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The Editors disclaim responsibility fo r  opinions expressed by con
tributors in their articles, with some of which they agree, with others 
not. Great latitude is allowed to correspondents, and they alone are 
accountable for what they write. The journal is offered as a cubicle 
for the wide dissemination o f  facts and opinions connected with the 
Astatic religions, philosophies and sciences, A ll who hare anything 
worth telling are made welcome, and not interfered with. Rejected 
21SS. are not returned.

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Adverting to articles and correspondence 
destined fo r  the pages of the T h  e o s o p h  i s t ,  tve 
would call the attention of intending contri- 
buturs to the following instructions : —

(/.) lVo anonymous documents will be accepted for insertion, eoen 
though they may be signed “ a Theosophist."

(II.) A ny contributor not desiring his name to be made public 
should give the necessary intimation to the Editor when forwarding  
his contribution.

( I I I .) Contributors are requested to forw ard their articles in the 
early part o f  the month, so as to allow the Editor plenty o f time for 
correction and disposal in the pages o f the T h e o s o p h i s t .

(IV .) A ll correspondence to be on one side o f the paper only, 
having clear spaces between lines and with a wide margin.

T H E  E D U C A T IO N  COMMISSION A T  POONA.

T l i e  f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  Pioneer c o n t a i n i n g  a, 

t e l e g r a p h i c  a e c o u n t o f  a  t o t a l l y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  

h e l d  b y  t h e  l e a d i n g  B r a m h a n  l a d i e s  o f  P o o n a  t o  w e l c o m e  

t h e  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n — w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  b e  r e a d  

w i t h  t l i e  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  b y  o u r  H i n d u  r e a d e r s .  I t  i s  a n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  s i g n  o f  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  t h e  l a d i e s  o f  I n d i a  h a v e  

t u r n e d  a  n e w  l e a f  a i?d  m a n i f e s t e d  a  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l  s u b j e c t s — e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  s t r i k e s  

t h  o  m o r e  f o r c i b l y  w h e n  o n e  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p r e s e n t  u n f o r t u 

n a t e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  l a d i e s .  I t  i s  t o  b e  h o p e d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  e x a m p l e  s e t  b y  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  P e i s l n v a s ,  

h i t h e r t o  t h e  m o s t  o r t h o d o x  o f  a l l  c i t i e s  a n d  t h e  v e r y  h o t b e d  

o f  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  B r a m l i a n i s m ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  l o s t  u p o n  

o t h e r  a n d  l e s s  i m p r e g n a b l e  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  

t h a t  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  m e n t a l  r e v o l u t i o n  w o r k e d  b y  

P a n d i t a  R a m a b a i  w i l l  n o t  d i e  a w a y  l i k e  s o  m a n y  o t h e r  

institutions started by some of our modern Hindus,' May

c o u n t r y ,  o f  w h i c h  s h e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l i g h t s  a n d  g l o r i e s ,  a n d  

m a y  s h e  l i v e  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  s e e d  s h e  h a s  s o w n ,  b e g i n s  t o  

g e r m i n a t e  :—  'v A > \
e t /  / i f '

7 P o o n a ,  1 0 t h  Sept.

A public meeting of an altogether unprecedented character 
was held by tlie leading Bramhan ladies of Poona yesterday to 
welcome the Education Commission. The President having 
referred in a speech 011 Friday to the absence of municipal 
girls’ schools here, the Arya Mahila Sabha, or Indian Ladies’ 
Association, convened a public meeting of Alaharatta ladies in 
the Town Hall to show that, although the municipality had not 
encouraged girls’ schools, a real movement was being made by 
the best families of the Maharntta country.

Notwithstanding heavy rain, about three hundred ladies,nearly 
all Bramhans, and representing the most influential families in 
Poona, assembled, with tlieir children, and many of the p rincipal 

native gentlemen, in the Town Ilall. The famous young ladv, 
Pandita liumabai Sanskrita, the Secretary to the Association 
read au address to the Education Commission and made an 
eloquent speech in Maharatti. She dwelt 011 the great diffi
culties which tlieir efforts as women of good family had to 
encounter from the absence of trained female teachers, whom 
thoy could trust, and the absence of school books fit to be placed 
in their girls’ hands. They wanted education for their girls 
as much as for tlieir boys, lu t Government had supplied 
trustworthy teachers and suitable books for their boys, and none 
for their girls.

The lady’s speech was frequently applauded, and evidently 
expressed the sense of all present.

The President of the Education Commission, in replying to 
the address, expressed his pleasure at meeting such an assembly, 
which was altogether a new experience to him in India. He 
laid stress 011 the help which such a Ladies’ Association could 
render to the cause of female education. lie  believed that, if 
their learned lady Secretary would prepnre girls’ school-books, 
which were really suitable, they would be translated into 
every vernacular. I f  the women of India had really made up 
their minds that their girls ought (o be educated, all minor 
diiiiculties would quickly disappear.

The President of the Association, the wife of the most 
influential Bramhan in Poona, concluded the proceedings by a 
Mahratti speech, delivered with great dignity, in which she 
dwelt 011 the stimulus which the actual presence of the Commis
sion was giving to female education, both here and iu every 
province which it visited.

Ih o  non-official members of the Poona municipality intimated 
yesterday tlieir willingness to take up the cause of girls’ 
schools, and to provide the necessary funds under the new 
municipal arrangements resulting from Lord Iiipon’s scheme 
of local self-government.
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T IIE  EVOLUTION OF MAN- 

1SY A LAY CHELA.

An e s s a y  o n  s o  v a s t  a  t o p i c  a.s t h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  a  v e r y  
f r a g m e n t a r y  " F r a g m e n t ' ’ ; b u t  a n  i n c o m p l e t e  s k e t c h  m a y  
b e  f o u n d  u s e f u l  a s  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n .  I t  
i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  p o n d e r  o n  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  d e s t i n a t i o n  
o f  m a n  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a n  c a n  b e  
g a t h e r e d  i r o m  t h e  o p e n  p a g e  o f  N a t u r e  b e f o r e  u s  a t  a n y  
g i v e n  m o m e n t :  i t  i s  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  

i m a g i n a t i v e  a n d  r e a s o n i n g  f a c u l t i e s  i n  f i l l i n g  u p  d e t a i l s ,  
a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e s i g n  l i a s  b e e n  m a d e  i n t e l l i g i b l e .  A l l  
o r d i n a r y  t h e o r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  c r e a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s o u l  

b e l o n g  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  o r d e r ,  a n d  v e r y  
p o o r ,  c r u d e  a n d  i n a c c u r a t e ,  d o  t h e y  s e e m ,  w h e n  r e f e r r e d  

t o  t h e  b r o a d  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  f a c t s  a s  k n o w n  t o  i n i t i a t e s  

o f  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e .
G r e a t l y  m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  w i t h i n  i t s  d o m a i n ,  t h a n  r e l i 

g i o u s  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  o r d i n a r y  s c i e n c e  h a s  m a d e  o u t  a  
g r e a t  d e a l  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  M a n ’s  b o d y .  A n d  
o v e n  t h o u g h  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n s  m a y  b e  i n c o m p l e t e ,  t h e y  a r c  
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  w r o n g .  I t  o n l y  e r r s  s e r i o u s l y  w h e n  i t  t r i e s  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  o u t s i d e  i t s  p r o p e r  d o m a i n ,  a n d  

f a n c i e s  t h a t  I h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a n i m a l  f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

g r a d u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  m a y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e s s  
w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y  ; i u  o t h e r  w o r d s  

t h a t  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i t h  w h i c h  h u m a n i t y  i s  n o w  
e n d o w e d  i s  m e r e l y  o n e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  o r g a n i c  
c h e m i s t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  t r a i n i n g  m o d e r n  t h o u g h t  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  

l i a s  p a v e d  t l i e  w a y  f o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  w h i c h  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  

i s  a t  l a s t  c o n c e d i n g  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  l i a s  s u p p l i e d  a  c l u e  
t o  t h o  t r u e  m e t h o d  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  s o  

u n s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  b y  v u l g a r  c o s m o g o n y  t o  c r e a t i o n .  
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  h o w  f a r  t h o  h a b i t  o f  l i t e r a l l y  
b e l i e v i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  1 m s  r e a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h e  W e s t e r n  m i n d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  G o d ,  i n  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  p e r f o r m e d  s o m e  c h a r m  “ w i t h  w o v e n  p a c e s  
a n d  w i t h  w a v i n g  h a n d s ’’ a n d  t h a t  t h e  E a r t h  s p r a n g  
i n s t a n t l y  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  t r e e s  a n d  l i v e 
s t o c k ,  a n d  r e a d y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  w e e k  for- t h e  
h a b i t a t i o n  o f  a  110 l e s s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  c r e a t e d  m a n .  
. B u t  e v e n  w h e n  o r t h o d o x  t h e o l o g i s t s  c o n c e d e  t h a t  t h e  
d a y s  o f  c r e a t i o n  m a y  b e  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e ,  t h e y  
c e r t a i n l y  d o  n o t ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
E a r t h  a n d  a l l  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r c  t h e  f r u i t  o f  a n  a c t  o f  
c r e a t i o n  w o r k e d  o u t  m o r e  o r  l e s s  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  ivithiic the 
limits of the world note before wc, e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  l a w s  

e s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  r e s u l t s  n o w  p e r c e i v e d ,  
o r  b y  a  m o r e  w o r k m a n l i k e  p r o c e s s  w i t h  l u m p s  o f  c l a y ,  
s p a r e  r i b s ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  h a n d y  m a t e r i a l s  w l i i c h  a  t a n g i b l e  
a n d  v i s i b l e  C r e a t o r  m i g h t  f i n d  l y i n g  a b o u t  h i s  p r e m i s e s .

O r t a i n l y  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  a g a i n  b r e a k i n g  i n  u p o n  

t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n s ,  d i s t u r b s  o r t h o d o x  s p e c u l a t i o n  b y  
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t l i e  e a r t h  w a s  a t  o n e  t i m e  a  v i s c i d  
g l o b e  o f  i n o r g a n i c  f i e r y  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  f u r t h e r  b a c k  s t i l l  i t  

w a s  a  r i n g  o f  i n c a n d e s c e n t  v a p o u r  t h r o w n  o f f  f r o m  t h e  
s u n ,  t h a t  f u r t h e r  b a c k  s t i l l ,  i t  w a s  p a r t  m e r e l y  o f  a  v a s t  

f i e r y  n e b u l a  l i k e  t h a t  w h i c h  t o  tin’s  d a y  m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  O r i o n ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  t i n e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
o f  m o d e i  n p h y s i c a l  r e s e a r c h  h a v e  s h o w n  w i t h  approximate 
c e r t a i n t y  t o  b e  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  w h i c h  r e a s o n  h a d  
p r e v i o u s l y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  o u r  o w n  s y s t e m  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  

i n  o n c e .  B u t  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  d o e s  n o t  g o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t o  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e o l o g y  m u s t  s o m e h o w  r e c o n c i l e  i t s  c o n c e p 
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e s e  r u d i m e n t a r y  f a c t s .  I t  t a i l s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  
t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a n d  o f f e r s ,  f o r  i t s  o w n  p a r t ,  a  
t h e o r y  s o  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n — t h a t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
m y s t e r i e s , — t h a t  o n l y  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  t h i n k i n g *  m e n  
f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a b l e  t o  p u t  n p  w i t h  i t  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  h y p o t h e s e s ,  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h o u g h  

these may b e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  physical mysteries. °

N o w  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  c a n  a n d  d o e s  b r i d g e  t h e  g u l f  
b e t w e e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  
d e s c a n t  a t  l e n g t h  u p o n  i t s  m e t h o d s  o f  r e s e a r c h .  O 11 t h a t  
h e a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  l i a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  l a t e l y ,  a n d  t h e  
r e a d e r  m a y  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  h a v e  h a d  f o r  r e a l i s i n g  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n s ,  b y  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  
f a c u l t i e s  d o r m a n t  i n  a l l ,  ( a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w h i c h  a l l  
m a y  p r o v e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  i f  t h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  t r o u b l e )  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t l i e  m e a n s  o f  e x p l o r i n g  
r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
s e n s e s .  B y  d e g r e e s  s u c h  p e r s o n s  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  t h a t  
e n o r m o u s  m a s s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  
N a t u r e  o v e r  v a s t  a r e a s  o f  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e  
t h e m  t o  m a k e  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c h a i a c t o r  
o t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  w e  a r e  a b o u t  t o  d e s c r i b e .

T h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  f a c t  w h i c h  o c c u l t  s c i e n c c  p r e s e n t s  t o  o u r  

n o t i c e  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  m a n  011 t h i s  g l o b e  w i l l  
b e  s e e n  a t  a  g l a n c e  t o  h e l p  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o v e r  s o m e  

e m b a r r a s s m e n t s  o f  t h e  f a m i l i a r  s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  
T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  m a n  i s  n o t  a  p r o c e s s  c a n r e d  o u t  011 t h i s  
p l a n e t  a l o n e .  I t  i s  a  r e s u l t  t o  w h i c h  m a n y  w o r l d s  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d .  I f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  w e r e  m e r e l y  p u t  
f o r w a u l  a s  a  c o n j e c t u r e ,  i t  w o u l d  s u r e l y  r e c o m m e n d  i t s e l f  
f o r c i b l y  t o  r a t i o n a l  m i n d s .  F o r  t h e r e  i s  a  m a n l i e s t  i r r a t i o n 
a l i t y  111 t h e  c o m m o n - p l a c e  n o t i o n  t h a t  m a n ' s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  m a t e r i a l  b e g i n n i n g ,  l a s t i n g  s i x t y  o r  s e v e n t y  

y e a r s ,  a n d  a  s p i r i t u a l  r e m a i n d e r  l a s t i n g  f o r  e v e r .  T h e  

i r r a t i o n a l i t y  a m o u n t s  t o  a b s u r d i t y  w h e n  i t  i s  a l l e g e d  t h a t  
t h e  a c t s  o t  t h e  s i x t y  o r  s e v e n t y  y e a r s , — t h e  b l u n d e r i n g  
h e l p l e s s  a c t s  o t  i g n o r a n t  h u m a n  l i f e — a r e  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e  o l  a n  A l l - w i s e  P r o v i d e n c e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  c o n d i 
t i o n s  o l  t h a t  l a t e r  l i f e  o f  i n f i n i t e  d u r a t i o n .  N o r  i s  i t  l e s s  
e x t r a v a g a n t  t o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  a p a r t  l r o m  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

j u s t i c e ,  t h e  l i f e  b e y o n d  t h e  g r a v e  s h o u l d  b e  e x e m p t  f r o m  

t h e  l a w  o f  c h a n g e ,  p r o g r e s s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  e v e r y  

a n a l o g y  o f  N a t u r e  p o i n t s  t o  a s  p r o b a b l y  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  
a l l  t h e  v a r i e d  e x i s t e n c e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  B u t  o n c e  
a b a n d o n  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  u n i f o r m ,  u n v a r y i n g ,  u n p r o g r c s s i v e  
l i f e  b e y o n d  t h e  g r a v e , — o n c e  a d m i t  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
c h a n g e  a n d  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h a t  l i f e — a n d  w e  a d m i t  t h e  i d e a  
o f  a  v a r i e t y  h a r d l y  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  h y p o t h e s i s  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  s u c c e s s i v e  w o r l d s .  A s  w e  
h a v e  s a i d  b e l o r e ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  h y p o t h e s i s  a t  a l l  f o r  o c c u l t  
s c i e n c e ,  b u t  a  f a c t ,  a s c e r t a i n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  b e y o n d  t h e  
r e a c h  ( f o r  o c c u l t i s t s )  o l  d o u b t  o r  c o n t i a d i c t i o n .

T h e  l i f e  a n d  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h i s  P l a n e t  i n  f a c t ,
—  a l l  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e s  i t  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  d e a d  

l u m p  o t  c h a o t i c  m a t t e r , — a r e  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  a n d  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p l a n e t s .  B u t  l e t  i t  

n o t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  110 f i n a l i t y  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  
s c h e m e  o f  t h i s  p l a n e t a r y  u n i o n  t o  w h i c h  w e  belong. 
I h e  h u m a n  i m a g i n a t i o n  o n c e  s e t  f r e e  i s  a p t  s o m e t i m e s  To 

b o u n d  t o o  f a r .  O n c e  l e t  t h i s  n o t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  i s  m e r e l y  
o n e  l i n k  i n  a  m i g h t y  c h a i n  o f  w o r l d s ,  b e  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  
p r o b a b l e ,  o r  t r u e ,  a n d  i t  m a y  s u g g e s t  t h e  w h o l e  

s t a r r y  h e a v e n s  a i e  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o l  t h e  h u m a u  f a m i l y .  T h a t  

i s  s o  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a l m o s t  i n f i n i t e l y  l a r  

t h c r e f r o m .  O n e  g l o b e  d o e s  n o t  a f f o r d  N a t u r e  s c o p e  f o r  t h e  
p r o c e s s e s  b y  w h i c h  m a n k i n d  h a s  b e e n  e v o k e d  f r o m  c h a o s  
b u t  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  m o r e  t h a n  a  l i m i t e d  

a n d  d e f i n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  g l o b e s .  S e p a r a t e d  a s  t h e s e  a r c ,  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  g r o s s  m e c h a n i c a l  m a t t e r  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  c o n s i s t ,  

t h e y  a r e  c l o s e l y  a n d  i n t i m a t e l y  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  b y  s u b t l e  
c u r r e n t s  a n d  l o r e e s ,  w h o s e  e x i s t e n c e  r e a s o n  n e e d  n o t  b e  

m u c h  t r o u b l e d  t o  c o n c e d e  s i n c e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o l  some 
c o n n e c t i o n , — o f  f o r c e  a s  e t l i e r i a l  m e d i a , - — u n i t i n g  a l l  v i s i b l e  

c e l e s t i a l  b o d i e s ,  i s  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  m e r e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  are 
v i s i b l e .  I t  i s  a l o n g  t h e s e  s u b t l e  c u r r e n t s  t h a t  t h e  l i f e -  
e l e i n e n t s  p a s s  f r o m  w o r l d  t o  w o r l d .

