draft for £  30 cashed for 
Rai B. P. Basu Bahadur (Bezwada)
Mr. Y. Sundararamiah (MasidiyataAn)

„ W. R. Old (London) 1 guinea Ml

RS. A. V.
.., 5 0 0
Branch 23 12 0
• * • ... 100 0 0
• • • 77 0 0

18 14 0
•. • 1 0 0

d Notes of
£ 2 0 .

... 412 15 6
»•« 10 0 0
... 10 0 0
»• • 14 6 0
s. E. G o p a l a c u a h l ij ,

T i ’vcm w ' A

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IET Y , IN D IA N  SECT IO N.
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ’ s  R e p o r t .

During the past month the General Secretary has been absent from 
Head-quarters for over a fortnight. On February 26, he left by the evening 
train on his way to Mannargudi to open a new Branch at that place, which 
has been formed through the energy and devotion of Mr. A. Nilakanta bastn, 
the President of the Kumbaconum T. S., who has recently been transferred 
to thafc station. On the evening; of Saturday, the 28th, he delivered a le(;^l!e 
in the School-house at Mannargudi, and on Sunday formally opened the 
branch. Another lecture was given before he left, and tho remainder oi t le 
time was occupied in conversation with various inquirers and the new mem­
bers of the branch. From Mannargudi he went to Tmivalur, where two 
lectures were given, which resulted in a number of gentlemen joining the 
S o c i e t v  and applying for a Charter to constitute a branch, the issue of which 
has already been sanctioned by the Executive Committee. On Wednesday, 
March 4,he went on to Negapatam,lectured there that e v e n i n g  andtne tollow- 
ing morning, and left during the afternoon for Tanjore, whero he lectured tho 
same evening. The following day was occupied in conversations with vari­
ous people aud in another lecture to a crowded audience in the evening on 
the subiect of “Vedanta Philosophy.” Starting on Saturday for Kumbaconum, 
he lectured in the Porter Town Hall that evening, aud again on the tollow­
ing day, starting on Monday for Mayavaram, where he lectured on Monday 
night, and reached Adyar on Tuesday evening. After disposing of the 
business accumulated during his absence, he started on Saturday morning 
to pay a long promised visit to the Bangalore Branch in celebration o i s 
anniversary. A  brief report of the proceedings during his stay there will bo 
found under the head of Branch Reports.

Mr. P. R. Venkatrama Iyer reports as follows
The correspondence with branches and unattached members is becom­

ing very interesting, and judging things from their present appearance, the 
Branches under my charge will really become centres of useful activity, 
though some of them are already so. Members who took no interest in the 
branch meetings and never attended them, and whose names were con­
sequently excluded from the branch lists by the Secretaries, are now corres­
ponding with me, pledging fidelity to the cause and earnestness to the 
Branch work, and many gentlemen of high social and intellectual position 
have opened correspondence with me. They appreciate the new scheme of the 
Indian Section work, and promise to do all that they can, and as a sign of 
this it may be perceived that the number of unattached members has risen 
to 250 from 70 in the last month. A  printed circular was sent to as many 
as about 400, and even from the most unexpected quarters, I  receive letters of 
sympathy and a p p r e c i a t i o n  of the Prasnottara series. The following branches 
have sent their lists, in addition to those named last month, and Prasnottara 
Nos. 1 and 2 with a copy of the Rules and of the Theosophical Society and of 
ifes*Indian Section have been sent to them :—

Allahabad, Arrah, 13alucliar, Bhavnagar, Chota Naspur, Poona, Saidpur, 
Secunderabad, Rai Bareilly, Simla, Tipperah, Chittagong and Baroda.

The Allahabad Branch, which was classified in the list of the most 
inactive branches, is now regaining its former strength, as its resolution pub­
lished elsewhere will show. I  have also corresponded with many unattachcd 
members, requesting them to form branches and work collectively instead of 
pimply remaining isolated, and the responses I  have received show that 
branches will be formed in course of time. " Branch work” Paper No. 2 has 
been sent to all the branches, and acknowledgments of its receipt and tho 
report of the effects produced by the reading are corning in ono by one.

The Secretary of the Bombay Branch writes to me that, owing to tho 
transfer of Brothers Peacocke and Beale to Bombay, tho local branch has 
acquired new strength. A  section for the systematic reading of “ The Secret 
Doctrine” at least twice a week, other than tho usual branch meetings, is in 
course of formation. The Secretaries of the Bangalore Cantonment Branch, 
Bellary, Surat, Nagpur, Bombay and some other branches are keeping up 
prompt and useful communication, and I  request that the other branches also 
will do fche same and make my duty more pleasant and useful*



Mr. Ganapati Iyer reports that lists of tbeir members havo been received 
from the following Branches: Jamalpur, Guntoor, Ellure, Gorakhpur, Jal- 
pagiri, Gya, Hoshangabad, Dumraon, Kapurthala, Trevandrum, Durbhunga, 
Trichinopoly, Darjeeling, Seonichapra; and that he has sent a copy of the 
Indian Section Rules with Prasnottara Nos. 1 and 2 to each member indivi­
dually. Branch work Papers Nos. 1 and 2 have also been sent to the Secre­
tary of each. He has received in all lists from 32 of the Branches under his 
charge and reports that work is progressing satisfactorily on all sides.

M r .  C. K o t a y y a ’s  T o u r .

Gooty.— Mr. Kotayya arrived here on the 18th ultimo. He visited somo 
influential gentlemen, theosophists and non-theosophists, and distributed to 
each of them some tracts and pamphlets. On the 19th, 21st and 22nd he 
gave a series of lectures, the last of which delivered in Telugu on * How to 
worship God/ was attended by an audience of about 200. With regard to the 
branch at this place,now consistingonly of five members,Mr. Kotayya observes 
that “ the importance of the branch has, however, to be measured rather by tho 
work done by its President andSecretary than by its numerical strength. They 
are concerned with nearly every social, religious, educational and philan­
thropic movement not only affecting that particular place, but the other 
Telugu districts and even the country to some extent.’’ Mr. Kotayya adds, 
that he has u never seen as yet in the branches visited more public-spirited 
men than they.” A  Sanskrit Anglo-Telugu school, maintained by subscrip­
tions and donations collected by the members from among themselves and 
others, deserves mention as being under the direct management of the branch. 
The school is located in a building owned by the branch and has a fund of 
Rs. 800. The President of the branch is also doing good in another way, i. e.f 
by the writing and publication of useful Telugu works. These are: 1̂) the 
status of the Brahmins in ancient times and their deterioration; (2) Aryan 
6ystem of charity with quotations from Srutis, Smritis and Puranas; (3) 
Aryan system of marriage ; (4) Cow-killing, being a translation of the late 
Swami Dyanand Saraswati’s work. It  may be observed in passing that this 
President as well as the President of the Kanigiri Branch have both patron­
ized the translation of theMahabarata into Telugu from the Santiparvam to the 
end, now being undertaken by our worthy brother Pandit Durbaka Venkata- 
chella Sastriyar, President of the Cuddapah Branch. It  will be issued in 
monthly parts from April next, the annual subscription being Rs. 6 for 
subscribers, or a total sum of Rs. 40 for patrons. A t the end of his last 
lecture a proposition was brought forward and carried, which indicates to 
some extent the effects expected to flow out of the lecture. The gentlemen 
present struck with the usefulness of such a missionary work and the good 
results it is expected to turn out, if carried on permanently, requested our 
local respectable Pandit, the retired Tahsildar, who also made some useful 
observations at the end of Mr. Kotayya’s lectures, to undertake a course of 
weekly lectures in Telugu, to which he kindly consented, and the Secretary of 
the branch has promised to make all convenient arrangements for the same. 
Mr. Kotayya observes that such system, if adopted in every branch, may turn 
out much good. After a short stay here Mr. Kotayya left for Bellary.

Bellobry.— Mr* Kotayya arrived here on the 24th ultimo. A  few days wero 
spent by him in paying his visits to some influential local personages, 
theosophists and non-theosophists. In  his conversation with the people in 
general, it appears that two or three important questions had cropped up, 
which he seems to have disposed of satisfactorily. His explanation of the true 
rationale of the caste system, the removal of certain misconceptions concern­
ing the Theosophical Society with regard to its attitude towards the Hindu 
social and religious institutions, his discourse on Adwaitism, treating of ifc 
on the lines of practical theosophy in contrast to the exclusiveness of a 
certain class of Adwaitees, a sort of self-salvationists who would find all 
happiness in isolation, and his clear exposition of the aim of human evolu­
tion to combine metaphysical as well as ethical sublimity, have produced a 
most salutary effect on lhe enlightened Bellary audience. He lectured on
* Sanmarga/ ‘ The effects of Modern Civilisation,’ and ‘ Black and White Magic* 
at the premises of the Sanmarga Samaj cfti the 28th ultimo, 1st and 2nd 
instant* before an audience of 70 people pn an average. The lectures were

delivered in Telugu so as to be understood by all classes'of people* Mr. Rai 
Bahadur Sabhapathy Mudaliyar spoke at large, seconding his views at the 
conclusion of his lectures. After consulting this gentleman, Mr. Kotayya 
addressed the audience at the conclusion of the 1st and 2nd lectures on th6 
formation of the Indian Section of the Theosophical Society for tho regene­
ration of India and. the necessity of maintaining it by voluntary subscrip­
tion, A  box and a subscription list were put before those present who 
were exhorted by Mr. R. B. S. to put any sum of money, small or large, 
within the box or in the list, and the total collection is shown in the list 
found below.

It  has been thought proper to make the fund a permanent one, and call 
for subscriptions from all branches in India, making the Sanmarga Samaj 
the agency for the collection and remittance of the same to the Theosophical 
Society. As the Samaj is very earnest in advancing the cause of theosophy 
in India, it may be allowed to act as our agents for the work in ques~ 
tion. The society here is peculiarly constituted. It  appears that the lead­
ing members, themselves very earnest Theosophists, fully conscious of tho 
position that the men around them occupy in the evolutionary scale, resort, 
in the first instance, to measures for improvement that have an appreciable 
form for all grades of religious instinct from the barely ceremonial to tho 
purely metaphysical. Mr, Kotayya observes that “ tho problem of working in 
touch with all classes of people has, to a great extent, been solved by tho 
branch in question.” The gentleman referred to already, recommends thafc 
the Theosophical Society should have a press of its own at the Head-quarters 
to enable ib to print its own publications, English, Vernacular, and maga­
zines at a less cost than at present, I  leave it for the consideration of tho 
branches. Mr. Kotayya at the end of his long report makes mention of a 
remark made by Mr, Rai Bahadur Sabhapathy Mudaliyar in the following 
words:—

“ I  shall be perfectly willing to contribute two or three thousand rupees to 
our Society, were it not for his belief that no institution could be permanent­
ly maintained if it depended for its existence on a few liberal men, and thafc 
India could not be taught the noble lessons of united effort and self-relianco 
if it depended for its regeneration upon solitary support and generosity.”

K urnm l.— Arrived here on the 5th. 8 candidates were admitted by Mr, 
Kotayya as fellows and 20 gentlemen were added to the list of sympathi­
zers. He lectured on (1) * The Theosophical Society and its Objects,’ (2)
How to worship God,’ and (3) ‘Reincarnation and Karma,’ on the 6th, 7th 
and 8th respectively to an audience of about 60 on each occasion. Mr. 
Kotayya expresses his great thanks to Mr, K, Seshiah Garu for his hearty 
co-operation with him in tbe revival of the branch. The Assistant Secretary 
of the branch is writing a work in Telugu (Dinachari), a good undertaking in 
the interests of Hinduism,

Adoni.— Arrived here on the night of the 11th, lectured on * The Theoso­
phical Society and its Objects’ and ‘ Karma and Reincarnation/ on the 13th 
and 15th respectively. On the latter day Mr. Kotayya also preached to tho 
people assembled in the street near the local market. Five candidates wero 
admitted to fellowship. These new brothers and Bro. E. Ramasamy Naidu, 
altogether six in number, met together and firmly resolved to revive tho 
branch. The above gentleman was made the President, and V. Jagannatha 
Naidoo Garu the Secretary. The Society is to be called “ The Adoni Satya 
Sangatya T. S.” Messrs. E. Ramasami Naidoo and Parthasarathy Iyer A verbal 
have kindly offered to send the Sanmargahbodhmi and tho Theosophist 
for circulation among tho members.

MR, JAGANNATniAIt.
Our energetic brother, Mr. Jagannathiah, took a short southern tour, and 

lectured in Kumbaconum, Tanjore. Trichinopoly and Madura. He lectured on tho 
higher aspects of Hinduism and Hindu symbolism, and gave another lecturo 
on the evils of drinking at Tennoor, and it is gratifying to see that his tour 
has roused the Trichy members and placed tho local branch, which was 
almost collapsing, in a somewhat working order, as the proceedings of its 
meeting published elsewhere will show*



• B R A N C H  REPORTS.
C a n t o n m e n t  B b a n c i i  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  B a n g a l o r e .

Bertram Keightley, Esq., m . a . ,  General Secretary, Indian Section of the 
Theosophical Society, arrived in Bangalore on Satnrday the 14th March 1891, 
at 6-30 p . m . ,  when he was received at the Railway station by a deputation 
consisting of Dr. K. M. Appiali, l . m . s . ,  F. T. S., President of the Branch, 
Messrs. Vydilinga Moodeliar, T. Arunachellum Pillay, M. Muthuveerappa 
Moodeliar, and N, P. Subrahraania Iyer, the Secretary. He was then conduct­
ed to the premises known as “Lake View Villa,” wber£ he was presented 
with an address of welcome by the President.

Monday, ihe 16th.— The fourth anniversary of the Cantonment Branch was 
celebrated in the Sabha School, Mr. B. Keightley presiding. Members of the 
local Branch aa well as the general public were assembled in the largo hall 
by 6-30 p .  M . for the purpose of hearing Mr. Keightley, who, soon after taking 
the chair, called upon the Secretary, Mr. N. P. Subramania Iyer, to read the 
report on the working of the Branch for 1889-90. The report went on to 
say, that six meetings of the Council and three of the general body of members 
were held during the year, and that the councillors and members of tho 
Branch are now exerting their utmost to reach the masses. That the Society 
was open to members and sympathisers from morning till 9 o’clock in the 
evening, that some of its members were in the habit of frequenting the pre­
mises every evening to study Theosophical works. With a view to do some­
thing practical, tho Branch undertook to reprint “Lessons in Theosophy” 
from the American journal, “ The Path,” for free distribution among the 
school-going population. The Branch was for some time instructed by a very 
learned Pandit in Vedanta philosophy. That the income of the Society was 
Rs. 368-1-10 for one year, and the balance on hand with the balance of the 
previous year was Rs. 346-3-6. The Secretary then said that the Branch 
Library contained 150 vols. treating on various subjects, and that they are 
subscribing for all the Theosophical journals.

Mr. Keightley then delivered an interesting lecture on “ The work of 
the Theosophical Society in India.”

Tuesday, the 17th.— The Branch had arranged for a lecture to be given 
by Mr. Keightley in the Mayo Hall this evening. There were nearly one 
hundred young men and some officials present. Under the circumstances, 
it having been the express desire of tbe members, the lecture had to be post­
poned. But Mr. Keightley arranged on the spot for a conversation with 
those present regarding Theosophical matters and invited free discussion.

Wednesday, the 18th.— A  meeting of the members of the Branch was held 
in its premises, for the purpose of electing the office-bearers for the ensuing 
year, at which the following gentlemen were unanimously chosen. Mr. 
Keightley conducted the meeting very successfully.

President.— Mr. V. Vydilinga Moodeliar, Head Translator, Chief Court of 
Mysore, Bangalore.

Vice-Presidents.— Mr. N. P. Soobrahmania Iyer and Mr. T. C. Mahasamv 
Pillay. J

Secretary— Mr. A. Singaravalu Moodeliar, Resident’s Office, Bangalore.
Financial Secretary.— Mr. A. Atchutharoya Moodeliar, Second Class Ma­

gistrate’s Office, C. & M. Station, Bangalore.
Treasurer.— Mr. A. Maigunda Deva Moodeliar.
Librarian.— Mr. S. Sundhar Row.
Councillors.— Messrs. T. Arunachellum Pillay, T. Rajaram Pillay, V. 

Lutchmana Moodeliar. Muthuveerappa Moodeliar and Singaravalu Pillay.
After the business part of the meeting was over, Mr. Keightley pointed 

out to those present tbe essential requisites which & true Theosophist must 
satisfy.

Thursday, the 19th.— As announced previously, Mr. Keightley delivered a 
learned lecture on “Theosophy in its relation to Hinduism,” in the Munici­
pal Girls’ School Hall, Pettah, Bangalore. There was a large audience, com­
posed of College students and officials. The lecture was highly a p p r e c i a t e d  
by the audience, who dispersed greatly pleased with our General Secretary.

Saturday, the 2 \s t.— Another meeting of the Branch was held in tho 
Society’s premises this evening, when Mr. Keightley was kind enough ta 
.solve many problems in metaphysics, presented to him by the members.

Sunday, the 22nd.— A  lecture on “Metaphysics and Mesmerism” will be 
delivered by Mr. Keightley this eveaing in the Municipal Girls’ School Hall, 
Bangalore City.

N. P. SUBRAnMANIA Iy E R ,
22nd March 1891. Secretary.
Saidpur.— Babu Priyanath Das, Loco. Office, Kancbrapara, is elected as 

the Secretary vice Babu Kajnarrain Bose, who has left the station.
Tipperah.— President, Babu Nobin Chandra Ganguli, b. a. and B. L. ; 

Secretary, Babu Chanderkumar Guha, Sheristadar, Collectorate Tipperah.
Bangalore Cantonment.— The name of Dr. K. M. Appiali as tho Presi­

dent of this branch was omitted by oversight in the President column of tho 
Branch lists.

Baluchar.— President, Rai Dhunput Singh Bahadur; Secretary, Babu 
Giridari Lal Sanghari.

Tinnevelly.— Mr. S. R. Ramakrishnaiyer Avergal was chosen President in 
place of Mr. Vedadrisadasa Mudaliyar, who has been absent from the 
station for over two years.

. Trichinopoly.— One of the most inactive branches until now, bnt is 
commencing to show some symptoms of life after Mr. Jagannatliiah’s visit 
to it.

Pandit T. Vencatarama Iyengar, lately Secretary of the Ootacamund T. S., 
is now here. His address is Police Inspector, Perambalore, Trichinopoly 
District.

Periyahulam.— The few members who were in this branch have almost 
all of them been transferred to other places. One earnest heart is still left 
behind in the person of V. P. Rajamaiyer, who is doing his best to revive its 
activity.

M uttra.— Charter issued this month. Working well.
 ̂Jubbulpore.— It  is interesting to read of the reorganization of this branch 

which had exhibited for a brief interval some signs of disharmony. From 
the proceedings of a meeting of the same called on the 15th instant by Bro. 
Babu Puranchandra Mukerji, b . a . ,  b .  l . ,  we are happy to learn that tbe good 
sense of the majority of its members has smoothed all matters, and the branch 
has come out the stronger for the rupture. Some 12 members attended tho 
meeting and resolved to work unanimously and strenuously. Some useful 
bye-laws were passed and the office-bearers elected ; Babu Girish Chandra 
Mukerjee President, and Mr. Panda Baijnath Secretary. Attempts made to 
establish correspondence with members of the branch in ontstations so as to 
utilize their theosophie energies, otherwise apt to be dissipated, have also 
been successful. “ The Light on the Path” with annotations has been translated 
into Hindi under the auspices of this branch. It  was regularly published 
through the columns of Shubchintah, a local Anglo-Hindi journal. It  is expect­
ed that the whole will be soon reprinted in a book form.

Gya.— Babu Harihernath Chatterji was elected President. Bro. H. Dam- 
mapala’s presence there has helped much towards its revival.

Ellore.— Mr. T. Gopalakrishnamurthi has been chosen Secretary of tho 
branch in place of Mr. V. G. Naraynaiyar, who resigned long ago. The new 
Secretary and the President D. Sriramulu are doing tbeir best to amelio­
rate the condition of the branch.

A N A N T A P U R  BRANCH.
Feby. 15,1891.

I. Resolved, that Bellary Mooniswami Mudeliar Avergal, H. Seetharam 
Row Garu, Kallur Vasudeva Row Garu, unattached members, D. Kristnamnrti 
Row, member of Gooty Society, and R. Kesava Pillay Avergal of Nellore 
Branch, be admitted as members of the Anantapur Branch.

I I.  Resolved, to appoint B. Muniswami Mudeliar Avergal as Acting 
Secretary to the Branch Society during the absence of Mr. V. E. Sudarsana 
Mudeliar Avergal elsewhere.

I I I .  Resolved, to purchase the following books and form a library of 
them, including those that would be given as gifts by tho members :—

1. Isis Unveiled, 2. The Secret Doctrine, 3. Key to Theosophy, 4. Fivo 
Years of Theosophy, 5. Hartman’s Magic, White and Black, 6. Elixir of Life* 
7. Siva Samhitha, 8. Posthumous Humanity, 9. Zanoni, 10. Coming Race.



IV . Resolved, to meet every Sunday at 3 p. M .
V. Kesolved, that certain books, such as Panchadasi, Atmabodha, Key to 

Theosophy, be read at home by all the members, expounded by one of them 
and discussed for clearing doubts, and also that a written essay or a lecture 
be given by every member.

VJ. Resolved, that a rate of subscription of not less than 8 annas be 
paid by the members monthly, and in the case of members unable to do so, 
a special concession may be made by the Branch Society.

V I I .  Resolved, to fix oue-third of the members on the roll as th6 
quorum at the meetings.

V I I I .  Resolved, to send a copy of the proceedings of this meeting to 
Mr. B. Keightley, M . A ., General Secretary, Indian Section, Theosophical 
Society, Adyar, Madras.

IX . Resolved, that a sum of Rs. 10 promised at the Convention by Mri 
M. Gopalaswami Naidu Garu be collected and remitted to the General Secre­
tary, Indian Section.

(Signed) H .  S e e t h a r a m  R o w , 
Chairman.

(True copy.)
V. G. M o o n i s w a m y  M o o d e l l y ,

Secretary.

B o m b a y  T. S.
After their return from the Adyar Convention, the Bombay delegates 

were busy in organizing and scheming plans for the progress of Theosophy 
in Bombay. The meetings which were held every Sunday are left open to 
the public; papers of vital importance are read and discussed; and the 
range of interest is widened among outsiders. Europeans are occasionally 
drawn in, but, unfortunately, there were very few on the occasion of reading 
the paper on “ Theosophy, the Religion of Jesus” from the Path, on account 
of the days selected being inconvenient for them. The gathering on last 
Sunday, March 8, was larger than usual, when a paper on “Reincarnation’* 
was read from the Path. A  European gentleman raised some questions as 
regards heredity, &c., and an interesting discussion ensued, in which Bros. 
P. R. Mehta, J. K. Daji, and C. L. Peacocke took parti Bro. Peacocke has just 
come over to Bombay, where a European gentleman was much required. 
He has infused new vitality among the members.

I t  was found in the last meeting that the Tamarind Lane quarters are 
not desirable. The accommodation is not sufficient. Hence we are obliged 
to remove to a more convenient place. This place, too, which is situated in 
the Church Gate Street, is not what is wanted to suit the convenience of all.
I  hope it will become satisfactory to all until we find a better one. Looking 
at the almost harassing rate of house-rent in Bombay, and the poverty of tho 
Branch, this would become a contentment for the time being.

A  class for the study of Secret Doctrine has been opened, to be attended 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

It  is intended to distribute gratis about 2,000 copies of a Gujerati trans­
lation of the“ Epitomd of Theosophy,’V (by Bro. Judge) at the Society’s 
expense, if available. A  poor Parsi member has sent in a few copies of the ; 
Gujerati translation of “ Astral Perception,” with notes from the Desatir, 
«&a, which appeared in the Platonist a few months ago, for free distribution 
among poor*members, together with a few copies of “ Zoroastrianism in tho 
light of Occult Philosophy/’ also for free distribution.

25th February 1891.
In  accordance with the instructions which accompanied Branch Paper 1,

I  beg to submit the following report:
This very important and lucid paper, containing as it does priceless! 

hints on “ Theosophical Study and Work,” from the masterly pen of our 
devoted and sacrificing brother William Q. Judge, was read twice by our 
Branch President Mr. P. R. Mehta, once at a special meeting of the Branch 
called for the purpose on Saturday the 14th instant, and again on Sunday 
following at the regular weekly meeting of tbe Branch open to all visitors 
nnd inquirers. The paper was listened to with rapt attention and keenly 
appreciated by one and all present on both occasion^, for not only is ib

written in a style eminently clear and accurate in thought, not only docs it 
Buggest and recommend the best possible method of popularising the eauso 
of Theosophy, not only does it contain advice suited to the minds of all 
shades of opinion and thought, but it practically teaches systematic division 
of work, mutual interdependence and solidarity, which are all essentially 
necessar}' for the unification of nations and creeds.

As regards the lines of work and special duties to which you call tho 
special attention of our Hindu brothers, I  beg to state that, while this Branch 
entirely approves of your suggestions, it possesses at present no funds nor 
men able enough to undertake the work of translating manuscripts from 
Sanskrit and vernaculars into English, though the splendid work that has 
been and is being done by our energetic and sacrificing brother Tookaram 
Tutya as the manager of the Bombay Theosophical Publication Fund, is well 
worthy of praise and admiration.

In  conclusion, I  beg to state that, in the opinion of this Brauch, such 
Branch papers as the one under report will do infinite good in removing the 
manifold misconceptions that prevail in the minds of most of our hitherto 
lukewarm members as regards the nature, aim, and outcome of theosophical 
work and duties.

M. M. S h r o f f , 

Secretary, Bombay T. S.

N o t e . —The Bombay Branch is removed io “ Church Gate Street,’* Fort, 
Bombay.

a . b . b . t . s . ,  B e r h a m p o r e .

Resolved, that Babu Dinanath Ganguly be elected as the President, 
Babu Kanai Lall Bannerji, b . a . , Secretary, and Babu Nafar Das Roy, Account­
ant and Treasurer for the year 1891.

M i d n a p o r e  B r a n c h .

Babu Satis Chandra Bose is elected as Assistant Secretary,

A l l a h a b a d  B r a n c h .

The Secretary reports as follows :—
I  have to acknowledge receipt of Branch work No. 1. This paper waa 

read at a Special Meeting called to-day, and has filhd the members with 
enthusiasm and something like an earnest desire for work in future Hitherto 
our chief difficulty was as to the line of work, and this pamphlet has put us 
m the way. r

H a r d e o  P r a s a d ,
21et February, 1891. __________ Secretary.

B a n k u r a  B r a n c h  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

-d 22nd March 1891.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

,, A 6. th? 8th annual meeting of tbe Bankura Branch Theosophical Society,
the following address was read by the Secretary. o w -w y ,

and pirhftr r 7 J eaVe Vehmdu 'is anothor year of our Theosophical existence and enter a new year lying before us with all its store of light and progress.
view of w hntw lfd  Pan r thf  future’1ifc bocoraes to ‘ake a retrospective 
a verv fpphln m l  t  ^  th® last/ear. We all of us are aware that we lead
w l  e l iat Pd HnwLer tV, °''f vor^ fow things to report except that
B h a M v a / t h e r e  were eighteen meetings held, in most of which the 

. , systematically read and the results noted down and
some of the mpmhm ^  Another gratifying thing to report is that
some ot the members do what they can do in their individual canaritv to
d«n/Z-R h 6 publinle truths laid open by the light of Theosophy. The Presi- 
j  "  BakuPratap Narayan Sngha having retired from Government service 
has ample time to devote himself to the study of the Hindu Sha”  "as
turmri\ l  r /  th^wnrl"/ al7 ay\  d and scattered by tho busy affairs and
und^rvin i “ ?*. w* find ™ t  to take a glance oftheunderlying I  am and all pervading spirit that supports our existence and the



universe. Ifc is only in fche calm solitary hours of Upasana, that the indivi* 
dual soul conies in contact with the pervading supreme soul aiid renlizes its 
oneness. Tbe Theosophical Society is leading us day after day to realize thia 
soul state that has been overshadowed in these days of material advance­
ment by too much importance being attached to the mundane things 011 
this side of our existence. The Parent Society is doing its best to rouse this 
spirit of spiritual enquiry, and thanks to the General Secretary of the Indian 
Section of the Theosophical Society, Mr. Bertram Keightley, who, by his 
energetic and self-sacrificing exertions, has roused and created an interest iu 
all members individually to take new strides in the religion of Theosophy by 
studying and communicating the hiddden truths they come across in their 
own Shastras, literature, tradition and national customs.

K j e d a r n a t h  K u l a b i i i , Secretary.

Banlcura Sanjevan Theosophical Society.
•  -

B e n a r e s  B r a n c h .

At a meeting of this branch held on the 22nd February 1891, a resolution 
sanctioning the transfer of Rs. 150 from the Local Library Fund to that of 
the Adyar Library was unanimously adopted.

Babu Raj Mohan Banerji and not Pandit Ragnath, is the President.

L a h o r e  T. S .

K a y a s t i i a  B o a r d i n g  H o u s e ,
L a h o r e , 11th March 1891.

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,
The interesting and instructive paper fchafc you were kind enough fco send 

11s was read by us on the 3rd of the current month. It  is impossible for me 
to say anything in its praise. The sense displayed both in the question and 
the various attempts made to give satisfactory replies to them is evident, and 
requires scarcely anything to be said in its favour.

Dissemination of these ideas, and especially the modes of thinking that 
are observed in the papers, will undoubtedly serve to open many a field for 
dispassionate and searching enquiries into the time-honoured and respect­
fully cherished ideas and notions that are commonly to be met with in the 
Indian thought and action, and such attempts are sure to throw consider­
able light on them.

The members were highly pleased with the paper and will be awaiting 
their future numbers.

Such papers are sure to infuse among the members of the Theosophical 
Society a desire to be more energetic and sincere in their duties in connec­
tion with the Theosophical movements, and I  am exceedingly glad to in­
inform you of the many favourable signs in this direction to be met with among 
the members of this branch.

T. B h o l a n a t h ,

' Asst. Secretary, Lahore T. S.

S u r a t  B r a n c h .

Both the numbers of “ Branch Work” were read at full meetings of the 
Society. The purport of each was explained in vernacular for the con-, 
venience of such of the members as don’t understand English.

The members appreciated the papers much. But they could not go 
further. You already know that none of the members of our branch except 
Dr. Dinshah, Mr. Y. J. Hora and myself, know English sufficiently to be 
able to assist in the work proposed in Branch Work No. I. Out ofjthese few 
Mr. Y. J. Hora has to remain out of Surat, on service, for a greater part of 
the year. I  hope to secure his assistance in the monsoon season.

