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TH E T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IE T Y

T h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  is a world
wide international organization formed at 
New York on 17th November 1875, and 
incorporated later in India with its Head
quarters at Adyar, Madras.

It is an unsectarian body of seekers after 
Truth promoting Brotherhood and striving 
to serve humanity. Its three declared Ob
jects a re :

First—To form a nucleus of the Uni
versal Brotherhood of Humanity, with
out distinction of race, creed, sex, caste 
or colour.

Second—To encourage the study of 
Comparative Religion, Philosophy and 
Science.

Third—To investigate unexplained 
laws of Nature and the powers latent 
in man.

The Theosophical Society is composed 
of men and women who are united by their 
approval of the above Objects, by their 
determination to promote Brotherhood, to 
remove religious, racial and other antagon
isms, and who wish to draw together 
all persons of goodwill whatsoever their 
opinions.

Their bond of union is a common search 
and aspiration for Truth. They hold that 
Truth should be sought by study, by re
flection, by service, by purity of life and 
by devotion to high ideals. They hold 
that Truth should be striven for, not 
imposed by authority as a dogma. They 
consider that belief should be the result 
of individual study or of intuition, and 
not its antecedent, and should rest on 
knowledge, not on assertion. They see 
every Religion as an expression of the 
Divine Wisdom and prefer its study to its 
condemnation, and its practice to prose- 
lytism. Peace is their watchword, as Truth 
is their aim.

Theosophy offers a philosophy which 
renders life intelligible, and demonstrates 
the inviolable nature of the laws which 
govern its evolution. It puts death in its 
rightful place as a recurring incident in an 
endless life, opening the gateway to a fuller 
and more radiant existence. It restores to

the world the Science of the Spirit, teaching 
man to know the Spirit as himself, and the 
mind and body as his servants. It illumin
ates the scriptures and doctrines of re
ligions by unveiling their hidden meanings, 
thus justifying them at the bar of intelli
gence as, in their original purity, they are 
ever justified in the eyes of intuition. The 
Society claims no monopoly of Theosophy, 
as the Divine Wisdom cannot be limited ; 
but its Fellows seek to understand it in 
ever-increasing measure. All in sympathy 
with the Objects of The Theosophical 
Society are welcomed as members, and it 
rests with the member to become a true 
Theosophist.

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT

As The Theosophical Society has spread 
far and wide over the civilized world, and as 
members of all religions have become mem
bers of it without surrendering the special 
dogmas, teachings and beliefs of their re
spective faiths, it is thought desirable to 
emphasize the fact that there is no doctrine, 
no opinion, by whomsoever taught or held, 
that is in any way binding on any member 
of The Society, none which any member 
is not free to accept or reject. Approval 
of its three Objects is the sole condition 
of membership. No teacher nor writer, 
from H. P. Blavatsky downwards, has any 
authority to impose his teachings or opin
ions on members. Every member has an 
equal right to attach himself to any teacher 
or to any school of thought which he may 
choose, but has no right to force his choice 
on any other. Neither a candidate for any 
office, nor any voter, can be rendered in
eligible to stand or to vote, because of any 
opinion he may hold, or because of member
ship in any school of thought to which he 
may belong. Opinions or beliefs neither 
bestow privileges nor inflict penalties. The 
Members of the General Council earnestly 
request every member of The Theosophical 
Society to maintain, defend and act upon 
these fundamental principles of The Society, 
and also fearlessly to exercise his own right 
of liberty of thought and of expression 
thereof, within the limits of courtesy and 
consideration for others.
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The Blessed Lord sa id :

These bodies of the em bodied One who is eternal, 
indestructible and immeasurable, are known as finite. 
Therefore fight, O Bharata. For certain is death for the 
bom , and certain is birth for the dead; therefore over the 
inevitable thou shouldst not grieve. Slain, thou wilt obtain 
heaven; victorious, thou wilt enjoy the earth; therefore 
stand up, O son of Kunti, resolute to figh t

Therefore stand up! w in for thyself renown,
Conquer thy foes, enjoy the wealth-filled realm.
By Me they are already overcome,
Be thou the outward cause, left-handed one.

Drona and Bhishma and Jayadratha,
Kama and all the other warriors here,
Are slain by Me. Destroy them fearlessly.
Fight 1 thou shalt crush thy rivals in the held.

THE BHAGAVAD-GITA, II, 18, 27, 3 7 ; XI, 33, 34.
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ON THE WATCH-TOWER
BY T H E  E D ITO R

IMPORTANT: Thess Notes represent the personal views of the 
Editor, and in no case must be taken as expressing the official attitude 
of The Theosophical Society, or the opinions of the membership 
generally. “The Theosophist” is the personal organ of the Presi
dent, and has no official status whatever, save insofar as it may 
from time to time be used as a medium for the publication of official 
notifications. Each article, therefore, is also personal to the writer.

TH E SO C IE T Y 'S  
U N IV ER SA LITY

ji W ANT it to be very clear that 
the principles and policies set 

forth in this W ar issue of T h e  
T h e o s o p h is t  are those of the 
writers concerned— m ainly  Dr. 
Annie Besant and myself. T h e  
T h e o s o p h i s t  is an organ for the 
personal expression of his views by 
the President, so that the members 
of The Society may know what he 
is saying and doing as an indi
vidual, not as President. In the 
Watch-Tower such views are ex
pressed, and have been expressed, 
by every President, and the ex
perience of each President has been

and is that the majority of mem
bers find the Watch-Tower valu
able especially because of this char
acteristic, even though they may 
differ radically from the President’s 
own viewpoint. But T h e  T h e o s 
o p h is t  in no way reflects the general 
opinion of members, for each mem
ber is expected to have his own views 
and convictions and to express 
these in whatever terms and ways 
as may seem most appropriate.

We often speak of the neutrality 
of The Theosophical Society when 
we should rather speak of its uni
versality. Its neutrality is to the 
end that every member, be his 
principles what they may, shall 
feel absolutely free to tread and
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expound his own individual w ay of 
life, an d  no less absolutely  uncol
oured by any  com m itm ents w hat
ever o ther th an  to  the  th ree  O b
jects of T h e  Society  to  which he 
gives assen t on joining. N either 
the  P residen t nor the  G eneral 
C ouncil nor any Section nor any  
m em ber can com m it T h e  T heo- 
sophical Society beyond its th ree  
g rea t O bjects. T h e  P residen t for 
the  tim e being is often  urged to 
break th is neu tra lity  for som e g rea t 
purpose. I have been asked to 
break it  for the  sake of the  Jews, 
and  I p robably  shall be asked to 
break it  to  range T h e  Society  on 
the  side of B rita in  an d  F rance  in 
the  presen t W ar.

FOR ALL AND AGAINST NONE

A part from m y powerlessness so 
to  do, I should regard  such action 
as in th e  h ighest degree subversive 
of the  purposes to  incarnate  which 
T h e  Society  was given birth . T h e  
very F irs t O b ject itself dem ands 
th a t we shall establish  a nucleus of 
the  U niversal B rotherhood, which 
does no t m ean th a t T h e  Society 
shall be continually  deciding w hat 
is and  w hat is no t brotherly , and  
ac t for and  against accordingly, as 
will vary  the  necessarily changing 
opinions of its  m em bers, an d  ignor
ing the  m inority  for the  sake of the 
m ajority . R a th e r does it m ean th a t 
T h e  Society  shall be a  B ro th e r
hood, including all an d  excluding 
none, be a  U niversality  w hich in 

cludes all d istinctions and  differ
ence of w hatever natu re . I do not 
like particu la rly  the  words “know
ing no distinction . . . .” W e  w ant 
to  know them . W e do know them . 
And, knowing them , we include 
them  all. I th ink  we should be 
positive ra th e r th an  negative.

All the  m ore in these days of 
clash of differences m ust T h e  T heo- 
sophical Society be universal in the 
w idest possible sense of th e  word. 
I t  m ust be F o r  A l l  and  A g a in s t  
N o n e . I t  m ust be a  true  hom e for 
all, especially in tim es when hom e 
is ranged  against hom e, conviction 
against conviction. T h u s  is it th a t 
T h e  Society  cannot proclaim  its 
allegiance to B rita in  and  to  F rance  
and  to  P o land , an y  m ore than  it 
could proclaim  its  allegiance to 
G erm any. E very  country, every 
people, every individual, is w ithin 
the U niversal B rotherhood, and  the 
suprem e purpose of T h e  Society  is 
to be an  outw ard and  visible sign 
of th is too  often im perceptib le fact.

THE SOCIETY IS A REFUGE AND A 
HOME TO ALL

Som e countries have thought fit 
to  re ject T h e  T heosophical Society. 
R ussia has rejected  it. G erm any  
has re jected  it, and  has forced 
A ustria to  re jec t it. I ta ly  has 
rejected  it. B u t T h e  T heosophical 
Society  itself rejects none of them . 
I t  includes them  all w ithin its own 
nucleus of B rotherhood an d  gives 
each an  equal p lace w ith every
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other land. T h e  T heosophical S o 
ciety is the  refuge of the  d estitu te  
and  the  hom e of the  oppressed. I t  
opens its doors freely to  victors 
and  to  vanquished, and  to oppres
sors an d  to  ty ran ts  too if they  will 
acknow ledge its F irs t O b ject and  
seek to  live in accordance w ith it.

T h e  Society  is a  U niversal 
B rotherhood, an d  for th a t very 
reason has no occasion to  define 
itself, for to define w ould be to  
in troduce lim itation . T h e  words 
“ U niversal B ro therhood” speak for 
them selves, declaring a  U niversal
ity  of which the  word “n eu tra lity ” 
is a  negative distortion.

OUR FREEDOM AND OUR DUTY

A nd w ithin th is U niversality , by 
reason of it, every single m em ber 
of T h e  Society  is free— free to  live 
as he chooses, free to  hold  such 
convictions as he chooses, free to 
express such opinions as he chooses, 
free to  ac t as he chooses— provided 
alw ays th a t in his heart, in deep 
sincerity, he reconciles all these with 
his adherence to  T h e  Socie ty ’s F irs t 
O bject. H e m ust while a  m em ber 
be true  to  his acceptance of the 
F irs t O bject, and  to  his acceptance 
of the  o ther tw o O bjects also, or he 
will be false to  him self, because 
un true  to  his m em bership. W ere 
he to  find him self a t  any  tim e out 
of harm ony w ith T h e  S ocie ty ’s O b
jects, and  constrained  to  ac t in 
opposition to  them , he is in honour 
bound to  resign his m em bership.

B u t ju s t as T h e  Society m ust 
be a  U niversal B rotherhood, so 
should every m em ber work for 
U niversal B rotherhood in his own 
way, so th a t T h e  Society m ay m ore 
an d  m ore becom e a  beautifu l sign 
of the U niversal B rotherhood, scin
tilla tin g  w ith a  m yriad  colours of 
happ ily  living differences of under
stand ing  of its g rea t W h ite  L igh t, 
an d  so too th a t th e  world itself 
m ay the  m ore show itself to  be the 
U niversal B ro therhood it  actually  
is. T h e  Society  is all-inclusive. B u t 
every m em ber should take sides ac 
cording to his best understand ing  
of the true  na tu re  of U niversal 
B rotherhood. T h e  Society  is the 
g rea t W hite  and  U niversal L ig h t of 
B rotherhood. E ac h  m em ber is a 
con tribu tory  colour, an d  glorifies 
the W hole by m aking beautifu l and 
true  his individual and  different 
part.

In  T h e  T h e o s o p h is t  I am  priv
ileged to give forth  m y own convic
tions as to  the n a tu re  of the  U n i
versal B ro therhood in the  present 
crisis, and  to s ta te  m y own ind i
vidual duty . B u t there are  m any 
o ther convictions and  m any o ther 
duties. A nd if I am  em phatic  and  
definite, it is p a rtly  th a t I m ay 
be true  to m y Self, an d  partly  
th a t I m ay thereby  in som e sm all 
way help o thers to shine in the ir 
own colours as I try  to  shine in 
mine.

B u t T h e  Theosophical Society 
shines w ith all colours as the  great
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White Light of the Universal 
Brotherhood of Life.

TH E H IG H  PU R PO SE S  O F  
TH IS  W A R

I have often been saying here in 
India that this W ar is to the end of 
a Universal Brotherhood through
out the world, and so indeed it is. 
But within that supreme object it 
is a war to the end that East 
and West may draw together in 
mutual understanding and com
radeship.

Therefore is it a war not merely to 
restore justice and freedom through
out Europe, but also to restore free
dom to China, and to give to India 
the Great Release designed for her 
by the spiritual Guardians of the 
world.

Are there any in the world to 
realize this mighty purpose of the 
War? Are there inBritain,in France, 
in India, men and women who are 
statesmen, who are endowed with 
the higher vision to perceive that 
when God, Is'vara, the Supreme 
Intelligence, visits the world with 
so major a catastrophe, it is to the 
very highest ends—that out of a 
descent into a terrible hell the 
whole world may rise into a splen
did heaven ?

Are there in every country men 
and women who are statesmen, who 
are endowed with the higher vision 
to perceive that their countries

must in a fine burst of noble deter
mination, range thems*elves upon 
the side of Duty, and be ever rest
less until victory is to Brotherhood 
and therefore to Peace and Free
dom ?

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY

This is indeed a supreme and 
solemn moment in the history of 
the world, the more supreme and 
solemn for the fact that only a 
couple of decades or so ago the 
world was offered the very op
portunity of the present war and 
failed to seize it, was weighed in 
the balance and found wanting. 
The great opportunity has come 
once more. Once more the world 
is being weighed in the balance. 
Is the opportunity to be whittled 
down within the narrow and frus
trating limits of a peace for Eu
rope, or is it to be exalted into its 
true values ? Is the world once 
again to be weighed in the balance 
and once more to be found want
ing, or shall the weighing be such 
as to win for the world an age of 
happiness such as it has not known 
before ?

The time must come, and it can
not be delayed indefinitely, when 
those who are the true leaders of 
the world shall declare that this 
W ar must continue to be fought 
until throughout the world there is 
a righteous peace and a noble free
dom. When this time comes will 
such leaders be in the places of
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authority, enjoying the confidence 
of their peoples, so that a Great 
Declaration shall be made by all 
nations which stand for Brother
hood, or will the narrow-minded 
still reign so that the War becomes 
infructuous, and fail as its pre
decessor failed ?

WE NEED WORLD-CITIZENS

It is for the peoples of the world 
today to speak their will for Brother
hood, to hurl down from the high 
places those who are content to 
barter high ideals for material con
venience, and to enthrone in their 
stead those who bear in their hands 
the gifts which shall lift the world 
out of its present enslavement.

Today as never before we need 
the spirit of Akbar, of Shivaji, of 
Kossuth, of Disraeli, of Garibaldi, 
of Mazzini, of Jeanne d’Arque, of 
all who have been Liberators, and 
who have led the world to a larger 
destiny. We need the spirit of the 
vision with which they illumined 
their world. We need the spirit 
of their courage which triumphed 
even in defeat. We need the spirit 
of their resoluteness, of their steel
like will, of their unshakable chival
rousness, of their clear vision and 
one-pointed irresistible movement 
towards the Goal, whether victo
rious or swallowed up in defeat.

The call in every country is for 
one who shall see his (or her) 
country free in a free world, who 
shall passionately love his Mother-

land and seek to build her anew 
towards the measure of the stature 
of her eternal purposes, but who 
shall know that the world is one 
and indivisible, and that there can 
be no spotless freedom in his own 
land while there is a pollution of 
freedom in any other land.

Where are we to find such citi
zens of the world who because they 
are world-citizens are no less citi
zens of their Motherlands, ardent 
in their patriotism, in no wise los
ing the strong individuality of their 
patriotism in its great universal
ization ?

Where are we to find those who 
perceive a world-religion, a gather
ing together of world-Truth, and 
live ardently in it, while living no 
less ardently in the terms of their 
own faith—patriotic to their own 
faith while worshipping its mighty 
Source ?

Such are the men and women who 
shall lead the world, its peoples, 
its races, its nations, its faiths, into 
the heights of the peace of God.

THE WORLD ATHIRST FOR 
BROTHERHOOD

And the world cries out for them, 
for men and women who are not 
neutral but universal, as it is athirst 
for Brotherhood.

This W ar is its cry—a cry for 
the release that the last war failed 
to give.

This W ar is, therefore, a right
eous war. It is a universal war, not
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m erely a  w ar for individuals here 
an d  nations there.

I t  is a  w ar for the peace and  free
dom  of th e  whole world, and  it is 
a  peoples’ war, a  w ar to  m ake 
governm ent of the people, for the 
people, by the people, a  living 
reality .

I t  is a  w ar for universalizing 
T ru th  and  B rotherhood. I t  is a  w ar 
to  give a  m utual sense of com rade
ship to  peoples, and  a  m utual 
respect to  faiths.

I t  is a  w ar for Ahim sa  (harm 
lessness) an d  B eauty , and  for the  
destruction  of cruelty  an d  ugli
ness. F o r today, while indeed 
there are nations to  be liberated , 
it  is the  whole world th a t  has to  
becom e free— its peoples, its crea
tures, its life.

I t  is a  w ar to  renew th e  world in 
general an d  to  en throne justice 
w here justice has been set a t  naught.

I t  is a  w ar against th a t sp irit 
everyw here w hich in G erm any  is 
m anifest in H itle r  and  in his as
sociates, w hich is m anifest in vivi
section, in flesh-eating, and  in all 
o ther cruelties to  anim als, which 
is m anifest in ugliness howsoever 
expressed.

In  particu lar, it is a  w ar to  free 
C hina from  her m artyrdom  by 
Japan .

If Japan  does no t retrace her 
steps, then indeed m ust it be said  : 
Delenda est Nippon. B u t Jap an  
m ay  still be th e  land  of a  R ising 
S un,

I t  is a  w ar to  give freedom  to 
India.

I t  is a  w ar for the  resurrection 
of P o land .

I t  is a  w ar for the  release of 
A byssinia, A lbania, A ustria, Cze
choslovakia, from the ir enslave
m ent.

I t  is a  war to  un ite  the  E a s t and  
the W est in a free Com m onw ealth, 
a  com radeship of differences, which 
has been a ttem p ted  m ore than  
once, b u t which now m ust succeed 
under an  Indo-B ritish  brotherhood 
of nations.

I t  is a  w ar to  challenge wrong, 
injustice, cruelty, ty ranny , oppres
sion, w herever these m ay rear their 
uglinesses.

WHY NEUTRALITY IS A CRIME

A nd it  is the  fervent p rayer of 
all who abom inate  war, w hile rec
ognizing its p lace in th e  evolu
tionary  process, th a t th is W a r  m ay 
for very long end  war, no t by be
ing b rought to  a  quick conclusion, 
no t th rough overw helm ing victo
ries, b u t by being pursued to  a  
t r i u m p h a n t  end— to the  end of 
peace, freedom  an d  con ten tm en t in 
all peoples and  nations, and  of the 
m utual recognition of the  votaries 
of th e  faiths of the  w orld th a t each 
fa ith  has its  own great T ru th s, 
and  th a t the  w ater of the  e ternal 
W ell of T ru th  flows through m any 
sacred channels, channels won- 
drously dug by each G iver of a  
fa ith .
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T h e  forces arrayed  against the 
R igh t are  strong an d  ruthless. T hey  
are  form idable opponents, having 
no heed to  honour.

F o r the  m om ent, B rita in , F rance 
and  P o land  are alone against them . 
W hen  will o ther countries begin to 
perceive the R ight, an d  m arshal 
them selves to fight against the 
universal wrong, shoulder to  shoul
der w ith the th ree countries which 
are  the  advance-guard  of R ight ?

B rita in , F rance  and  w hat is now 
the spiritual exam ple of Poland , 
m ust no t bear the  heavy burden by 
them selves. If  the  m ajo rity  of n a 
tions rem ain neutra l, the  high pu r
poses of the W a r cannot be achiev
ed, and  it will be the  sham e of these 
countries th a t peace an d  freedom  
and  justice m ust still be denied to 
those who need them , and  th a t w ar 
afte r w ar shall take p lace until a t 
la st they  aw aken or are w iped from 
off the  face of the  globe. M any 
were those who in the la s t w ar d e 
clared  th a t neu tra lity  is a  crim e. 
M any are  those who today  declare 
the sam e.

A WORLD WAR FOR THE RIGHT 

. T h e  challenge today  is to every 
country  to  fight for the R ight, and  
to  recognize th a t w rong anyw here 
is w rong everywhere. Such  is the 
dispensation of the  new world, 
which opens w ith the universal as 
the  new, though age-old, fact in the 
daily  life of individuals, nations, 
faiths and  races. N o t th a t in 

div iduality  is honoured less, bu t 
th a t un iversality  is a t  la st perceived 
to  be the  life to  be lived by the 
new world.
• T h e  W a r  is to  th is end, and  it  
becom es clear, therefore, th a t no t 
one nation  alone, nor two, nor half a 
dozen nations can win the  W ar. 
T h e  W a r  m ust be won by the 
whole world, by all the peoples, all 
the  nations and  all the  faiths. A nd 
it is rem arkable th a t in tru th  th is 
W ar is a  w ar of the peoples of the 
world against som e of the govern
m ents of the  world. T h e  G erm an  
people are on the  side of R ight, 
and  so are  the  Ita lian  an d  the 
Japanese  peoples. I t  is the  G overn
m ent of each, a t  least of the  first, 
which is fighting for the  destruction 
of civilization.

THE PEOPLES' PART

T h ere  can surely be little  doubt 
th a t the  sym path ies of the  world 
are  w ith B rita in  an d  F ran ce  and  
P o land . T here  can be little  doubt 
th a t the  sym pathies of the neu tra l 
countries in E urope are  w ith the 
allies, though they  m ay be afraid  
to  show them  openly. T h ere  can 
be little  doubt th a t the  sym pathies 
of the people of the  U n ited  S ta tes  
are  w ith the  allies. A nd it  m ay 
be boldly declared th a t the sym 
path ies even of G erm any, of I ta ly  
and  of Jap an  are  w ith the  allies, 
even though public denunciation 
m ay be cleverly staged by the 
agents of those in power.

2
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L e t the  peoples un ite  and m ake 
w ar on w rong everyw here—at hom e 
and  abroad . L e t them  take care 
not to be sw ayed by the  news
papers, nor by the  politicians. T h e  
g rea t danger now is lest w ith w eak 
politicians, for the m ost part, in 
responsible governm ent offices, w ith 
the  people as a  whole inarticu la te  
an d  helpless in the han d s of those 
they have allowed to  becom e th e ir  
m asters, w ith the inevitable and  
m ost na tu ra l pressure of the hor
rors of war, w ith the subtle cunning 
of H itler, S ta lin  and  M ussolini—  
far more than  a  m atch  for the 
allied representatives— w ith a colos
sal ignorance of the E a s t on the 
p a r t of th e  W est, and  with the 
crim inal n eu tra lity  on the  p a rt of 
so m any nations, T he W ar May 
E nd T oo S oon.

If it does, then there will have 
to  be w ar a fte r w ar until the les
sons of th is W a r are a t la st learn 
ed. T h e  world m ight have learned 
the  lessons of the la s t W ar. I t  
d id  not, save perhaps to  the  ex ten t 
of knowing how to  be the  be tte r 
prepared  for the  next war. H ence 
th is W ar.

W ill th is W a r end w ar ? T h e  
answ er to  th is question depends 
upon the  ex ten t to  which the 
governm ents and  peoples of the 
w orld recognize w hat this W a r 
is for.

W e  are  all pacifists in spirit. 
W e  all are objectors to war. 
B u t som e of us, yielding to  none

in our love of peace an d  freedom , 
know in our consciences th a t there 
are  occasions when force m ust be 
m et by force, when a  w ar such as 
th a t which is now upon us m ust 
be w aged for the very sake of peace 
and  freedom . D r. B esan t knew 
this when she u tte red  the  now 
fam ous phrase th a t brickbats m ust 
be m et by bullets. L aw  and  order 
m ust be defended  by force if they  
are attacked  by force, a t  all events 
in the existing s ta te  of the  world, 
though for the very few there  m ay 
be ano ther du ty . N on-violence 
will be the code of the future. I t  
cannot be the  code of the present, 
though possibly the  code of the 
few. I t  m ay be M r. G andh i’s code. 
B u t probably  he has the  wisdom 
to distinguish between his own 
dharm a and  th a t of another. H e is 
probaly wise enough to  know th a t 
while he m ust practise  his own code, 
it m ay be his du ty  to  preach ano ther 
code for those to whom another 
code is their righteousness.

HITLERISM MUST BE CRUSHED 
EVERYWHERE

Such are the  real purposes, the 
noble aim s, of the  p resent W ar, 
for wars are G od-given even more 
than  m an-evoked, G od sending 
them — define the word ‘‘G od” as 
we will— when unrighteousness is 
spreading  far and  wide.

W hich  of these purposes m ay we 
hope to  achieve ? M uch depends 
upon the vision of peoples and  of
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statesmen, but not a little upon 
the extent to which the world is 
ready for a great advance in civil
ization.

Some kind of peace and freedom 
in Europe may be achieved, though 
let us hope not the quality of the 
peace and freedom gained in 1918 
through the Treaty of Versailles. 
Britain and France are deeply 
concerned with E urope, and 
Europe’s peace and freedom have 
been declared by the British Prime 
Minister and by Mr. Winston 
Churchill to be the objective of the 
War. This presumably means the 
final crushing of Hitlerism in 
Europe, and more or less the 
restoration of the status quo before 
the Hitler (and the Mussolini?) 
outrages upon innocent peoples, 
and before Russia’s own contribu
tion to such outrages.

But what about the crushing of 
Hitlerism in Asia—the outrages 
upon China by Japan ? If these 
are allowed to continue, the War 
will have to this extent failed. Will 
European statesmen have the 
vision necessary to perceive Hitler
ism elsewhere than in Europe, and 
to realize that wherever it is it 
must be crushed even for Europe’s 
sake, but in truth for the sake of 
the peace and freedom of the world 
upon which depends the peace and 
freedom of Europe itself?

W hat about India and her own 
freedom? This God-given War 
is also for this God-given purpose.

Doubtless, India is, as I have often 
said, free from Hitlerism, thank 
God. But she must govern herself 
without limitation. Will British 
statesmen at least have the vision 
necessary to perceive this, and to 
realize that they would do well 
without delay to take the bold step 
of asking India to frame her own 
Declaration of Rights, and to con
cert measures with the friendly aid 
of Britain to bring the Declaration 
into practice ? Upon the peace and 
freedom of India depends the peace 
and freedom of Europe.

FOR BEAUTY AND COMPASSION

And what about the W ar as war 
against cruelty and ugliness ? Is 
the world not yet ready to learn 
this lesson ? Must the horrors hu
manity perpetrates upon animals 
still continue, for the world is still 
too uncivilized to give them up ? 
Must vivisection still continue, and 
blood-sports and blood-sacrifices, 
and the wearing of animal skins 
and feathers for human vanity, 
and so many other cruelties ? Does 
uncivilized public opinion still con
done all these, and will it continue 
to condone flesh-eating and the con
centration camps for doomed ani
mals, which we call slaughter
houses ? Is the world not yet ready 
to turn away from the ugliness 
with which it deforms life—the ug
linesses with which the arts and 
crafts are desecrated, the uglinesses 
of buildings, the innumerable
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uglinesses associated  w ith life in 
tow ns and  cities, as, for exam ple, 
the  advertisem ents, m any films, and  
all the  m inor sordidnesses ?

A nd then th e  in justices inflicted 
by  m an upon m an, as in industrial 
life where th e  workers live like 
slaves when they  should live like 
free m en and  wom en, w hich in so 
m any countries they are  no t— shall 
a  new industria l system  arise in 
the  world as a  resu lt of the  W a r ? 
S hall freedom  com e to  the  dow n
trodden  worker in every land  ?

T h ere  is H itlerism  in every coun
try  where there  are  citizens who 
have no cause to cherish their 
citizenship or to  be proud of the 
land  of the ir b irth , w here w ealth is 
squeezed ou t of poverty, an d  where 
suffering passes unheeded and  u n 
tended.

T h is  W a r is to  d irect the  a tten 
tion of the w orld upon these H itler- 
ism s no less than  upon those which 
are  m ore easily recognized as such 
by the  unillum ined eyes of a  world 
still so blind to  real civilization.

T h e  W a r should  give to  m an
kind a  trem endous im petus tow ards 
the  cu lt of beauty  and  of com passion.

A MIGHTY COVENANT OF PEACE

T h e  world cannot, an d  shall not, 
go on as it has been, going on 
during  the period which has elapsed 
since the  last W ar. M ankind, ani- 
m alkind, and  every o th e r kind of 
life, m ust reap  a  good from  this 
present war, or the victory shall

only be in part, and  the  W a r  shall 
have failed in part.

All living th ings are of one blood 
and  of one life. T hey  are  of one 
parentage, of one origin, and  of 
one goal. T h ey  are  one fam ily in 
very tru th . A nd shall the  W ar 
have been won if, w hile one p a rt 
of the  fam ily is happy w ith victory, 
ano ther p a rt rem ains m iserable in 
continued defeat ?

G erm any  herself m ust becom e 
victorious if the  W a r  is to  be won—  
victorious over th a t self which has 
allow ed the  sp irit of H itlerism  to 
enslave her an d  drag  her down 
into d ishonour and  misery.

T here  m ust be victory to  all, 
and  when the  W a r draw s to  some 
sort of close— we dare n o t hope it 
will draw  to  a  final close in full 
achievem ent of all its purposes—  
then m ust the peace-m akers com e 
together from all the lands of the 
earth  and  give the  peace of G od to 
the world ra th e r th an  the  self-seek
ing com prom ises of m an, peace to  
all creatures in a  m ighty  C ovenant 
of P eace  and  Goodwill w ith every 
child of earth .

# *
POLAND

P oland , and  in particu la r our 
P o l i s h  S e c t io n ,  has our m ost 
brotherly  sym pathy. Indeed, our 
hearts  go out to  th is g rea t and  
heroic country  in her w anton devas
ta tion  by the forces of aggression, 
cruelty  and  ugliness. W e can well
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im agine w hat are  the  sufferings of 
the people, bo th  on account of the 
actual fighting itself and  even m ore 
on account of m ight having be
com e the sole a rb ite r of the ir tem 
porary  fate.

P o lan d  has indeed suffered a  
terrib le c ru c if ix io n , one of the 
g reater crucifixions in the h istory 
of the  world. B u t there  is a  glori
ous resurrection to  follow, and  P o 
land  shall becom e thrice honoured 
am ong the nations of the  world.

I wish we h ad  news of our b re th 
ren in Poland , b u t none, of course, 
comes. W hen  the  W a r  is a t  last 
over, I feel sure th a t m em bers of 
T h e  T heosophical Society th rough
ou t the world will hasten  to  give 
every help in th e ir power especial
ly  to re-estab lish  in streng th  the 
Polish Section an d  its headquarters. 
I shall be very g lad  to receive from 
now contributions to  be used when 
the W a r  is over to help the  Polish 
Section to function once m ore to  
the up lift of the  Polish  people. 
D onations m ay be sent e ither to 
m e or to  the T reasu re r of T h e  T h eo 
sophical Society, A dyar, M adras, 
m arked Polish Section Fund.

A POLISH MEMBER
O ne of our Polish  m em bers who 

has been living in Ind ia  for some 
tim e p ast in o rder to  understand  
th e  sp irit of the  country  and  to 
take part, as far as possible, in 
some of its m ore urgent social 
needs, has ju s t le ft for Poland , 
where she feels it  her du ty  to 
be in view of P o lan d ’s terrib le 
plight.

I am  very g lad  th a t she has been 
able to  m ake th is decision, and 
w hether she is able actually  to  reach 
P o land  or not, her will is thus set 
m ore th an  ever for P o lan d ’s re
dem ption, and  she m ay be ab le to 
help by being nearer to  her M other
land  and  ready  to  en ter her as soon 
as the evils now besetting  P o land  
have been destroyed by the  forces 
of R ighteousness.

O ur loving thoughts will be with 
her, an d  we shall ad d  our strength  
to  hers so th a t she m ay  be a  m es
senger no t only from  her T h e o 
sophical brethren, b u t from  the 
whole of M other India , to  the 
P o land  which has won through 
suffering so high a  place in the 
esteem  of the civilized world.



“ THEREFORE FIGHT, 0  ARJUNA”
B Y  ANNIE BESANT

(The Greatest Hindu Scripture, The B hagavad Gita, on War)

'T 'H E  whole object of everything 
said and  done, as recounted 

w ithin the  covers of the Gitn , has 
bu t one m o tiv e : to  give A rjuna 
h eart and  courage, to  drive him  
in to  action, to  force him , if need 
be, into b a t t l in g ; and  the  argum ent 
is continually  in terspersed w ith the 
constan t refrain  : “T herefore fight.”

THE ANCIENT TEACHING

I t  m atte rs  no t w hat the  line of 
argum ent m ay have been. I t  m ay 
have been an  argum ent exposing 
the  na tu re  of the  Jivatm a, the  u n 
born, the undying, the  perpetual, 
an d  the c o n s ta n t; a fte r th a t ex
position : “T herefore fight” (II , 18). 
I t  m ay have been a  long philos
ophical argum ent, expounding the 
na tu re  of the  O ne and  the  M ani
fold, explaining the constitu tion  of 
the  worlds, explaining the O ne L ife 
th a t pervades everything; a t the end 
of the  philosophy, again sounds out 
the  re f ra in : “ T herefore a t  all tim es 
th ink  upon Me only, and  fight” 
(V III , 7). O r it m ay be the  teach 
ing of devotion, the  b idding of 
the  disciple to  surrender all actions 
to  his L ord , and  “with thy  thoughts 
resting on the  suprem e Self . . .

engage in b a ttle” ( I I I ,  30). W hen  
the vision of th e  D ivine F orm  is 
given: “ D estroy them  fearlessly. 
F ig h t!” (X I, 34). A nd a t the  very 
end, when H e bids A rjuna: “ M erge 
thy  m ind in Me, be My devotee, 
sacrifice to  M e,” still the  recurring 
idea sounds ou t in the  question : 
“ H as thy  delusion, caused by u n 
wisdom, been destroyed?” (X V III, 
65, 72). A nd the  result of the  whole 
is A rjuna’s resolution to f ig h t: “ I 
will do according to T h y  w ord” 
(X V III, 73), and  he plunges into 
the  fray.

MODERN ARGUMENTS

Now th a t is very curious a t  first 
sight, and  very unexpected. Yoga 
is going to  be taugh t, the  perfect 
yogi is to  be tra ined , and, a t  every 
break of the argum ent an d  change 
of the subject, the re fra in : “T h ere 
fore fight,” rings ou t on the  aston 
ished ear. “ G ird  thee  for the  b a ttle ” 
(II, 38) is the  com m and of the 
L o rd  of Yoga. E veryw here in this 
S crip tu re  of Yoga, the re  is the 
urging to  action of the  m ost violent 
kind, as though in fighting were 
em bodied, as we m ay  say, the  very 
quintessence of activity , the  rush

202
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of it, the whirl of it, the turmoil of 
it, the din of it. How could you 
have activity more active than the 
activity in the battle-field of 
heroes? Yet it is there that yoga is 
to be mastered; it is there that 
Yoges'vara appears in all the pleni
tude of His power and His magni
ficence.