T h e  f a c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l  a t  o n c e  b e  l i a b l e  t o  d i s t o r t i o n  
t o  s u i t  p r e c o n c e i v e d  h a b i t s  o f  m i n d .  S o m e  r e a d e r s  
m a y  i m a g i n e  o u r  m e a n i n g  t o  b e  t h a t  a f t e r  d e a t h  
t h e  s u r v i v i n g  s o u l  w i l l  b e  d i a w n  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t s  o f  t h a t  

world with which its affinities connect it. The real process



is more methodieal. The system of worlds is a circuit 
round wliicl) nil individual spiritual entities have, alike, 
to pass; and tha t  p a ssa g e  constitu testhc Involution of Man. 
For it must be realised, th a t  the evolution of man 
is a process still going on, and by 110 means yet complete. 
Darwinian writings have tau g h t  the  modern world to 
regard the ape as an ancestor, bu t  the  simple conccit of 
Western speculation has rarely permitted European 
evolutionists to look in the other direction and recognise 
the probability, th a t  to our r e m o te  descendants we may be, 
as th a t  unwelcome progenitor to us. And the two facts 
ju s t  Jpclared hinge together. The higher evolution will 
ho accomplished by our progress through the successivc 
worlds of the system ; and in higher forms wc shall return 
to this earth again, and again, and again. B u t  the 
avenues of thought through wliich wo look forward to this 
prospect, are of almost inconceivable length.

It will readily be supposed th a t  the chain of worlds to 
which this earth belongs are not all prepared for a 
material existence exactlv, or even approximately resembl
ing our own. There would be 110 meaning in an organised 
chain of worlds which were all alike, and m ight as well 
all have been amalgamated into one. In  reality the 
worlds with which we are connected are very unlike each 
other, not merely in outward conditions, bu t in th a t  
supreme characteristic, the proportion in which,— spirit, 
and matter,— arc mingled in t l i c r  constitution. Our own 
world presents us with conditions iu which spirit and 
m atte r  arc, on the whole, evenly balanced in equilibrium. 
Let it  not be supposed on l i n t  account th a t  it  is very 
highly elevated in tho scale of perfection. On the 
contrary, it occupies a very low place in th a t  scale. The 
worlds tha t are high'T in the scale aro tho'-o in which 
spirit largely predominates. There is another world 
attached to tiie chain rather than forming a part of it in 
which m atter asserts itself even more decisively than on 
earth, but this may bo spoken of lator.

That the superior worlds which Man may come to 
inhabit in his onward progress should gradually become 
more and more spiritual in their  constitution,— life thero 
being more and more successfully divorced from gross 
material needs,— will seem reasonable enough at the first, 
glance. B u t the first glance in imagination at those 
which m ight conversely be called the inferior, bu t may 
with less inaccuracy be spoken as the preceding worlds, 
would perhaps suggest tha t  they ought, to be conversely 
less spiritual,— more material, than this earth. The fact 
is quite tho other way,— and must be so, it  will be seen 
on reflection, in a chain of worlds which is an endless 
chain, ie. round and round which tho evolutionary 
process travels. I f  th a t  process had merely ono journey 
to travel along a pa th  which never returned into itself, 
one could th ink of it, a t  any rate, as working from 
almost absolute matter, up to almost absolute spirit, 
bu t nature works always in complete curves, and 
travels always in paths which re tu rn  into themselves. 
The earliest, as also the  latest, developed worlds— 
for the chain itself has grown by degrees,— tho furthest 
back as also the furthest forward are the most immaterial, 
the most etherial of the whole series and th a t  
this is in all ways in accordance with the  fitness of things 
will appear from the reflection th a t  the  furthest forward 
of the worlds is not a region of finality, bu t the stepping 
stone to the furthest back— as the month of December 
leads 11s back again to January. B u t it  is not a climax 
of development from wliich the individual inonad falls, as 
by a catastrophe, into the state from which he slowly 
began to ascend millions of years previously. From tha t  
which for reasons which will soon appear m ust be consi
dered the highest world 011 the ascending arc of the circle 
to th a t  which must be regarded as the  first ou tho 
descending arc,— in one sense the lowest, i.e. in the order 
of development,— there is no descent a t  all, but still ascent 
and progress. For the spiritual monad or entity which 
has worked its way all round tbe  cycle of evolution, a t 
any one of the  many stages of development into which

th e  various existences around us may be grouped, begins 
its next cvclo a t  tho next higer stage, and is thus still 
accomplishing progress as it passes from world Z back 
again to world A. Many times does it  circle, in this way 
r ight round the  system, but its passage round must, not be 
though t of merely as a circular revolution in an orbit. In 
the  scale of spiritual perfection it  is constantly ascending. 
Tims if wc compare the system of worlds to a system of 
towers standing 011 a plain,— towers each of many stories 
and symbolising the scale of perfection,— tho spiritual 
monad performs a spiral progress round and round the 
series, passing through each tower, every time it comes 
round to it, a t a higher level than beforo.

I t  is for want of realising this idea tha t  speculation 
concerned with physical evolution is so constantly finding 
itself stopped by dead walls. I t  is searching for its 
missing links in a world where it  can never find them 
now, for they were bu t required for a temporary purpose, 
and have passed away. Man, savs the Darwinian, was once 
an ape. Quite true, bu t  the  ape known to the Darwinian 

.will never become a man, i.e. the form  will not change 
from generation to generation till the  tail disappears 
and the  hands turn into feet, nnd so 011. Ordinary science 
avows th a t  though changes of form can be detected in 
progress within the limits of species, the  changes from 
species to species can only be inferred, and to account for 
theso, it  is content to assume great intervals of time and 
the  extinct ion of the intermediate forms. There has been 
110 doubt an extinction of the intermediate or earlier forms 
ot all species, (in the  larger acceptation o f th e  word), i.e., 
of all kingdoms, mineral, vegetable, animal, roan. &c., 
bu t ordinary science can merely guess tha t  to have been 
the fact without realising the. conditions which rendered 
it  inevitable, and which forbid the renewed generation of 
tho intermediate forms.

It, is the  spiral character of the progress accomplished 
by the  life impulses which develop the  various kingdoms 
of Nature, which accounts for the gaps now observed in the 
animated forms which people the earth. The thread of a 
screw which is a uniform inclined plane in reality looks 
liko a succession of steps when examined on 'y  along one 
line parallel to its axis. Tho spiritual monads which are 
coming round the  system 011 the  animal level pass on 
to other worlds when they have performed their  turn of 
animal incarnation hero. By tho time they come again, 
they are ready for human incarnation, and there is no 
necessity now for the  upward development of animal forms 
into hum an forms,— these aro already waiting for their 
spiritual tenants. B u t if we go back far enough we come 
to a period a t  which there were no human forms ready 
developed 011 the earth, bu t when spiritual monads travell
ing 011 the  earliest or lowest human level, were beginning 
to come round. Their onward pressure in a world a t  tha t  
time containing none bu t animal forms provoked the 
improvement of the  highest of these into the required form, 
— the much-talked-of missing link.

In one way of looking at the m atter it m aybe  contended 
th a t  this explanation is identical with the inference of 
tho Darwinian evolutionist in regard to the development 
and extinction of missing links. After all, i t  may be 
argued by a materialist, “ we are not concerned to express 
an.opinion as to the origin o f th e  tendency in species to 
develop higher forms. W e say tha t  they do develop these 
higher forms by intermediate links, and th a t  the  in ter
mediate links die o u t ;  and you say ju s t  the same thing.” 
B u t there is a.distinction between the two ideas for any 
ono who can follow subtle distinctions. The natural process 
of evolution from the influence of local circumstances, and 
sexual selection m ust not be credited with producing 
intermediate forms, and this is why it is inevitable tha t 
the  intermediate forms should be of a temporary naturo 
and should die out. Otherwise we should find the 
world stocked with missing links of all kinds, animal life 
creeping by plainly apparent degrees up to manhood, 
human forms mingling in indistinguishable confusion with 
those of animals. The impulse to the new evolution of



higher forms is really given ns we have shown by rushes 
of spiritual monads coming round the  cvele in a state fit, 
for the  inhabitation of new forms. These superior lift' 
impulses burst the chrysalis of the older form on the 
planet they invade and throw off an efflorescence of some
th ing  higher. The forms which have gone on merely 
repeating themselves for milleniums, s ta rt  afresh, into 
growth ; with relative rapidity they rise through the 
in term ediate  into the higher forms, and then ns these in 
turn nro multiplied with the  vigour and rapidity of all 
new growths they supply tenements of flesh for the  
spiritual entities coming round on tha t  stage or plane of 
existence, and for the intermediate forms there are no 
longer any tenants offering. Inevitably they become extinct.
 ̂ Thus is evolution accomplished as regards its essential 

impulse by a spiral pror/rcxs through the  worlds. Tu the 
course of explaining this idea we have partly anticipated 
tho declaration of another fact of first-rate importance as 
an aid to correct views of the world system to which we 
belong. That is tha t  the tide of life,— the wave of existence, 
— tho spiritual impulse call it by what name we please, 
passes on from planet to planet by rushes, or gushes ; not 
by an even continuous flow. For the  momentary purpose 
of illustrating the  idea in hand the process may be com
pared to the  filling of a series of holes or tubs sunk in the 
ground, such as may sometimes be seen at, the  mouths 
of teeble springs, and connected with each other by 
l i t t le  surface channels. The stream from the spring as it 
flows is gathered up entirely in the beginning by the 
first hole, or tub  A, and it  is only when this is 
quite  full that the  continued in-pouring of water from the 
spring causes tha t  whieh it  already contains to overflow 
into tub  B. This in turn fills and overflows along the 
channel which leads to tub C, and so on. Now, though, of 
course, a clumsy analogy of this kind will not carry us very 
far, it  precisely illustrates the evolution of life on a. chain 
of worlds like th a t  we are attached to, and, indeed, the 
evolution of the worlds themselves. For tho process 
which goes on does not involve the pre-existence of a 
chain of globes whieh nature proceeds to stock with life; 
bu t it is one in which the evolution of each globe is the 
resu lt  of previous evolutions, and the consequence of 
certain impulses thrown off from its predecessor in the 
superabundance of their development. Now it is necessary 
to deal with this characteristic of the  process to be 
described, bu t directly we begin to deal with if we have 
to go back in imagination to a period in the  development 
of our system very far antecedent, to that, whieh is specially 
our subject a t  present,— the evolution of man. And 
manifestly, as soon as we begin talking of the beginnings 
of worlds, wc are dealing with phenomena which can have 
had very little to do with life , as we understand the 
matter, and, therefore, it may bo supposed, nothing to do 
w ith  life impulses. B u t  let us go back by degrees. 
B ehind the human harvest of the life impulse there lay 
the  harvest of mere, animal fo rm s--as  every one realises. 
Behind tha t  the harvest or growths of mere vegetable 
forms— for some of these undoubtedly preceded the 
appearance of the earliest animal life on the planet.. Then 
before the vegetable organisations there  were mineral 
organisations, for even a mineral is a product of Nature , an 
evolution from something behind it, as every imaginable 
manifestation of na ture  must be until in the vast series of 
manifestations, the mind travels back to the  unmanifested 
beginning of all things. On pure metaphysics of that 
sort wc are not now ensnared. I t  is enough to show tliat,o o o
we may as reasonably,— and tha t  we must if we would 
ta lk  about these m atters  a t  all— conceive of a life impulse 
giving birth  to mineral forms, as if the  same sort of 
impulse concerned to raise a race of apes into a race of 
rudimentary men. Indeed, occult science travels back 
even further in its exhaustive analysis of evolution, than 
the period a t  which minerals began to assume existence. 
In  the process of developing worlds from fiery nebulae 
N atu re  begins with something earlier than  minerals— with 
the elemental forces th a t  underlie the phenom ena of

nature as visible now and perceptible to the senses of 
man. B u t  th a t  branch of the subject may be left alone 
for the present. Let us take up the process a t the  
jieriod when the first world of the series globe A, let us 
call it, is merely a congeries of mineral forms. Now it 
must be remembered th a t  globe A has already been 
described as very much more etherial, more predominated 
by spirit, as distinguished from matter, than the  globe of 
which we a t  present are having personal experience, so 
tha t  a large allowance m ust be made for tha t  state  of 
things when wc ask the reader to think of it at starting as 
a mere congeries of mineral forms. Mineral forms may 
be mineral in the sense of not belonging to the higher 
forms of vegetable organism, and may yet. be very 
immaterial as we th ink of m atte r  very etherial consisting 
of a very fine or subtle quality of matter, in which 
the  other pole or characteristic of nature,— spirit,— 
largely predominates. The minerals we are trying to 
pourtray arc, as it were, the  ghosts of minerals, by no 
means the highly-finished and beautiful, hard crystals, 
which the niinora’ogiad cabinets of this world supply. 
In these lower spirals of evolution with which we are now 
dealing as with the  higher ones, there is progress from 
world to world, and th a t  is the great point a t  which we 
have been aiming. There is progress downwards, so to 
speak, in finish and materiality and consistency; and then, 
again, progress upward in spirituality as coupled with the 
finish which matter, or materiality rendered possible in 
the first, instance. I t  will be found th a t  the  process of 
evolution in its higher stages as regards man is carried on 
in exactly the same way. All through these studies, 
indeed, it will be found th a t  one process of N ature  typifies 
another, tha t  the big is the  repetition of the little on a 
larger scale.

I t  is manifest, from what we have already said, and in 
order th a t  the progress of organisms on globe A shall be 
accounted for, th a t  the  mineral kingdom will no more, 
develop the vegetable, kingdom on globe A  until it. 
receives an impulse from without, than the  Earth  was able 
to develop Man from the ape till it received an 
impulse from without. But. it  will be inconvenient 
at present, to go back to a consideration of the 
impulses whieh operate on globe A in the beginning of the 
system’s construction.

We have already,— in order to be able to advance more 
comfortably from a, far later period than tha t  to which wc 
have now receded, gone back so far th a t  further recession 
would change the  whole character of this explanation. We 
m ust stop somewhere, and for the  present it, will be best 
to take the life impulses behind globe A, for granted. And 
having stopped there we may now trea t the enormous 
period intervening between the mineral epoch on globe A 
and the man epoch, in a very cursory way, and so get back 
to the main problem before us. W hat has been already 
said facilitates a cursory treatm ent of the intervening 
evolntion. The full development of the mineral epoch on 
globe A prepares the way for the vegetable development, 
and as soon as this begins, the mineral life impulse 
overflows into globe B. Then when the vegetable 
development on globe A  is complete and the animal 
development, begins, the  vegetable life impulse over
flows to globe B, and the  mineral impulse passes on to 
globe 0. Then, finally, comes the human life impulse 
on globe A.

Now it is necessary at  this point to guard against one 
misconception th a t  m ight arise. As ju s t  roughly described, 
the  process m ight convey the idea tha t  by the time the 
human impulse began on globe A, the mineral impulse 
was then beginning on globe D, and th a t  beyond lay 
chaos. This is very far from being the case for two reasons. 
Firstly, as already stated, there are processes of evolution 
which precede the  mineral evolution, nnd thus a wave of 
evolution,— indeed several waves of evolution precede the 
mineral wave in its progress round the spheres. B u t over 
and above this, there  is a fact to be stated which has such 
an influence on th e  course of events. W hen it is realised,



i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  i m p u l s e  h a s  p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  

t i m e s  c o m p l e t e l y  r o u n d  t h e  w h o l e  c h a i n  o f  w o r l d s  b e f o r e  

t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h o  h u m a n  i m p u l s e  o n  g l o b e  A .  
T h i s  f a c t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s  E a c h  k i n g d o m  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  
v e g e t a b l e ,  a n i m a l ,  a n d  s o  o n ,  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s p i r a l  
l a y e r s .  T l i e  s p i r i t u a l  m o n a d s , - — t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t o m s  o f  t h a t  
i m m e n s e  l i f e  i m p u l s e  o f  w l i i c h  s o  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  sa id , -—  
d o  n o t  f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  m i n e r a l  e x i s t e n c e  011 g l o b e  A ,  
t h e n  c o m p l e t e  i t  011 g l o b e  B ,  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e y  p a s s  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  r o u n d  t h e  w h o l e  c i r c l e  a s  m i n e r a l s  ; a n d  t h e n  a g a i n  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  r o u n d  a s  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a s  

a n i m a l s .  W e  p u r p o s e l y  r e f r a i n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  f r o m  

g o i n g  i n t o  f i g u r e s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  s t a t e  

t l i e  o u t l i n e  o f  t l i e  s c h e m e  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  f i r s t ,  b u t  
f i g u r e s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  N a t u r e  h a v e  n o w  
b e e n  g i v e n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  b y  t h e  o c c u l t  a d e p t s  ( f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ) ,  a n d  t h e y  s l i a l l  b e  b r o u g h t  
o u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e s e  e s s a y s  b e f o r e  w e  h a v e  d o n e ,  b u t  
n s w e s a y t h e  o u t l i n e  i s  e n o u g h  f o r  a n y o n e  t o  t h i n k  o f  a t  f i r s t .

A n d  n o w  w e  h a v e  r u d i m e n t a r y  m a n  b e g i n n i n g  h i s  e x i s t 

e n c e  o n  g l o b e  A ,  i n  t h a t  w o r l d  w h e r e  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  a s  
t h e  g h o s t s  o f  t l i e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t h i n g s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d .  H e  
i s  b e g i n n i n g 1 h i s  l o n g  d e s c e n t  i n t o  m a t t e r .  A n d  t h e  l i f eo © o
i m p u l s e  o f  e a c h  “ r o u n d ” o v e r f l o w s ,  a n d  t h e  r a c e s  o f  m a n  
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  o n  a l l  t h o  
p l a n e t s , — o n  e a c h  i n  t u r n .  B u t  t h e  R o u n d s  a r e  m o r e  
c o m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n  t h a n  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  w o u l d  
s h o w  i f  i t  . s t o p p e d  s h o r t  h e r e .  T h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  e a c h  
s p i r i t u a l  m o n a d  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  p l a n o t  t o  

p l a n e t .  W i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  e a c h  p l a n e t ,  e a c h  t i m e  i t  
a r r i v e s  t h e r e  i t  h a s  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  

t o  p e r f o r m .  I t  i s  m a n y  t i m e s  i n c a r n a t e d  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  
r a c e s  o f  m a n ,  b e f o r e  i t  p a s s e s  o n w a r d ,  a n d  i t  e v e n  h a s  

m a n y  i n c a r n a t i o n s  i n  e a c h  g r e a t  r a c e .  I t  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  
w h e n  w e  g e t  011 f u r t h e r  th a t ,  t h i s  f a c t  t h r o w s  a  H o o d  o f  

l i g h t  u p o n  t l i e  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d  a s  w e  k n o w  i t ,  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h o s e  i m m e n s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  
m o r a l i t y ,  a n d  e v e n  o f  w e l f a r e  i n  i t s  h i g h e s t  s e n s e ,  w h i c h  
g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a r  s o  p a i n f u l l y  m y s t e r i o u s .