I  have proposed to those unable to work in English, to find and supply 
us with materials in Gujerati, so that such of them as are important, may 
be translated aud utilized.

Your8 fraternally,
P a r a s u r a m . H. Mehta,

Secretary, Surat T.

T H E  IN D IA N  A C A D EM Y .
We hear with great pleasure that Professor Manilal N. Dvivedi of 

Nadiad, the well-known Sanskrit scholar and able metaphysician, is about 
to issue a new quarterly magazine to be called “ The Indian Acadcmy.” Ifc 
will contain about 120 pages of printed matter in large octavo and will he 
divided into throe parts. (The first will consist of about 80 pages and will 
contain translations of important Sanskrit works with explanatory notes, 
etc. The second, consisting of about 20 pages, will be devoted to original 
papers, criticisms, etc., on Aryan metaphysics, philosophy and occultism ; 
while the third part will contain a summary of the most important articles 
and papers in the leading American and European journals devoted to meta­
physics, philosophy and occultism including spiritualism and mesmerism. 
The annual subscription, we believe, will be about Rs. 10 for the whole, or 
Rs. 6 for the 1st and Rs. 2 each for the 2nd and 3rd parts respectively.

W e are exceedingly glad to learn of this projcct of Professor Dvivedi’s 
and most cordially wish him every success in his undertaking. It  is indeed 
t r u e  that In d ia  should show that her native scholars are capable of pro­
ducing a journal which can take rank with the learned productions of other 
countries in the departments of philosophy, science and criticism. We 
know of no one more capable than Professor Dvivedi to carry such a fcask as 
this to a successful issue.

IN D IA N  S E C T IO N : F IN A N C IA L  STATEM EN T .

R e c e i p t s . Amount. E x p e n d i t u r e . Amount.

Balance shown in April
R S. A. p.

6
R S. A. p.

Theosophist 1,537 7 Transferred to Library Fund 0 0
R eceipts:— .

Mr. T. R. Rangasawmy Pil­
Do. Colonel Olcofct’slay (Kullakurchi), postal

charges for pamphlets
0 Holiday Fund 10issued gratis 8 0 0 0

Entrance fees of Messrs.
B. L. M. and J. N. K  (Ber­

0hampore) 20 0 0 Salaries ... »•« 80 3
Annual subscription of do.

do. and Babus Mohendro-
174 6natli Bhattacharya, Nafar

0
Printing and paper charges G

Das Roy 4 0
Entrance fees of Mr. G. J.

Postage, including stamps,(Benares)  ̂ ... 10 0 0
Annual subscription of the

cards, postage on insuffi­Benares Branch 10 0 0
Do. do. of Mr. P.

Subramanya Pillay ( Vrid-
0

ciently stamp covers, &c., 141 2 0
dlutrheUam) ... 2 0

Mr. Sahadev Dev (ilfynghyr) 1 2 0
Travelling expenses of fcheD. R a g h a v e n d r a  Row (Nar-

0sarowpett) annual subn... 2 0
Mr. Nagendranath Gupta

0
General Secretary and Mr.

(Gutwa) 3 0
C. Kotayya ... ..Babu N. C. Roy (Berham- 82 6 0

pore), entrance fees and
0annual subscription 11 0

Furniture, fitting, stationeryBabu P. N. Mukerji (Jalpai-
qvri), annual subscription 3 0 0

Bhavnagar Branch T. S. and sundries ».. 18 13
through the Secretary Mr.

Total expenses ...
|

J. N. Unvala :— —
Annual subscription for 189C> 511.12: 0

18-0-C)



I n d i a n  S e c t i o n :  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t . — (Continued.)

R e c e i p t s .
%

Amount. E x p e n d i t u r e . Amount.

R S. 1 A. P . R S. A. p.
Annual subscription for 1 8 9 1 1 Balance in the Bank of

1 6 - 0 - 0
1 ,116Donation for sectional work 1 Madras. 4 6

1 3 - 0 - 0 47 0> 0

Nellore Branch T. S., dona­ i Cash balance in hand 2 2 6 1 5 0
tion for sectional work ... 10 0» 0

Mr. Gopalakrishna Murti,
Secretary, Ellore Branch,
annual dues of Messrs.
D. Sriramulu, U. Gopala-
ratnam, Y. L. Narasimha
Sastri, and himself for

1 8 8 9 ,  1 8 9 0  and 1 8 9 1  @
Re 1 /  each per annum 12 0 0

Entrance fees of Messrs. S.R.
and M. R. (Cumhaconam).. 1 5 0 0

Mr. A. Nilakanta Sastri (Ma- 1
nargudi) donation for a I
Special Fund ... 2 5 0 0

Mr. R. Sivadatta Pande(C7ia-
krata) his annual subscrip­
tion for 1 8 8 9 ,  1 8 9 0  and
1 8 9 1 ...................................................... 4 0 0

Mr. Shehriar D. Patel (Poo­
na), donation 9 6 0

Mr. O. L. S. (Madanpalle)
10entrance fees ... 0 0

Entrance fees of Messrs. B.
R. N. and P. S. C. (Kurnool) 20 0 0

Kurnool Branch, contribution
towards Mr. Kotayya’s
travelling-expenses 8 0 0

Mr. G. C. Kasyapa (Bhiwani), •
his donation ( 1-8-0) and
annual dues ( 1-0- 0) * 2 8 0

Mr. Jai Narayan Pandit
(Etah) donation... 5 0 0

Dr. Ramjee Mull, Secretary
T. S. Muttra, entrance fees
of Mr. I. K. K. ( 1 0 )  annual
dues of the branch 17 0 0

Mr. C. Ramiah (Kalaliasti), f  ‘
annual subscription 2 0 0

Masulipatam Branch, annual \
subscription 15 0 0

Mr. D. D. Jussawala (Bom­
bay), donation ... 25 0 0

Ambasamudram Branch T.S. 24 0 0

Total... 1,85415 6 Total... 1,85415 6

&  T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  FU N D, B E L L A R Y .
The Bellary Branch of the Theosophical Society has started a fund to 

be contributed to by voluntary subscriptions in support and .aid of the Theo- 
nophicaV movement in India. The fund will be open throughout the year 
aud will continue to be so. The amount thus collected will be periodically

tig. A. p .
10 0 0

8 0 0

remitted to the Head-Quartcrs, Adyar, and credited to the Indian Section of 
the Theosophical Society, for whose benefit it is started. Any amount, largo 
or small, from a pie upwards, will be most thankfully received and acknow­
ledged.

The Subscription List opens with the following entries amounting to R s 
36-12-0:—

Mr. Rao Bahadur A. Sabhapathi Mudaliar, F. T. S.
Messrs. M. Vasudeva Naidu, F. T. S., S. Marisiddappa, P.

Namasivayam Mudaliar, and B. Janardhanam  Pillai,
F. T. S., each Bs. 2 ...

53 K. Venkata Rao, F. T. S., V. Subaraya Mudaliar,
F. T. S., A. Dharmalingam Mudaly, T. Hampiah,;
F. T. S., S. .Neelakantappah, U. Rama Row, G,
K rishtappah, P. Baliah, G. Venkannah, C. Rama- 
nappah, Nanjundacharlu, and M ahratti Narasoji, each 
1 Rupee ... ... ... ... ... ... 13 0 0

?) C. V. Kanniah Pantulu, b. a., b. l., V. Ranga Lal 
Doobay, H. Titnmappah, A. Akkilftndam Mudaliar,
F. T. S., R. Venkatanarasiah, F. T. S., and Hanumantappa, 
each 8 As.... ... ... ... ... ... 3 0 0

v M. Vasudeva Mudaliar, T. S. Gopalalcrishna Rao, G. 
Venkatachelani Setti, Mnniandi Pillai, N. Raghava
Sastriar, A. Maribasappa and Sankara Aiyar, each 4 As.,.. 1 12 0

„  Parthasaradhy Iy er (Adoni) 10 As. small amounts 8 As.... 1 2 0

Total... £6 14 0
T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,

B e l l a r y , ________________ ______

hth March 1891. 3 Secretary, Bellary T. S -

0
B e l l a r y , ^  > T .  A. S w a m i n a t i i a  A i y a r , f . t . s .,

N O T ICE .
P rasvottara No. 3 has been sent in bulk to the Secretaries of all Branches 

which have sent in lists of their members aud also to ali unattached 
members. Any member not receiving his copy in due course is requested to 
notify the fact at once to the G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  on b  post-card.

Branch Paper No. 3 is ready and will be issued during the ensuing week*

T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y : A M E R IC A N  SEC T IO N .
N e w  Y o r k , 20f/t February 1891, 

Secretary, Theosophical Society, A dyar, Madras, India.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r

There was issued from this office on December 29th, 1890 a Phnrfer 
the Iron City T. S., Pittsburg, Pa., with five Charter members! The Presi­
dent elect is Mr. John W. Dunlop, and the Secretary Mr. Thomas T Phillips
111, Wylie Avenue. * [ 9

On January 24th, 1891, there was issued a Charter to the Annie Besant 
T. S., Fort Wayne, Ind., with five Charter members. The President elcct is 
Mrs. Julia M. Fisher, and the Secretary Mrs. Dora P. Buchman 161 Wesfc
Washington St. 9 1

Please announce the above in the Theosophist.
Yours fraternally,

W illiam Q. J udge,
General Secretary,

The Executive Committee of the American Section have conGrmed the 
8entence of expulsion passed by the Golden Gate Lodge T. S. against Mrs. Marie 
L. Farrington for having published a grossly defamatory pamphlet upon tho 
T. S., its Founders mid Members. No appeal against this sentence having

from °Under’ ' ^  ^pe lle l



A M E R IC A N  S E C T IO N : O R IE N T A L  D E P A R T M E N T .
Mr. Judge is showing his usual untiring and prompt activity, and 

already the first paper issued under his new scheme of the “ Oriental 
Department” has reached our hands. Readers of the Theosophist. will 
remember the quotations from Mr. Judge’s Appeal in the last number and 
the outline of his scheme sketched therein. Now we have its practical 
realisation in the shape of a paper upon “ Some Customs of Aryavarta,” by 
Bhaskara Nanda Sawmi. Only a few copies have as yefc arrived, and these 
have been sent out to those members and branches of the Society who have 
shown a readiness to take an active share in the work of this department. 
The thanks of every Hindu who cares one iota for his religion and his country, 
are due to Mr. Judge for thus making Aryavarta, its people, its thought, its 
customs aud its wisdom, better known and therefore better appreciated by 
the young, yet mig’*ty race that now dwells in the “ Patala” of Puranic 
records.

C h i c a g o , I I I ,  February, 8, 1891.
To t i i e  E d i t o r  or t h e  “  T h e o s o p h i s t , ”  Adyar, India.

D e a r  S i r ,

At the Annual meeting of the Chicago Theosophical Society. Ml*. Geo. 
E. Wright was chosen President, and Miss Pauline G. Kelly, Secretary, 278 
Bissell Street.

Cordially yours,
M a r y  E. S m i t h ,

Corr. Secretary.
5041, Madison Ave. \ > Y

T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y : B R IT IS H  SECT IO N .
The Recording Secretary,

Theosophical Society,
A dyar, Madras.

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

I  have the pleasure of informing you that on February 21st a Charter 
was issued for the formation of a Branch at Amsterdam, to be known as :— ■ 

The Dutch-Belgian Branch of the Theosophical Society.
The officers are:

President and Gorrespondmg S ecretary: Mme. Hermance de Neufville, 48 
Hermon}r Street.

Secretary-Treasnrer-Librarian : Mile. Johanna Street, 2 Falkstreet. 
Corresponding Members or Adjoint Secretaries (for the formation of groups) 
Mr. ‘M. A. Oppermann (Ingenieur), Courcelles. Belgium, Mile. C. lm- 
merzeel Arnhem, Holland.

Besides tlie above there are nine other signatories to the application.
I  will forward you a copy of the Rules on their receipt.
Vienna Branch.— Our want of information with regard to this Branch has 

been owing to the erroneous addresses on our lists. The correct addresses 
areas follows :—

Pres i Herr Friedrich ‘ Eckstein, Siebenbriinnengasse, 15, YiennaV. 
Secy: Count Leiningen-Billigheim Opernring, 21, Vienna I.

Fraternally your?,
G. R. S. M e a d .

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

M A Y  1 8 9 1 .

H E A D  Q U A R T E R S ’ F IN A N C IA L  STATEMENT.
. The -Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledge with thanks tho receipt 

oi the ioliowmg sums during this month.
. L ibrary F und .

Mr. R. Sivasankara Pandya, his subscription forFebruary .............................Rs. io o o
H ead-Q uarters .

M r. B ip in  B ehari P ra m an ik  (ifan& iira) ... ... , a 0 0
M r. N a n ju n d a  N a id u  (M ysore) ... ... ... ” o o
M r. E . T . S tu rd y  (p a rt  pay m en t of £  20) ” 50 0 0
M r. P h ilip  A lw y n  (E n g lan d ) ... ... ... loo 0 0

- n 7 . S. E . G opalaciiakm i,
19/7* April 1891. AesL Treasurer.

Col. Olcott’s H oliday E xpenses.
Rewah Branch T. S. (Baroda) ... ... ... r s. 23 4 0
Miss Emily Kislingbury [London) £  9- 11-0 ... , ,1 2 2  7 3
Mr. N. D. Khandalwalla (Poona) ... ... 25 0 0
Mr. Tukaram Tatya (Bombay) ... ” 50 0 0
Contribution of the British Section £  25 in three

Bank of England Notes, do. do. perM. O. £  1-11-0 ... „  14 j q  q
Do. of the Swedish Branch, £  11-13-0 draft cashed for ” 160 12 3
Do. of Mr. Alexander Fullerton and friends remitted 
direct to the Colonels London Banker $ 104’50 

Mr. V. Coopoosawray Iyer, m. a. (Sholinghur)... ... 0 ^ 0
Contribution of the Bellary Branch... ... ... ” 0

10^7 a •? 1 0 m S * E * G ° p a la c h a r l i j ,
19th April 1891. Asst Treasurer.

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IET Y : IN D IA N  SECT IO N.
G eneral S ecretary’s R eport.

I t  g ives m e greafc p leasu re  to s ta te  th a t  th e  w ork  of th c  Society is cr0 i„cr 
on b o th  a t  H e ad -q u a rte rs  a n d  in  th e  B ran ch es w ith renew ed vi<r()ln. 
a c tiv ity . The re p o rts , bo th  p r iv a te  as well as official q u a rte rly  reports , which 
hav e  been called  fo r d u r in g  the  la s t m o n th  from  each B ranch, show fchafc th e  
lo rm a tio n  of th e  In d ia n  S ection  has p ro d u ced  real revival of in te res t nnd a  
f re sh  d e te rm in a tio n  to  w ork fo r th e  good of A ry av arth a . G rea t help i.s 
S iL °v CtinS  to .u s from  tlie  o th e r Sec tions of the  Socicty, especially  th o
E h g lish  a n d  A m erican . F ro m  L ondon  wc have  ju s t  recivcd 150 copies of 
th e  M agazine called  Time, c o n ta in in g  an  ad m irab le  a rtic le  by M rs .‘ A nn io  
B esan t, re fu t in g  th c  a tta c k s  m ade upon M adam e B lava tsky  by S. P . R. 
A  copy of th is  has been sen t to  each B ran ch  of th c  Society and to a n u m b er of 
new spapers , a n d  we are  g re a tly  obliged to  som e of the  la tte r, especially  th c  
Indian Mirror, fo r re p rin tin g  th is  able a rtic lc  in  fu ll.

Mr. Judge from America is helping us by providing funds to enable mo 
to maintain a competent pundit at Head-quarters to take charge of thc work 
of making translations from tlio valuable Sanskrit and Tamil works into 
E n g lish , and th e re  are  n eg o tia tions a lread y  in p rogress which, I  hope will 
result ini our obtaining the services of one of the first scholars iu India : 
ad d itio n  to  thc  g en tlem an  m entioned above. i n



Mr. A. Mahadeva Sastri of Nellore is at work upon tlie translation of 
Sankaracharya’s Commentary on the Bhagavat-gita into English. His transla­
tion is admirable, and the notes with which he explains and illustrates points 
of difficulty, will be of the greatest value to every student of Theosophy. Two 
parts of the translation have already been received, and I  hope that it will 
progress rapidly towards completion.

Hata Pradipika, a standard work upon Hata Yoga and Pranayamam, has 
also been translated into English with commentary by one of our members, 
and it is now in the hands of a publisher with a view to issue.

Several manuscripts have been forwarded to Mr. Judge in connection 
with his Oriental Department scheme, but there is room for greatly increased 
activity in this department, and I  beg, therefore, that all those who are ablo 
and willing to sharo in the work will send me any contributions they may 
have to make for the purpose either as translation or original articles.

I  regret to have to record the loss of one of our earnest and true theoso­
phists of Calcutta, Dr. Behari Lal Bhaduri, in reference to whom 1 print the 
following letter :—

To the Editor of the “ Theosophist 
Sir,— It  is with deep regret I  beg to inform you and your journal that one 

of the Fellows of the Theosophical Society, Baboo Behari Lal Bhaduri, 
L. M. S., the well-known and renowned Homeopathic practitioner of this 
city. He was also Founder-Editor of the Indian Homeopathic Revieiv and 
Secretary of the Calcutta Hahnemann Society since its foundation 011 10th 
day of April 1883, is no more in the land of the living. For the last two 

' years he had been suffering from hernia. In  the beginning of the present 
month the disease took a serious turn, and he had to be sent out on the river 
Ganges on a boat; on the morning of Good Friday, the 27th March, at an 
age of 51 years, he expired at the side of tho holy Ganges off Serampore. A  
quarter an hour or so before his death he told his eldest son to read loudly tho 
Bhagavat-gita, whicli he did, and till the last gasp he was muttering tho 
names of Hari, Eama, &c. He was a Hindu and Theosophist to the back­
bone ; personally I  owe him great gratitude, as I  have learnt the science of 
the healing art— Homoepathy— from him at his Clinic. The deceased gentle­
man, as is well-known, was an ardent and staunch advocate to the cause of 
Homoepathy. The recent rapidity of thd progress of the new school of 
medicine is especially owing to the brilliant and successful cures effected by 
Dr. B. L. Bhaduri. He was a man of wide human sympathies, and although his 
practice was extensive, he made it a regular custom to set aside a part of it 
every day to the gratuitous medical advice and treatment of the poor persons 
who were really unable to pay for medical advice or medicine. His death will 
long be felt as a serious loss to the cause of Homoepathy, and to the wide 
circle in which his professional services were so highly valued. Dr. Bahaduri 
has left behind him a widow, two sons and two daughters : hip eldest son-in- 
law is also a well-known Homoopathic practitioner bf this city— Baboo 
Protap Chunder Mojumder, L. M. S., and Fellow of the Theosophical Society. 
May the deceased gentleman’s soul rest in peace.

I  have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

S i i o s i i e e  B h o o s j i u n  M u k e r j i , 
C a l c u t t a , ") Becy. of the Hahnemann and Secy.

51, Gurpar Road, > ’ of the Calcutta Bharatavarsa A ryan
31st. March 1891. J Dharma Procliarini Socy.

Mr. P. Yenkatrama Ayer reports that the following Branches have sent 
their lists and the first three issues of Prasnottora and Branch Papers havo 
been sent to them Mannargudy, Bara-Banki, Pahartali, Paramakudi, 
Rohilcund, Beauleah, Pakur, Chittagong and Bolarum. Mr. Kotayya has in­
fused new life in the last Branch and has organised it on good working 
order. The number of unattached members has now swollen to about 300, and 
the correspondence and the section work continue as interesting and useful 
as before.

Quarterly reports, for the period ending with the 31st March 1891, aro 
coming one by one, as the reports published elsewhere will show. A  general 
circular has been sent to nil the Branches for thn collection of the annual 
dues, and some have paid entirely, and some are paying bit by bit, while somo

others have not paid at nil. Time, a magazine published in London. lias been 
tT>Pr» 'o ' evcry-l>i(lian Branch, as it contains an able reply to Mr. I ’od morn 

o f l . R. S. m connection with Mr. Hodgson's report upon tho T. S. Froma perusal 
ot.the reports and bye-laws received from Bombay, Nagpur, Adoni, Meerut 
Lahore and Bezwada, the revival of activity is conspicuous. Tho Bombay 

, ? c ' ls gening itself more compact aud active, ami it is to bo known ns 
1 he Blavatsky Lodge T. S. The Adoni Branch is put entirely upon a new 

working basis by Mr. Kotavya. Our veteran colleague, Rai Bahadur Baroda 
Irasad Basu, has joined tlie Bezwada Branch and it promises much activity 
and real work. The Nagpur Branch is making good exertions in the right
«!enfn^nrf, 'V i  m'’ ln l,‘? UIH« T  condition as is the Bangalore Canton- 
went Bi cinch- I he Meerut Branch requires no m e n tio n ,  as it is  under tho 
presidency ot Babu Ramprasad, m . a ., of “ The Nature’s Finer Forces.” Aa 
the Indian section work is  solely for moral and spiritual activity, Branches 
are requested to open correspondence on all intellectual matters, such aq 
would make u s  and the Branches full o f  real activity and u s e f u ln e s s ,  apart 
from the routine business o f  despatch and acknowledgment.

Unattached Members. Unattached members are requested to send their 
subscription of Rs. two by tho end of this month or by the middle of tho 
next as Prasnoitams will have to be sent by V. P. P. if their dues are nofc 
paid by that time.

The following circular letter has been addressed to each Branch tho 
replies to which, m a condensed form, are given bwlow :— ■

Secretaries of Branches are requested to furnish this office  with a 
Quarter]} report, for the period ending with the 31st March 1801, in a de­
tailed form under the following heads. The object of calling for this report 
is to have a correct and accurate knowledge of the real work turned out 
by the Branches and to carry out such reforms and render such heln 
as the Branches may really stand in need of. 1

1. The names of the office-bearers.
2. The number ol‘meetings held.
3. The percentage of attendance.
4. The nature of the work done.

the pubbc°W a‘e tbe movement and its W0lk appreciated and accepted by

0 Whether the branch lias got any library attached to it, and who- 
tner 1 heosophical and kindred journals are subscribed for.

7. Whether the Branch can undertake to translate, either throuo-h its 
members, sympathizers, or any other meaus, important works from Sanskrit 
and Vernaculars, into English.

B i i a v n a g a r  B r a n c h  : Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t ,

L  Office-bearers.— Our esteemed brother Rawa Shri Harisingji is iho 
President, Mr. Balavantrai Parmanandas Oza, Treasurer and Accountant, and 
Mr. J.N. Unwalla, the Secretary ofthe Branch. In addition to his duties, 
Mr. B. P. Oza acts as Assistant Secretary. Our Sanscrit referee is Mr. Ram- 
chandra Narayan Dixit, whom we look upon as the Shastri of the Branch.

2. The number of meetings held are seven* 
j  3. The percentage of attendance.

4. The nature of the work done— Ever since fresh vigour was infused 
into us, we hold weekly meetings on Sundays, when questions and answers 
from the Prasnottara and similar Thcosophical matters are discussed. In  
addition to this, our esteemed brother Rnwa Shri Harisingji reads portions of 
his translation of Mr. Subba Rao’s notes on the Bhagavat Gita.

5. How are the movement and its work appreciated by the public,— Tho 
Theosophical movement, which was at first looked upon as a mere sham is 
now treated with indifference. In  a place like Bhavnagar, which is full* of 
foul political atmosphere, it is a matter of no small satisfaction that wo 
have been able to hold our own in spite of constant ridicule and sarcasm.

6. The Branch has got no Library of its own, but P r i n c e  Hatisincni has 
kindly consented to remove his Theosophical Library from his residence ab 
Varal to this place.



• *7. None of our members or sympathisers is at present in a position to
undertake the translation into English of any Sanscrit or Vernacular work, 
hut ere l o n g  W o  expect to do something in the matter.

B a l m a n t r a y  P a r w a n a n d a s  O z a , Asst. Secy.

B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e , B o m b a y .
1. Office^bearers.-^Presideyit.— Kao Bahadur Gopalrao II. Deshmookh. 

Vice-Presidents.— K. M. Shroff, Esq., Tookaram Tatya, Esq., Pherozeshaw 
R. Mehta, Esq., Lt. C. L. Peacocke. Secretary.— M. M. Shroff, Treasurer.—  
J. P. Madan, Esq., Librarian.— R. K. Mody, Esq.

The Managing Committee consists of the above named eight officers and 
I3even other members of the Branch as shown below:

Dr. J. IC. Dajee, Lt. AV. Beale, Dinsbaw D. Writer, Esq,, D.D. Jussawala, 
Esq., Martaudrao Babajee, Esq., S. Ragavendras, Esq., Khadabux Shir Maho­
med, Esq.

2. There were 12 regular weekly meetings of the Branch. In  addition 
to these, there were ten special meetings. Every Tuesday and Thursday, the 
members meet regularly to read and study the “ Secret Doctrine.”

3. The average attendance of members is from 30 to 40. The attend­
ance of visitors ab our Sunday regular meetings is about 35.

4. The following subjects were read and discussed during tho period:— -
1. Wilkesbarre Letters on Theosophy. 2. Re-incarnation. 3. Theo­

sophy— its aims and objects. 4. Branch Paper I. 5. Branch Paper II.
6. Have Animals Souls? 7. Know Thyself.

5. As our regular weekly meetings are now thrown open to the public, 
by advertising them in newspapers, visitors have begun to take part in the 
discussions that follow each lecture and seem to appreciate our work. Several 
European ladies and gentlemen, among them Mrs. Emma B. Ryder, M. D., 
Mrs. and Miss Gostling, regularly attend our meetings.

6. The Branch has got a library attached to it, which is now thrown 
open to subscribers from the general public. Lucifer, Theosophist and Path  
are subscribed for by the Brauch.

7. A t present none of the members seem prepared to undertake 
the translation of Sanskrit and Vernacular works into English.

I  beg you will excuse me for the unusual delay that has occurred in the 
submission of this Report.

M. M. S h r o f f , S e c y B la v a ts k y  Lodge, T. S., Bombay.

B a n k u r a  B r a n c h .
(1.) Babu Pratap Narayana Singha is the President. Babu Kedur- 

nath Kulabhi is the Secretary. Babu Indranarayan Biswas and Hemendra- 
nath Singha, b . a . ,  Assistant Secretaries, the latter being appointed at the 
last annual meeting.

(2.) During the quarter ending the 31st March 1891, four meetings were 
held.

(3.) The attendance was 43*1 per cent.
(4.) Readings from the Bhagavat Grita and conversation on the subject 

read. The purport being recorded in the Resolution book.
(5.) Properly speaking there is no library belonging to the Branch, 

^except a few books, most of which the members bought for themselvos and 
lend the public to read.

(6.) The Branch may undertake to translate works from Sanskrit or 
Vernacular into English.

Kedarnath KuLABHr, Secy.

C o c a n a d a  B r a n c h .
1. The office-bearers are, Mr. K. Subbarayudu ’President, K» Perraju 

Secretary, Gr. Sriramamoorty, Asst. Secretary.
(2.) There was only one meeting held on 29th March 1891,
(3.) Three out of 8 members attended,
(4.) Branch Work Paper No. 1 read and discussed, the teachings of 

. Sankara and his contemporaries conversed upon.
(5.) The public no doubt sympathize with the movement, but they do 

not seem to appreciate or take any active part.

(6.) Tho Branch has gob a small library. Theosophist, The Path, Lucifer 
and The Buddhist subscribed for.

(7.) The Branch cannot undertake any translation work.
G . P e r r a j u , Secy.

K a s i  T a t w a  S a b i i a  T .  S.
1. The office-bearers of the Sabha are as follows :—
Babu Bain Mohan Bannerjee, b . a . ,  President and Babu Jagendranath 

Ghose, B. a., l. l. b . ,  Vice President, Babu Upendranath Basu, m . a .,l .l . b ., Secre­
tary, Moksha-la Das Mittra, Treasurer, Babu Bhagavan Das, m. a., Librarian.

2. The Sabha held only four meetings during tho tirst quarter of this 
year.

3 and 4. Tho percentage of attendance has been very nearly 6o in tho 
average nnd the business of the meeting has been lecturing and discuspiou.

5. The public seems to be quite indifferent to our work although v/e aro 
supposed to be good men.

(3. 'l'he Library of the Branch is pretty well furnished with Theosophical 
literature, and the Branch is a regular subscriber to the 'lhcosophist 
and Lucifer.

7. The Branch is very desirous of undertaking the translation into 
Hindi of a series of Sanskrit works on Vedanta and may shortly bring out & 
Hindi version of the Vedantasara.

U p e n d r a n a t h  B a s u , Secy,

B e z w a d a  T i i e o s o h t i c a l  S o c i e t y , B e z w a d a  B r a n c h .
1. Mr. M. Parankusain Pillay, President, Mr. S. Lingayya, Vice-Presi­

dent, Mr, T. Venkatanarsa Aiyah, Secretary.
3. Six members out of twelve attended the meeting.
4. The nature of the work will appear from the extract of proceed­

ings attached to this.
5. I  cannot give any satisfactory reply to this unless the Socioty go on 

with its work in a proper way for some time longer.
6. 1, Hints ou Esoteric Theosophy; 2, People from the other World, by

H. S. Olcott; o, Occult World, by Sinnett. We subscribe for the Theosophist..
7. I  will answer this in the next quarterly return.

J. M. A r a t c i i a r i , Secy.

C o i m b a t o r e  B r a n c h .

1. Mr. N. Annasawmi Rao, President, Mr. N. Ramaswami Aiyar, Secre­
tary, Mr. S. Bagavendra Rao, Assistant Secretary.

3. 29 per cent ; 23 sympathisers in all.
4. The Society has appointed a Sanskrit Pandit named Vijayandraclmr* 

who reads aud explains the lives of great men from Sanskrit works. Reading, 
Key to Theosophy regularly with discussions on Theosophical matters.

5- The public are indifferent rather than hostile.
6. No regular library is maintained but some of tho members havo 

p re sen te d  somo of the Theosophical works to the branch. The Theosophist, 
The Lucifer and The Path have been subscribed for.

7. Neither the members nor sympathisers are at present prepared to 
undertake the translating business.

S. B a g a v e n d r a  R a o ,  Asst. Secy.

B e l l a r y  B r a n c h .