Now, this n a t u r a l l y  s e e ms  
strange, and most strange of all, 
perchance, to the modern mind, 
and to the modern mind in India. 
For, in modern India, great activ
ity and the practice of yoga by no 
means go hand in hand, as a rule. 
Nay, I have here seen men who 
claim to speak for Hindu ortho
doxy, who claim to defend it against 
the teaching of the Theosophist. I 
have here seen it put forward that 
no man can be a yogi, unless he live 
far apart from men in cave or jungle 
or desert, unless he live in some 
recess of the mighty Himalayas, 
or- other mountain range, under the 
sacred sky of India. I have heard 
it said that no man can be a yogi 
who is in the midst of activity, 
working, labouring, endeavouring 
to help all good things that are in 
the world, and therefore worldly ; 
that yoga means seclusion, silence, 
inaction. Such apparently is the 
idea of many a modern Indian.

YOGA IS RIGHT ACTIVITY

But the Lord of Yoga Him
self sees yoga in a very different 
light from that which I have just

described: “He that performeth 
such action as is duty, independently 
of the fruit of action, he is an ascetic, 
he is a yogi” (VI, 1). He goes even 
further than that, and He declares: 
“Yoga is skill in action” (II, 50). 
So that in the mind of the Lord 
of Yoga, yoga seems to have con
noted something very very different 
from the modern idea of secluding 
yourself from men, from sitting in 
the cave or jungle isolated from 
men. That has its place, that has 
its part, in human evolution. It is a 
stage in human progress. But 
yoga, as taught by the Lord of 
Yoga, the supreme yoga, is some
thing different from that. Man is 
here in the world for activity ; the 
Creator of the world is the embodi
ment of Kriya, activity.

The action of Ts'vara Himself, 
on what does it rest ? “There is 
nothing,” He says as S'ri Krsna, 
“ in the three worlds, O Partha, 
that should be done by Me, nor 
anything unattained that might be 
attained ; yet I mingle in action. 
For if I mingled not ever in action, 
unwearied, men all around would 
follow My path, O son of Prtha. 
These worlds would fall into ruin, 
if I did not perform action ; I 
should be the author of confusion 
of castes, and should destroy these 
creatures” (III, 22-24).

There, in truth, is the root of all 
right activity. Right activity is 
co-operation with Ts'vara, with the 
Logos of the universe ; that is the
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highest path , an d  to th a t all tra in 
ing, all effort, inevitably  m ust 
tend— co-operation w ith the  divine 
W ill, acting  in harm ony w ith the 
W ill th a t works m ost wisely for 
the  suprem est good. W hatever 
m ay happen  to  be the  du ty  of the 
m om ent, th a t is to be done ; fight
ing, if fighting happens to  be the 
business of the  tim e, passivity, if 
passiv ity  be needful. I f  the tim e 
has come, in the  course of the 
w orld’s history, when large num 
bers of m en, going along the path  
th a t is leading them  downwards, 
have to  be rescued from the dow n
w ard pa th  by striking aw ay the 
body, hopelessly d istorted , in order 
th a t the  living S p irit m y shape for 
itself a  b e tte r body ready  for higher 
ends, then  to  strike aw ay the  bodies 
m ay be the  co-operation dem anded.

HOW DEATH AND WAR LIBERATE

You look on d ea th  as som ething 
sad  an d  terrib le. You th ink  of 
death , influenced by w estern th ink
ing it  m ay be, as a  foe, as an  enem y 
of m an ; bu t d ea th  has o ther aspects 
than  th a t of m an’s foe, m y brothers. 
N ay , dea th  is th e  friend and  not 
the foe of m an ; it  is he who opens 
th e  door of the  prison-house, where 
the  S p irit w ithin is chafing a t  the

barriers im posed by a  p a s t no t well 
lived, no t well though t out. A nd 
often death , w hich looked a t from  
one side is terrib le, is seen as the  
very gatew ay of b irth  into life, when 
looked a t  from  the  other. And when 
a  m an like D uryodhana, noble 
in m any  of his im pulses, sp len
did  in his courage, loving his people 
and  in ten t on their welfare, when 
a  m an like th a t is going w hat we 
call hopelessly wrong, and  opposing 
the divine W ill, w hat m ore gracious 
m essenger can love itself send him  
than  death , th a t strikes aw ay the 
b lundering  body and  unveils the 
eye of th e  S p irit ?

A nd w hen you realize th a t, you 
begin to  understand  th a t even war, 
w ith all its horrors, is a  m essage of 
m ercy, of rescue, of liberation, for 
m any a  one who m ay fall on the  
field of battle . A nd if the  heart of 
G od can bear to  see the  suffering, 
we, who are  so m uch m ore selfish, 
m ay be able also to  bear to see it, 
and  be w illing to  co-operate w ith 
H im . And, therefore, if wisdom 
and  love declare th a t fighting is 
necessary for progress a t  the  m o
ment,_ then fighting is co-operation 
w ith Isfvara, an d  the  w ord of com 
m and  com es : “ T herefore fight, O 
A rjuna.”

To know how to die in one century is to live for all centuries
to come. Giordano Bruno



OTHER SCRIPTURAL DECLARATIONS 
ON WAR

(Excerpts from the Scriptures of five great religions of the world)

TH E LA W S O F  M A N U

A KING, while he protects his 
1 people, being defied by an 
enemy of equal, greater, or less 
force, must by no means turn his 
face from battle, but must remem
ber the duty of his military class :

Never to recede from combat, to 
protect the people, and to honour 
the priests, is the highest duty of 
kings and insures their felicity.

Those rulers of the earth, who, 
desirous of defeating each other, 
exert their utmost strength in battle, 
without ever averting their faces, 
ascend, after death, directly to 
heaven.

Let the warrior-king plan his 
undertakings (patiently meditating) 
like a heron ; like a lion, let him 
put forth his strength ; like a wolf, 
let him snatch (his prey) ; like a 
hare, let him double in retreat.

When he is thus engaged in con
quest, let him subdue all the op
ponents whom he may find, by the 
(four) expedients, conciliation and 
the rest.

If they cannot be stopped by 
the three first expedients, then 
let him, overcoming them by force

alone, gradually bring them to 
subjection.

Among the four expedients, con
ciliation and the rest, the learned 
always recommend conciliation and 
(the employment of) force for the 
prosperity of kingdoms.

As the weeder plucks up the 
weeds and preserves the corn, even 
so let the king protect his kingdom 
and destroy his opponents.

That king who through folly 
rashly oppresses his kingdom, (will), 
together with his relatives, ere long 
be deprived of his life and of his 
kingdom.

—Chap. VII, 87-89, 106-111

TH E G A T H A S

Zoroastrianism is active, practical, 
and militant. Humanity is Ahura 
Mazda’s standing army. Man or woman 
is a perpetual soldier in its doctrinal 
ranks. Every individual serves in the 
army in his or her age and place. To 
further righteousness even by a hair’s 
breadth, or to trample down wickedness 
however little, are accounted supreme 
achievements in the existence of the 
individual. The primeval man was the 
first to enlist himself as a soldier and 
enter the battlefield. He sounded the

3
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first trumpet and opened the warfare 
against the Kingdom of Wickedness. 
T he myriads of individuals that have 
followed him in the aeons of time do 
incessant battle against the Sovereign of 
Evil and the personification of imperfec
tion. The last man, who will appear at 
the end of the cycle of the world to deal 
the final blow to the tottering Kingdom 
of W ickedness, will hoist the flag of the 
final victory of good over evil. The 
darkness of the night of the Kingdom 
of W ickedness will then be no more. 
The sun will never set upon the King
dom of Righteousness. Such, at least, is 
the tone that runs through the Gathas.

— M. N . D h a l l a

A nd thou  d id st cause, O Z ara- 
th u s t r a ! all the  dem on-gods to  
vanish  in the  ground who afore
tim e flew ab o u t this earth  in hum an 
shape (and power. T h is  h a s t thou 
done), thou who hast been the 
strongest, an d  the staunchest, the 
m ost active, an d  the  sw iftest, and  
(in every deed) the m ost victorious 
in the  two sp irits’ world.

P ra ise  to  H (a)om a. . . . T h is  
fifth blessing, O H (a)o m a, ¡ beseech 
of thee, thou  th a t drivest death  
a f a r ! th a t I m ay s tan d  victorious 
on earth , conquering in battles, 
overw helm ing the  assaults of hate, 
and  conquering the lie.

A t the  a r o u s e d  an d  fearful 
D ragon, green, and belching forth  
his poison, for the righteous sa in t 
th a t perishes, yellow H (a)om a, hurl 
th y  m a c e !

A t the  (m urderous) b ludgeon- 
bearer, com m itting  deeds unheard

of, blood-thirsty , (drunk) w ith fury, 
yellow H (a)om a, hurl thy  m ace !

A gainst the w icked hum an ty 
ran t, hurling weapons a t the  head, 
for the righteous sa in t th a t perish
es, yellow H (a)om a, hurl thy  m ace!

A gainst the  righteousness-dis
turber, the unholy life-destroyer, 
thoughts and w ords of our religion 
well-delivering, yet in actions never 
reaching, for the  righteous sain t 
th a t perishes, yellow H (a)om a, hurl 
thy  m a c e !

— Yasna, IX , 15, 16, 30, 31

T herefore m ay’st thou, O Sraosha, 
the blessed and  the  s ta te ly ! g ran t 
swiftness to our team s, soundness 
to our bodies, an d  ab u n d an t ob
servation of our foes, and  their 
sm iting  (as we m ark  them ), and  
the ir sudden death .

Yea, we w orship (all the  m ar
tia l gifts) of S raosha (O bedience) 
the m ighty, bo th  arm ed w ith shield
ing arm our, and  a  w arrior strong 
of hand, skull-cleaver of the  D aevas, 
conquering the  endow m ents of the 
conqueror, the  holy conqueror of 
the conqueror, an d  (his) victorious 
powers, and  the  A scendancy which 
it bestows, and  we worship this 
A scendancy of S raosha’s (the sam e 
which conquers theirs).

— Yasna , L V I I ,  26, 33

A nd I pray  in m y benediction 
for strength  w ell-shaped and  s ta te 
ly of growth, an d  which sm ites 
v i c t o r i o u s l y ,  A hura-m ade, and  
crushing, and  for an ascendancy
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abundan tly  subduing all who are  
filled w ith furious hate, assaulting  
the evil-m inded enem ies, and  de
stroying, as if a t  once, the deadly, 
godless foes.

— AfrlngUn, I, 15

A nd (when the g rea t struggle 
shall have been fought ou t which 
began when the  D aevas first seized 
the D em on of W ra th  as the ir ally), 
and  when the (just) vengeance shall 
have com e upon these wretches, 
then, O M a z d a ! the K ingdom  
shall have been gained for T hee 
by (T hy) G ood M ind (w ithin T h y  
folk). F o r to those, O living L ord! 
does (th a t G ood M ind) u tte r  his 
com m and, who will deliver the 
D em on of the L ie  in to  the two 
hands of the R ighteous O rder (as 
a  captive to a destroyer).

— Yasna , X X X , 8

T H E  O LD  TESTA M EN T

W herefore it is said in the  book 
of the  wars of the  L ord  :

W h a t he did  in the R ed Sea,
A nd in the  brooks of Arnon,
A nd a t the stream  of the brooks,
T h a t goeth down to the dwelling 

of Ar,
A nd lieth  upon the border of 

M oab.
— Numbers, X X I, 14,

W hen  thou goest ou t to battle  
against thine enem ies, and  seest 
horses and  chariots, and  a  people 
m ore than  thou, be no t afraid  of 
th e m ; for the L ord  thy  G od is

w ith thee, which brought thee  up 
ou t of the  land  of E gypt.

A nd it shall be, when the  officers 
have m ade an end  of speaking unto 
the people, th a t they  shall m ake 
cap tains of the  arm ies to  lead  the 
people.

W hen  thou com est nigh un to  a  
city to  fight against it, then pro
claim  peace unto  it. A nd it 
shall be, if it m ake thee answ er of 
peace and  open unto  thee, then  it 
shall be, th a t all the  people th a t 
is found therein  shall be tribu taries 
unto thee, and  they  shall serve thee.

A nd if it will m ake no peace 
w ith thee, bu t will m ake w ar 
against thee, then  thou  sha lt be
siege it.

— Deuteronomy, XX, 1, 9-12

E very  purpose is established by 
counsel,

A nd w ith good advice m ake war.
Proverbs, X X, 18

T h u s  saith  the  L o rd  concerning 
the  prophets th a t m ake m y people 
err, th a t b ite w ith the ir teeth , and 
cry, P e a c e ; and  he th a t pu tte th  
no t in to  their m ouths, they  even 
prepare w ar against him  :

T herefore n igh t shall be unto  you, 
T h a t ye shall no t have a vision ; 
And it shall be dark  unto you, 
T h a t ye shall n o t divine ;
A nd the  sun shall go dow n over 

the  prophets,
A nd th e  day  shall be dark  over 

them .
— Micah, I I I ,  5, 6



208 THE THEOSOPHIST DECEMBER

A nd m any nations shall com e, and  
s a y :

Com e, and  le t us go up to  the 
m ountain  of the  L ord ,

A nd to  the house of the G od of 
J a c o b ;

A nd he will teach of his ways,
A nd we will walk in his paths.
F o r the  law  shall go forth  of Z ion, 
A nd the  w ord of the L o rd  from 

Jerusalem .

A nd he shall judge am ong m any 
people,

A nd rebuke strong nations, afar off, 
A nd they shall beat the ir swords 

in to  plough-shares,
A nd the ir spears in to  pruning- 

h o o k s !
N ation  shall no t lift up a  sword 

against nation ,
N either shall they  learn  w ar any  

more.
B u t they  shall sit every m an under 

his vine,
A nd under his fig-tree,
A nd none shall m ake them  afra id  : 
F o r the  m outh  of the  L ord of 

hosts hath  spoken it.

— Micah, IV , 3, 4

THE NEW TESTAMENT

A nd I saw heaven opened, and  
behold, a  w hite horse, an d  he th a t 
sa t upon him  was called F aith fu l 
and  T ru e  ; an d  in righteousness he 
doth  judge and  m ake war. H is  eyes 
were as a flam e of fire, and  on his 
head  were m any  crowns ; and  he

had  a  nam e w ritten  th a t no m an 
knew b u t he h im se lf ; and  he was 
clothed with a  vesture d ipped  in 
blood ; an d  his nam e is called, T h e  
W ord  of G od. A nd the arm ies 
which were in heaven followed him  
upon w hite horses, clothed in fine 
linen, w hite an d  clean. And 
out of his m outh  goeth a  sharp  
sword, th a t w ith it he should sm ite 
the nations ; and  he shall rule them  
with a  rod of iron ; and  he tread- 
eth the  w inepress of the fierce
ness an d  w rath of A lm ighty God.

— Revelation , X IX , 11-15

A nd ye shall hear of w ars and  
rum ours of wars. See th a t ye be 
no t tro u b le d ; for all these things 
m ust com e to p a s s ; bu t the  end is 
not yet. F o r nation  shall rise 
against nation , and  kingdom  against 
k ingdom ; and  there shall be fam ines 
and  pestilences and  earthquakes, 
in divers places. All these are  the 
beginning of sorrows.

T h en  shall they  deliver you up 
to be afflicted, and  shall kill you ; 
and  ye shall be ha ted  of all nations 
for m y nam e’s sake. A nd then 
shall m any  be offended, and shall 
betray  one another, and shall hate  
one another. A nd m any false 
prophets shall rise, and  shall deceive 
m any. A nd because in iquity  shall 
abound the  love of m any shall wax 
cold. B u t he th a t shall endure unto  
the end, the sam e shall be saved. 
A nd th is gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world
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for a  w itness unto  all n a t io n s ; and  
then shall the end come.

— Matthew , X X IV , 6-14
T h is  charge I com m it un to  thee, 

son T im othy , according to the  
prophecies which w ent before on 
thee, th a t thou by them  m ightest 
war a  good w arfare ; holding faith, 
and  a  good conscience ; which some 
having p u t aw ay concerning faith  
have m ade shipwreck.

— 1st Eft. to Timothy , I, 18, 19

N o m an th a t w arreth entangleth  
him self w ith the  affairs of this life ; 
th a t he m ay please him  who hath  
chosen him  to be a  soldier. And 
if a  m an also strive for m asteries, 
yet is he no t crowned except he 
strive lawfully.

— 2nd Eft. to Timothy , I I , 4-5
F rom  w hence com e wars and  

fightings am ong you ? Com e they 
no t hence, even of your lusts th a t 
w ar in your m em bers ? Ye lust, 
and  have n o t ; ye kill, and  desire 
to have, and  canno t o b ta in ; ye 
fight and  war. Y et ye have not, 
because ye ask not.

—James, IV , 1-2
A nd there was w ar in heaven ; 

M ichael an d  his angels fought 
against the dragon ; and  the dragon 
fought an d  his a n g e ls ; and  they 
prevailed not, neither was their 
place found any m ore in heaven. 
A nd the  g reat dragon was cast 
out, th a t old serpent, called the 
devil and  S a tan , which deceiveth 
the whole w o rld ; he was cast ou t

in to  the earth , and  his angels were 
cast ou t w ith him .

—Revelation, X II , 7-9

T hese  shall m ake w ar w ith the 
L am b, and  the  L am b  shall over
com e them  ; for he is L o rd  of 
lords and  K ing of kings ; and  they 
th a t a re  w ith him  are  called  and  
chosen an d  faithful.

— Revelation, X V II, 14

AL QURAN
The great Scripture of Islam dis

tinctly says in many places : “Take up 
the sword against the unbelievers, when 
they have attached and persecuted you."

O you who b e liev e ! when you 
m eet those who disbelieve m arch 
ing for war, then  tu rn  no t your 
backs to  them .

A nd whoever shall tu rn  his back 
to them  on th a t day— unless he 
tu rn  aside for the  sake of fighting 
or w ithdraw  to a com pany— then 
he, indeed, becom es deserving of 
A llah’s w rath, an d  his abode is 
h e l l ; an d  an  evil destination  shall 
it be.

So you did  no t slay them , bu t 
it was A llah who slew them , and  
you d id  no t sm ite when you sm ote 
(the enem y), bu t it was A llah who 
sm ote, an d  th a t H e  m ight confer 
upon the  believers a  good gift from 
H im se lf ; surely A llah is H earing, 
Knowing.

T his, and  th a t A llah is the weak- 
ener of the struggle of the  unbe
lievers.
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S ay  to those who disbelieve if 
they  desist, th a t which is p as t shall 
be forgiven to  them  ; and  if they 
return , then w hat happened  to  the 
ancien ts has already  passed.

A nd fight w ith them  until there 
is no m ore persecution and  religion 
should  be only for A lla h ; b u t if 
they  desist, then  surely A llah sees 
w hat they  do.

A nd be not like those who cam e 
forth  from • the ir hom es in g reat 
exultation  and  to  be seen of m en, 
and  (who) tu rn  aw ay from  the  way 
of Allah, and  A llah com prehends 
w hat they do.

T h is  is because Allah has never 
changed a  favour which H e has 
conferred upon a  people until they  
change their own .co n d itio n ; and  
because A llah is H earing , Knowing.

A nd if they  incline to  peace, 
then  incline to  it and  tru st in 
A lla h ; surely H e  is the  H earing, 
the Knowing.

O P ro p h e t! urge the believers 
to  w a r ; if there  are tw enty  pa tien t 
ones of you they  shall overcom e 
two hundred , and  if there  are a 
hundred  of you they shall overcom e 
a  thousand  of those who disbelieve, 
because they  are  a  people who do 
not understand .

— Chap. V II I ,  15-18, 38, 39, 47,
53, 61, 65

A nd (as for) those who fly in 
A llah’s way and  are  then slain or 
die, A llah will m ost certain ly  g ran t 
them  a  goodly sustenance, and

m ost surely  A llah is the best G iver 
of sustenance.

H e  will certain ly  cause them  
to en ter a  place of en trance which 
they shall be well p leased w i th ; 
and  m ost surely A llah is K now 
ing, F orbearing .

H is  is w hatsoever is in the 
heavens and  w hatsoever is in the  
e a r th ; an d  m ost surely A llah is 
the Self-sufficient, the P raised .

— C hap. X X II, 58, 59, 64
So when you m eet in b a ttle  those 

who disbelieve, then  sm ite the necks 
until w hen you have overcom e them , 
then m ake (them ) prisoners, and  
afterw ards either set them  free as 
a favour or le t them  ransom  (them 
selves) until the w ar term inates. 
T h a t (shall be so) ; and  if A llah 
had  pleased H e  would certain ly  
have inflicted retribu tion  on them , 
but th a t H e m ay try  som e of you 
by m eans of o th e rs ; and  (as for) 
those who are  slain in the way of 
Allah, H e  will by no m eans allow 
their deeds to perish.

H e  will guide them  and  im prove 
the ir condition. A nd cause them  
to en ter the garden  which H e .h as  
m ade known to them .

A nd those who believe s a y : 
W hy  has not a  chap ter been re 
vealed ? B u t w hen a  decisive chap 
ter is revealed, and  fighting is 
m entioned therein , you see those 
in whose hearts is a  disease look 
to you w ith the look of one fain ting 
because of death . W oe to  them  
then ! — C hap. X L V II, 4-6, 20



“THE GREAT WAR” OF ANCIENT 
INDIA

BY A N N IE B ESA N T

(Mahabhdrat, or the “ Great War,” which began a great coun
try’s long Crucifixion in order to bring about for that country a great 
Resurrection)

T E T  us take the historical d ram a, 
^  the setting  of the g rea t teach 
ing. Ind ia  had  passed through 
a long cycle of greatness, of pros
perity. S'ri R am acandra  had  ruled 
over the land  as the m odel of 
the D ivine K ingship th a t guides, 
shapes and  teaches an in fan t 
civilization. T h a t  day had  passed. 
O thers had  com e, feebler to  rule 
and  guide, and  m any a conflict had  
taken place. T h e  g reat K sa triya  
caste had  been cu t down alm ost to 
the root by the  A vatara Paras'u- 
ram a, R am a of the a x e ; it had  
again grown up, strong and  vigor
ous.

A WORLD MODEL

In to  th a t Ind ia  the new m an i
festation  cam e. In  th a t p ast of her 
story, th e  first offshoot of th e  g reat 
A ryan R ace had  se ttled  in the  
no rthern  parts  of Ind ia. I t  had  
there served as the m odel, the  world- 
m odel, for a  nation. T h a t  was its 
function. A religion, em bracing 
the  heights and  depths of hum an 
thought, able to teach the ryot in 
his field, able to  teach the philos

opher and  the  m etaphysician  in 
his secluded study, a  w orld-em 
bracing religion, had  been pro
claim ed through the lips of the 
Rsis of th is first offshoot of the 
R ace. N ot only a  religion, b u t also 
a  polity, an  econom ic and  social 
order, p lanned  by the  wisdom of 
a M anu, ruled a t first by th a t 
M anu H im self. N o t only a  relig
ion an d  a  polity, bu t also the 
shaping of the individual life on 
the  w isest lines— the successive 
V arnas, the successive A s 'ram as; 
the  stages of life, in the  long life 
of the individual, were m arked in 
the  castes, and  each caste-life of the 
em bodied Jivatm a reproduced in 
its m ain principles, in the individual 
life, the  A s'ram as through which 
a  m an passed between b irth  and  
death . T h u s perfectly  though t out, 
thus m arvellously p lanned, th is in 
fan t civilization was given to  the 
R ace as a  world-m odel, to  show 
w hat m ight be done w here W isdom  
ruled and  L ove inspired.

T h e  word spoken out by th a t 
ancien t m odel was the  word Dhamna 
— D uty, F itness, R ight O rder.

211
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G radually , like all things hum an, 
it deterio rated , and  grew weaker 
and  weaker. I t  h ad  done its work, 
in building up  for the w orld a  model, 
from which the  younger nations of 
the world m ight take w hat parts  
they could, and  build them  into 
their own civilizations.

PREPARING TO BE A 
WORLD-SAVIOUR

A nother function, grander, divin
er, m ore wonderful, was now to 
com e to  the sacred E aste rn  L and , 
and  it was to  prepare it for th a t 
function th a t S 'ri K rsna w rought 
ou t the  change. Ind ia , th a t had  
been a  w orld-m odel of ordered du ty  
in her divinely-m oulded peoples, 
was in the far-off fu ture— which 
to  H is divine eyes was no t d istan t, 
for w hat is d istance to  the D eity  
to  whom p as t and  fu tu re  are  but 
one eternal present ?— to serve not 
as world-model but as World- 
Saviour ; th a t is the key to the 
la te r events.

N o nation  m ay com e to  such 
high office save by tread ing  the 
valley of the  shadow  of death , and  
by drinking to  the  very dregs the 
b itte r cup of hum iliation ; for th a t 
S'ri K rsna cam e— to m ake it possi
ble, and  to m ake it inevitable. N o 
hands less loving than  those of an  
A vatara  m igh t s ta r t the  Indian  
nation  on the  path , the  b itte r  path  
of hum ilia tion  and of suffering. 
A nd this dom inates— as you will 
see if you read  H is  life-story care

fully— this dom inates H is  policy 
righ t through. H e  never swerves, 
H e never changes. All H is work, 
into which H e  throw s H is m a tch 
less power, is guided by th is fa r
sighted, unswerving, changeless 
will. T h e  changeless will is there, 
in w hatever veil of m aya H e  m ay, 
for the  tim e, enw rap H im self. H e 
wills to shape this land, this race, 
to be a  W orld-Saviour.

W h a t does the  shaping  m ean ? I t  
m eans first hum ilia tion  afte r h u 
m iliation. W ho  can look back to  her 
as she existed in th e  splendour of 
her past, and  see her E m press of 
the world of sp irit and  of m ind, 
w ith her trip le crown of spiritual 
knowledge, of in tellectual power, 
and  of prosperity  unbounded, and 
then, looking around  today, see 
her discrowned, w ithout tears, 
tears of the  very heart, m ore 
like to drops of blood ? A nd yet, 
the L o rd  of L ove on K uruksetra 
m ade th a t very destiny possible 
which today we s e e ; nay, m ade it 
inevitable. H e  broke in to  pieces 
the h ard  wall of steel, w rought of 
the swords of her K satriya  c a s te ; 
H e  slew them  by the ir own sharp  
swords, this, the  m igh ty  L o rd  of 
All, for H e  had  com e as tim e of 
d o o m :

Time am I, laying desolate the 
world,

Made manifest on earth to slay 
mankind!

Not one of all these warriors rang
ed for strife

Escapeth death (The Gita, xi, 32).
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THE CRUCIFIXION
T h e  hour had  struck ; the  swords 

of the K satriyas shivered against 
each o ther in fratric idal strife. T h e  
bodies of the  K satriyas were left 
corpses on the p lain  of K uruksetra. 
T h e  struggle for a  kingdom  resulted 
in th e  dissolution of two kingdom s, 
and  m odern Ind ia  was born. T h e  
forehead w ith the trip le  crown was 
cast down into the  dust, so th a t the 
destroying waves of invasion m ight 
sweep over her tim e afte r tim e. 
A lexander cam e, an d  sw ept over 
the northern  lands, and  his arm ies 
rolled back again  to  G reece, en
riched w ith eastern  thought. S till 
b itte rer the  passion, still m ore cruel 
the  hum iliation, when wave afte r 
wave of the  northern  A sian nations, 
from M ongolia, from T urkestan , 
holding the  fiercest form of the  
faith  of Islam , the  Islam  of the 
sword no t of the pen, rolled over 
her and  strove to overwhelm  the 
faith  of the  H indu  people, and  the 
M ogul th rone was set up on the 
very site  where Y udhisth ira had  
reigned. L a te r  still, one E uropean  
nation a fte r ano ther p layed  w ith 
the dice of w ar an d  com m erce for 
the ru ling of Ind ia . H er em bank
m ents were gone. N o w arriors or 
arm am ents, however heroic, were 
strong enough to  stem  the  flo o d ; 
the waves of the ocean of invasion 
swept from  coast to coast and sub
m erged the  whole. I t  was the hour 
of her passion, of her crucifixion 
am ong the  nations.

L ifted  high upon her cross of 
pain, jeered  a t  an d  mocked, derided 
and  scorned, her robes of beau ty  the 
spoil of the  contem ptuous soldiery, 
she has hung  there  dying, these 
m any hundred  years. B u t when 
you have told of the  hum iliation 
and  the  passion, of the  crucifixion 
and  the  wounding, you have told 
only half the  sto ry  of a  W orld- 
Saviour ; for afte r the  passion com es 
the  resurrection, as inevitably  as 
day  follows night. A nd if you look 
w ith clear-eyed vision, unblinded 
by the  tears  provoked by th a t story  
of the  hum ilia tion  an d  the passion, 
you will see th a t as each wave of 
conquest swept ever the land, it 
fertilized the  land, it d id  no t really  
destroy  it. A nd each wave, on roll
ing back, carried  back with it som e
th ing  wherew ith to  fertilize its own 
land, and  le ft in In d ia  som e new 
thought, som e fresh idea, som e 
treasu re  to  enrich her ever-growing 
thought. A destructive flood it 
seem ed, when you looked a t  it from 
th e  ou ter side of invasion. A fertil
izing flood it was known to  be, 
looked a t  from the  inner side, like 
the  N ile th a t floods E g y p t so th a t 
all the land  seem s drowned, b u t on 
th a t flood the  crops of the com ing 
season depend. F o r does no t the 
A vatara  guide the world, and  out 
of seem ing evil, H e  brings unceas
ing good. A nd because H e loves, and  
is wise as well as loving, w ith un 
sw erving hands H e  guides H is 
chosen through the valley of m isery

4
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an d  the  hell of hum iliation, in order 
tha t, purified by suffering an d  
enriched by the  experience gathered  
from m any nations who cam e to 
m ingle w ith her own, the W orld- 
Saviour m ight arise glorious on the 
m orning of resurrection, to shed 
new light over the whole world, in 
stead  of the light being shed on one 
nation  only.

SRI KRISHNA'S DIVINE WISDOM

Such was the  m eaning of the  
com ing of S 'ri K rsna, and  such the  
work th a t the A vatara saw before 
H im , and  w ith unchanging will 
steadfastly  carried  out. B u t herein 
lies for us ano ther lesson, for we 
observe th a t in carrying out the 
end, H e never forgot or failed to 
use the  m eans which R igh t O rder 
dem anded a t the  tim e.

D o you rem em ber how, before 
the  battle-day  daw ned, S'ri K rsna 
w ent to the court of the K ing 
D hrtarastra , an d  how w ith H is  
m atchless eloquence, H is golden 
tongue, H e pleaded  there for peace? 
You rem em ber how H e  called D ur- 
yodhana, how against his obstinacy 
H e m atched  H is patience, an d  
against his m ad folly H is  own sweet 
w isdom ; how m ild H is words, how 
tactfu l H is suggestions ; nay, when 
all else had  failed, even a  partia l 
unveiling of H is  form  as Is'vara, 
in order th a t H e  m ight strive to the  
u tterm ost to  carry  conviction to  the 
hearts  opposed to  H im  and  bent on 
fata l war.

So m any efforts for peace, and  
yet H e  knew th a t w ar was inevita
ble. Such striv ing afte r the u n a t
ta inable , such endeavourings to 
bring  abou t th ings which would 
have frustra ted  H is own m ission. 
H ow  strange th a t seems to  our 
purb lind  eyes. B u t how necessary, 
and  how wise when we begin to  see. 
F o r although H e  knew th a t those 
efforts would fail in the purpose of 
the m om ent, though H e knew th a t 
w ar was inevitable and  H im self 
willed th a t war, and  was resolute 
to bring it about, none the  less H e 
knew th a t du ty  m ust be perform ed, 
and  it was H is  d u ty  as p a trio t and  
as sta tesm an  to  strive for peace 
with every hum an power H e  pos
sessed.

H e  knew in H is  divine wisdom 
th a t the  value of effort does not lie 
in the im m ediate  success, as success 
m ay be counted  by you a n d  m e ; 
th a t efforts, d irec ted  to  noble ends, 
are never lost, bu t are an  ever- 
accum ulating  force, an d  th a t the 
fu ture success could no t work itself 
ou t correctly  and  perfectly, if one of 
those efforts were lacking, if one 
of those struggles were no t m ade. 
H e knew the  secret of all action. 
H e knew th a t righ t action  is no t 
w rought by the  wise for the  im 
m ediate  and  apparen t fru it of ac 
tion ; th a t righ t action ought a l
ways to  be perform ed, even though 
inevitable failure waits to m eet it, 
and  H e  well knew th a t a ll those 
efforts of H is were forces, energies,
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necessary to bring about the u lti
m ate result in w hat is still to  us the 
far-off future. T hose efforts for 
peace m ade by S 'ri K rsna, fru s tra t
ed as they seem ed to be a t  the 
tim e by the wilfulness of D ur- 
yodhana, those efforts are  p a rt of 
the energies th a t are m aking for 
peace universal in the fu ture, when 
the need for the lessons of w ar will 
be over, and  the  w hite wings of 
peace will brood over a  world a t 
rest.

THE STORY OF ARJUNA

N ow  to  the story, the b ird ’s-eye 
view having been taken. A rjuna, 
when the  day of ba ttle  daw ned, 
seated  in the w hite-horsed chariot, 
w ith the C hario teer D ivine beside 
him , felt his h eart fail him , as well 
it m ight. F riends on e ither s ide ; 
relatives arrayed  under hostile b an 
ners; nay, his old teachers, B hlsm a, 
D rona, and  the rest, ranged  against 
him  and  guiding the enem y’s a rm s ; 
w hat h eart would no t fail in such a  
conflict of du ty  ? T here  m ust be a  
ba ttle  w ithin the heart to  be fought 
out before the b a ttle  of K uruksetra, 
and, as th is b a ttle  raged, he was 
ill a t  ease, despondent, confused as 
to  dharm a.

W h a t ought he to do ? W as 
kingship sufficient rew ard for the 
slaying of the loved ones ? W ould  
the crown sit soft upon the  brow 
when the  heart was broken ? N ay, 
with true  prevision, he saw  th e  
heavy burden of misery aw aiting

conqueror as well as conquered, 
the  shadow  of the  com ing day, 
when, in the em pty  C ourt, he would 
seek in vain  for th e  faces of his be
loved kinsm en, the  playfellow s of 
the  dear childish d a y s ; th a t shadow 
descended in its obscurity  and  dark 
ened his loving heart. “ H ow  shall 
I kill these ?” he cried, “ m y G urus 
how shall I slay  ? B e tte r to  e a t the 
beggar’s crust as exile, than  to  slay 
these G urus high-m inded, these 
relatives beloved. M y very food 
w ould ta s te  of blood” ( I I ,  4, 5).