T h a t  w h i c h  l i a s  a  d e f i n i t e  b e g i n n i n g  g e n e r a l l y  h a s  a n  
e n d  a l s o .  A s  w e  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  
u n d e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  b e g a n  w h e n  c e r t a i n  i m p u l s e s  f i r s t  c o m 
m e n c e d  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  i t  m a y  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r o  
t e n d i n g  t o w a r d s  a  f i n a l  c o n s u m m a t i o n ,  t o w a r d s  a. g o a l  a n d  a  
c o n c l u s i o n .  T h a t  i s  s o ,  t h o u g h  t h e  g o a l  i s  s t i l l  f a r  off .  
M a n ,  a s  w e  k n o w  h i m  o n  t h i s  e a r t h ,  i s  b u t  h a l f  w a y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  t o  w h i c h  h e  o w e s  h i s  
p r e s e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e  w i l l  b e  a s  m u c h  g r e a t e r ,  
— b e f o r e  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  o u r  s y s t e m  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  
— t h a n  h e  i s  n o w ,  a s  h e  i s  n o w  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  

m i s s i n g  l i n k .  A n d  t h a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  w i l l  e v e n  b e  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  011 t h i s  E a r t h ,  w h i l e ,  i n  t l i e  o t h e r  w o r l d s ,  
o f  t h e  a s c e n d i n g  s e r i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  l o f t i e r  p e a k s  o f  
p e r f e c t i o n  t o  b e  s c a l e d .  I t  i s  u t t e r l y  b e y o n d  t h e  r a n g e  o f  
f a c u l t i e s  u n t u t o r e d  i n  t h e  d i s c e r n m e n t  o f  o c c u l t  m y s t e r i e s  
t o  i m a g i n e  t h e  k i n d  o f  l i f e ,  w h i c h  M a n  w i l l  t h u s  u l t i m a t e l y  
l e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  z e n i t h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c y c l e  i s  a t t a i n e d .  B u t  
t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h  t o  b e  d o n e  i n  f i l l i n g  u p  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  
o u t l i n e  n o w  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  f o r e c a s t  t h o s e  w h i c h  h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  e x i s t e n c e s  t o w a r d s  
w h i c h  e v o l u t i o n  i s  r e a c h i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  e n o r m o u s  a b y s s e s  
o f t l i e  f u t u r e .

A  V E R Y  I N T E R E S T I N G  I N S T R U M E N T ,  C A L L E D  A  L ' l T O T O -  

g r a p h i c  g u n ,  l i a s  b e e n  i n v e n t e d  b y  a  F r e n c h m a n —  
M .  M a r  l'o'z. I t  i s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  n o r  l e s s  t h a n  a  v e r y  l a r g e  
r e v o l v e r ,  w i t h  a  s t o c k  t o  p u t  t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r .  T h e  b a r r e l  
is ,  t e l e s c o p e ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  l e n s e s  o f  a  
c a m e r a .  T h e r e  a r e  t w e l v e  a p e r t u r e s ,  w h i c h  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  
o f  c h a m b e r s .  T h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  p u t s  a  s e n s i t i s e d  p l a t e  
b e h i n d  t h e s e  a p e r t u r e s ,  a n d ,  p e r f o r m i n g  a n  o p e r a t i o n  
a n a l o g o u s  t o  c o c k i n g  a  g u n ,  t h e  w e a p o n  i s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  
f i e l d .  O 11 s e e i n g  a  f l y i n g  b i r d ,  h e  t a k e s  a i m ,  a n d  p u l l s  t h e  
t r i g g e r .  T h e  c h a m b e r  r e v o l v e s  o n c e  a n d  i n  o n e  s e c o n d  h o  
o b t a i n s  t w e l v e  l i t t l e  p i c t u r e s  o f t l i e  b i r d  i n  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s .  
— The Indian Mirror.

T H E  B l I iT H  A N D  G R O W T H  OF THE P H IL 

H A R M O N IC  A C A D E M Y  OF CALCUTTA.

(  Communicated.)

A  f e w  m o n t h s  a g o ,  a  n o t i c e  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
c o l u m n s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t  o f  a  P h i l h a r m o n i c  A c a d e m y  a t  C a l c u t t a ,  u n d e r  t h e  
p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  R a j a h  S o u r i n d r a  M o h a n  
T a g o r e ,  M u s .  D o c . ,  C . I . E . ,  & c . ,  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  r e v i v e r  a n d  

r e fo r m e r  o f  H i n d u  m u s i c .  ' I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  p r e 
c i s e l y  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  o b j e c t s  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  

w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  H i n d u  
m u s i c  h a s  a t t a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  
f o s t e r i n g  c a r e  a n d  l i b e r a l  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  

R a j a h .  H i n d u  m u s i c ,  b o t h  a s  a n  a r t  a n d  a  s c i e n c e ,  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  h i g h e s t  a m o u n t  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  d a y s ,  

a n d  f o r m e d  a  p o w e r f u l  h e l p  f o  t h e  Rishis a n d  d e v o t e e s  i n  

p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  r i t u a l s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  w o r l d l y  p e o p l e  i n  
s e e k i n g  f o r  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  i n n o c e n t  a m u s e m e n t s .  

M u s i c  w a s  t h e n ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  h a n d - m a i d  o f  r e l i g i o n .  B u t ,  
i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  i t  c a m e  t o  b e  m a d e  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  o t  
v o l u p t u o u s  p u r s u i t s ,  a n d  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  c u l t i v a t e d  b y  t h e  

h o l y  a n d  p u r e  f o r  n o b l e  p u r p o s e s ,  w a s  e a g e r l y  s o u g h t  fo r  
b y  t h e  w i c k e d  a n d  i m p u r e ,  a n d  t u r n e d  t o  a n  i g n o b l e  u s e .  
L a t t e r l y ,  i t  h a d  b e c o m e  s o  d e g r a d e d ,  t h a t  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  
f a t h e r  w o u l d  b e  s h o c k e d  t o  h e a r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  c u l t i v a t e  
t h i s  a r t .  A n d  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  w a s  t h a t  i t  
b e c a m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  w a s  v u l g a r  a n d  b a s e .  
T h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m u s i c  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  i m p e t u s  d u r i n g  

t h e  r e i g n  o f  t h e  M o g u l s  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  r e n o w n e d  

m u s i c i a n s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d .  T h e  M a h o m e d a n s ,  be, i t  r e m e m b e r e d ,  a r e  
p r o h i b i t e d  b y  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  t o  c u l t i v a t e  m u s i c ,  a n d  
c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  h a d  110 m u s i c  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  W h a t  
t h e y  p a t r o n i s e d  w a s  t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  A r y a n  n a t i o n s ,  a n d ,  

a s  p r a c t i c a l  m u s i c ,  w a s  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c h i e f l y  c a r e d  f o r —  
t h e y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  m u s i c  t o  b e  a n  a r t  m e a n t  t o  s a t i s f y  
c a r n a l  c r a v i n g s — t h e  e l a b o r a t e  l e a r n e d  t h e o r y  o f  m u s i c ,  a s  
p r o p o u n d e d  a n d  r e c o r d e d  b y  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s a g e s  

o f  o l d ,  c a m e  t o  b e  l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  T h e  s y s t e m  o f  n o t a t i o n  
d e v i s e d  b y  t h e  A r y a n  s a g e s  g o t  o u t  of  u s e ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  d e f i n i t e  s y s t e m  o f  m u s i c a l  n o t a t i o n ,  m u c h  
o f  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  n'tas a n d  
ragines w a s  l o s t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  t r a n s i t  o f  t .h e  a r t  
f r o m  e a r  t o  e a r  t o  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e  rags a n d  
ragines w e r e  i n  h o p e l e s s  c o n f u s i o n ,  e a c h  m o d e r n  m u s i c i a n  
i n s i s t i n g  u p o n  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e i r  f e a t u r e s  a s  l e a r n e d  
o r  t a u g h t  b y  h i m ,  a n d  r e j e c t i n g  t h o s e  t a u g h t  b y  o t h e r s  a s  

i n c o r r e c t .  W i t h  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  m o d e r n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y ,  a  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  I n d i a n  m u s i c  g r e w  in  

m a n y  a  H i n d u  h e a r t ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  t i l l  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  
i n i t i a t e d  b y  R a j a h  S o u r i n d r a  M o h a n  T a g o r e  t o o k  a  

p r a c t i c a l  f o r m  t h a t  t h e  r e v i v a l  m i g h t  b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  

c o m m e n c e d .

R a j a h  S o u r i n d r a  M o h a n  T a g o r e ,  w h o  s t u d i e d  m u s i c  
u n d e r  v e r y  a b l e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  f o u n d  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s t u d y  

i n  p r e t t y  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  p l i g h t  a s  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d ,  
a n d  i t  w a s  h i s  e n l i g h t e n e d  l i b e r a l i t y  o f  s p i r i t  a n d  .an 
e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  l o v e  o f  A r y a n  l o r e  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  h i m  t o  
u n d e r t a k e  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t o  
h i m ,  a s  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  A r y a n  
g l o r y ,  a  m a t t e r  o f  s u c h  u n q u a l i f i e d  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  I t  w a s ,  
o u  t h e  3 r d  A u g u s t ,  1 8 7 1 ,  t h a t  t h e  B e n g a l  M u s i c  S c h o o l  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t l i e  R a j a h  i n  t h e  r o o m s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  N o r m a l  S c h o o l ,  C a l c u t t a ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  p r o v i d 
i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y m e n  w i t h  a  c o u r s e  o f  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  
u p o n  a  s y s t e m a t i c  b a s i s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  b o o k s  
a n d  w i t h  a  s y s t e m  o f  n o t a t i o n  d e v i s e d  b y  h i m — all 
p r e p a r e d  p u r p o s e l y  f o r  t h e i r  u s e .  T h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  
w a s  v i s i t e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  b y  s e v e r a l  I n d i a n  
g e n t l e m e n ,  a n d  E u r o p e a n  g e n t l e m e n  a n d  l a d i e s  i n t e r 
e s t e d  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  m u s i c ,  a n d  t h e  e n c o u r a g i n g  r e m a r k s  
w h i c h  t h e y  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r s ’ b o o k  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  p l a n  o f  t u i t i o n  a n d  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
t h e  c l a s s e s ,  p r o m p t e d  t h e  R a j a h  t o  f u r t h e r  e x e r t i o n s .



Tlio distribution of prizes to tbo students was made 
tlie occasion of giving musical enterta inm ents to the 
audience who came gradually to appreciate the  merits and 
beauties of Hindumusic, which, in thoir previous ignorance, 
were a. scaled book to many. On one of these occasions, 
the  Rajah had, for tlie first time perhaps in tlio history ot 
the  native stage, exhibited the  Tableatrx vi.rctvlx of the 
six principal rdf/as of Hindu music. The exhibition was 
as interesting as original, and drew tbe  applause of the 
appreciative audience. The idea ol encouraging music by 
moans of showing public marks of appreciation to distin
guished musicians did not escape the Rajah's notice. On 
the ].‘)th August, 187.‘>, a  silver medal was awarded, in tbe 
presence of a large gathering held in connection with the 
school, to I’andit Bissanath Shastri, a musician who came t.o 
Calcutta from the Presidency of Madras; a gold medal to 
Professor Mowla Bux, of I'a.rod a, 011 tbe  28t.li November 
1874; a silver medal te Pandit  Wasudeo Joshee, of Gwalior, 
on the 2ot,h.Iuno, '1879; and a. gold medal to Pand it  Gopal 
Prasad Misser, lately of Galon tt  a, on the  Dili July, 1879. 
Branch music schools were established during all this 
time in various parls of Bengal, and these were for the 
most part supported, as t.he head institution is, a t the 
expense ol the I’ajah, and supervised by the Professors and 
Superintendent of the latter. Steps were taken to 
introduce music in Government and private schools. 
Music was taught, to the bovs of the Normal schools nt 
(Jn.lcnt.ta and Jubbulpore, with the  sanction of the 
Government Educational officers.

The classes in tlie Calcutta Normal School were taken 
charge of by a teacher deputed and paid for bv the Rajah, 
while those a t  the .Jubbulpore school were tnugh t by 
means of a manual of vocal music, called, Giiavoli, pub
lished in Hindi by the Rajah for use in schools in the 
Central Provinces. Some classes in the Unitarian Mission 
school, and the Calcutta school (now known as the Albert. 
College) wcrea.lsoputundorthecharge of Professors ofMusie 
furnished for a time, free of charge, by the  Rajah. Most, 
of the  classes where music was begun to be taught under 
tbe  patronage, or wilh the co-operation, of the  Rniab are 
still in existence and in a flourishing condition. For the 
use of schools the Rajah has himself written the Yavtra- 
Kshcifra Dipiea,,t\. treatise on the Srtar^Mridavria-Manjnri, 
a treatise on the Indian D rum ; Jhmtwvivm-Sulrn,  a work 
on the harmonium ; and Gilavnli, a.Hindi manual on vocal 
music. H e  has caused to be written, under his instructions 
and published a t  his expense, an important musical work 
styled Sannit, Sara, Bahiilina Taitwa, a wo»k on the 
violin, and Kantha-Kammuli,  a, treatise on vocal music. 
In order to make all these works accessible to the students, 
these have been priced at a. low figure. B u t the generality 
of fhe R ajah’s publications, comprising works on music, 
drama, and cognate subjects, •’red is tr ibu ted  gratis among 
the  Indian public, and also abroad. The year 1880 was 
full of importance to the  cause of the revival of Hindu 
music ; for it  was in this year tha t  the  Government of 
Bengal recognized the music of the Aryans as a subject 
worth encouragement, and was, a t  the instance of the 
Director of Public Instruction, pleased to sanction a 
monthly grant-in-aid of Rs. 25 to the Bengal Music School. 
Simultaneously with the a,warding of th is  grant, tho 
L ieutenant-Governor of Bengal and the  Director of Public 
Instruction accepted the office of “ Pa tron” of th a t  
institution.

The year 1881. witnessed the establishment of the B en
gal Philharmonic Academy tinder the auspices of the 
Lieutenant-Governor and the Director of Public In s truc 
tion, Bengal, and under the presidency and management 
of Rajah S. M. Tagore. The Academy was founded by the 
Rajah on the 29th August, 1881, and during tho period 
tha t  it  has been in existence i t  has secured nearly a h u n 
dred honorary members, among whom are some of the 
well-known orientalists, noblemen, and musicians of bo th  
Europe aud Asia. The Academy is managed by an 
Executive Council presided over by the Rajah, the  founder 
of the institution. During this period, the  Academy has,

according t.o the  provisions made in the statutes, bestowed 
Diplomas of Honour and complimentary literary and 
musical titles, toge ther  with the insignias respectively 
appertaining thereto, to about twelve gentlemen, European 
and native. A t a meeting of the Academy, held in May 
last, a medal of honour and a purse of money were bestowed 
on A tta  Hossien Khan, performer on the  tubla, and a. 
Diploma of Honour, as also a purse of money, on Enayct 
Hoseen Khan, performer on the ftltarml-  both musicians 
belonging to the establishment of the Na.wab Nazim of 
Bengal. Since February  last, a, music class has been opened 
in connection with the Sanskrit. College at Calcutta (and 
affiliated with the  Academy), where, with the approval of 
the  local Government, the  theory of Hindu music, as re
corded in learned treatises by classical musicians, is being 
taught by a Professor deputed to take charge of the class, 
and paid for by the President-Founder. T heR ajabhas offer
ed three scholarships ofRs.40, Rs. 25, and Rs. 15,each,to be 
held by the students of this class who will s tand first, second 
and third, respectively, in the exa.mina.tion tha t  will be held 
a t  the close of the  first year’s course. It, may be mentioned 
here once for all, that the whole oftlio expenses connected 
with the movements, headed by the Rajah, are met by him 
self,and the sum of the money, that, he has spent in further
ance of the noble object, with which he is identified, has 
been by no means inconsiderable, and the spirit in which 
he has set, about, the work is above all commendation. 
Considering the condition of H indu music, in which he 
found it when he took up the subject, the success, which 
he has achieved during this short period, is creditable to 
his enthusiastic love of this important branch of Aryan 
learning, and speaks volumes in favour of the patience, 
moderation and judgment, th a t  he has exercised in the 
discharge of his self-imposed duty. The Rajah has made 
a, very hopeful beginning, and, if the movement, speeds on 
its course a t  the  rate it  has hitherto done, Rajah 
Sourindra Mohan Tagore will have left, a name, the 
memory of which will shine in brilliant lustre in tho 
pages of the future annals oftl io  country, as the redeemer 
of a, noble art, which has been turned into ignoble use, but 
which will regain its pristine position of glory and purity, 
and which will again become tho means of moral eleva
tion and refinement to bis countrymen. May all success 
a t tend  the noble efforts of tbis liberal-minded nobleman.

TH E  O R IG IN  OF T H E  G O S P E L S  AND TH E  
B IS H O P  OF BOMBA Y.