1. Bai Bahadur A. Sabhapatby Moodr, President, T. A. Swaminatha 
Iyer, Secretary.

2. Eive meetings held.
3. One-third ot the number of the members attended.
4. Branch papers read and general questions discussed.
5 . The public is just now beginning to know of our work. Most peoplo 

appreciate.
6. Thero is a library and the’Tlieosophist is subscribed for.
7. Caunot now undertake to translate any. There are one or two who 

could do a little in this respect, but they are fnily occupied with various 
irorks, of course Theosojhical, &c, A  good many sympathisers attend th^



•meeting. The Inst two T. S. meetings were attended by nearly 100 persons 
each time. Taking into consideration the short time since the Branch was 
put into au active state, this is good result. Future promises much.

A .  H a n u m a n t a c h a r i , fo r  Secy., T. S.

C u i k g l e p u t  B r a n c h .

1. Mr. K. Ramachendra Iyer, President, D. Raghurarna Rao, Secretary.
2. Two m ee tin g s held.
3. The percentage of attendance was about 79 per cent.
4. Discussion of tlie improvement of Society in [raining rules therefore 

and joining new members and reading the Branch Papers.
5. There is no appreciation of the movement by tho public. Though 

come say that movement is a good one yet they do not really take part in it:
6. There are none at present to undertake the work*

D. R a g  HU r a m a  R a o , Secretary.

A m b a s a m u d r a m  B r a n c h .

(1) The names of olficc-bearers are M. R. Ry. V. Mudanasami Row 
Avergal, President, M. R. Ry. R. Subbier, Secretary.

(2) The number of meetings held in the 1st quarter of this year was: three.
(3) Percentage of attendance was : 66*4 per cent.
(4) Tho nature of tbe work done:—
Reading and discussing of pamphlets (as Prasnottaras, &c.,) and journals 

(as Path and Lucifer). Some of the members of the Branch are also study­
ing Sanscrit together and meet for the purpose every evening in the place 
where the Branch meets generally.

(5) The public of this place do not care to take to Theosophical 
teachings. Some of them are opposed to the very name of Theosophy and 
the Theosophical Society, though their general preachings and the doc­
trines recommended by the Theosophy are identical. The Branch, however, 
is doing its duty, in the confidence that there will be no opposition iu the 
long run.

The Local Public Reading Room of which thc Branch T. S. is attached 
has a pretty decent Library, consisting a good many of Theosophical books. 
The Branch is subscribing for the Lucifer and the Path. The Theosophist 
is sent for by the Jubilee Reading Room, of which the Branch members are 
also members.

A t present the Branch is nob in a position to undertake the translation 
of Sanscrit and other works into English. It  will take some time before ifc 
cau do so. That it should be doing some useful service always to the cause 
i>f Theosophy is the earnest wish of all the members.

I I .  S u b b i y e r , Secretary*

B a n g a l o r e  C a n t o n m e n t  B r a n c h .

1. The same office-bearers as published in April Theosophist. r
2. About four meetings were held, for conduct of business and reading 

Branch work.
3. The percentage of attendance was about 50 per cent.
4. There are four or five earnest members in this branch who make it

their duty to study Theosophical journals subscribed for by this branch. In  
the quarter under report, the branch was not able to do anything special, as 
the premises had to be changed and for other reasons. The school lessons 
for children published in the Path are reprinted aud copies distributed free­
ly by the branch. It  is the intention to open during the current month a 
class to study commencing with “ Five Years of Theosophy.”

5. The branch is not in a position to say definitely anything on this
point. When public lectures are arranged on theosophical subjects, we 
x>btain good and intelligent audience, but beyond this tho public has shows| 
no sign of any kind of attitude towards thfeoBophy.

6. The branch possesses the 1st class Library recommended ab ita 
establishment by our esteemed President Founder. Several books have 
*ince been added. The journals now taken are (1) Theosophist, (2) P ath,

(3) Theosophical siftings, aud (4) Vedantin. It  i9 proposed to subscribo
for Lucifer shortly.

7. The branch regrets that few members know Sanskrit and cannot
undertake to translate.

A .  S i n g a r a v e l u , Secretary.

M e e r u t  B r a n c h .
The following are the gentlemen who hold the offices noted against 

their respective names in this Branch :—
Pandit Rama Prasad, M. a ., Pleader,President-, Pandit Chandra Shekhera, 

2nd Master, Zilla School, Meerut, Secretary; Chaturbhai Munsarim, Sub- 
Judge’s Court, Meerut, Joint Secretary.

The Meerut Branch holds its meetings weekly on every Sunday. On 1st 
Sunday of every month, or later, if necessary, it holds public meetings, and 
on other Sundays, ordinary ones, which however are not close.

Twelve meetings, in all, were held during the quarter under review, out
of which 2 were public against 10 ordinary. #

There are 11 members on the Roll of the Register of this Branch, the 
average number of attendance is 54 4 per cent.

The majority of the audience appeared to have been in favor of the move­
ment, and it is hoped that if this system of lecturing publicly be continued, 
the public will surely appreciate the working of this institution and will join 
the workers. Some of the gentlemen who were present in the impressive 
and thoughtful lecture delivered on the 1st Feb. 1891 by Pandit Rama Prasad, 
m . a . ,  on the objects of the “ Theosophical Society,” expressed their views in
favor of this institution. ^

The Society has got a Library containing some 53 books on Iheosopliy,
Science, &c. . .

The Branch receives two monthly journals at present. It is a subscriber 
to the Theosophist and Mrs. Mary Frances White has favored the Branch with 
a presentation of Lucifer for the year 1891.

Our President Pandit Rama Prasad, m . a . ,  Pleader, has already translated 
a book in Sanskrit named Sivagama and printed under the name of Nature’s 
Finer Forces with 15 Introductory Essays. He is now writing a com­
mentary on a Sanskrit book named Suryasahasranaw, under the head of

^ St It  isPbeing published in the Theosophist in the form of Essays. Vide 
Theosophist for March and April 1891.

As to other members they do not as yet feel ready to take the responsi­
bility upon themselves.

S u r a t  B r a n c h .

The following is a list of the office-bearers of the Branch :—
Mr. Navtamram Pittawram Trivedi, President ; Mr. Parasuram 

Harisukhram Mehta, Secretary ; Mr. Maneklal Nagindas Mehta, Treasurer; 
Mr. Nanabbai Haridas, Clerk, Assistant Treasurer.

Some of the members of the Branch hold daily meetings at the Presi­
dent’s house, and in addition to these, weekly meetings are held on every 
Sunday evening. The meetings are generally attended by almost all the 
members attached to this Branch. Portions from Theosophical Literature 
are read and the purport is said over again by the President in Gujcrati for 
the benefit of those who cannot understand English. The following subjects 
will give an idea of the nature of the portions read, viz., “ Tho Constitution of 
Man” (both sevenfold and fourfold), “ What happens on Physical Death,” 
“ The State of Man after Death,” “ Relation between the Higher and tho Lower 
Manas,” “ The Moon, ita relation to our Earth and its Contents,” “ Karma,”
&Cw

In  addition to this, our excellent Bro., Lt. Peacocke, and Dr. Dinshah 
have started a class for the study of the Secret Doctrine and of such other 
works as are allied to the subject. The class meets on Thursdays and Sun­
days. The number of members who can take active interest in ifc is very 
limited. The removal of Bro. Lt. Peacocke from among us is serious loss to 
us. The Sunday meetings are generally attended by outsiders and sym­
pathisers, but the attitude of the general public seema to be very cold, , .



The Branch lias its own Library, which, though not numerically strong, 
contains many of the best Theosophical publications. We liave been sub* 
scribing to the Theosophist all along, and have jnst sent orders tor The Path.

The Branch does see the necessity as well as the utility of translating 
Sanscrit and Vernacular books into English; but being mostly composed of 
members holding subordinate offices in Government employ, have scarcely 
time enough to allow them to undertake any such business. There is no 
competent Sanscritest attached to our Branch.

P a r a s u r a m : H a r i s u k h r a m  M e h t a , Secy. Surat Branch, T. S .

T h e  N a r m a d a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
S e c r e t a r y 's  O f f i c e ,  H o s h a n g a b a d , 14th A pril 189 L  

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,
(1). The following have been the office-bearers of the Branch during 

tbe above period.
Chowdhery Pragchand, President. Jagannath Prasad, Secretary.
(2). There was only one meeting held during the quarter under report.(
(3)* The meeting was attended by all the six members.
(4). The Branch has devoted its attention to the improvement of the Sans­

crit school. There are 25 boys on the roll. The average attendance is 17 or 
68 per cent. Three boys are reading Sidhanta Komudi and Raghubansas, 8 boys 
Laghu Komudi and Hitopodesha. The rest Amarkosha. The Branch has asked 
several Malguzars of the District to collect somo grain from the thrashing- 
floors in their villages as a help to the school. Some Malguzars have already 
collected and some have promised to do it as soon as possible.

(5). The Sanscrit school is very much liked by the people of this District.
(fj). There is a small library attached to ‘the Branch, and one of tho

members of the Branch, Babu Grisli Chandra, is a subscriber to the Theo- 
sophist, which is utilized by all the members of the Branch.

(7). As for the work of translation, the Branch has for its main object 
the translation into Vernacular of English or Sanscrit works, and so the 
Branch cannot undertake to do other translations unless it has trans­
lated the most important works on Theosophy from English into th<* 
vernacular of this District.

J a g a n n a t i i a  P r a s a d  M i t r a ,  Secretary.

N e l l o r e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .
14//?- A pril 1891.

(1). Mr.T. JayaramaNaidu, President, Mr. A. Mahadeva Sastri, Secretary+
(2). Eight meetings were held in the quarter.
(3). Attendance— 50 per cent, of the members, .besides strangers anA 

sympathizers, ranging from 5 to 15.
(4). One of the 8 meetings was devoted to the general business of the 

branch-administration. The rest were occupied with the expositions of 
Bhagavat Gita, Chapter V, by the Secretary of the branch in the light of Sri 
Sankara Charya’s commentary, and the reading and discussing of the 
Branch-work Papers Nos. I  and II.

(5). The P ra s n o t t a ra  and the Branch-work Papers havo convinced the 
interested public here that the Society is doing some active work. Now 
that orthodox Brahmins as well as other Hindus are taking interest in the 
Society’s work as members of tho branch, the general public regard the 
movement as something better than foreign propagaudism, and not calcu­
lated. to shako the foundation of the Hindu society. Among tho mem­
bers, I  can say that there are four or five earnest members who think that 
they must help the movement to the best of their means. The rest may be 
regarded as mere sympathizers. Those of the public who have any claim to 
higher education and who aro not already members are turning their atten­
tion to the snbject, but there are some, who are so self-sufficient, that any­
thing but theosophical seems to therta to better deserve their attention. 
To reclaim such men, is the work only of a European of advanced thinking, 
t o  whom alone they will pay any regard.

(6). There is a library consisting of about 90 volumes and pamphk<t&
bearing on Mesmerism, Spiritualism, Philosophy, &c. Tho branch subscribes 
for the T h eo so p h ist and has resolved to subscribe for the P a th  and L u c if e r  afc 
Boon aa funds permit. ..............  - I

(7). The branch has undertaken the translation of Sri Sankaracharya s 
commentary oti the Bhagavad Gita, which is worked on b} the Jsecietary 
of the branch. There is another Sanscrit English scholar who can 
translate some minor works. Those of the rest who are able to do any~ 
thing aro very hard worked in their respective departments of public 
service.

, * A. M a h a d e v a  S a s t r y ,  Secretary, Nellore T. S.

G u n t u r :— This branch, of which Mr. J. Poornayya Pantulu Garu is the 
President and Mr. H. Bhagavanta Row the Secretary, is doing good work. 
I f  has held four meetings during the quarter. The average attendance at 
each is 30. In  the meetings lectures on Theosophical subjects are occasionally 
given and translations of Upanishads are read to the public. The audience 
composed of m e m b e r s  a n d  sympathizers, it is said, show very great interest. 
There is a library attached to the branch containing U s e f u l  theosophical and 
o t h e r  w o r k s  to the value of Rs. 300. The Theosophist is subscribed for by the 
branch. The branch says the Secretary intends to translate ‘Vivekachu- 
damani’ from Sanskrit) literature and ‘ Mesmerism’ from English.

M a d u r a . — M r .  P. Narayana Aiyar, b .  a . ,  b . l . ,  the Secretary of tho 
Madura branch, says in his report for the last quarter that the branch is 
cetting on well, through the very high hopes entertained by him at its revi­
val have failed to some extent. Some six members absented themselves so 
long from the branch meetings that No. 4 of the Branch Rules was put into 
force against them and their names were consequently struck out. We have, 
however, the satisfaction to see that the branch, now consisting of seveu 
members and five sympathizers, represents a good centre of theosophic activity 
a l l  of t h e m  being really earnest men. The President, Mr. Sadasivaiyer, m. a . ,  

District Munsif, is a gentleman of good abilities and learning, and the branch 
is fortunate enough in having secured his service. Regular weekly meetings, 
of which there were ten during the quarter, are held, in which the Bhagavat 
Gita, Prasnottara and Branch-work Papers are read, and the interest shown 
b v  the members evinces itsetf in the beautiful discussions that arise on theoso­
p h i c a l  s u b j e c t s  on such occasions. Three lectures were delivered before the 
b r a n c h  during the quarter, two by Mr. 0. Kotayya and one by Mr. Jagan- 
nadaiya. The branch bas got a small library of really useful books. 
The Secretary has also got a decent library of the latest thcosophical publi­
cations, so that many useful books are available to the members. The branch 
has on the whole done good work during the quarter.

M a s u l i p a t a m  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

15th A pril, 1891.
R e s p e c t e d  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

1. As requested in your General Circular No. 2, dated 4th April 1891, 
I  beg to submit the report on the working of the branch for the quarter end­
ing 31st March last.

2. Office-bearers,— The branch is headed by V. V> S. Avadbani, Esq., b . a . ,  

Pleader, District Court, Kistna, as President. The Vice-President is M. R. Ry.
V  Kameswara Row Garu, Sub-Asst. Inspector of Schools, Bandar Range. 
The office of Secretary is held by myself. The Asst. Secretary and Trea­
surer is Mr. Puli var ti Sobhanadri Chetty, Acct. Kistna Collectorate. The 
Librarian is M. R. Ry. Kanagala Venkataramayya Pantalugaru, Assistant 
Master, Hindu H igh School, Masulipatam.

3. Number of Meetings.—Ol the 13 Sundays in the quarter, purely Theoso­
phical meetings were held on 9 Sundays. The holding of our meeting was 
prevented on one occasion by the departure of our beloved Brother and 
P r e s i d e n t  Founder of our Society, Mr. V. Sundararamayya Pantulu Garu, 
on an official tour. On another occasion accommodation was made for an 
interesting Telugu lecture ou “ Hindu Reforms,” by Mr. M. Butchyya 
Pantulu, Editor of Hindu Reformer, Madras. Mr. Puranam Nagabhusha- 
nam, b . a . ,  now a student of the B. L. Class, Madras, delivered on one Sunday 
a  v e r y  interesting and instructive lecture on “Tlio Religious tcndcncics 
of educated Young Men” to a large audience with our much lamented



late brother K. Seshayya Chetti Garoo, b . a . ,  F. TV S., of Kurnool, who 
took the opportunity of imparting Theosophical knowledge in a very instruc­
tive manner to tlie people of these parts. No Theosophical meeting could 
be held on the 4th occasion owing to a public meeting held “ On the Age 
Consent Bill Question.”

4. Percentage of attendance.— The average attendance of the resident 
members of the Branch at our nine meetings is 7 out of 21 or 33 per cent. 
60 outside sympathisers and others have also attended our meetings.

5. Nature of work done.— On two occasions important articles were read 
from the Theosophist. On four Sundays “ Prasnottaras” aud “ Branch- 
work” Papers were read. The “ Bhagavat Gita” was read and explained by the 
Society’s Pundit at one meeting. At the other two meetings, articles on 
“ Reincarnation” in the Theosophist and “ The Key to Theosopliy,” were read 
and explained by our late brother of Kurnool, Mr. K. Seshayya Chetti.

6. L ibrary, See.— The Branch has a small library of its own, consist­
ing of about 150 Theosophical publications, &c., chiefly obtained from tho 
Parent Society. The journal Theosophist is beiug subscribed for by the 
branch, which also gets, through the Local Hindu Tract Society, the San­
marga Bodhini of Bellary and the Hindu Reformer of Madras. It  is the inten­
tion of the Branch to subscribe for the Lucifer of London and the Path of 
America.

7. Translation Work.— M. R. Ry. Y. Sundararamayya Pantulu Garu 
proposes to undertake the translations of Drihdrisyavivekam , a Sanskrit 
treatise on Adwaita Philosophy, by Sri Sankaracharya. Kindly let me know 
whether this has been already translated into English to save unnecessary 
labor.

Wishing every success to the Theosophical Society at large.
K. A n a n d a  R o w ,  Secretary.

J u b b u l p o r e .— This Branch, of which Babu Girish Chandra Mukerjee ia 
the President and Mr. Panda Baijnath, Secretary, held regular weekly meet­
ings during the last quarter. The average attendance is 9*3. In  the meet­
ings they study Tatwabodha, a small treatise on Vedanta, for half an hour. 
After this, a paper,either original or taken from some journal, is read before the 
members. flhe Branch takes care to see that every member who asks any 
question bearing upon philosophical subject is properly answered. There 
is a small library attached to the Branch and some individual members 
subscribe for the Theosophist and the Path. The Branch as such, says the 
Secretary, cannot at present undertake any translation work. On the whole 
it has done good work during the quarter.

B R A N C H  REPO RTS.
A n n u a l  R e p o r t , 1890-91.

Our Branch Society,called “ Tbe Mozufferpore Theosophical Society,” 
came into existence on the 2nd of February 1890. When it was first pro­
posed that there should be established a Branch of the Theosophical Society 
here, we were at a loss for a President, but fortunately for this Society, at the 
suggestion of two pleaders of the Local Bar, we hit upon a man who, by his 
very nature, is an embodiment of Theosophic principles, I  mean our present 
President, the man but for whom I  do not know whether our Branch Society 
could have survi ved the ridicule levelled against us. The rules of this Branch 
Society provide that meetings should beheld twice a month, but somehow or 
other only 13 meetings wero held during the last year, of which one was an 
extraordinary meeting to consider the steps that are to be taken for inviting 
the eminent Theosophist R. Harte, Esq., who came on visiting tour to Bengal. 
Only one gentleman was added to the list of our members, viz., Babu Shy am 
Behari Lall, who was already a member of thc Theosophical Society in the 
course of the year. Two eminent Sanyasis visited us during the last year. 
Those of our members present at the lecture oi Sanyasi Pramodanath on 
“ The Mystery of the Creation,” will always remember it to be one that can 
proceed only from a practical yogi, well versed in the spirit of Shastras 
philosophy. The members of our Society numbered only 13 in the last year, 
and at present wc are only 11 iu number. The average attendance at the 
meetings of thc last year was 6'25, not a very good attendance after all. The

work done by our branch Society during the last year is only a little. I  
have mentioned above that only 13 meetings were held in the last year, but 
it is due to the members of this Society here to mention that on account of 
influenza and other diseases there was no meeting held in tho month of 
March, nor was there meeting m the months of November and December 
owing to Durgapoojali and other holidays. In the meetings of the last }ear 
some pages of some books and magazines on Theosophy, specially of tho “ Key 
to Theosophy,” “ Light on the Path,” tho Theosoplmt and the Path  used to bo 
read and discussed, and latterly Shrimat Bhagavadgita used to be read and 
discussed. The interest evinced by tho members in thoso meetings was
simply as ifc should be....... Tho financial condition of our branch Socicty is
iiot very unsatisfactory. We have been able to subscribe for the Theosophist 
and the Path. Some members have made presents Of a few books to tlio 
Library of our Branch Society, bufc there remains still sad need of more books 
on Theosophy. Our Society has no hall of its own to hold its meetings in, 
but its meetings are held at the residence of our esteemed friend and Presi­
dent, whose untiring zeal in this cause, notwithstanding his manifold duties  ̂
is simoly admirable.

R a g o o n a n d a n  P r a s a d ,  Joint Secretary.
V i z i a n a g a r a M .— 'This branch, which was for some time past in a complete 

state of inactivity and did nofc answer to calls from the Head-quarters afc 
the beginning of the present year, has now begun to show some signs of revival. 
The activity now shown is owing to the earnestness of some of its members 
as appears from the copy of the proceedings of its meeting on the 2lst ultimo.

Proceedings of a Meeting of the Vasista T. S., Vizianagaravn.
A t a meeting of the Vasista Theosophical Society held on the 21sfc 

March 1891, in Mr. A. L. Narasimham Chettiar s house, the following Fellows
were present: ^  .

Messrs. A.L. Narasimham Chettiar, B. a . & B. L . ,  V. Venkataraya Sastriar,
B. a ., P. Srirama Sastriar, S. Appaya Garu, and N. V. Chalapathy Sastri.

Mr. A. L. Narasimham Chettiar was voted to the Chair.
The following resolutions were unanimously passed.
I. That Mr. A. L. Narasimham Chettiar be the President, and Mr. 

N. V. Chalapathi Sastri be the Secretary, of the Vasista Theosophical

Joe ety. j£esgrs> C. Vasoodeva Row Pantulu Garu and N. Gopala Row 
Garu be recommended to be admitted as Fellows of the Theosophical Society 
without payment of the initiation fee of Rs. 10 ort account of the limited 
number of the members of this branch and the active interest which the 
abovementioned gentlemen take in the cause of Theosopliy.*

IV . That necessary arrangements be made for the due reception of Mr.
C. Kotayyah who is expected here shortly.

V. That meetings be held not less than once a month in Mr. A. L. 
Narasimham Chettiar’s house on the last but one Saturday of every month.
V IZIANAGARAM, 7 A. L. N a R A S I B I I I A M ,

•bth A pril 1891. j  Chairman.
N. V .  C h a l a p a t h y  S a s t r i ,

Secy, to the V. T. S . Vizianagaram.
D u m r a o n .— It  appears from the proceedings of a meeting of the Dumraon 

branch dated 25th March 1891 thafc ifc is just beginning to show some signs 
of activity. In  connection with the revival of this branch, e must nofc fail 
to recognize the energy and zeal of Bro. Babu Devi Prasad now transferred 
to Balia. Ifc is enough to say that he came down from Balia fco Dumraon 
(on my request), simply for the purpose of reviving tho branch. H is lec- . 
tures produced the desired effecfc and fche branch is now Working well.

Yours fraternally, B i p i n  V i i i a r i  G u p t a .

T r e v a n d r a m .— This branch is reviving after the formation of tho section. 
I t  is all due to the exertions of Mr. R. Padmanabha Charya, B. a . , Secretary 
of the branch. It  is a strange fact with regard to the influence of Theoso- > 
phy in this place thafc sympathizers, of whom a list is kept in the branch,

* T h is  p ro p o s itio n  h a s  b e en  e a a c tio n e d  by  s p e c ia l o rd e r  f ro m  t h e  G e n e ra l  
Secretary.



take more .active interest than even the members themselves. The Secretary 
has got a Library which he freely allows the use of to all members and 
sympathizers.

M a d r a s . — Given the initiation in the meeting of the 5th Instant by tho 
General Secretary, the Madras branch has once more been fortunately placed 
on a decent working basis.

Mr. Sivasankara Pandiyaji, elected as the President of the branch and 
so well known to us as the champion of all movements vindicative of tho 
primitive wisdom of hoary Aryavarta, is natnrally looked up to for keeping 
up the created interest and furnishing the incentive to more energetic action. 
His capacity for work of such a kind, combined with snch readiness and 
ardour for good work as knows no slackening, especially when gratitude puts 
him under a deeper debt, is too well known at least to the public of Madras to 
allow of its heart entertaining any doubts as to the future success of the 
branch, but, as, however, it is unjust to leave him to work single-handed 
whilst every other member can in the nature of Theosophie work assist the 
movement to the extent of his intellectual and other resources, it is earnestly 
requested that one and all of the members will prove themselves Useful by 
lending Mr. Pandiyaji all their co-operate efforts in the direction of improv­
ing the condition of the branch as much as possible. The meeting of the 12th 
opened by Mr. Pandiyaji promises a good future for the branch. The 
Bhagavat-gita as read and explained by him is expected to produce a salutary 
effect on the minds of the audience. We hope that ere long the branch will 
stand forth as one of the most useful centres of theosophie activity.

Lists of members have come from the two branches, Noakhali and Vizia- 
nagaram, during the month. These have been sent all the three issues of 
Prasnottara and Branch-work Paper. Prasnottara No. 1 has been sent to 
all the members of the Madras branch who attended the meeting of the 12th 
Instant.

I  am glad to report that the letters coming from the different branches 
of the Section under my charge show such fraternal feeling and sympathy 
that I  always feel myself more happy in the work than out of it.

B .—Prasnottara No. 4 has been sent in bulk to the Secretaries of all 
Branches which have sent in lists of their members and individually to each 
unattached member. Members or Branches not receiving their copies iti 
due course are requested to notify me at once. Branch Paper No. IV . is 
ready and will be despatched this week.

Owing to lack of space the report o£ Mr. Kotayya’s tour has had to be 
held over till next month.

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IE T Y , A M E R IC A N  SEC T IO N .
N e w  Y o r k , 5th March 1891. 

Secretary, Theosophical Society, A dyar, Madras, In d ia .
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r

On the 25th of February, 1891, there was issued from this office a 
Charter to the Toronto Theosophical Society, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, with 
five Charter members. The President-elect is Mr. Albert E. S. Smythe 
and the Secretray-elect Mr. Algernon H. Blackwood, 291, College St. Please 
publish above in the Theosophist,

A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,
To a l l  U ,  S. B r a n c h e s  a n d  C o u n c i l l o r s :

1. Branch Presidents and Secretaries should see that all their members
are notified of the following : •

2. The Annual Convention will meet in Boston on Sunday, April 26, 
1891, at Steinert Hall, corner of Tremont and Boylston Streets, opposite 
Boston Common. This Hall seats 300 people and is up one flight. The Hall 
has been hired for tbe whole day. See Program inside.

3. The Convention will be continued on Monday, April 27th, at Tremont 
lemple, on Tremont Street, Boston. See Program.

4. A ll members of the Theosophical Society are entitled to attend the 
convention. Production of Diploma is proof of membership.

' • "^rs* Annie Besant of London will attend as representative of Mme.
BlavatBky, and Dr. Arch. Keightley of London as delegate of the British 
bection 1 . S., or otherwise.

P r o v i s i o n a l  P r o g r a m .
S u n d a y , a t  S t e i n e r t  H a l l ,  A p r i l  2 6 t h .

Morning session 10 to 12-30.
1. Calling to order ; 2. Election of Temporary Chairman and Secretary to 

Convention ; 3. Adoption of program; 4. Organizing; 5. Election of Perma­
nent Chairman ; 6. Reception of foreign delegates; 7 . Report of General Secre­
tary ; 8. Appointment of Committees : (a) Auditing, (b) On Resolutions and 
Constitution, (r) On Nominations for 1891-92.

All resolutions and amendments are to be offered at this session and 
referred to Committee.
Afternoon, 2 to 5-30 p . m.

1. Reading Communications; 2. Reports of Committees and action 
thereon; 3. Election of Officers and Committees for 1891-92; 4. Papers, 
Addresses, Discussions, new business.
Evening, 8 to 10 p . m.

Papers, Discussions, and Address by Mrs. Besant.
M o n d a y , a t  T r e m o n t  T e m p l e , A p r i l  2 7 t h .

Morning 10 to 12 ; afternoon 2 to 5-30; evening 8 to 10. Resolutions and 
reports, if any, must be offered first ab morning and afternoon sessions ; 
papers and addresses not covered on Sunday to be heard.

Evening session is devoted to a lecture by Mrs. Besant free to members, 
but for which the public are to pay. Members’ tickets may be had of the 
General Secretary or the officers of the Boston T. S.

In  preparation, for the forthcoming American Convention announced 
above, an admirable article in the Boston Evening Transcript for March 7, 
from the able pen of our Brother J. Ransom Bridge, will form a good intro­
duction for the proceedings of the Convention in so far as they are likely 
to interest the Boston public. We have not space to comment upon this 
article at length, but we have read it with great pleasure, and trust that ifc 
may lead many intelligent citizens of the hub of the universe to consider more 
seriously the light which the theory of re-incarnation throws upon the mys­
tery of existence.

There is also a powerful article on “ Religion and Reform” from the 
Theosophical view point in the Twentieth Century for March 12, from the 
pen of William Q. Judge. These are samples of the constant evidences in tho 
literature of the time which show that the Theosophical movement has leffe 
a marked impress on the thought of our time, a mark which will go on in­
creasing with every year of the Society’s activity and which will point oub 
to the Western world the ancient wisdom of the East as a source to which 
they should look forward for future guidance.

We have also received an admirable reproduction of a very good photo­
graph of Annie Besant, which is being sent to all subscribers with the April 
Path.

T H E  L IB E L  S U IT S.
A g a i n s t  “ N. Y. S u n ”  a n d  E l l i o t  C o u e s .

The following extract from the Path  for March last will be read with 
interest:—

Several letters inquiring about these suits having been received, and 
various rumours about them having arisen, facts are given.

It  is not possible to bring any suit to trial in New York very quickly, 
as all the Calendars are crowded and suitors have to await their turn.

It  is not possible in New York to have newspapers notice the progress 
of suits for libel against other newspapers, as an agreement exists between 
the Various editors that no such publication will be made. Hence the silence 
about the abovementioned actions.

The actions were begun in earnest and are awaiting trial. They will 
be continued until a verdict is reached or a retraction given.

One victory has been gained in this way. The N. Y. Sun putin a long 
answer to Mme. Blavatsky’s complaint, and her lawyer demurred to its suffi­
ciency as a defence. That question of law was argued before Judge Beach 
in the Supreme Court, and on the argument the lawyer for the Sun confessed 
in open Court their inability to prove the charge of immorality on which the 
suit lies, and asked to be allowed to return the mass of irrelevant inatter in



the answer. These matters could only have been meant to be used to preju­
dice a jury. Bub Judge Beach sustained Mme. Blavatsky’s objection and 
ordered the objecbionable matter to be stricken put. Thd case now looks 
merely like one in which the only question will be fche amount of damages, 
and everything must now stand until bhe case is reached in the Trial Term. 
This decision on fche demurrer was a substantial victory. The suit againsb 
Dr. Elliot Coues is in exactly the same condition.