A nd his whole argum ent was a  
reasonable a rg u m e n t; his ideas of 
caste-confusion, his ideas of the 
g radual decay of dharm a, w hich 
w ould inevitab ly  follow the slaugh
te r on K uruksetra, were all correct. 
H isto ry  has justified th e m ; his fore
bodings have proved t r u e ; dharm a 
has d e c a y e d ; caste-confusion is 
here. H is  vision was not, then , a  
b linded vision, only it did no t see 
far enough. H e saw th e  im m ediate 
fu ture clearly, d istinctly , rightly. H e 
understood th a t he was engaged 
in a  work which m ean t ruin for 
In d ia ; th a t he knew, though he could 
no t see beyond th e  Ind ia  of the 
m o m e n t; the  m ightier Ind ia  which 
was to  be born of the  b irth-throes 
of the ru in  was beyond his ken.

WHAT HE HAD TO LEARN
Whence hath this dejection befall

en thee in this perilous strait, ignoble, 
heaven-closing, infamous, O Arjuna? 
Yield not to impotence, O Partha! It
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doth not befit thee. Shake off this 
paltry faint-heartedness. Stand up, 
Parantapa (II, 2, 3).

W hy th a t strong  rebuke ? B e
cause the  plan, the  schem e, of Is'- 
vara  m ust be carried  out, a t  w hat
ever cost for the  m om ent, by those 
who are H is  agents in the  work. 
H e  was to  understand  th a t form s 
lose life, b u t th a t the  S p irit d ieth  
never, and  th a t when th e  work of 
the  form is over, it  is well th a t it 
should be sha tte red  in to  pieces ; 
th a t only when the  S p irit shapes 
for itself new form s can the  larger 
unfolding take place. H e who 
hesita tes to  destroy th e  form  when 
its work is done knows no t the  
power of the  L ife  th a t is the bu ild 
er, an d  shall continue to  build  in 
days to  come.

Entrenched in egoism, thou think- 
est, “ I will not fight ” ; to no purpose 
thy determination; nature will con
strain thee. O son of Kunti, bound 
by thine own duty born of thine own 
nature, that which from delusion thou 
desirest not to do, even that helplessly 
thou shalt perform (XVIII, 59, 60).

W h a t does th a t m ean ? I t  m eans 
th a t in the g rea t crisis of a  na tion ’s 
fa te  when the  L ord , m ounted  on 
the  p o tte r’s wheel, is tu rn ing  the  
wheel of history, no hand  m ay then 
avail to s tay  i t ;  th a t those who 
have chosen the  lead ing  parts  by 
countless choices in the ir past, 
have generated  a  force of karm a 
behind them  which they, in the ir 
p resent bodies, are  unable to resist,

and  th a t the K sa triya  blood which 
ran in the veins of A rjuna, the  
power also of physical heredity  
from generations behind him  who 
had  done K sa triya  du ty  face to  
face w ith the foe, would carry  him 
aw ay even against his presen t wish, 
against his presen t heart, against 
his presen t w il l ; the  m ighty  power 
of the  inborn n a tu re  created  by his 
past would carry  him , despite his 
present self, in to  the m idst of an  
opposing arm y, and  helplessly he 
would fight, constrained  by his 
own past. B u t if he fought in th a t 
way, evil was it for him . T h e  plan 
of Is 'vara indeed would be carried  
o u t ; the  po tte r’s wheel revolving 
would not stop ; the  L o rd  m ounted  
there could no t be checked by the 
m inute power of A rjuna on K uru- 
ksetra. B u t for A rjuna, forced 
helplessly in to  the  struggle, ill in 
deed would it be if, en trenched  in 
th a t egoism of the  m om ent’s feel
ing, he still persisted, “ I will no t 
fight.” “ If from egoism thou wilt 
no t listen, thou sh a lt be destroyed 
u tte rly ” (X V III , 58).

T h ere  is G od’s purpose and  m an’s 
co-operation, told you in a  few sen
tences. T h e  g rea t p lan  you cannot 
c h a n g e ; the opportun ity  is given 
you to co-operate ; but, if driven by 
your past to  co-operation and  re
sisting in the present by egoism, by 
thinking yourself the  acto r instead  
of yielding yourself as a  tool in the 
g reat D ram a tis t’s hand, you sa y : 
“ I will no t fight; I will no t do m y
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d u ty ; I will no t perform  m y task” ; 
then, in spite of the unw illing per
form ance, you shall be u tterly  de
stroyed ; for your present choice is 
then to fail in your duty , and  the 
inner choice determ ines the  fu ture 
as the  p ast choice the present. T h e  
plan shall be trium phan t, b u t the 
egoism in w hich you took refuge 
shall destroy you, even while you 
are forced into outer obedience to 
the plan.

T h u s  to  A rjuna was m ade the 
G rea t U nveiling, and  his a ttitu d e  
to  the  ou ter world is changed. 
A rjuna understood. L isten  to  his 
last words : “ D estroyed is m y delu
sion. I have gained knowledge 
through T h y  grace, O Im m utab le  
One. I am  firm, m y doubts have 
fled away. I will do according to 
T h y  w ord” (X V III, 73). H e  had  
lea rn t w hat h istory  m eans. H e had  
lea rn t the  place of the p lan  an d  the 
place of the actor. H e  realized 
th a t it was no t he a t  all who 
w rought, save as the  tool of the 
All-wise, of the  A ll-lov ing ; no 
longer he though t of friends or 
enem ies, no longer he though t of 
personal ties, of personal a tta c h 
m ents. In  th e  w onder of th a t 
w orld-unveiling teaching, he real
izes the  one L o rd  who moves all, 
who works ever for the best, by the 
shortest possible road ; and, seeing 
th a t, he throw s him self joyfully  a t 
H is feet to  do according to  H is
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word. “ D estroyed is m y delusion.” 
“ I will fight.”

THE LESSON FOR ALL AGES

A nd so in all history, if only we 
can see arigh t in the  h istory  around 
us as in the h istory  of A rjuna  on 
K u ru k se tra ; if we can learn  the 
sp irit of the  G rea t U nveiling, the 
m eaning  of the  L ife  behind the 
veil an d  of the little  lives on this 
side, the ir co-operation, th e ir re la
tions the  one to  the  other, then  in 
every struggle we can throw  our
selves on the  righ t side, an d  fight 
w ithou t doubt, w ithou t illusion, 
w ithout fear, for the  W arrio r who 
really  fights is doing all, and  we 
are  bu t the  cells in H is  body, with 
our wills harm onized  in to  unity  
w ith H is. T h e  clearing aw ay of 
illusion is necessary, in o rder th a t 
ac tiv ity  m ay no t be paralyzed  by 
doubt, the  m ost fa ta l enem y of 
action. D oub t saps virility, vam - 
pirizes the  m ind. N ecessary, ab 
solutely necessary, as a  stage to 
knowledge, it  breaks the  healthy  
link betw een though t and  action 
when it is unduly  prolonged, and  
becom es a  h ab itu a l atm osphere. 
“T h e  . . . doubting  self goeth to 
destruc tion ; nor th is world, nor 
th a t beyond, nor happiness, is there 
for the  doub ting  self” (IV , 40). 
“ T herefore fight” is the constan t 
refrain. U nderstand  in order th a t 
you m ay  act.



SHIFTING THE CENTRE OF GRAVITY
BY  G EO R G E S. A R U N D A L E

T W A N T , if I can, to try  to 
A convey to  you som ething of 
w hat I conceive to be the  sp len
did  outlook of the E lder B re th 
ren with regard  to the whole of 
the  situa tion  in which the  world 
finds itself a t  the p resen t tim e. 
T h ere  is a  very g reat danger lest 
so m any of us rem ain  in th a t 
m atter-of-fact, or so-called “ fact,” 
condition in which the world, as 
a  whole, generally  resides, so th a t 
it  becom es im possible for us to 
rise ou t of the o rd inary  situations, 
ou t of our m inds, ou t of our 
average em otions, in to  the  g rea t 
surgings of power which the  E ld er 
B reth ren  release in such a  tim e 
as this. M y fear is a  lack of re
sponse, no t a  lack, perhaps, of 
willingness to do the best th a t can 
be done, bu t a lack of capacity  
to  perceive in tim ately , intuitively, 
th a t w hich is the  will of the  E ld er 
B rethren , and  to  do w hat one can 
to  bring th a t will down through 
oneself into one’s rela tions w ith 
the  ou ter world.

INTUITING THE MASTERS' WILL
If  only we could rem em ber th a t 

w hich we know elsewhere, if only 
som e in tim ation  could be ours of

1 From an address to Adyar residents,
October 1939.

the splendid R ealities, if only more 
of us had  im agination, to  say  
noth ing  of in tu ition , we should be 
able to  be very valuable servants 
of the E ld er B reth ren , we should 
in tu it and  im agine T h e ir  W ill, and  
we should be ab le to face the 
world w ith our tru ths, or ra ther 
w ith T h e ir T ru th s, w hich m ust be 
spoken a t all costs.

You and  I are  not dom inan tly  
subject, I wish to  say w ith all em 
phasis, to  the judgm en t of the  world, 
we are  no t eventually  concerned 
with w hat people m ay th ink  of us or 
of our opinions. W e  are  suprem ely 
sub ject to the will, the judgm ent, of 
the E ld e r B rethren , and  th a t is a fa r  
different th ing  from being subject 
to the  judgm en t of public opinion. 
W e have to lift up public opinion, 
not to allow it to rem ain a t the 
level a t which it is.

So is it th a t you and  I, with 
our T heosophy and  our m em ber
ship of T h e  T heosophical Society, 
m ust perm eate the public opinion 
of the  world a t  all costs an d  change 
it, and  even though public opinion 
m ay ridicule and  reject us, even 
though public opinion m ay laugh 
a t us and  regard  us as entirely  
lacking in com m on sense and  in a 
factual perception of the world
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situation , le t us rem em ber th a t the 
strength  of T h e  T heosophical 
Society  does no t depend upon the  
ex ten t to  which it reflects public 
opinion, bu t upon the ex ten t to  
which it reflects the  opinion and  
will of the  E ld e r B rethren.

H ow  often a m em ber will say 
to  m e : “ If you will say  and  do 
such and  such a  thing, the world 
will approve, and  th is will help the 
m em bership of our Society .”

W e are  not concerned to have 
an extensive m em bership. W e are 
m uch m ore concerned to have a 
virile m em bership, a  m em bership  
which is true  to  B rotherhood. W e 
m ight well have too m any m em bers 
of the  ord inary  kind, in T h e  T h eo 
sophical Society, m em bers who 
“ take the ir tim e” from the  world 
and  n o t from T ru th .

THEIR PLAN FOR INDIA

N ow  th a t is a  little  prelim inary  
note to  tell you the  reason why 
in th e  series of lectures w hich we 
are abou t to  give in the G okhale 
H all (M adras), the first lecture is 
en titled  “ In d ia ’s H o u r H as S truck .” 
T h ere  is far m ore significance in 
th a t than  will a t first sight appear, 
far m ore than  you probably  will 
think, b u t the significance will 
certain ly  be fully and  freely d is
closed when the lecture is delivered.

W h a t I w ant to  im press upon 
you, w hat has been to ld  to me, 
and  w hat I w ant you to  realize, if 
you can, is th a t in saying th a t

In d ia ’s hour has struck, w hat is 
in tended  to  be conveyed is th a t the 
opportun ity  com es to India once 
m ore th a t the  C entre  of the w orld’s 
G rav ity  shall be shifted from  the 
W est to  the  E as t. T h e  C entre  of 
G ravity , as you know, has for long 
been in the  W est, as is right, as is 
n a tu ra l, as is in accordance w ith the 
g rea t rhy thm  of life. B u t the  tim e 
has com e, if Ind ia  is able to  take 
advan tage of it, and  to throw  her
self behind it, for the  C entre  of 
the  w orld’s life to be shifted  a t 
least tem porarily  to the E a s t from 
the W est. T h e  whole world needs 
th a t shifting, and  th a t sh ifting  she 
shall have if In d ia  can s tan d  the 
strain , an d  if the Ind ian  people are 
w orthy of it.

A lready  during  the course of the 
la s t w ar th a t opportun ity  was d im ly 
shadow ed forth, though it was not 
spoken about, so far as I am  aw are. 
T h e  opportun ity  was lost. M es
senger afte r m essenger cam e from 
the  E ld e r B reth ren  to Ind ia  to 
awaken her. M essenger a fte r m es
senger was rejected. T he  fact is 
there, and  you m ust no t allow your 
love of M other Ind ia  to blind you 
to  the fact, or you will love her 
less wisely. T h e  fau lt undoubted
ly also lies with the  W est, bu t I am  
no t concerned with the W est for 
the  m om ent.

OUR PART TO HELP THAT PLAN

I am  concerned w ith the im 
m ense im portance of energizing
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In d ia  to  be ready  to  m ake herself 
th e  noble setting  for th a t g rea t 
C entre  of Force, which should sh ift 
for the  tim e being from  the  W est 
to  the  E ast. T h a t is w hat I m ean 
by saying th a t India's hour has 
struck.

W hen  d id  the  C entre  of G rav ity  
shift from  th e  E a s t to  the W est ? 
I t  is for you to discover th a t, and  
be able to  te ll the world when it 
was th a t the C entre  of G rav ity  sh ift
ed from  E a s t to W est for the p u r
pose of the  unfoldm ent of w estern 
civilization.

India's hour has s truck ; and  it 
depends so largely  on m em bers of 
T h e  T heosophical Society  as to 
w hether they will rise to  the occa
sion, or as to  w hether, as those notes 
are  sounding and  boom ing forth, 
they  rem ain deaf. I t  is easy to allow 
one’s ears to  be filled an d  deafened 
w ith the noise of th e  ou ter world. 
B u t it is th is m em bership of T h e  
Theosophical Society which is in 
tended  to aw aken us, to  open our 
ears to  the R eal, and  open our eyes 
to  perceive the  T ru th . A t such a 
tim e as this, if we are  going to  re
m ain  w ithin the  sm all m easures of 
our present incarnations, it  will be 
a long tim e before our ears will be 
able again to  hear, or our eyes will 
be able again  to  see.

I wish I could say these things 
as they are suggested to m e by those 
who have au thority . I wish each 
one of us could w ithout exception 
realize these g reat C osm ic Surges,

these trem endous T ru th s, and  bring 
them  down, an d  send them  forth to 
energize life around  us. T h is  is a  
tim e, rem em ber, when m agically 
through the  W ill of the Forces th a t 
m ake for R ighteousness we can be 
freed from th e  lim itations of tim e 
and  en ter aw hile into the  W hole
ness of the E te rn a l. O n every oc
casion th a t a  flash of E te rn ity  d e
scends upon us, we can see as never 
we have been ab le to  see before, we 
can hear as never we have been 
able to  hear before, we can speak 
as never we have been able to  
speak before, ju s t as we can act as 
we have never been able to  ac t be
fore, because the  D ivine B lessing 
is upon us.

N o one m ust continue his o rd in
ary  everyday life, as he has been 
prone to  lead  it. H e  m ay have his 
work to  do, his living to  earn, bu t 
he has o ther th ings to  do as well. 
H e  m ust no t allow his body, his 
em otions, his m ind, to  rem ain 
le tharg ic  when he should be a  ver
itab le  m essenger of the  E lder 
B reth ren  to whose agentsh ip  and  
service he is dedicated  and  conse
cra ted  unconsciously when he joins 
T h e  Theosophical Society, and  
consciously w hen he takes p a rt in 
the  Inn er L ife.

A CLARION CALL

Now I will read  to  you w hat 
occurred to  m e during  the  course of 
the night. I t  m ay  no t be com plete 
or entirely  accurate , b u t I regard  it
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as a  clarion C all to  all who have 
the  courage to  dare  :

We must dare to say and to do 
that which Governments may be un
able to say or do save in the most 
general terms.

We must say that when we fight 
for freedom, we fight for India’s free
dom and for China’s freedom, and for 
freedom and justice wherever they are 
denied.

We must say that we fight for the 
due freedom of the animal kingdom.

We must say that we fight for the 
freedom of culture from the tyranny of 
vulgarity, for the freedom of beauty 
from the tyranny of ugliness, no less 
than for the freedom of peace from the 
tyranny of war.

So long as a single cry is raised 
from any living creature in agony be
cause of cruelty inflicted on it, there 
must be war, there shall be war, to 
right even that single wrong.

One cry from a creature however 
insignificant is enough to call forth a 
war of retribution, for there is no sin 
against God more evil than cruelty.

Today the cries for justice arise 
in their millions and hundreds of mil
lions, and from those who are as help
less as they would be trustful.

The ears of humanity are deaf to 
the cries and their eyes are blind. Still 
does selfishness and narrow self-in
terest sway the minds of men.

What are we fighting for even 
now:

For the peace of human beings 
alone, for their prosperity and happi
ness alone, and for the peace alone of 
those among them who are round 
about us ?

In high places they talk of the peace 
of Europe. India talks of her freedom 
alone. And there are those who are

5

trying to limit that freedom to Poland 
and Czechoslovakia—A lb a n ia  and 
Abyssinia they do not mention. Even 
the Jews seem to have been forgotten. 
We hear little about their freedom.

And we hear naught as to the free
dom of the animals, as to their freedom 
from cruelty.

BUT WE MUST DARE TO 
SPEAK OF ALL THINGS.

Theosophists must dare to speak 
the Truth and the whole Truth, for the 
whole Truth must he spoken when half- 
truths are in danger of prevailing. And 
if Theosophists and other true human
itarians will do their utmost, it shall 
mark the beginning of the end of all 
that stands in the way of the shining 
forth of the Supreme Truth of Uni
versal Brotherhood.

T h a t is w hat I th ink  I have heard, 
and  I feel I know th a t, so far as our 
wiser breth ren  are  concerned, there 
is no w ar against any particu la r 
country. T here  is a  w ar against u n 
righteousness. T h is  W a r  m ust be a  
w ar of the  peoples of the world 
against unrighteousness everywhere, 
be it the  unrighteousness as set 
forth  in the  spirit of H itle r or in 
the  person of H itler, or be it u n 
righteousness in any  o ther form. 
Som e of us m ust speak the whole 
tru th , the tru th  th a t th is W ar is a 
w ar against cruelty, and  we m ust 
fight against cruelty  everywhere and  
in all its forms. I t  is no t enough to  
fight for E u ro p e’s freedom . I t  is not 
enough to  fight for In d ia ’s freedom , 
for the freedom  of C hina. F o r all 
those things we should and  m ust 
fight. B u t our suprem e dedication
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as agents of the  E ld e r B re th ren  is 
to  reflect T h e ir  a ttitu d e , which is 
the a ttitu d e  of w arriors, fighting 
against wrong w herever it m ay be.

OUR KNIGHTHOOD

L e t us no t trouble ourselves as 
to  the reception which the  call we 
m ay give is likely to  receive. O ne 
of m y breth ren  a  very short while 
ago suggested th a t if I would in 
clude in m y call a certain  appeal,
I should be regarded as supporting 
H itler. W h a t do I care w hat 
people m ay say, provided I feel 
w ithout a  doub t th a t w hat I am  
saying or doing is w ithin the  W ill 
of the H ierarchy , so far as this 
particu lar channel of m yself is con
cerned. W h o  shall say  th a t w hat 
I am  pu tting  forth before you is 
T h e ir  W ill for you ? I t  is T h e ir 
W ill for me, so far as hum an frailty  
allows m e to  judge. I believe it 
is T h e ir  W ill for all, bu t I have no 
righ t to  assum e this.

W e  m ust all draw  nearer to the 
will of the E lder B reth ren . W e m ust 
all m ake a definite determ ination  
to  co-operate w ith it. W e m ust 
no t be absorbed in  our ordinary  
lives, our o rd inary  avocations. W e 
m ust take the K ingdom  of H eaven, 
so close to  us as it is today, by 
storm , through our eagerness and  
enthusiasm . A nd none are m ore 
welcome in to  T h e ir K ingdom  of 
H eaven  than  those who take it by 
storm  and  refuse to  be left ou t of 
it, who are  in ten t indeed on being

servants of the E ld er B rethren. 
T h is  is a  tim e when the  E ld er 
B reth ren  need every single servant 
T h ey  can have. I am  speaking to 
each one of you when I say, le t all 
th a t is less in you, all th a t is usual, 
go. L e t it go, even though you 
have your duties to  perform  and  
m ust perform  them . B u t a t least 
justify  your m em bership  of T h e  
T heosophical Society  and  of all 
o ther sp iritual m ovem ents by en ter
ing in to  the K ingdom , and  by re
tu rn ing  therefrom  w ith th a t ac 
colade of knighthood w hich m akes 
you one of T heirs  in this outer 
world. W e do no t gain it ju s t by 
being m em bers of T h e  T heosoph
ical Society.

T h is  is a  tim e when we should 
take occasion to retire w ithin our
selves and  ded icate  ourselves to 
th is work like which there has 
been no o ther work since the last 
war, and, perhaps, not even then. 
M ay we not th ink  th a t the E lder 
B reth ren  are determ ined  tha t, while 
th is W a r  cannot hope to  be the 
last war, the in tensity  of fu ture 
wars shall be m inim ized, and  we 
shall m ake the  m ajority  which a c t
ively fights for the R igh t even 
g reater than  it is a t  the present 
tim e.

T h ere  is too m uch for w ar to do 
for th is w ar to  be the last, civiliza
tion is not sufficiently advanced for 
this to be the last war, only those 
who do not understand  could for 
a  m om ent im agine th a t th is is the
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last w ar the world is going to 
have, there m ust be m ore war to 
come.

T o d ay  nation  afte r nation  is s tu lti
fying itself by rem ain ing  neutral. 
W hen  the  next w ar com es there 
will be fewer nations so stu ltify ing  
them selves. So m any nations are 
concerned with the ir own affairs, 
w ith preserving them selves instead 
of en tering  into th is W a r for R igh t
eousness which I presum e they do 
not perceive as such. B u t you 
m ust see how m uch m ore difficult 
it m akes the situation . However, 
we m ust take the neu tra lity  s itu 
ation as it is.

A WAR OF MANY FRONTS

W h a t I would say to  every n a 
tional— neutra l or belligerent— is : 
A t least you m ust fight in this 
W ar on one of its fronts. T here  
is the Polish front. T here  is the 
Czechoslovakian front. T here  is the 
A ustrian  front. T here  is the wider 
front which includes A byssinia and 
A lbania. T h ere  is the front of 
Ind ia. T here  is the  front of C hina. 
T h ere  is the fron t of w ar against 
cruelty  to  anim als, against cruelty  
to  all our younger brethren. On 
w hat front will you fight ? Som e 
of us m ay fight on all fronts w ith
out exception. Som e of us m ust 
be everyw here as befits agents of 
the E ld e r B rethren . B u t if you 
cannot be everyw here a t least in 
sp irit on all fronts, a t  least wJiere 
are you fighting ? T h a t is m y chal-

m

lenge to  you as m em bers of T h e  
T heosophical Society. Where are 
you fighting ? I t  is a  w ar of m any 
fronts.

All of you in In d ia  should be 
able to  fight for In d ia ’s freedom . 
E very  Ind ian  should be active for 
his M otherland  in these days on one 
or ano ther of In d ia ’s F reedom  
fronts. O n which o ther fron t are 
you fighting also ? F ig h t ! T h a t  is 
the  challenge to  us all.

W e m igh t well change those 
splendid words of N urse Cavell, 
“ P atrio tism  is no t enough,” into 
“S ym pathy  is no t enough.” If  we 
are  in touch in any wise w ith the 
sp irit of R ighteousness which is 
surging through the  world, we shall 
feel stirring in us the  urge to do 
som ething, to  fight som ewhere. I t  
m ay be th a t old age will p revent us 
from m oving abou t on the physical 
plane. T h ere  is p len ty  of support 
to  be h ad  from  a g e : the streng th  
of the will, the streng th  of one- 
pointedness, the  strength  of d e te r
m ination , the  very exam ple of a 
life nobly lived.

OUR OPPORTUNITY

T his  is the  tim e. W h a t are  we 
doing ? India's hour has struck. 
T here  is occasion for the  g rea t 
C entre of the  w orld’s G rav ity  to 
sh ift from  the W est to  the E a s t. In  
the  E a s t and  in the  W est we and  
others like us throughout the world 
should be w orthy of m em bership of 
T h e  T heosophical Society, should
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be available to  help the  E ld e r 
B reth ren , as T h ey  m ay say : “ T h e  
m em bership  of T h e  T heosophical 
Society  w hich we conferred upon 
you a t such and  such a  tim e—such 
is the seed w hich W e planted. Now 
is the  tim e for th a t seed, having be
com e a  bud, to  flower into its sp len
dour,, and  to  send forth  th rough
ou t the  w orld the fragrance of its 
ded ication .”

T h is  is a  g rea t tim e. L e t us 
becom e g rea t in th is g rea t tim e. 
I t m ay  well be th a t in the  im m e
d ia te  fu ture we shall not be able to 
rem ain upon the  heights into which

we have ascended through the 
m agic of the E ld e r B reth ren  and  the  
opportunities of the  w orld crisis. 
B u t we shall no t rem ain in the  
levels on which we ordinarily  have 
functioned, if in som e wise the  
E te rn a l is aw akening in us. W h a t 
then is your relation to these g reat 
tim es ? Are you rising in to  them  ? 
W ill you be able to  say a t  the 
close of your lives th a t the  C entre 
of G rav ity  d id  shift, and  th a t you 
played your little  tiny  p a r t in the  
sh ifting?  In d ia ’s hour d id  strike, 
and  you heard  and  obeyed the  
strik ing ?

INDIA—LAND OF THE GREATER LIGHT
India is the Land of the Greater Light, the very East of the world, 

and she must shine again as she has shone aforetime but has not shone 
for centuries.

In this time of war, let India herself declare the nature of its Pur
pose, and call the world to understand its Purpose and to achieve its ends.

Let India’s Voice speak the word of Universal Peace. Let India’s 
Voice be heard above the clashing clamour in the West and in the East.

Let the Land of the Greater Light bring the whole world to the 
dawning of a new Hope.

Thus, let India enter not only into her own Freedom, for so she 
must if she is to ascend to the measure of her mountain standards, 
but let her proclaim that Freedom is the Birth-right of the world.

Thus, let India call the world, as she alone can call it, to die 
from out the Sign of Might forever, and to be reborn under the Sign of 
everlasting Brotherhood. Thus, let India’s Voice be vibrant through 
the world and mighty for the Right.

Let her Voice be heard in the cause of all peoples and nations 
which are not heard because the world is afraid to hear.

Let her Voice call the whole world out of its crucifixion in un
righteousness into a resurrection in Universal Righteousness.

It is the time for the East to speak, and indeed will she be heard, 
for the Centre of the world’s Gravity is moving from West to East. 
And India shall be the Voice of the East singing through the world 
and calling it to its Redemption.

O India ! Land of the Greater Light ! May thy Light
IRRADIATE THE DARKNESS OF THE WORLD.



THE GREAT WAR OF 1914-18*
BY  C  W . L E A D B E A T E R

J U S T  now the m inds of m en are 
full of the  g reat W ar, and  

w herever we go they ta lk  of little  
else. So it is im portan t th a t we, 
as m em bers of T h e  Society, should 
know how to  look a t the W a r  as 
p a rt of a  g reat cosm ic m ovem ent—  
th a t we should understand  som e
th ing  of w hat is really going o n ; 
because it is only when we under
stand , th a t we can take absolutely 
a  sane view, falling neither into 
weakness on the  one hand, nor into 
vindictiveness on the  other. W e 
m ust try  then to  com prehend— to 
see the g reater plan. W e  m ust no t 
le t ourselves be swept aside by per
sonal p re ju d ic e ; we m ust no t be 
swayed by  sen tim en tality  on the one 
side nor by passion on the other, bu t 
we m ust try  to  see w hat is really  
happening, and  therefore w hat is 
the d u ty  and  w hat should be the 
a ttitu d e  of one who wishes to help 
intelligently.

GOOD AND EVIL FORCES 12000  
YEARS AGO

W e know th a t there are  forces 
which work against evolution as 
well as those which work in favour 
of it. W e  know th a t there  is fre
quently  a  sm all, even a  personal

1 From The Theosophist, February 1916.

struggle, tak ing  place between these 
forces over individuals, and  som e
tim es over w hat seem  qu ite  sm all 
things. B u t we know also th a t now 
an d  then  g rea t w orld crises arise, 
where good an d  evil set them selves 
against one ano ther in serried  a r 
ray, and  hum anity  is influenced by 
these powers and  driven in to  tak ing  
p a rt on one side or another. T h e  
la s t occasion on w hich so g rea t a 
w orld-struggle took place was in 
A tlan tis  som e 12,000 years ago—  
ra th e r longer perhaps, nearly  13,000 
years ago. T h ere  was a  g rea t fight 
then  between those who were on 
the  side of good an d  those who 
were on the side of selfishness.

W e m ay read  som ething of the 
action of the  L ords of the  D ark 
F ace  in A tlan tis  in The Secret 
Doctrine. M adam e B lavatsky  de
votes m uch tim e and  energy to  ex
pounding the ir line of work. W e 
m ust try  to  understand  th a t there 
m ay be people who are  doing w hat 
to  us seem s absolutely  evil, an d  yet 
they  m ay th ink  th a t the  line which 
they  are  tak ing  is no t evil, b u t in 
th e  long run, good. I t  is true  th a t 
when they say “ in the  long run, 
good,” I th ink  they  generally  m ean 
good for th em se lv es ; bu t these 
L ords of the D ark  F ace  had  their

225
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own view of evolution, and to them 
selves they justified  it, m uch along 
the  line in w hich m any people in 
these days try  to  justify  the  action 
of Judas Iscario t on the  ground 
th a t he was m ore anxious than  the 
rest th a t the  M aster’s glory should 
be shown forth  to  the  world, and  
so he p u t his M aster in a  position 
where he thought th a t H e  must 
show forth  H is glory. H ow ever in 
credible it m ay seem , th a t view 
is gravely p u t forw ard by som e 
writers.

T h e  L ords of the D ark  F ace  in 
A tlan tis were in tensify ing them 
selves as separa ted  beings against 
the  stream  of evolution. W e hold 
(and  because our M asters hold it, 
we th ink we are  righ t in hold
ing it) th a t the Logos in tends us 
to  work w ith H im  tow ards the 
production of g reater unity. T h e  
black m agician would tell us th a t 
the  Logos sets up  this curren t in 
order th a t we m ay strengthen ou r
selves by fighting against i t ; an d  
although we do not believe tha t, 
we can see th a t it is a  possible view, 
an d  th a t the  m an who takes it will 
no t live a t  all as we do. W e th ink 
th a t he is v itally  in error, th a t he 
is allow ing him self to  be clouded 
by the lower s e l f ; still you see he 
tries to ju stify  his position by a  
certain  line of argum ent. I t  is no t 
necessary to suppose th a t those 
L ords of the  D ark  F ace  were doing 
evil for evil’s s a k e ; bu t they held 
w hat we consider a  wrong and

selfish view as to the final ideas of 
the  Logos. I have m yself heard  
som e of the ir successors of the  pres
en t day  s a y : “ You people th ink 
you know w hat G od m e a n s ; your 
M asters hold these views, and  of 
course you follow T hem . B u t we 
have a different view ; we are follow
ing the trad itions of a very ancien t 
school and  we contrive to  hold our 
own fairly  well.”

In  A tlan tis th is  a ttitu d e  led, 
am ong the o rd inary  and  com m on
place followers, to extrem e selfish
ness and  sensuality, to general 
unscrupulousness and  irresponsibil
ity. So it cam e about th a t there 
was a  vast revolution against the 
R uler of the G olden G ate, and 
practically  the good and  evil forces 
which are  always seeking to influ
ence the world found physical 
expression in th a t g reat series of 
battles in A tlantis. In  th a t case 
the m ajority  of the  population was 
distinctly  on the side of evil, and  
the evil won. B ecause the evil 
won, it was necessary, m ore than  
one thousand  years afterw ards, to  
whelm th a t g reat island of Posei
don is beneath  the  w aters of the 
A tla n tic ; and  sixty-five million 
people died within tw enty-four 
hours in th a t g rea t cataclysm .

THE SAME SOULS IN 1914

T his tim e once m ore the  forces 
of good and  evil have m aterialized 
them selves here on the physical 
plane, and  the  m ighty contest has
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com e down again to  th is level. R e
m em ber, we are  the sam e people 
who were in A tlantis, and  it is 
probable th a t we took our p a rt in 
the  struggle— w ith the m inority, le t 
us hope— yet perhaps som e of us 
w ith the m a jo r i ty ; it is a  long 
tim e ago, and  we cannot be certain .

I tru st devoutly th a t we were all 
on the righ t side in th a t s tupen
dous struggle in A tla n tis ; but, how
ever th a t m ay have been, a t  least 
the very sam e people are having 
the ir chance again  now, bu t th is 
tim e the  m ajority , thank  H eaven, 
is on the  side of the  good, and  the  
good will win. T herefore we m ay 
hope to  avoid for som e thousands 
of years to  com e a  cataclysm  on the 
trem endous scale th a t sank Posei- 
donis. B u t i f  the evil won, the 
cataclysm  would fo llow ; it must 
follow, for the D eity  in tends th a t 
hum an ity  shall evolve, an d  if pa rt 
of hum an ity  deliberately  casts i t
self ou t of the line of evolution, 
th a t p articu la r set of bodies and 
m inds m ust be wiped out, and 
m ust begin again  under o ther 
conditions.

A CONFLICT OF OPPOSING IDEALS

W e m ust no t think, if we can 
help it (I know how h ard  it is to 
help it) th a t all the  people who 
fight on the side of the evil are 
necessarily wicked people. T hey  
are not so in the  le a s t ; they are 
victim s of a m ighty  obsession— an 
obsession so trem endous in its

pow er th a t if you a n d  I h ad  been 
subjected  to  it we too m ight no t 
have seen our w ay clear through 
it and  com e out of it u n s ta in e d ; 
who can tell ? T housands and  
thousands of people, as good as 
we, have not com e through it 
satisfactorily . T h e  power behind 
which is con trary  to  evolution can 
and  does seize upon a  whole nation  
an d  obsess it and  influence it. I t  
is true  th a t it cannot do th a t (just 
as is the  case with individual obses
sion) unless there is in the obsessed 
som ething or o ther which responds. 
B u t if there  be in any  nation  a 
m ajority , or even a  powerful m inor
ity, which—perhaps through pride, 
perhaps through grossness and  
coarseness, through no t having 
opened up sufficiently the love side 
of the nature , through having given 
them selves too entirely, too un 
scrupulously, to developing in te l
lect— is already  in th a t condition 
of ready  response to evil, then the 
rest of the  nation, the w eaker people, 
are  sim ply swept along with them , 
an d  they cannot see stra igh t for 
the  tim e. W e m ust try  to  realize 
tha t.