The ignorance which commonly prevails among English 
Christians concerning the  history of tlieir own religious 
books— and, it is feared of their  contents— has been 
amusingly illustrated by a few letters recently exchanged 
in the Pioneer between the supporters aud the critics of 
the Bishop of Bombay— the controversialists breaking 
their  lances over Ihe pastoral concerning the divorce and 
remarriage question. Much ink was spilt during the 
correspondence, and still more saintly ignorance shown on 
both sides. “ O n e  o f  t o e  LATTY,”  who supports, and 
“TiiniN(«EN,” who criticises,closethe rather lengthy polemics. 
A le tte r  from tbe  former, framed in a style th a t  m ight as 
well stand for veiled sarcasm as for religious cant (see 
Pioneer of A ugust 19) runs as follows;—

Slit.— I  lmve rend, in (his and mnny other newspapers, 
articles mill letters respecting the 1 !ip 11 op of Bombay's pastoral. 
Hut it, seems t.o me tha t  they ail miss the mark, tu rning simply 
011 liumnn opinion. T h e  question is a very simple one : O ur
Blessed Lord whilst; rn  earth, hein<r A lm igh ty  God ns well ns 
mini, nnd consequently perfectly knowing every controversy 
that, would rage in the future over TJis words (this one amour; 
others) snid certain words plainly nnd distinctly. This  is, I  
suppose, undeniable—-n t  least, by Christians. His servant,  the 
Bishop of Bombay (T suppose no one will deny tha t  the Bishop 
o f  Bombny is onr L ord’s servant in n more especial sense thnn 
he is the servant of the Stnt<') has repeated these words plainly 
and distinctly. A nd  these same words will he repented plainly 
and distinctly, and, to some, with terrible emphasis, on the Day



of Judgm ent.  Tliiit is all, enough— too much perhaps. Human 
respect, public opinion, civil law— all these ti lings 'w ill  pass 
away ; but the words of A lm ighty  God will never pass jiway. 
Personalty, I  am satisfied with knowing that the Church, 
having  been endowed by our Blessed Lord with absolute and 
infallible authority iu all questions of faith and morals, has put; 
forth certain discipline with respect to marriage ; but I  know 
Protestants refuse to allow this. Perhaps a little reflection on 
the subject of the Day of Ju d g m en t  may cause them to see 
tha t  the Bishop of Bombay is r igh t in what, he hits pu t forth. 
If  a person can calmly make up his mind to bring forward at 
the Day of Judg m en t  public opinion, human respect, civil law, 
as excuses for wlmt he has done, or not done, on earth, by all 
means let him— and abide tlie result. Hero, on earth, individuals, 
good and bail, make mistakes. There , there will be none—except 
those already made 011 earth  ; and, as F aber  says, it  will be an 
exceedingly awk-vard time for finding them out. I  do not 
pretend to argue against persons who do not, believe in revela
tion, being only, as my card will show you—

O n e  o k  t h e  L a i t y .

T h i s  is v e r y  p l a i n  ; a n d  y e t  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  a l l o w e d  to  
p a s s  w i t h o u t  c o m m e n t s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  “ O u r  B le s s e d  
L o r d ” w h o  w a s  “ A l m i g h t y  G o d ” k n e w  b e f o r e h a n d  “ e v e r y  
c o n t r o v e r s y  t h a t  w o u l d  r a g e  in  t h e  f u t u r e ” ( t h e  Pio'iicer  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  a m o n g  o t h e r s )  t h e n  o n e  c a n n o t  be  v e r y  f a r  
f r o m  t r u t h  i n  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  h e  a lso  k n e w  o f t l i e  r e m a r k s  
a n d  c r i t i c i s m s  in  s t o r e  fo r  “ O n e  o f  T iu i  L a i t y ” in  t h e  
T h k o s o p h i s t  ? T h i s  is v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g ,  a n d  r e a l ly  
d i s s i p a t e s  t h e  l a s t  h e s i t a t i o n  a n d  d o u b t s  f e l t  a b o u t  t h e  
p r o p r i e t y  o f  p a s s i n g  r e m a r k s ,  h o w e v e r  r e s p e c t f u l ,  011 t h e  
B i s h o p  of B o m b a y ’s f a s t  pru n u n c iam en tu . O u r  lo g ic  is 
v e r y  s im p le .  S i n c e  t h a t ,  w h i c h  w e  a r e  a b o u t  to  say ,  
could n e v e r  h a v e  e s c a p e d  O u r  L o r d ’s a t t e n t i o n  e i g h t e e n  
c e n t u r i e s  a g o ,  a n d  t h a t  u p  to  d a t e  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  110 
i n t i m a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  ( s i l e n c e  m e a n i n g  w i th  u s — as 
w i t h  e v e r y  o t h e r  t r u s t i n g  m o r t a l — c o n s e n t )  w e  f e e l  
s e r e n e l y  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  c o l u m n  o r  tw o  w a s  so  p r e 
o r d a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  ; h e n c e — i t  c a n  g i v e  o f fen ce  
to  110 o n e .  B u t ,  b e f o re  o f f e r in g  a n y  p e r s o n a l  r e m a r k s ,  o u r  
r e a d e r s  m u s t  s e e  w h a t  “ T u b i n g e n ” h a d  t o  s a y  i n  r e p l y  
t o  “ O n e  o f  t h e  L a i t y . ” T h e  a b o v e - q u o t e d  l e t t e r  e l i c i t e d  
t h e  fo l lo w in g  a n s w e r  i n  t h e  P io n e e r  o f  A u g u s t  2.') :—

h iit,— Your L aym an correspondent, who knows so much 
about our L ord’s utterances on the subject o f  divorce, seem.- to 
forget a few points which bear on Lhe matter , especially that 
tlie “ certain words” which he aud the Bishop of llombay rely 
upon, weie certainly not spoken by our Lord, wlio did not 
express Himself in English, bul are nieiely a translation of an 
Alexandrian G reek  translation of some documents, the origin 
of which I thus find spoken o f  in Chambers' most orthodox 
Encyclopaedia :— *“ l h e  inquiry has been treated in an extremely 
technical manner by many cnlics. Tlie object of these theories 
lias been to Iind a common origin for the gospels. L ichhorn  
and Bishop Marsh presume au original document, differing 
from any ol the existing gospels, aud which is supposed to pass 
through various modifications. A nother  aud more probabio 
supposition is that the gospels sprang oui of a common oral
tradition. '1  his theory ........is ot course widely sepaiated from
the well-known'j.iibingen theory, which carries the period of 
tradition down to tlie middle of the second century, and 
supposes the gospels to have been llien called for th  by 
th e  influence of opposing teachers.” U n der  the head 
“ 1 iibing< 11, ” in another p a r t  o f  the Encyclopaedia, 1 read 
that  1 lie place is celebrated “ as u school of historieo-philo-
sopliical theo logy .. . ........ tho influence of W hich ,  011 religious
thought, has been very great., and is likely to prove permanent.” 
Thus, P a m  afraid, your L a y m a n ,  though doubtless a very good 
man, is not quite so accurately informed concerning our Lord’s 
language, as lie imagines himself ; and that, considering the 
unioriunate  uncertainty that attends our fragmentary records 
ot these, tfie .Bishop ol Bombay is not so wiso in regulating his 
views ot divorce according 10 the exact English  tex t  of the 
liible, as l'arliameiiL has Lieen in regula ting  tlie law according 
to wlmt connnon-seiite leads us to imagine m ust probably have 
been the views of our Lord.

Ti il i lN UICN".

The reply is very good as far as it  goes, bu t it  docs not 
go very lur ; because, tlie point made tha t  “ our Lord did 
uot express himself iu E ng lish” does not cover the whole

g r o u n d .  H e  c o u ld  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  in  a n y  p r e s u m 
a b l y  d e a d  o r  l i v i n g  O r i e n t a l  l a n g u a g e  h e  l ik e d ,  a n d  y e t —  
s i n c e  h e  w a s  A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  w h o  k n e w  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  
■weapon h e  w a s  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  in f id e l s  w i t h — h e  
m i g h t  h a v e  a v o i d e d  “ O n e  o f  t h e  L a i t y ” a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
B i s h o p ,  “ h i s  o w n  s e r v a n t , ” t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  t a u g h t  
t h e i r  o w n  S c r i p t u r e s  b y  t h e  in f id e l  T h e o s o p h i s t .  I n d e e d ,  
w h i l e  t h e  f o r m e r  h a s  e v i d e n t l y  e i t h e r  n e v e r  r e a d  o r  h a s  
f o r g o t t e n  h i s  B i b l e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w h o  c a n n o t  b e  h e l d  i g n o r a n t  
o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  h a s  v e r y  a r b i t r a r i l y  m a d e  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
o n e  t h a t  s u i t e d  h i m  t h e  b e s t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s u c h  
c o m m a n d s  in  t h e  B i b l e  to  p i c k  o u t  f r o m ,  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  
r e m a r r i a g e  q u e s t i o n .  W h y  d id  n o t  h i s  L o r d s h i p  r e f e r  to  
t h o s e  a l s o  ? A n d  w h y  s h o u l d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L a i t y  b e  fo r 
b i d d e n  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  m a k i n g  t h e i r  c h o ic e ,  s i n c e  t h e  
B i b l e  a f fo r d s  t h e m  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s u i t i n g  e v e r y  t a s t e ,  
w h i l e  a d h e r i n g  a s  s t r i c t l y  i n  t h e  o n e  c a s e  its i n  t h e  o t h e r  to  
t h e  C o m m a n d s  o f  A l m i g h t y  (Jod  V I f  “  O n e  01? t h e  L a i t y ” 
is p e r s o n a l l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  k n o w i n g  “ t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  
h a v i n g  b e e n  e n d o w e d  b y  o u r  B l e s s e d  L o rd  w i t h  a b s o l u t e  
a n d  i n f a l l i b l e  a u t h o r i t y  in a l l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f a i t h  a n d  
m o r a l s ,  ” han t h e  r i g h t  t o  “ p u t  f o r t h  c e r t a i n  d i s c ip l i n e  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  m a r r i a g e , ” t h e n  h e  m u s t  k n o w  m o r e  t h a n  
a n y  011(3 e l s e  k n o w s .  F o r ,  i f  “ P r o t e s t a n t s  r e f u s e  to  a l lo w  
th i s ,  ” i t  is  n o t  f r o m  e x c e s s  o f  m o d e s ty ,  b u t  s i m p l y  t h a t  
s u c h  a  c la im  011 t h e i r  p a r t  w o u ld  b e  r e a l l y  t o o  p r e p o s t e r o u s  
in  t h e  f ace  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  J  e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h o u g h  in o n e  s e n se  
a  P r o t e s t a n t  H i m s e l f ,  k n o w  n o t h i n g  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  ; a n d  
e n d o w e d — if h e  e v e r  e n d o w e d  a n y  o n e  w i t h  a n y t h i n g —  
P e t e r  w i t h  s u c h  a u t h o r i t y ,  l e a v i n g  P a u l  o u t  in  t h e  cold.  
P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  h a v i n g  o n c e  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i c t a t e s  of 
t h e  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  h a s  110 r i g h t  t o  a s s u m e  out, o f  
t h e  m a n y  a l l e g e d  p r e r o g a t i v e s  o f  P e t e r ’s C h u r c h  t h a t  w h ic h  
s u i t s  i t  a n d  r e j e c t  t h a t  w h i c h  i t  f inds  i n c o n v e n i e n t  t o  fo l low  
o r  t o  e n fo rc e .  M o r e o v e r ,  s i n c e  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  c h o s e  to  
g i v e  e q u a l  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  t o  b o t h  t h e  O l d  a n d  
t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t ,  i t s  B i s h o p s  s h o u l d  n o t ,  i u  d e c i d i n g  u p 
o n  so c ia l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n s ,  g i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  o n ly  t o  t h e  
l a t t e r  a n d  i g n o r e  e n t i r e l y  w h a t  t l i e  f o r m e r  h a s  t o  say .  T h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t ,  C h u r c h ,  a c t i n g  u p o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  “ m i g h t  is  r i g h t "  is, a n d  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n ,  in  t h e  h a b i t  
of r e s o r t i n g  t o  i t  t o  c u t  e v e r y  G o r d i a n  k n o t — is 110 p r o o f  
t h a t  s h e  is a c t i n g  u n d e r  .D iv in e  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  c la im ,  
t h e n ,  m a d e  b y  “ Onio  o k  t h k  L a i t v , ”  a s  “ T u b i n g e n ” 
w i l l  s e e ,  d o e s  n o t  r e s t  so  m u c h  u p o n  t h e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  t h o  
t r a n s l a t i o n  m a d e  o f  C h r i s t ’s w o rd s ,  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  r e n 
d e r e d  b y  a  G r e e k  o r  a  H e b r e w ,  a s  u p o n  t h e  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c 
t i o n  o f  t h e s e  v e r y  w o r d s  i n  t h e  B i b l e — a s s u m i n g ,  o f  c o u r se ,  
t h a t  C h r i s t  a n d  A l m i g h t y  G o d  a r e  o n e  a m i  i d e n t i c a l .  O t h e r 
w ise ,  a n d  i f  J e s u s  o f  .N a z a r e t h  w as  s i m p ly  a  m a n ,  t h e n  h e  
c a n  n e i t h e r  b e  a c c u s e d  o f  f l a g i a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  n o r  o f  
i n c i t i n g  h is  p r o p h e t s  to  b r e a k  t h e  s e v e n t h  c o m m a n d m e n t ,  a s  
d o n e  b y  G o d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  l l o s c a .  A n d  i t  is also, wo 
s u p p o s e ,  “ u u d e n i a b l e a t  l e a s t  b y  C h r i s t i a n s , ’’ t h a t  w h a t  was 
g o o d  f o r  a  p r o p h e t  o f  t h e  L o r d  G o d  c a n n o t  b e  b a d  fo r  a  
C h r i s t i a n ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  b e  a n  A n g l o - I n d i a n  C i v i l i a n .  I n' O  O  _
t r u t h ,  a s  “ O n i o  oi>' t h  10 L a i t y ”  h a s  it ,  “ t h e  q u e s t i o n  is a  
v e r y  s i m p l e  o n e .” I t  is  o n e  o f  U n i t a r i a n i s m  a n d  a  m a t t e r  o f  
c h o ic e .  “ C h o c s e  y e ,  t h i s  d a y , ” m i g h t  s a y  a  m o d e r n  
J o s h u a ,  ‘‘ w h o m  y o u  w i l l  s e r v e ; ” w h e t h e r  t h e  G od  w h ic h  
t h e  J e w s  s e r v e d ,  a iu l  w h o  c o n t r a d i c t s  o u  e v e r y  p a g e  o f  t h o  
O l d  t h e  .New T e s t a m e n t — t h e  w r a t h f u l ,  r e v e n g e f u l ,  f ick le  
J e h o v a h  ; o r  h i m  w h o m  y o u  ca l l  “ C h r i s t ’’— o n e  o f  t h e  
n o b l e s t  a n d  p u r e s t  t y p e s  o f  h u m a n i t y .  F o r  t h e r e  c a n  b e  
110 m i s t a k e  a b o u t  t h i s  : it  C h r i s t  is  o n e  w i t h  t h e  L o r d  G o d  
o f  I s r a e l — a ll  t h i s  i d e a l  p u r i t y  v a n i s h e s  l i k e  a  d r e a m ,  
l e a v i n g  in  i t s  p l a c e  b u t  b e w i l d e r m e n t ,  d o u b t  a u d  d i s g u s t —  
u s u a l l y  f o l lo w e d  b y  b l a n k  a t h e i s m .

T o  m a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  p l a in ,  i f  t h e  L o r d  B i s h o p ,  w i t h  

“ O n e  o r ’ t h e  L a i t y ”  i n s i s t s  t h a t  C h r i s t  b e i n g  A l m i g h t y  
G o d  s a i d  c e r t a i n  w o r d s  p l a i n l y  a n d  d i s t i n c t l y ,  a n d  lie  “ O u r  
L o r d ’s  s e r v a n t . . . h a s  r e p e a t e d  t h e s e  w o rd s ,” a s  g i v e n  in  
M a t t h e w  v. .‘>2, n a m e l y ,  “ W h o s o e v e r  s h a l l  p u t  a w a y  h is  w i le  
s a v i n g  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f— &c., c a n s o th  h e r  t o  c o m m i t  
a d u l t e r y ,  a iu l  w/wsoeuer shall -mui'ry her that is divorced coiu- 
m ilte th  adtiUery”— then the so-called inlidols aud the parties



concerned, liave a right to respectfully insist ou liis Lord
ship, showing them why ho, the servant o f th e  same God, 
should not repeat ccvtain other words pronounced far 
more plainly and distinctly, in the book of Hosea, chapter 
i, verse 2, and chapter iii., 1-5 ? F or  certain good 
reasons— one amoug others t h a t  the T h e o s o p h i s t  not 
being a Holy Book is neither privileged, nor would it 
consent to publish obscenities— the said verses in Hosea 
cannot be quoted in this magazine. E u t  every one is 
a t  liberty to turn to the first Bible on hand, and, finding 
the above passages, read them and judge  for himself. 
And then he will find th a t  Almighty (Jod eommauds 
Hosea not only to take unto himself a  “ divorced wile,” 
b u t  something unpronounceably worse. And if we are 
told by some Bible expounders, as th a t  class will often do, 
th a t  the words must not be taken literally,  th a t  the}' are 
allegorical, then the burden of proof remains with the 
Bishop to show why, in such case, the words in Matthew 
should not be also regarded as a pa iab le ; aud why, this 
one solitary command should be enforced literally,  while 
near ly every other th a t  precedes or follows it, is regarded, 
explained, and lias to be accepted simply as a parable. I t  
he would be consistent with himself, the Bishop should 
insist that as a consequence of temptation every Christian 
would “ pluck” out his righ t eye, “ cut off” his r ight hand 
— (and who can pretend, that neither his eye nor his hand 
has ever tempted or “ offended” him ?)— would moreover 
refuse to take his oath iu a Court of Justice, turn bis 
cheek to every bully who would smite his face, and 
present with his cloak the  first th ief  who would choose to 
robb him of his coat. Every one of these commands has 
been “ explained away” to the satisfaction of all parties 
concerned— amongst others tha t which commands, never 
to swear a t all, i. e., to take the prescribed oath— “ neither 
by heaven nor by earth,” but let the affirmation be 
“ yea, yea ;  nay, nay.” And if, His Lordship would have 
no one deny th a t  he “ is Our Lord’s servant in a more 
especial sense than he is the  servant of the State ,” whose 
law, disregarding Christ’s injunction, commands every one 
of its subjects to swear upon the Bible, then  the Bishop 
would perhaps b u t  strengthen his claim and silence even 
the infidels, if, instead of losing his time over divorced 
wives, he would use his eloquence in supporting Mr. 
Bradlaugh, a t  any rate, iu his refusal to take his oath in 
Parliament. In  this respect, a t least, the  Christian clergy 
should be a t  one with the celebrated infidel.