IN D IA N  S E C T IO N  F IN A N C IA L  STA TEM EN T . 
Balance brought forward from last month’s accounfc ... Rs. 1,358 
Tinnevelly Branch T. S., annual subscription ... „ 5
Mr. Purvendra Narayan Sinha (Bankipur), cost of 200 

copies of Branch Work, No. 2 
Entrance Fees of Messrs. C. V. and 0. R. M. (Cuddapah)

Rs. 20, A. N. and T. M. and M. V. Rs. 12; V. P. Rs. 2 
and N. L. Rs. 5. ... ... ...

Surat Branch T. S., annual subscription for 1891 
Mozufferpore Branch T. S., do. of 7 members 
Bellary Branch T. S., do. do. of 3 members 
Do. do. Donation to Indian Section ... ...

Mozufferpore T. S., annual subscription of member ...
Mr. N. Pitchu Pillay (Vedarniem) ...
Bhavnagar Branch annual subscription ...
Mr. M. N. Divedi, entrance fees of Mr* C.

annual subscription of do. and himself ...
M iss A. Ballard, annual subscription ...
Entrance Fees of K. B. S. (Benares) ...
Annual subscription of Meerut T. S. Rs. 12 

T. S. Rs. 7: K. Kalabhai (Bankura) Re. 1:
Branch Rs. 11; and Kinchinjunga T. S. Rs. 4 

Rewah T. S. Baroda
Annual subscription of Mozufferpore Branch T. S. Rs.

3: OlcotbT. S* Rs. 9: Midnapur T. S. Rs. 9 ...
Annual dues of Messrs. Gr. L. Sanghari (Balucher), R. C.

K. 1-2-0; C. L. Patel (Surat) Re. 1; Jwala Prasad (Sahas- 
wan) Rs. 2 ; R. Sukhbai (Baroda) Re. 1; D. N. Mitra 
(Mozufferpore) Rs. 2; M. Umapathi Mudeliar (Madhu- 
rantakam) Rs. 2; M. G-ourishanker (Manipuri) Rs. 6.

Entrance Fees of Messrs. K. M. S. R. P. I. and T. S. I.* 
(Mannargudi) Rs. 40; R. S. (Baroda) Rs. 10; and C. L. 
(Warrangal) Rs. 10 ...

Donations of Messrs. N. D; Khandalwalla (Poona) Rs. 25:
A. Ramachendra Iyer (Bangalore) Rs. 40: A. N. Rs.
25 * A. Sympathiser Re. 1: Gkmrishanker (Manipuri)
Rs.4: ...

Mr. 0. Firth (York) subscription for Prasnottara 5 s

3 6 
0 0

6 1 0

S. and

Pakur
Lahore

39
2 1
7
3

36
1
3

14

14
2

10

35
39

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

o 0 
0 0 
0 0

0 0 
o o

21 0 0

15

80

2 0 

0 0

E x p e n d i t u r e .

Salaries • *•« •.« ’ M l  1 .4

Printing ... M< ... ...
Postage ... ... ...
Travelling expenses of the General Secretary ... 
Sundri^  ... M#

Total

Total
Balance

Grand Total

... .} 95 0 0
*••• Ji 3 8 0

}» 1,807 14 6

... Rs. 80 0 0
,, 144 6 0

103 6 0
18 1 2 0

».» a 5 11 6

••• a 352 3 0
• •• n 1,455 11 0

1,807 14 6

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

J U N E  1 8 9 1

F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T , I N D I A N  S E C T IO N .

T he Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledges wjtl̂  fihauka-tha-focflinfc o£«
f)lA frvllnxirl n.r»   j  :—— .t ' ,r

Bertram Keightley, m. a., the General Secretary, Indian Section, left 

Head-Quarters on 2 1 s t  May for C o l o m b o  in order to meet Col. Olcotfc 

■who is {roilin' to London from Australia. 1 he 1 lefiidcnt, however^ 

did not arrive by the Mail on the 28th, and Mr. Keightley telegraphs 

lie will wait at Colombo for Mail of June llth.

A  telegram has boen received from London intimating that a 

Convention of the Theosophical Society will be held in London early 

in July, where delegates will congregate from all quarters of the globe.

VO
3

IO
0

V
0

22 10 0

4 0 0

__ juov. [ M u s s o u r i) ... ... ...
Mr. W. R. Old (London), being the subscription of

Liverpool T. S. £  1-12-0 
Messrs. P. Kesava Pillay and J. Srinivasa Row (Gdoty), 

at Rs 2 each ... ... ...
S. E. G o p a l a c h a u l u ,

ISih May 1891. AssL Treasurer*

Last month’s balance brought forward ... ...Rs. 1,455 11 0
Entrance fees of Messrs. (x. N. {Warangal), P. D. D.

(Surat), C. V. (Tipperah), D. K. S. (Calcutta), at Rs.
10 each ... ... ... ... ... n 40 0 0

Do. of Messrs. P. T. (Surat) Rs. 14; N. C. V. (Bezwada)
Rs. 2; K. V. S., V. V. S. and C. K. S., at Rs. 5 each „ 31 0 0

Do. do. of 3 members of Tiruvalur Branch Rs. 30;
Mr. S. B. Rs. 4; and of 6 members of the Bombay 
Branch Rs. „60 ; J, S. (Warangal) Rs. 10 ... ... „ 104 0 0

Donations from Messrs. C. Sambiah Rs. 10; Jehangir 
Sorabji (Warangal) Rs. 10; S. J. Padshah (Calcutta)
Rs. 8 ; Anantharai Nathji Mehta (Kundla) Rs. 21;
A. N. S. Rs. 25; I. C. Dev. (Mussouri) Rs. 10 ; R. Kal- 
yauarama Iyer (Trichinopoly) Re. 1; P. D. Khan 
(Ceylon) Rs. 10; contribution of Bezwada Branch 
towards Mr. Kotayya’s tour expenses Rs. 7*8-0 „ 102 8 0

Annual dues from Bankura T. S. Rs. 3; Jubbulpore 
T. S. Rs. 11; Berhampore Rs. 21 ; Cocanada T. S.
Rs. 7 ; Bezwada T. S. Rs. 16 ... ... . 58 0 0

Do. do. of Messrs. B. P. N. ( I lo s p e t t ) ,  two others of 
Bellary Branch Rs. 3; P. D. D. P. and T. ( S u r a l )  Rs. 3 ;
R. P. ( T r iv a n d r u m ) , , ,  , M  ... „ 8 0 0



the answer. These matters could only have been meant to be used to preju­
dice a jury. Bub Judge Beach sustained Mme. Blavataky’s objection and 
ordered the objectionable matter to be stricken put. Thd case now looks 
merely like one in which the only question will be the amount of damages, 
and everything must now stand until the case is reached in the Trial Term. 
This decision on the demurrer was a substantial victory. The suit against 
Dr. Elliot Coues is in exactly the same condition.

IN D IA N  SE C T IO N  F IN A N C IA L  STA TEM EN T .
Balance brought forward from last month’s account ... Rs. 1,358 3 6
Tinnevelly Branch T. S., annual subscription ... „ 5 0 0
Mr. Purvendra Narayan Sinha (Bankipur), cost of 200

v ^  °  ..... 6 1 0

K . 1-2-0; C. L. Patel (Etirat) Re. I ; J  waia x l onctu y-
wan) Rs.. 2 ; R. Sukhbai (Baroda) Re. 1; D. N . Mitra 
(Mozufferpore) B>s. 2; M . Umapathi Mudeliar (Madhu- 
rantaham) Rs. 2 ; M . Gourishanker (Manipuri) Rs. 6. „ 15 2 0

Entrance Fees of Messrs. K . M . S. R. P. I. and T. S. I.,
(Mannargudi) Rs. 40; R . S. (Baroda) Rs. 10; and C. L.
(Warrangal) Rs, 10 

Donations of Messrs. N . Di Khandalwalla (Poona) Rs. 25:
A . Ramachendra Iyer (Bangalore) Rs. 40: A . N . Rs.
25: A . Sympathiser Re. 1: Gourishanker (Manipuri)
R s .4 : ... ... ...

Mr. 0 . Firth (York) subscription for Prasnottara 5 s...

Total ...

E x p e n d i t u r e .

Salaries •*«, *** ■*« «•«. #♦»
Printing ... M# ... ... ,M

Postage. ... ... ... ... #M

Travelling expenses pf tbe General Secretary....
Sundrips ,M

Total
Balance

M 80 0 0

•* 95 0 a
9> 3 8 0

Si 1,807 14 6

Rs. 80 0 0
144 6 0
103 6 0
18 12 0

a 5 11 6

ji 352 3 0
» 1,455 11 0

Grand Total ... „ 1,807 14 6

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

J U N E  1 8 9 1 .

F IN A N C IA L  ST A T EM EN T , IN D IA N  SECT IO N.
The Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 

the following sums during the month of May 1891:—
B e a d - Q u a r t e r s  F o n d .

The Hon’ble Mrs. Malcolm (Tenby) £  5 ... ...
Mr. C. S. Ramanujam (Madras)
Mr. S. Rangayya (Ncujjjur) ...
Mr. Anautharai Nathji Mehta (Kundla)
Mr. Ishan Chau der Dev. (Mussouri) ...

L ibrary  F und.
Mr. R. Sivasankara Pandiyaji (Madras) (for April and 

May)
Mr. C. Sambiah (Mylapore) ...
Benares Branch T. S. through Babu Upandranath Basu 
Mr. Anautharai Nathji Mehta (Kundla) ... ...
Mr. Ishan Chander Dev. (Mussouri) ...

Col. Olcott’s H oliday F und.
Mr. B. P. Narasimhiah (Hospett)
„ R. Narasinga Row (Bellary) ... ... ...
„ J. C. ByRack (Calcutta) ... ... ...

Messrs. C. Narainsawmy Naidu, Ishwari Persad, and ...
others of.Nagpur Branch ...

Benares Branch T. S.
Hon'ble Mrs. Malcolm (Tenby)
Mr. Ishan Chander Dev. (Mussouri) ...
Mr. W. R. Old (London), being the subscription of 

Liverpool T. S. £  1-12-0 
Messrs. P. Kesava Pillay and J. Srinivasa Row (Gdoty), 

at Rs 2 each ... ...
S. E. Gopalacharlu,

18th May 1891. AssU Treasurer.

Last month’s balance brought forward ... ...Rs. 1,455 11 0
Entrance fees of Messrs. G. N. (Warangal), P. D. D,

(Surat), C. V . (Tipperah), D. K. S. (Calcutta), at Rs.
10 each ... ... ... ... ... „ 40 0 0

Do. of Messrs. P. T. (Surat) Rs. 14; N. C. Y. (Bezwada)
R s.2 ;K . V. S.,V. Y. S. and C. K. S., at Rs. 5 each „ 31 0 0

Do. do. of 3 members of Tiruvalur Branch Rs. 30;
Mr. S. B. Rs. 4; and of 6 members of the Bombay 
Branch Rs. /JO ; J. S. (Warangal) Rs. 10 ... ... ,, 104 0 0

Donations from Messrs. C. Sambiah Rs. 10; Jehangir 
Sorabji(Warangal) Rs. 10; S. J. Padshah (Calcutta)
Rs. 8 ; Anautharai Nathji Mehta (Kundla) Rs. 21;
A. N. S. Rs. 25; I. C. Dev. (Mussouri) Rs. 10; R. Kal- 
yauarama Iyer (Trichinopoly) Re. 1; P. D. Khan 
(Ceylon) Rs. 10; contribution of Bezwada Branch 
towards Mr. Kotayya’s tour expenses Rs. 7-8-0 „ 102 8 0

Annual dues from Bankura T. S. Rs. 3; Jubbulpore 
T. S. Rs. 11; Berhampore Rs. 21 ; Cocanada T. S.
Rs. 7 ; Bezwada T. S. Rs. 16 ... ... . 53 0 0

* Do. do. of Messrs. B. P. N. (Hospett), two others of 
Bellary Branch Rs. 3; P. D. D. P, and T. (Sural) Rs. 3 ;
R. P. (Trivandrum) ,M M1 ... „ 8 0 0

Rs, 68 15 0
it 2 0 0
a 10 0 0
tt 61 0 0
tj 1 0 0

>! 20 0 0
10 0 0

tt 150 0 0
tt 51 0 0
y> 1 0 0

tt 1 0 0
tt I 0 0
a 10 0 0

a 100 0 0
tt 30 0 0
it 68 15 0
it 3 0 0

a 22 10 0

tt 4 0 0



Annual dues of Tiruvalur Branch Es. 7; Hyderabad T. S.
Es. 20 ; Moradabad T. S. Es. 3 ; Madura T. S. Es. 11;
BarabankiT. S. Es. 3; Bombay Branch Es. 63 ; Banga­
lore Cantonment; Es. 28; Ambasamudram T. S. Es. 8 Es. 143 0 0

Do, do. of Beaulab Branch Es. 5 ; Gooty T. S. Es. 2 ;
, Coimbatore T. S. Bs. 10; Guntoor T. S, Es. 15;

Lahore T. S. Es. 3 ; Dumraon T. S. Es. 5; Madura
T. S. Es. 5 ....................................  ... m 45 o Q

Individual subscriptions from Messrs. E. P. (Dinepur) ;
E. M. M. (Surat) ; S. 0. B. (Benares) ; P. L. N.
(Cocanada); K. E. (Parur) ; C. A. (Tirumulghery) ;
J. S. ( Waramgal) ; B. S. (Jagalur) ; B. S. N. (Saidapet);
J. E. (Mozujferpore) ; S. J. P. (Calcutta) ; at Ks. 2 

, each: Y . S. (Kolar) Es. 2-2*0 ... ... ... tJ
Do. do. do. Messrs. E; P. (Fatehgarh) ; E. S. Kumba* 

konum) ; A. S. and M. S. (Cuddapah) : B. E. E„ K.
B. B., J. N. M., P. N. D.,... ... ...

Total „
E x p e n d i t u r e ,

Salaries ... ... ... ... R St
Postal charges and value of postage stamps, &c., pur­

chased... ... ...
Printing charges ... ... ”

Total... 
A dd  Balance...

Grand Total...

24 2 0

9 0 0

2,020 5 0

85 0 0

130 5 6
91 10 4

306 15 10
1,713 5 2

2,020 5 0

   ------------------  ' ~ i ̂  ̂  IA Viu. u u t j f  ttU U  -LJLJ tIUUlU, u o  W H IC H
Prasnottara Nos. I. fco IV . and Branch Work Papers I. to IV . have been 
sent; and No. 5 of Prasnottara and Brancli Work is sent to all the Branches.

S u r a t  B r a n c h  T. S . ,  6th M ay 1891.
We, members of fche Sanatan Dharma Sabha, regret very much fco see 

several of our brothers to have been imposed by a, certain individual by 
the name of Om. P. B. A. Yogi-Eaja P. H. who by his conduct has brought 
this Branch as well as the Theosophical Society into disrepute. We are 
sincerely sorry that they trusted in him too implicitly when he gave out that 
he was a Mahatma, and that he was connected with the foundation of the 
Theosophical Society.

The members of this Branch do unanimously pass a resolution that 
the Yogi is a cheat and a great impostor, and we also resolve that the Head­
quarters be requested to get this published in the Theosophist and such 
other Theosophical Journals, in order that our other brothers may not be 
deceived and may take him for what he is worth.

7 th M ay 1891.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

I  forward a copy of the resolutions passed at a meeting held on the 6th 
May 1891 in accordance with a resolution so to do. The photo, shall be sent 
as soon as possible.

Yours fraternally,
P a r a s u r a m  H. M e h ta *

I t  is with deep regret thafc we have to record the untimely death of Mr. 
K. Seshia Chetty, B. a .,  F. T. S., Deputy Collector, Kurnool, o n  Tuesday, the 
7th April. He was a  thoroughly upright and honest; gentleman of very noble 
qualities, and an earnest Theosophist and a  warm supporter of the Theoso­
phical Society.

It  is with great sorrow that we announce the death bf Mr. P. Partha- 
cartliy Pantulu Garu, F. T. S., the late Treasurer of the Bellary Sanmarga 
Samaj, on the 1st May in Nellore, whither he had gone to recruit his health.

C h u r c h  G a t e  S t r e e t ,

B o m b a y ,  Fout, 15th May 1891.
B. K e i g h t l e y ,  E s q . ,

General Secretaryt T. £>., A dyar.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

I  am directed to communicate to you the following resolution passed by 
the Blavatsky Lodge T. S., Bombay, at its meeting on the 13bh instant:

“ That this Branch deeply grieves the loss of our revered Co-Founder 
Madame Blavatsky, in whose death the Society has suffered an irreparable 
loss, whether we look to her piety and unselfish and heroic devotion to tho 
cause of Humanity and the Society, or to her profound learning and literary 
gifts, or to her self-sacrificing labours which have contributed so much to 
the promotion of theosophic knowledge throughout the world. Each mem­
ber of this Lodge feels that in Madame Blavatsky he has lost a beloved and 
revered mother.”

Yours sincerely and fraternally,
M. M. S h r o f f , Secy. Blavatsky Ixtdge T. S .

B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  T. S., 
C H U R c n  G a t e  S t r e e t ,  F o r t ,  B o m b a y ,  18th May 189L

B .  K e i g h t l e y , E s q . ,  General Secretary, T. S.
Indian Section, Adyar, Madras.

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,
I  beg to communicate to you the following Eesolufcion unanimously 

passed at a meeting of this Lodge held on the 17th instant, for your infor­
mation and necessary action:

“ 1. To mark our sense of the untold labours and sacrifices for the good 
of the Theosophical Society by our beloved benefactor and guide, Madame 
JI. P. Blavatsky, when she was alive, and our sense of the loss tbe Theosophic 
world has sustained in her death, it is fittting and just, as a duty towards 
ourselves no less than towards her, to honour and perpetuate her memory 
by a suitable memorial. It  is therefore proposed to raise funds for this 
purpose, to which, it is hoped, every brother Theosophist will contribute to 
the best; of his ability, as it will be remembered that this is tbe firsf and fche 
last occasion on which we shall have an opportunity of paying our tribute of 
admiration and gratitude to one whose ardent and unflinching devotion 
to tha cause of Humanity, whose heroic courage in the face of the most 
powerful opposition and hatred of the sceptics and of enemies, open and 
masked, and whose lofty character, aims and ideals, as exemplified in her 
life and teachings, have been in constant evidence before us Theosophists and 
the world ever since the Theosophical Society was founded in 1875. As 
^Madame Blavatsky’s name and fame have been widely known and cherished 
in India, in which she has personal friends among outsiders as well as Theo­
sophists, it is desirable thafc the subscription list; should be open to Fellows 
as well as the outside public: and it is therefore earnestly requested that 
we should give the widest publicity to the starting of this fund among 
wealthy citizens and others in India.

“ 2. A ll funds raised should be placed in the hands of the General 
Secretary of the Indian Section, who will account for them to the credit of 
the “ Blavatsky’s Memorial F u n d” and acknowledge their receipts in the 
names of the subscribers in the “ Theosophist.”

“ 3. The disposal and appropriation of the funds should be for some ob­
ject which, whilst it may fittingly perpetuate Madame Blavatsky’s rriemory, 
should also be one which may be m harmony wifch the known wishes of 
Madame as expressed by her during her life.

“4.. That the General Secretary of the Indian Section should be re­
quested, through the Head-quarter authorities at Adyar, to communicate 
with the General Secretaries ot the European and American Sections, appris­
ing them of the action of the Society in India and our willingness to use nil 
the funds raised throughout the world for one common purpose as may be 
decided by the next Convention at Adyar, fco which delegates from all parts 
of the world may be invited to consider und decide on the form pf the memo­
rial as suggested in para. 3.



“ 5. That this Lodge, whilst expressing its deepest grief at the loss of 
our revered and beloved Co-founder, unhesitatingly avows its loyalty and 
devotion to all duly constituted authorities, and shall continue to work with 
unabated zeal and integrity of purpose in the cause of Theosophy.

“ 6. That the General Secretary of the Indian Section should be request­
ed to forward a copy of this .Resolution to our beloved and revered President 
Founder, Col. H. S. Olcott; also to the General Secretaries of the European 
and American Sections, to the Provincial Secretaries, and to all the leading 
Branches in India and Ceylon, with a request they would take all proper and 
suitable action for the raising of the funds in their respective districts.’’

I  beg to remain,
Dear Sir and Brother,

Yours ever fraternally,
M. M. S i i r o f f ,

Secretary, Blavatsky Lodge T. S ., Bombay.

S e c u n d e r a b a d ,  18th May, 1891.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

I  beg to inform you that a regular meeting of the Theosophical Society 
of this place was held yesterday in my premises, when the following resolu­
tion was unanimously passed :—

“ That this meeting deeply regrets the unexpected death of the most 
erudite and highly respected Head and Founder of the Theosophical Society 
■ Madame Blavatsky,— and sincerely sympathises with Colonel Olcott, the 
President-Founder, for the great and irreparable loss he and others having 
the wellare of the Society at heart, have suffered by her untimely end. The 
meeting further records its deep sense of gratitude to the universally 
lamented deceased for the great blessings conferred on the members thereof 
bv initiating them into the mysteries of Theosophy and opening np invalu­
able treasures of knowledge before them in the shape of “ Isis Unveiled,” 
“ Secret Doctrine” and several other kindred publications, the fruits of her 
most prolific pen.” I  remain,

' Dear Sir and Brother,
B e z o n g  A d e r j i ,  President

Extract from the Proceedings of a Meeting of th© Krishna Theosophical 
Society, Guntur, dated 14th May 1891.

members present deeply lament the loss they have sustained 
in the death of Madame Blavatsky, tbe Co-founder of the Theosophical 
bociety, and they wish to place on record their recognition of the valuable 
cervices rendered by her to India and to Humanity.”

Extract from the Proceedings of a Meeting of the Trichinopoly Branch, 
dated 17th Mav 1891.

“ Resolved, that this branch do record the extreme sorrow felfc by the 
members for the irreparable loss which the death of H. P. B. has occasioned 
to the Theosophical movement.”

' ' _  D u m r a o n  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  15^ May, 1891.
M t  d e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

< A  meeting of the Fellows ancl sympathisers of the Dumraon Theoso­
phical society was held in the premises of Babu Debi Prasad on Wednesday 
the 13th May 1891. They all in a body heard this heart-rending news of the 
death of our most revered Sister Madame Blavatsky with deepest regret. 
Her untimely death, before fulfilling her mission, is not only a heavy loss 
■o the Society, but to the whole world at large.

May God rest her soul in peace in the abode of everlasting bliss.
Yours faithfully,

O m r a o  A l i ,

Secy., Dumraon Theosophical Society.

Telegrams condoling the death of Madame Blavatsky were received 
from many members and branches, and they will be published in detail in the 
next T h eo so p h ist.

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IE T Y  : A M E R IC A N  SECT IO N.
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ’s  R e p o r t .

M y  D e a r  F e l l o w - W o r r e r s  :

As each year we draw closer to the twentieth century, the steady work 
carried on during the whole period since 1875, when this movement was start­
ed, begins to tell not only m the ranks of our members but in the effect 
upon the mind of the people ; and you will rejoice with me over the fact that 
tho twelvemonth since our last Convention shows a larger addition to our 
rolls of Branches and Membership than any other during the fifteen years of 
the Society’s life.

lt has not been a period wholly without anxieties. Both of the honored 
Foundere of the T. S. have undergone the shattered health which follows 
upon ceaseless toil in any, even the best of causes. Madame Blavatsky has 
at no time within it been well, and has often been prostrato from acute ill­
ness. Col. Olcott was so seriously affected, even to the verge of threatened 
paralysis, tliat ho almost determined to carry out his determination announ­
ced two years ago to resign the Presidency and retire to the ranks to seek 
io uiper.ition through entire rest. Most fortunately thd warm representations 
of his Co-Founder and of numberless friends in all parts of the Society in­
duced him to seek relief in a year’s vacation from all labour, urged upon him 
by the General Convention at Adyar in December, 1890, and he accordingly 
provided for the exercise of the Presidential duties by a Commission, l e f t  

India for a different climate, and has been B e e k i n g  renewed strength in other 
lands. I  am truly glad to say tbat the last news from him states a decided 
rally, and that we have full reason for fche hope that the remaining months 
of his well-earned rest will refit him for the great work so dear to his heart 
and so invaluable to the Society.

The expression of its cordial affection for the President was not the only 
important act of Convention. It  had before it the adoption of a revised and 
amended Constitution, one adapted to the needs disclosed during the growth 
of the Society, free from petty or useless details, and furnishing practical 
machinery for practical ends. On every ground it is gratifiying to us 
American Theosophists that the recommendations made by our Executive 
Committee and presented by our delegate, Bertram Keightley, were accepted ; 
the principle of Sectional Autonomy was explicitly recognized; tho danger 
of conflict or discontent carefully removed. I  believe that the Constitu­
tion as it now stands gives the most ample room for all local freedom, while 
conserving the proper ties wlich bind each part to the common centre, 
although I  do not say it might not be improved and shortened still more. 
From the Indian report it also appears that Bertram Keightley was made 
General Secretary for India, and that he at once began his work by 
adopting in full all the plans and methods which have been proved in 
our work in the United States. He has started a Forum like ours under the 
name of Prasnottara, a Branch work department, and a correspondence staff. 
I t  also appears that of the total income of 11,600 Rupees, the American 
Section sent to Adyar Head-quarters 8,321 Rupees, Col. Olcott in 
appointing a commission for the Presidency included me as one of tho Board 
as representing yon, and for the same reason I  was also mado one of the 
Trustees of the Society’s property. This property consists of the 21 acres 
of land and the many buildings upon it at Adyar, and the books of tho great 
library. The President’s report shows that since 1875 there has never in any 
year been a decline in Branch growth, and the Branches number 241 at the 
end of 1890; the rate of annual growth being 16J. The speeches mado by 
Japanese and Ceylonese delegates afc the Convention prove thafc our Society 
lias had great influence everywhere. Mr. Tokusawa from Japan said that 
they blessed the work of the Society and the President, sinco it had revived 
Buddhism there, and the Ceylou report indicated great results on that Island. 
In  Ceylon two journals have been started, having a circulation greater than 
any English or other papers there; 1,800 Singhalese ladies have joined tho 
Woman’s Education Society, which is a strictly native institution designed 
to aid in the better education of their women, and is managed by Theosophists. 
They have built a school house and already have many scholars. In  addition 
to fchis, there is regular religions instruction in other schools. This work in 
Ceylon among Buddhists has its counterpart in India among the Hindus,



where Sanskrit schools have been started by our members, while in Europe 
find America the influence of oar work is found in the Christian fold and 
the ranks of the materialists. We are neither Buddhists nor Hindus, bub 
rather reformers of religion in the East and opponents of materialism in thd 
West. For in Ceylon and Japan our efforts have done much toward uniting 
the great northern and southern divisions of Buddhism, and the Chief 
Priests of tho twelve sects in Japan met with our President not long ago in a 
Convention for the purpose of discussing ways and means for union. In  
India, as we do not exclude any caste, the result is that all castes freely join 
us and work together. This I  have seen there with my own eyes, as several 
times I  stood on the platform of Theosophical meetings in company with 
Brahmins, low caste men, Mussulmans, and Fire-worshippers. From this 
brief general survey of our work, we should not omit our own country and 
Europe. In  the latter, through the efforts of H. P. Blavatsky and her staff 
of earnest devoted workers, theosophy has compelled attention from the 
stolid English, so that, whereas a year ago but little was said of it, now such 
public men as Max Miiller admit in print that they are deluged with private 
letters asking what theosophy is about. Even the Reviews there have taken 
it up for consideration or abuse. In the United States our movement ia 
known nearly to all. The newspapers and magazines no longer fail to 
mention it, but use the words theosophy and theosophist as those that are 
well understood. Ministers are studying the doctrines known as theoso­
phical, even when the amusing spectacle is presented to us of Dr. Pentecost 
going to India iu order to convert learned Brahmins to Christianity by 
means of debate, where he begins his task, as reported by himself last month, 
by hobnobbing with the English aristocratic officials there. Meanwhile, in 
every congregation here there are many men and women engaged in acquir­
ing knowledge of such doctrines as Karma and Reincarnation, sure to be 
followed soon by beiief in them and an endeavour to practice brotherhood.

Since our last Convention there have been chartered no fewer than 
19 Branches
Dan* T. S. Sioux City, Iowa. Chartered May 3, 1890.
Amrita T* S. Lincolr, Neb. „ May 3, 1890.
H e r m e s  Council T. S. Baltimore, Md. „ June 11, 1890.
Vyasa T. S. New Orleans, La. „ June 11, 1890.
Lotus T .S. Kearney, Neb. „ July 3,1890.
Seattle T. S., No. 1 Seattle, Wash’n Terr. „ Aug. 7, 1890.
First T. S. of Jamestown Jamestown, N. Y. „ Sep. 15, 1890.
East L o s  Angeles T. S. East Los Angele.% Calif. „  Nov. 3, 1890.
Die DeutschTheosophische Gesellschaft, Phila., Pa. „ Nov. 12, 1890.
Siddartha T. S. Vicksburg, Mias. „ Nov. 14, 1890.
Vishnu T. S. Pittsburg, Pa. „ Nov. 21, 1890.
Keshava T. S. Boulder, Colo. „ Nov. 25, 189Q.
Willamette T. S. Portland, Oregon, „ Nov. 29, 1890.
Memphis T .S. Memphis, Tenn. „ Dec. 10, 169).
Indra T. S. Clinton, Iowa. ,» Dec. 19, 1£93.
Iron City T. S. Pittsburg, Pa. „ Dec. 29, U90.
Annie Besant T. S. Fort Wanye, tnd. „ Jan. 24, 1891.
Toronto T. S. Toronto, Canada. „ Feb. 25, 1891.
Dhyana Lodge T. S. L 03 Angeles, Calif. „ April, 1891.

On March 31st, I  received official notice from three of the Branches in 
Los Angeles, Calif.,’fo w it the Sattwa T. S., tho Sakti T. S., and the East 
Los Angeles T. S., that each desired to surrender its Charter and to unitp 
with the others in petition for a Charter for a new Branch to be called the 
Dhyana Lodge T. S., and to be composed of the members of the three pre­
vious Branches. The petition received the sanction of the Executive Com­
mittee, and a Charter to the Dhyana Lodge T. S. was duly issued on April. 
This action reduces the number of Chartered Branches to 52. No other 
Branch has relinquished its Charter, and the only “ Private Branch lias 
opened its doors. There is now no " Private” Branch in the American 
Section. The full list is given at the end of the “ Proceedings.”