I t  was hoped th a t the F ifth  
R oot-R ace would s tand  as a  whole, 
or a t any  ra te  th a t the  fifth sub
race would s tand  as a  whole. A nd 
the  hope was nearly  realized. T h e  
Pow ers th a t s tand  behind hum an 
evolution worked long through 
T h e ir  pupils to prevent this c a ta s
trophe. W hether those Powers knew
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all the  tim e th a t the  labour would 
no t achieve its end, I cannot tell. 
W e  som etim es th ink  of T hem  as 
knowing beforehand all th a t will 
h a p p e n ; w hether T h ey  do or not, 
I know not, b u t a t  least it is certain  
th a t in m any cases T h ey  work m ost 
earnestly  to produce certain  results, 
and  to give to  m en certain  oppor
tunities. T hrough  the  failure of 
hum an ity  to  take  the  chances of
fered, the results m ay no t then  be 
a tta ined . T h ey  are alw ays event
ually a tta ined , b u t often they are  
postponed  for w hat to  us seem s an  
enorm ous tim e. T h e  G rea t D eity  
of the solar system , the  Logos H im 
self, knows perfectly  all th a t will 
happen , and  knows who will take 
his chances an d  who will not. 
T h a t  we m ust believe ; w hether all 
who work under H im  also know 
th a t, we canno t tell. C ertain ly  
I know th a t a  g rea t conflict be
tw een good and  evil forces has been 
long im pending over us. I know 
also th a t it need no t have taken  
precisely the  form  it has taken, if 
only som e of those to  whom g reat 
opportunities w ere offered had  risen 
to the  level of those opportunities 
an d  had  taken  them .

Som e have taken them . T h is  
m ighty  B ritish  E m p ire  has been 
form ed and  has been w elded to 
gether by bonds of close affection 
in a  way in which no E m pire  has 
ever been un ited  before. T h ere  
was a  huge R om an E m p ir e ; bu t 
it was self-interest, the  R om an

peace, an d  the  power of R om e 
which held th a t together. I t  was 
no t the love for Rom e of those 
subject races a t  all. T h ere  have 
been o ther vast E m pires in the 
past, b u t they were held together 
by force, no t by love. B u t w hat 
else th an  love holds this E m pire  to 
gether ? E ngland , the little  M other 
S ta te , has no wish to  coerce it. 
O nce she did, under u tte rly  m is
taken direction by an obstinate  
K ing an d  a  foolish M inister, try  
to  coerce the  A m erican colonies. 
T h e  only resu lt of th a t was th a t 
nearly  half of w hat should have 
been the E m pire  is no t p a rt of it 
now, though it  is being bound 
closely to  it by o ther ties. I t  
should have been all w ithin this 
one g rea t E m p ire ; th a t was the 
plan, b u t the  s tup id ity  of m an 
overthrew  th a t p a rt of it. E ng land  
has m ade no la te r effort to  coerce 
the far m ightier D om inions a t 
tached  to  her. She has left them  
perfectly  free ; yet they are  bound 
to  her m ore closely now th an  they 
ever were before.

I t  was hoped th a t the  o ther n a 
tions which belong to  our sub-race 
would join in a  g reat confederation. 
A m erica and  E n g land  have been 
draw n closely together, so th a t w ar 
between them  is now scarcely 
th in k a b le ; and  the  hope was th a t 
S candinav ia  and  G erm any would 
have com e in to  a  sim ilar friend
sh ip ; b u t G erm any would not com e 
in. T h e re  has been for m any years
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a  curious an d  undesirab le form 
of national sp irit arising  in th a t 
country . T here  is p len ty  of lite ra 
tu re  on the subject. R ead  the  
G erm an  lite ra tu re , an d  you will 
see perfectly  well th e  d irection in 
which for forty  years and  m ore its 
people have been going. B ecause 
of the ir in tense pride, because of 
the  teaching  of b ru ta lity  and  of 
force, of blood and  iron  instead  
of the  law  of love, they  have la id  
them selves open to  th is dreadful 
obsession, an d  som e of the  g rea t 
L ords of the D ark  F ace  have again  
taken  the ir p lace am ong them .

BISMARCK

P rince  B ism arck  was such an  
one, as M adam e B lavatsky  told us 
long ago. W hile  he was still alive 
he la id  h is p lans for the  subjugation  
of E urope. L o n g  ago M adam e 
B lavatsky  explained to  us th a t he 
had  considerable occult knowledge, 
and  th a t before th e  w ar w ith F ran ce  
in 1870 he had  travelled  physically  
to  certa in  points to  the  north , the 
south, the  east and  the  w est of 
F rance, and  h ad  there cast spells 
of som e sort, or m ade m agnetic 
centres, w ith  the  object of p reven t
ing effective resistance to  the  G er
m an arm ies. U ndoubted ly  the 
F ren ch  collapse a t the tim e was so 
com plete and  unexpected th a t it 
seem ed to  need some unusual ex
p lanation .

In  th e  course of the  work of the 
invisible helpers on the  battle-field  

6

I have several tim es encountered  
an d  spoken to  th e  P rince, w ho 
n a tu ra lly  w atches w ith the  keenest 
in terest all th a t h a p p e n s ; an d  som e 
m onths ago I h ad  an  in teresting  
conversation w ith him . Speak ing  
of the  W ar, he said  th a t if we were 
servants of th e  H ierarchy  an d  
students of O ccultism  we m ust 
know th a t G erm any  was in  th e  
right. O ne of our party , becom ing 
som ew hat ind ignant, replied th a t 
all the rest of th e  w orld was w illing 
to  be a t peace, th a t G erm any  h ad  
m ade an  unprovoked a ttack , a n d  
had  caused all th is awful carnage, 
an d  was therefore en tirely  in th e  
wrong. B u t the  P rince  sa id  :

“ N o n o ; you do no t u nder
stand . T h is  is a  struggle w hich 
h ad  to  com e—a  struggle betw een 
the  forces of law  an d  order, science 
an d  culture on th e  one hand, a n d  
on the  o ther those of d isorder a n d  
license, and  the degrading  ten d en 
cies of dem ocracy.”

W e m ain ta ined  th a t we a lso  
loved law and  order, science and  
culture, b u t we w ished along with 
them  to  have liberty  and  progress. 
T h e  P rince  w ould have none of 
such id e a s ; he declared  th a t de
m ocracy cared  no th ing  for culture, 
b u t w ished to  d rag  everybody 
down to a  com m on level, and  th a t  
the  lo w e s t; th a t it  desired law  
to  rob and  restra in  the  rich, b u t 
itself w ould obey no la w ; th a t it 
had  no conception of liberty  u nder 
law  (which is the only  true  liberty)
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b u t desired a  trium ph  of u tte r  law 
lessness, in which selfish m ight 
should  rule, and  only those should 
be restrained who wished to  live 
a n d  work as free m en. F u rth er, 
he said  th a t if we ourselves served 
th e  true  inner G overnm ent of the  
w orld we m ust know th a t it is the 
very  opposite of all dem ocratic 
theories, an d  th a t therefore it  is 
G erm any , and  no t E ng land , who 
is fighting for the  ideals of the 
h ierarchical G overnm ent.

“W hich ,” h e  asked, “ is nearer 
to  the true  ideal of a  K ing— our 
K aiser, who holds his pow er from  
G od  alone, or your K ing  G eorge, 
who can strike ou t no line of his 
own, whose every action  is lim ited  
by his m inisters and  his parliam ent, 
so th a t he can do no real good ? 
A nd  the  F rench  P residen t, w hat 
is he bu t th e  scum  m om entarily  
throw n to th e  top  of a  boiling m ass 
o f corruption ?”

W e were m ost ind ignan t a t  such 
a n  insult to  our brave Allies, b u t 
we could no t b u t ad m it th a t there 
w as a  m odicum  of tru th  in som e of 
h is rem arks. W e  tried  to  tell h im  
th a t, though we shared  his u tte r 
d isbelief in the  m ethods of dem oc
racy, we though t it  a  necessary 
in term ed iate  stage through which 
th e  world h ad  to  pass on its w ay to  
a  nobler freedom , because a  schem e 
(however good) which was forced 
upon a  people could never lead  to 
its u ltim ate  evo lu tion ; b u t th a t m en 
m ust learn  to  choose the  good for

them selves w ith open eyes, to  re
nounce the ir b ru ta l selfishness, no t 
because they  were driven to  do so 
a t  th e  po in t of the  sword, bu t be
cause they  them selves had  learn t to  
see th e  higher w ay and  the  neces
sity  th a t each should control h im 
self for the  good of all.

T h e  P rince  w as absolu tely  un 
convinced ; he said  th a t our p lan  
was U topian , an d  we could never 
bring th e  canaille to  understand  
such considerations— th a t the  only 
w ay to  deal w ith them  was the 
m ethod of blood an d  iron, forcing 
them  for the ir own u ltim ate  good 
(and m eantim e for our convenience) 
in to  the  life which we who were 
w iser saw  to  be best for them .

1 fear we m ust ad m it the  P rince’s 
claim  th a t m an as a  w hole is no t 
yet fit for freedom  ; b u t he can 
never becom e fit unless he is a l
lowed to  try  the  experim ent. O f 
course a t  first he will go w rong 
ju s t as often as he will go right. 
W e shall have an  in term ediate  
period when th ings are  no t a t all 
as they  should be, when they are  
no t by any  m eans as well m anaged 
as they  would be under a benev
olent despotism . N evertheless we 
shall never get m en to advance un 
less we leave them  a  certain  am ount 
of freedom . W e  m ust pass through 
th is unlovely stage of dem ocratic 
m ism anagem ent, in order to get a  
tim e when the  governm ent of the  
people will be the  governm ent of the  
best. A t p resen t frankly it is n o t
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th a t. A ristocracy m eans govern
m en t by the  best; dem ocracy m eans 
governm ent by the people. W e 
hope for a  tim e when dem ocracy 
and  aristocracy  will be one. W e  
expect to  reach th a t by  our sys
tem  ; we should never get there 
along th e  line of m ilitary  despo t
ism. T h a t is the  real fundam ental 
po in t a t  issue ; so we see th a t th is 
W a r is essentially  one of principles.

GERMANY'S OBSESSION

If  any  should be inclined to  doubt 
th a t a  whole nation  could be so ob
sessed from  behind, a nation  w hich 
has a  g rea t deal th a t is beautifu l 
in its  p ast history , w hich has p ro 
duced som e very  fine people— if 
any  should be disposed to  doub t 
tha t, le t him  take and  read  the 
official G erm an  s ta tem en ts. . . . 
R em em ber all the  horrors of the  
sinking of th e  Lusitania  an d  re
member. how th a t g rea t G erm an  
nation  w ent m ad  w ith joy  over 
the s laugh ter of non-com batan ts, 
of helpless w om en and  children. 
E xcep t by th a t theory  of obsession 
how  can  we account for it ? M any 
of us have known people of th a t 
nation . W ere  they  such people as 
w ould have agreed to  any th ing  of 
th a t kind ? O f course they  were 
n o t ; no m ore th an  you and  I. 
U nquestionab ly  it is true  th a t the  
powers from behind are w orking 
through th ese  people now.

If  th is  had  n o t been ; if the .fifth 
sub-race had  all com bined together

to  present a  perfect front, we should 
still have h ad  a  conflict, b u t i t  
w ould have been with som e tre 
m endous uprising of the m uch less 
developed races— perhaps an o th er 
a tte m p t such as A ttila  m ade to  
overrun E urope. T h e  evil w ould 
have expressed itself, bu t i t  w ould 
have been am ong the backw ard 
nations. I t  is a  g reat v ictory  for 
the  powers th a t s tan d  for darkness 
th a t they  could take  a  na tion  sup
posed to  be in the  forefront of 
civilization, and  tw ist th a t to  th e ir 
ends.

W e m ust no t th ink  th a t all th e  
m em bers of th a t nation  are  w icked 
people. W e  m ust no t le t ourselves 
be b rought down to  th e ir level. 
T h ey  have m ade it  the ir special 
boast to  set up a  s tream  of h a tred  
tow ards us, to  com pose hym ns of 
ha te  an d  teach  them  to  th e  in 
nocent school-children. W e m ust 
no t be led aw ay in to  such foolish
ness as th a t. W e  m ust have no  
single though t of hatred . W e shall 
hear of the  m ost terrib le th ings 
being done, of incredible b ru ta lity  
an d  horror on the ir p a r t ; b u t if we 
wish to  take the  occult po in t of 
view we m ust have no shadow  of 
h a tred  in our h earts  for all th is, 
b u t only  pity.

T h e  tragedy  of Belgium  has 
horrified the  world. I t  has been 
one of th e  m ost terrib le things th a t 
the  w orld has ever known ; b u t th e  
tragedy  of the  m oral dow nfall of 
G erm any  is g reater even th an  th a t
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— th a t such a  g reat nation , w ith 
such possibilities, should sink to 
th is. T h a t  is, in tru th , a  m ore 
aw ful th ing  to  see th a n  all the  
pa in  and  m isery of countless ru in 
e d  hom es. T h a t  a  race which p ro
duced  G oethe an d  Schiller should 
so  fall— surely th a t is a  tragedy  
unequalled  since the  w orld began.

THE SWORD OF THE LORD

T herefo re  n o t ha tred , b u t p ity  
should  fill our m inds. B u t on no 
accoun t an d  under no circum 
stances m ust our p ity  be allowed 
to  degenerate  in to  weakness, or to  
in terfere  w ith our absolute firm ness.

W e  stan d  for liberty , for right, 
fo r honour, an d  for the  keeping 
o f the  p ledged w ord of the  n a 
tion , and  th a t work w hich has com e 
in to  our hands m ust be done, and  
i t  m ust be done thoroughly. B u t 
we m ust do it because we s tand  
on  the  side of the D eity , because 
we are  very  tru ly  the  Sw ord of the 
L ord .

L e t us take  care th a t we do 
n o t spoil our work and  our a ttitu d e  
by  such an  unw orthy passion as 
ha tred . W e  do no t h a te  the  
w ild b east th a t is a ttack ing  our 
children, b u t we suppress it. W e  
do  n o t h a te  a  m ad  dog, bu t for 
the  sake of hum an ity  we shoot 
it. W e  do  no t hate  the  scorpion 
we tread  under foot, b u t we tread  
on  it effectively. T h ere  m ust be 
no though t of hatred , bu t there 
m ust be no weakness. T h ere  m ust

be no sickly sen tim entality  or 
w avering. T h ere  are those who 
clam our th a t the  m ad  dog is our 
brother, and  th a t it is un fra te rna l 
to  shoot him . T h ey  forget th a t 
the m en whom his b ite  would doom  
to  an  aw ful d ea th  are  also our bro
thers, an d  th a t they  have th e  first 
claim  on our consideration. G er
m any  is the  m ad  dog of E urope, 
and  m ust be suppressed a t  all costs. 
“ T herefore fight, O  A rjuna.” R e
m em ber, we are  fighting for the 
liberty  of the  w o rld ; G erm any  itself 
is a  p a r t of th a t world, and  we are 
fighting to  free G erm any  from  its 
obsession.

THE PATH OF WISDOM

L e t us have th a t well in our 
m inds, an d  we shall begin to  see 
w hat is the a ttitu d e  we m ust take 
w ith regard  to  th is  terrib le  w a r ; 
and  if we do our d u ty  unflinchingly 
in m a in ta in ing  th a t a ttitu d e  we 
shall m ake th e  final se ttlem en t in 
finitely easier. W hen  th is is over, 
as it  will be over presently, when 
the  struggle is of the past, there 
will still rem ain  the  afte rm ath . 
T hose am ong the  Allies who have 
ha ted  will find the ir ha tred  tu rn ing  
in to  fiendish glee in the ir v ictory  ; 
but, having allow ed them selves to 
be tu rned  aside from  the  true  view 
of the  struggle, those people will be 
in no condition to  understand  calm 
ly an d  ra tionally  w hat is to  be done. 
I t  is only those who have kept the ir 
heads, who have shown them selves
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philosophers, b u t nevertheless pu is
sa n t soldiers to s tand  and  strike for 
th e  righ t— it is only they  who will 
be able to  judge w hat can  be done, 
and  w hat is best for the  world.

So we who are  Theosophists 
should  hold  a  firm and  steady  
a ttitu d e , and  no t allow ourselves to 
be m isled. T h e  pa th  of w isdom  is, 
as  usual, a  razor edge. W e  m ust 
n o t fall over on one side or the  
o th e r ; we m ust have ne ither w eak
ness no r vindictiveness, b u t a  grasp  
of the  real reasons for it all, and  of 
w hat it is th a t is really  happening.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL

T h e  egos th a t have been sw ept 
in to  th is vortex of h a te  on the  
w rong side of the  fight will com e 
back  again  ; they  will recover. I t  
is  indeed a  terrib le  th ing  to throw  
oneself open to  such an obsession. 
T h e y  will have a  long w ay to  climb, 
ju s t  as h ad  those who w ent w rong 
in A tla n tis ; b u t thousands of those 
w ho w ere on th e  w rong side in A t
lan tis  are  on the righ t side now, and  
surely  th a t is an  om en of g reat 
hope for us. T h e  world has ad 
vanced, otherw ise th e  evil w ould win 
again  ; and  th is tim e it  will no t win.

So our a ttitu d e  m ust be one of 
unselfishness an d  of firm a tten tion  
to  duty . B u t we m ust do our du ty  
because it  is our duty , and  not 
because of any personal feeling of 
ha tred , or even of horror. W e 
can n o t b u t feel horror a t  the  awful 
th ings th a t have been done, a t  the

deliberate  w ay they  have been 
justified, a t  the  te rrib le  th ings th a t 
have been said. W e  cannot help 
feeling horror, b u t nevertheless we 
m ust try  to  hold ourselves steady, 
w ith iron determ ination  as to w hat 
is to  be done, b u t y e t w ith  read i
ness w hen all th is is over to  take 
once m ore the  philosophical po in t 
of view.

In  the  m idst of raging selfishness 
le t us try  to  live in u tte r unsel
fishness, le t us be full of trust, 
because we know ; however dark  
an d  difficult th ings m ay be, we 
cling to  the  certa in ty  th a t evo
lu tion is working. W e  w ent down 
in th a t g rea t conflict in A tlantis, 
an d  y e t we never lost our fa ith  in 
the  final trium ph  of good. T h is  
tim e good will trium ph  even in the 
ou ter w o r ld ; bu t rem em ber, victory 
will be achieved only by  the g reatest 
effort, by th e  m ost u tte r  d e term ina
tion, an d  the  m ost thorough fede
ration  an d  tru s t am ong the  people 
who are  chosen to  ru le the  world 
an d  to do the  work.

T o  G erm any  also a  g rea t op 
p o rtun ity  was offered. T o  the  egos 
in carnated  there  an  opportun ity  is 
offered even now of p ro test and  
of m arty rdom . T h ey  have no t taken  
it so far, b u t there m ay yet be those 
am ong them  who will take it. i  
tru s t an d  hope th a t it  m ay be so ; 
th a t there  will be those who will 
shake off th e  n igh tm are of obses
sion, who w ill s a y : “ Kill us if you 
will, b u t we will no t share in these
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h o rro rs ; we will denounce them .” 
T hose  people will earn  a b e tte r 
fa te  than  the ir fellow -countrym en.

THE OTHER SIDE OF WAR

L e t us take  it all as p a r t of the  
developm ent of the  g rea t world. 
T h a t  w ar is an  awful thing, w rong 
an d  wicked in itself, none can 
d o u b t; also th a t it is an  u tte rly  
irrational w ay of deciding a  d isp u t
ed  point. T h e  karm a of the m an 
who provokes a  w ar is m ore ap p a l
ling  than  th e  hum an m ind  can con
ceive. B u t for those upon w hom  
it is forced, as it has in th is case 
been forced upon us, it  m ay be the  
lesser of two evils. S ince it h ad  
to  be, T hose who s tan d  behind and  
d irec t the evolution of the  w orld 
are  unquestionably  utilizing it  for 
g rea t and  high purposes, and  thus 
w ringing good ou t of the very 
h e a rt of ill. H orrific as it is, it 
-has yet lifted  thousands upon th o u 
sands of people clear ou t of th em 
selves, ou t of the ir p e tty  paroch ial
ism into a  w orld-wide sym pathy, 
ou t of selfishness in to  the  loftiest 
altru ism — lifted  them  in to  th e  re 
gion of the  ideal. I t  has raised  
them  a t one stroke m ore than  m any  
lives under ord inary  conditions 
w ould raise a  m an.

R em em ber th a t unselfish and  
aw akened egos are needed a t  th is 
very m om ent for the  sixth sub-race 
w hich is beginning in A m erica an d  
A ustralasia . P erhaps there was no 
o ther way to  get them  in sufficient

num bers and  in a  sufficiently sho rt 
tim e, except through som e g rea t 
world-conflict. B e thankfu l th a t  
.we, a t  least, are  on the  righ t side 
in this. B e thankfu l, you who send  
to  th is g reat W a r  those whom you 
love, th a t the opportun ity  has com e 
to  them  thus to  advance them selves 
in one incarnation  m ore th an  o ther
wise they  could have done in a  
score of lives. You have sorrow 
and  suffering and  pain  as y ou r 
s h a re ; bu t you are  offering th a t 
suffering for th e  freedom  of th e  
world ; and  rem em ber th a t you w ho 
send the  soldier are thereby  also  
tak ing  your p a r t in th e  fight, a n d  
th a t the  very sorrow and  pain 
through which you pass is lifting  
you, ju s t as his devotion to  d u ty  
has lifted  him . M any of those w ho 
die will be w orthy of b irth  in th e  
new Sub-R ace, b u t so also will be 
m any  of the  women who have 
bravely sent forth  the ir nearest an d  
dearest to  answ er to th e ir coun try ’s  
call.

R ealize th a t to  th is g rea t W ar, 
however te rrib le  it m ay be, there  is 
yet the  o ther side— the enorm ous 
good th a t is being done to  ind i
viduals. P e rh ap s  in th e  d is ta n t 
fu tu re  w hen we com e to  look back  
upon it  all w ith  g reater knowledge 
an d  w ith  w ider purview, we shall 
see th a t the good has outw eighed 
all the  frightful evil, and  th a t though  
the  old order changeth, giving p lace 
to  new, it is only th a t G od  m a y  
fulfil H im self in m any  ways.



THE SPIRITUAL RULERS AND WAR
BY  A R Y A  A SA N G A

(The place of War in the evolution of man, as given by H. P. Blavatsky
in The Secret Doctrine)

' T 'H E  ancien t occult m axim , “As 
-*■ Above, so Below,” holds even 

in  the  case of war. E very  w ar on 
-earth, w hether g rea t or sm all, is 
bu t the reflection of the  archetypal 
W ar in Heaven. “ T hese worlds 
a re  all th e  earth ly  duplicates of 
th e ir  heavenly prototypes, the 
m oral an d  tem porary  reflections 
a n d  shadow s of the  m ore durable, 
if  no t e ternal, races dw elling in 
o th e r to  us invisible worlds. T h e  
souls of the  m en of our F ifth  R ace 
derive the ir elem ents from these 
four worlds— R oot R aces— th a t 
p receded  ours. A conflict having 
arisen , called ‘war in heaven’, 
am ong  our pro totypical worlds, war 
cam e to  pass [on earth], aeons 
la ter, betw een the  A tlan teans of 
A siah, and  those of the T h ird  R oot 
R ace” (V, 300).

WARS BETWEEN ROOT-RACES

T h is  w ar betw een the  A tlan teans 
a n d  the  L em urians was succeeded 
by th a t betw een the  A ryans and  
th e  A tlan teans, as it had  been 
preceded  by others since m an’s 
first appearance upon earth , nay 
«even before our sun an d  p lanets

cam e in to  existence. “ In  the  E so 
teric  D octrine, one w ar takes place 
before th e  build ing  of th e  S o lar 
System , ano ther on E a rth , a t  the  
‘crea tion ’ of m an ; and  a  th ird  ‘w ar’ 
is m entioned  as tak ing  place a t  the 
close of the  F o u rth  R ace, betw een 
its A depts and  those of the  F ifth  
R ace, th a t is betw een the In itia tes  
of the  ‘Sacred  Is lan d ’ [Sham ballah] 
an d  the  Sorcerers of A tlan tis” (II, 
137).

A nd in its tu rn  th e  w ar betw een 
the  F o u rth  and  F if th  R aces will be 
followed by th a t betw een the  F ifth  
an d  S ix th  Races, th a t is, betw een 
the  g rea t evil powers of th e  old 
race, assem bled together for a  la s t 
suprem e effort, an d  the  A depts of 
the H ierarchy  w ith the ir faithful 
followers who are  build ing  up  the 
new race. In  these struggles the 
la tte r  are  supported  by  the m ighty  
elem ental forces of the  earth , con
tro lled  and  d irected  by them  for 
the  erad ication  of evil and  the 
prom otion of good. As the M aster
K . H . once w rote to  A. P . S in n e tt: 
“W hen  your race— the fifth— will 
have reached  its zen ith  of physical 
in tellectuality , and  developed the

235
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highest civilization (remember the 
difference we make between mater
ial and spiritual civilizations), un
able to go any higher in its own 
cycle, its progress towards absolute 
evil will be arrested {as its predeces
sors, the Lemurians and Atlanteans, 
the men of the third and fourth 
races, were arrested in their pro
gress towards the same) by one of 
such cataclysmic changes [‘of 
either fire or water’], its great 
civilization destroyed, and all the 
sub-races of that race will be found 
going down their respective cycles, 
after a short period of glory and 
learning” (The Mahatma Letters, 
156-7).

EVERY WAR IS BETWEEN GOOD 
AND EVIL

That which is here said of 
the prototypical struggles between 
Root-Races, has its application 
of course upon the minor struggles 
between sub-races, branchlets of 
these, and further subdivisions till 
we come to the single nations, and 
even the different groupings, class
es and castes within one nation, 
which lead to so-called civil wars. 
War, then, seems an inevitable 
concomitant or factor in evolution 
and human progress. We cannot 
escape it, by its means only can 
man attain final liberation from it. 
All earthly wars are “typified” by 
the “original” W ar in Heaven. At 
least in two chapters of her great 
work, The Secret Doctrine, H. P.

Blavatsky has given us hints about 
the significance of this mystical 
event, and its prehistoric and 
historic applications upon earth. 
These chapters are, “The Origin 
of the Satanic Myth” (III, 377- 
389), and “The Many Meanings of 
the W ar in Heaven” (IV, 60-74). 
We shall quote freely from them.

As a “symbol” and an “allegory” 
of man’s “prehistoric struggles” 
(IV, 74), the W ar in Heaven, as 
well as the wars on earth, signify 
above all “the great battle between 
Good and Evil, between White 
and Black Magic, for the supre
macy of the divine forces over the 
lower terrestrial, or cosmic powers” 
(IV, 63). This is the first and 
most important point to realize— 
that a war, any war, is not merely 
the war of this or that nation, for 
this or that purpose, be it for free
dom from foreign domination, or 
for power to enslave others, for 
colonies and markets, or for spirit
ual values. Economical or political, 
social or religious, every war is 
essentially a fight between good 
and evil, between the animal pas
sions in man and his divine, spirit
ual nature.

THE GREAT ONES' INTEREST 
IN ALL WARS

The W ar in Heaven “ was the 
war between Spirit and Matter. 
This W ar will last till the Inner 
and Divine Man adjusts his outer 
terrestrial self to his own spiritual
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natu re . T ill then  th e  dark  and  
fierce passions of th a t self will be 
a t  e ternal feud w ith his M aster, 
the  D ivine M an. B u t the  animal 
will be tam ed  one day, because its 
n a tu re  will be changed, an d  h a r
m ony will reign once m ore between 
th e  two as before the F a ll” ( I I I ,  
270). “ T h e  W a r in H eaven  is 
shown in one of its significances 
to  have referred  to  those terrib le  
struggles in store for the  C an d id ate  
of A deptship— struggles betw een 
him self and  his (by M agic) personi
fied hum an  passions, w hen the  en 
ligh tened  Inner Man  h ad  to  either 
slay  them  or fa il” ( I I I ,  379).

T h is  sp iritual an d  m ystic fight 
finds its d irec t expressions in the 
hum an  wars, an d  is best illu stra ted  
by the  m yth ic  and  pre-historic 
w ars against th e  L em uro-A tlan- 
teans. T hese  m ay serve as an  ex
am ple  an d  w arning  for our own 
h istoric wars, as well as for those 
s till ly ing hidden in the  w om b of 
the  fu ture, an d  for which we are  
now sowing the  seeds, be they  for 
good or for evil. In  all these wars 
the  M asters take  a  definite part. 
I t  w ould be fa ta l to  th ink  th a t 
T h ey  could be in any  w ay in 
different, or only m ildly in terested  
in them . T h ey  actually  p a rtic i
pa te  in them , for every war, be
sides being a  hum an, is also a  
superhum an con test betw een the 
“Sons of G od” an d  the “Sons of 
the D ark  W isdom ” (IV , 63). T h is  
active in terest of the H ierarchy  in

every w ar is the  second g rea t po in t 
to  be realized.

WHO IS ON THE RIGHT PATH?

O ne of the m any  m eanings of 
the  W a r  in H eaven  is also th a t 
it is th e  record of “ the strife be
tw een the  two classes of A depts, 
of the R igh t and  of the  L e ft P a th ” 
(IV , 70), between “ the  In itia tes  of 
the  tw o Schools” (IV , 66), between 
“ the  Sons of G od an d  the  Sons of 
the  Shadow , of the  F o u rth  and  
F if th  R aces” (IV , 68). “ F rom  to 
w ard the  close of the  F o u rth  R ace 
there h ad  been a  feud  between the 
In itia tes  of the R igh t an d  those of 
the  L e ft P a th ” (IV , 62), an d  its 
cause was “ the system atic persecu
tion  of the  P rophets  of the  R igh t 
P a th  by those of th e  L e f t” (IV, 
71). “T h e  secret teachings show 
m any  A tlan teans who belonged to 
these [two] divisions, an d  there 
w ere strifes and  w ars between them , 
de facto  an d  de jure” (IV , 70). 
“ W ith  the  F ifth , our own R ace, 
the  lunar-so lar w orship divided the  
nations in to  two d istinct an tag o n 
istic  cam ps” (II , 112). “ F o r
9.000 years— the In itia tes  will read
900.000 years— from  the  first a p 
pearance of the A ryan R ace dow n 
to  the  final d isappearance of A tlan 
tis, the  A ryan races [solar] had  
never ceased to  fight w ith th e  
descendants of th e  first g ian t races 
[ lu n a r] . T h is  w ar lasted  till n ea r
ly the close of the  age w hich p re
ceded the  K ali Yuga, and  w as

7
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th e  M ah abhara ta  or G rea t W ar, 
so fam ous in Ind ian  h istory” 
( I I I ,  394).

R igh t and  L e ft P a th , L u n a r and  
S o lar R ace, Sons of L ig h t and  
Sons of D arkness— to  be of the 
one o r to  be of th e  other, th a t 
is th e  choice which all of us a re  
se t every tim e m ankind  is plunged 
in to  a  war. T h ere  is no question 
th a t we can  rem ain  indifferent or 
w hat is called  neu tra l. If  no t im 
m ediate ly  in action, then  still in 
feeling and  though t we cannot b u t 
take  sides, an d  these m ental deci
sions will u ltim ate ly  crystallize in to  
deeds, however long we m ay defer 
them  through fear an d  selfishness 
an d  fallacious reasoning. H ow  the  
“divine instructors” of hum an ity  
“ keep m ankind  from  becom ing one 
half th e  ex term inato r of th e  o ther,” 
we m ay  read  in the  Occult Coin- 
mentaries, w here a  descrip tion is 
given of the  fearful final clash 
betw een th e  L o rds of th e  D azzling 
F ace , or the  A depts of the  G rea t 
W h ite  H ierarchy , an d  the  L ords 
of th e  D ark  F ace, the  g rea t Sorcer
ers of the  passing R ace.

THE CRITERION
“T h e  K ings of L ig h t have d e 

p a rte d  in w rath. T h e  sins of m en 
have becom e so black th a t earth  
quivers in her g rea t , agony. A nd 
th e  ‘G rea t K ing  of th e  D azzling 
F ace ,’ the  chief of all the  Yellow
faced, was sad, seeing the  sins 
of th e  B lack-faced. H e  sent his

air-vehicles to all his brother-chiefs 
w ith  pious m en within, sa y in g : 
‘P repare . Arise, ye m en of th e  
G ood Law . T h e  L o rds of th e  
storm  are  approaching. T h e ir  char
iots are nearing  the  land . O ne 
n igh t a n d  two days only shall th e  
L o rds of the D ark  F ace  live on 
th is p a tien t land . She is doom ed, 
and  they  have to  descend w ith her. 
T h e  nether L o rds of the  F ires  
are  preparing  the ir m agic w eapons. 
B u t the  L ords of the  D ark  E y e  
are  stronger th an  they, th e  E le 
m e n ta l ,  and  they  are  the  slaves of 
the  m ighty  ones. T h ey  are  versed 
in the  h ighest m agical know ledge. 
Com e an d  use yours. L e t every 
L o rd  of the  D azzling  F ace  cause  
the  air-vehicle of every L o rd  of th e  
D ark  F ace  to  com e into his hands, 
lest an y  of th e  Sorcerers should by 
its m eans escape from  the  w aters. 
M ay every Yellow F ace  send  sleep 
from  him self to  m esm erize every 
B lack Face. M ay even they  avo id  
pain  an d  suffering. M ay every m an 
true  to  the S o lar G ods para lyze  
every m an under the  L u n a r  G ods, 
lest he should suffer or escape h is  
destiny. A nd m ay every Yellow 
F ace  offer his blood to  the  speak
ing an im al of a  B lack F ace, le s t 
he aw aken his m aster. T h e  hour 
has struck, th e  black n igh t is ready . 
L e t  th e ir destiny be accomplished.. 
W e  are  the  servants of the  G rea t 
F o u r K arm ic G ods. M ay the  K ings 
of L ig h t re tu rn .’ S ta rs  show ered 
on the  lands of the B lack  F aces ;
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b u t they  slept. T h e  speaking beasts 
kep t qu ie t. T h e  nether L ords w ait
e d  for orders, b u t they cam e not, 
for the ir m asters slept. T h e  w aters 
arose, an d  covered the  valleys from 
one end  of the E a rth  to  the  other. 
W h en  the  L ords of the D ark  F ace  
aw oke and  bethought them selves 
of the ir air-vehicles in o rder to  es
cap e  from  the  rising w aters, they 
found them  gone.” ( I l l ,  422-426).