No doubt, b u t  a little reflection ou the subject of the  
“ Day of Jud g m en t” may go a good wa v toward explain
ing the inexplicable ; with all this, i t  has to be feared, it 
will never account for all of the above enumerated 
inconsistencies. Nevertheless—nil desperandum.  There 
is a pretty  story told of the jiresent English Premier by 
Janies T. Bixby, in which, the objection made to a pleasant 
plan of marrying the late General Garibaldi to a wealthy 
English lady, viz., th a t  the hero of Caprera bad already 
one wife,— is triumphantly m et by the suggestion tha t 
Mr. Gladstone could be readily got to explain her away. 
P e r c h a n c e ,  His Lordship of Bombay, having heard of the 
story, had an eye on tbe “ grand old man,” to help him. 
A t  any rate, he seems to be as easy a reconciler of the 
irreconcilable, and manifests, to use au expression of the 
same author, “ a theological dissipating power of equal 
s trength” with tha t of the  reconcilers of Science aud 
Scripture.

H ad “ T u b i n g e n , ”  instead of gett ing  his inspiration 
from “ Chambers’ most orthodox Encyclopaedia,” turned to 
consult what the Fathers  o f th e  Church have themselves 
to say about the Gospel of Matthew in which the certain 
words “ O ne  o f  t h e  L a i t y ”  and “ the  Bishop of Bombay 
rely upon,” arc made to appear— then  he would have 
been far better qualified to upset the arguments of his 
opponent. H e  would have learned, ior instance, th a t  out 
of the four, the Gospel of Matthew is the  only original 
one, as the only one tha t  was written in Hebrew or rat lier 
in one of its corrupted forms, the Galileean Syriac— by 
whom or when it was written not being now the main

point. Epiphanius tells us tha t it  was the  heretic 
Nazarenes or the  Sabians “ who live in tbe city of the 
Beioeaus toward Coeli-Syria and in the Decapolis toward 
the parts of Pella, and in the  Basantis” ’\'ho have the 
Evangel of Matthew most fully, and as it  was originally 
written— in Hebrew letters ; and that it  was St. Jerome 
who translated it into Greek : Quod, nvper in Graecumde 
Hclmtco ' er inane tnivstnlimus. et quod vocatnr ajforisyue  
Mutthaci autlunticum (Epiphanius  I., p. 123-24 ; Dion  
Detav., animadv., p. ; 1 iieronynuts., iu eap. X U . ,  Matth. 
cap. 13;.” Matthew, the despised publican, be it  rem em 
bered, is the only identified and authenticated author of 
his Gospel, the  other three having to remain probably for 
ever under the ir  unidentified noms de plume. The 
Ebionites and the  Nazarenes are nearly identical. 
Inhabiting  a desert between Syria and Egypt beyond 
Jordan called Nabathaea, they were indifferently called 
Sabaeans, Nazarenes and Ebionites. Olshausen (Nachweis 
der Echtheit. der SdmmtMchen Schriften des Neuen Test, 
p. 3 5 )  finds it  remarkable that, while all church Fathers 
agree in saying th a t  Matthew wrote in Hebrew, the  whole 
of them use the Greek text as the genuine apostolic writ
ing without mentioning what relation the  Hebreio Matthew' 
has to the  Greek one. “ I t  bad many peculiar additions 
'which are wanting in our Greek Evangel,” he remarks ; 
and as many omissions, we may add. The fact ceases at 
once to be remarkable when we remember the  confession 
made by Hieronymus (or St. Jerome) in his le tter  to 
Bishops Chromatins and Heliodorus, and in several other 
passages in his works :—

“ Matthew who is also Leuis (Levi) an apostle from 
Publicans, in loudaea first with a view to those believing in 
circumcision pu t  together an Evangel o f th e  Anointed, in 
Hebrew letters and words, i t  is not known who (first) 
translated it  into Greek,” he writes. “ The Hebrew 
(Syriac) up to this time is in tbe library of Caesarea. I  
received permission from the Nazaraeans, who at Beroea 
of Syria used this (evangel) to translate th is” ( De viris 
illustr, cap. o). “ In  the evangel according to the Hebrews, 
which, indeed, was written in the Chaldean (Lingua\ 
Chaldaica quciin vocal hie Syriacam)  and Syrian language, 
bu t  with Hebrew letters, which the Nazarenes use to-day 
according to the  apostles, or as most suppose according to 
Matthew, which also is contained in the library at Caesarea, 
the  history narrates: ‘ Lo the mother of the Lord and his
Brothers said to him, Joan  the Baptist baptizes unto 
remission of sins ; let us go and be baptized by him. 
B u t he (Iasous) said to them : what sin  have I  committed 
th a t  I  should go and be baptized by him ?’ ” (Hieronymus 
adv. Pelagianos III., 2.)

The Gospel we have of Matthew tells quite a different 
s to ry ; arrd yet Jerome, speaking of the evangel 
which Nazarenes and Ebionites rrse, mentions it  as the  
one “ which recently I  translated from Hebrew into Greek 
and which is called by most persons the genuine Gospel of 
Matthew’ (Book 2nd, Com. to Mattheio, X II- lo ) .  B u t 
the whole t ru th  dawns a t  once on him, who reads Jerom e’s 
l e t t e r " and remembers tha t  this famous Dalmatian 
Christian had been before his full conversion a no less 
famous barrister, well acquainted with both ecclesiastical 
and law casuistry; and that, therefore, he must have trans
formed the  genuine Hebrew Gospel into something quite 
different from w hat i t  originally was. And such, indeed* 
is his own confession. H ear  him saying:—

“ A difficult work is enjoined, since this (the translation 
of Matthew) has been commanded me by Your Felicities 
(Bishops Chromatins and Heliodorus), ivhich St. Matthew 
himself, the Apostle and Evungelist, did not wish to be 
openly written ! For if this had not been S E C R E T ,  he would 
have added to the Evangel tha t he gave forth was his; 
bu t he (Matthew) made this book sealed up in. the Hebrew 
characters; which he pu t forth even in such a. way th a t  th e  
book written in Hebrew letters and by the hand of h im 
self, m ight be possessed (only) by the men most religious ; 
who als) in the course ( successus)  of time received i t  thus 
(secretly) from those who preceded them, But this very



book they (tbe most religious, tbe initiates) never gave, to 
any one to be transcribed : and its text they related, some 
one way and some another (a li te r  atquc a lite r ) . And it 
happened th a t  this book (the original Gospel of Matthew) 
having been published by a disciple of Manichaeus, named 
Seleucus, who also wrote fa in tly  the acta o f  the Apostles, 
exhibited m atter  not for edification, bu t for destruction ; 
and th a t  tbis (book) w as approved i n  a synod  
which the cats o f the Church properly refused to listen to” 
(M. Jerome, V. 445).

And, to suit the ears of the Church who “ properly 
refused to listen” to the  orig in a l Gospel, St. Jerome 
candidly tells us :—

“ Matthew first iu Ju d ea  issued in Hebrew' an Evangel 
of the  Anointed. This, a t  least, ivhen in our ivord (our 
text) it differs and assumes differen t sidew ays  of rills 
(et divertsos r iv u lo iu m  tram ites ducit)  is to be sought for 
(accounted) from one source” (the original Gospel). 
Therefore— “ 1 pass over those codices mentioned by Lucian 
and Ilesychius, which the perverse contention o f a few  men 
affirms”........

In  other words, tbe venerable compiler of the  Latin 
version of the Scriptures,— the basis of the  present 
vulgate— in what is called by Alban Butler “ Lis famous 
critical labours on the  Holy Scriptures,” distorted the 
original Gospel of M atthew beyond recognition. And 
it is such sentences as now stand in the  Gospel of Matthew, 
and which ought to be properly called the “ Gospel 
according to St. Jerome,” tha t the Bishop of Bombay and 
“ O n e  o f  t h k  L a i t y ” would have any one but the 
Christians regard and accept as words of Almighty God, 
that “ will never pass aw ay/’ 1 'roh pnclor ! Words copied 
with all kind of omissions and additions, out of notes, 
taken from various oral renderings of the original tex t— 
“ a book they (its possessors) never gave to any one to be 
t r a n s c r ib e d ” as St. Jerom e himself tells us,— still claiming 
a divine origin ! If  the orthodox exponents of “ historico- 
philosophical theology” in Europe bave hitherto handled 
all these questions which relate to the authentic ity  of the 
Bible with a very timid hand, it  has not in the  least 
others to examine them as critically as they would Homer’s 
Iliad. And, having done so, they found embodied in tha t 
heterogeneous literature the production of hundred anony
mous scribes. I ts  very Greek plural name of ta biblia, 
meaning “ the books,” or a collection of small pamphlets, 
shows it to be a regular hotch-potch of stories having x 
meaning but for the Kabalist. Every child will very soon 
be taught th a t  even the Epistles have been regarded as 
sacred and authoritative a great deal earlier than the 
Gospels ; and th a t  for two centuries, a t  least, the  New 
Testam ent was never looked upon by the Christians as 
sacred as tbe old one. And, as we can learn from St. Jerom e’s 
writingsjustquotedabove, a t the end of the fourth century 
(he died in 420) there was no New Testam ent canon as 
we now have it, since it  was not even agreed upon which 
of the Gospels should be included in it  and regarded as 
sacrtd and which should be rejected. As well may we, 
Theosophists, claim (and perhaps with far be tter  
reasons) tha t  some of the  words as occasionally found in 
our journal, “ w i l l  n e v e r  r A s s  a w a y . ”

O B S E R V A T IO N S  O N  T H E  “ R A N  C H A K O N !'

IiY  BABU K E D A ltN A TlI BASU.

Tiie readers of the T h e o s o p h i s t  are w'ell aware of the 
efficacy of the five pointed s tar  (as in the 
margin) in cases of bites and stings of 
poisonous insects, &c<, bu t few of them 
know anything about its mysteries or 
philosophy. I am, in the following lines, 
going to give a  brief account of the 
observations I  have made in my several 
experiments. I  made more than  50 ex 

periments with the cabalistic sign in cases of wasps stings,

and I  found it to be efficacious in subduing' the burningO O
pain and inflammation, in almost all the cases. The 
potency, as far as I  have observed, does not lie with the 
sign itself, but in the manipulation or passing the finger 
over the  inflamed part. The stings of wasps, &c., cause 
inflammation by disturbing the state of the equilibrium 
of the vital electricity of the part stung, and such it 
disturbance gives precedence to positive electricity which 
is the sole cause of the inflammation. Now, therefore, 
when the figure is drawn with the finger, (the muscles of 
the  hand aud arm being relaxed,) on the inflamed part, it  
allows the negative vital electricity of the manipulator to 
pass into the inflamed part ; and thus the equilibrium is 
maintained by the positive and negative electricities. I t  
m atters little whether one draws the figure of the 
five-pointed star, or any other figure whilst manipulating, 
for there is no charm in the figure itself ; but you obtain 
the faith and create the belief in speedy cure of the patient 
by drawing tha t  special figure. I t  is well known tha t  
mental force is the sole prime-mover of vital electricity. 
'This subject will be fully understood by any one who 
refers to a work on Electro-Psychology, or Anim al Magnet
ism , and I  ‘should here recommend the  reader to go 
through tlie great American savant, Dr. S. B. B ri t tan ’s 
work entitled “ Man and His Relations,” and I  specially 
refer the  reader to the chapter on “ Animal Magnetism as a 
Therapeutic  Agent.” I t  should here be remarked that 
cures had been effected by some of the correspondents 
of the  T j j e o s o i ' H I S T  by drawing tbe figure of the 
five pointed star with pen and ink, but it  should be 
borne in mind that the cures in these cases were effected 
by the patients themselves by the ir  own implicit belief 
and faith in the cabalistic sign. I believe, the readers are 
aware of the renovating and destructive powers of the 
mind ; they are moreover aware of instances in which 
persons have been known to have been cured of serious 
maladies; and there are well-known instances in which persons 
have been known lo expire on their own implicit beliefs ?

The power of mind in adjusting the equilibrium of 
animal magnetism, or vital electricity, is an undisputed 
fact. A skilled magnetic manipulator with the determina
tion of his will, in a very short time, brings back the 
equilibrium of the vital magnetism aud electricity of bis 
patient, by his manipulations ; and such is the nature ol 
the  cure effected by the five pointed star in cases of bites 
and stings of poisonous insects, &c. The potency in no 
way rests with the star, for I  have effected cures by draw
ing at random figures while I  manipulated my subjects, 
in tho course of my experiments; besides, I  simply made 
magnetic manipulations in many of the cases, commencing 
from the highest point down to the extremities of the 
fingers and toes, and found tbis process to be equally 
efficacious in allaying pain aud inflammation of the affected 
part within a very few minutes.

The greater part of my experiments were made upon 
the  persons of educated friends, who had very little belief 
in either the  s tar or magnetic manipulations. Those 
gentlemen volunteered themselves for experiments, aud, 
happily, were convinced of the truth of magnetic mani
pulations in cases of disturbance of the vital electricity, 
aud they also comprehended the province of animal 
magnetism in our system in its relation to the mind.

I  am of opinion th a t  the Aryans introduced, very 
judiciously, signs, mystical incantations, and so forth, in 
connection with tlieir magnetic manipulations, to secure 
the belief and faith of ignorant people, who would not 
have otherwise relied upon their  efficacy. I t  is the 
innate nature  of ignorant people and savages to a ttr ibu te  
the  cause of cures of diseases to miracles wrought by 
charms or other supernatural m e a n s ; and this peculiarity 
is invariably seen all over tlic world. The Aryans, to 
satisfy and suit the low mental capacities of such people, 
introduced cabalistic signs and mantras, or mystical 
incantations, and sundry other processes, merely to securo 
the pa tien t’s faith and belief, which mi



manipulating ]>roeess towards the cure of maladies. 
Therefore, it cannot be said tliat the whole mystery and 
philosophy lie on the cabalistic signs or mantras them 
selves ; but on the magnetic manipulations and will
power evinced in effecting them.

“ T H E  P E R F E C T  W A Y .”
The surprise we feel tha t  the authors of the Perfect 

W ay  should have resented the  review of tha t  book, which 
appeared in our issues of May and June, would be greater 
than  it is, if it were not almost obliterated by regret. 
Certainly we endeavoured to show that a good deal of what 
may be callcd the scientific doctrine of the book,— its 
occult scientific doctrine— was a t  variance with th a t  
taugh t in a school, which wc believe to be the highest in 
which such knowledge ran be studied. And, so far as 
we arc privileged to bo the exponents of th a t  la tter 
doctrine for the service of the present generation, it  was 
clearly a duty to put forward these objections. B u t 
setting out with tha t  task in view, we were none the less 
so deeply impressed with the general merits of the book 
to be described,— with its lofty spirit, with the great value 
of th a t  which we. conceived to be the “ topic and key
note” of tlie work,— that  criticism of details had to be 
suspended while wc gave vent to four or five columns of 
almost undiluted admiration. The first halt of our 
review was little more than an enthusiastic eulogy from 
which indeed some sentences have since been quoted ami 
appended to every announcement ol the Perfect Way 
in English newspapers. Has any other review, the book has 
received, embodied anything like so earnest and reverent 
a tribute to its merits '? We should doubt this, anti yet the 
authors now write to us in terms which seem to imply 
th a t  they have been irritated in a far greater degree by 
the  critical, than pleased by the eulogistic element in our 
estimate of the wor k they have done.

l in t  wo have no wish to say one b it te r  word in reply. 
Against the  authors of the Perfect W ay  no angry feeling 
can go out under any circumstances from people as 
ardently desirous as wo are, to see the spirituality of 
the  world improved. It seems to us tha t our authors 
have taken our remarks ungraciously, bu t it is not with 
any sensation of wounded vanity th a t  we observe this,—• 
merely with sincere regret. Perhaps it'any ot our former 
criticisms seemed to them roughly written, th a t  was 
merely due to a freedom of speech born of the earnest
ness of our respect. W e never thought tha t objections to 
the ir  doctrine introduced by such au exordium, could 
have annoyed them. Even now wc venture to think, in spite 
of last m onth’s letter from the authors, th a t  our “ strictures” 
considering their setting cannot have been “ injurious,” and 
we pass to the question whether they were “ warranted. ’ 

Nowr, the  principal embarrassment wc feel in dealing 
with th a t  question is due to reluctance to en ter  into any 
argument with the authors of the Pcrfcct W ay  tha t  can 
provoke discord between ourselves and them. W hether 
they for their part do or do not discern in the Tlieo- 
sophical Society, an agency engaged onbehalfof  the highest 
interests of humanity in combatting its direst enemies, 
materialism and bigotry, we from our side rcg-'.rd them as 
among the ablest and most powerful champions enlisted 
in  th a t  good fight,— as far a t all events as the outer 
•world is concerned. Wee should prefer to drop all points, 
now raised in dispute, rather than carry on a fratricidal 
quarrel. But, then, our authors m ight declare th a t  wc had 
made groundless charges against their book and had after
wards run away unable to substantiate them.

As regards the division of the H um an  principles, the 
present letter seeks to show how the doctrine of the 
Pcrfcct Way may be brought into harmony with the 
doctrine of the sevenfold division, i f  there is no substantial 
divergence of belief here, so much the be tter  ; bu t wc 
failed to realise from the book itself th a t  its authors 
realised tlie essential difference between the fifth and 
sixth principles, the personal ami the  surviving or indivi
dual goul,

And even now, though the two scales have been pu t in 
parallel columns and apparently made to fit, there aro 
considerations lying on the  very surface of the  presen 
letter, which suggest that, perhaps the correspondence 
between them  may not really be so complete as it  seems. 
Our authors now write of the sixth principle, which, we 
said, they ignored :—

“ ........I t  is no other than this very element in M an’s
n a tu re ........th a t  constitutes the chief topic........ of our whole
book, and it  is in the pcrfcctionnient a n d  exaltation o f th is
element........th a t  wc placc the proper end of all culture
and experience.”

Our authors in this sentence have pu t  the vindication 
of our review into our hands. The sixth principle is 
incapable of pcrfeetionmcnt and exaltation. I t  is the 
perfect spiritual monad which survives all transitory 
existence, and th a t  which is really the proper end of all 
self-culture and experience is the pcrfectionment and 
exaltation of the fifth  principle, so th a t  it may be fitted to 
unite with the sixth and preserve its personality— an 
achievement which, in the fullest sense, of the expression, 
can never be accomplished by more than a very few, but 
the  partial achievement of which may yield immense 
advantage to any one.