The number of new members admitted during the past year is 432. 
There have been 13 deaths, 23 resignations, and one expulsion. On the 22nd 
of December official notice was seat me by the Golden Gat© Lodge ot San

Francisco that Mrs, Marie L. Farrington, a member thereof, had been con­
victed, after due trial, of having published over her own signature a pamphlet 
bitterly hostile to the Theosophical Society and calumniatory of its Foun­
ders and members, and had been expelled from membership. In  order to 
make this sentence effective as regards the whole Society, the Executive 
Committee was invited to give it sanction, and did so unanimously. Ono 
would naturally suppose that any individual of honest mind, believing him­
self to have discovered in an organization wherewith he was connected, 
radical fraud and evil would promptly and spontaneously withdraw from 
it, instinctively recoiling from doctrines he had found false and morals he 
perceived vile. To proclaim the vileness of an organizatoin and yet refuso 
to leave it is a paradox beyond all rational solution; but in each of the two 
cases occurring in the American Section during the last two years the 
jmoralist clung to his membership while denouncing it as a disgrace, and 
in each case had to be forcibly removed and expelled.

The second ad interim  Convention of the various Branches on the Pacific 
Coast, as authorized by the Executive Committee, was duly held in San 
Francisco in September, and gave still another impetus to tlmt marvellous 
energy which is the admiration and delight of the whole American Section. 
The plan of supplying lecturers for public meetings, by which on each 
Sunday from 3 to 5, speakers are at different points expounding Theosophy 
to growing audiences, is one of the most efficient energies yet devised. 
What has been done in the distribution of literature will be reported under 
the Tract Mailing Scheme.

The Theosophical Foruiii continues its useful work, and 12 numbers havo 
this year been issued, as against the 10 of last year. I  have every reason to 
tepeat the conviction heretofore expressed, that this little publication has 
great value to our whole Section, bringing all members, but especially 
members-at-large, into closer touch with the central office and each other, 
treating topics for which no space can be found in our other publication s, 
throwing the light of reason and common-sense on questions so often arising 
in the fields of doctrine, fact, and duty. That it has no authoritative utter­
ance does not detract from its value as a thoughtful contribution on thought­
ful themes. The British Section has offered the highest compliment— imita­
tion, and is now publishing a similar paper, The Valian, and Adyar too has 
begun one for the special needs of the Indian Section, called Prasnottara as 
above stated.

Shortly after the adjournment of the last Convention, a long meditated 
scheme took shape. With the consent of the Executive Committee, I  ad­
dressed a circular to each Branch, notifying it of the establishment of the 
“ Department of Branch W ork” and of the issue of Papers therein contem­
plated, and inviting it to send me for possible use the cream of the articles 
read at its meetings. There are uot a few of our Branches whereto a supply 
of suggestive articles would be invaluable as giving material for public 
meetings and as stimulating thought and discussion; and certainly ifc 
seemed most wise that such should be put in permanent form preserved for 
continuous use in our future work furnished to each new Branch as part 
of its capital. Tho exigencies of the Head-quarters do not admit of these

Erints having place with any regularity, yet 13 Branch Papers have thus far 
een issued, and I  hope to increase the number next year. They are sent 

only to the Secretary of each Branch, should be carefully kept among the 
Branch archives, and should be bound when sufficiently numerous. I  regret 
to say that some retiring Secretaries have not been careful of these, and it is 
a pity that Theosophical duty is not yet stronger than human nature.

In  January last still another sphere of activity was founded,— the Orien­
tal Department. As explained in circulars and in the Path, its object is to 
Becure from Oriental Pundits certain translations from the Sanscrit or other 
Eastern tongues which are otherwise inaccessible, as well as accurate infor­
mation about Indian customs and ideas.

I  believe that much important Theosophic information can thus be 
obtained and circulated, and that not a few facts bearing on the 2nd of the 
Society’s objects can be added to those wo have. The Executive Committeo 
having sanctioned tho cost of printing, three such pamphlets have been mailed 
in connection with tho Forum, going to each member of the Society in good



standing. This Department’s scope includes the employment by this Section 
in India of one or more Dative scholars competent to carefully seek for and 
translate matter for this Section. There are at least three great divisions 
of India that should be covered in tbis way, and it is my hope that in no 
long time we shall have these scholars in our service. With that in view 
I  suggested not long ago that donations be made to the Department. Tbo 
response was such as to assure the treasury for the salaries required at least, 
and accordingly in March, I  wrote to several friends in India to select our 
Pandit, sending at the same time an offer to one learned man at Nadiad.

Bro. Bertram Keightley found a competent Tamil scholar in Madras 
with a good knowledge of English, and olt'ered hia services for the Oriental 
Department. This offer I  accepted for six months as a trial of the fitness 
and competency of the scholar, and about the month of June shall have full 
details or whatever agreement Bro. Keightley has made. A t the same time 
I  heard from the Pandit at Nadiad, Prof. Manilal Dvivedi, who wrote saying 
that he thoroughly approved of the idea proposed in the circular sent to Iudia, 
eo that I  have no douot he will accept the offer of his appointment as Pandit 
for this Section. We then have actually fully started the Oriental scheme, 
and good results may be expected from a year’s work. Of course the expense 
of carrying the Department will involve more than the salaries of the Indian 
scholars, as there are printing and mailing to do here, and, if the work in­
creases, it will require constant attention from some one person in order to 
see that it is well done. But all these details will straighten themselves oub 
in the course of time. Meanwhile the papers of the Oriental Department 
were begun in January by an article from the pen of Swami Bliaskara Nand 
Saraswati, a Hindu friend now here; in February the second was furnished 
by Dr. Umedram Lalbhai Desai, who is now in London; and iu April tho 
third by Mr. Panchanam Ghosh of the Rajmahal T. S. in Bengal, India.

The Aryan Press, on which the first report was made last year, un­
ceasingly continues jits great services to the Society, and on a slightly larger 
scale. The devoted Theosophist who originally conducted it removed to tho 
London Head-quarters for a like work there, and his brother, a brother in 
every sense, took his place. With him since last winter has been associated 
another of those labourers which the Society seems so fortunate in securing 
when needed, for the amount of necessary printing has so swollen that two 
persons are requisite for its execution. To give you some idea of its opera­
tions, I  may say that, in addition to a large number of labels, lists and other 
matter for the Path office, various pamphlets and documents for the Esoteric 
Section, and the production of new editions of General Secretary’s circulars 
from the electrotyped plates, it has printed the Forum, the Branch Papers, the 
Papers of the Oriental Department, new circulars issued from Head-quarters, 
the pamphlets Theosophy the Religion of Jesus, Theosophy and its Message, The 
Crown of Life, together with others also paid for by individuals, and a 
variety of miscellaneous matter public and private. It  is certainly remark­
able that so small a body as tlie T. S. should thus maintain, even by indivi­
dual and not corporate effort, mostly for its distinctive publications, a print­
ing office and two printers, and I  believe that this is one of those agencies 
now only in their childhood, and destined to a future that, could we now view 
it, would seem gigantic.

Tlie Circulating Library, which was started by a member of the Aryan 
T. S., has slowly grown, its small fees being appropriated to the purchase of 
new books. It  now contains 165, and the number of persons who have used it 
has risen from 60 to 110. A s not a few applicants know, no member whose 
endorsement can be secured, I  have authorized its use upon deposit of 
$ 5.00 as security for the single book allowed out at one time. Of course 
no authority from you is needed for this, as it is still private property. 
Probably more persons would avail themselves of its privileges if the small 
cost was more generally understood.

Tbe Tract Mailing Scheme, so warmly commended to you in my report 
last year, has had most generous aid. The number of tracts then printed 
waB 130,000; it is now 261,000. Contributions in money were then 3 337.11; 
they are now $1906.95. Of this, $351.75 were given specifically for New 
York City. Experience has led to the use of City Directories, hopeful 
names being checked and a tract mailed to each. Of course this involves no

small expense, and it would be difficult to approximate the number of hours 
passed in the mere work of c h e c k i n g  the names, and vet, if the list of cities 
thus treated and reached was read to you, it would bo seen that in this, as 
in so many other departments, I  have had the aid of faithful, devoted Theoso­
phists, East and West, we have grudged no amount of labour or of time in 
this tedious and mechanical duty. Thus it is that the seed is scattered 
broadcast over the land, and those of us who are at the Head-quarters and 
note the letters of inquiry and interest arriving know that not all is lost, bub 
that some falls upon ready soil, ripens, fructifies and becomes in timo a source 
of further spreading life. You should not forget that this branch of work, 
like the Press and Library, could never have been started on O u r  Treasury, 
and that it has never drawn any money from the latter.

Yet even this large number of leaflets printed gives an inadequate idea 
of what the Tract Mailing Scheme has done. For to it must be added no 
fewer than 70,000 printed by tho Pacific Coast Executive Committee from 
duplicates of our plates. One of our members paid the expense of sending 
a copy of Theosophy the Religion of Jesus to each student in each Theological 
Seminary, of which a catalogue could be obtained, and about 1,500 were so 
used from the 14,000 thus far printed. Of thc 7,000 copies of the pamphlet 
Theosophy and its Message now printed, several thousand have been ordered 
for distribution by persons working privately in furtherance of Theosophy.

Still another activity privately carried on by one of my devoted associ­
ates and myself is a systematized plan for securing insertion in newspapers 
of brief articles explanatory of Theosophy. His days being wholly occupied 
with business, he has used his evenings therefor, and with the result of 
gaining publication to a large number of such papers in different sections of 
the country, the cost, except in labor, being only postage. The good thus 
done no one can compute. Many newspapers have accepted articles on 
Theosopy, one having agreed to give a column each Sunday, and in March 
the Twentieth Century inserted one by myself upon “ Religion and Reform 
Theosophically Considered.’, As this is a popular magazine, the printing of 
this is a hopeful sign.

The last Conventional year closed with a surplus in our treasury of 
$973.65. To myself, and doubtless to most readers of the Report, so large 
a sum seemed assurance that no special appeal for tho needs of the General 
Secretary’s Office would be requisite this year, and almost certainly the 
Branches and Brethren were influenced by it to forbear from similar gifts 
since Convention. But very soon I  found that our increased expenses were 
absorbing this surplus, and therefore used the authority conferred by your 
Resolution to invite a contribution. It  was not largely given, and in order 
to make the facts more distinct to all members I  sent out with the February 
Forum a statement of how very little really remained to the treasury from 
the annual dues after subtracting the expense of furnishing each member 
with the literature allowed him. The dues to the office are only $ 1.00 per 
year, of which about 50 cents are returned to him in this literature. Even 
the remaining 50 cents are not entirely without charge, for the postage on 
dues, card and receipt to Members-at-large is 4 cents; and though this is 
saved in Branch membership, the cost of Branch Papers more than offsets 
it. It  is probable that the General Secretary’s Office receives only about 45 
cents clear from the $ 1.00 dues of each member. As Charter-fees and 
diploma fees go to India, our only additional revenue, other than donations, 
is from tho $2.00 entrance fee of Members-at-large.

I f  wc look at the great and growing work of thc office, and consider how 
largely the future of Theosophv in this country turns upon the thoroughness 
with which that work shall be fulfilled, we must admit, Brethren, that such 
an income is pitiably small. Yet the true method to increase it is evidently 
not by raising the dues. One dollar is all that not a few of our members are 
able to pay,— some are really unable to pay that, and the policy of tho Society 
lias always been to place its monetary exactions ab the lowest possible point. 
This is eminently a case where the stronger should lift the burden from the 
weaker, and the true appeal is to the spirit of fraternal generosity which will 
not lot the weaker he over-weighted, and to the spirit of zealous Uelp which 
will not let the work abate.



To this second appeal, I  rejoice to say, a hearty response was made. In  
the two months following ifc the General Secretary’s Fund received no less 
than $658.55, and the special fund for the Oriental Department $490. The 
effect is fco enable us to open the Conventional year with a surplus on hand 
of $1433.07. This, however, like that of $973.65 in 1890, will undoubtedly be 
exhausted unless your donations are continued. In  order to make the case 
entirely clear, the subject should be pursued somewhat further.

The Treasurer’s Report will show our exact financial status. But let me, 
as a stimulus to your liberality, quote certain of its figures. Our postage and 
stationery expenses alone have been this year $297.95; those for printiug 
$527.02. When you compare the aggregate, $824.97, with the amount from 
dues and fees after deducting the proportion sent to India, $1253.25, you seo 
bow inadequate are our resources. And yefc this makes no provision for 
rent, salaries, and incidentals $1187.88. Obviously, therefore, but for gifts 
this office would have to suspend almost every activity nofc purely routine, 
and even then would run into debt.

Yet dollars and cents do not fully express the facts which I  wish to 
press home upon you, either as to the extent of the General Secretary’s 
work or as to the conditions under which it is conducted. One very im­
portant part of fchis is the correspondence on Theosophical questions and 
Society business. My assistant's hand twice became disabled from over-use, 
and, indeed, no man could now perform this one function.  ̂Hence the steno­
grapher is an essential to the office. But growing out of this correspondence, 
and ever more so as our Branches— now 52— multiply, is a mass of detail, 
part of ifc mechanical, part of it needing intelligence, which demands an 
increasing amount of time. Every possible labor-saving device is used, yet 
evidently the expansion of Theosophy is bound to surpass mv present power 
to meet it. I  have transferred some small details to the Path  office to obtain 
relief, but this is very partial. Briefly, the desideratum is this,— resources 
sufficient to enable me to turn routine duty over to hands competent fo r  that, 
and so release trained intelligp.nce fo r  the higher and more far-reaching services, 
relating to literature, correspondence, and the preparation of new schemes. The 
common-sense of this you will undoubtedly concede.

But no such release is possible until the resources are supplied. And 
this is one reason why I  so strongly ask American Theosophists. to supply 
them.

It is not, however, the only one. In  addition to the facts the opportunities 
for spreading Truth are lost when I  have not on hand the small cost neces­
sary to utilize them, thafc all my present machinery could be enlarged if I  
had the means, and that new plans have to be held in abeyance simply be­
cause there is no money for their execution, there are two very special matters 
in which we should all interest ourselves. One is the inadequacy of thc 
present office of the General Secretary and Head-quarters. In my last 
report I  detailed to you the gradual increase of the staff and the successive 
removals to larger rooms. Ifc was at ono time thought possible that the 
Aryan Society would this year secure its own building and sub-let to tho 
General Secretary fitting space. This has been of necessity postponed till 
’92. Meantime my quarters have become so cramped that there is not room for 
the accumulating documents, and for some additional clerical aid secured to 
me by friends there is no accommodation. I  am unable to secure privacy for in­
terviews on Theosophical business, and the work of the staff is sometimes in­
terrupted because their stations have to be vacated. This state of things became 
in February so unendurable that I  was forced into action. A  generous pledge 
from a generous friend paved the way to the securing of a most desirable 
suite of rooms on another floor of the same building, and on May 1st wo shall 
move thereto. The new quarters will furnish ample space, are excellently 
lighted, and are in every way adapted to our wants. The additional expense 
to the Society will only be $ 100, making the total for rent but $400,. and 
this increase you are asked to sanction.

The other— a most important scheme, but requiring funds— is a Theoso­
phical lecturer. If  we could have an educated Theosophist in bhe lecturing 
field, expounding Theosophy to the public, answering questions, giving infor­
mation, visiting old and organizing new Branches, coming in contact with 
inquirers, the benefit to the cause would be simply indescribable. The time

for this has now come. Not only is the public mind sufficiently interested to 
warrant that step, but I  am guaranteed $ 1,200 a year towards the expenses 
necessary for travel and maintenance ; and if you and all American Theoso­
phists will contribute the remainder, he may be in the field by autumn. Whafc 
such a work would mean, a daily proclamation iu private and a frequent; 
one in public of the Truths so potent in the regeneration of humanity, an 
energetic handling of every agency brought to him by friends and helpers, a 
constantly-swelling notice in the press, religious and secular, a nourishment 
and stimulus to all our Branches and members, you can picture for your­
selves. Of what it may do you have seen something in the tour of Bro. 
Keightley in California and the West. What it will do you may see in tho 
larger operations of a permanent Lecturer— provided I  am enabled to engago 
him.

At much length I  have thus laid before you, Brethren, the thing I  need 
ns General Secretary. It  is money, I  know that such is the appeal of every 
philanthropist, every clergyman, every teacher. Perhaps we are weary of ifc 
and have hoped to escape it in Theosophy. But Theosophy is like all 
other agencies in a world of matter ; it is subjected to tho same conditions 
and necessities. If  you feed it, the cause will grow; if you starve it, ifc will 
dwindle. I f  you are truly earnest in tho service of humanity, your purses 
will be as fully dedicated as your hearts, and the conviction that now is pre­
eminently the time for action will open all others as it has opened those 
of the generous Brethren who have made possible such a report as I  am 
making to you today. And so I  repeat the appeal, repeat it for the great 
work always expanding before me, repeat it for my office needs, the circula­
tion of literature, the enlargement of Head-quarters, the engagement of an 
American Lecturer.

A t the close of my Report last year, I  said that there remained to us 
but seven years of the' closing Cycle. There now remain but six. Deeply 
gratified must all of us be that this one has not been wasted. The hopes of 
the Convention of 1890 have been justified. The Theosophical Society has 
grown in numbers and reputation, assaults npon it have failed humiliatingly, 
the public ear is familiarized with its name and more open to its tenets, its 
members are more conscious of their privileges and duties, the record of their 
labors is more full. It  is no small boon to have lived during the youth of a 
Society prompted by great Intelligences, and founded by II. P. Blavatsky; ifc 
is a greater boon to have aided it to its maturity and co-operated with it in 
its mission.  ̂ 4

I  ask your adoption of the following Resolutions:
1. Resolved, that the Convention approves the inclusion of the “ Orien­

tal” and “Branch Work” Departments within the operations of the General 
Secretary’s Office, and authorizes the expenditure they involve, and ratifies all 
that the Executive Committee authorized to be done therein and thereabout.

2. Resolved, that the Convention again expresses its cordial valuation of 
the Theosophical Forum, the Tract Mailing Scheme, and the various acti­
vities carried on under the auspices of Head-quarters.

3. Resolved, that the Convention appeal most earnestly to every 
American Theosophist for liberal gifts to the support to the General Secre­
tary’s Office and the work it executes, believing direct donations a duty from 
each.

4. Resolved, that the engagement of a Lecturer for the American Sec­
tion is a step of incalculable value to the spread and establishment of Theo­
sophy, and that the Convention hails the prospect of such with enthusiasm, 
urging all members of the Society to make it practicable through their 
support.

5. Resolved, that the usual powers of the Executive Committee respect­
ing outlays be extended to cover the above purposes.

And in pursuance of notice given last year aud also to tho Committee 
on Amendments, I  suggest amendments to our rules as follows :

1. That dues and fees of applicants for membership-at-largo may be 
remitted, in proper cases, by order of the General Secretary or the Executive 
Committee.

2. That Branches have the option to absolve their own members from 
the payment of Branch dues and fees, but in ali cases Branches shall be



responsible to the General Secretary and Treasurer for the one dollar per 
year for each member on the Branch Roll, and for the $1.50 to be sent with 
each application for membership.

 ̂3. Thafc in cases where applicants for membership in the' Society 
desire simultaneously to join the Society and form a Branch, each of the fivo 
or more proposed Charter members shall be obliged to pay only the $1.50 
which would be paid to the General Treasury if joining a Branch, instead of 
the $3.50 imposed as dues for membership-at-large.

4. That members-at-large joining the Society and paying the usual 
fees at any time within the four months immediately preceding the firsfc 
of any January shall nofc be chargeable with the dues payable on the first of 
thafc January.

A ll of which is respectfully submitted.

T h e  T r e a s u r e r ’s  R e p o r t #

Receipts.

Surplus from 1890........................................ $973 * 65
Branch dues................................................  $1,111 * 50
Dues and fees from members-at-large............   559*50
Charter-fees................................................. 90*00
Donations from Branches...........................  ... 228 * 85
Donations from Individuals............................  1,320*52
Donations to India  .....................................  1*535 * 79

„ „ B. Keightley’s work................   25*00
„ „ Col. Olcott’s vacation............... .. 191 *50
„ „ Ceylon......................................  25 * 00
„ „ London Head-quarters...................  27*00

Sale of Reports of 1890.................................  6 * 39
Sale of Forums and Sundries.........................  74 • 95

$5,124*00

$9,097*65
Disbursements.

Remitted to India
Donations..................................  $1,534 * 79
Diploma fees.............................. 233 * 00
Charter fees...............................  85 * 00
Deficit on 25 %  appropriation........ 184 * 75

•---------- - 2,037*54
Remitted for B. Keightley’s work....................  25 * 00

„ „ Col. Olcott’s vacation...................  119*50
„ „ London Head-quarters.................  27 * 00
„ „ Ceylon....................................... 25*20
„ „ Panditin India......................4.., 60*00

Travel to Convention of 1890...........................  54 * 00
Rent...........................................................  360 * 00
Stationery and stamps................................... 297*95
Printing and Mailing Convention Rep. of ’90...... 303 * 69
Forums........................................................ 187 • 82
Printing......................................................  339*20
Salaries................................................... . 646*00
Incidentals................. .................................  181*88

----------- $4,664-58

Surplus,......................................................  1,43307
E« & O. E.

New York, April 15th, 1891. W illiam  Q. Judge,
Treasurer.

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T

J U L Y  1 8 9 1 .

T H E  A U S T R A L A S IA N  SECTION.
T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y , P r e s i d e n t ’ s  O f e i c e ,

A d e l a i d e ,  S .  A . ,  27th May 1891.
O f f i c i a l  O r d e r .

I. Seven Branches having been formed in Australasia, viz., afc 
Toowoomba, Brisbane, Sydney, Wellington, Ilobart, Melbourne and Adelaide, 
and application having been made to me to thafc effect, I  do hereby author­
ize the said seven Branches to form themselves into a Section under tho 
title of “ Tho Australasian Section of the Theosophical Society,’* with 
Head-quarters for the present afc Sydney.

II.  And I  do hereby empower thc said Branches to exercise autonomy 
in Section, as completely as the American or British Sections of thc Society ; 
to frame their own Bye-Laws within the limits prescribed in tho Constitu­
tion and Bye-Laws of fche Theosophical Society in Article IJ I of the Revised 
Code adopted in Convention to the General Council, at Adyar, December 
1890; and to elect their own Officers of the Section at the first Convention 
held after the approval of the Sectional Constitution and Bye-Laws by tho 
President of the Society.

I I I .  I  do hereby give the said Section jurisdiction over the work and 
control over the Branches and unattached Fellows of the Society within 
the geographical area of Australasia and the islands within the sphere of 
ifcs influence.

IV . Finally, I  appoint Dr. A. Canoll, a . M . ,  m . D . ,  F.T.S.,pro tern General 
Secretary, and T. W. Williams, Esq., F. T. S. pro tern Assistant General 
Secretary of the Australasian Section hereby constituted; instructing them 
to prepare lists of the Branch members and unattached Fellows of the 
Society, within the geographical limits above designated ; and to take tho 
earliest practicable measures to hold a Convention or take other steps to ascer­
tain the pleasure of the Branches with respect) to the framing of a Constitu­
tion and Bye-Laws for the Section.

Y. The Recording Secretary of the Thcosophical Socicty will afford 
all necessary information and help towards the carrying out of the terms of 
the present Executive Order.

----------- - H .  S. O l c o t t ,  P .  T. S.
F IN A N C IA L  ST A T EM EN T .

The Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
fche following sums during the months of May and June 1 8 91 •

H e a d  Q u a r t e r s  F u n d .

Mr. Webb (Manilla) his entrance fees ... £ 5- 0-0
From Mr. W. Q. Judge;—

Diploma fees of 97 members at $ 48‘50 
Charter fee of Toronto T. S. .. $ 5‘00
Amount needed to make 25 per 

cent of income from Ameri­
can Section ... ... $ 18475

Donations:— Messrs. Martin 
and Ennis ... ... ... $ 1’50
T. R. Prater ............. $ 100
E. A. H ill ............. $ 2 00

Total $ 24275 or £ 49-14-5

Grand Total £ 54-14-5 Rs. 766 1 7

Entrance Fees of 10 new members of Toowoomba T. S.
at 5 *. £  2-10-0............................................... Rs. 35 2 1

Mr. E. T. Sturdy thro’ Dr, J. N. Cook M, „ 50 0 Q



L i b r a r y  F u n d .

Nett proceeds of a lectnre of the 

President’s ab Toowoomba ... £1-4-3 
Do. Do. Do. Sydney ... £ 3-0-0 Total £ 4-4-3 Rs.
Mr. R. Surya Row Naidu Garu (Masulipatam) ... „

„ C. Sambiah (Mylapore) ... ... ... ... „
A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d .

Annual dues of Mr. E. W .  Pechy for 10  years in advance 
£ 1 ; and of 10 members at 2 8. each £ 1 : Total £ 2. „

C o l .  O l c o t t ’s  H o l i d a y  F u n d .

Through Mr. W .  Q. Judge, a draft for J 15
M r. M . N . Dividedi (Nadiad) ... ... ... „

„  Ramachendra Bysack (Calcutta) . . .  . . .  „

„ N agp ur Branch ... ... ... , ... „
„  R. Surya Row Naidugaru ( Masulipatam) . . .  „

S. E. G o p a l a c h a r l u , 

%hth June 1891. Asst. Treasurer.

59 2 1 1
45 0 0
5 0 0

28 1 8

10 0 0
1 0 0

24 0 0
50 0 0

TO A L L  M E M B E R S  OF T H E  IN D IA N  SECT  TON T. S., A N D  
A L L  R E A D E R S  OF T H E  “ T H E O SO P H IST .”

In  accordance with instructions called by the President Founder to Mr. 
Mead, a Convention of the General Council of the Theosophical Society will be 
held in London early in this month. The General Council, now consisting of 
the General Secretaries of Sections with the President Founder and our 
lamented Corresponding Secretary, I  have thought it best— after consultation 
with our President Founder— to accompany him to London to take part in this 
important Council, the most momentous in all probability, ever held since 
the foundation of the Theosophical Society.

In  coming to this decision, I  have given full weight to the inevitable in­
convenience and disorganisation tliat must ensue at Head-quarters from my 
absence till the middle of Septembe r,by which date I  hope to resume my 
duties at Adyar. But the paramount importance of having the special need3 
and interests of the Indian Section properly represented in a Council, which 
will decide the policy of the Society for years to come, and the knowledge 
that our President Founder must hold the scales even between all and 
cannot therefore place himself as your special spokesman— these, together 
with other very weighty reasons, unnecessary to mention in detail here, have 
decided me to ignore difficulties and inconveniences (personal as well as 
affecting the working of the Section) and to go at once to London.

1 trust that my decision in this matter will meet with the approval of the 
Section in General and its Council in particular. My great regret is that 
owing to the very short time (four days) and the expense of long telegrams from 
Ceylon, I  have been precluding from consulting the members of the Execu­
tive Committee, whose judgment and advice would have been of the greatest 
value and assistance to me at the present juncture. But to obtain this was 
impossible, and I  have been forced to act on my own responsibility.

I  start today by the M. M. Steamer Sydney nnd hope to reach London 
nbout July 6th. During my absence, which I  shall make as short as possible,
I  beg the indulgent consideration of all readers of the Theosophist for any 
defects and imperfections in its pages, and also even more emphatically— of 
all members of the Indian Section— for such as may occur in tbo Prasnottara  
and the Branch Papers. I  have every confidence in the devotion, loyalty 
and earnestness of my Assistants Messrs. Yenkatrama and Ganapathi Iyer, as 
also in those of Mr. S. E. Gopalacharlu and Miss Ballard, who will share in the 
work during my absence. Still I  fear that we shall need the indulgence I  
have asked, and knowing— as all must do— that those in charge at Head­
quarters will do their very best, 1 feel confident that we may all count upon a 
kindly and friendly overlooking of such defects as may not be avoided.

It  is my full intention to resume my duties at Adyar by the middle of 
September, and I  have great hopes of persuading our President-Founder to . 
curtail his well earned holiday and return to work in the field, where his 
presence is so urgently needed.

B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y ,  

General Secretary Indian ficction.

IN D IA N  SE C T IO N : F IN A N C IA L  STATEM EN T.
Balance in hand ... ... ... . ... Ra. 1,713 5 2
Entrance fees of M. S. (WarangaT) nnd fourteen members 

of Guntur Branch ; S. J. It. nnd C. K. ( B o m b a y ) ; M.
R. (Masulipatam)-, J. C. (Mozufferpore) ;P. M. (Bluivna- 

J U. A. C. (Masulipatam); J.
P . (Ahmedabad) ; and N. P. (Bombay). ... 240 0 0

Donations from Messrs. A. N. E. Judah (C a lc u t t a ) Rs. 4 ;
W. Temple (New York) % 25 or Rs. 71.6-4; Bombay 
*Tftnc  ̂ ’ C.Sambiah Rs. 5 ; It. Vasudeva Row,

(Ooty) Rs. 10;" Krishnaparnam” Rs. 5 ... 120 6 4
Annual subscriptions of Pondicherry T. S.Rs. 2 ; Fateh- ” 

garh T. S. Rs. 7; Adoni T. S. Rs, 6 ; Bombay T. S 
Annual dues of Mr. M. D. Shroff and 4 others, Rs. 5 •
Chmgleput T. S. Rs. 2 ; CalcuttaT. S. Rs. 14; Mozuf­
ferpore T. S. Rs. 3; Jubbalpore T. S. Rs. 4 ; Gya T. S.
Rs. S; Hoshangabad T. S. (of three members) Rs. 11 ;
Bankipore T. S. Rs. 11: Julpaiguri Its. 3 : Kurnool T.
S. Rs. 10; Nagpore T. S. Ks. 12; Ooty T. S. Rs. 8 - 
Masulipatam T. S. Rs. 16; Himalayan Esoteric T. s ’.
(Sim la) Rs. 5; Bhavnagar T. S. Rs. 14 ; Ranchi T S 
Rs. 14; Nookhali T. S. Rs. 5 ; Trichinopoly T. S. Rs. 7 „ 164 0 0

Individual subcriptions from MessrsV.It.(j.(Vonjeevcram)*
C. K. M. (Madras) ; K. O. Roy (Saniipore) ; K. P. (Sai- 
dapet) ; C. Y. P. (Mallalcam) ; K. M. A. (Dacca); K  
N. (Ohittaldrug); S. J. P. (Calcutta)-, P. J. (1'ilhar)-, C.
K. (A dyar); at Rs. 2 each. ... ... 22 0 0

Do. of Messrs. A. N. (Calcutta) •, ~E. j .  (Madras)-, Q r "  ”
( Vayalpad); P. Y. K. (Surat)-, L. N. P. (Darbhunga) ;'
J. P. (Ahmedabad); N . P. (Bombay) at Re. 1 each

Tot*
E x p e n d i t u r e .

Salaries....