O ne passage in th e  above stands 
o u t as a  shining m ark, as a  criterion 
o f a  w ar fought on the  side of 
good, as distinguished from  one 
fought on the  side of evil. I t  is 
th e  instruction  from  th e  K ing  to  
his Chiefs, to  tre a t even th e ir m ost 
unscrupulous enem ies w ith  the  u t
m ost m e rc y : “May even they [the 
Sorcerers,] avoid pain  and suffer
ing  ” ; m ay  each be painlessly p a ra 
lyzed, “ lest he should suffer.” 
S uch  a  w ar-policy is in  painful 
co n tra s t w ith som e m odern  war- 
m ethods w hich ruthlessly  kill and  
•destroy so as to  spread  fear and  
Terror n o t only am ong the  enem y’s 
arm ed  forces, b u t also am ong non- 
com batan ts, as well as the  so-called 
neutra ls. I f  from  no th ing  else, it 
is  from  the  w ay in w hich a  w ar is 
w aged th a t  a  good notion can be 
ob ta ined  w hether it is largely fought 
on  the  side of good or of evil.

OUR PRESENT WAR-AIMS
W h a t are  we fighting for in our 

present p ligh t ? W e  are  fighting 
fo r deliverance from  th a t “ T erro r,”

which is th rea ten ing  to  overpow er 
E u rope  first, an d  thereby  la te r  the  
whole world. W h en  speaking of 
th e  C oun t de S a in t G erm ain , “ the 
g reatest O rien ta l A dept E urope 
has seen during  the  la st cen turies,”
H . P . B lavatsky  adds th e  signifi
can t rem ark : “B u t E urope knew 
him  n o t [as such in the  eighteenth  
century]. P erchance som e m ay 
recognize h im  a t the  next Terreur, 
w hich will affect all E urope when 
it comes, an d  no t one country  
alone,” as it  d id  F ran ce  a t  th e  tim e 
of the  R evolution.1 H as  th a t tim e 
now com e ? W e have, as an  after- 
m a th  of the  la st g rea t w ar, seen 
th e  “T e rro r” of un lim ited  d ic ta to r
ship, w orse even th an  th e  m ost 
abso lu te  T sarism  of feudal tim es, 
spread  its sable wings over an d  d ig  
its  red  claws in to  R ussia, G erm any, 
Ita ly , Spain , T urkey , to  keep to  
E u ro p e  an d  the  near E a s t only. 
S hall it  also overpow er F ran ce  an d  
B rita in , the  only bulw arks le ft 
am ong the  g rea ter nations to  s tand  
for liberty , equality  an d  fra te rn ity  ? 
T h a t is w hat we are  fighting for, 
an d  only as we keep th a t in  
m ind  as our “w ar-aim ,” m ay  we 
hope to  recognize an d  follow th e  
A dept who m ay  be sent by  the  
B rotherhood to  lead  us th rough  
th e  presen t T e rro r to  a  b righ ter 
future.

W h eth er th e  fa te  of our own 
R ace in the  days of our decline, 
w hen we shall have to  m ake place

1 The Theosophical G lo ssa ry , p. 309.
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for th e  S ix th  R ace, will be as black 
as th a t of A tlan tis, largely  depends 
upon the  w ars w aged in the  days 
of our rising and  of our greatness, 
upon w hether in these wars we 
know how to  secure definite vic
tories for the  good over the  evil, 
or w hether we achieve no m ore 
than  draw n battles, or even lose 
them  altogether against the  forces 
of the  D ark  Pow ers. T h e  last 
g rea t w ar of 1914-1918 has proved 
in its p resen t consequences to  have 
been only such a  draw n battle , and  
n o t a  clean victory. W h a t we

shall m ake of the  present w ar is 
yet uncertain . B u t w hat we should 
m ake of it  is of course clear— a 
war for righ t an d  tru th  and  friend
ship and  freedom , not for m ight 
an d  treachery  an d  aggression an d  
suppression. T hese  should be our 
“w ar-aim s,” for which we should 
be ready  to  fight till the  b itte r  end, 
and  n o t again  le t ourselves be  
lured  by an  easy peace to  a  half
victory, w hich in the end  will a l
ways prove to  be no victory  a t  alL 
T h a t is the th ird  and  la st g re a t 
po in t to  be kep t in m ind.

What morality requires, true statesmanship should accept.
— B u r k e

In war the moral element and public opinion are half the battle.
— N a p o l e o n

Just fear of an imminent danger, though there be no blow given» 
is a lawful cause of a war. —B a c o n

Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war 
rather than let the nation survive; and the other would accept war 
rather than let it perish. And the war came. —L in c o l n , 1865

War ought neither to be dreaded nor provoked.
— P l in y  t h e  Y o u n g e r

W ar should be so undertaken that nothing but peace may seem  to  
be aim ed at. — C ic e r o

They that fight for freedom, undertake
T he noblest cause mankind can have at stake. — C o w p e r

To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of pre
serving peace. —W a s h in g t o n

Till the war-drum throbs no longer, and the battle-flags are furled
In the Parliament of Man, the Federation of the World.

— T e n n y s o n



WARS OF LIBERATION OF THE 
HUMAN SPIRIT

T T  is n a tu ra l th a t, as civilization 
■** advances and  the voices of the  
m ore advanced  of our race m ake 
them selves m ore heard  through a 
cheap press and  w idespread lit
eracy, we should be a p t to  delude 
ourselves w ith the  idea th a t we 
have passed  beyond the  need of 
w ar an d  its lessons. M ost people 
readily  give a  lip  adherence to  
peace, vehem ently  denouncing w ar’s 
horrors an d  b ru ta l excesses, while 
them selves conten ted ly  enjoying 
the advan tages th a t violence and  
in justice in the  p as t have won for 
them , o r are even now w inning, a t 
the expense of the  sufferings of 
others. N o t so is G od’s justice  
served ; no t otherw ise th an  by 
sacrifice can the  blessings of true  
peace be won, for individuals or 
nations ! *

THE PLACE AND PURPOSE OF WAR 
IN LIFE

T hink ing  of all the selfishness 
and  cruelty  in  average hum an  n a 
ture, th e  to rtu re  of an im als as well 
as th e  explo itation  of the  weak 
everywhere, one m ight despair of 
ever reaching  the  tru ly  “civil” con
d ition  th a t civilization im plies.

BY HELEN VEALE

B u t a  study  of h istory  under th e  
ligh t throw n on it  by T heosophy  
dispels the  despair, showing how th e  
W ise  of all ages have continuously 
laboured, so to  organize govern
m ents and  s ta tes  th a t th e  weak m igh t 
have protection, and  the  m ore b ru t
al be kept in check. If  any govern
m ent proved too weak for th is  
fundam ental hum an need, it  soon 
cam e to  an  inglorious end, a t  th e  
hands of its own subjects, o r alien 
foes, who acted  then  as agents of 
the  h igher powers which control 
destiny. W ith  all the ir shortcom 
ings, governm ents d id  contrive to  
do th is in  the  old days for th e ir  
own people, a t  least, and  it is only 
since religion and  universal p h il
osophy have w eakened th a t  m en 
seem  to  have lost the  pow er of 
choosing, or accepting, wise rulers.

B u t the  fact th a t  th e  lawless an d  
v iolent now seem  to  have o rganiz
ed  and  in trenched  them selves for 
w orld-dom ination only poin ts to  the  
problem  of the ir suppression an d  
control being now a  w orld problem , 
instead  of a  na tional one. T h e  
w orld is ready  for a  g rea t step  for
w ard in civilization, in  w hich such 
pro tection— in m easure— m ust be

241
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secured to  the  w eaker nations as 
used , by m oderately  efficient 
governm ents, to  be secured to  
w eaker citizens of a  s ta te  like E n g 
la n d . T h a t  is no t an  im possible 
ideal, and  can be now achieved if, 
a n d  only if, th e  p resen t s itua tion  
be felt sufficiently in to lerab le  for 
th e  average m an  to  fight and  suffer 
fo r its achievem ent, as m en have 
fought and  suffered in the  p as t for 
th e  sam e end.

Pacifists argue th a t the  sam e 
m a y  be achieved by reason, bu t 
h istory  does no t show it ever as yet 
to  have been so w o n ; an d  when 
a  T heosophist reflects how g rea t a  
d e b t of suffering m en of our age 
ow e for the  cruelties we have sub
s is ted  on, or tac itly  condoned, he 
sees the  L o rd s  of K arm a offering 
them  the  opportun ity  of an  honour
a b le  s e tt le m e n t; even m ore, giving 
them  the  chance of vo lun tary  p ay 
m en t, on behalf of others, of m ore 
th a n  they  im m ediately  owe, so 
jo in ing  the  ranks of the  Redeem ers. 
R eason and  non-violence are es
sen tia l for th e  inner a ttitu d e  of the 
righteous w arrior, b u t as practical 
w eapons they  can only be effective 
ag a in s t a  foe who is him self of a  
reasonable and  non-violent ch ar
acter.

-WARS OF MYTH
I t  is w orth while reviewing the 

g re a t wars in w hich we can see 
princip les a t  stake, and  considering 
th e  results to  m ankind, endeavour

ing to  judge w hether those results 
could have been otherw ise secured.

W h ere  H isto ry  fades in to  M yth 
we rem em ber th e  wars in which 
the  early  A ryans gained  dom ina
tion over decaden t rem nan ts of the 
A tlan tean  powers, as th e  w ar of 
R am a against R avana in Ind ia , of 
H ellenes against T ro jan s  in the  
eastern  M editerranean , an d  the 
labours of all those G reek heroes 
who “ rid  the  lan d  of m onsters.” 
I t  w ould seem  th a t, in the  con ti
nen t of A tlan tis  th e  arm ies of the 
righteous were unable to  check 
those of wrong, so the  m ain  A t
lan tean  civilization h ad  to  be 
w helm ed in destruction , as m ay 
ye t happen  to  E u rope  an d  A m erica 
if the  presen t opportunity  of check
ing m onstrous evil be no t taken, or 
if righ t be too pun ily  arm ed.

EARLY EUROPEAN WARS
N ex t cam e w ars in  w hich young 

A ryan races in E u rope  defended 
th e ir own liberty  an d  d istinctive 
culture from  stronger foes, of older 
race. W e  th rill over th e  alm ost 
incredible v i c t o r i e s  o f  G r e e k s  
against th e  m ixed hordes of Persia . 
W ou ld  no t the  w orld be poorer 
w ithout m em ories of M arathon , 
Therm opylae an d  S alam is ? T h en  
A thens and  S p a rta  spen t their 
streng th  in fra tric ida l conflict, and  
w eakened to the  po in t of com pro
m ising w ith th e  very pow er they 
had  fought, so th e  A ryan lead pass
ed still fu rther w est to  Rom e, who
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had  heroically  survived a  conflict in 
w hich she h ad  defended herself 
against C arthage, m ighty  in w ealth  
and  in m ercenary  arm s. Carthago 
delenda est was the  grim  slogan 
w ith w hich R om ans pursued  the ir 
end, and  accom plished it. So R om e 
took over A lexander’s em pire of 
w estern Asia, an d  extended  her 
power w estw ards to  Spain  and  G aul, 
endow ing her subjects w ith  a  higher 
ideal of civic responsib ility  and  
law  th a n  they  h ad  ye t enjoyed, and  
pro tecting  them  from  barbaric  a t 
tack  in  her P ax Romana.

B u t R om e in her tu rn  allow ed 
herself to  be corrup ted  by the  very 
evils she h ad  fought in the  person 
of C arthage, slave-exploitation, 
cruelty  and  self-indulgence, and  
despite the reorganization  of her 
em pire by Ju lius Caesar, it  was 
no t long  to rem ain  in in tegrity .

B efore R om e fell, she h ad  been 
the  m eans of spreading  through the 
world the liberalizing m essage 
of C hristian ity , and, a few centuries 
la ter, w estern A sia an d  northern  
A frica were reinvigorated  by the 
conquering religion of M uham m ad, 
setting  people free from  barbaric  
superstitions, an d  spreading  scien
tific enlightenm ent. T o  M uslim  
rule fell the eastern  provinces of 
the  d isin tegrating  R om an E m pire, 
while in  the w est on its ruins sprang  
up  F rench , Spanish , E ng lish  and  
G erm an  powers, to  contend  for 
m astery  of E urope, an d  seldom  to 
un ite  in a  com m on object unless it

was in defence of the ir religion in 
the Crusades.

THE STORY OF INDIA
M eanw hile In d ia  was left to* 

slum ber in a  kind of backw ater, h e r 
princes contending in pe tty  con
flicts, her people pursuing the ir here
d ita ry  crafts, in  som ew hat slothful 
ease ; till, a ttrac ted  by her w ealth 
and  w eakness in disunion, M uham 
m adan  raiders began to  carve o u t 
kingdom s for them selves from  de
caying H indu  em pires. In d ia ’s  
sp irit required  for its full expres
sion som e infusion of m ore vigorous 
racial types, and  the  M ogul E m 
pire w hich established itself in 
northern  Ind ia  no t only gave th e  
d istraugh t land  un ity  an d  good 
governm ent again, b u t also roused 
into life the  best elem ents of R a jp u t 
chivalry in conflict w ith it. A kbar 
was in the  truest sense a  son o f 
India, an d  the p ro to type of H indu - 
M uslim  u n ity !

B u t his successors le t down h is  
ideals, and  w estern adven tu rers 
who h ad  been a ttrac ted  by  Ind ian  
t r e a s u r e  established them selves 
in trad ing  centres, and, for th e ir  
own safety  under the  decaying 
au thority  of the  M oguls, a rm ed  
forces for defence of the ir tow ns, 
till they  were strong  enough to  
seize for them selves the Im perial 
power. So  cam e the  E nglish  E m 
pire in Ind ia , a t  first contested  w ith  
D utch  and  F rench . P erhaps w hat 
m ight m ore tru ly  be called a  w ar
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•of liberation was th a t w aged by 
S h ivaji, the g rea t M ah ra tta  leader, 
who gave back self-respect to  the 
H indus in his trium phs against 
M uham m adans, s ta rtin g  a  national 
m ovem ent w hich was only to  yield 
to  the  b e tte r w eapons of the 
W est.

I t  is easy for the  T heosophical 
s tu d e n t now to  see the  necessity, 
for Ind ia  to  be fitted for the p a rt 
•she is to p lay  am ong m odern A ryan 
nations, th a t she should for a  tim e 
pass under w estern sway, for in 
race she belongs m ore to  E urope 
th an  to  Asia, and  has to  be the 
link betw een these. Besides, her 
m any  peoples, divided in  tongues 
a s  in faiths, H indu , M uslim , Parsi, 
Sikh, C hristian , w ith all varieties 
•of each, could never have been 
un ited  except under an alien rule 
im posed on all alike. T h e  world 
■can never know peace until an  
Indo -B ritish  federation of free, 
self-governing nations voluntarily  
jo in  in its preservation, and  for 
th a t perhaps two centuries of sub
juga tion  is of sm all account.

LATER EUROPEAN WARS
A m ong liberating  wars in E urope 

m ust be counted Joan  of A rc’s 
heroic defence of F ran ce  against 
E ng land  in the  fifteenth century, 
E n g lan d ’s breaking of Spanish  
world-power in the  six teenth , H o l
la n d ’s struggle against the sam e 
G ian t G ran  T o rto , and  Swiss self- 

.assertion against A ustria.

T h en  com es ano ther type of 
struggle for liberation , th a t of 
the  peoples aga in st the ir rulers 
an d  privileged classes. E ven  in 
B rita in , w here civil lib e rty  was 
highest, the  people’s new ly-realized 
sovereignty dem anded  the  sacrifice 
of a  K ing ’s life before there was 
a  re tu rn  to  m oderation  and  the 
san ity  of constitu tional advance. 
E n g lan d ’s colonies in A m erica 
threw  off her yoke, an d  established 
a  new type of republic, based on 
the  full recognition of hum an rights, 
and  th a t exam ple encouraged the  
unprivileged classes in F rance  to 
claim  L iberty , F ra te rn ity  an d  E - 
quality , in a  revolution which soon 
bu rst all bonds of restra in t. E urope 
has since seen o ther revolutions, 
and  each has been followed by a  
m ilitary  d ic ta to rsh ip  w hich for a  
tim e no t only destroyed the  people’s 
newly-won liberties, b u t th rea tened  
to enslave E urope or the  world.

THE WORK OF NAPOLEON
Y et N apoleon, the  first d ic ta to r 

to  rise on the  crest of revolution, 
was a t  first a  libera to r ; the  soul of 
libera ted  F ran ce  found noble ex
pression in him , in his dream s of 
a  U n ited  S ta te s  of E urope, in the 
note of freedom  so strongly  sounded 
by him  in N o rth  I ta ly  and  in 
G erm any. H e  w rote to  his b ro ther 
Jerom e, to  whom he h a d  en tru sted  
the K ingdom  of W estpha lia  :

What the German peoples ar
dently desire is that persons who are
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not of noble birth, but are talented, 
shall have equal rights to your con
sideration and to office, so that there 
may be an end, once and for all, to 
any kind of subordination, and to all 
intermediaries between the rulers and 
the lowest classes of the population. 
The advantages brought by the Code 
Napoleon, publicity of legal procedure 
and trial by jury, will be characteristics 
of your monarchy. To lay my whole 
thought before you, for the consolida
tion of this monarchy, I look more to 
the effects just named than to the 
results of the greatest victories. Your 
people must have a liberty, an equality 
and a prosperity hitherto unknown in 
Germany. This way of ruling will be 
a stronger barrier between you and 
Prussia than the Elbe, than fortresses, 
than the protection of France. What 
nation would ever wish to go back to 
Prussian rule when it had once experi
enced the advantages of a liberal govern
ment ?

T h u s N apoleon was an  agent for 
the release of a  g reat surge of 
power in E urope, which roused in 
all the  enslaved peoples the  seed 
of F reedom . B u t soon, intoxicated 
by success and  by m ere personal 
am bition, he d ream t - of being 
m aster of the world instead  of ser
vant, and  h ad  to  be defeated  by 
the very forces he had  helped to  
rouse. In  his overthrow  E ngland , 
by her past history  and  situation, 
was best fitted to  lead, b u t in tru th  
he was beaten  only by h im se lf ; in 
the wake of his career he left 
aw akened nationalities,

THE 19TH CENTURY
T h e  n ineteenth  century  contin

ued to  sway betw een revolutionary 
an d  reactionary  m ovem ents, P ru s
sian m ilitarism  becom ing m ore and  
m ore dom inan t in E urope, bu t 
E ng land  and  F rance together m ain 
ta in ing  the  balance for liberalism  
and  the  defence of national free
dom . B ritish  m en of le tters and  
poetry  nobly voiced the w orld’s 
asp iration , so th a t hum an ity  can 
never afford to le t the language in 
which they  spoke sink in to  oblivion ; 
B ritish  statesm en— pre-em inently  

.D israeli, the  Jew— developed a  new 
kind of im perialism , an  offset and  
con trast to  the G erm an  m ilitary  
em pire, having a  sense of responsi
bility  for w orld-order and  peace, and  
capable of developm ent in to  a  vol
u n ta ry  league of free peoples, when 
peoples should be freed enough in 
sp irit to  be able to  bear such re
sponsibility. M oreover, the balance 
began to  swing back from an  effete 
W est tow ards a  new ly-aw akening 
E a s t in cu ltural influences. Sam s- 
k rt an d  P ersian  lite ra tu re  found 
translato rs, who reached a  public 
hungry for w hat only the  hoary 
E a s t could give of ancien t wisdom 
and  beauty .

M azzini, C avour and  G aribald i 
partia lly  achieved the  liberation of 
I t a l y ; G reece an d  the B alkan 
S ta tes  broke free— some perhaps 
p rem aturely— from  T urkey, R ussia 
an d  A ustria ; A braham  L incoln 
in A m erica won freedom  for his
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country’s slaves, bu t a t the  expense 
of forcing an  unw illing co-operation 
on S ta tes  which stood ou t for a  
freer bond of Federalism . In con
sequence of this unwisdom the  
enfranchisem ent of negroes in the 
g reat w estern republic is still u n 
realized in full, based on a  “ P iece 
of paper,” ra ther than  the  h ea rt’s 
assent of the m ajority .

THE WORLD WAR
So arrived the  T w entie th  C en

tury , the  clim acteric of a  m illennium  
of w ar and  violence in every d ep a rt
m ent of life in the w estern world. 
E m pires and  nations h ad  feverish
ly piled up arm s and  defences for 
a  great tria l of strength , which 
could be foreseen, b u t no t avoided, 
since the  fever was in the blood 
and  m ust out.

T h e  W orld  W a r of 1914— 18 
was not qu ite  the clear issue 
th a t it should have been, because 
liberal F rance and  E ng land  found 
them selves allied  by diplom atic 
tangles w ith au tocra tic  Russia, 
and  E n g lan d ’s ruling classes were 
still lo th  to  tru st the  higher in 
stinc ts of dem ocracy, though too 
ready  to  respect th a t power of 
w ealth which is dem ocracy’s w eaker 
side. N evertheless, both  in its p rov
ocation and  in its aim s, G erm any  
and  her allies had  p u t them selves 
hopelessly in the  wrong, and  so b e
cam e the focus through which evil 
found expression, while their op 
ponents were cast for the parts

which they  inadequate ly  played, as 
cham pions of righteousness and  
justice. T h e  victory under these 
circum stances could only be partia l, 
the strongholds of wrong being 
shaken ra th e r than  destroyed, and  
com prom ises being m ade w ith in 
justice for the  sake of som e selfish 
security.

So again the  world has re 
lapsed in to  open or veiled violence 
and  greed, and  even E n g lan d  
and  F ran ce  have been supine in 
face of g reat denials of Justice and  
T ru th , satisfied with saving their 
own skins while A byssinia, China, 
Czechoslovakia, A lbania and  A us
tria  were raped, and  S p a in ’s civil 
disorders exploited.

OUR PRESENT KURUKSHETRA
Now we are given ano ther chance 

— perhaps our last— to save civil
ization from sinking in to  barbarism , 
or else from destruction  such as 
w helm ed A tlantis under the  waters. 
T h e  A rm ageddon— or K uruksetra  
— of our world period is upon us, 
and  the  issue depends on how each 
one of us, an d  each nation  m ade 
up of ju s t such people as we are, 
responds to the  tru m p et call.

W e  m ay all be heroes in our 
degree and  place, or cravens seeking 
personal safety. W e m ay jo in  the 
arm ies of the Shin ing  O nes in their 
onslaughts on earth-darkness, and  
to the  extent of our purity  of m o
tive shall we be effective fighters. 
Of G alahad  it was s a id : “ H is
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strength  was as the  strength  of ten, 
because his h eart was pure .” A nd 
nothing can be so effective in pu ri
fying the  h ea rt as a  noble object, 
a rden tly  pursued with all the  body’s 
strength.

W h a t object can  be so inspir
ing as th a t of T h e  Theosoph- 
ical Society— B rotherhood w ith all 
its im plications and  corollaries ? 
If we belong to  countries whose 
governm ents profess neu tra lity  in 
the overt war, we can nevertheless 
wage w ar on ano ther of the  b a ttle ’s 
m any fronts, for acts of cruelty 
and  injustice everyw here, against
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m an or beast, help the  enem y and  
delay victory.

India, m other of A ryan peoples, 
calls to  the  dem ocracies to  define 
their aim s, and  it is fitting th a t 
such a  challenge should com e from 
her, the  crucified am ong nations, 
who has nevertheless never sold 
her soul like Japan , bu t has held 
fast to her religion and  culture, 
until her deriders becom e her sup 
pliants. V ictory to  the dem ocra
cies will then only be sure and  
com plete, if Ind ia  w hole-heartedly 
joins, for then  th e  L o rd  K rsria will 
drive the chariot.

Shall the military power of any nation or group of nations be 
suffered to determine the fortunes of peoples over whom they have no 
right to rule except the right of force ?

Shall strong nations be free to wrong weak nations and make 
them subject to their purpose and interest ?

Shall peoples be ruled and dominated, even in their own internal 
affairs, by arbitrary and irresponsible force or by their own will 
and choice ?

Shall there be a common standard of right and privilege for all 
peoples and nations or shall the strong do as they will and the weak 
suffer without redress ?

Shall the assertion of right be haphazard and by casual alliance 
or shall there be a common concert to oblige the observance of 
common rights ?

W o o d r o w  W il s o n  in 1918



LISTEN-IN
BY G. S. ARUNDALE

T  W O N D E R  how m any  of us 
A realize th a t every sorrow, every 
anxiety , every despair, no less than  
every joy  an d  happiness, travel 
th roughou t the  world, encircle the  
world, perm eate  the w hole of the  
w orld.

T h e  wireless should be telling 
us th is as we th ink  of the  W a r and  
of all th e  suffering th a t is going on 
m inu te  afte r m inu te in E urope. 
W e  can tune-in  to  E urope and  
to  every o ther p a rt of th e  world. 
T h e  happen ings of the  world ex
tend  throughout the world, and  
beyond, on the  curved waves of 
the ir being, and  so do the thoughts 
and  the  feelings of every one, though 
we are  generally  unable to  receive 
them  as we can receive the ir actual 
physical expressions. Indeed  is the 
whole world one. I share m y all 
— the all th a t is “ I ”— w ith the whole 
of the  world, and  the w hole of the 
world shares itself w ith me, be
com es p a rt of me, as I becom e 
p a rt of it. A nd the an im als and  
all o ther crea tu res— they, too, share 
them selves w ith the world, and  the 
world of hum an beings and  of all 
o ther beings shares itself w ith them . 
A U niversal B ro th e rh o o d !

WE MUST FEEL THE AGONIES AND 
GLORIES OF WAR

H ow  true  it is th a t we can  tune- 
in, w ithout the  need of physical

appara tus, to P o land  an d  to  the 
sufferings of the  Polish  people 
w herever we m ay  be, an d  there 
will be no in terference from  s ta t ic ; 
to  B rita in  and  to  F rance , an d  sense 
the  tenseness, the  anxiety, the  grief, 
the fine determ ination , the  dogged
ness, of the  people, of the  whole 
p e o p le ; to  G erm any, and  listen  to  
the sp irit of d oub t on the  one hand, 
and  to  the  sp irit of ru th lessness on 
the other. Everyw here in P oland , 
in B rita in  and  in  F rance , we shall 
w atch the  R igh t dedicating  its 
m ight to  noble endeavour, to  the 
chivalry of th e  m ost knightly  A d
venture in the world.

Now  we shall be lacerated  by 
passionate sym pathy  w ith all—  
men, w om en an d  children— who, 
for the sake of th e  R ight, have 
gone down in to  hell w ith bodies, 
hearts  and  m inds broken, w racked 
by pain, bu t w ith courage high and  
sm iling faces. N ow  we shall feel 
th a t w ar is intolerable, too horrible 
to  be endured  for ano ther m om ent, 
and  th a t we m ust cry ou t aloud to 
G od, to  the  G ods, to  the H eavens, 
th a t it  shall cease a t  once. B u t now 
shall we be lifted  up into an  ecstasy 
of thanksgiving th a t hum an beings 
can rise in to  the  heights of noblest 
living, and  becom e as G ods in the 
splendour of the ir u tte r  consecra
tion to  all th a t is g reatest in them .

248
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T h ere  is g rea t living going on on 
the W estern  F ro n t and  in P o land , 
and  in the  hom es which the  fight
ers have left th a t they  m ay win a 
g rea t victory for the peace of the 
generations to  come, and, they 
pray, for peace in their own. tim e, 
too.

T h e  W a r has lifted  B rita in  up, 
and  F rance, an d  in special m easure 
Poland , for to  each of the ir citizens 
has the  Call gone forth  :

Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
And be ye lift up, ye everlasting 

doors;
And the King of Glory shall come 

in. . . .
Who is the King of Glory ?
The Lord of Hosts, he is the King 

of Glory.

E ach  has lifted  up his head, and  
the gates of his soul, and  the  doors 
of his being, and  the K ing of G lory, 
the L o rd  of H osts, has com e to 
dwell in him  an d  transfigure him  
into his knighthood.

AND WE CAN HELP
A sacred, though a  terrib le K uru- 

ksetra is the  continent of E urope, 
for the w estern children of A rjuna 
are called  to fight for F reedom  and 
Justice, and  so are  they engaged.

F a r  off as som e of us m ay be 
from  the  ac tua l scene of conflict, 
the sp irit of it m ay en ter into us 
through the  waves with which it 
perm eates the  world. If  we will, 
if the  “ se t” of the  na tu re  of each 
one of us is sufficiently sensitive,

we can know both  the  suffering and  
the  heroism  th a t is going on day  
and  n igh t in E urope, and  we can, 
if we will, ourselves b roadcast 
m essages of strength , of courage, of 
hope, indeed of certa in ty  th a t the 
fight shall no t th is tim e be in vain 
as it was when la st E u rope  was 
convulsed in war.

WHY DO WE NOT LISTEN-IN?
A nd had  we so desired we could 

have listened-in to  C hina in her 
agony, and  to  Jap an  in her ru th less
ness, as we m ay also listen-in  to 
the  despair th a t pours forth  in 
wave afte r wave from A ustria and  
from Czechoslovakia.

A nd near hom e, a t  hom e, we can 
listen-in  to  the helpless m isery of 
m illions of Ind ian  fam ilies ever 
w ithout the  w herew ithal to  ex tract 
from life a  single drop of happiness.

T h ere  is p len ty  of m isery in the 
world, and  so harrow ing is it  th a t 
we are fo rtunate  our ignorance for 
the  m ost p a rt deadens it  unless and  
un til it knocks w ith im perative in
sistence a t  our very doors.

If  Ind ians living in com parative 
happiness had  been less dead  than  
they are  for the  m ost p a rt to  the 
cries of the ir Ind ian  brethren , Ind ia  
would n o t be faced, as she is faced, 
w ith problem s g reater th an  those 
w hich face any  o ther country. H ad  
they the  power to  listen-in  to  their 
m iserable fellow-citizens, they  could 
do naugh t else b u t passionately  
seek to  m inister to  them .



THE tH E O SO PH lSt DECEMBER¿50

If in every country  a  m ajo rity  
of its citizens had  the  power to 
listen-in, happiness m ight have 
taken  the  p lace of despair, and  
then  there m ight have been no 
occasion for war.

B u t there is a  deadness abroad, 
a  callousness, an indifference som e
tim es m erely ignorant, bu t som e
tim es purely selfish, and  a  fear of 
the  future. A nd so is it th a t the 
m isery grows. So is it too th a t 
m achiavellian m a c h in a t io n s  for 
power g radually  lifts up cruelty  a l
m ost into om nipotence— the people 
are  too dead  to  check it. A nd 
then com e the  horrors of the C on
centration  C am ps to  synchronize 
w ith the  insensate persecution of the 
Jews. A nd then the sham eless rob
beries of country  from  those who 
have had  the ir stake in it from 
tim e im m em orial, an d  the  aero
p lane swoops, as in A byssinia, to 
the  m ocking laughter of the av iator 
as village a fte r village is consum ed 
in flames.

L isten -in  to all these if you have 
the  courage, for the  past is no t 
dead, it lives in im perishable 
records which are  yours to  con tact 
if you will.

THE CRUCIFIXION OF POLAND
A nd now listen-in  to  Poland, 

and  hear the  cries of the  women as 
they  are raped  and  then  m urdered 
by the G erm an soldiery. L isten- 
in to the  cries of lovers as the 
w om an is hu rried  off to satisfy the

lust of som e dem on in hum an form 
and  the  m an is shot down lest he 
live to tell th e  ta le. L isten-in  to 
the  cries of the  old m others as 
sham eless robbery steals from them  
all th a t they have, all th a t they 
have treasured  an d  hoarded  against 
the tijne of th e ir old age. L isten- 
in to  some of these old m others 
who are  all th a t is left of a once 
m iserably poor b u t brightly  happy  
fam ily. All alone, and  surrounded 
by sneering enem ies. L isten-in  to 
the children, once playful and  care
free, bu t now cringing and  hopeless, 
perhaps to  be infected by the  cal
lous b ru ta lity  which is round about 
them , often in the ir very homes. 
L isten-in  to the  cry of starvation  
which rises th roughout the  land. 
L isten-in  to the abandoned grief 
of m others and  wives and  sw eet
hearts  an d  children as d ear ones 
die upon the field of battle , if no 
worse fate befalls them . And 
listen-in to  the  bom bings of cities 
and  towns an d  villages, and  to  the 
cries of the lacera ted  as they  lie 
abou t w ith none to succour them .

A nd as you thus listen-in rem em 
ber, rem em ber, rem em ber th a t all 
this m ight be the  p light of Ind ia , th a t 
o ther people in o ther lands m ight 
be listening-in to all these cries, 
bu t to cries com ing from the  people 
of Ind ia  as th e ir hom es and  their 
sanctities are  ravished by foreign 
arm ies le t loose upon them . All 
this m ight be the  fate of India, 
and the  fate of your own fam ily,
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were the G erm an gangsters to  win 
this W ar. In d ia  is safe, an d  will 
rem ain safe, so long as the  Allied 
A rm ies and  Air Forces and N avies 
rem ain to  p ro tec t her.

A nd P o land— how lifeless the 
country  is ! A part a ltogether from 
the  horrors tak ing  place, anim als 
and  birds seem to  have suffered 
no less th an  hum an beings. If 
you listen-in  to  the  birds, you will 
hardly  hear a  note. T housands 
have been killed by the percussion 
of bom bs and  guns alone. T h o u 
sands m ore have fled from  the deso
lation  m an has brought upon them . 
T h ere  is indeed a  silence from 
anim al and  b ird  life terrib le in its 
arra ignm ent of hum anity .

B u t no t only is there th is wave- 
lessness from anim als and  birds, 
there is a  wavelessness from the 
vegetable kingdom . M illions of 
trees have been sent to  their death , 
and no less m yriads of flowers and  
shrubs and  bushes. T h e  vegetable 
kingdom  has been decim ated, and  
the land  looks bare and  infinitely 
cold.

D oubtless the horror and  deso
lation reach the ir apotheosis in the  
hum an kingdom . B u t the  road 
to  the  apotheosis traverses king
dom  afte r kingdom  of sub-hum an 
nature, from each of which the 
cries of its denizens rise up to the 
heavens to  denounce the  savagery 
of m an. In  the hum an kingdom 
itself arise the  cries of those of its 
denizens who have been ruthlessly

sacrificed to  satisfy the lust and  
greed of those of their fellow-m em 
bers who have tu rned  away from 
the  h ighroad of Peace and  G ood
will back into th a t savagery which 
the world should have left for ever.

THE WORLD IS INTER-LINKED
T h u s listening-in, we com e ir

resistibly to the  conclusion th a t 
there is no real separation  between 
one p a rt of the w orld and  another, 
nor betw een one individual and  
another. I t  is because we do not 
know th a t the illusion of separa te
ness pervades us. E ach  one of us 
is one w ith all his brethren  in every 
kingdom  of na tu re , partakes in ti
m ately  of the ir thoughts, their 
em otions, the ir feelings, the ir lives.

In the light of this undeniable 
fact one is able to re-read the  lives 
of the G reat, an d  to perceive th a t 
in the  case of m any there  m ust 
have been a  conscious living of 
the ir un ity  w ith all life, even though 
to our ignorant eyes their lives m ay 
seem not only to be set in, bu t also 
to  be confined within, the particu lar 
circum stances of the  incarnations 
in which they displayed the  D iv in
ity  of M an.