Thus it  would seem th a t  the  principle of which the 
Pcrfcct W ay  speaks as its third was our fifth, and tha t  
there is no room in the  fourfold classification for the sixth, 
which, in fact, if the fourfold and sevenfold classification 
arc to be reconciled, wc should be inclined to seek for in 
a sub-division of the  Pcrfcct W ay’s fourth.

The authors object to the expression “ Nature never goes 
back upon her own footsteps” as unscientific, inaccurate, aud 
beside the mark. B u t as the idea which th a t  expression 
sought to convey is one which all occult teaching very 
emphatically asserts, all wo can do is to trust  for another 
form of words. The crude notions of exoteric Hindoo philo
sophy about the transmigration of souls do not constitute 
occult teaching. W hatever such doctrine may suggest, 
wc maintain th a t  wdicn the  authors talk about N ature  
allowing the perverse individual to “ manifest his retrogres
sion by outward expression, and thus to descend, as well as 
to ascend, upon the manifold steps of the  ladder of 
incarnation and re-births,”— they are describing ju s t  what 
N atu re  does nol allow. W e arc accuscd of denying a, 
logical and scientific necessity by recognising extinction, 
wdiile ignoring the  deterioration tha t  leads to it. Will our 
authors please refer back to the Review ? We wrote— “There 
may be punishment for the  self-degraded Egos— there is  a 
law o f retribution most assuredly lor a ll,— but N ature  does 
not go back, &c.” I t  wras impossible to set forth a t  full 
length all collateral doctrines, but that sentence just quoted 
was intended to allude to the process of deterioration 
which leads to extinction. Only it is not a descent on the 
steps of the ladder which has been already asconded. I t  
is a wholly different ladder tha t  the  self-degraded Ego gets 
upon in a wholly different world. Those two phrases 
about N a tu re  not going back and shutting the door behind 
her conic out of Eliphas Levi, but without a great deal 
of tiresome searching after them in the works of tha t 
voluminous writer, we cannot give chapter and verse.

N ext about Christianity. I t  would take pages of this 
magazine to do justice to the tangle which our authors 
have made of our argum ent in that matter. They combat our 
objection to their explanation of the phrase, “ Mary brings 
us to Jesus,” by totally misrepresenting it. The point is 
not whether vjc were or were not unaware of the inner 
meaning implied in the formula. W c said, and say again, 
th a t  it  is nonsense to a t tr ibu te  th a t  comprehension to “ the 
Church,” which shows in a hundred different ways tha t it  
docs not adopt tiie mystical Christianity which our authors, 
in common, no doubt, with some few Christian mystics in 
all ages, have distilled from the gross doctrine of 
churches. Or, if they  like it  better, tha t of our authors is 
the true original Christianity, and the Christianity of the 
church a gross clumsy corruption. I t  comes to the same 
th ing  either way. W h a t  people understand in these days 
by Christianity is the ecclesiastical corruption, Anything



said in defence of Christianity is so much support given to 
the grotesque caricatures of religion pu t forward in modern 
pulpits. The mystic who likes to work with Christian 
symbology, so far as lie is a thoroughly educated mvstic, is 
above any svmbology really. W h at  does it m a tte r  whether 
men who think alike wear coats of the  samo colour ? B u t 
do not let us use words in a double meaning, and so 
confuse the understanding of people who are not mvstics 
at all, thoroughly educated or otherwise. I t  would be 
easy to amplify all this, but, as we said already, we have 
110 wish to dwell upou the points on which we and our 
present correspondents differ. So far as wc have striven 
against them here, we have been animated rather by a 
desire to avoid the discourtesy of le tting  their  le tter  go 
unanswered, than by the expectation of disturbing con
clusions they have formed deliberately, by the agency of 
half a dozen paragraphs. But, 011 the other hand, we ninv 
have shown them th a t  the Review was not a careless nnd 
indefensible production unworthy of tlieir groat work— 
nor its views, even where they were bu t  sketchily in
d ica ted-sloven ly  suggestions of the  moment.

There is only one more m atte r  to be noticed. Surely 
it was beneath the dignity  of the  present subject to 
suggest,— what is suggested in the  sentence:— “ There is 
no surer test of a man’s own interior status than his opinion 
of women.” The opinion of women entertained by the 
writer of the  Review never came 011 the tapis. I t  would 
be impertinent on his part to bring it  forward even now. 
That which he objected to was an occult doctrine embodied 
in the Perfect Way, which gave in his opinion an inaccurate 
picture o f th e  moral nature of the  Genus Ilomo. He 
could hardly have made plainer, than he did, his contention 
tha t the  doctrine of the  Per foot W ay  was obnoxious to 
him for one reason, because it  was der/radivff to woman. 
Women (in the plural) are as much susceptible of tha t  
treatment which is described in the Perfect Way, as the 
development of “ the  woman” within them,— as men are. So 
th a t  we found fault with the phrases used as awkward 
svmbology and emphasised th a t  objection by passages, 
which our authors have now affected to regard as evidence 
th a t  the writer of the Review in his private and individual 
character has nn affinity for women of an inferior tvne. 
The insinuation is unkind nnd beneath the level on which 
the thoughts of such people as the authors of the Perfect 
1 Vay must generally float,— and above all it is irrelevant 
to the present discussion.

But let us not quit the subject with an allusion that 
may seem even in the  least degree flavoured with b it te r 
ness. The letter to which these few words arc a reply is, as 
wc began by saying, a subject of surprise for us, because 
wc hoped tha t  the Review would have provoked feelings 
exactly the  reverse of those which the le tter displays. As 
it  has failed to do this, we can only repeat explicitly th a t  
onr admiration for the book and respect for its writers was 
really the predominant idea, which th a t  review sought to 
c< nvey, and, in spite of the present letter, we regard its 
authors as having produced one of the most, perhaps the 
most important and spirit-stirring appeal to the higher 
instincts of mankind, which modern European literature 
has yet evolved.

P a in  i s ; a  L o st  Aijm.— F rom  the D a n b u ry  (C onn .) D em o
crat. —The unfortunate young man. G eorge Rue, who Inst liis unu 
from »n accident, received on the New Y ork  nnd New ICnglnnd 
Rond ft few weeks since, ha- been seriously troubled l>y ihe 
cramping of hi:* fingers nnd arms on the side where there were 
none. l i e  felt the pain, although there wns no arm thero nnd 
lie knew it. A friend of his suggested the propriety of digying 
up the nrm, but he did not believe ill the stories he bad heard 
about limbs troubling people after they were cu t off. Tho 
limb wns however, exhumed, and upon examination it was 
found thnt the fingers were crumped the same ns he stnted his 
were, the  thum b projected out and the  nrm contracted, 
corresponding precisely with his description of liis finders put 
in tlieir proper place, and the patient wns relieved of the  puiu 
immediately and has suffered 110 more with i t  since.

T H E  H IN D O O  T H E O R Y  O F M U S IC .*
BY ISAAC L. RICE.

The musical system which next claims our attention is 
th a t  of the ancient Hindoos. Though unlike tha t of the 
Chinese, it is no less curious and interesting. The la tte r  
a ttempted to account for the power of music over the 
emotions by a mystic symbolical system. But it  was not 
the characteristic of tho Hindoos to enter into such geog
nostic mysteries. They, too, were susceptible to the influ
ence of music, and to a very great degree ; bu t  they 
were too indolent to seek for tho natural cause of tho 
phenomenon— they had a simpler way of doing things. 
W hy spend your existence in the futile effort to untie a 
knot, when you can cut it, and sever its most intricate 
ramifications a t  a single blow ?

Music is the  invention of tbe great God Mahada- 
Krishna, who caused five Ragas to spring from bis *five 
heads. The sixth owed its existence to Parbuti. After
wards Brahma himself created thirty llaginits. Each 
Raga was then personified in a god who protected and 
governed it, each Raginit in a nymph. The Ragas were 
the  primary inodes, the Raginits the  secondary ones. 
Later, Sarasvati, the spouse of Bramha, presented man
kind with the  most beautiful of instruments—the rina. 
The domi-god Narad was selected to teach its use. Tli en 
M ahada-Krishna endowed the Ragas with the  power of 
magic— the Ragas, in turn, endowed the Raginits. Men, 
animals and inanimate N ature  were henceforth compelled 
to obey them. One Raga was possessed of the power of 
raising clouds and producing rain. A songstress versed 
in th a t  mode at one time saved Bengal from an imminent 
famine by intoning it. Another Raga could cause the 
sun to vanish. One charmed serpents, another lions 
an 1 tigers. All heaven is filled with music. The great 
God Indra  is surrounded by Gandharvas ; they accompany 
him in war and sing his praise in peace. Yea, the 
terrible Shiva himself was charmed by the magic of 
Ravaua’s vina . Music is the pier of prayer and sacrifice 
— it is god-compelling.

The original system was much elaborated in the course 
of time, so tha t it  ?rew to contain no less than sixteen  
thousand  modes, each of which was governed by one of 
the  sixteen thousand nymphs, who attempted to gain 
the  love of Mahada-Krishna during his incarnation. The 
nymphs arc governed by the thirty Raginits, the Raginits 
by the six Ragas, the  Ragas by Krishna himself. Now, 
ascerta in  Raginits had affinities for certain Ragas, it wns 
conceived tha t  a general marriage had taken place-—that 
each Raga had been wedded to five Raginits, and that 
eight sons had been born in each family; that each of the 
forty-eight sons, called p utras, had taken a  nymph for a 
spouse, whereupon the immediate family of the  Ilagas 
comprised one hundred and thirty-two heads, all chief 
modes.

Later, the Ragas were construed as being also gods of 
the seasons. This was done, because there appeared to 
be a great analogy between the frame of mind produced 
by each o f th e  Ragas, and the one natural to one of the 
six seasons into which tlic Hindu year was divided. The 
joyful strains of one Raga were symbolical of the  season 
of blooming ; the  gay characteristics of another, of the 
r ipening of the fruits ; while the sad and melancholy 
melodies of another, of the fading and falling leaves. 
In tune it  came to be considered a grave offence to the 
presiding Raga of the  season, if melodies in any but one 
of the modes subject to his control were intoned.

How differently the Chinese and the  Hindoos accounted 
for the emotive power of music ! On the one hand, tho 
gloomy mysteries of the numbers and the elements ; on 
the  other, the  bright, fantastic, gorgeous heaven of sun
shine, marriages, and pleasures ! And yet, who knows but. 
th a t  the  Hindoo philosophers, who established such a 
flowery system-, were thinkers fully as deep as the Chinese 
sages—th a t  the ir  original conception and hidden meaning

* “ W hat is Music,” hv Isaac L. Rice. Mr, I. I*. Rice ia a well-known 
P ian ist ami Professor of Now Y ork.— Ed.



w e r e  n o t  a s  s p i r i t u a l  a s  t h o s e  o f  m o d e r n  d a y s  ? I t  w a s  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e  t o  c a l l  a  f o r c e  a  g o d — t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  
t o  p e r s o u i f y  t h e  i d e a l ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l .  T h e  f i r s t  t h c o i e t i e i n n s ,  
p r o b a b l y ,  u s e d  t h e  w o r d  Raqa  a s  a  s o b e r  n a m e ,  s i g n i f y i n g  

m o d e .  A s  t h e  t o n e s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  v a r i e t y ,  a n d  b y  t h e  a i d  
o f  m o d u l a t i o n ,  c h a n g e s  o f  r h y t h m ,  & c . ,  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e 
c o m e  a l m o s t  u n m a n a g e a b l e ,  o r  r a t h e r  i r r e d u c i b l e  t o  a n y  
s y s t e m  ; t h e y  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  l i m i t  t h e m  t o  a  c e r t a i n  
n u m b e r  o f  m o d e s  f i t  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  u s e ,  a n d  t h i s  n u m b e r  

b e c a m e  i u  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  e x t e n d e d  t o  s i x t e e n  t h o u s a n d  
b y  s o m e  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  o f  w h i c h  w o  a r e  i g n o r a n t .  T h e n  
c a m e  m y t h o l o g i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e  t o n e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  
w o n d e r f u l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  s o u l ,  m u s t  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  in  

h e a v e n .  T b e  n e x t  s t e p  w a s  t o  s p e c i f y  h o w  a n d  w h e r e  
t h e y  o r i g i n a t e d ,  b y  w h o m  t h e y  w e r e  p r o p a g a t e d ,  a n d  t h e n  
t h e  w i l d e s t  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  d a y .  T h e  p e c u l i a r  p o e t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  
H i n d o o  s h o w e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  “  W h a t  i s  m u s i c ? ” 
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  “  W h a t  i s  N a t u r e  V

ANTHROPOM OR PIIISM.
BY PO LIU TO .

(Concluded from ihe August Number.)
I X .

A DEM ONIACAL PO TEN TIA LITY .

I t  m a y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  o m n i p o t e n t  p o t e n t a t e  w h o m  

I  h a v e  d e p i c t e d  i s  n o  G o d ,  b u t  s i m p l y  a  c r u e l ,  i m p o s s i b l e  
o g r e  w o r t h y  o n l y  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  s a v a g e  m i n d .  I  w i l l  

n o t  a t t e m p t ,  f o r  o n e  m o m e n t ,  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a n v  s u c h  a s s e r 
t i o n  ; n a y ,  m o r e ,  I  m o s t  t h o r o u g h l y  a n d  c o r d i a l l y  e n d o r s e  i t .  
I t  i s  t r u e  b e y o n d  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i s p u t e  ; a n d  y e t ,  t h i s  
d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h n t  a l l  I  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  i s  a n  i n t o 
l e r a b l e  r e a l i t y ; t h a t  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  r e a l  w h i l e  I  k n o w  i t  t o  
b e  f a l s e  a n d  u n w o r t h y ;  t h a t  m y  c a s e  i s  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e  o f  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  r e 
s u l t  h a s  m o s t  w r e t c h e d l y  e f f e c t e d ,  n o t  m e r e l y  m y  
m o r a l ,  b u t  m y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e .  W h o s e  n a t u r e  c a n  h n v o  
a n y  f r e e d o m ,  a n y  e l a s t i c i t y ,  a n d  b r o a d  a n d  f r e e  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  w h e n  i t  i s  w e i g h t e d  d o w n  w i t h  s u c h  a  h i d e o u s  n i g h t 
m a r e  a s  t h a t  I  h a v e  c a r r i e d  a l l  m y  l i f e ,  a n d  w h i c h  I  p r e 
s e n t e d  f o r  y o u r  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  ?

N o r  i s  t h i s  i n c e s s a n t  t o r t u r e ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h r o u g h  a n  e n t i r e  
J i i e - t i m e ,  a l l  t h e r e  i s  o f  t h e  d i a b o l i c a l  v i s i t a t i o n .  I t  i s  f a r  
f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  s u m  t o t a l  o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  a d e s t i n y ,  t h e  
u n f o r t u n a t e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  w h i c h  is ,  i n  s u f f e r i n g ,  i f  n o t  in  
f a c t ,  d a m n e d  b e f o r e  h i s  t i m e .  I  k n o w  t h a t ,  w h e n  t h e  l a s t  

h o u r s  o f  l i f e  s h a l l  h a v o  a r r i v e d ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  f i n d  m y s e l f  f n c e  
t o  f a c e  w i t h  t h e  g r i z z l y  s k e l e t o n ,  t h e n  r e a s o n ,  e n f e e b l e d  

b y  i l l n e s s ,  w i l l  l o s e  i t s  s w a y ;  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  i m p r e s 
s i o n s  o f  m y  e a r l y  l i f e  w i l l  a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  t h a t  a s  I  

g l a n c e  d e s p a i r i n g l y  i n t o  t h e  n e a r  a n d  d r e a d  f u t u r e — a c r o s s  
t h e  n a r r o w  s t r e a m  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  t w o  e x i s t e n c e s — I  

s h a l l  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  m e n a c i n g  g l a n c e s ,  t h e  w r a t h 
f u l  c o u n t e n a n c e  o f  t h i s  d e m o n  w h o  h a s  t h r u s t  h i m s e l f  

i n t o  m y  l i f o  a s  t h o  o n l y  l i v i n g  G o d .  I s  t h e r e  n o  n e c r o 
m a n c e r  w h o  c a n  d i s e n t h r a l l  a  s o u l  e n s l a v e d ,  b o u n d ,  
b e n u m b e d  b y  s u c h  a  h o r r i d  s p e l l  ?