Printing including paper...,

Mr. Kotayya’s travelling expenses ... '
Postage.

Sundries.

Balance

„ 7 0 0

Rs. 2,266 1 1 6

Rs. 85 0 0
>» 285 8 4
>» 48 13 6
a 34 7 0

it 15 6 0

Rs. 469 2 10
1,797 8 8

Rs. 2,266 1 1 6

Mr. P  R. Venkatramaiyer reports that “ Prasnottara” No. 6 is sent to all 
the branches and unattached members and Branch Paper No. 6 is sent to 
all the Branches. The Indian Section work has been become quite active and 
encouraging,and it is specially requested that Branches and members will keep 
up the spirit of the work by their correspondence and literary contributions. 
A s a sign of the growing interest, I  may point out that many d i s t i n g u i s h ­
ed gentlemen visited the Head-quarters and promised their support to the 
work and tbeir sympathy to the movement, and our noblo countryman and 
Brother, Rai Bahadur A. Sabapathy Moodeliar, was the foremost of them. 
Mr.Kotayya Garu, after a very useful and successful tour to the branches of 
the North, returned to Head-quarters on the morning of the 23rd Mav 
and after taking sufficient rest, will resume his work. The efficient way in 
which he discharged his duty can be known from the reports of his tour pub­
lished in the supplements of the Theosophist.

MR. C. K O T A Y Y A ’S TOUR.
Mr. T. S. Ganapathi Iyer reports as follows :_

^  an-ijed J le r e  o n  th o  1 8 th  u l t im o .  H o  w n s
received by Gapt. Cr. Raghoonath, the Secretary of t.he Branch, at tho Rail­
way Station, and taken to the bangakm o f  Brother P. ltanganuikulu Garu,



where he put up during the whole of his stay afc Hyderabad. He visited 
Brothers Dorabji Dos^aboy, Vice-President, and Dr. Aglioranath, with whom 
ic appears he had a long discussion on the nature of tlie work of the Theoso­
phical Society in general, in which he has tried, as much as possible, but I  
should think without much success, to remove certain misconceptions} of the 
doctor regarding the same. The charge of Utopianism so often levelled 
Against Theosophy was the principal one which Mr. Kotayya had to answer 
here, and he had also an opportunity ot' explaining the nature of Sivarajayoga 
as distinguished from the Hata, the only form of Yoga which his adversary 
seemed to have any idea of. Mr. Kotayya further said that the object of the 
Society is “ to save humanity as much as possible from the clutches of igno­
rance, superstition, and esotericism, by the exposition of moral and spiritual 
truths contained in the Aryan and other Eastern religions, philosophies, 
literature, and sciences embodying the accumulated wisdom of the sages of 
antiquity.” He also said that the actual realization of spiritual truths 
depends especially upon the purity of our motives and aspirations.

With regard to the Branch Theosophical Society at the place, Mr.Kotayya 
observes that only 5 or 6 of the 30 names on thd rolls used to attend the 
meetings regularly. Thafc in view to remedying this state of things, he address­
ed the members and sympathizers at the first meeting, i.e., of the 20th, on the 
objects of the Theosophical Society, chiefly dwelling upon the benefits of 
organization and union for spiritual and moral improvement. Ifc is interest­
ing to notice that a Vedantin pandit, under the maintenance of the Nizam’s 
Government, has been rendering his services to the branch gratuitously in 
expounding Vedantism from a poetical work made by himself. After the 
exposition of each stanza or sloka, it is sung oufc by a musical party of two 
persons on two instruments. They are paid Rs. 10 a ttlonth. Mr. Kotayya 
observes that even this measure has not been successful in attaining its 
object. The Society had been maintaining a Sanskrit school of its own 
which, owing to paucity of attendance, coupled with the negligence and con­
servation of its teacher, failed, in spite of every effort made by Mr. Dorabji 
Dossabhoy, Vice-President of the Branch, to enlarge the sphere of its utility. 
There is a fair library composed of English, Sanskrit and Vernacular works. 
Atfcached to it is a Reading Room supplied with the Lucifer, the Theosophist 
and the Path. Books and papers are not now circulated among the mem­
bers, as some of them were never returned after Circulation. Mr. Kotayya 
lectured on “ Karma and Rebirth” on the 21sfc idem afc the premises of the 
“ Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Society,” Dr. /Lghoranatlr'presiding on 
the occasion. Mr. Kotayya lectured on the 26th idem on “ The Mode of Inter­
pretation of the Hindu Shastras” at the Society’s premises. On the 27fch he 
attended the branch meeting to propose certain improvements in its condi­
tion, which were approved of by the members. Active steps are taken to 
collect more funds for fche erection of a building for the Society, a sum of 
Rs. 500 having already been collected and Government grant having been 
promised. Our sincere thanks are due to Mr. Dorabji Dossabhoy, who 
takes such practical interest in Theosophical matters, and to four or five 
other brothers who also seem to have the welfare of the Society at heart, 

S e c u n d e r a b a d .— Mr. Kotayya visited Secunderabad on the 20th ultimo, but 
was nofc able to see the President. The Branch having worked well for a 
year or so, fell into inactivity. The only active members were, besides the 
President and tho Secretary, Mr. Bezonji Aderji, Mr. Kavasha Eduljee,and 2or
3 others. Ifc has jusfc revived into some activity owing to the circulation of 
Theosophical tracts and publications. Having returned to Hyderabad, 
he visited Secunderabad again on the 22nd and arranged for his work. He 
lectured on the 23rd, 24feh and 25th idem on “ The Latent Powers in Man,”
“ Prayer at Heart,” and “ Evolution and Involution of the Universe” in E n g ­
lish, at the premises or the Albert Reading Room and Library, before a con­
siderably large audience. He had more success than at Hyderabad. He 
returned to Hyderabad on the 26fch idem, and came back to Secunderabad on 
the 27th completing his work in the former. H,e lectured on “ Chitra Gupta 
or the Divine Notary” on the latter date in Telugu. The lecture was also 
largely attended. He explained the symbolical character of the Hindu Hell, 
but the Chairman, a Pandifc and an F. T. S., differed from him, and said that 
“ There is a real personal,— an anthropomorphic Chitra Gupta with an iron

style and cadjan leaves recording our thoughts, words and deeds.” H is 
first two lectures were presided over by Mr. Doorasami Mudaliyar, who, 
having fairly studied Theosophy and Hindu and Sufi philosophies, was able to 
acquifchimself creditably in the chair, reasonably differing from Mr. 0 . Kotayya 
on some minor particulars. Mr. M. Rangasami Aiyangar, Burrisfcer-afc-Law, pre­
sided afc his third lecture. He, having been a zealous and sincere sympathi­
zer since tbe advent of the Theosophical Society, exhorted the audience to 
sympathize with its cause, nofc by mere words, but by deeds, by actually 
joining the Society and working for it. Four candidates were admitted as 
Fellows and joined the Branch. Mr. Kotayya then left for Bolarum.

Bolarum. — Mr. Kotayya arrived here onthe29fch ultimo. Theosophy is afc 
a very low ebb in the place. Mr. Balakrishnaiyar, President of the Branc h, 
had already resigned, owing, it is said, to want of co-operation. Mr. T. V. Go- 
palasamy, the Secretary, has beeu transferred to Berar. One Mr. A. C. Veeia- 
perumal Pillay was the only one earnest member, but for whose timely 
services, Mr. Kotayya savs, he could not have reorganized the Branch. Six 
candidates were admitted into Fellowship, and they joined fche Branch, which 
now counts 9 members on its rolls. Mr. Kotayya lectured on “ The Objccts of 
the Theosophical Society” and “Idolatry,” on the 31st idem and on lsfc instant. 
He thanks Mr. Veeraperumal Pillay for obtaining for him permission 
every time that he lectured from the authorities of the Cantonment, 
which was another difficulty at the place. On the 3rd instant a meeting was 
held to appoint office-bearers and make Rules and Bye-laws. Mr. A. C. Yeera- 
perumal Pillay was appointed President, and Mr. P. Devaraja Mudaliyar 
Secretary of the Society, which was named Bhagavat Sabha. Mr. Kotayya 
says that measures for active work are being framed and the Branch wiil 
improve. *

W a r a n g a l .— Mr. Kotayya visited this place, at fche suggestionof Bro.Capt.
G. Raghoonath, and succeeded in forming a branch here through the help of 
Bro. Mr. Jehangir Sorabji. Mr. K. lectured on “ The Objects of the Theoso­
phical Society,” “ The Mode of Interpretation of Puranas,” “Janma and Karma” 
and similar subjects from the 5th to the 8th. The Branch named the Satya 
Vichara Theosophical Society counts nine members on ifcs rolls, of whom Mr. 
T. Lakshman, B. a . ,  is appointed the President, and Mr. Jehangir Sorabji the 
Secretary.

Mr. Kofcayya has high hopes for the future of fche branch. He says he 
is greatly indebted to the Secretary for his kind services and to the President 
and Mr. M. M. Srinivasa Chariyar for their active co-operation in his work.

Q U A R T E R L Y  R E P O R T S  F R O M  B R A N C H E S .
L a h o r e  B r a n c h .

15th A pril 1891.
Office-bearers:— Ramakislien Das, Secretary; Dr. Paramanand, Treasurer ; 

P. Bhola Nath, Assistant Secretary; P. Prem Ballah Pant, Librarian.
Meetings.— Five general meetings were held in this quarter. Besides 

these, the meetings of the Executive Committee were held almost weekly. 
The meetings were held afc the Hari Gyan Mandir, which temple is in 
charge of P. Gopi Nath. The room lent to the Society is very small, but 
we can’t help that at present.

Attendance.— The average attendance afc general meetings is 10 per meet­
ing, or more than 60 per cent* I t  is satisfactory comparing with thafc of tho 
past years.

Library.— A  library is attached to this Branch. The mosfc valuable book 
is the “ Secret Doctrine” (both volumes), which is the property of the Society. 
P. Gopi Nath kindly sends his Theosophist to the Society, as he promised, 
for the temporary use of the Society. The said Pandit also gave a largo 
almirah to the Society for the Library. The Library is open to all, whe­
ther members or not.

Nature of work done.— The work at meetings has gradually become more 
definite and organised, from conversation it grew to the reading of defi­
nite papers followed by discussion; these have been of a strictly Theosophi­
cal character. The Prasnottara and Society Work Papers were read and. 
discussed at the meetings, which encouraged and gave a great deal of inter­
est to all the members, Oft e?ery possible occasion, tho members endeavour-



ed to spread information as to Theosophical teachings in regard to Brother­
hood, Science, Mesmerism, &c. Much endeavour was also made to reply 
the enquiries made by strangers. The correspondence increased very much. 
Pamphlets were shown to many sympathisers, who were greatly interested.

Some experiments in connection with Mesmerism were made with 
success. Some members resolved to practise Mesmerism collectively daily 
at tho Society’s rooms above-mentioned, but owing to some reason or other 
they could not succeed in doing so.

On the whole, it is safely affirmed that this Branch worked steadily 
and made enormous progress during this quarter. The Prasnottara and 
Society Work Papers especially encouraged us in the general meetings. A  
knowledge of Theosophy is spreading day by day. The interest taken by tho 
members now is beyond my writing here, comparing with the past.

The attendance at the meetings has been good, and the utmost unanimity 
and fraternal feeling has always prevailed.

------------------  R a m k i s h e n  D a s ,  Secretary.
A l l a h a b a d  B r a n c h .

27th A pril 1891.
1. M. A. N. Hydari, P residen t; Hardeo Prasad, Secretary.
2. The meetings of the brancli were held weekly, though not all regular 

nor well attended, but there were no public meetings.
4. The people know very little of our work as a branch, but their opi­

nion is anything but unfavourable.
5. The work done by the members of this branch was good though 

unostentatious. Two girls’ schools have been established in this station 
through the exertions of Babu Srish Chandra Yasu, who has also taken to 
translating the Ashtadhyayee and Srimat Bhagavat. A  Dharma Sabha was 
also established here on quite unsectarian principles with the view of draw­
ing people’s attention to the necessity of spiritual and moral reformation 
in order to ensure happiness. A  bi-monthly journal has also been started.

6. Tho branch has got a library of its own, though no periodicals are 
subscribed for as yet. Some of the members have, however, offered to sub­
scribe for two or three periodicals for the hrnnrh

7. The work of translation can le  undertaken, and is in fact being dono 
to some extent by thisbranch.

K u m b a c o n u m  B r a n c h .
1 . Names of Office-bearers :— President, A. Nilakanta Sastrigal, b . c . e . ; 

Secretary, K. Narayanasawmi Aiya.
2. Meetings have be.en held from the beginning of this year every Sun­

day, and in future it is proposed to hold another meeting on Saturday also.
3. Average attendance is 7.
4. Heading “ Key to Theosophy,” and the “ Branch Work” read. A  

Pandit reads Bhagavata Purana and explains it.
5. Our work is much appreciated here.
6. The Branch itself has no library, but the Secretary has 60 books, 

theosophical, &c., which he has left at the disposal of the Branch. Theoso­
ph is t, Lucifer, and P ath  are subscribed for.

7. Besides the translation of Upanishads, the Secretary has translated 
Vasudeva Manam, an Adwaita compendium ; Mr. Ramanuja Aiengar, b . a . ,  ia 
translating Kalk i Purana.

K. N a r a y a n a s a w m i  A i y a r ,  Secretary.

C U D D A P A n  B r a n c h .
1 .  Office-bearers:— D .  Yenkatachala Sastrulu Garu, President; A .  Nan- 

jundappa, b . a . ,  b . l . ,  Secretary; M. Subramanya Iyah, Treasurer.
2. Number of meetings 20.
3. 204 members and 106 sympathizers attended the meetings. Deduct­

ing the non-resident members, the average attendance was 59 per cent. The 
attendance of the registered sympathizers was 5 on an average. There 
were also several outsiders present at the meetings.

4. Bhagavat Gita with Sankaracharya’s Bashya is being systematically 
read with the help of Pandits K. Dasacharlu Garu and K. Raghavacharlu 
Garu. Four chapters have been, completed, 'Jh© Branch Work Papers 
received from the Head-quartera were read,

5. In  the course of these three months, there were eight lecture* deliver­
ed in connection with the Society, one in English and seven in vernacular. 
fl hese were public lectures, and were generally of an interesting nature. The 
lectures were well attended to by the general public. The work of this branch 
has won the sympathies of several orthodox Hindus and some English educat­
ed natives. The work done here, the District Head-Quarters, is exerting its 
good influence in the interior taluks of the District, and gentlemen from 
tho8e parts are also beginning to take interest in matters connected with 
Theosophy, so much so that one Dorigallu Narayana Reddi, who knows no 
English and is not a member of the Society, has come forward with a liberal 
douation of Rs. 30 for the library of the branch. Strong hopes are enter­
tained that good results will ensue if the members of the branch co-operate 
in the spread of theosophie ideas, and work systematically in that direction.

6. The Branch Society has a library with about 40 volumes for tho 
present, and about Rs. 120 in the shape of donations, which wonld soon make 
the library attractive to the reading public. The Theosophist and the Path 
are placed at the disposal of the Society by a member. We hope to subscribe 
for Lucifer ere long.

7. The subject of translation is being seriously considered by some 
of the members, and we shall be able to produce some translations soon.

A. N a n j u n d a p p a h ,  Secretary.

B o m b a y  B r a n c h .
U th  April 1891.

The gatherings of the Bombay Branch are gradually swelling. On 
account of a greater number of people presenting themselves to take interest 
in Theosophy, the meetings are becoming expensive, and our immediate 
attention is engaged at present to consider how to recoup the already 
exhausted funds. The members are most of them poor.

The Paper “ Have Animals Souls P” was read and discussed last month. 
The same enquirer who has been visiting since a few weeks past, asked 
Bfcveral questions, supplemented by some Parsi youths, which were replied 
to by Bros. Peacocke, P. R. Mehta, J. K . Daji and others. Among the out­
siders who were present and took partin the proceedings, were Mrs. Sarah
D. Gostling and Mr. Byramji Dinshah Panday, champions of vegetarianism 
in Bombay, the former among tho Europeans, and tho latter among the 
Parsis. ** Know thyself” and other papers were also read with the same zeal 
and interest.

Bombay is again visited by a person who is known by the name of 
“ Narasinhji.” He is a Hatha Yogi, who pays his visit triennially to Bombay. 
Sabhapathy Swamy, the Dnyan Yogi, is still here giving lessons to his dis­
ciples. He will leave this soon. Majji, the well-known Yogini of Benares, 
also stayed here a few days en-route to her pilgrimage to Rameshwar. 
These and such other people are not always looked upon with favour, but I  
think India is indebted for her moral standard, if not for her spiritual well­
being, to these people. But for the occasional visits they pay, I  do nofc 
mean those lungotiwalla ragamuffins who infest the streets of India and 
are a burden on the Indian community, the teeming Indian masses would 
have become like the people of low degree in England as they are presented 
to the world by General Booth.

Tho Jam-i-Jamscd, a Parsi Gu jerati daily, which has remained true to 
the cause of Theosophy ever since the establishment of the Theosophical 
Sooiety in India, had an article last month on the controversy anent Advait- 
mn which took place in the columns of Lucifer between Prof. Monier W il­
liams and Bro. U. L. Desiii, a few months ago. The Jam-i-Jamwd considers 
Prof. Williams’ defence a poor one, and regrets tho absence of philosophical 
instinct among Parsi youths sent to England for study, some of whom are 
occasionally led to hear “ gems” like those that are occasionally dropping 
from the mouth of the Boden Professor.

The general attitude of the Bombay Press, however, is still tho same 
with regard to Theosophy. I  think we poor “ credulous” people have not 
vê t become worthy to attract the attention of their “ Incredulous” majesties. 
One “ religious” paper’s sub-editor was lately asked, 1 hear, by its proprietor 
not to clip and insert any paragraphs with regard to Theosophical matters in
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that? paper in future! This and other events occurring in connection with 
the Theosophical work here; shows i,he necessity of an organ, fortnightly or 
monthly in the beginnings to defend and propound the cause <»f Theosophy. 
Its  object should nofc clash with the interests of our other journals. It should 
not'insert any original articles, except urgent necessity demands them, but 
reprint:the already profuse literature in cheap and haudy form. Such nn 
orgam is more needed now because of another reason. The present state of 
native females, especially the Parsi females, is deplorable. The Hindus have
a.mine of religious and philosophical literature suited to their females; the 
Parsis have hardly anything theosophical for1 females; and if there is any­
thing,• no attempt has been made to carry that into tlieir household. Tf*e 
modern system of education makes the Parsi girl ungirlish. I l  tlie Parsi 
youths join the Society, make their progress onward, yet leave their sisters 
aside* what good will they achieve, even in the immediate future p “ Two pots 
will clash against each other.” This mnst be foreseen noiv, and it cannot be 
better foreseen than by starting a medium through which we can approach 
young and old, males and females, alike.

Last Sunday evening an extempore lecture was delivered by Bro. Pea- 
cocke on “ Septenary Man.” It  had its peculiar value, being delivered with an 
accompaniment of a diagram. It  is to be concluded next Sunday.

M i d n a p o k e  B r a n c h .

1. Names of Office-bearers.—President, Baboo Hari Charan Roy, m . a . ,  

Professor, College, Midnapore; Secretary, Baboo Girish Chandra Mittra, 
Pleader, Judge’s Court), Midnapore ; Assistant Secretary, Baboo Satis Chandra 
Bosu, 2nd Clerk, Police Office, Midnapore.

2. Number of meetings held.— The members of this Branch meet on 
every Sunday evening; About ten meetings were held during the quarter 
under report.

3. Percentage of attendance.— Regular record has not been kept of all 
the meetings. It  is not therefore possible to calculate the average percent­
age of attendance accurately. But the number may bo safely estimated nt 
about 40 per cent, exclusive of sympathizers and enquirers, of whom from 2 
to 6 attended each moeting. It  should be observed that the attendance has 
been increasing since the introduction of thenew scheme of work by our ener­
getic General Secretary Mr. Bertram Keightley.

4. Nature of the work done.— During the quarter’under report several 
of the members who had not read the Bhagavat Gita before, were doing so at 
home. The Key to Theosophy, Light on the Path, and a Fragment of Thought 
were also being read by the members in turn.

In  our weekly meetings Light on tlie Path and “ Hastamalaka,” a poem 
by Sri Sankaracharya, were explained. Besides, we used to discuss and 
explain difficult and doubtful points that we came across in the course of our 
studies;

5. Public opinion.— The intelligent public here may be divided into three 
classes, namely, (1) the elders, (2) the young men, and (3) the st udents. 
The best way to exert au effective influence on the outside public seems 
to be by sending to the branches competent spenkers who can set before tho 
materialistic Hindu the beauty and sublimity of his ancestral religion and 
inspire him with a feeling of love and respect for it. The public is apathetic.

6. Library, See.'— A few books have lately been bought out of the Branch 
fund, but they are too few to deserve, the name of a library— more books 
are however boing bought gradually, and we hope to be able to report ere long 
the possession of a decent library by the Branch.

7. Tho Branch cannot undertake translation business.

M o z u f f k r p o b e  B r a n c h .

The Office-bearers of this branch are as follows :— Babu Poornachnndor 
Mitter, b .  l . ,  Senior Govt. Pleader, President; Babu Syamacharan Banerji, m . a . ,  

B; l;, Pleader, Secretary; Babu Raghunundum Persad, Zemindar, Joint 
Secretary ; Babu Probodhnath Ghose, Clerk, Executive Engineer’s Office, 
Librarian*

(Babu Malnkdhari Sukla, who wa* the Joint Secretary of our branch, 
has left th is pluce and so has ceased to be a member of this branch).

r> • „ fVip miarter ending with the 31st March, 1891, onr branch hold  D uring the qua. ter en i g  Keb.uary whs tiie anm versiry
five n.e. tings, oi ^ . 1^1 HVeraf, e ftUelldan(5e i.i these m eetings is 7 6.
m eeting  ot our - H hair vat. Gita wer<* rend in those m eet-

1U*n ‘ t t u h  m o t io n s  for ti is Vedic tol at Benares, and enlightened us m one lo lle e t  sub>ci lptioub ) m Hit* Veda. a> d tho members of
of o u r m ee tin g s \ ji th  reel a > /   ̂ P u iid it acco rd ing  to  th e ir  m ig h t.
t,.i» brunch f .o S g i. the annivor-
1 he m o't ine  ̂ attended by tlie lig 'it and learning of this town. 1 ‘ ‘ 'V " '
B uryjnerti'ig «< 8 tll;R b" nn(,,s but »b it. nubs.- ribes to tlie J h c o s o -
P, ,  „k.ng th*' e us y members have got a few books «... 1 lieo.o-
p h u t  th.e J  at. i,  i. d w it(, the duty 0f 8ee,ng to the proper

° f °  * I  I t i s i n t h e  contem plation of the m em b er  of th . ,
Translate th e  Z o h a r  of T ulsidas or the sayings of Kabir into l.ngl, sh. 
tiansia te  m e  /  g yAMACHABAN B anebji, H o n y . S e c y ., M . 1 .  b .

pl.y, one « 
distribuiion 
bianch to 1

B ezwada .

j • T h e o w v h ic a l S o c ie ty , B e z w a d a , h e ld  o n  2 9 th  M a rch < 1891.
M  p 3 « b . H.. 1-illay, P. V . Ramnnayya, Rai alindur 

J\  B o s u !  T .  V .  N a m s f t  A i y a r ,  K .  N a r a y a n a s w a r o y  N a i d u ,  B a b u  H a n d o s s
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b o u s e  i n s t e a d  o F  i n  o n e  p l a c e ,  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  m e m b e r s .

C u r r i e d  B h a l l  b e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m m e  o f  w o r k  i n  e a c h

w e e k l y  n ^ e t i n | e a d i n R  w i t h  e x p l a n a t i o n  o n e  c h a p t e r  o f  B h a g a v a t  G i t a .

$  £ S f n f - h ^ W o r P ^ r  s e n t  b y  P a r e n t  S o c i e t y  

I d  )  C o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m a t t e r s .  C a r r i e d  n c m  c o n

TTT ( llotio"ed and carried, that members shall oontnbnte monthly to 

pnntuii'ont charges and subscriptions for periodicals. I he . e  - 

C f i s  requtted to circulate a book with headings for donations und sub-

g c r i p t i o n s  a m o n g  ; s  t o b e  h e l d  i n  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  t o w n .

V  T b e  S e c r e t a r y  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  s u b  s c  ' I ' 1 ' 0 " ®  

a m l  t o r  t h e f K i n g  p e r i o d i c a l s  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  f u n d s

p e r m i t .  m lc0S0Vh n t  : 2. J ju c if e r  ; 3. P a t h  : 4. B tid d h is t .
V I .  T lie follow ing i s  t h e  l i s t  o f  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  m o n t h l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n s
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D o n a t i o n .  S u b s c r i p t i o n .  
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„  M .  P a r a n k u s a m  P i l l a y  . . .  |  0  0

„  K .  N » r a y a n a K w a i n y  .................................. o  n  f t  0  8  0

„  H o r i d o s s  M u k h e r j e e  .................................. 2  0  0

T .  V .  M a r a s a A i y e r  ............................. 2  0  0  0  8  0

, , P .  V  . l l a m a - m y y e r  .............................  i  0  »

„  N .  S e s l i H g i n  K o w  .............................

”  ( T r u e  c o p y . )

_______________  Menatchy, S e c r e t a r y .

B a n g a l o r e  C a n t o n m e n t  B k a n c h .  ^  ^

E X  B t a t e  t h a t

I b t o l I h ' T n r t n T . t  T g  " o d "  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  w a s  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e  p . p c r  

w a s  l i s t e n e d  t o  T v i t h  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n .



A  class has been formed, I  may mention, to study commencing with 
the “ Key to Theosophy.’* For the present, the class will meet once a week 
on Thur sdays. A. S i n g a r a v e l u ,  Secretary.

N a g p u r ,

31s* March 1891.
D ear S ir  and B rother,— A s informed by me in my letter No. 98, 

dated 25th instant, a special meeting of the Society was held on the morning 
of the 27th instant to read Branch Work Paper I, and another was held on 
the 30th idem to read Paper II.

Very good effect was produced npon theminds of the members by reading 
both the papers. The following resolutions were passed nt tlie meetings.

1. That some vernacular book, wrhich is not translated into English 
already, be translated by one of tho members and sent to Adyar for approval 
and publication ; but that before undertaking the work of translat ion of any 
book, a reference be made to the Parent Society, enquiring as to whether a 
translation of it exists already.

2. That the Pandits of this place be asked if there are any books and 
unpublished manuscripts from the Adyar Library, which they can spare.

3. That the Managing Committees of different schools in Nagpur be 
requested to introduce Sanskrit into their schools where it is not taught 
already.

4. That the members of the Theosophical Society shonld deliver 
lectures every month to students generally on Aryan morals, giving at tlie 
grame time expression to Theosophical ideals.

5. That commencing from the month of October every year, lectures 
be delivered every fortnight by tlie members and by outsiders as well 
if they so desire, for three months, that is up to the end of December, ou theo­
sophical and religious subjects, either in the City School or any other place.

6. That a Pandit be appointed by this Society for assisting it generally. 
Monthly scholarships are paid by this Society to students who learn 
Sanskrit. There were three such scholarship holders for some time, but there 
is only one now, as the remaining two left the station and appear to have 
gone fco Benares for prosecuting their studies.

An honest effort will be made by this Society to follow the instruction 
contained in Bra nch Work Papers issued from time to time, as far as 
possible, l'he Branch Work Papers and the “ Prasnottara” are doing great 
good to the members and hope they will continue for ever.

With my best regards and wishes.
C .  L a k s h m a n a s w a m t ,

-  —...... Off9* Secy. T. 8., Nagpur.
C a l c u t t a .

4th M ay 1891.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,— Kindly take note that at the meeting of the 

Bfengal Theosophical Society held last night, the following Office-bearers are 
appointed :— Baboo Norendra Nath Sen, President; Baboo Sree Nath Tagore, 
Vice-President, Baboo Neel Comul Mukerjee, Secretary; Baboo Bal ai Chand 
Mullick, Asst. Sec. ; Baboo Gyan CHandra Bysack, Treasurer and Librarian.

I  may mention for your information that it "was also resolvedto re 
organise the Society, and for which purpose several important resolutions 
were also passed.

I  beg also to mention that Baboo Balai Chand Mullick, Khiroda N. 
Chatterjee, Baroda Kanto Mozumdar and Dr. Rukhal Chundra Son have 
agreed to undertake to translate original Sanskrit works into English, &c.

N e e l  C o m u l  M u k e r j e e ,  Secretary, B. T. S.

W a n t  of space prevents our giving in full the innumerable letters 

and telegrams from all branches in India and from many- individual 

members of the Society both in this country and elsewhere, deploring 

the loss we have sustained in the death of II. P. B.

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

A U G U S T  1 8 9 1 .

M iss  R  F .  P i c k e t t .  Y. 
from Australia to  work with the Singha ese j thnt state where our
Principal of their largest school, long t U i d .
sigh t cannot follow her. H er Bate B - n r o l t t o  tong l  ^
she made alone over the ocean, and the J ®  ^ ftre mentioned in
her from the Com m ittee who m et ler ^ o p h u t. She entered immedi- 
the first article ot this number of t e V the religious
ately upon her school duties and tTe principles8 and

feelings of the people. ^  Pukhc avowa was full of pleasant
person of their revered Buddha, in a m eeting u f Ceylon, with
and cheerful word-, aud tokens. S h e  had left Australia to y 
her m other and blessing. Her new  hom e waa *
began her work with zeal, and, as far a - >  ̂ [mil elap sed.
P e r h a p s  even her mother would come. Only her di0: One
The situation and the prospects s e e m e p  • • d fteven

: r re' ° E i

lighted the funeral pyre. A  B

T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C IE T Y , A M j M C A N ^ T I O t t ^

Secretary, Theosophical Society, A dyar, Madras, India.
D e a r  S ib  and B r o th e r ,— A neeles Calif., to w it ,  the Snkti

Three of tb e  four Branches in ^ n ce le s  T. S ., h av in g  surrendered  
T. S ., the Satw a 1 .  fc., and th e  ^a. ,  a Charter for a ncw B ranch to bo
thoir Charters and un ited  in  a rC^ d to  be composed of the m em bers of thocalled The Dhjana Lodge T S and to be cornpo ^  ^
three Branches named a C h arter^  s a . d ^  g ^  & membershi f :;2.