GREAT TEACHERS WERE WORLD 
TEACHERS

I th ink  of the  life of the  L ord  
B uddha, and  of its apparen t setting  
w ithin a  special period of tim e, 
and  of its apparen t concern very 
specially w ith the tim e of H is  final
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incarnation. B u t it becom es ab u n 
dan tly  clear th a t H is life, however 
restric ted  it m ay have been from  a  
physical po in t of view, w as not 
only a  world event, b u t an  E ven t 
for all tim e, and  th a t H e  lived th a t 
incarnation, paying due regard  to 
the  universality  of its application. 
W hatever H e said, w hatever H e 
did, however H e lived, m ay have 
been enw rapped w ith the  form s of 
th e  tim e, b u t the  life of each was 
the  L ife  of the E te rn a l.

H is w andering up the  G angetic 
plain was a  w andering throughout 
the  world, no t only throughout the 
world of H is  tim e bu t th rough the 
world of the  future. H is serm ons 
were world serm ons. T h e  w onder
ful episodes w hich bejewelled H is 
life world episodes, and  having 
world significance. B u t no t only 
th a t, they  have a  significance for 
each one of us. H is individual 
life belongs to  each one of us, and  
we belong to  it, B u t it belongs no 
less to  the m em bers of every sub
hum an kingdom .

T h e  L o rd  B uddha is not an 
Individual apart, aw ay from us. 
H e is Ind iv iduality , our Indiv id
uality , the Ind iv iduality  of every 
living crea tu re  in every kingdom 
of nature. W e  gaze upon H im  
and  perceive ourselves. A nd I 
w ould no t hesita te  to say th a t 
m iraculously no t only does so g reat 
a  Saviour glorify the  P resen t and  
th e  F u tu re , b u t no less the  Past. 
T h e  P a s t has its ind iv iduality  as

well as the  P resen t and  the F u tu re , 
and  the  B lessing of a  B uddha lifts 
P ast, P resen t and  F u tu re  in to  the 
O ne H eaven  of the ir Being.

H ow  true  th is is also of S 'ri 
K rsna, w hether we th ink  of the 
Suprem e B eing of K uruksetra or 
of th e  W orld  C hild w ith H is flute 
and  H is D ivine D ance of union 
with the  world in the  form s of H is 
G o p is !

H ow  true th is is of th e  L o rd  
C hrist as H e  lived for the world 
the g rea t W ay  of H oliness w ith 
its B irth , its B aptism , its T ra n s 
figuration, its Crucifixion and  its 
R esurrection !

H ow  true  th is is of the L ord  
Z a ra th u s tra  who shone forth  as the 
P u rity  of each glowing life, and  
m irroring perfectly  in H im self the 
sacred F ires of our D ivinity  !

H ow  true  th is is of the L ord  
M uham m ad whose life was the 
U niversal B ro therhood of a l l !

THIS WAR IS A WORLD WAR
T h u s  as I listened-in  to  P o land  

in her agony of today, I shared  it 
and  knew it for w hat it is. T h e  
agony of Po land  is the agony of the 
world objectified. T h e  heroism  of 
P o land  is the heroism  of the world 
objectified. T h e  evil of H itlerism  
is the  evil of the  world objectified.

T h is  is why it is th a t this W a r 
m ust be recognized to  be a  world 
war. T here  is noth ing  th a t takes 
place anyw here w hich is no t taking 
place everyw here in  som e degree.
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Only those who have neither the 
eyes to see nor the ears to hear, 
because of the limitations of their 
ignorance, can be unmoved, un
affected, uninfluenced by this War. 
However much for the time being 
it may be localized in Europe, it is 
a world-wide war for Universal 
Brotherhood against the evil that 
would be universal if it could.

A WORD TO INDIA
Is there anything, you have to 

do about this ?
Are you going to sa y : Let 

Britain and France and Poland 
look after India. It is their busi
ness—the while India passively 
continues her censorious and dis
putatious way so far as the western- 
educated are concerned, and her 
miserable way so far as most of 
the rest of the people are concerned.

Are you going to be just inter
ested in the news from Europe, 
confident that it will never affect 
you or yours in any way ?

Are you going just to feel sorry 
for the sufferers, and then think no 
more about them ?

Or are you going to do some
thing toh elp as best you can ?

As Dr. Annie Besant has so 
trenchantly said :

To be neutral is a crime, 
be it the aloofness of a nation or 
the indifference of an individual.

And as Dr. Nicholas Murray But
ler, President of the Columbia Uni
versity, New York City, has said ;

9

N e u t r a l i ty  is g ro ss  im m o ra l i ty .

India must not be a neutral 
country. She must not take ad
vantage of the fact that Britain pro
tects her against invasion, guards 
her frontiers, and surrounds her 
with the prestige of the greatest 
Navy in the world. It is because 
of this force that India is able to 
live the peaceful life she leads. 
She is, so far as can be foreseen, 
in no danger of undergoing the 
desolation which now so terribly 
afflicts Poland. India’s women are 
in no danger of being ravaged, and 
India’s men are safe. India’s lands 
are in no danger from an enemy, 
and everywhere the seeds of plenty 
may be sown and nourished and 
due harvest may be reaped.

But India must not be content 
with this. She must feel the urge 
to have her share in the defence of 
her own people, as also in the larger 
W ar of Right against might.

She must organize to defend her 
land. She must become ready for 
the aggressor. She must help to 
relieve in some measure the re
sponsibility of Britain for her pro
tection. Thus will she enter her 
manhood, and thus will her coming 
freedom be strong as well as right
eous.

THE WARRIOR SPIRIT NEEDED
India today needs urgently the 

warrior spirit—the spirit to organize 
in self-defence, to participate in 
a world war, and to fight against
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In d ia  m ust re-Ind ian ize .herself 
and  free herself from her sub juga
tion to  the  w estern outlook upon 
life, so a larm ingly  prevalen t am ong 
all who have been w estern-edu
cated.

Ind ia  needs to  fight for her life 
in her own land. T h is  she m ust 
do, as she also organizes herself 
for self-defence and  joins the  A llied 
N ations on the ir w arrior A dventure 
to  give to the w orld a P eace and  
a  Justice  which the last war was 
unable to  achieve.

THE WORLD CAN  TRUST BRITAIN

Can the World trust Britain to rise nobly and splendidly to her 
God-given opportunity to save the whole world ?

Britain must needs sacrifice her self if she would achieve her Self. 
Britain has in her past championed great causes extending far 
beyond her national interests. Britain has in her past made great 
sacrifices beyond those necessary in her own interests. Britain has 
today an opportunity greater than has ever come to any country before.

Britain can by great actions win the trust* confidence and strength 
of India and China, thus laying the foundations not only of a great 
Commonwealth of the East and West but also of an understanding 
between East and West of infinite value to the culture of the world. 
Britain can by great actions help to free the soul of India, and thereby 
open to the world the real spirit of democratic life, born first in ancient 
India, but needing to be reborn in modern India, the natural home of 
democracy, and from India to spread throughout the world.

Britain can by great actions render for ever impotent the spirit of 
might and tyranny throughout the world. Britain can become a new 
Britain, a greater Britain than she has ever been, a Britain of the deep
est understanding, a Britain alive with the spirit of the new world, and, 
together with India, and China, and it may be with the United States 
of America and France and other lands of the free, become a land and 
form part of a Commonwealth and of a League of Nations upon which 
the Sun of Brotherhood shall never set.

T h is  w a r  is  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y  o f  B r it a in , s u c h  a s  h a s
NEVER COME TO HER BEFORE, YET SUCH AS IS HER RIGHT. MAY 
SHE BE BOLD TO SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY AND IN TRIUMPH TO 
FULFIL IT.

all th e  wrong th a t m ay exist w ithin 
herself. W ith  the sp irit of w ar 
upon the world, In d ia  too m ust 
fight, bu t she m ust begin her fight 
w ith the wrongs th a t are being 
done to  the  anim als, against the 
cruelties which are  being daily  
inflicted upon them , against the 
m isery of living which so m any 
m illions of her population have 
constan tly  to endure, against all 
invasion of the  Ind ian  soul in its 
sp lendid  form s by w estern concep
tions and  w estern institu tions.



MY RESOLVE
BY GEORGE S. ARUNDALÊ

Bring me my bow of burning gold ! 
Bring me my arrows of desire ! ,
Bring me my spear: 0  clouds unfold ! 
Bring me my chariot of fire !

I will not cease from mental fight, 
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 
Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England’s green and pleasant land.

T H U S  w rote W illiam  B lake in 
1804. I t  m ay be th a t in 

1939 Jerusalem  rem ains bu t p a r t
ially builded, if a t  all, in E n g lan d ’s 
green and  p leasan t land. B u t in 
1939 we have a t  least learned  to 
realize th a t the  m ystic Jerusalem  
m ust be built th roughout the  world, 
and  there  are  m any of us who 
would sim ilarly  call for our bows 
of burn ing  gold, for our arrows of 
desire, for our spears, and  th a t ou t 
of the  clouds shall com e our 
chario ts of fire. W e too would not 
cease from  m ental fight, nor from 
any o ther fight th a t m ay be appro 
priate  to us. W e too would th a t our 
swords shall no t sleep in our hands. 
W e too would be ceaseless in our 
striving until the spirit of peace 
and  freedom  and  justice dwells 
th roughout the  world.

In  th is year of grace— of grace 
for the  victory of R igh t over wrong 
— we would be arm ed to  fight for 
H appiness to  be the lo t of all, of

G od’s hum an children in the  hum an 
world, and  of H is children in all 
o ther worlds no less.

So is it th a t I, am ong m any 
others, say with all ardour and  
d e te rm in a tio n :

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear: O clouds unfold !
Bring me my chariot of fire !
I  will not cease from eager fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,

T ill the  whole world is enfolded 
in the  peace of U niversal B ro ther
hood ;

T ill the soul of C hina is free 
once m o re ;

T ill the  soul of Ind ia  shines 
forth  again  in pure and  rad ian t 
sp le n d o u r;

T ill our b ro ther anim als and  
birds cease to be in cruel enslave
m ent to  the ir elder brother, m an ;

T ill the  poor and  m iserable no 
longer know despair, bu t are lifted 
up in to  happy  c o n te n tm e n t;

T ill the nations and  faiths of the 
world live together in brotherly  
understand ing  and  m utual re sp e c t;

T ill u g l i n e s s  th roughout the 
world m elts aw ay in the  splendid  
ligh t of C ulture an d  the A rts ;

T ill hum an being no longer preys 
upon hum an being in any  wise ;

255
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T ill P o land  arises in splendid  
resurrection ou t of her terrib le 
crucifixion ;

T ill every o ther c o u n t r y  in 
E u rope  ravaged and  enslaved by 
the evil-doer is restored to  freedom  ;

T ill the evil-doer him self be
com es the  doer of good ;

T ill the  Jews are delivered out 
of the ir bondage, and  fair justice 
is m eted  ou t to the A rab  people ;

T ill every neu tra l land  casts off 
its blindness and  sees w ith com pel
ling vision th a t it too, in honour of 
the  g reat who have m ade it g reat, 
m ust en ter the  fight, nor cease from 
it, till it has helped to  build  a 
world in which in every land  P eace 
an d  Freedom  reign unchallenged, 
and  H appiness dwells in every 
h o m e ;

T ill E a s t and  W est a t  la st com 
m ingle in equal freedom  and  m u tu 
al appreciation in a  g rea t C om m on
w ealth  of N ations w hich shall be 
the  heart of the U n ited  N ations of 
the  W orld.

HOW IT WAS TRANSLATED
Such a resolve, in o ther term s 

and  to  m ore m etaphysical purposes, 
is always m ade by the individual 
who has reached the stage on the 
P a th  a t  which he is perm itted  to 
m ake resolves. Resolves th a t are 
m ade on the P a th  cannot be broken, 
while resolves th a t are  m ade before 
one enters the P a th  are  often 
broken. If  an individual a t  a  cer
ta in  stage of the P a th , beyond the

first of the  g reat In itia tions, m akes 
a  resolve, it is a  resolve appropria te  
to his R ay, tak ing  in to  account th a t 
R ay  together w ith the  o rder in 
which the  sub-rays appear in him  ; 
so th a t each individual who takes 
a  resolve takes it according to his 
dom inan t R ay  which is usually  not 
discovered until he has gone a cer
ta in  d istance on the  P a th , w here
upon he knows it and  can resolve 
in term s of it. H e  resolves, of 
course, on high purposes.

Ju st as those who are  to  becom e 
B uddhas take a special Vow, so do 
all o thers take Vows. T hose  on 
the F irs t R ay  take a  Vow, as do 
those on the T h ird , F ourth , F ifth , 
S ixth, and  Seventh  R ays, Vows 
parallel to  those taken by those on 
the Second R ay  abou t to becom e 
B uddhas. T here  is a  specific re
solve for each R ay. T h ere  is also 
a  general Resolve of which “ My 
R esolve” is the som ew hat poor and, 
of course, partia l and  lim ited  reflec
tion, nam ely, no t to  desert the  world 
until th e  world is sp iritually  free. 
M any who have en tered  the  P a th  
and  have proceeded along it m ake 
the Resolve, du ly  offered and  duly 
accepted, no t to  desert the  world 
until the  world is sp iritually  free. 
T h a t does no t m ean necessarily th a t 
they will rem ain  in close personal 
con tact w ith the world, bu t it does 
m ean th a t their forces will rem ain 
in a  m easure connected w ith the 
world. T here  will be a  line, a  
wire, as it  were, between such a
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one and  the world which will per
pe tua te  his link w ith the  w orld until 
the world is spiritually  free.

I have tried  to  tran sla te  the R e
solve taken in the  higher worlds 
into such words as will best reflect 
th a t Resolve in term s of the im m e
d ia te  needs of the presen t tim es. 
Anyone who so chooses w ith all 
determ ination  can take  th is R e
solve, or can m ake a Resolve such 
as he feels to be m ore ap p ro p ria te  
to him .

WHEN DEFEAT COMES
W hen defeats com e on land  or on 

sea, or even in a  tem porary  w aning 
m orale, let us say to o u rse lv es :

W e m ust expect defeats. T h ey  
are good for us. W e  need them . 
And, it m ay be, the  enem y deserves 
the victories th a t such defeats m ean 
to  him .

W e  need them , for the  fire of 
adversity  is the m ost purifying of 
all fires, and  m ost quickly rem oves

all dross from  those w eaknesses of 
ours which re ta rd  our grow th and  
in p a r t give the  enem y his strength .

W e  need defeats th a t we m ay 
from tim e to tim e be eager to 
sacrifice our lower selves on the 
a lta r  of our H igher Selves.

T h e  enem y deserves the  victories 
which are our defeats, for he has 
his rights of victory— however fleet
ing—which m ust no t be denied 
him , however ju s t our cause.

T h e  enem y is w ithin us as well 
as outside us, and  as we have sown 
w ithin an d  w ithout, so m ust we 
reap  w ithin and  w ithout.

T h e  enem y w ithin us m u st have 
his victories as m ust the  enem y w ith
out. E veryw here the  seed m ust 
move relentlessly  to  its harvesting.

B u t as the enem y w ithin m ust 
suffer defeat, if the  g rea t purpose of 
our w ar be R ighteousness, so m ust 
also the enem y w hich is w ithout.

A nd the  end shall be the  trium ph 
of R ighteousness to  all.

FROM "CHRISTMAS DAY"
And man, the mightiest of all beasts of prey,
Eats what he lists ; the strong eat up the weak ; 
The many eat the few ; great nations, small;
And he who cometh in the name of all 
He, greediest, triumphs by the greed of a ll;
And armed by his own victims, eats up all:
While ever out of the eternal heavens 
Looks patient down the great magnanimous God, 
Who, Maker of all worlds, did sacrifice 
All to Himself. Nay, but Himself to one;
Who taught mankind on that first Christmas Day, 
What ’twas to be a man ; to give, not take ;
To serve, not rule; to nourish, not devour ;
To help, not crush ; if need, to die, not live. — K in g s l e y



THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLES
AMERICA

In Congress, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the 
thirteen united States o f America.

HEN in the Course 1 of human 
* * events it becomes necessary 

for one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the 
powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of 
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions 
of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them to 
the separation.

We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. That 
to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent 
of the governed ; That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes destruc
tive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and 
to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles, and or
ganizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect 
their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments

1 The capitals and spelling are as in the 
original.

long established should not be changed 
for light and transient causes; and ac
cordingly all experience hath shewn, 
that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the forms 
to which they are accustomed. But 
where a long train of abuses and usurpa
tions, pursuing invariably the same 
Object, evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards 
for their future security. Such has been 
the patient suffrance of these Colonies ; 
and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former 
Systems of Government. The history of 
the present King of Great Britain is a 
history of repeated injuries and usurpa
tions, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny 
over these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a candid world:— 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, 
the most wholesome and necessary for 
the public good. He has forbidden his 
Governors to pass Laws of immedi
ate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till 
his Assent should be obtained; and 
when so suspended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them. He 
has refused to pass other Laws for 
the accommodation of large districts 
of people, unless those people would 
relinquish the right of Representation 
in the Legislature, a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only.

258
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He has called together legislative bodies 
at places unusual, uncomfortable, and 
distant from the depository of their 
public Records, for the sole purpose of 
fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures. He has dissolved Represent
ative Houses repeatedly, for opposing 
with manly firmness his invasions on 
the rights of the people. He has refused 
for a long time after such dissolutions, 
to cause others to be elected ; whereby 
the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the 
People at large for their exercise; the 
State remaining in the meantime ex
posed to all the dangers of invasion 
from without, and convulsions with
in. He has endeavoured to prevent 
the population of these States, for that 
purpose obstructing the Laws of Natur
alization of Foreigners, refusing to pass 
others to encourage their migrations 
hither, and raising the conditions of 
new Appropriations of Lands. He 
has obstructed the Administration of 
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws 
for establishing Judiciary powers. He 
has made Judges dependent on his 
Will alone, for the tenure of their 
offices, and the amount and payment of 
their salaries. He has erected a multi
tude of New Offices, and sent hither 
swarms of Officers to harass our people 
and eat out their substance. He has 
kept among us, in times of peace 
Standing Armies, without the Consent 
of our legislatures. He has affected to 
render the Military independent of and 
superior to the Civil power. He has 
combined with others to subject us to 
a jurisdiction foreign to our constitu
tion, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his Assent to their Acts of pre

tended Legislation ;—For quartering 
large bodies of armed troops among us; 
For protecting them by a mock Trial 
from punishment for any Murders which 
they should commit on the Inhabitants 
of these States; For cutting off our 
Trade with all parts of the world; For 
imposing Taxes on us without our Con
sent ; For depriving us in many cases 
of the benefits of Trial by Jury; 
For transporting us beyond Seas to 
be tried for pretended offences; For 
abolishing the free System of English 
Laws in a neighbouring Province, estab
lishing therein an Arbitrary govern
ment, and enlarging its Boundaries so 
as to render it at once an example and 
fit instrument for introducing the same 
absolute rule into these Colonies ; For 
taking away our Charters, abolishing our 
most valuable Laws and altering funda
mentally the Forms of our Govern
ments ; For suspending our own Legis
latures, and declaring themselves in
vested with power to legislate for us in 
all cases whatsoever. He has abdicated 
Government here by declaring us out 
of his Protection and waging War 
against us. He plundered our seas, 
ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, 
and destroyed the lives of our people. 
He is at this time transporting large 
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to com- 
pleat the works of death, desola
tion and tyranny, already begun with 
circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy, 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbar
ous ages, and totally unworthy of the 
Head of a civilized nation. He has 
constrained our fellow-Citizens taken 
Captive on the high Seas to bear 
Arms against their Country, to be
come the executioners of their friends



260 THE THEOSOPHIST DECEMBER

and Brethren, or to fall themselves by 
their Hands. He has excited domestic 
insurrections amongst us, and has en
deavoured to bring on the inhabitants 
of our frontiers, the merciless Indian 
Savages whose known rule of warfare 
is an undistinguished destruction of all 
ages, sexes and conditions. In every 
stage of these Oppressions we have 
Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms. Our repeated Petitions 
have been answered by repeated injury : 
A Prince, whose character is thus mark
ed by every act which may define a 
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free 
people. Nor have We been wanting in 
attentions to our British brethren. We 
have warned them from time to time of 
attempts by their legislature to extend 
an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 
We have reminded them of the cir
cumstances of our emigration and settle
ment here. We have appealed to their 
native justice and magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them by the ties of 
our common kindred to disavow these 
usurpations, which would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and corre
spondence. They too have been deaf to 
the voice of justice and consanguity. We 
must, therefore, acquiesce in the neces
sity, which denounces our Separation, 
and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 
Friends.

W e , t h e r e f o r e  the Representa
tives of the u n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m e r ic a , in General Congress, Assem- 
bledj, appealing to the Supreme Judge 
of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, DO, in the Name and by 
authority of the People of these Col
onies solemnly publish and declare,

That these United Colonies are and of 
Right ought to be F r e e  a n d  In d e 
p e n d e n t  S t a t e s  ; that they are 
Absolved from all Allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State 
of Great Britain, is and ought to be 
totally dissolved; and that as Free 
and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, 
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, 
and do all other Acts and Things which 
Independent States may of right do. 
And for the support of this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of 
divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor.

[Here follow fifty-six signatures.]

LINCOLN AT GETTYSBURG
1863

Fourscore and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth upon this con
tinent a new nation, conceived in liberty, 
and dedicated to the proposition that 
all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil 
war, testing whether that nation, or any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated, 
can long endure. We are met on a 
great battle-field of that war. We have 
come to dedicate a portion of that field 
as a final resting-place for those who 
here gave their lives that that nation 
might live. It is altogether fitting and 
proper that we should do this.

But in a larger sense we cannot dedi
cate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot 
hallow this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled here, 
have consecrated it far above our power
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to add or detract. The world will little 
note nor long remember what we say 
here, but it can never forget what they 
did here. It is for us, the living, rather, 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here have 
ttihs far so nobly advanced. It is rather 
for us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us; that from these 
honoured dead we take increased devo
tion to that cause for which they gave 
the last full measure of devotion ; that 
we here highly resolve that these dead 
shall not have died in vain; that this 
nation, under God, shall have a new 
birth of freedom ; and that government 
of the people, by the people, and for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth.

AUSTRIA

The Law of 1st October 1920 con
stituting the Republic, of Austria as a 
Federal State (Federal Constitutional 
Law). Articles 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 62:

Austria is a democratic Republic. 
Its law emanates from the people.

Austria is a Federal State.
The President of the Federation on 

entering into office shall give this 
solemn undertaking before the Federal 
Assembly: “I solemnly promise that I 
will faithfully observe the Constitution 
and all the laws of the Republic, and do 
my duty to the best of my knowledge 
and conscience.”

Every citizen of the Federation shall 
have in each Province the same rights 
and duties as the citizens of the Prov
ince. All citizens of the Federation 
shall be equal before the law. Privileges 
of birth, sex, position, class and religion 
are abolished. Public officials, includ- 

10

ing members of the Federal Army, shall 
enjoy the unimpaired exercise of their 
political rights.

The universally recognized rules of 
International Law shall be constituent 
parts of the Law of the Federation.

BELGIUM

Constitution of the Kingdom of Belgium 
of 7 February 1831, as revised up to 15 Oc
tober 1921. Articles 4, 6-11, 13-15, 17-22 :

Belgian nationality is acquired, re
tained, and lost according to regula
tions established by the civil law.

There shall be no distinction of 
classes in the State. All Belgians are 
equal before the law.

Individual liberty is guaranteed. No 
one may be prosecuted, except in cases 
provided for by law and in the form 
therein prescribed. Except when taken 
in the act of committing an offence, no 
one may be arrested without a warrant 
issued by a magistrate. No person 
shall be removed against his will from 
the jurisdiction of the Judge to whom 
the law assigns him. No penalty shall. 
be established or enforced except by 
virtue of a law.

The domicile is inviolable ; no search 
of premises shall take place except in 
the cases provided for by law and ac
cording to the form therein prescribed.

No one may be deprived of his 
property except for a public purpose, 
and in the cases and according to the 
forms established by law, and in con
sideration of a just compensation pre
viously determined.

Total deprivation of civil rights 
{mort civile) is abolished and shall not 
be re-established.
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Religious liberty and the freedom of 
public worship, as well as free expres
sion of opinion in all matters, are 
guaranteed, with the reservation of 
power to suppress offences committed in 
the exercise of these liberties. No one 
shall be compelled to join in any 
manner whatever in the forms or cere
monies of any religious denomination, 
nor to observe its days of rest.

Private instruction shall not be re
stricted ; all measures interfering with 
it are forbidden ; the repression of offen
ces shall be regulated only by law. Public 
instruction given at the expense of the 
State shall likewise be regulated by law.

The press is free ; no censorship 
shall ever be established ; no security 
shall be exacted of writers, publishers, 
or printers. In case the writer is known 
and is a resident of Belgium, the pub
lisher, printer, or distributor shall not 
be prosecuted.

Belgians have the right, without 
previous authorization, to assemble 
peaceably and without arms, conform
ing themselves to the laws which regu- 

. late the exercise of this right. .
Belgians have the right of forming 

associations ; this right shall not be 
restricted by any preventive measure.

Anyone has the right to address 
petitions to the public authorities, 
signed by one or more persons.

The privacy of correspondence is 
inviolable. The law shall determine 
who are the agents responsible for the 
violation of the secrecy of the letters 
entrusted to the post.

CHINA
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, the founder of the 

Kuomintang, has since his death [in

1925] been regarded in some sense as 
its patron saint, and his will or state
ment of three essential principles is re
garded as a kind of instrument of 
government. It is far too long to be 
quoted in  extenso or even summarized 
here, but certain features of it, especially 
those which have a direct bearing on 
the new Nanking constitution, may be 
briefly noticed. The “three principles 
of the people” have been translated as :

(1) Nationalism (“National emanci
pation and racial equality”).

(2) Democracy (“Political rights of 
the people”).

(3) Socialism (“Economic rights for 
the peasants and workers”).

—From Enc. B rit., 14th ed.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The Constitutional Charter of the 
Czechoslovak Rebublic (the Law of 29 
Eebruary 1920). Preliminary, and Articles 
1, 2, 65, 106 :

W e , T h e  C z e c h o s l o v a k  N a 
t io n , desiring to consolidate the perfect 
unity of our people, to establish the 
reign of justice in the Republic, to as
sure the peaceful development of our 
native Czechoslovak land, to contribute 
to the common welfare of all citizens of 
this State and to secure the blessings 
of freedom to coming generations, have 
in our National Assembly this 29th day 
of February, 1920, adopted the follow
ing Constitution for the Czechoslovak 
Republic ; and in doing so we declare 
that it will be our endeavour to see that 
this Constitution, together with all the 
laws of our land, be carried out in the 
spirit of our history as well as in the 
spirit of those modern principles em
bodied in the idea ofSelf-Determination,
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for we desire to take our place in the 
Family of Nations as a member at once 
cultured, peace-loving, democratic and 
progressive.

The people are the sole source of all 
State power in the Czechoslovak Re
public. This Charter determines through 
what organs the sovereign people shall 
express their will in laws, provides for 
the execution of these laws, and guar
antees to the people their rights and 
liberties. Such limitations are imposed 
upon these organs of government as 
shall preserve to the people all rights 
guaranteed by this Charter.

The Czechoslovak State shall be a 
Democratic Republic, the head of which 
shall be an elected President.

The President of the Republic shall 
take oath upon his honour and con
science before the National Assembly, 
to seek deligently to further the welfare 
of the Republic and its people, and to 
observe the Constitutional and all other 
Laws.

Privileges of sex, birth or occupation 
shall not be recognized. All persons 
residing in the Czechoslovak Republic 
shall enjoy within its territory, in equal 
measure with the nationals of the Re
public, full and absolute protection of 
life and liberty without distinction of 
origin, nationality, language, race, or 
religion. Exceptions to this principle 
may be made only in cases recognized 
by international law.

ENGLAND
Magna Charta, 1215

The chief Clauses are :
1. That no scutage or aid, with the 

exception of the three ordinary feudal
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aids, shall be levied without the con
sent of Parliament.

2. That a Parliament of the whole 
kingdom shall be summoned in a regu
lar manner for the imposition of aids.

3. That no freeman shall be impri
soned, exiled, or otherwise punished, 
except by the lawful judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the land.

4. That justice shall not be sold, 
denied or delayed to anyone.

5. Weights and measures to be uni
form throughout the realm.

6. All merchants to have a safe 
conduct throughout the country, to buy 
and sell without evil tolls according to 
ancient and lawful customs; in time 
of war foreign merchants to be detained 
until it is seen how English merchants 
are treated by the enemy.

7. Freedom of entering, and quit
ting the realm allowed, except in time 
of war.

8. The English Church to be free, 
and every one in the kingdom  to have 
and hold all the aforesaid liberties, 
rights and concessions.

B ill o f Rights, 1689

The Bill of Rights, after rehearsing 
the various illegal acts whereby James II 
abdicated and the throne was declared 
void, declares the following to be illegal:

1. Levying money by pretence of pre
rogative, without grant of Parliament.

2. Interference with presentations 
of petitions to the King.

3. Raising Qr maintaining a Stand
ing Army without the consent of Par
liament.

It also enacted:
1. That election of Members of 

Parliament should be free.
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2. That freedom of speech in pro
ceedings in Parliament should not be 
questioned, except in Parliament.

3. That for the redress of griev
ances, and the amending, strengthen
ing and preserving of the laws, frequent 
Parliaments ought to be called.

4. All the clauses in the Declara
tion of Rights (1689) are “ the true, 
ancient and indubitable rights and 
liberties of the people of this realm.”

ESTHONIA

The Constitution of the Esthonian 
Republic, 15 June 1920. Declaration, and 
Articles 1, 4, 6, 8, 10-12, 13, 18.

The Esthonian people, with unshaken 
faith, and the resolute will to create a 
State based on justice, law and liberty, 
to maintain internal a nd external peace 
for the general well-being, and to guar
antee the social progress of present and 
future generations, has framed the fol
lowing Constitution, which has been 
adopted by the Constituent Assembly.

Esthonia is an independent Republic 
in which the sovereign power is in the 
hands of the people.

Only laws initiated and adopted by 
the lawful institutions of the country 
are valid in Esthonia. The universally 
recognized general rules of international 
law are an integral part of the Esthonian 
laws.

All citizens of the Republic are equal 
before the law. Public privileges or prej
udices derived from birth, religion, sex, 
social position or nationality may not 
exist. In Esthonia there are no legal 
class divisions or titles.

Personal liberty is guaranteed. The 
inviolability of the dwelling is guaran

teed. In Esthonia there is freedom of 
religion and conscience.

Science and the arts, and the teach
ing thereof are unrestricted in Esthonia. 
Elementary education is obligatory and 
free in the primary schools. Instruction 
in their mother-tongue is guaranteed to 
racial minorities. Public instruction is 
placed under the control of the State.

In Esthonia there is liberty for the 
expression of ideas in speech, writing, 
print, and pictorial representation and 
sculpture. This liberty may not be 
restricted, save for reasons of morality 
and of the security of the State.

All persons are free to assemble 
peaceably and unarmed. All citizens 
have the right to form associations. 
The right to strike is assured. These 
rights may be limited only by law and 
solely in the interests of public safety.

FRANCE
Declaration of the Rights o f  Man, 1791

1. Men are born, and remain, free and 
equal in rights. Social distinctions can 
only be founded on the common good.

2. The aim of political association 
is the conservation of the natural im
prescriptible rights of man ; these rights 
are—liberty, property, safety, and re
sistance of tyranny.

3. The principle of sovereignty re
sides essentially in the nation.

4. Liberty consists in being able to 
do everything which does not injure 
anyone else ; thus the exercise of man’s 
natural right is only limited by the 
same exercise of rights by other mem
bers of society.

5. Laws may only forbid actions 
injurious to society.
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6. Law is the expression of the 
general will. All citizens have a right 
to assist in making laws, either person
ally or through their representatives.

7. No man can be accused, arrest
ed, nor detained, except by law, and 
according to legal forms.

8. None should be disturbed for his 
opinions, even for religious ones, pro
vided that their manifestation does not 
disturb public order.

9. T h e  f ree  communication of 
thoughts and opinions is one of the 
most precious Rights of Man; every 
citizen, then, may speak, write and 
print freely, being responsible only to 
the law for abuse of this liberty.

10. All citizens have the right of 
examining personally, or by their rep
resentatives, into the necessity of pub
lic taxes, and of consenting to them 
freely.

11. Property being an inviolable and 
sacred right, none can be deprived of it, 
except when public necessity, legally 
proved, evidently requires it, and then 
only under condition of a just equi
valent.

INDIA

Dr. Annie Besant’s Charter, formu
lated in 1915, for India as an equal partner 
in the Indo-British Commonwealth of Na
tions : W hat does India want ?

To be free in India, as the English
man is free in England ;

To be governed by her own men, 
freely elected by herself ;

To make and break ministries at her 
will;

To carry arms, to have her own 
army, her own navy, her own volun
teers ;

To levy her own taxes, to make her 
own budgets ;

To educate her own people ;
To irrigate her own lands, to mine 

her own ores, to mint her own coins ;
To be a Sovereign Nation within 

her own borders owning the Paramount 
Power of the Imperial Crown, and 
sending her sons to the Imperial Coun
cil.

Britain and India hand in hand, but 
an India free as is her Right.

IRELAND

The Constitution of the Irish Free 
State Act, 1922. Preliminary, and Articles 
1, 2, 6-10, 17:

Dàil Eireann sitting as a Constituent 
Assembly in this Provisional Parlia
ment, acknowledging that all lawful 
authority comes from God to the people 
and in the confidence that the National 
life and unity of Ireland shall thus be 
restored, hereby proclaims the establish
ment of the Irish Free State (otherwise 
called Saorstàt Eireann) and in the 
exercise of undoubted right, decrees and 
enacts as follows.

The Irish Free State is a co-equal 
member of the Community of Nations 
forming the British Commonwealth of 
Nations.

All powers of government and all 
authority legislative, executive, and 
judicial in Ireland, are derived from the 
people of Ireland and the same shall be 
exercised in the Irish Free State through 
the organizations established by or 
under, and in accord with, this Consti
tution.

The liberty of the person is inviola
ble, and no person shall be deprived of
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his liberty except in accordance with 
law.

The dwelling of each citizen is in
violable and shall not be forcibly enter
ed except in accordance with law.

Freedom of conscience and the free 
profession and practice of religion are, 
subject to public order and morality, 
guaranteed to every citizen.

The right of free expression of 
opinion as well as the right to assemble 
peaceably and without arms, and to 
form associations or unions is guaran
teed for purposes not opposed to public 
morality.
' All citizens of the Irish Free State 
have the right to free elementary edu
cation.

The oath to be taken by members 
of the Oireachtas (Parliament of the 
Irish Free State) shall be in the follow
ing form : “ I . . .  do solemnly swear 
true faith and allegiance to the Constitu
tion of the Irish Free State as by law 
established, and that I will be faithful 
to H. M. King George V, his heirs and 
successors by law in virtue of the 
common citizenship of Ireland with 
Great Britain and her adherence to and 
membership of the group of nations 
forming the British Commonwealth of 
Nations.”