W e r e  m y  c a s e  a n  i s o l a t e d  o n e ; w e r e  I  t h o  o n l y  v i c t i m  o f  

s u c h  a t r o c i o u s  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  i t  m i g h t  n o t  b o  w o r t h y  o f  

a n y t h i n g  m o r e  e x t e n d e d  t h a n  s u c h  s y m p a t h y ,  s u c h  c o m m i 
s e r a t i o n  a s  m e n  e x t e n d  t o  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s  o f  d e f o r m i t y ,  
o r  i s o l a t e d  i n s t a n c e s  o f  u n u s u a l  a n d  p o i g n a n t  s u f f e r i n g .  
B u t  i t  s e e m s  i m j j o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  
w i t h o u t  p r e c e d e n t  o r  p a r a l l e l .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  o t h e r s  
w h o  h a v e  t h u s  h a d  f o r c e d  i n t o  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  a  b e l i e f  
w h i c h  t h e y  a b h o r ;  a  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  
d e s p i s e ,  a n d  a  g o d  w h o m  t h e y  k n o w  t o  b o  a  t r a v e s t y  
u p o n  O m n i p o t e n c e ,  a  d i a b o l i c a l  c r e a t i o n  w h o  h a s  u s u r p e d  
t h e  e t e r n a l  t h r o n e ,  a n d  o b l i t e r a t e d  o r  o b s c u r e d  t h e  t r u e  
G o d  a n d  t h e  t r u e  h e a v e n .  I  ■would l i k e  t h a t  a l l  w h o  h e a r  

t h e s e  c o n f e s s i o n s — f o r  t h e y  s e e m  t o  m e t o  b e  m o r e c o n f e s s i o n s  
t h a n  a u g h t  e l s e — t o  e x a m i n e  t h e i r  o w n  s o u l s  ; a n d  d i s c o v e r  
h o w  f a r  t h e  G o d  w h o m  t h e y  s e e — i f  t b e y  s e e  o n e  a t  a l l — i s  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  g r o w t h ,  t h e  e m a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s

o f  t h e i r  c h i l d i s h  l i v e s .  P e r h a p s  t h e y  m a y  f i n d  a s  I  
h a v e  f o u n d ,  t h a t  t h e  D e i t y  w h o  i s  e n t h r o n e d  i n  t h e i r  
e x i s t e n c e ,  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  a n  a c c r o s c e n e e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  r o c k s ,  
t h e  s o i l ,  t h e  f o r e s t s ,  t h e  d r i f t i n g  s n o w s ,  t h e  p l a i n t i v e  

v o i c e s  o f  n i g h t ,  t h e  t h u n d e r s ,  a n d  e a r l y  t e a c h i n g s ,  n i l  

c o n t r i b u t e  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t s .
I f  s o ,  w h a t  t h e n  \ D o e s  t h i s  r e l i e v e  t h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  

s u c h  a  G o d  f r o m  a n y  o f  t h e  t e r r o r s  o r  t o r t u r e s  w h i c h  

H i s  p r e s e n c e  i n f l i c t s  ? D o e s  i t  r e l i e v e  s u c h  a  o n e  f r o m  

t h e  s h a m e  a n d  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  k n o w i n g  t h a t  a  b r u t a l  
f e t i c h  h a s  t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h i m ,  a n d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  k n o w 
i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  i t  i s  a  w r e t c h e d  a n d  d e g r a d i n g  b u r l e s q u e  
o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i t  c l a i m s  t o  b e ,  h e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  t r e m b l i n g  
a t  i t s  c o u n t e r f e i t  f r o w n ,  a n d  s h r i n k i n g  f r o m  t h e  w r a t h f u l  

g l a n c e s  o f  i t s  l i f e l e s s  e v e s  ?
I  a m  p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  a w a r e  t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  b e  a  G o d ,  H e  i s  a  

s p i r i t — w h a t e v e r  t h a t  m a y  b e — a u d  t h a t  a s  s u c h  H e  i s  
u t t e r l y  b e y o n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  I  k n o w  t h a t  s u c h  a  G o d  
i s  o m n i p o t e n t  a n d  o m n i p r e s e n t ;  b u t  w h i l e  I  a b u n d a n t l y  

k n o w  t in ’s,  t h e  f a c t  h a s  n o  i n f l u e n c e  w h a t e v e r  u p o n  t h e  
o t h e r  G o d  w h o  h a s  t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m y  l i f e .  T h u s ,  

w h a t  I  k n o w ' — o r  a t  l e a s t  h o p e — t o  b e  t r u e ,  i s  w i t h o u t  
i n f l u e n c e  u p o n  m e ;  w h i l e  t h a t  w h i c h  I  k n o w  t o  b e  f a l s e  
e x e r c i s e s  u p o n  m e  a n  i n f l u e n c e  w h i c h  i s  a t  o n c e  a l l - p o t e n t ,  
a n d  d i s a s t r o u s .  I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h e  c a s e  t h a t ,  n o t  o n l y  i s  
t h i s  G o d  o f  m i n e  a n  a b s o l u t e  t o r t u r e ,  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o n s t a n t  
d r e a d  a n d  a p p r e h e n s i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r c e s  m e  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  

p o s s i b l y  t r u e ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  w h i c h  I  k n o w  t o  b e  a  

l i e .
T h e r e  a r c  t h u s  p r o d u c e d  t w o  c o n d i t i o n s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  is  

t h a t  o f  a b j e c t  m o r a l  c o w a r d i c e — a  p o l t r o o n e r y  w i t h o u t  
e x c u s e ;  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h a t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m a l f o r m a t i o n  

— a  c a s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  d e m o n s t r a b l y  f a l s e  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  

a c c e p t e d  t r u t h .
X .
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I t  m i g h t  b e  w o r t h  w h i l e ,  a s  a  c u r i o u s ,  i f  n o t  a s  a  g r a v e r  
s t u d y  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  e x t e n t ,  t o  w h i c h  r e a c h e s  t h i s  a n t h r o 
p o m o r p h i s m .  I t  i s  b a r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  s o u l s  o f  e a c h  h u m a n  b e i n g  w o u l d  r e s u l t  
i n  s h o w i n g  t h a t ,  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  o n l y  o n e  G o d ,  t h e r e  
a r e  a s  m a n y  a s  t h e r e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  a n d  t h a t ,  i n  p l a c e  o f  
t h i s  f a v o u r e d  l a n d  b e i n g  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  m o n o t h e i s m ,  t h e r e  
p r e v a i l s  a  p o l y t h e i s m  w h i c h  i s  l i m i t l e s s  i n  i t s  p r o d u c t s  
a s  t h e  u n i t s  w h o  m a k o  u p  t h e  h u m a n  a g g r e g a t e .

P e r h a p s  s u c h  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i f  t h o r o u g h l y  m a d e ,  
w o u l d  r e v e a l  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n o  t w o  o f  u s  a r e  w o r s h i p p i n g  
f e a r i n g ,  o r  d r e a d i n g  t h e  s a m e  d e i f i e d  p o t e n c y .  I  f a n c y  

t h a t  t h e  s o m b r e ,  s c o w l i n g  p o w e r  w h o  h a u n t s  a n d  

a f f l i c t s  m y  l i f e  i s  u t t e r l y  u n l i k e  t h e  d e i f i c  e m b o d i 
m e n t  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r s .  I f  I  m a y  
d r a w  c o n c l u s i o n  f r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  

b e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  G o d  w h o m  e a c h  p e r s o n  
s e e s  a n d  c o m p r e h e n d s  h a s ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m i n e ,  a n  i n t i 
m a t e  r e l a t i o n  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  q u a l i t i e s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  t e a c h 
i n g s  a n d  t e m p e r a m e n t  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a u d  t h e  p h y s i 

c a l  a s p e c t s  a n d  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h o  r e g i o n  i n  w h i c h  w e r e  

s p e n t  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  o f  l i f e .
T h u s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  G o d  o f  t h e  m o u n 

t a i n s  i s  n o t  t h e  G o d  o f  t h e  v a l l e y s ,  o r  o f  t h e  p l a i n s .  H e  w h o  

i s  w o r s h i p p e d ,  o r  i s  f e a r e d  b y  h i m  w h o  d w e l l s  i n  th e .  g r e e n  

a n d  s o l e m n  f o r e s t s ,  h a s  t h e  n a m e ,  b u t  i s  u t t e r l y  u n l i k e  t h e  
G o d  w h o  i s  t h e  o b j e c t ,  o f  a d o r a t i o n — o r  e x e c r a t i o n ,  a s  t h e  
c a s e  m a y  b e ,  o n  t h e  a i ’id  p l a i n s ,  w h e r e  e t e r n a l  g r a y n e s s  
b r o o d s  o v e r  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e ,  a n d  s i l e n c e  a u d  
d e s o l a t i o n  a r e  e n t h r o n e d  i n  u n e n d i n g  s e c u r i t y .

D o w n  i n  t h e  e q u a t o r i a l  r e g i o n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  b r o a d  l e a v e s  

o f  t h e  p a l m  d r o o p  i n  t h e  w i t h e r i n g  h e a t ;  w h e r e  p o i s o n o u s  
r e p t i l e s  a n d  b l o o d - t h i r s t y  b e a s t s  l u r k  i n  t h e  h e a v y  j u n g l e s  ; 
w h e r e  m e n  s w e l t e r  i n  a  t e m p e r a t u r e  a t  f e v e r  b e n t  ; w h e r e  
h o w l i n g  t h u n d e r - s t o r m s ,  a b l a z e  w i t h  l u r i d  a n d  g h a s t l y  
f l a m e ,  a r e  e v e r  w a n d e r i n g  a t h w a r t  t h e  s k y  ; w h e r e  e r r a n t  
w i l l - o ’- t h e - w i s p s  g l e a m  a n d  f a d e  a b o v e  t h e  t a n g l e d  g r a s s e s  
o ^ l o n e l y  m o r a s s e s ;  i n  t h e s e  r e g i o n s ,  I  f a n c y ,  t h e  G o d  w h o  
r e i g n s  i s  t h e  c o n g l o m e r a t e  o f  a l l  t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a .  H e  i s  
a  g i g a n t i c  s a v a g e ,  w i t h  a  s p e a r ; w h o s e  l o i n s  a r e  w r a p p e d



about with a breech-clout; and who has the  power of the 
cyclone and the thunder-storm ; tlie hot wrath of the blaz
ing sun ; the blood-thirstiness of the tigers ; and tlie cun
ning of tlio venomous serpents th a t  bask in the torrid heat.

Away in the frozen north, the  deity  of tho people is a 
skinclad c rea tu re ; who is lethargic ; who hybernates ; who 
occupies himself but little with tho affairs ol' men. His 
habitat is a palace in mid-air. I t s  walls in .summer glow 
redly under the rays of a sun which bu t ju s t  lifts itself 
above the horizon; in winter, its frozen faces are ablaze with 
the corruscations of tho aurora borealis, and which is, in 
fact, the outbursts of the glories of tlie inner effulgence of 
this palace of the Arctic God. All about the home of this 
Boreal deity, are illimitable fields of ice ; which (’rift, with 
thundering noises, hither and th i ther  as driven by the 
changing winds. Icebergs rear the ir  colossal forms in 
every direction ; and upon their  shelving precipices sport 
seals without number, and which fall an easy prey to tho 
spears of the  elect who havo gained this heaven as tlieir 
resting-place.

There are, then, in fact, two kinds of God in the composi
tion of the one : the generic God who has the  qualities of 
an isotherm, in th a t  he is peculiar to similar temperatures, 
and the specific God', who is a variation oftlie  generic God 
to the extent tha t  he is modified in accordance with the 
education, the  imagination, the tem peram ent of the indivi
duals of the respective isothermal belts.

XI.
NO WHY.

A dmitting all this to be true, what of it  ? is an inquiry 
which may be asked by those who have read these confes
sions. I  do not know th a t  there is any lesson or conclu
sion of any m agnitude to be obtained from tlieir presenta
tion. There may be those, among the  philosophical minds, 
who may find something in all this of wider import than
I, myself, attach to i t , ; or they may find it  of no possible 
value from any stand-point whatever. To me, the things 
herein said are simply of deep personal meaning and 
importance. They are an effort to show how a whole life 
may be made wretched, under a certain class of circum
stances, by the teachings of a so-called religion, but which 
is, in truth, a miserable, debasing superstition. I  do not 
mean by this th a t  there is no true religion ; th a t  there is 
nothing upon which men can rely in the  hour of need and 
of death, bu t simply tha t  the faith which I  was taught 
was, and is, the very essence of malignant and diabolical 
cruelty ; and that, in every instance where it is enforced, 
its consequences are a despairing infidelity, or a belief 
which, if honest and sincere, is the  synonym of supreme 
unhappiness.

(Continued from tho August Number.)
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<t I only lmnd on, I cannot creato new things, I  believe in the  ancients 
and, therefore, I lovo th em /’—

9. H induism is more liberal than  other religions. 
Christians and Mahomedans assert that, unless one 
be a Christian or a Mahomedan, he is to suffer the 
pains of eternal hell. The principal doctrine of the 
Hindu religion is that, if a man follows tho religion in 
which he believes to the best of his power, he will be 
saved. All Hindus hold this belief. The hymns to Siva 
contained in the book named Afaldmnastava, and daily 
chanted by the Brahmins a t  the time of devotion, has the 
following -

R f  # r % ^ r c j T ^ ^ ^ R r ' T 5-T3Tq'rVO
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“ As the ocean is the  goal of all rivers, so thou art the 
ultimate goal of different paths, straight or devious, which 
men follow according to thoir various tastes and inclina
tions.”

In  what other religion than  Hinduism can such tolera
tion be met with ? Such Hindus, as transgress the rules of 
casto and the several orders of life,* tha t  is, such men, as 
violate all the rules of ordinary Hinduism, were reckoned 
as H indus by Hindus. In the Vedant Sutras it  is said—

‘ I t  is seen in the Vedas tha t  men violating all miles of 
easte and the four orders of life are declared to bo entitled 
to Brahmaguau,” or the knowledge of, aud communion 
with, the One True God, the highest stage of Hinduism, 
and deemed by the  Shastras as the only path to salvation. 
Not only are such men entitled to salvation, bu t even 
Kiratas, the  Yavanas, and other non-Aryan races, who 
were constantly revolting against the Aryans and throwing 
obstacles in the w'ay of their  Yagnyas, or sacrificial obser 
vances, were not considered unouiitled to the benefits of 
religion, or to be forsaken by God. I t  is distinctly said iu 
the  Srimad Bhagavata :—

a r r c K W  qsrc: lC\ NO NO

“ Itevorence be to th a t  Vishnu by taking refuge in 
whom the Kiratas, the  Hi.inas, the  Andhras, the Pulindas, 
tho Pukkasas, the Abhiras. the Kankas, the Yavanas 
the Kliasas, and other wicked races are purified.”

Mark the tolerant spirit of Hinduism in this passage ! 
W hat other religion is so liberal ? A Mahomedan convert 
to Hinduism, named Darap Khan, composed a hymn 
addressed to tlie Ganges, and tha t  hymn is daily 
chanted by the  Brahmins of Bengal without scruple, 
at the time of bathing in th a t  river. This is another 
proof of tlie tolerant spirit of Hinduism. W h a t  Christian 
uses the  divine hymns in tlie Vedas in his daily worship ? 
Those, who are knowers o f t l ie  One True  God, or Theists, 
among the Hindus, do not worship gods and goddesses, 
nor observe rites and ceremonies,f bu t still they are not 
so intolerant as to exclude idolators from the pale of reli
gion, bu t merely call them Kanishtha dlnkdris, or followers 
of the inferior religion. B u t different is the spirit of 
Christianity aud Mahomedanism. The Moslem says: 
“ Slay the idolator when you see him.” The Christian 
says : “ H indus do not worship God, but Satan in tlieir 
Brahma, Visliuu aud Siva. Satan  lives in them.” Such 
opinions are extremely unreasonable aud uncharitable. 
Those, who worship idols, worship them as God through 
ignorance. A t any rate idolatry is be tter  than atheism. 
I t  is certainly, not proper on the par t  of the knowers of 
Brahma, or the  One True God, to worship gods aud 
goddesses, bu t on tlie part  of the idolator who does it 
through ignorance, i t  is not sin to do so. In fact, all men 
do not possess the sarnu power of intellect, understanding, 
or comprehension. Different men th ink  differently of 
God according to the culture they have undergone, the 
instruction they have received, and the intellect and the 
powers of comprehension which they possess. Where, 
then, is the  wonder, th a t  some would, out of ignorance, 
invest with divinity what is not divine, and worship 
imaginary gods and goddesses, as the Deity Himself, or as 
portions of H im ? W h a t  else does it  indicate than the 
superiority of H induism  to other religions, th a t  it unites 
the  knowing and the  ignorant iu one body, and, by 
precept and example, tries to remove the ignorance of the 
la tter and promote their  improvement in religious know
ledge ? This arrangem ent of Hinduism strictly accords 
with the  law of nature. J t is only by gradual steps tha t  
man can comprehend th e  infinite God. Wc should, there
fore, reckon idolatry to be the ladder towards the a t ta in 
m en t  of the  One True  God. I t  is, however, necessary tn

* Su<sb as the  pupil, the  house-bolder, tlie hormit, &c., &c\
1” Such as the Vcda'sannyasigrihaathas moutioned in Kulluka’s Commentary 

ou Manu, und the prevent Paramhansas.



give this advice to those who lmve betoken themselves to 
tb is  ladder:— “ Remain not, eternally on the ladder, but. 
try  to ascend to Ihe roof.” B u t  wo can never be justified 
in telling them th a t  they arc irreligious or impious.

10. Hinduism is superior to oilier religions in iliis, 
th a t  it  gives us minute directions to remember God in all 
our a c t s ;—
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“ Whilo taking medicine one should th ink  of Vishnu, or 

the  all-pervading; while eating, Janardana , o r th o  All
F eed e r ;  while lying down, Padm anabha ; while marrying, 
Praja-pati, or tbe Lord of Creatures; while fighting, Chakra- 
dhara  ; whilo travelling in a foreign land, T riv ih ram a; at 
th e  t ime of death. Nara.yana ; a t  the time of reunion with 
friends, Sridhara ; after dreaming bad dreams, Govinda ; at 
the  time of danger, Madhusudana ; in the  midst of a forest, 
N ars ingha ;  in the midst of fire, Jalasai, or the one lying 
on the w a te r ;  in the midst of water, Vara ha, ; 011 a 
mountain, R aghunundana ; while going, Vamana ; and in 
all acts, Madhava.” *— Brihad, Aicndiknu/nrar Parana, 
quoted in I ia ja  PadJudmnt Deb's Snbdakuljm rm m a.

“ 0  Thou 'Mother of the Universe ! from morn to eve 
and fn>m eve to morn, whatever 1 do is tliy worship 
only.”— K rish n a n a n d n T a n lrn a a ra , or Selections from  the. 
Tantras.

The drift of all these sayings is tliat we should not 
forget, God in any of our acts. W c should not perform 
any act without first remembering Him. Hindus, when 
they write a common letter, begin i t  with tho name of 
God. Such a religious race is nowhere to bo seen.