Please publish th e  above in the T h e o s o p h ist,
Fraterna^y yours, ^  General Secretary,

T H E O SO PH IC A L  SO C IE T Y ; A U ST R A L A S IA N  SE C T IO N .

of ” hT^heosophical Society, held th is 8th  day

„ t H ^ % T S O e n t  Founder > » « »  *  I - P " ” ” 1’ 11

f h . t .  t a d  Branch be formed under the title o! th ,” S jdne, 

Theosophical Society-’̂  n ^  elected PrcsidCnt, and T. W. Williams

b J K P  O ’, reel Tre ^re r  .or the „ a tb

ĉ SunTay evening nest, thc 17thd»y ot Maj 1891.  ̂^ WaL|AM3j Sc(IJi



T oowoomba T heosophical S ociety.
Afc a meeting of members of the Theosophical Society held at fche Masonic 

Hall, Toowoomba, the lsfc day of May 1891, fche President Founder in the 
chair, and a quorum present, ib was, upon motion,

Resolved : Thafc the local Branch of the Theosophical Society, formerly 
known as the Toowoomba Theosophical Society, be revived under fche existing 
Charter of 1881 issued to the late C. H. Hartmann aud associates.

Upon motion, Mr. H. A. Nesbifc was elected Secretary and Treasurer for 
the coming year.

Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Sloman, Mr. F. Davis and Mr. Nesbit were appointed 
a Committee on Bye-laws.

Upon motion, the Committee on Bye-laws was directed to meet at the 
house of Mr. Atkinson on Sunday the 10th instant at 2-30 r. m .

• Upon motion, the Society adjourned to meet on Wednesday the 13th 
instant, at 8 P. M., at the Old Presbyterian Church, Bell Street.

-----------  Henry A. Nesbit, Secy.
A delaide Theosophical S ociety.

A t a meeting of Fellows of the Theosophical Society in Adelaide, the 
President in the chair, it was, upon motion, resolved to form a local branch 
under fche name of tho “ Adelaide Theosophical Society.” The chair then 
appointed Messrs. Dobbie, Knox, Mackenzie and Caldwell, a Committee to 
draft Bye-laws and report to an adjourned meeting, to be held in the office of 
Mr. Knox, two accounts from to-day. The chair then appointed Mr. A. Dobbie 
President (pro-tem) and Mr. J. Mackenzie Secretary and Treasurer (pro-tem.) 

26th M ay, 1891. -----------  j  M a c k e n z i e ,  Secy. (pro-tem).
F IN A N C IA L  STA TEM EN T .

The Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
the following sums during the month of July 1891

L ibrary  F und.
Mr. C. Sambiah ... ... ... ... ... Rs. 5 0 0
Mr. E. W. Minchen and Mrs. J. Walter Smart (Sydney)

£5  each = £ 10.
Proceeds of the President Founder’s Lecture at Sydney 

£  82-12-0, at Melbourne £  14, Total £  32-12-0.
H ead-Quarters F und.

Entrance fees received at Sydney £  12-5-0, Melbourne
£  5-12-0, Adelaide £  2, Mrs. McCarthy 5s., Total £  20-2-0.

A nniversary F und.
Melbourne £  2- 6-0, Adelaide 16s., and Mrs. Me Carthy

2s., Total £3-4-0 S. E. G opalacharlu,
20th July 1891. — ... Asat. Treasurer.

IN D IA N  S E C T IO N  REPORT.
The work is progressing well, despite the absence of the General Secre­

tary from the Head-quarters. The Colleges and Courts were shut, and as 
most of our members belong, mostly, to the Bar and the College, the work 
of the branches was suspended for somo time owing to tbe dispersion of tho 
members to enjoy the vacation. Now they are re-opened for work, and it is 
most earnestly requested that the Secretaries of branches would keep tho 
work of the Head-quarters and theirs more active, intelligent and practical. 
As the second quarter of this year is closed, Secretaries of Branches are re­
quested to send the 2ud instalment of the quarterly report, exactly on the lines 
of the first one. Copies of Mr. Mead’s address at the time of H. P. B.’s crema­
tion, together with No. 12 of “ Yahan,” which contains the details of her death 
a n d  the protest signed by the London brothers, in refuting the calumnies 
thrown upon her life, were sent to all the branches, and if more copies are 
wanted either for the use of the branches or for free circulation, they will 
be most gladly sent. A  reprint of the first three articles from the Theosophist 
for July, bearing upon H. P. B.’s death is struck, and copies will bo sent with 
Prasnottara No. 7, which number will be B en t by V. P. P. as notified in 
Prasnottara No. 5. All those that have not remitted their annual subscrip­
tion, are requested to remit it at most by the first week of the next month, 
or else the Prasnottara will be sent by V. P. P. to each member, whether 
attached or unattached* p, Yenxatarama Aiyer.

The Indian Section gets a dor.cn copies of Vahan in esclmngc of tho 
same number of Prasnottara sent to London, and those that wish to hove 
them may get from this office per set for Rs. 3 per annum, including postage.

- P. R. V.

MR. C. K O T A Y Y A ’S TOUR.
Bezviada.— Mr. Kotayya reached here on fche 11 th April. On the 12th, 

13th and 14th he lectured at the premises of Mr. S. Li.ipiah Garu s houso ou 
the Objects of the Theosophical Society, ‘ Symbology, ‘ Janma and Karma 
respectively. Three candidates were admitted into fellowship, and thut
makes u p  15, th e  p re se n t s tre n g th  of th e  b ran ch . * i aonr¥lrt

fillore — Mr. Kotayya arrived here on the 19th idem, lectured on the same 
day on the Objects of the Theosophical Society. Brother Mr. Daon Sriramulu 
Pantulu Garu, a member of the Branch and a Sanskrit scholar of good 
attainments, has become the author of a work callcd Duracbarapirachabhan- 
iani in Telugu, treating of the mode of daily life and ritual. t

Masulipatam.—Mr. Kotayya arrived here on the 24th idem, was received 
most heartily by all the members of the branch, lectured in English on the 
objects of the Theosophical Society at the premises of the Hindu High School 
and in Telugu on ‘ Devotion, Communion and Bhajana’ at the premises ot 
Raja Kandengulavaru’s Hall, on cach occasion before nn audicnco of about 
200 people. He subsequently lectured in English on 4 Reincarnation and the 
Law of Karma at the Hindu High School. Mr. Kotayya observes m his report 
on the branch as follows : “This is fche only one I  have yet seen that has been 
working without a break since its opening, judging from its attendance, tee 
registers and other records which are most regularly kept/’ A  portion of ground 
to build on having been promised by a generous sowcar, one Mr. M. Kama- 
bhottu Chetty Garu, it is hoped that the branch will have soon separate
premises of its own to meet on.

Mr. Kotayya ends by thanking the members for their zeal and earnestness, 
especially Brothers Messrs. Sundararamaiya Garu and Y. Y. S. Avadhani 
Garu, both able men, who have thrown themselves heart and soul into the 
work* and are doing all they can for the progress of the movement in those 
parts.

IN D IA N  S E C T IO N : F IN A N C IA L  STATEM EN T.
Balance on hand ... ... ... ••• ••• 1j767 8 8
Entrance fees of Messrs. B. H. M. and O. C. D. (Meerut) ;

K. M. G. (Calcutta); S. (Warangal) ; A. C. R.
(Tipperah); B. S., B. S. R. (Rs. 8); P. N. N. (Rs. 8);
C. V. (Rs. 4) (Kurnool) ...

‘ Abrahminunit’ (Mannargudi) Rs. 25; 
innual subscriptions of Jubbulpore I  
Warangal, Rs. 5 ; and Aurah Rs. 3; 

ndividual subscriptions of Messrs. R. W
G. at Rs. 2

Total ...
E x p e n d i t u r e .

Salaries ... ... ... ... ... •••
Printing charges ...
Postage ... ...
Sundries, including Stationery ...

Total... 
Add Balance...

G rand  T o ta l...

• ft
V

80 0 0

5
tt 45 0 0

1;
• ar 11 0 01.
• • ttt 4 0 0
r. 
i . .. 6 0 0

tt 1,913 8 8

Rs. 85 0 0
106 9 0
63 4 6
36 15 9

291 13 3
1,621 11 5

1,913 8 8



E E  POR TS  F R O M  B R A N C H E S  F O R  T H E  1 s t  Q U A R T E R .
1. Noakhali.— President’s post is left vacant. An attempt will be made 

to get the Zemindar of the place, Baboo Raj Kumar Datta, as President. I 
do not know how far I (Prabbotchander Raj) succeed. I am the Vice- 
President ; Baboo Jadab Chandra, Secretary; and Uday Chandra Dass, Joint 
Secretary; Baboo AnandaCharan Moonshi, Librarian.

2. Three meetings are held during the quarter.
3. Out of 7 members residing in the town— 3 or 4 members attend.
4. Reading of some Theosophical or Hindoo books.
5. Two years ago the public appreciated tbe movement, but now I see 

otherwsie.
6. It has a poor library; it has a tin shaded house of its own. These 

two years the subscription for the Theosophist has ceased. I am trying to 
get it resumed.

7. I doubt whether any one will at present take up the task of transla­
tion. ---- *

T innevelly .~ l. S. R. Ramakrishna Aiyer is the President; T. A . Anan- 
tharama Aiyer is the Vice-President; S. Ramachandra Sastri is thfc 
Secretary.

2. The number of meetings held during the quarter ending 31st March 

1891 is 15.
3 . The percentage of attendance at the Branch meeting is 100 : and the 

average attendance of tho special meetings held for sympathisers is 5 per 

meeting.
4. The Prasnottara Branch Work Papers, Selections from the Theoso­

phist, the Secret Doctrine, &c., are read, explained and discussed.
5. The Branch is working in a quiet way, and is beginning to attract 

public attention as evidenced by the attendance of sympathisers.
6. There is a small Library of 23 volumes attached to the Branch 

and the Branch subscribes for the Theosophist.
7. The Branch is willing to undertake the translation into English of 

such Tamil works as the General Secretary may think fit to name.

Seety Branch.— 1. Babu Raj kissen Mukerji, President ; Babu Priya 
Nath Doss, Secretary.

2. Four. It is convened evety fortnight. The first regular meeting 
was commenced from February last.

3. Thirty-three per cent. The chief cause in the smallness of attend­
ance of the members in the meetings, is that most of them live at distant 
places from this.

4. SreemutbhagaVat, Branch Papers and other books relating to Hindoo 
Sastra were read and discussed.

5. The people at this place seem to be satisfied with the movement, and 
have full sympathy with its objects.

6. A  very small Library. The Theosophist is subscribed for jointly by 
the President and Secretary, and is circulated to all the members for perusal

7. Translation work possible at present.,

Berhampore.—1. Office-bearers.— At the last election the undermentioned 
gentlemen were elected as Office-bearers for the year 1891 :

Babu Dina Nath Ganguli, P residen t;Babu Satcoiiri Miikherji, Vice-Pre­
siden t; Babu Kanai Lal Banerji, Secretary ; Babu Rajkrishna Banerji, Asst. 
Secretary ; Babu Bunwari Lal Mukherji, Librarian \ Babu Nafar Das Ray, 
Accountant and Treasurer.

Council.— In addition to the Office-bearers, who are ex-officio meifib^rs of 
the Council, the following gentlemen were elected as Councillors.

Babu Tridhara Charan Bhatta, Babu Prasanna Chandra Roy, Babu 
Kali Prasanna Mukerji, Babu Murari Lal Majumdal*, Babu Kamakshya 
Prasad Ganguli, Babu Mritvunjaya Bhattacharji. Babu Govinda Gopal 
Gupta, Babu Harikrishna Majumdar and Pandit Keshab Chandra Vidya- 
ratna.

2. The members meet regularly once every week, the day of meeting 
being Saturday. During the last quarter twelve ordinary meetings wero 
held.

3. The average attendance of members in their weekly meetings is from 
40 to 50 per cent. Out of a total of 40 members, generally^ to 20 meet every 
week.

4. Subjects, such as “Tbe Doctrine of Karma,” “The Seven Principles of 
Man,” “ Re-incarnation,” “ Theosophy— What it is,” <fcc., were taken up and 
discussed. The Branch Papers issued from the Head-quarters were read ab 
the meetings. Some of the questions given at tbe end of the Prasnottara 
were answered.

5. Of the outside public there are some who are in full sympathy with 
the aims and objects of the movement. But as our ordinary meetings are 
not open to the public, it is not easy to ascertain the views of the bulk of the 
public.

Of late there have been three new admissions.
6. There is a very decent collection of valuable theosophical works at­

tached to this Branch. The Library also contains a good number of Sanskrit 
books. The three leading theosophical journals, the Patht Lucifer, and 
Theosophist were used to be taken by the Branch, but owing to shortness of 
funds, the Theosophist only has been retained for the present.

7. In response to the call of Mr. Judge, of America, the President nnd 
the Secretary undertook the translation of two small philosophical pieces. 
They have been forwarded to America; others are to follow.

Calcutta.— 1. Babu Norendra Nath Sen, President; Babu Neel Comul 
Mookerjee, Secretary ; Babu Brojendra Nath Banerji, Joint Secretary ; Babu 
Balai Chand Mullick, Assistant Secretary; Bab Promotho Nath Chatterji, 
Librarian ; Babu Gyan Chundra Bysack, Treasurer.

2. Meetings are held almost every Sunday at the house of our President 
at 7 r. m.

3. Generally 5 to 7 members attend on the average at every meeting.
4. Didcussion ou Theosophical matters and readings from Hindu Philo­

sophy. ,
5. The Public do not evince as much interest as it used to do before.
6. This Branch has a little Library.
7. As rpgarfN translating and other matters, these are before the mem­

bers and the result wil be made known to you later on.

A m b a s a m u d r a m  B r a n c h .

At a meeting of the Ambasamudram Branch held on the 7th June 1891, 
the following business was transacted :—

1. Resolved, that the resignations of Messrs. Lakshmana Iyengar and 
Sankaranarayanier be accepted ou their paying up arrears of subscriptions 
due to th«i Society up to the date of their resignations.

2. Mr. Madanasami Row having resigned his office of President, the 
thanks of the Branch are cordially tendered to him for past services he 
rendered. Proposed by Mr. V. M. and seconded by Mr. C. P., that Mr. T. 
Varada Row be selected as President. Carried non con.

3. Resolved, that Mr. Neelakantamier and Balakrishnier be requested 
to compile a list of works on Yoga and Mantras in Tamil language, which 
are treated as . authorities in Southern India. The period alluwed is four 
weeks.

4. Mr. Madanasami Row has been requested to expedite the transcrip­
tion of Dhanurvidya and Gamana Gulika Sastra, which are now being got 
ready under his auspices.

5. Libraries are said to exist in many villages, and Mr. Parthasarathy 
Naidoo has been requested to find out in conjunction with Messrs. Samoo Iyer 
and Subba Iyer of Kallidaikurichi what rare manuscripts could be had for 
copying purposes from any of the above libraries there and report the result 
at the next meeting.

-----------  R. S u b b ia h , Secy,

T H E  LA T E  M A D A M E  B L A V A T SK Y .
Extracts from hitters of sympathy received from Indian Branches.

1. Meerut.— Resolved,: That the Meerut Theosophical Society puts on 
record its deep sense oi regret at the loss which it believes the member.-* 
©f the Theosophical Society especially, and the cause of human spiritual



progress generally, have sustained by the death of Madame Blavatsky* the 
founder of fche Theosophical Society; and repudiates with indignation any 
slur which ignorance, malignity or avarice has laid or might yet lay upon 
her character.

T ipperah:— Resolved, that this meeting appreciating with feelings of 
gratitude the work done by Madame H. P. Blavatsky, the Co-founder of the 
Theosophical Society* towards reviving and stimulating interest in spiritual 
matters, in reawakening in India a love for Aryan literature, religion, philo­
sophy and science, and in spreading throughout the old and new continents 
an interest in their study, deeply mourn her death, which may be regarded 
not only as a loss to tbe cause of Theosophy, but as a national loss to the 
natives of India.

Cuddapah.— We are all here very sorry for the death of our late revered 
Madame Blavatsky. This Branch lias passed a resolution of deep regret at her 
death, and considers that humanity has sustained a severe loss in her death. 
It  has also been resolved that you should be requested to take steps to adopt 
measures how to best commemorate her name in a fitting and lasting 
manner.

Benares.— “ That this meeting formally places on record an expression 
of its profound grief at the unexpected loss of its spiritual preceptor, 
Madame H. P. Blavatsky, and its deep sense of gratitude towards her for 
the invaluable services she rendered to the world at large and to itself in 
particular. That, moreover, the Secretary do solicit instructions from the 
Head-quarters as to its future course, and enquire what arrangements have 
been made regarding the vacancy made in the office.”

Himalayan Esoteric.—W e have read with deep regret the announcement 
in Reuter’s telegram of the departure of Madame Blavatsky from this world. 
Although the state of her health did not leave any hope of her recovery, and 
from all accounts it was feared that the time was not far off when she would 
be lost to us, yet the shock occasioned by the event is in no way less than it 
would otherwise have been.

Madame Blavatsky wafe, and her memory still is, and ever will be 
endeared to every Indian heart acquainted with what she has done for the 
regeneration of this poor country. Her loss is simply i r r e p a r a b l e ,  and i t  
affects not only India, but the whole world.

Though slandered from many a quarter, there will come a time when 
the mists that dimat present the sight of the ignorant and the bigoted will 
disappear, and the world will see what a noble philanthropic lady she was 
aud what good she has done to mankind in general.

It  behaves all true Theosophists to pay suitable tribute to her memory 
and preserve it in as best way as possible. In  our humble opinion this can­
not be better done than by earnestly fostering the growth of the tree she has 
planted, and allowing it to take deep root into our hearts and bear in time 
the sweet fruits expected of it.

Durbhanga.'—I am very sorry to hear of the death of our beloved Madame 
Blavatsky. India has lost its greatest benefactor, and I am sure her loss 
will be mourned as long as her memory lasts.

Calcutta.— It wad resolved that the members of the Bengal Theosophical 
Society express thoir unfeigned and profound regret at the loss sustained by 
the Theosophical Society in general, owing to the death of Madame Blavatsky, 
aiid the Bengal Theosophical Society is quite willing to join in any move­
ment that may be set on foot to perpetuate her memory.

Bangalore Cantonment.— Resolved, that the following telegram of con­
dolence 011 the demise of Madame Blavatsky, sent in the name of the Branch 
to the Head-quarters, be adopted

“ Painfully surprised to learn of physical death of our much respected 
Madame Blavatsky. Humanity undoubtedly lost a true spiritual guide. Our 
humble and sincere condolence to Colonel, colleagues and all Theosophists. 
May her spiritual light continue to Bhedits lustre upon our spiritual cause.”

Resolved, that, as a humble token from this branch of the gratitude to 
the late Madame Blavatsky, which she has earned by her self-devotion to 
the Theosophical cause she haa founded, a prize in the shape of a medal, or

otherwise of the value not exceeding Rs. 15, to be called fl. P. B.’s prize-— 
be awarded from time to time to tho recipient from the Parent Society of 
Subba Row’s medal. Towards this object, a sum of Rs. 300 now in hand will 
be invested in proper securities, and tbe proposed expenditure defrayed from 
tbe interest accruing therefrom.

Resolved, that a bust of Madame Blavatsky be obtained and placed in a 
conspicuous part of the Society’s premises.

A t the close of the business part of this meeting, brother Subramania 
Iyer, the Yice-President of the Branch, gave a brief account of the life of the 
illustrious lady, which was listened to with profound attention and respect.

K a n ig ir i— Resolved, that this Branch deeply regrets the death of 
Madame Blavatsky, co-founder of the Theosophical Society, and records its 
sense of the irreparable loss sustained by humanity by this untimely event.

Kancharapara (Seety T. S.) — It  grieves us much to read in the Mirror 
of the 14th May of the death of our much respected Madame Blavatsky, 
which occurred on the 9th instant. In  our humble opinion, it suggests itself 
that something in commemoration of the lamented death might be done to 
perpetuate her memory in India. Her departure is an universal calamity 
throughout the whole world.

Muzufferpore.— Deep regret is being felt hy the Theosophists and others 
of this (Muzufi'erpore) town for the death of Madame Blavatsky, which is 
regarded as a calamity to the world. Her grand unselfish labour for the cause 
of'humanity, her intimate practical familiarity with the secrets of the laws of 
nature, aud the noble and self-sacrificing life led by her, are being frankly 
acknowledged and recoguized by all.

Surat.— At a special meeting of the members of this Branch, held in 
accordance with a memo dated the 13th instant, it was resolved that this 
Branch records its sense of deep regret at the death of Madame Blavatsky. 
Iu  Madame Blavatsky the Theosophical Society has lost one of its founders, 
true friend and a guardian angel.

Also, that this Branch repudiates very strongly the unjuBt aspersions 
and baseless calumnies cast upon the late lamented Madame Blavatsky by 
the Editor of The Times of India.

Berhampore.— Resolved: 1. That the members of this Branch Theosophical 
Society assembled iu meeting do place on record their deep sense of sorrow at» 
the death of Madame Blavatsky.

2. That in order to perpetuate her memory fittingly, some effectual 
means be promptly adopted.

3. That the General Secretary of the Indian Section be earnestly 
requested to give the initial impulse in consultation with the Secretaries of 
Indian Branches, and ask them to combine and settle what best form of 
memorial to be adopted.

4. That a message be at once despatched to Mr. G. R. S. Mead to the 
following effect:—

“ This branch at meeting mourns deeply at Madame’s loss.”
Ambasamudram.— This Branch has received with deepest regret tho 

news of the parting of this life, of our most revered and dear Madamo 
Blavatsky, and the members beg you to convey to our President-Founder,
H. S. Olcott, our heartfelt condolence in this sad bereavement.

Bezivada.— Resolved : 1. That this Branch expresses its deep regret for 
the loss it has sustained in her untimely death.

2. That this Branch is prepared to co-operate with the parental 
Society with regard to any steps that it may undertake for tho commemo­
ration of her name in connection with the Theosophical movements.

3. That a letter of condolence be sent to Col. Olcott.
Coimbatore.— The Branch expresses its profound regret afc'the unexpect­

ed death of our revered teacher H. P. B .; also words cannot adequately 
describe the sorrow of the members, who are fully aware that the present 
Hindu religions revival is mainly due to her noble efforts in this direction.

They are also conscious that her loss is irreparable, and yet hope that the 
Masters will find their way to fill up her place.

T i r u v a l u r .— It  is with extreme regret that we beg to convey to you, and 
through you to the President of the Theosophical Society, our deep and 
heartfelt sorrow for the bereavement that we, and the humanity in general,



have sustained in the loss of our much-esteemed and revered sisler Madame 
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky. , Hers was a model of life— the like of which we 
can seldom see in this world. Her zeal and devotedness to the noble cause 
pf Theosophy, her valuable contributions in that branch of knowledge, her 
unsparing and ceaseless efforts in the revival and spread of Theosophy, nnd 
her considerable self-sacrifice— all place us under an immense debt of grati­
tude, and impel us to signify our appreciation of all that she did for us by 
raising a memorial to her memory.

Hyderabad.— At a meeting of this Branch, on the 15th May 1891, the 
following was read by Bro. Nandlal Seel :—

We have met to-day to perform a mournful but sacred duty. We have 
met together to pay our tribute of respect to the memory of Madame 
Blavatsky, tho news of whose death has filled our hearts with sorrow. It  is 
not possible for any of us to give utterance to what we feel. Our grief is 
too deep to find expression in words. Madame Blavatsky was a foreign lady, 
alien in race, in colonr, and in habits of life. Why then should we feel her 
Joss so keenly P It  was because she conquered our hearts with her love.* Her 
mission in this world was to teach mankind to love one another as brothers. 
What she taught others to do she carried out in her own life. She brought 
about the foundation of the Theosophical Society, whose first object is “ to 
form a nucleus of Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction of 
race, sex, creed, caste or colour.

She was thoroughly sincere and practical, and that was the secret of 
the rapid growth of the Theosophical Society. She loved us all as brothers, 
and love, as everybody knows, begets love. She loved us dearly, and we 
fully reciprocated her feeling, and now that she has parted with us for ever, 
wc mourn her loss deeply.

Madame Blavatsky devoted herself to the service of a great cause. In  
working for that cause she made great sacrifices. Home, wealth, rank, 
power, all, all she gave up for the sake of that cause. But how has she been 
treated by the world ? We all know that “ few persons have ever been the 
butt of more persevering and malevolent attack than that which for 
several years past has been levelled against her.” The most painful of 
these attacks, as we all remember, was directed from India. That Inst 
attack was almost too much for her sensitive nature. It  stung her to the 
quick. Yet she suffered calmly. While bitterly assailed on all sides with 
the shafts of calumny, she wrote to a friend :—

“Why should I  complain ? Has not Master left it to my choice to either 
follow the dictates of Lord Buddha, who enjoins us not to fail to feed even a 
starving serpent, scorning all fear lest it should turn round and bite the hand 
that feeds i t ; or to face Karma, which is sure to punish him who turns away 
from the sight of sin and misery, or fails to relieve the sinner or the 
sufferer, &p.

“ A m i  greater or any way better than were St. Germain and Cagliostro, 
Paracelsus and so many other martyrs whose names appear in the Encyclo­
paedia of the 19th century over fche meritorious title of charlatans and 
impostors P It  shall be the JCarma of blind and wicked judges, nofc mine.” 

# # # # # #

“ Who of the public knows that, after having worked for and given my 
life to the progress of the Society for over ten years, I  have been forced to 
leave India a beggar, depending upon the bounty of the Theosophist (my own 
journal, founded and created with my own money) for my daily support. I  

. made out to be a mercenary impostor, a fraud for the sake of money, when, 
thousands of my own money earned by my Russian articles have been given 
away, when for five years I  have abandoned the price of Isis and the 
income of the Theosophist to support fche Society,”

# # # # # #

But all her troubles are now over. She has faithfully fulfilled her mis­
sion, and let us hope her soul rests in peace. I<et us hope she has obtained 
that Nirvana after which all of us are striving, Jler work will long survive 
her, and for ages to come the fruits of her genius will excite the wonder 
and the admiration of the intellectual world. The loss caused to the Theo­
sophical Society by her death is irreparable, but let us hope her spirit will 
guide us in the great work.

Proposed by Bro. Nandlal Seel and seconded by Bro. Pcstonji, that 
in the opinion of this meeting, fche cause of Theosophy has suffered an irre­
parable loss by the death of Madnme H. P. Blavatsky.

This Resolution was carried unanimously.
C ocanada .— A b  a meeting of the members of the Cocanada Theosophical 

Society and its sympathizers, Mr. K. Perraju, its Secretary, said as follows
“ The death of Madame Blavatsky will bo felt among the Hindus as a 

national loss. Some years ago it was thought that her health being very 
indifferent, she would soon leave our plane to work in another, whoso elements 
will, of course, be less gross and whose inmates less material, but such it was 
thafc Fate led her on and her soul did not leave her body, as sho incessantly 
toiled for the welfare of humanity; and sickly as she was, worked at the 
completion of the “ Secret Doctrine,” which is a splendid and unrivalled be­
quest, especially to the western nations, throwing, as it does, a flood of light 
over the hitherto unknown and, whafc is worse, misrepresented philosophies 
and mysticism of the ancient Oriental nations. The masterly elucidation of 
the problems of fche universe— life and death— is unparalleled, and her monu­
mental work speaks for itself, and is destined to last for ages and influence 
the national mind and the intellectual sphere. This lady who was reput­
ed to be well conversant with 15 languages, if not their complete master, 
was born in conservative Russia, but finding, though still a youth, her sur­
roundings and social connections uncongenial to her temperament, left her 
native home and went to every place and country where she expected to 
quench her thirst of knowledge, and female as she was, spent her time among 
races alien to her in every respect; aud cultivating their language and 
manners and understanding their modes of thought, for the sole purpose of 
unearthing and comprehending their philosophies if they be worth a name. 
Destiny eventually took her to America, and her admirable, though chequered 
career, culminated in the organization of the Theosophical Society, to which 
and to mankind in general, she gave the benefit of her life-long researches. 
I  hope that a Boswell would write her biography and a Macaulay review it.

Reformers and benefactors of the human race are always men in advance 
of their fellow-beings, wending their way against the current, and if they 
could hold their own and keep their head above, they sooner or later reach 
their goa l: otherwise they drop in the current and are swept away with it. 
I t  is no wonder if they are neglected, nay reviled, or even destroyed in their 
time. The beautiful story in the Arabian Nights of the virgin lady, after 
the death of her brothers in the attempt, stuffing her ears with cotton and 
nofc minding the threatening abuse or delicious tempting music, but going 
straightway uphill without looking back, and securing at last the precious 
object in view, indeed, serves as a parable. What discovery was hailed with 
gratitude in the beginning, howsoever it was capable of benefiting humanity P 
Columbus, the discoverer of the New World, was hooted after as a mad man 
in the streets of Madrid, and was very nearly being arraigned before the In ­
quisition and burned alive for his heterodox theory, that the earth was a roll­
ing ball, its upper as well as lower half being inhabitable alike ; though wo 
now see from the papers that the clergy are anxious to dub him with snint- 
hood. Italy is now proud of Galileo, whom she ignominiously persecuted lor 
the so-called heretical doctrines. Seven cities now claim tho birth of Ilomer, 
where the living Homer begged his daily bread. The Greek Government 
was not ashamed f o r  poisoning and murdering Socrates, the prince of philo­
sophers. How was Harvey’s system of circulation of blood, which is now tlio 
guiding compass of every street surgeon, received by the French Academy P 

Instances are not exhaustive. Had Blavatsky expounded her “ Secret 
Doctrine” in the media3val ages as sho did in the nineteenth century, she would 
have been sent to the fagot as a heretic or witch. Her fierce and incontro­
vertible onslaughts and attacks against dogmatic Christianity and Material­
ism raised a host of enemies against her. Her vilUfwrs, though in the present 
a^e they cannot make use of the fagot or poison, tried by every means in their 
power to enrage the master againsfc her, and poison public opinion. Truly 
our good fellow's willed to do what their predecessors actually did. An Anglo- 
Indian Daily, no less than the Pioneer, stigmatizes her as one of the hum­
bugs whom the world is fast loosing. Did she enrich herself a bit or seek 
to do so by her imposture P Did she not lose wealth, station in life, and every­
thing which ordinary moi’tals hold very dear to the end of their lives and



adjusted herself to every clime and race for the sake of an idea? She 
rightly deserves the appellation, if by ‘humbug’ we mean a person whose 
constant endeavour is to cheat the erring mortals of their ignorance, s u p e r s t i­
t io n , and every other phase of their lower nature.