POLAND
The Constitution of the Polish Re

public (Law of 17 March 1921). Declar
ation, and Articles, 1, 2, 54 :

I n  t h e  N a m e  o f  A l m ig h t y  G o d  :
W e, The Polish Nation, thanking 

Providence for having delivered us from 
a slavery that lasted for a century and 
a half, recalling gratefully the heroic 
and persistent sacrifices incurred in the

DECEMBER

struggles in which every generation 
spent itself in the cause of independ-. 
ence, following the glorious tradition of 
the Constitution of May 3rd (1791), 
seeking the welfare of a united and 
independent Motherland—-determined 
to establish it in strength and security 
and to maintain social order on the 
basis of the eternal principles of Justice 
and Liberty, and resolved to ensure 
the development of all its moral and 
material resources for the benefit of 
mankind in the new world now being 
born, and to guarantee to all citizens 
of the Republic equality, respect for 
the dignity of labour, and recognition 
of their rights, together with individual 
protection by the State—vote and 
confirm this Constitution in the Con
stituent Assembly of the Polish Re
public.

The Polish State is a Republic. The 
sovereign power in the Polish Republic 
belongs to the Nation.

Before entering into office, the Presi
dent of the Republic takes the following 
oath before the National Assembly :

“I swear before Almighty God, one 
in the Holy Trinity, and I promise 
you, Polish People, as President of the 
Republic, to observe and defend the 
laws of the Republic and its Constitu
tion before all, to serve faithfully, and 
with all my strength, the general good 
of the Nation, vigilantly to avert every 
injury and danger to the State, to 
maintain unswervingly the honour of 
Poland, to consider as my first duty 
justice towards all citizens without 
distinctions of persons, and to con
secrate myself solely to the obligations 
of my office. In this may God and 
his Holy Passion be my aid. Amen.”
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SPAIN
The Constitution of the Second Re

public, proclaimed 14 April 1931, contains 
the following fundamental principles :

That Spain is a democratic Republic 
of workers of all classes, organized in a 
regime of Liberty and J ustice ; that the 
Republic constitutes an integral State 
consistent with the autonomy of the 
Municipalities and Regions; that it has 
no official religion, and that freedom of 
conscience is granted to all citizens; 
that all citizens are equal before the 
law; that Castilian (Spanish) is the 
official language. Spain renounces 
warfare as an instrument of national 
policy.

The legislative power rests with the 
people who exercise it by means of the 
Cortes (single chamber) of Congress or 
Deputies who are elected for a year by 
universal suffrage, equal, direct and 
secret, on a system of proportional 
representation.

The Constitution ordains that pri
mary education is to be compulsory 
and free. Education is to be lay, but 
the Churches are authorized, under 
State inspection, to teach their respect
ive doctrines in their own schools.

The difference between the Republican 
Government and the National Government 
is not in their ultimate aim, which is in 
both cases identical, and is the moderniza
tion of Spain. Both parties have the 
determination to bring Spain up to the 
modern standard of efficiency as it is seen 
in the rest of Europe today. But the 
difference lies in their conceptions of the 
frame-work within which this efficiency 
is to be attained.

SWEDEN
The Constitution of the Kingdom of 

Sweden. Form of Government established

by His Majesty and the Estates of the 
Realm, Stockhom, 6 June 1809, with the 
subsequent alterations, including those ac
cepted by the King and the Riksdag during 
the session of the year 1922, in Stockholm. 
Declaration, and Articles 1, 16 :

We, C a r l , by God’s grace, King of 
Sweden, Gota and Wend, etc., etc., 
etc., Hereditary Lord (Arvinge) of Nor
way, Duke of Schleswig Holstein, Stor- 
marn and Ditmarsen, Court of Olden
burg and Delmenhorst, etc., etc., make 
known :

That We, with unlimited confidence 
in the Estates of the Realm, having 
unconditionally confided to them the 
drawing up of a new form of govern
ment which shall establish the safety 
and independence of a common father- 
land for ever, We fulfil a duty, dear 
and longed for from our heart, in that 
We hereby proclaim a new Constitution 
which the now assembled Estates of 
the Realm, after the most careful deli
beration, have unanimously established 
and accepted and which, together with 
their free and unanimous offer of the 
crown and government of Sweden, has 
been presented to Us today in the Hall 
of State. In meeting their wishes We 
are deeply touched and moved with 
tender sympathy for the destiny of this 
people, who have presented to Us such 
an unforgettable proof of trust and at
tachment and We are filled with a more 
certain hope of the success of Our con
tinual efforts to promote the weal of 
the fatherland in future, in that Our 
rights and duties and those of our sub
jects mutually have been so plainly de
fined in the new Constitution, so as to 
retain the King’s power sacred and 
effective and the constitutional freedom 
of the Swedish nation* We, therefore,



268 THE THEOSOPHIST DECEMBER

hereby accept, approve and confirm this 
Constitution as approved by the Estates 
of the Realm, exactly as follows, word 
for word.

Sweden shall be governed by a king 
and shall be a hereditary monarchy 
with the order of succession established 
by the Law of Succession.

The King shall maintain and further 
justice and truth, prevent and forbid 
iniquity and injustice; he shall not de
prive anyone nor allow anyone to be 
deprived of life, honour, personal liberty, 
or well-being, without legal trial and 
sentence ; he shall not deprive anyone 
nor permit anyone to be deprived of 
any real or personal property without 
trial and judgment in accordance with 
the provisions of Swedish law ; he shall 
not disturb or allow to be disturbed 
the peace of any person in his home ; 
he shall not banish any person from one 
place to another; he shall not constrain 
nor allow to be constrained the con
science of any person, but shall protect 
every one in the free exercise of his 
religion, provided he does not thereby 
disturb public order or occasion general 
offence. The King shall cause every one 
to be tried by the Court to the jurisdic
tion of which he is properly subject.

SWITZERLAND

Charter o f the Sw iss Confederation, 
1291

In the Name of the Lord, Amen. It is 
an honourable work, and serves the gen
eral welfare to maintain and strengthen 
the federations which further tranquil
lity and peace as is becoming. Notice 
is therefore given to all concerned:

In view of the serious times, to protect 
themselves and their possessions more 
securely, and to maintain same in 
good condition, the men of the valleys 
of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden have 
promised in good faith : To support 
each other with their persons and their 
personal belongings mutually, that is to 
say, within and without the frontiers of 
the valleys, with all their might and 
power, against all and every one who 
would commit acts of violence, hinder, 
do damage or aim at harming their 
persons or their goods. And every com
munity has promised: To come to the 
aid of the other signatories on every 
occasion whatever that any should be 
in need of this, also as far as neces
sary on its own account to resist the 
aggression of evil-minded people, and 
to avenge injustice done. On this they 
have pledged themselves to keep the 
promise against any danger, and have 
thus reaffirmed the old, solemnly 
sworn form of the Confederation by 
this decree; yet in such a way that 
every one shall be obliged, according 
to the rank of his name, to be subject 
to his lord and duly to serve him. Also 
we have pledged, decided and ordained 
after common consultation unanimously 
that we will not accept or in any way 
acknowledge in the above-mentioned 
valleys any judge who would have 
obtained this position by payment of 
goods or money, who is not our com
patriot or co-inhabitant. But should 
any dissension arise between the 
signatories, those of common sense 
among the confederates should come 
forward to settle the discord between 
the parties such as they may deem 
right. .
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(This selection includes not only great heroes o f the W ars we call 

Wars, but also great heroes o f W ars against disease, and against 
cruelty to humankind and to animalkind. This is not an exhaustive 
list, but a  representative one.)

HUNYADY JANOS

1387-1456

'T'HIS Hungarian statesman and 
-*■ general first won renown in the 

Hussite Wars* From 1441 onwards 
Hunyady fought 40 battles against the 
Turks, only two of which he lost and 
many of which were brilliant victories.

Of this period, Mr. C. Jinarajadasa 
writes: “The Elder Brothers had
planned the revival of learning, to 
follow the- thousand years of the dark 
(middle) ages. But from 1400 to 1450 
all these plans were threatened by the 
spread of the empire of the Turks into 
Europe. The Turks had their role to 
play, but that eastwards and south
wards, in Persia, India, Turkestan, 
Tartary and Africa. To Hunyady, more 
than to any other one man, Europe 
owes it that the danger was averted.” 
He is sometimes called “the Scourge 
of the Turks,” but he was also a great 
statesman and one of the champions of 
Christendom.

Hunyady J&nos “has left to the world 
the memory of a heroic, saintly life, 
free from personal ambition and self- 
seeking. Of impeccable, honesty in an 
age of corruption and nepotism, honour,

1 Compiled from books and journals listed under 
Bibliography on page 280.

patriotism and duty were ever his guid
ing principles.”

His enemy the Sultan, on hearing of 
his death, exclaimed : “In him the earth 
has lost its rarest man.”

JOAN OF ARC
1412-1431

Celestial voices spoke to the peasant 
girl as she plied her household tasks or 
tended her father’s sheep at Domrémy, 
bidding her ride out of Lorraine into 
France and there relieve the city of Or
leans which was besieged by the Eng
lish, after which she must conduct the 
Dauphin to his consecration at Rheims.

With a sublime simplicity of purpose 
Joan accomplished these two missions. 
Nine days after her arrival before its 
walls, Orleans, which had already 
endured a siege for more than seven 
months, was a free city. To the 
Dauphin, who doubted even his own 
legitimacy, she brought the warrant of 
her inspired confidence, and the political 
credentials which the rite of consecra
tion could alone supply. It is idle to 
pretend that this girl of eighteen was a 
military expert. Good soldiers were at 
her side. Her strategy was spiritual. 
Ardent herself and clear of hesitations, 
she gave courage and elation to a dis
heartened cause.

li
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After the consecration her task was 
accomplished. The work of national 
deliverance to which she had given so 
strong an impulse could proceed with
out her. Having fallen into the hands 
of the enemy (the Burgundians) at 
Comptegne, she was handed over to 
the English chieftains, who, with the 
help of Pierre Cauchon, the Bishop of 
Beauvais, and of the doctors of the 
Paris University and of other notable 
French divines, burned her to death as 
a witch in the market-place of Rouen, 
28 May 1431.

The martyrdom of Joan gave to 
France a sense of moral unity such as 
the country had never yet known. One 
by one England was divested of all 
those advantages which had come to 
her in the earlier stages of the conflict.

PARACELSUS
1493-1541

His father and his tutors found the 
boy a strange creature, not in the least 
satisfied with their teachings ; ill con
tent with the little room in which his 
father studied herbs and stars. He was 
born with a gleaming question-mark in 
his brain. He wanted to know Why ? 
How ? When ? Where ? He wanted 
proof of everything, and even when he 
had the proof he wanted to travel 
beyond the little that was known, to 
cleave his way into the unmapped world 
of knowledge.

As a man, Paracelsus roamed far and 
wide, a pilgrim of knowledge. He went 
to the mines in the Tyrol, a geologist 
before geology was recognized as a 
science. He studied ores and rocks, he 
studied the ways of separating mineral

from mineral, of refining the pure from 
the impure. He learned the ways of 
miners, he studied their ailments and 
pondered their cures.

A strange and baffling figure, at one 
time wandering o’er the earth as an 
outcast, resting in tents and hovels, 
mixing with robbers and gipsies and 
slaves ; at another time standing in the 
universities of Europe talking like a 
scientific Solomon.

Paracelsus was the first man to 
thunder forth that chemistry’s true 
function was not to make gold artifici
ally, but to prepare medicine for the 
cure of sickness. He was an alchemist 
of life, seeking to transmute disease 
into health, infirmity into human well
being. But he knew that if he was to 
build up he must* destroy the system 
against which he protested. He de
nounced the quackeries of the doctors ; 
he exposed the villainies of chemists 
who sold bad drugs ; there are twenty 
things in the discoveries of Paracelsus 
which marked new jumping-off points 
for medicine which have become com
monplace knowledge, and the man who 
recovers his health by means of them 
today may never have heard that Para
celsus ever lived. His work was great 
and fundamental, and all humanity is 
enriched in health and happiness by it.

WILLIAM THE SILENT

1533-1584

Prince of Orange and Nassau, a 
Catholic Prince, Stadtholder of Holland, 
Zeeland and Utrecht, he became the 
champion of Liberty and Protestantism 
in the Netherlands.
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W hen Philip I I  sent first the Inqu i

sition and then the Duke of Alva with 
a great arm y into the N etherlands to 
crush the nation, and W illiam  the 
Silent was summoned to appear before 
the tribunal, afterwards known as the 
Council of Blood, he replied that he did 
not recognize its rights, sold all that he 
possessed, raised an arm y and took the 
field against the Duke. T he spirit of 
the nation seemed to be broken, but the 
Prince renewed their courage and con
fronted the m ilitary power of Spain and 
the spiritual power of Rome w ith only 
a few angry burghers to support him. 
H is brothers, who had joined him, were 
defeated and slain, the people, for whom 
he had drawn the sword, refused to rise, 
his m ercenary troops deserted, and a 
price was put upon his head ; but he 
refused to acknowledge defeat. T h e  peo
ple began to trust him and accepted him 
as their leader. H e gathered a new army 
and carried on the fight for Liberty.

He failed to unite all the Provinces 
of the N etherlands into an independent 
state, but in 1579 the Union of U trecht 
established the Seven Pro testan t United 
Provinces and W illiam  was persuaded 
to become their Count. He fell by the 
hand of an assassin.

Motley says of him th a t his “ life was 
a noble Christian epic ; inspired with 
one great purpose from its com m ence
m ent to its close ; the stream  flowing 
ever from one fountain with expanding 
fullness, but retaining all its original 
purity. . . . He went through life bear
ing the load of a people’s sorrows upon 
his shoulders w ith a smiling face. As 
long as he lived, he was the guiding star 
of a whole brave nation, and when he 
died little  children cried in the streets.”

AKBAR

1542-1605

T he greatest of the Mogul emperors 
of India, Akbar continued the policy of 
conquest started  by his predecessors un
til his em pire covered a great part of 
the country.

He early recognized that the great 
curse of his dominions was disunion, 
and he set him self the task of forming 
a united India, upon the achievement 
of which rests the glory of his name. 
As a first step in th is policy he m arried 
a R ajput princess, and as a second he 
rem itted two taxes which pressed most 
heavily upon the pride and pockets of 
his H indu subjects. Although a M uham
m adan he employed H indus in his ser
vice equally w ith his co-religionists. 
F inancial reforms were introduced, 
slavery, s a t i  and child-m arriage were 
abolished, and the E m peror sought to 
make the conscience of the individual, 
ra ther than S ta te  compulsion, the 
standard of right and wrong.

Akbar realized th a t the chief obstacle 
to union was a religious one, so he as
sembled learned men of all creeds and 
tried to arrive at a common basis upon 
which a universal religion m ight be 
founded. T his has been im mortalized by 
Tennyson in his poem, A k b a r 's  D ream .

In his attem pt to form a fellowship 
of faiths, and as a pioneer of peoples’ 
unity, Akbar anticipated the first two 
O bjects of T he  Theosophical Society.

SHIVAJI

1627-1680

Among all the heroes of India there 
is none of m ore dauntless courage than 
Shivaji the Hero-king of the Deccan,
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Born at Poona while his father was 
fighting the Moguls, Shivaji summed 
up in himself all th a t was most fervid 
in H indu religion and most fiery in the 
M aratha character.

H e . was the au thor of a m om entous 
national revival : the first to make any 
serious effort to throw  off the Muslim 
yoke which had been laid upon the 
necks of his com patriots as a result of 
the Muslim invasion of 1100 and borne 
by them  for 400 years.

Shivaji was a man of great intellect
ual power and alertness, but his o u t
standing characteristics were his love of 
liberty, and tolerance in religious m at
ters. W ith  all his ardent devotion to 
Plinduism his orders, nevertheless, were 
never to  harm “ the mosques, the Book 
of God, or the woman of anyone,” and 
in all his raids and conquests not a 
single mosque was destroyed.

I t  had been Shivaji’s am bition to 
subdue the Indian continent, capture 
Delhi, and liberate the Ganges valley 
from the yoke of tribute. These aim s 
were not realized, but from his reign 
the M aratha Federation remained the 
dom inant power in Ind ia throughout 
the  eighteenth century, till torn by in
ternal dissensions, it fell before the 
British in the early nineteenth.

JOHN SOBIESKI

1624-1696

T his Polish hero saved V ienna and 
therefore western E urope from con
quest by the Turks. H e was born of 
a noble Polish family, son of the Gover
nor of Poland, a land a t th a t tim e rent 
by internal dissension and repeated 
attacks from external enemies.

d e c e m b e f ;

Sobieski’s record though not alto
gether consistent— for as a youth he 
fought for the Swedes against his native 
country— is th a t of a Catholic and a 
patriot. As com m ander-in-chief of the 
army he defeated the T urks in 1673, and 
was chosen to be king of Poland on the 
strength of his great victory. E verything 
about Sobieski was on a big scale, the 
size of his body, the range of his culture, 
his energy in action, his im m unity from 
petty  jealousy and intrigue, the rich 
and abounding geniality of his tem pera
m ent. W henever this King of Poland 
appeared on the field he led the Poles 
to victory. By 1675 he had forced 
the T urks to cede all Podolia (with the 
exception of one fortress) and tw o-thirds 
of the U kraine to his country, but his 
object was far greater than a Podolian 
trium ph. He dreamed of a crusade to 
drive the T urk  from Europe.

T he repulse of the incom petent Kara 
M ustapha from the walls of Vienna in 
1683 m arks the beginning of the long 
process of Turkish  decline.

Sobieski lived on for 13 years but they 
were not years of happiness. The old 
feuds at home persisted; arm ed strife 
and civil discord were em bittered by 
conspiracies repeatedly aim ed a t the 
king. T h e  man who had saved Austria 
and liberated H ungary from the Turkish 
yoke passed from unparalleled glory to 
deepest melancholy, and died a heart
broken old man.

RICHARD MARTIN

1754-1834

T he first to succeed where others had 
failed, the first to secure a law to
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protect anim als,hailed from the Em erald 
Isle, and was possessed of a character 
variable as an Irish day, quick to laugh, 
ready to  joke, yet w ith a heart swollen 
w ith the woes of the world, w ith a hand 
strong to punch, expert in duelling, and 
a tongue ready to lash an offender. 
Such was R ichard M artin who in 1821 
brought forward the “ Ill-treatm ent of 
C attle Bill,” who would feed hungry 
children in  his own home, pay attention 
to an overlooked governess, and a t a 
ball ask the wallflowers to give him 
dances. But to all opposition to his bill 
the Irishm an stood foursquare. He was 
“ satisfied of the propriety and justice 
of the m easure” for the protection of 
sensitive creatures com pletely at the 
mercy of man, beings w ithout words 
to use on their own behalf, and till 
then, devoid of any rights.

W ith in  three years of the passing of 
his bill was formed the Society “ for the 
purpose of preventing, as far as possible, 
the cruel treatm ent of bru te anim als,” 
which in 1840 became T h e  Royal So
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals ; and R ichard M artin was able 
to see som ething of the work to be 
undertaken by his successors before his 
death a t the age of eighty. I t  is said 
his last thoughts were concerned with 
im pressing on his family his desire that 
the greatest care be given to his pet 
dog.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

1809-1865

America’s greatest citizen. He pre
served the Union of the States and liberated 
the slaves. His character may be judged 
from his own words—remarkable sentences 
spoken on different occasions :

L et us have faith th a t right makes 
m ig h t; and in th a t faith let us to the 
end dare to do our duty as we under
stand  it.

You can fool all the people some of 
the time, and some of the people all 
the  time, but you cannot fool all the 
people all the time.

If slavery is not wrong, nothing is 
wrong.

W henever I hear anyone arguing for 
slavery, I feel a strong im pulse to see 
it tried on him personally.

How true it is th a t “ God tem pers 
the  wind to the shorn lam b,” or in 
other words, th a t H e renders the worst 
of human conditions tolerable, while he 
perm its the best to be nothing better 
than tolerable.

W ith  public sentim ent, nothing can 
f a i l ; w ithout it nothing can succeed. 
Consequently, he who moulds public 
sentim ent goes deeper than he who 
enacts statu tes or pronounces decisions. 
H e makes statu tes and decisions possi
ble or impossible to be executed.

You can’t overturn a pyramid, but 
you can underm ine i t ; th a t’s w hat I 
have been trying to do.

God m ust like the common people, 
or he would not have m ade so m any of 
them .

I t is no pleasure to me to trium ph 
over anyone.

I am confident th a t the Almighty 
has H is plans and will work them  out i 
and whether we see it or not, they will 
be the wisest and best for us.

I am not a t  all concerned about that 
(that the Lord is on the side of the 
N orth), for I know the Lord is always 
on the side of the right. B u t it is my 
constant anxiety and prayer th a t I and
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this nation should be on the Lord’s 
side.

W ithout the assistance of that D ivine  
B eing . . .  I cannot succeed. W ith  
that assistance, I cannot fail.

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI 

1805-1872

H e is known as the saint of the 
Italian republican m ovem ent.

“ Republicanism  was a tradition 
deeply rooted in Italian soil, but it w as 
the republicanism of the city, and not of 
the nation, and consequently a memory 
w hich made for political disharmony 
rather than for national union. It was 
the office of M azzini, the anti-clerical 
son of a G enoese doctor, to change the  
quality and direction of the nation’s 
thought by preaching with rare and 
single-m inded devotion the doctrine of 
the Republic one and indivisible. T hat 
his country should ever accept the rule 
of a king, w hether Neapolitan or Sar
dinian, seem ed to him impossible. . . . 
A republic alone, linked in perpetual 
and pacific bonds with free republics 
all over the world, was worthy of Italy. 
T he dream w as ch im erica l: charac
teristic of one . . . who like m ost 
liberals in 1848 put his faith not in 
battle-field decisions but in the power 
of enthusiasm  and reason to bring men  
to see political perfection. T he moral 
fervour of the nationalist m ovem ent (in 
Italy) was largely due to the teaching  
of this exalted visionary and of the 
Association of Italian Youth which he 
founded in 1831 in a garret in Marseilles 
to promote his ideas” (H .A .L . Fisher).

M azzini w as one of the triumvirs of 
the short-lived but memorable Roman

Republic of 1849. “It w as essential,” 
wrote M azzini, to redeem R om e; to 
place her once again at the sum m it, 
so that Italians m ight again learn to 
regard her as the tem ple of their 
com m on country.” T h is showed true 
political discernm ent. M azzini vigor
ously supported Cavour and Garibaldi 
in 1859-60. H e lived to see the con
sum m ation of his hopes for a united  
Italy. H is book on the Duties o f Man, 
which w as the result of his thought 
during his im prisonm ent, is one of the 
noblest products of the human m ind.

GIUSEPPE GARIBALDI

1807-1882

W hilst M azzini thought and wrote 
and planned ceaselessly for his ideal 
of a united Italy, Garibaldi did more 
than any other man to turn that 
ideal into fact. H e was born at N ice  
where his father w as the owner of a 
small trading vessel, and early cam e 
under the influence of M azzini who  
was organizing the Young Italian M ove
m ent started at M arseilles.

H . A. L . F isher says of G arib ald i:
“T h is great leader of irregular troops, 

who hated priests, worshipped liberty 
and had returned from a w ild  life in
S. America to help to make his beloved 
Italy a free republic, now with his fol
low ing of shaggy red-shirts burst into  
the very heart and centre of the Italian  
drama. H e w as neither a master of 
Italian letters like M azzini nor a pro
found statesm an like Cavour, but as a 
daring captain o f irregular troops and  
as a leader capable of inspiring his 
followers w ith a sim ple and passionate 
political faith, he had a certain Hom eric
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grandeur. Four thousand volunteers, 
rather than capitulate to an enem y on 
Italian soil, follow ed Garibaldi out of 
R o m e ; and his retreat across Italy, 
w ith its rom antic episodes and tragic 
close, secured for him the confidence 
and adm iration of Italian patriots.”

Garibaldi remained ever true to the  
ideals of his youth, the ideals of a free 
and united Italy ; and w hen he died 
he was mourned by all lovers of Liberty  
throughout the world as a true patriot, 
who had given him self w ithout counting  
the cost, to a cause w hich he believed  
to be just and honourable.

LOUIS KOSSUTH

1802-1894

T h is great Hungarian leader was edu
cated at Budapest and becam e a lawyer. 
Hungary had been annexed by Austria 
in 1699. T h e backbone of the popula
tion were peasants of a very fine type, 
but they were little  better than serfs. 
T h ey were heavily taxed while the  
nobles escaped liability. There was no 
free press, no right of public m eeting, 
no right of association. Kossuth took 
his life in his hands to remedy these  
abuses. A brilliant scholar and a man 
of spotless life, he ranged him self w ith  
the peasants against the m agnates and 
the Emperor.

E lected  a member of the D iet at 
Pressburg, he soon became a prominent 
political and social reformer. For  
expressing his opinions in a paper which  
he edited he w as imprisoned for three 
years. T hen as a member of the D iet  
of Hungary, he quietly brought about 
a series of im provem ents in the life of 
the people. H e established popular

banks, formed co-operative associations, 
and stim ulated the extension of rail
w ays. H e w as a disinterested and en
lightened patriot, but he could not 
effect the changes necessary to the 
political and econom ic salvation of his 
cou n trym en ; the Em peror and the  
aristocratic interests were bitterly op
posed to all his ideals.

In 1848, the year of revolutions that 
shook the thrones of Europe, Kossuth  
was the recognized leader of the party 
that dem anded independence for H un
gary. H is energy raised a national 
force, and the D iet declared for inde
pendence with him self as governor. 
T he m ovem ent failed.

L ouis Kossuth spent the last years 
of his life as an exile, chiefly in E n g 
land, America and Italy. H e thought 
only of his beloved Hungary, only of 
stirring up the free nations to go to  
her help.

T h e work of his life sowed seeds that 
have led to the em ancipation of peoples 
in a wider field than that in w hich  
he toiled, and m ankind has profited 
greatly by his devoted labours.

CATHERINE MUMFORD BOOTH

1829-1890

F ew  seem  to know that horror of 
cruelty everywhere and a love of ani
mals were, from childhood, the driving 
force behind the work of the gifted  
woman, w ho with her husband, becam e 
co-founder of the Salvation Army and 
w as known as its Mother. H er thought 
w as alw ays for the under-dog, hu
man or sub-hum an. Once when a 
child she cam e upon a drunken man 
being dragged off to the police-station
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am idst the jeers of onlookers. Indig
nantly she took her place beside the 
drunkard and marched along w ith him . 
She would be driven nearly mad at the 
sight of cruel goading of sheep, and 
once fell into a faint after expostulating  
w ith a boy who had been beating his 
donkey w ith a hammer. She singled  
out specially thin, under-fed ponies and 
horses, tracked them  to where they  
were kept, and would steal out at night 
to feed them.

It is said she m ight have made work 
for anim als the aim and object of her 
life had she not realized that their 
deliverance depended upon the redemp
tion of hum anity. As decisive in word 
as she was clear in thought, som e of 
her m ost severe strictures were made 
against hunting and coursing.

Stirred to indignant protest by an
other form of cruelty, vaccination, she 
w r o te : “T he m onstrous system  is as 
surely doom ed as blood-letting was. 
T h is is one of the boons w e shall get 
by waiting and enlightening. W ho  
knows how m uch som e of us have 
suffered owing to the ‘immortal Jenner’ ? 
L et us fall into the hands of God, and  
not of m an.” She rejoiced in W esley’s 
belief in a future life for anim als ; but 
practical in all things, she made sure 
that their good treatm ent in this world  
should be included in the tenets of the 
Salvation Army.

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE

1820-1910

Long before Catherine Mumford grew  
up to harangue donkey-boys and strug
gle to  change the heart of hum anity,

another young wom an, also devoted to  
anim als, had treated a shepherd’s dog, 
Cap— her first patient— and w as long
ing to expend her overflowing energy 
and sym pathy in the care of all that 
were sick and injured. Florence N ight
ingale’s life could have been agreeable 
and conventional. Instead this tiresome 
daughter, from a Victorian standpoint, 
lay tossing and fum ing on her bed, 
inflamed w ith the desire herself to do 
som ething. Through her deep tie  of 
friendship w ith Lord Herbert of Lea, 
Secretary of State for W ar, who after
wards becam e a partner in her never- 
ending activities, she was sent to  the 
Crimea. F ew  wom en before or after 
her have so changed the thinking of the 
world as did F lorence N ightingale. Not 
only w as she “the Lady of the L am p” 
am idst the agonies of the Crimean 
W ar, not only did she revolutionize 
nursing, start the first training school 
for nurses, write Notes that were the 
handbook of nursing reform ; but she 
also organized health crusades, and 
turning her attention from m ilitary 
hospitals at hom e, achieved extra
ordinary success in lessening the mor
tality  in barracks and m ilitary hospitals 
in India.

Although constantly working with  
conventionally m inded men, she was 
never influenced nor turned aside from  
her own m ental judgm ent. She learned, 
as she phrased it, to “create a public 
opinion which w ill drive the Govern
m ent.” B ut she also learned how to 
change the public’s whole outlook on 
the role of w om anhood; and in so 
doing, w as a coadjutor with that very 
different woman whom  she preceded, 
the Mother of the Salvation Army.
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Both were pioneers of that regiment of 
wom en soon to follow in dem anding  
the right to exercise powers of all 
types and kinds.

LOUIS BOTHA

1862-1919

T h e  son of a N atal farmer, Louis 
Botha, statesm an and soldier, early 
settled in the Transvaal and fought 
against the Zulus, later taking up 
arms against the British in the Boer 
W ar, and becom ing Commander-in- 
C hief of the Boer Army. A ccepting  
British sovereignty at the peace of 
Vereening, in 1907 he becam e the first 
Prem ier of the Transvaal and a Privy 
Councillor.

U pon com ing to London he found  
him self, not a little  to  his amazement,' 
a popular hero, w elcom ed by the  
population of the m etropolis of the  
Em pire as a good sportsm an, a good  
loser, a friend, even though so recently  
an enem y.

It was in the afterm ath of the war 
that h is genius shown m ost brightly  
and during the long years w hich fo l
lowed, his prudence, his statesm anship  
and his capacity for w aiting for the  
right m om ent, helped the Transvaal to 
achieve responsible governm ent. As 
first Prim e M inister and later as the 
first Premier of the new U nion of 
South Africa, he m et the political 
and labour problems w ith w hich he 
w as confronted w ith high-m indedness, 
sincerity and courage.

At the Peace Conference at the  
close of the Great W ar he upheld the  
cause of his country, and obtained for 
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it direct representation on th e Council 
of the League of N ations.

H is was a life  of unstinted service 
to the nation he led. H e was born into  
a wandering p eo p le ; when he first 
fought for them  they were a  little  nation  
looking toward little  th in g s ; he taught 
them  to look to far horizons.

ANNIE BESANT

1847-1933

“W arrior”— so she wrote after her 
signature on several occasions. T his  
warrior aspect was inseparable from  
Annie Besant, o r a t o r  and teacher, 
beautiful woman and protecting mother.

In India she roused a w hole con
tinent to a sense of liberty and 
freedom, and yet no one w as a more 
thorough believer in an Indo-British  
Com m onwealth of N ations, and the good  
that would result to  the world and its 
peace by having that Com m onwealth  
com posed of nations free w hile inter
dependent.

D uring nearly sixty  years of strenu
ous public life, her belief in the unity  
of all life led her to identify herself 
w ith all causes of the weak, the dow n
trodden and the oppressed, and never 
had such causes a better cham pion.

W ho remembers now how she cham 
pioned the cause of Afghanistan in 
1 8 7 9 ; of the Transvaal in 1 881; of 
Ireland in 1882 and afterw ards; of 
E gypt in 1882 ; of the Soudan in 1885 ? 
All her life she was untiring in her fight 
for Justice against injustice— on behalf 
of voteless wom en, on behalf of help
less labour, on behalf of defenceless 
anim als.
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On her passing, an erstwhile op
ponent paid tribute to h e r :

“ In the history of freedom hers w ill 
be one of the m ost prominent figures 
of the last hundred years. Apart from  
her m onum ental labours in England in 
the cause of the oppressed and dow n
trodden and for the vindication of the  
rights of labour and of wom en, her 
contribution to the political history of 
India is unm atched. She sacrificed not 
only her material resources but dedi
cated her energies to the cause of Indian  
education and Indian political uplift. 
N o other single person has done more 
to arouse the instinct of self-respect in 
India than she, and in her originated  
the idea of. transform ing Indian politics 
from the pastim e of the leisured few  
into the preoccupation of the man in 
the village. It w as m y privilege to have 
been closely associated w ith  her in the  
political sphere after having opposed  
her in a historic case, and no one can 
bear more intim ate testim ony to her un
rivalled chivalry and faculty for organ
ization and team work than m yself.” 

And a friend and follower’s tribute to  
her reads : “Annie Besant is the poet, 
the orator and the warrior w ho has led  
tens of thousands to a P isgah’s height 
w hence they saw  the land of their 
dreams, the spiritual guide w ho has led  
hundreds to the feet of their Master. 
She made men. T hat is the testim ony  
of so m any of us who have stood near 
her, rejoicing to be of her com pany of 
fighters. She has indeed made us, 
teaching us how to plan for victory  
after each defeat, how to trust in our
selves because she trusted in. us. So I 
w ill say of her the highest truth that 
I know : She made m en ”

SUN YAT-SEN

1867-1925

T h is great Chinese reformer was born 
at H ong-San, in Kwantung Province, 
China. H e organized the revolutionary 
party in 1893, and after m any desperate 
attem pts, overthrew the Manchu dy
nasty, w hich had ruled China for 300  
years. China becam e a R epublic on 
12 February 1912, and he becam e its  
first President. In his efforts to estab
lish a dem ocratic form of governm ent 
and to put China on a new econom ic  
foundation, Dr. Sun led his Kuom intang  
party incessantly against reactionaries 
who had once joined the revolutionaries 
and subsequently deserted them .

H is m ost im portant writings are : 
Plans fo r  N ational Reconstruction, 
Fundamentals o f N ational Reconstruc
tion, and The Three Principles o f the 
People.

Revolutionary as he was, yet he had 
a great respect for C hina’s ancient tradi
tions and desired to build a new organ
ization on old foundations of local self- 
governm ent, the bedrock of Chinese 
society.

H . H . Gowen calls him “ an unselfish  
and high-m inded patriot.” T hus, “ the  
Nanking C om m ittee (in January 1912). 
was perfectly w illing to co-operate with  
Yuan Shi-kai, and Sun Y at-Sen showed  
his custom ary reasonableness and un
selfishness in his w illingness to  retire 
from the Presidency in favour of the  
elder statesm an.”

“ Dr. Sun Y at-Sen deserves to be re
membered as m uch for the years that 
he spent in obscure and som etim es 
apparently hopeless agitation, as for the  
achievem ents .which, brought his name
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prom inently into the newspapers of the 
world.”