I  am far from being prejudiced by the theory that the expounder of 
such noble doctrines is inherently incapable of being a mean impostor in 
other matters. Is  not Bacon the prince of modern philosophers, rightly 
called by a poet.

1 The brightest, wisest, m eanest of mankind.*
When I  examined the theory set up by her antagonist in respect of the 

•well*known incident ascribed to her, I  at once found that it could not hold 
water for a moment and holstered up itself.

Whatever doubts there might hitherto have existed in the minds of 
some, they should have been dispelled by a perusal of the admirably l u c id  
article of Mrs. Annie Besant, published in ‘ T im e ,’ which the General* Secre­
tary had been kind enough to send us. It  had always been gratifying that 
not one western thinker, whoso views are entitled to weight, joined the gang 
of the assailants. But to borrow a metaphor from Goldsmith, thoso clouds 
and storms raised by interested opponents could only reel round the base 
of her adamantine rock, leaving a considerable portion and the top open to 
eternal s u n s h in e .

One remarkable result of her advent is the restoration of the prestige 
of the Hindu race as the infallible and scientific expounder of the problems 
of life and death. A  decade ago we were ashamed to call ourselves Hindus, 
but now we are proud of being so. The Secret Doctrine of which Blavatsky 
is the first European expounder is, in the main, harmonious (if not altogether 
itself) with the grand Adwaita philosophic system of the Aryans, which 
Shankara was the latest masterful advocate. The Aryans are now held 
in veneration among the great thinkers of the age. There is a con­
stant demand for books on Hindu religion and philosophy, and they are 
being translated into many languages. You will now find Bhagavathgitha 
on the tables of thousands of Americans and Europeans. The present ten­
dency of philosophy is remarkable, and the predictions is not too s a n g u in e  
that in course of time, Adwaitism or Buddhism will be the ruling system 
ofthe intellectual world. We Hindus especially are deeply indebted to 
her for the revival of our ancient religion aud philosophy, and cannot but 
mourn her loss as irreparable.”

The meeting recorded its high sense of the invaluable s e rv ic e s  rendered 
by Madame Blavatsky to the cause of Theosophy and its profound sorrow 
for her lamented death.

O o ta ca m u n d .— Besolved : “ 1. This branch desires to express its deep- 
felt grief at the loss of Madame H. P. Blavatsky, and would place on 
record its great appreciation of the noble work she has done, not only for 
India, but for the greater part of the world, and to mark its sense of these 
services would be prepared to join in any tribute to her memory which may 
be found applicable, such as her portrait to be placed in the Library.

“ 2. This branch would protest most strongly against the venomous 
and false attacks made by the newspapers, such as the B o m b a y  T im e s  o f  
J n d i a , the B o m b a y  G azette, the P io n e e r,  and certain English papers, against 
the life and character of one who was devoted to the amelioration of mankind 
tind thought her life but a poor Bacrifice to attain that end,”

S U P P L E M E N T  TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

S E P T E M B E R  1 8 9 1 .

E X E C U T IV E  O R D E R S .

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c t f . t t ,  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  O f f i c e ,  

L o n d o n ,  17th  J u l y  1891.

I  In  com pliance w ith th e  term s of A rticle III , Secs. 7, 8, 9 and 10 of 
the C onstitution and Rules of tho Society, I  do hereby recognise the Euro- 
nean Section of the Theosophical Society to oo duly organized and entitled  
F o T ch a rter , which the Recording Secretary, Tl.cosoplucal Society, will issno 
forthw ith to the General Secretary, G. R. S . Mead, Esq., and associates o£

t h e  E x ecu tiv e  n n (|  R y 0- L a w s  a d o p te d  in  C o n v e n t io n  a t  L o n d o n  o u  th o

<tth and 10th of Ju ly  instant, are hereby ratified. ^
ITT T h e  European H ead-quarters of the Society will be, as heretofore, 

i t  19 A venue Road, R eoen t’s Park, N . W ., London, to w hich all commuiu- 
raHnns relative to European business should be addressed. .

TV The British Section having unanim ously voted  to  dissolve its  
^vrraniVation surrender its Charter and becom e part of tlie  new European  
S e S  the dissolution is hereby officially ratified and the R ecording becre- 
tarv w ill receive back and file the relinquished Charter.
l a r y y  T he E u ro p ean  S ec tion  w ill ta k e  over th e  records, liab ilitie s  an d  
a sse ts  of th e  B r i tis h  S ec tio n  as fro m  th o  11th  J u l y p  T

IT.
T i i e o s o p i i i c a l  S o c i e ty ,  P r e s i d e n t  s O f f i c e ,  

IjONDON, 21th J u l y  1891.
Aq the survivor of the tw o principal Founders of the rheosophical 

Society , I  am called upon to state officially tho lines upon w hich its work
w ill be prosecuted. I  therefore g ive  notice . . .  .. jv j  1 j

1 That there w ill be no change in tlie general policy, the three declared 
ob iects of tbe Society being str ictly  followed out, and noth ing perm itted
w hich  would conflict with the same in any respect.

2  The Society a s  s u c h  w i l l  b e  k e p t  a s  n e u t r a l  a s  h e r e to f o r e ,  a n d  a s  t l io  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v id e s ,  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  r e l ig io u s  d o g m a s  a n d  s e c t a r i a n  i d e a s ;
S  a l l  w h o  a s k  o u r  a id  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  l iv e  u p  to  t h e i r  b e s t  r e l ig io u s
ideals a n d  p led g in g  itself to no one more than another.

3 T h e  untram m elled r igh t of private judgm ent and tho absoluto  
pnuali'tv of m em bers in the Society, regardless of tlieir differences in  sex, 
™ ce color or creed, is re-affirmed and guaranteed as heretofore.

4  N o  p le d g e s  w i l l  b e  e x a c t e d  a s  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  a c q u i r i n g  o r  r e t a i n i n g  
f e l lo w s h ip  s a v e  a s  p r o v id e d  in  t l i e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .
fellow sn p ^  frankneSR> integrity and altruism will be sen  pa-
lnnslv followed in  all the Society’s dealings w ith  its members and the public.

fi E very reasonable effort will be made to encourage m em bers to  
practically  prove by their private lives aud conversation, the sincerity  of

their thMSophical_professions.^omo^3 rnmcnt in Sections and Branches,

•within the lines of the Constitution, and of non-interference by H ead-quarters, 
Rave extrem e cases, w ill be loyally observed. ,

I  invoke the help of my Guru and of m y colleagues to  m ake the Society
a  p o w e r  f o r  g o o d  in  t h e  w o r ld .  ^  g  0 lx n T T , P . T . s .

S u r v iv in g  C o - F o u n d e r  o f  the T h e o s o p h ic a l S o c ic fy .
9



T H E  H. P. B. M E M O R IA L  FUND.
The recenb Convention of the Theosophical Society in Europe, in res­

ponse to the universal desire of the Society, as shown by the letters and 
telegrams received, adopted, unanimously, the following resolutions :—

1. That the most fitting and permanent memorial of H. P. B.’s lifo 
and work would be the production and publication of such papers, books 
and translations, as will tend to promote that intimate union between the 
life and thought of tho Orient and the Occident, to the bringing about of 
which her life was devoted.

2. That an “ H. P. B. Memorial Fund” be instituted for this purpose, 
to which all those who feel gratitude or admiration towards H. P. B. for 
her work, both within and without the Theosophical Society, are earnestly 
invited to contribute as their means may allow.

3. That the President of the Theosophical Society, together with the 
General Secretaries of all Sections of the same, constitute tbe Committee of 
Management of this Fuud.

4. That the Presidents of Lodges in each Section be a Committee to col­
lect and forward to the General Secretary of their respective Sections tho 
necessary funds for this purpose.

The plan thus suggested has been carefully considered by the Council 
of the Theosophical Society and meets with their unanimous approval, and 
we now appeal to you to make a sustained and energetic effort among the 
members of your Branch, as well as among all those of your friends and 
acquaintances who appreciate H. P. B.’s labours, to assist in collecting a 
B u m  which shall be worthy of the Society and of the objects to which it is 
to be devoted.

We hope that every member of the Theosophical Society in the world 
•will contribute, according to his or her means, to this noble work ; no sum, 
however small, is too little to find a place in this memorial of universal grati­
tude ; none, however large, is too great for so important and unique an occasion, 
for the love and gratitude of each must be measured, not by the amount 
given, but by its proportion to the means of the giver and to the spirit in 
which he gives.

' A ll sums collected should be forwarded as follows, and will be only 
acknowledged in the magazines of the Society. A  list of the names of the 
donors and the amounts contributed should accompany each remittance. •

In  India, Burma, Ceylon, and the far East, to :—
T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  I n d i a n  S e c t i o n  T. S .,

In  America, to :—  A dyar, Madras.
T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y , A m e r ic a n  S e c t io n  T .  S .,

P . 0 . Box 2659, New York City, U. S ., A ,
In  Europe, to

T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y , E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n  T . S . ,
19, Avenue Road, Regent's P ark, London, N . W.,

In  Australasia, to :—  England.
D r .  A. C a r r o l l ,

<■ ' General Secretary, Australasian Section T. S.,
6, Victoria Chambers, Elizabeth Street,

Sydney, N . S. W . 
L o n d o n ,  1.7thJuly, 189L H. S. O l c o t t ,  P. T .  S.

W il l ia m  Q . J u d g e ,
\ ‘ General Secretary, American Section T. S.

O .  R. S. M e a d ,
General Secretary, European Section T. S.

B e r t r a m  K e ig h t l e y ,
General Secretary, Indian Section T. S .

T H E  H E A L T H  OF COL. OLCOTT A N D  M RS. B E S A N T ’S  
V IS IT  TO IN D IA .

I t  is gratifying to know that tbe President’s physical health is quite 
restored, and his mental fatigue entirely removed by his holiday rest. He 
will be present at tho Convention, and hopes to induce Mrs. Besant to join 
h im  a t  Head*quarters then, and mako a t  least a  short cold-weather tour in

India. We shall all hope he may succeed, so that our people may enjoy 
the opportunity of listening to the splendid oratory of tho lady whom her 
late colleague, Mr. Bradlaugh, styled the greatest speaker of her sex m 
either E u r o p e  or America. The only serious question involved is that of 
the expense, but we think we may promise Col. Olcott that if Mrs. Besant 
can arrange to leave the London Head-quarters and Lucifer for thieo 
months, the Hindus will gladly provide funds as they did lor Mr. Brad- 
laugh’s journey out and back. -----------;

Meanwhile tho following circular letter has been issued by several well- 
known Theosophists in connection with the “ The H e sa n t Travelling Fund, ’ nnd 
we recommend the same to the consideration of all the Fellows of our Socicty* 

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,
Since the formation of the “Indian Section,” the work of the Theosophi­

cal Society in this country has been carried on—-as you know on a system­
atic basis. Even after the departure from this life of our respected Corres­
ponding Secretary— Madame H.P. Blavatsky— the Society remains as strong 
as ever^and its organization stands on the same footing as before.

The recent Convention in London of the Theosophical Sooiety has very 
wisely resolved “that the most fitting and permanent memorial of H. 1. 13 s 
life and work, would be the production aud publication of such papers, books 
and translations, as will tend to promote that intimate union between the lifo 
and thought of the Orient and the Occident, to the bringing about of which
her life was devoted.”

The proposed “ H. P. B. Memorial Fund,” will no doubt be willingly 
and amply subscribed to both in India and all the world over.

Side by side with this we have before us in India the work of spreading 
the Theosophical movement, more widely than heretofore, and of strength­
ening it as much as ever.

Tho next December Annual Convention at Adyar promises to be a memo­
rable one. To attend this Convention as w e l l  as to make a lecturing tour 
through some of the principal places in India, an invitation has been sent to 
Mrs. Annie Besant, wlio is well known to us all as one of tlio most able, sincere, 
and foremost, of workers in the cause of Theosophy. It  is confidently hoped 
that she will find time to accept the invitation.

It  would, however, scarcely be fair to ask her to pay her own expenses, 
and it is therefore proposed that a fund be raised by voluntary contributions 
to meet those expenses. Mrs. Besau ’s tour will, it is expected, add a great 
deal more stimulus to the Theosophical movement in India and givo it a  
practical shape. Her presence here even for a  short time will not tail to be
productive of very good results.

This is an opportune moment, and it is therefore hoped that tlio fellows 
of our Society will not fail to contribute liberally to this fund which has tho
obiect of aiding the spread of Theosophy.

It  is requested that Presidents and Secretaries of Branches as well as 
individual Fellows will kindly assist, as much as possible, in circulating this 
letter and collecting subscriptions with despatch. . . .

The voyage and all the travelling expenses will, it is supposed, cost 
nearly three-thousand rupees, and as there is not much time left, it is hoped 
that there will be hearty co-operation on all sides whereby a sufficient sum
will easily be raised. . ,u  ,

All remittances will kindly be forwarded as early as possible and at tho 
latest by the 15th of November n e x t ,  To “The Secretary, Indian Section—  
Theosophical Society— Adyar— Madras, for the “ Besant Travelling Ihind.' 
Theso will be duly acknowledged in the Theosophist.

Yours fraternally,
K. M. Shroff,

R. Raghunath Rao, Bhalchandra Krishna,
P. Shrinivasa Rao, Norendronath Sen,
Udharam Mulch und, Pandit Gopinath,
Tookaram Tatya, Dinanath Ganguli,
J$, D. Khandalvala, C. L. Peacocke, Lieut., R. A.
H a r i s i n g j i  Rupsingji, Dorabji Dossabhoy,
Pherozeshaw R. Mehta, J- S. Gadgil,
A. D. Ezekiel, • Jehangir K. Daji,



T H E  L A T E  M IS S  K A T E  P IC K ET T .
L o n d o n ,  25th July, 1891.

I  lmve to announce with heartfelt; sorrow the accidental death by drown­
ing at Colombo, on the 25th June nit., of Miss Kate F. Pickett, F. T. S., 
late of Melbourne, but; more recently Principal of the Sanghamitta Girls’ 
High School in Colombo. Our noble-hearted, self-sacrificing young sister 
had but just begun her work for the Women’s Educational Society in Ceylon, 
and was looking joyfully forward to the coming of her venerable mother to 
join and help her. Our grief is shared by the whole Sinhalese nation, who 
paid her the honor of a cremation, conducted on the ancient royal scale; over 
6?000 persons assisting, and showing every sign of respect and love.

H. S. O l c o t t ,  P. T. S.

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IET Y , A M E R IC A N  SECT IO N .
New York, 2Gth June, 1891.

Secretary, Theoso­phical Society, A dyar, Madras, India.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r , —

There was issued to-day from this office a Charter to “ The H. P. B.” 
Theosophical Society established in Harlem, a section of New York City, the 
Charter members being six in number. The American Branches now 
cumber 54. Please publish the above in the Theosophist.

Fraternally yours,
W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e ,  general Secretary.

T H E  A S H E S  OF H. P. B.
The touching letter read to the European Convention by the President- 

Founder, elsewhere printed, with respect to the disposal qf H. P. B.’s ashes, 
will move every Hindu heart. Indian soil is the only prQper repository for 
India’s martyr, and all wishes will be gratified when Colpnel OlcotD brings 
them home. They will arrive before the assembling of the Convention, at 
which time they ought to be deposited in the ground at the site which may 
be selected for the stupa or dagoba which is to cover them. Col. Olcott 
writes that he favours the adoption of the purely Eastern dagoba, such as was 
always used to enshrine the dust of sages and sadhus of note, rather than 
the inappropriate and tasteless European style of tomb in which neither
H. P. B. nor he would willingly permit their ashes to be placed. A  greafc 
Swedish artist in bronze will give a magnificent vase for the portion to be 
given to the European Head-quarters, and Mr. Judge will also provide suitably 
for that part which goes to the American Section. Col. Olcott instructs us 
to open a subscription-list for the Adyar dagoba, which we accordingly do. 
Subscriptions may be sent to the undersigned from any place outside India, 
aud to Bertram Keightley, Esq., General Secretary, Indian Section, from any 
place within the limits of his jurisdiction. The style of the stone casing 
of the dagoba will depend upon the sum given to the President-Founder tor 
the purpose.

(By Order)
, , S. E. G o p a l a c i i a r l t j ,

Recording Secretary and A sst Treasurer, T. S.

T H E  M Y S T E R IO U S  N U M B ER.
Some have been disposed to smile at Col. Olcott’s “ superstitious” regard 

for the numbers .7,17 and 27, although their recurrence in nearly every 
important Theosophical Society event in which he participates has been 
constant. The latest fact was that H. P. B. died in the 7th month of the 
17th year of her Theosophical relation with Col. Olcott, Only fools will regard
this as accident. ------

T H E U N IT Y  OF T H E  T. S.
The work o f  the recent Convention, in London, and the admirable 

organization of the European Section on constitutional lines, guaranteed the 
perfect future solidarity of the Society, as a whole, and remove the last cause 
of friction. The movement now presents an unbroken front to the world, 
with Adyar as the centre upon which the loving regards of all the Sections 
a r e  fixed: Adyar, the crystallising point of the spiritual fo r c e s ,  a s  c h o s e n  b y  
th o s e  w h o  a r e  d i r e c t i n g  th e m  f o r  t h e  w o r ld 's  g o o d .

“ LU C IF E R .”
The publication of L u c ife r  will be continued hy Mr?. Annie Besant with 

Mr. G. li. S. Mead’s help. We are very pleased to hear that the receipts 
are increasing and that the prospects generally are excellent.

F IN A N C IA L .
The Assistant Treasurer begs to acknowledge with thanks tho receipt of 

the following sums :—
L ib r a r y  F u n d .

Mr. C. Sambiah (Mylapore) ... ... ... ... Rs. 5 0 0
H ka d -Q u a r t e r s  F u n d .

Mr. O. Higashi (Adyar) ... ... ... ... „ 10 0 0
Charter fees of the Queensland T. S. £  1 : ... ... „ 13 11 0
Fees of 28 applicants at 5s each £  7 : Total £ 8.
Mrs. M. J. Hampshire, M. A. Newton, and Mr. A. N.

Seymour (Hartford, U. S., A.) 1 £ each £ 3.
Mr. Lakshman Joshi (Benares) ... ... ... „ 38 0 0

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .
Entrance Fees of 28 members of the Queensland T. S. 

at 2s each > ... ... ... ... £2-16.
H. P. B.’S M e m o r i a l  F u n d .

“Kristnarpanam” ( Warangal) ... ... ... „ 25 0 0
Nawab Framnz Jung Bahadur (Warangal) ... ... „ 42 0 0

C o l . O l c o t t ’s H o lid ay  F u n d .
Mr. J. Herman Schmidt (B ris b a n e ) 10 s ... ... „ 6 13 8
Mr. Behram {S u ra t) ... ... ... ... ,, 10 0 0

S. E. G o p a l a c h a r l t j ,
Asst. Treasurer T . S.

A  N E W  T H E O S O P H IC A L  M O NTH LY.
The ever energetic Bombay Branch has just started a Theosophical 

organ of its own. As it is not intended to compete in any way with those 
already existing in the Society, ifc will for the most part consist of reprints 
from back literature, the articles being selected to suit a public ignorant; 
of Theosophic topics. It  is to be sold practically at cost price to enable 
branches and members to purchase a large number for free distribution, 
and thus will be in reality more of an attractive series of tracts than a regu­
lar magazine. It  is to contain 30 pages of matter, and will be prettily bound 
in a specially designed cover, so that the price (1 anna a copy, or 50 for Rs. 2 
annas 8) appears absurdly cheap. We heartily recommend ifc to all members 
for their support, and endorse fche request of the Bombay Branch that every 
Indian Branch will at least purchase enough copies to place one on the table 
of every reading room in its vicinity. For further information apply to:—

The Editor of “ P a u s e s , ”

Theosophical Society, Bombay.

TH E  IN D IA N  SECT IO N.
As notified in Prasnottara No. 5, Prasnottara No. 7 was sent to all the 

u n a t t a c h e d  members and some of the attached members, and though some 
packets were returned, yet tbe subscription realised is very encouraging 
and far exceeds, the packets returned. Ib is very often asked, whether 
Prasnottaras and branch papers can be distributed among sympathisers on 
receiving a sprice equal to tlie subscription of the unattached members and 
in reply, I  beg to state thafc the Indian Section has meant tho “ Prasnottara” 
strictly for members only nnd the Branch paper, only for branches, thus to 
make the scattered members, draw close together and work unitedly for the 
cause.

Mr. W. J. Colvill’s lecture about “ H. P. B., her life and meetings/* 
is re-printed for circulation among members and sympathisers, and they 
will be circulated with the next number of the Prasnottara. Correspondence 
was made with all the branches, about collecting a suitable fund, to receive 
Mrs. Annie Besant in India and neither expenses and the responses till now 
received are satisfactory, and elsewhere a circular signed by many eminent 
gentlemen, is published about the same fund, and it is e x p e c t e d ,  thafc all those 
ytliQ love the X, S, moyemeut »nd its work, wiU take this opportunity and -



c o n  t r i b u t e  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ,  s e e in g  t h a t  the f u n d  s o  r a i s e d ,  g o e s  to  w e lc o m e  
t h e  m o s t  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  lo y a l  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  f ie ld  o u r  d e a r  s i s t e r  
M r s .  J o e s a n t.

Secretaries of branches are requested once more to send the 2nd quarter* 
y report on the same lines as the first Charter for the formation of a new 
branch at Ludhiana, Punjab, is applied for by Bro. Rai B. K. Lahiri and 
others, and the Indian Section work is getting one most encouragingly 
despite the absence, of the General Secretary from the Head-quarters.

Latest news from London, informs us, that Mr. B. Keightley was to leave 
Marseilles on the 25th August, and if he has done so, he will be amidst us and 
begin his energetic work by tlie third week of September.

P. R . V e n k a t a r a m a  A i y a r .

Mr. T. Varada Row Garu, President of the Ambasamudram Theoso­
phical Society, having left the station on transfer, Mr. V. Madhanasawmv 
Row is elected in his stead. J

Resolutions of some branches, condoling H. P. B ’s death, have been receiv­
ed aud cannot be published in the Theosophist, for want of space.

R E P O R T  FRO M  B R A N C H E S .

R a n c h i  B e a n c h ,  16(7t July 1891.

1. Nivaran Chandra Gupta, President, Mannath Nath Chaterji, Secre- 
tary.

2. The numbers of meetings held was 24.
3. The average attendance of the members is from 4 to 5; besides these, 

many sympathisers attended the general meetings.
4. Fresh vigour lias been introduced into us by the introduction of tho 

new tracts such as Prasnottara and Branch works and many questions on 
Theosophical matters were discussed. Besides these other books and the 
Theosophist were read and explained.

5. The objects of the Theosophical Society and its teachings were not
at first appreciated by the public but now-a-days some of the best and edu­
c a t e d  gentlemen such as Babus Nilrutna Banerjee, m . a  , b . l . ,  Khetter Chun­
dra Ghosh, M . a . ,  b . l . ,  Paneh Gourie Dey, m . a . ,  b . l . ,  Kesub Lal Bose Head 
Master, Zillah School, Kliether Chandra, Head Clerk, Judge’s Office and 
others are in i t s  favor. The meetings are being held at the President’s and 
♦ S e c re ta ry ’s  w e  all made it a rule to teach verbally to all persons who a r e  found 
willing to learn theosophical matters. Books and pamphlets are lent to the 
public for their perusal. .

6. The society has no library of its own, but sufficient books have been 
purchased and lent by the more bees for the use of the society’s Library. 
Many thanks to Mr. M. H. P. Driver who has very kindly presited to own 
society with valuable books such as Secret Doctrine” “ Isis Unveiled’, &c. 
worth about 100 Rs. The Secretary is trying to undertake for translation 
eound Sanskrit books and I  myself will try leisurely.

. C . N iv a r a n  C h a n d r a  G u p t a ,

President.

P oona  B r a n c h .

To
T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y , I n d ia n  S e c t io n ,

1 Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r ,

I  have much pleasure in submitting to you tbe following report.
Since the transfer of the President of this Branch, Khan Bahadur N. D. 

Kh&ndalvala to this place in March last, there have been regular weekly 
meetings, on Sundays, of this Branch, when seven to eight members are always

present. Sometimes a few more. Occasionally visitors also attend the 
meetings.

For some time there were readings in the Bhagavat Gifa. At present a 
course of lectures in the 11 Secret Doctrine” has been decided upon and is 
being gone through.

This Branch has a fairly good library and “ Lucifer” nnd “The Path” aro 
subscribed for from which interesting articles aro often read and discussed.

The office-bearers are the same as before.
This Branch has taken great interest in tho movement to raise money 

for “ the Besant Travelling Fund,” and it proposes shortly to help in raising 
money for the “ H. P. B. Memorial Fund.”

Owing to the absence of the President for nearly five years, this Branch 
was left inactive, but a revival has set in and slowly it will work its way 
upwards.

Yours fraternally,
R a j a n a i i  L in g o o , 

Secretary, Poona Branch.

M RS. A N N IE  B E SA N T  IN  IN D IA .
It  is with the greatest pleasure that I  announce the fact that Mrs. 

Annie Besant has consented to attend the December Convention ftt Adyar, 
Madras, and to make with me a rapid tour through India subsequently.

She will reach Bombay about December 14th and sail again for England 
at the end of January. No extension of time will be possible as she cannot 
be longer spared from the London Head-Quarters. Since Mr. Bradlaugh has 
himself said that is she most brilliant orator of her sex in Great Britain or 
America; since she was his right-hand co-worker in building np the Secula­
rist party; and since she has given the closest attention to the claims and 
proofs of Theosophy, her lectures to the educated class of India upon the 
relative value of Materialism and Gupta Vidya as*%olvents of the problems 
of life mind, will undoubtedly cause a great sensation, make a deep im­
pression and leave our clever young sceptics of the colleges no ground to 
Btand upon.

Like Mr. Bradlaugh, Mrs. Besant depends for her support entirely 
upon her literary labour, and as it is better that we should not depart from 
the Indian custom of free lectures, we must raise among the friends of Hindu 
religion the sum of about £250 or Rs. 3,500 to cover the expenses of her 
journeys and meet the responsibilities in London which she must provide for, 
before she can leave home for any foreign tour. It  may, however, be as well 
to avoid possible misconception, to state that as Mrs. Besant’s life is now 
exclusively devoted to Theosophy, no payment whatever is or will be mado 
to her for her services.

I  regard Mrs. Besant as the most valuable accession we have ever had 
to the membership of the Society, and I  am sure that it is worth making 
great sacrifices to effect her visit to India. I  confide to Mr. B. Keightley 
the management of the details, as I  myself am going to Japan and shall nofc 
bo at Adyar before the middle of December.

H. S. O l c o t t ,  P. T. S.
Paris, France, August 22nd, 1891.

TO A L L  W HO  LO V E  IN D IA .
India has now reached a turning point in her intellectual and spiritual 

history. The next few years will decide whether she is to be reborn anew 
to lead mankind to spiritual knowledge, or whether, falling wholly into mate­
rialism, she shall sink and disappear for ever from the history of our race.

I  regard this opportunity of having Mrs. Besant make a tour, however 
rapid, through India, following as it will do so immediately upon the depar­
ture of our great Teacher H. P. B., as aa occasion of supreme importance. To



bring it about no sacrifice should be too great for a truo lover of India. Tho 
good she will accomplish— 110b only to the T. S., but to India as a whole— is in­
calculable, and her knowledge, ability and eloquence will, I  firmly believe, do 
much to revive the sleeping spirit of the people. I, therefore, appeal most 
earnestly, to every member of the T. S. in India, to every lover of truth, to 
every real patriot, to strain every nerve, to make every possible sacrifice in 
order to raise thc sum of Rs. 3,500 needed for the expenses of her visit.

All contributions for this Fund, and all letters regarding Mrs. Besant'a 
proposed tour should be addressed to me at Adyar, Madras.

B e r t r a m  K e i g i i t l e t ,- m . a . ,

Gen. Sec., Indian Section, T. S ,

IN D IA N  SE C T IO N : F IN A N C IA L  STAT EM EN T .

Balance on hand ... ... ... ... ... Rs. 1,6*21 11 5
Entrance Fees of Messrs. V. L. T. and C. K. (Bangalore 

Cantonment); 17 new members of the Sadvichnra branch,
(Guntur), Rs. 85 ; T. R., M. R., K. L., N. C., Gr'x(Ludhian<i)\
S. M., M. R. Rs. 5 (Mannargudi); P. N. N. Rs. 2; B. S.
R. Rs. 2 (Kurnool) ; A . C. B (Ludhiana); H. H. 0.
(Roorkee)... ... ... ... ... ... „ 194 0 0

Annual subscription from Bangalore Cantonment Rs. 8 ;
Kumbakonum Rs. 16; Paramakudi Rs. 4; Ludhiana 
Rs. 6 ; Masulipatam  Rs. 6 ; Pakur Rs. 11; Cuddapah 
Rs. 16 ; Trichi Rs. 4; Chittoor Rs. 10-12-0; Nellore 
Rs. 12; Benares Rs. 5 ; Palghaut Rs. 5; Tipperah Rs. 16;
Bombay Rs. 5; Madura Re. 1; Secunderabad Rs. 7;
Kurnool Rs. 2 ; Ludhiana Re. 1; 11 branch members by 
Y. P. P at Rs. 1-2. i. e., Rs. 12-6-0, 92 unattached mem­
bers by Y . P. P at Rs. 2-2-0, i. e., Rs. 195-8-0 ; unattached 
members otherwise:— I. C. M  (Benares) Rs. 2 ; G. V. K.,
C. L. P., P. H. M., Rs>3, extra for unattached member­
ship ; L. M. I  (Sakkur) for 18 and 92-Rs. 4; N. S (Tenkasi)
M. Rs. 2 ; R. (Mannargudi) Rs. 2 ; P. C. R. (Dacca) Rs. 2; 
and H. H. 0. (Roorkee) Rs. 2 ... ... „ 360 6 0

Donations from M. S .(Paramagudi) Rs. 6 ; Sambiah, Rs. 5;
A  member of the Palghat branch, Rs. 5; A. N. S.
(Mannargudi) Rs. 8 ; Krishnarpanam, Rs. 5; S. T. K.
(Pondicherry) Rs 4; S. J. P. (Calcutta) Rs. 10 ... 9t 43 0 0

Contribution towards Mr. C. Kottayya’s expenses by the 
Secunderabad branch

Salaries ... 
Postage
Printing charges

. . . 18 0 0

Total ... „ 2,237 i 5

E x p e n d it u r e .
... Rs. 135 0 0
. . . „ 106 2 0
. . . „ 77 5 4

Total... „ 318 7 4
Add Balance... „ 1,918 10 1

Grand Total... „ 2,237 1 5