JOSEPH PILSUDSKI

1867-1935

Polish statesm an— a Lithuanian. F ew  
people suffered so grievously during the  
W ar of 1914-1918 as the Poles. Their  
country had been the principal battle
field of the eastern cam paigns. It had 
been drenched in blood and blasted by 
explosives. Som e Poles had fought in 
the R ussian, others in the Austrian, 
and others in the Prussian armies. All 
had fought under com pulsion. Then  
by an extraordinary turn of events the 
three partitioning Em pires were sim ul
taneously overthrown, and the Poles, 
after a century of subjection, found 
them selves m asterless and free. Under 
the leadership of Pilsudski, one of the 
great war-figures of the age, they re
solved to renew the ancient glories of 
the 17th century and invaded Russia. 
T hey were driven back and Poland in 
turn was invaded by a Bolshevik army, 
and C om m unist artillery was heard in 
the streets of W arsaw. B ut w ith few  
casualties on either side the R ussians 
were pushed back over the frontier and 
driven to make peace. Pilsudski had 
saved Europe from Bolshevism .

Another service Pilsudski rendered 
to his country. T h e Poles had no 
experience in self-governm ent. T hey  
equipped them selves w ith a Parlia
m entary C onstitution of the most 
modern and dem ocratic type, but as 
there were fourteen parties, efficiency 
w as im possible. T hings w ent from  
bad to worse until Pilsudski, emerging 
from retirement, brought order into

2?9

the state. H e refused to be President 
of the Republic, the veteran soldier of 
Polish liberty would not turn dictator 
in his old age.

Pilsudski also tried to  give Poland a 
good foreign policy. Non-aggression  
pacts were signed w ith R ussia and 
Germany, and though th is has failed  
to achieve its object, it may be a step  
w hich w ill u ltim ately bring security  
to  the nation.

THOMAS GARRIGUE MASARYK

1850-1937

P r e s i d e n t  B e n e s  has eulogized  
Masaryk as “one of those great guides in 
life such as Providence g ives a nation and 
mankind only once in w hole centuries.” 
T h e elem ents of greatness in his char
acter were vision, the com pulsion of an 
ideal, a burning sincerity and the w ill 
to create. H e was a great spiritual 
leader and his whole faith was summed  
up in his vision of dem ocracy : “Believe  
in man, and in his eternity. . . . D em oc
racy is not only the form of the S ta te ; 
it is not only what is written in the 
C onstitu tion; D em ocracy is a point of 
view  on life, it is built on confidence in 
m ankind.”

Masaryk reached h is zenith in the  
Great W ar (1914-18). Face to face  
w ith the question of the use of force, 
and force on a vast scale, he applied  
his philosophy of evolution to the prob
lem  of revolution for the N ation’s 
sake. And as he had worked for the  
freedom of sm all N ations in Europe, 
so now he worked for the individual
ization of the Czech nation, and under 
his w ise lead the C zechs realized: their
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national freedom.. Again, he worked for 
the realization of the U nited  States of 
Europe, beginning with practical co 
operation, even though the realization  
be long delayed. W hen asked who  
should be the leader of a U nited  States  
of Europe, George Berpard Shaw  re
plied : “O nly President Masaryk.”

MUSTAPHA KEMAL ATTATURK

1881-1938

Interested in politics from an early 
age, the first President of the Turkish  
Republic, M ustapha Kemal Attaturk 
held for his m otto throughout his life, 
“Turkey.for the Turks.”

H aving seen Turkey defeated in the  
Great W ar because she had permitted  
herself to be entangled and bullied by 
the W estern Powers, because she re
mained unprogressive and barbaric and  
had over-taxed her strength in endeav
ouring to control non-Turkish races, 
Kemal worked assiduously for em naci- 
pation from the foreigner, for internal re
form, and the education of a self-centred  
Turkish nationalism  in the original T ur
kish hom elands. R allying around him  
all the m ost virile of the Turkish people,

Kemal ignored ..the Sultan in Istanbul 
and resolved to build up a new life in 
his country. In 1923 the National As
sem bly proclaimed Turkey a Republic 
and made Kemal the first President.

Am ong the m any audacious reforms 
which he instituted and w hich have 
given Turkey the aspect of a modern 
State, were the abolition of the C ali
phate and closing of M uslim religious 
houses ; the discarding of the fez and 
the wearing of modern clothes by all 
T urks; the raising of the position of 
woman to an equality w ith men and  
granting her the franchise ; and the  
abolition of polygam y. T h e  alphabet 
was latinized, the Quran w as rendered 
into Turkish, and Ankara w as made the  
capital instead of Istanbul. T he im 
provement of agriculture, com m unica
tions, public health, education, all th is  
raised Turkey into a powerful State. 
Age-long hostility w ith Greece w as end^ 
ed by a treaty of. friendship, and rela
tions w ith Britain and R ussia were 
improved.

R uthless as were his m ethods, M us
tapha Kemal Attaturk w ill go down in 
history as the greatest benefactor his 
country has ever known.
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SOME PRONOUNCEMENTS ON WAR

T H E  Conscience of the world has 
been profoundly shocked at the 

latest m anifestation of the arrogant u n 
righteousness of the present ruler of 
G erm any ; this is but the culm ination 
of a long series of intim idation of the 
weak, from the suppression of the 
Jew ish people in the  Reich to the rape 
of th a t gallant and truly liberal state 
of Czechoslovakia.

T hrough the m outh of M ahatm a 
Gandhi the voice of my country has 
already been raised in moral condemna- 
ation of the inhum anity  which has 
plunged the  world into th is insensate 
carnage, to satisfy the vainglorious 
whim s of an individual and his asso
ciates. O ur voice may not perhaps 
reach the ears of the faction in power 
in Germ any, for it is not borne on the 
wings of high explosive shells. I can 
only hope th a t hum anity may emerge 
trium phant, and th a t decencies of life 
and freedom  for the oppressed peoples 
may be firmly established for all time 
to come in a world purified through 
this terrible bath of blood.

—Rabindranath Tagore
on the P resent W ar
*« *

T h is  is the last W ar [m eaning the 
W orld W ar] of its kind or of any kind 
that involves the world th a t the U nited 
S ta tes can keep out of. I say that 
because I believe th a t the business of 
neutrality  is over ; not because I want 
it to be over, but I mean this, th a t war 
now has such a scale th a t the position

of neutrals sooner or later becomes 
intolerable.

—Woodrow Wilson 
on N eutrality  in 1916

** *
I t  is a fearful thing to lead this great, 

peaceful people into war, into the most 
terrible and disastrous of all wars, 
civilization itself seeming to be in the 
balance. B ut the right is more preci
ous than peace, and we shall fight for 
the things which we have always carried 
nearest our hearts, for dem ocracy, for 
the righ t of those who subm it to au
thority  to have a voice in their own 
governments, for the rights and liberties 
of small nations, for a universal dom in
ion of right by such a concert of free 
peoples as shall bring peace and safety 
to all nations and m ake the world itself 
a t last free. To such a task we can 
dedicate our lives and our fortunes, 
everything th a t we are and everything 
th a t we have, w ith the pride of those 
who know that the  day has come 
when America is privileged to spend 
her blood and her m ight for the 
principles th a t gave her birth  and hap 
piness and the peace which she has 
treasured. God helping her, she can 
do no other.

—Woodrow Wilson in 1917
o

it it
Beware of entrance to a q u a rre l; 

but being in,
B ear’t, th a t the opposed may beware 

of thee.
—Shakespeare

281
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I add for m yself th is confession of 
faith. If the Belgian people desire, on 
their own account, to join France or 
any other country, I for one will be no 
party to taking up arms to prevent it. 
B ut that the Belgians, whether they  
would or not, should go “ plump ” 
down the maw of another country to  
satisfy dynastic greed, is another matter. 
T h e accom plishm ent of such a crim e 
as this implies, would com e near to an 
extinction of public right in Europe, 
and I do not think w e could look on 
w hile the sacrifice of freedom and in
dependence w as in course of consum 
m ation.

— G l a d s t o n e , on the outbreak
of the Franco-Germ an W ar

** *
P eace is desirable w ith all men, so 

far as it m ay be had w ith conscience  
and honour. — O l iv e r  C r o m w e l l

***-
: W ar, even in the best state of an 
army, w ith all the alleviations of court
esy and honour, w ith all the correctives 
of m orality and religion, is nevertheless 
so - great an evil, that to engage in it 
w ithout a clear necessity is a crime of 
the blackest dye. W hen the necessity  
is; clear, it. then becom es a crime to  
shrink from it. — S o u t h e y

**«
There never w as a war before this 

[of 1 9 1 4 -1 8 ], at any rate for our coun
try, in w hich the w hole people was 
engaged directly or in d irectly ; a war 
in w hich men went forth to fight in 
the full consciousness of what they did. 
N ot a man but went forth w ith the 
full knowledge that he w as fighting for 
w hat he and his countrym en believed

to be right, for the liberties of the  
world, and those who fell, fell in a 
belief, perhaps hardly uttered by them 
selves, that som ehow  or another their 
lives m ight be given to promote the  
betterm ent of th is world.

— S t a n l e y  B a l d w in  
** *

T his England never did nor never 
shall

L ie at the proud foot of a conqueror,
B ut w hen it first did learn to wound  

itself.
N ow  these, her princes, are com e 

hom e again,
Com e the four corners of the world 

in arms,
And w e shall shock them  : nought 

shall make us rue
If England to itself do rest but true.

— S h a k e s p e a r e
** * :

- Nobody can be healthful w ithout 
exercise, neither natural body nor pol
itic ; arid certainly to a kingdom or 
estate a  just and honourable war is the 
true exercise. A civil war, indeed, is 
like the heat of a fever; but a foreign 
war is like the heat of exercise, and 
serveth to keep the body in health, for 
in a slothful peace both courages w ill 
effeminate and manners corrupt.

— B a c o n
***

N o nation ever yet becam e great, 
unless it possessed w ithin itself the 
power of effort and self-sacrifice in 
great crises. T h e effort and self-sacri
fice are demanded, and no individual 
ever becam e great, and no individual 
ever led a really worthy life, unless 
he or she possessed within him self or
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herself the power, if need be, for effort 
long sustained, at the cost o f discom 
fort, of pain, and h ard sh ip ; and the  
power to face risk, to  face danger and  
difficulty and even disaster, rather than 
not achieve a w orthy end.

— T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t

It w ould be disastrous if America 
should refuse to permit aid to the  
cause of hum anity in the present crisis. 
W e are unworthy of our ow n liberty 
and shall certainly lose it if w e remain 
indifferent to the increasing loss of it 
elsewhere. Com plete isolation or in 
action in th is issue is a deed traitorous 
to  m ankind and to American principles. 
I urge you to stand against the w id e
spread fear and pusillanim ity w hich  
would stain th is country by m aking it 
a tacit abetter of the crim es of those  
now bent on the destruction of civ il
ization and the enslavem ent of the  
world. — D o u g l a s  W il d

T he good man w ins a victory and 
then s to p s ; he w ill not go on to acts of 
violence. W inning, he boasteth n o t ; 
he w ill not triumph ; he show s no arro
gance. H e w ins because he cannot 
c h o o se ; after his victory he w ill not be 
overbearing.

T here is no greater calam ity than 
lightly engaging in war. L ightly  to 
engage in war is to risk the loss of our 
treasure (hum anity or gentleness, one 
of three precious things).

W hen opposing warriors join in 
battle, he w ho has pity conquers.

— L a o -t z e

Ye say it is the good cause w hich  
halloweth every war. But I say unto  
you : it is the good war that halloweth
every cause. — N ie t z s c h e

** *
W ho flies in W ar risks carelessly his 

fellow -soldier’s life. — S a d i

** *
W ar is a virtue,— W eakness a sin. ...

— C. D . S h a n l e y

** *
W ar is the strengthening iron cure 

of hum anity.
— J e a n  P a u l

* *
Beautiful P e a c e ! B ut W ar too has  

its honour, the promoter as it is of the  
destiny of man.

— S c h il l e r
** *

W ar its thousands slays, Peace its 
ten thousands.

— PORTEUS
** *

My voice is still for war,
G o d s ! can a Rom an senate long  

debate
W hich of the tw o to choose, slavery  

or death ?
— J o s e p h  A d d is o n  

** *
Peace is ever the final aim of war.

— WlELAND
4t* *

W ar w ill disappear, like the dinosaur, 
when changes in world conditions have 
destroyed its survival value.

— R. A. Mil l ik a n



THE WAR AND DR BESANT
(Excerpts from  the writings  < 

to he read and broadcast today.)

A LARGER VIEW

W AR is a recurring fact in E volu 
tion, in a world God-planned  

and guided by the H ierarch y; in som e  
way, then, the good to be gained there
by, the purpose to be subserved, m ust 
predominate over the obvious evil of 
it, the hatred, the bloodshed, the w ide
spread ruin and desolation wrought by 
it. In our sight spreads a suffering 
intolerable, inexcusable. But “larger, 
kinder eyes than ours,” the eyes of 
W isdom  and of Love, the eyes of the  
Hierarchy w hich includes the Saviours 
of the world, the Bodhisattvas, the  
Christs, gaze on it all calm ly, seeing  
its use and end. Can w e lift ourselves 
above the w elter of agony, and catch a 
glim pse of the larger view  ?

LET US LOOK WITHIN AND AHEAD

• T h e  crash of W ar from every side 
cannot touch the Peace at the heart 
of things, and w e w ho are students of 
the Great Plan need not let our hearts 
be troubled by the storm s of the tim e. 
L et us fix our eyes upon the results 
rather than upon the passing tem pest, 
and realize that the fiery heat of war 
is ripening sw iftly  the precious fruits 
for which otherwise the N ations would  
have had to toil for weary years of 
frustrated efforts and of disappointed  
hopes.

o f Annie Besant, 1914-18, tha t need

WAR BETWEEN LOVE AND FORCE
T h e com ing destruction of the Ideal 

of brute Force— set up by those who  
have pushed Germ any towards the pre
cipice over w hich she w ill presently 
fall— is necessary ere room can be found  
for raising the Ideal of Love. For there 
is, for the less evolved souls, a curious 
and fatal fascination in that ideal, and 
its contem plation brutalizes them  and- 
turns their faces backwards. It tends 
to im pel them  to evolve into the brute 
rather than into the higher man. T he  
attraction of it can only be destroyed  
by the picture of its results, such as is 
being given in the present W ar, the  
awful object-lesson of what men can  
becom e w ho take M ight as R ight, and 
strength as the justification of violence.

T h e harm less citizens shot down in 
their streets by a brutal soldiery, the  
violated women, the murdered children, 
the burning hom es, the devastated  
countryside, the sw athes of corpses 
reaped by the scythe of D eath, the  
destroyed treasures of literature and. 
of art, the crowds of w idow s and 
orphans that a few  w eeks ago were 
happy fam ilies, aw aiting the com ing  
of the bread-winner at eventide— all 
th is forces upon the m inds of the N a
tions the m isery which m ust ever com e  
when Power is used for aggression  
upon others, instead of for sendee. At 
least those who have accepted Force

284
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as their ideal w ill know very clearly 
whither they are tending, and the 
memory of th is w ild w elter of cruelty 
and m isery w ill pass down from genera
tion to generation as a warning and a 
guide.

WAR QUICKENS EVOLUTION

W ar, from the view point of the 
body, is a horror of m utilation, agony 
and death. W ar, from the viewpoint 
of the Self, is an opportunity to acquire 
in a few  days, weeks, m onths, qualities 
that otherwise would take lives in the 
winning. From that view point it may 
be well worth w hile. For to sacrifice 
the body utterly on the altar of the  
C o u n try ; to face death in the spring
tim e of youth or the full strength of 
m anhood’s prime ; to risk lifelong lithe 
activity for the trailing step of injured 
lim b or incurable m u tila tion ; what is 
this, but to leap at a bound up the 
ladder of evolution, to outstrip lives of 
heroism ? E ven under the fury of the 
charge and the crashing blow in the 
captured trench, how little  there is of 
hate m ay be seen by the sw ift outflow  
of pity and help, as w hen a man catches 
up a wounded enem y and at the risk 
of his own life saves that of his foe. A 
stricken Scot, German and Frenchm an, 
lying near together, mortally wounded, 
share water and morphia w ith each 
other ere they die.

WAR SOLVES PROBLEMS

W hether w e look at the m atter from 
the social or the moral point of view, 
we see that social problems are found 
to be capable of solution in a state of 

13

war, problems w hich had raised the  
bitterest controversy, and had seem ed  
to defy any peaceful solving, problems 
w hich, unsolved, threatened the stabil
ity  of society. T h e  public mind has 
becom e accustom ed to see the State  
seize its railways, its personal posses
sions by forced sale, its sugar supplies, 
and finds it all quite reasonable and 
em inently practical. In th is w ay the  
public m ind is being prepared for a 
fundam ental change in the condition of 
society, for the transition of an indi
vidualistic to a co-operative system , for 
the utilization of the State for the  
common good.

TOWARDS AN EMPIRE OF THE FREE

Many, too, are the lessons being 
learned of com radeship between noble 
and peasant, university man and shop  
assistant, as they march, enjoy, suffer, 
share, fight, side by side. T h e gulfs 
between classes are being filled up on 
the battle-fields, not to  be dug again 
in tim es of peace. T h e old comrades 
w ill, make a N ew  Britain when they  
return ; a true Dem ocracy, such as the 
world has never seen, is being born in 
the battle-fields of Flanders. A cen
tury of “ peace”-struggle would not 
have brought w hat war is doing in a 
few  m onths, and the strife between  
capital and labour, classes and m asses, 
would have left behind it bitter ran
cours and hatred, where the com rade
ship of war w ill send back to build the  
N ew  Britain men w ho have learned to  
love, to respect, to trust each other, in 
the strife and peril of the battle-field. 
In the furnace of war are being sm elted  
together the materials for the New.
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D em ocratic Em pire, the Em pire of the 
Free.

A UNITED STATES OF EUROPE

One result from this W ar should be, 
and w ill be, the formation of the U nited  
States of Europe, which m ight other
w ise have been delayed for centuries. 
Civilized N ations should have outgrown  
the settlem ent of their disputes by 
wholesale murder, as they have out
grown such appeal to  force between  
individual c itizen s; international law, 
supported by an international police, 
naval and military, should be substi
tuted for war. T he tim e is ripe for 
it, and this W ar has crystallized vague 
dreams into a definite Ideal.

FEDERATION OF THE WORLD

H . P. B lavatsky told us that the  
tw entieth  century would see the se t
tling of m any long-standing accounts 
betw een the R a c e s ; and in this, as in 
so many cases, her words are proving  
to be true. There is nothing to regret, 
Brothers, nothing to fear.

A remarkable prediction was made 
by Mr. C. W . Leadbeater, regarding 
“the Federation of N ations,” and pub
lished in March, 1910, in T h e  T h e o s - 
OPHIST. H e w r o te : “ Europe seem s 
to be a Confederation with a kind of 
R eichstag, to  which all countries send  
representatives. T h is central body ad
justs matters, and the Kings of the  
various countries are Presidents of the  
Confederation in rotation.” H e states  
that the man who shapes the new order 
of things is Julius Caesar reincarnated, 
and that he works w ith the assistance

of other great individualities of the 
past, such as Napoleon, Scipio Afri- 
canus, Akbar and others, and he traces 
the steps by w hich huge sum s spent 
on arm am ents are turned to social im 
provements, until “armies and navies 
have disappeared, or are only represent
ed by a kind of sm all force, used for 
police purposes. Poverty also has prac
tically disappeared from civilized lands.” 
T o the non-Theosophist, the view  that 
great men of the past return for greater 
work in the present may seem quaint 
and dreamy. L et that pass. Men of 
com m anding genius w ill be needed to 
shape the U nited  States of Europe, and 
they w ill be there, be they whom  
they may. N apoleon w as Napoleon to 
Europe; that he had fought, triumphed, 
and failed before, under the name of 
Hannibal, was unknown to the Europe 
he dom inated, and made no difference to  
the crowd.

WAR EVOKES GREAT QUALITIES

I subm it then that in th is world, 
G od-em anated and G od-sustained, and 
adm inistered by the Hierarchy, war is 
a factor in evolution, and is intelligible 
as such ; T hat it brings about a number 
of highly desirable results in a short 
tim e, and at a cost no greater than  
would be necessary, spread over a long  
tim e, to  bring about the sam e results ; 
T hat it quickens enorm ously the evo
lution of the individual as w ell as that 
of Nations, and evokes in apparently 
average men the m ost splendid qualities 
by the force of a great ideal.

IT IS WRONG TO BE NEUTRAL

W hen is war justifiable ? At the 
present stage of evolution, not for trade
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or com m ercial gains, not for the taking 
of territory, not for the increase of 
power, not for the subjugation of 
another people. B ut it is justifiable in 
defence of the Country against invasion, 
in defence of N ational pledges by treat
ies and other engagem ents, in defence 
of a weak State oppressed or invaded  
by a strong one, to  help a struggling  
N ationality  to throw off a tyrannical 
yoke.

Britain ought to have gone to  
war to defend Denmark, when Prussia 
robbed her of Schlesw ig-H olstein . She  
ought to have gone to war to help  
France after Sedan. In both cases 
great wrongs were inflicted, and the  
com m ission of them  w ith im punity  
sowed the seeds of which the present 
W ar is the harvest. She w as right, 
em inently right, to draw the sword in 
defence of Belgium  [in 1914, and in 
defence of Poland in 1 939].

SCIENCE AND WAR

T h e science of 1915, like the science 
of thousands of years ago, has produced 
deadliest w eapons of destruction. It 
has brought back the poison-vapour, 
w hich in the days of the Great W ar in 
India, on Kuruksetra, destroyed a whole 
regim ent as it spread. It has brought 
back the “ W ar of E agles,” in which  
air-ship battled w ith air-ship for the 
m astery. It has brought back the  
Greek fire, w hich scorched and slew. 
And so it m ust be ; for each great Race 
m ust rival and overtop its predecessor 
in knowledge, and, until the social 
conscience has developed, knowledge 
m ay be turned to murder and torture 
as to the saving of life.

For hum anity in warfare is based 
upon feeling more than upon lo g ic ; 
when N ations set out to  murder each  
other, the fashion of the murdering 
depends upon the general level of 
hum anity in the N ation in tim es of 
peace. T he Nation in w hich the general 
level of hum anity is low  w ill use any  
m ethod of destruction, careless of the  
agony inflicted so long as the enem y is 
slaughtered, and w ill hold that the 
more the agony, the more quickly is 
the enem y N ation likely to subm it. 
Since victory is the aim , all m eans are 
justifiable, and the greater the “ fright
fulness ” the nearer the victory.

H ence poison-gas, torpedoing w ith 
out warning of passenger ships and 
m erchantm en, burning the foe witji 
liquid fire in his trenches, the dropping 
of bombs on unarmed places— all are 
justifiable and right as m eans to speedy  
victory. T o  shrink from them  is 
m audlin sentim entality, unworthy of a 
Nation in arms. As in vivisection, 
judicial torture, and other crim es, the  
end justifies the m eans ; the stake, the 
rack, the boots, the lash, all w ere ju sti
fiable from the standpoint of mediaeval 
relig io n ; w hy not in the tw entieth  
century for the cause of our Lord God  
the State ? There is no answer to this 
save that w hich com es from the higher 
moral law, and where that is not ac
knowledged, there pitilessness reigns 
supreme.

THE OCCULTIST AND GERMANY

Germany has identified herself w ith  
autocracy, force, the perm issibility of 
breaking her word, and of tearing up a 
treaty, if either proves to be a hindrance
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in the path to her own aggrandizem ent. 
T hese principles im ply the recurrence 
of wars— she has provoked four in 
Europe during living memory— and 
they  are incom patible w ith the com ing  
civilization. She m ust therefore be 
deprived of the power of enforcing  
them , and the O ccultist would deprive 
her of that power, not because he feels 
any hatred for her— he can feel only  
a  profound pity— but because the divine  
W ill in evolution is against her princi
ples, and she, as their em bodim ent, 
•must be taken out of the road. T h e  
best available means of taking her out 
of the way is the present W ar. H ence  
it m ust be fought till its object is 
accom plished.

W hen th is is fulfilled, the O ccultist 
finds him self in opposition to those  
w hose determination to “ fight to a 
finish ” he has encouraged and ap
plauded. Through th is fierce day of 
•War he is aim ing to secure centuries 
of Peace. H ence he cannot applaud  
the proposals to make Germany a 
’hated outcaste from the fam ily of N a
tions, to close the countries that are 
now. at W ar with her against her 
entrance after Peace is re-established. 
W hen she is rendered innocuous, as 
she w ill be, then should she be helped  
back to her place am ong the free 
peoples, and not be em bittered by 
ostracism .

WE MUST RESIST EVIL

T he only service w e can do to the  
cruel and the tyrant is to actively stop  
their cruelty and ty ra n n y ; they are 
heaping up m isery for them selves, and

it is brotherly to deprive them of the 
opportunity to' continue their ignorant 
m adness. Is it brotherly to allow a 
man to torture a child ? Brotherly to  
allow a man to ill-use an animal ? 
Brotherly to see a robber steal a child’s 
food, or rob the aged of his purse ? 
Brotherly to allow N ations to com m it 
these crim es on a large scale ? Away 
with such Brotherhood. It is the mask 
under w hich lurk the enem ies of m an
kind, the hinderers of evolution.

I say unto you, R esist evil, wherever 
you find it ;  let the only lim it of your 
resistance be the lim it of your strength. 
R esist tyranny, resist cruelty, resist 
oppression, and that wherever you find 
them. Protect the weak, defend the  
helpless, be a rallying-point for those 
who suffer under wrong. B y  such 
action have men becom e perfected, and 
have won their way into the Hierarchy  
which guides: the world. B y  such 
action have men entered the Brother
hood of' the E lder Brothers of our 
Race, and T heir Brotherhood is good  
enough for me.

UNDERSTANDING NEEDED

T o  recognize all these facts is not 
to hope that war w ill continue to be 
a factor in evolution, but only to rec
ognize the part it has played in the  
past, and so to understand w hy war 
has been so constant a factor in hu 
man evolution. It renders it in telligi
ble, and to me, I m ust adm it, to 
understand a thing is to remove a 
painful m ental strain. T he unintelligi
ble is the intolerable.
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CORRESPONDENCE
NEW OBJECTS AND UNIVERSALITY FOR THE SOCIETY

I N answer to  the various questions 
w hich you put, in the Septem ber 

T h e o s o p h is t , in connection with  
eventual changes in the O bjects of T he  
Society, I have pleasure in giving you  
below m y opinion in this matter, as 
far as I am able to judge.

1. Shall we change the three Objects 
o f The Society ?

Before now I never thought about 
the necessity of changing them , but if 
it is possible to change them  for the 
better, by all m eans let us. change 
them  ! E specially  if w e can make them  
more inclusive and more clear-cut. 
W h y maintain a lesser truth when  
w e are aware of a greater one ?

I personally am  very much in favour 
of the im provem ents in the O bjects as 
proposed by Dr. Arundale. I do not 
know a better statem ent of the new  
Objects.

2. Should the President be neu
tra l ?

I do not see w hy the President should  
not have th e sam e right to be neutral 
or not neutral as he w ill choose him 
self, as every other member has, if 
only he states that his personal opin
ions do not necessarily express the 
standpoint of T h e Society  as such.

3. Should The Society be neutral ? 
U ntil a week ago I thought it 

should under all circum stances. I have 
changed my opinion, however, this last 
week. I do not think it is any use to 
maintain Si kind of artificial neutrality

which none of its members feels in his 
heart. I do not think there is one m em 
ber w ho does not feel that it w ill be 
better to fight the forces of darkness 
which have been allowed to dom inate  
our unhappy Europe, and if necessary  
sacrifice everything, even life itself, 
than be obliged to live under spiritual 
oppression, as G erm any has lived these  
last years. L et us by all m eans speak 
our word in th is world and as a Society  
spread Truth in the world, as E ngland  
is now doing so  gallantly in the literal 
sense over Germany. Moreover, w hat 
is the use of preaching neutrality and 
brotherhood in the face of a w ild  
anim al? T hat will ndt prevent him  
from attacking u s ! If w e do not change  
our standpdi'nt very rapidly; the neutral 
countries of Europe w ill fall a victim  
to his oppression, not to speak of 
E ngland and France.

Better fight to the last as Poland  
is doing now, than share the fate of 
Czechoslovakia. W e D utch  have the  
right and the opportunity still to  fight 
for our spiritual freedom, let us use 
that opportunity. L et us fight for the  
existence of the D utch Section, God 
knows how soon perhaps it w ill be one 
of the last existent Sections in Central 
Europe. It is our duty to keep the flag 
flying until th e  last, and if \ye have to 
go down w ith it, at least it will not be 
dishonoured.

Dear President, forgive m e if I speak 
in strong term s as I do, I at least am
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N o t  neutral any longer, and I know  
you are human enough to understand  
m e. So long as Poland is murdered out 
and trampled under foot, there is no 
room for neutrality. Is  there then no  
one in the world w ho can help ? So  
long as w e are living in the present 
hell of Europe, it is no use speaking  
about neutrality, to m e it is even a 
crim e against everything w e keep  
sacred. T heosophy is the only star 
to  which w e are looking up in th is  
horrible night, le t not that last strong
hold be blotted out, as so m any things 
w hich w ere good and true have been  
w iped aw ay out of all existence. T h is  is 
indeed the D ay of Judgm ent, and w e  
can only pray that it w ill not last too  
long and that soon all these horrors 
w ill be over.

4. T he Statem ent on cover page tw o  
of T h e  T h e o s o p h is t  is quite satis
factory as far as I can judge.

As to the lines along w hich Theo- 
sophical principles could be applied, 
I think it should be recom m ended  
to work for the future, for the new  
world order, especially  along social- 
econom ic lines, the study, for instance, 
and discussions, of the Code of Manu, 
the B ellam y system , etc., as done dur
ing the Sum m er School at F ontaine
bleau by Mrs. Gardner.

5. As to the essential T ruths of 
Theosophy, on the one hand I should  
say that there are as m any truths as 
there are students of T heosophy, on 
the other hand, there is only one truth, 
and that is T r u t h  itself ; w e ought to 
learn to be thoroughly true, in thought 
and word and deed, in sm all as w ell as 
in big th ings— that to m e is the essen
tial Truth of Theosophy.

Btissum, H olland  J . J . K l a v e r

5 Septem ber 1939

B ut let us not be afraid of war. T h e war of guns has aroused the 
conscience of the world against the brutality of w a r ; but there are 
the brutalities of peace against which our consciences have not yet 
spoken. W e shall gain much if the warfare of capitalist and workmen, 
and other civil wars, w ill also wake the conscience of the world till 
finally there shall be no man or woman w ho w ill not be ready to take 
up arms against not only the military oppression of armaments, but 
against oppression of capital, of disease, of ignorance, and of poverty 
of spirit.

W e m ust all work for peace, but w e m ust not forget that peace 
of the wrong kind begets new wars.

C. J in a r a ja d a sa
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Supplement to “ The Theosophist”

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME
o f the 64th International Convention o f  

The Theosophical Society a t A d ya r , 
December 1939.

24 December (Sunday)
6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
9.15 a.m. Pre-Convention Conference

of Workers.
4.30 p.m. Opening of the Indian Art

Exhibition.
5.00 p.m. Ritual of the Mystic Star.

Christmas Tree for Village 
Children.

7.30 p.m. Christmas Eve Carols and
Entertainment.

25 December (Monday)
6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
8.15 a.m. Christmas Eucharist.
2.00 p.m. General Council, First Ses

sion.
3.00 p.m. Visit to Scout Village.
6.00 p.m. S o l e m n  B e n e d i c t i o n

Service.
7.30 p.m. Reception to Delegates.

26 December (Tuesday)
6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
7.30 a.m. Prayers of All Religions.
9.15 a.m. Opening of Convention by

the President;
Welcome to Delegates by 

the Vice-President and the 
Recording Secretary; 

Presidential Address;
World Greetings.

2.00 p.m. Indian Section Council, First
Session.

4.30 p.m. Whither Theosophy and The
Society ?—a World Sym
posium.

7.30 p.m. Art Evening by Students
(arranged by Kalâksetra).

27 December (Wednesday)
7.30 a.m. Prayers of All Religions.
8.15 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
9.15 a.m. The New World—a Sym 

posium.
2.00 p.m. G e n e r a l  Council, Second

Session.
4.30 p.m. First Convention Lecture, by

the Vice-President.
7.00 p.m. Dance Recital by Rukmini

Devi.

28 December (Thursday)
6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
7.30 a.m. Prayers of All Religions.
9.15 a.m. Indian Section Convention,

First Session.
3.00p.m . All-India F e d e r a t i o n  of 

Young Theosophists.
4.30 p.m. The Rebirth of India—a

Symposium.
7.30 p.m. Short Questions with Short

Answers—The President, 
Chairman.

29 December (Friday)
6.30 a.m.
7.30 a.m. 
8.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m. 
2.00 p.m.

4.30 p.m.

Bharata Samaj Puja. 
Prayers of All Religions. 
Indian Section Lecture, by 

N. Sri Ram.
Luncheon for Delegates. 
Indian Section Convention, 

Second Session.
Second Convention Lecture, 

by Rukmini Devi.
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30 December (Saturday)
6.30 a.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.30 aim.

9.30 a.m.

12.00 a.m.

2.00 p.m. 

4.30 p.m.

7.00 p.m.

Bharata Samâj Puja.
Prayers of All Religions.
The Education of the Child, 

by Mme. Montessori.
Art and Education Con

ference— Rukmini D e v i ,  
Chairman.

(During the morning session 
there will be an exhibition 
by the Besant Theosophical 
School and Kalâksetra.)

Indian Section C o u n c i l ,  
Second Session.

Besant Theosophical College 
Association.

Closing of Convention by the 
President.

Art Evening (arranged by 
Kalâksetra.)

31 December (Sunday)
6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
7.30 a.m. Prayers of All Religions.
9.15 a.m. Plans for Future Work—

Young Theosophists’ D is
cussion.

3.30 p.m. W a k e  Up,  L o d g e s —a
Workers’ Conference.

7.15 p.m. Campfire and Scout Display
— Hindustan Scouts.

1940
1 January (Monday)

6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
8.15 a.m. Discussion of Adyar Plans

and Programmes—H o w
each Lodge can co-operate.

9.30 a.m. Visits to our Schools.
3.00 p.m. New  India League.
7.15 p.m. Undiscovered W o r k s  o f

South Indian art—a lec
ture by Dr. C o u s i n s ,  
illustrated with l a n t e r n  
slides.

2 January (Tuesday)
6.30 a.m. Bharata Samaj Puja.
8.15 a.m. New Aspects of the W o r k -  

Further Discussions.
4.00 p.m. A Forecast for the Y e a r -

Summary of Workers’ Con
ferences.

5.00 p.m. Visit to the Scout Village.
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