11. There is another point on which Hinduism is 
s u p e r i o r  to other religions, which is thnt all the  acts of a 
H indu are regulated by the ordinances of religion. A 
man of note has observed that “ the  Hindu eats religiously, 
drinks religiously, and sleeps religiously.” Hinduism leaves 
out of consideration neither the soul, nor the mind, nor the 
body, nor socicty. Firstly, no religion contains such rules 
and precepts for the. preservation of health as Hinduism 
docs. The idea th a t  it  is our duty to observe the  laws of 
health, and th a t  their  non-observance especially obstructs 
the  practice of religion, pervades the  whole of Hinduism. 
So much so is this the case th a t  the  injunction can be 
found even in ordinary poem s:—

“ The body is the  primal cause of religion.” I f  the  body 
is kep t  hale and sound, the  mind remains a t  ease, and, if 
the  mind remains a t  case, it  helps the performance of 
religious acts. There is a very intimate connection between 
the  body and the mind. This is patent to all. The sensual 
propensities gain strength from the use of wine and flesh. 
The intellect bccomcs dull by excessive eating. And it is 
for this reason tha t  rules are given for the  regulation of 
diet in the  Hindu Shastras, and particularly in the Shastras

* Jou-trdarm, Padm anabha, &c., aro all uamos of Vishnu or tlio All- 
Brooding,

treating of Yoga, or divine communion. I t  is said in the 
Bhagavat-Gita :—

z r ? i w  Rsrrr** i
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“ Proper food, proper amusements, proper endeavours, 
proper acts, proper sleep, proper waking, constitute tho 
religious discipline which enables us to cfveit miser). In  
this°way a connection has been kept between religion and 
hyciene in Hinduism, and, I  doubt not, scientific men 
would approve of this arrangement. Not only hygiene, but 
politics, military science, sociology, and household economy, 
are reckoned by it as parts of religion, so also such common 
branches of knowledge, as grammar and astronomy, lliero 
is no such division as sacred knowledge and profane know
ledge in Hinduism as in other religions. Hinduism ignores 
neither the soul, nor the mind, nor tlin body, noi soc' e .)• 
Hencc sprung true civilization in ancient India, tliat is, 
m o r a l  and religious civilization. The present civilization 
is a hollow one— glitter without but, rottenness within. 
External refinement covers the grossest viccs. _ Lt is a 
pseudo-civilization. T h a t  civilization, which springs irom 
relig ion  and morality, is solid and sound civilization, and  
sucii civilization Ind ia  could once boast of. btrabo, in ms 
ircooraphical w ork, compiled from the materials fu in is i  
by the w ritin gs of those who accompanied Alexandei to 
India, says in the chapter about India, tha t Indians fee 
110 necessity of using locks to their doors, or 0 wn e i  
contracts and engagements. How righteous were , 
rules of war th a t  obtained in ancient Ind ia  . > u c i  g 
ousness is true civilization. W hen th a t  time arrives when 
such civilization shall return and spierd ovei re 'v 01 ,
the  world will assume a new and glorious aspect. ^

12. H in d u ism  is o lder than any oth er relig ion , and it
sprung long before the rise of history. I t  is o < ci iau 
Christianity ; Buddhism is but its rebel child ; Maho- 
medaniam is bu t o f th e  other day. H induism has icon 
existing from a period anterior to the rise ol lustoiy up  ̂
the  present, time, and this shows that it  has something m 
it tha t can keep hold of the human mind for a long, long 
time. I t  has cjivcn, and is giving, rise to many a religions 
sect, and the faith of each of these sects has become a wide- 
spreading religion in its turn. Hinduism can be very 
aptly compared to the Kabir Burr, or the great Banyan 
tree 011 the banks of the Nerbudda. This tree is so old, 
th a t  many of its branches have become trees in their turn. 
As men grow old, they become feeble in body and weak 
in intellect, bu t this is not the case with Hinduism. 
Hinduism has got the power of rejuvenescence. I t  possesses 
extraordinary stamina. Like the Kabir Burr, it has tho 
capacity of renewing its foliage. W ith  the progress of 
society— with the development of reason— it wiU assume 
an e w  shape which will not fail to satisfy the_ intellect.* 
This internal power gives it a claim to superiority over 
other religions.

Having thus shown the  superiority of Hinduism in 
o-eneral to other existing religions, I now proceed to show 
the especial superiority of tha t portion of it, which Hindus 
consider to be the  essential portion of their religion, and 
which passes by the  name of Jndnkanda, tha t  is, the 
knowledge and worship of Brahma, or the One True God. 
The aim and object of J n d n k a n d a  is the direct worship 
of Brahma. I t  inculcates the worship of Brahm a to those 
who are capable of comprehending him. The Upanishads 
amply treat of the  nature and attr ibu tes  of Brahma and 
tho mode or m anner in which his worship is to be performed. 
Every Shastra  contains words of Jnan, or knowledge of 
Brahma, but the Vedant, or the Upanishadhs, are the 
principal works on th a t  subject. There arc no scriptures 
in the world which contain such instruction about the 
nature  of God as the  Jndnkanda, The Bible and the 
Koran teach tha t  God is particularly  manifest in a parti

* This is tostitiod t,o by tbe evolution of Brahmoism out of Hinduism.



cular place in tlie universe— namely, Heaven. B u t the 
Upanishads affirm—

“ r w  m m
“ He is omnipresent, all-immanent, and of the subtlest 
cssence.”— M undakupanishad. The Bible says th a t  the 
Supreme Being is seated upon His throne in heaven and 
Christ sits at H is r ight hand. Astronomers have dis
covered that as the  sun is the  centre of the solar world, 
there is a certain star in the firmament which is the centre 
of the whole universe, and round which our sun with its 
a ttendant planets and their  satellites revolve. Dick, an 
American religious writer, affirms that th a t  star is the 
habitation of God and is Heaven. The .sages of India  never 
fell into such error.

Ono of the principal teachings of the Jnankanda  is 
th a t  man should endeavour to see God directly, and not 
indirectly, by the help of a mediator or prophet.

“ The man purified by tho grace of divine wisdom sees 
Him, the formless, in mood meditation.-—Aloondaku- 
panishad.

S\ vi
“ As the  eye secs the  expanded sky, so the wise sec the 

omnipresent God.”-—h‘.iff-1 eda.
I t  appears from a study of the works of Jnunkanda th a t  

some of its writers did not blindly depend on what are 
believed to be inspired writings.

V£>
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“ God is not to be obtained by Vedic sayings, or by 
remembrance of what is learnt about Him. H e  only whom 
H e  accepteth can obtain Him ; to his soul doth H e  reveal 
His nature.”— Aathopanin/tad.

*Kii q f c  =Fk c(TcT |c
“ W hat shall sayings of the Rig-Vcda do to H im  who 

does not know H im  ' ! Hivciu&uuturu U panishad .
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“ The Rig-Veda, the  Yajur-Veda, the  Sam-Veda, the 
Atharva-Veda, Sikslia or Pronunciation, Kalpa, Vyakarana 
or Grammar, -N irukta nr Glossary, Clihanda or Prosody, 
Jyotish or Astronomy, are all inferior knowledge ; the 
superior knowledge is th a t  by which the  Undecay ing could 
be kuowii."— M undakupanishad.

q [ * ;£ R  q ^ r R :  ll

“ We should not determine anything only by help of the 
Shastra; there is loss oi religiousness in judg ing  of religions 
matters without the aid of reason.”— Vnhaspati.
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‘‘ W hen your reason shall be freed from delusion, then 

you shall become indifferent to tradition (Sruti or the Veda), 
or what is reckoned woitliy of being heard (other Shastras). 
— Bliagauat-Uita.
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“ As the man, desirous of obtaining corn, rejects the husk, 
so the wise man devoted to the acquirement of the know
ledge of God and other kinds of knowledge (leading to tho 
same), should, after studying writings (which treat of God), 
abandon them as there is no end to books (on the subject). 
As a man, a lter seeing an object, which he wants to see 
by means of a torch, abandons it, so the knower of God, 
after seeing God by means of books treating of divine 
knowledge, should abandon them. As he who has drunk 
nectar does not require water, so he who lias known Him, 
the Highest, does not require the Vedas .”— Utlarugita i n  
the Brant h anda  P u ra n a .

rq % q ry tfc  |

iras jreriff i  «Tcfflcq cr«r<rrwcTi ii

“ Knowing life to be transient, one, abandoning all 
Sluistras, should worship Him, the undecaying who is 
T ru th  itself and who is the  only Reality.”— Ibid.

?Ti% q f ^ r ,  t ^ q ^ w r  q ^ q * f  fqsrr: l 

flK*rci ^ q i m c i ^  q a-rr s f f c f a i r e f a 5*! n*\ C- c
“ Shastras are infinite, and there is much to be known; but 

time is short and obstacles many, wherefore a man should 
accept the essence of books, like the duck which, when it 
gets milk mixed with water, drinks only the milk rejecting 
the  water.”— Ibid.

q w q ^ > r q r £ q '  q ^ R  |
V i V i > 0  1

3^  ^ T r fa s r  q s r s r ^ r  II
“ Reasonable words are welcome though fi'om a child, 

unreasonable words arc to be rejected like grass though 
uttered  by Brahm a ('lie ( Iod who revealed the Vedas to 
man).”— Yoga- Va&isth

Such a spirit of independence with respect to scripture 
is not to be witnessed in any other religion than Hiuduism.

A nother teaching of the  Jn an k an d a  is to renounce all 
ritual observances. Such renunciation by men who have 
arrived at Shreshthadliikara, or the higher stage of religion, 
has all along existed in Hinduism. I t  is said in the 
Mundakupanishad :—

S31 a ic r e r  *r$n?qr q<r q w  i

s r t r  ^  q ^ r f a q R T  I^  £ so no

“ The effects of these ritual observances, which are per
formed by eighteen priests, are unstable and fleeting. 
Those dunces, who rejoice at  thinking them  to be impor
ta n t  duties, are often and often subject to decay and death 
(i.e., to transmigration in this world).”

I t  is said in the Manu Samhita

^ - i f ^ p q i q  q K :? w  fa m x n r :  I

w h s t h  51 h w r ^ f c p r r a ^ q s r e R  ll*\ »v
“ The best among Brahmins, renouncing these ritualO . ® . .

observances, should be assiduous in the cultivation of 
divine knowledge, the study of the Vedas and the prac
tice of tranquillity of mind.”

Kulluka Bliatta, the  ornament of Bengal, whom Sir W . 
Jones calls the best of all commentators in the world, 
mentions in his commentary on the Manu Sanhita, a class 
of house-holders who were called Vedasannyasis. These 
house-houklers totally renounced the ritual laid down in 
the  Vedas.* Even now there are classes of men known 
as the Dandis ami the Param hunsas who, forsaking all 
ritual observances, devote themselves wholly to the  con
templation of God.

In the Jiiiiukanda of the Hindu Shastras, the  greatest 
prominence is given to the  contemplation of God, though in 
the Upanishads or principal work of Jnankandathere  are not 
only precepts about contem plation,butthercare  praversalso, 
for in the Upanishads we come across such beautiful prayers

* Tho Veilfts, excopt tlio small portions which <i'o liy the nnniR of the 
Up.'Uiishail, consist of rules for ritual oliservaucos, ami hymns to  th e  goda 
jn whoso Uouour they uro performed.



as “ Lead me from the fleeting into the  everlasting, from 
darkness into light, irom death into immortality.” The 
ultimate object ol religion is the a t ta inm ent of the company 
of God ; absolution from sin by means of repentance, 
p.nd prayers are tlie means for this a ttainment. I f  enjoy
m ent of the company of God bo th e  ultimate 
object of religion, and if by contemplation only 
we can enjoy his company, contemplation is surely tlie 
best form of worship. By means of the  body we can go 
Dear a man, but never near the  Suprem e Being who is 
beyond the senses. I t  is only by means of contemplation 
th a t  we can obtain the company of the  invisible God.

“  si q p r  qr i

STRirflraR ftosftra wawtr cqrWRJir
“ f ie  cannot be seen by the eyes, H e cannot be described 

by the tongue, H e  is accessible to none o f t l ie  senses. He 
cannot be obtained by means of austerities or ritual 
observances. T h a t  man alone, whose mind has been 
purified by divine knowledge, can, by means of contem
plation, see th a t  God who is beyond the  reach of the 
senses.” When this contemplation assumes a fixed 
unwavering character, when a t  all times of life— even in 
the bustle of wordly pursuits— wo can calmly contemplate 
Him, when we can always keep H im  lull in our sight, 
when wc can sec H im  wnhout intermission, it  is callcd 
Yoga, or divine communion. The spirit of prayer is very 
strong in Europe,— but still for all that, there are not 
wanting now-a-days men who acknowledge communion 
to be the best worship of God. An European poet ol tho 
highest order has thus expressed h im se lf :—

“ Uapt into still communion wlrV?’ tttuscemls 
The inferior offices of prayer an'j praise.”

For him wlio has got a true knowledge of God thero is 
110 particular ruling of time or place lur devotion. For 
him that place and th a t  time arc the best place and timo 
for devotion where and when he can concentrate his mind 
upon God.

“  &  ^ i m  e r e i f a ’f a r a ; ”

“ W here he can concentrate his mind upon God, there 
he should worship Him. There is no particular rule 
about this.”-— Vedanta Sidra.

To those who have got true knowledge of God, there is 
no necessity of undertaking pilgrimages. For them  the 
a tta inm ent of a pure heart is the  best pilgrimage.

o i 4 1 4 l ^ r q H ; |

'Ttcfp-i i w i r f c t r r  n

“ Truth is pilgrimage ; forgiveness is p i lg r im age; m orti
fication of the senses is pilgrimage ; benevolence towards 
all creatures is p ilgrimage; simplicity of hear t  is pil
grim age; generosity is pilgrimage; restra inm ent of the  
passions is pilgrim age; contentment is pilgrimage ; absti
nence from improper sexual intercourse is p ilgrim age; 
speaking sweet words is pilgrimage ; tho a tta inm ent of 
divine wisdom is p i lg r im age; continence is p i lg r im age; 
virtue is pilgrimage. A tta inm ent of a pure  h ea r t  is the  
best of all pilgrimages.”— K asikhanda  in the Scctnda 
J ’umna,

{To  bo con tinued .)

A N  A L L U R I N G  P R O M IS E .

TO TIIE E D IT O R  OF TIIE “ T I l l tO S O P I lIS T .”

II ordinary success a t  college, and in life be the measure of 
o rd inary  intelligence, then 1 may fairly lay claim to be an 
o rd in a r ily  intell igent gentleman. Yet 1 confess that ,  with tny 
ordinary intelligence, I  find myself a t  the end of months of 
earnest stud}', as far almost as ever from grasping, in all their 
comprehensiveness, the noble t r u t h s  which arc liom time to time 
presented to the readets o f t l i e  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  especially the 
sublime mysteries concerning the highest interests ol humanity, 
which have appeared under the modest heading o f  “• I< ragments 
of Occult T r u th .” Such being my position as regards these 
teachings, it may well be imagined, with w hat unspeakable 
delight I  read the confident assertion of “ II .  X .  ’ in the last 
number of the T h e o s o p h i s t ,  stating that " i n  one w eek” he 
("IJ.X.”)“ro«/t/ te a ch a n y  o rd in a rily  in te llig en t m a n ,a ll th a t in  
18 m onths we a ll  o f  us  hnve succeeded in ex trac ting  from them,” 
meaning the “ Brothers .” Here, said I to myself, is a glorious 
prospect specially for one who is, so to speak, groping in the 
dat k ! W hen we consider w h a t  it is exactly tha t  the i S r u t h c r s  
h a re  “ unfolded to us in 18 months,” in spite ot the exclusive 
selfishness for which, among o ther things, your correspondent 
takes them roundly to task ; when we consiuer tha t  the F ra g 
m en ts  alone, if they w ere  all tha t  had been conceded to us up lo 
the  present moment, would themselves throw no uncertain light 
upon ou r  knowledge o f  the hidden mysteries ot lile aud death ; 
aud, finally, when wc consider what other sterling truths,  as yet  
concealed from the public eye, the Brothers may have already 
communicated to the favoured few— ( “ II. X .” perhaps among the 
number) —whom they have admitted into the i r  coufidence, then, 
indeed, the  charm of  making oneself acquainted w ith  it all withiu 
a single week is one that  it would be sheer madness to throw 
away. I, for one, embrace it  with nil eagerness, and humbly 
beg your correspondent to take me as his chela . 1  will a t  once 
join him a t  Calcutta, if, indeed, as 1 suspect, lie hails Irom that 
c ity— or wherever else he may be. I  shall give him implicit 
obedience and earnest,  undivided attention, if only he will un
dertake a t  the end of his promised w eek  (or, for that matter, at 
the  end of 4 weeks) to send me back armed with all the knowledge 
(iconsiderable, as there is every reason to believe it must be) 
which he has happily succeeded iu “ ex trac ting  from the 
Brothers in 18 mouths.” A n  early and favourable answer would 
be hailed with delight.  B. J .  P.

CAN A MAN LIVE WITHOUT FOOD ?
t o  r u n  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  “  t h e o s o p h i s t .”

W h a t is tho purpose o f  our taking food ? In  adults it  only 
supplies us with an am ount o f  energy necessary to keep up 
the temperature o f  the body and to supply the energy expended 
by our muscular exertions. Food principally consists of carbon, 
and the slow combustion o f  carbon in oxygen translorms the 
potential energy latent in carbon into a kinetic form of energy, 
th a t  is heat,, and that heat into work. Such was until recently 
the  general explanation of the scientists o f  the present age.

B u t  now-a-days a  question has arisen, whether the energy 
la tent in the molecules o f  carbon or in those of oxygen is during 
combustion transformed into heat. I  suppose tha t  it is the 
energy of oxygen molecules and not of carbon molecules which 
is thus transformed.

T o  transform a solid into liquid, a certain amount of heat 
and, therefore, energy must be added ; and so is the case iu 
transforming liquid into a  gas. F rom  this I  conjecture tha t  the 
total amount o f  energy in a gas is generally greater than that 
present in a solid o r a l  iquid.

A mongst gases oxygen is the one which is liquified and 
solidified with the  greatest cli(lieuIty ; and amongst the solid 
elements it  is carbon which has hitherto  defied the attempts 
o f t l i e  chemists to t i r n  it into n gas.

I  conjecture th a t  while oxygen abounds iu energy', tho store 
of energy in carbon is very poor. W hen two molecules, one 
o f  the oxygen and the o th e r  of carbon, come together under 
favourable circumstances, according to the law of equilibrium a 
certain umount of energy iu the oxygen molecule jmssea



into the carbon molecule as in the case of the transfer of energy 
from a highly-electrified body to another less electrified. The 
energy, tliat so passes, re-up pears in the form of kinetic energy, 
ami is the heat of combustion.

It it can be shown that oxygen is the source from which wo 
draw the energy that regulates the temperature of our body, 
and enables it, to do work, and not the carbon, may it, not b« 
possible for us to live without introducing carbon at all in the 
form of food into our system ?

Or, in other words, the question asked is—can we not 
transform the energy potential in oxygen into its kinetic mode, 
without the help of its chemical affinity with some other 
elements ? There are various processes by whieh potential 
energy may be transferred into a kinetic one in u molecule, 
anil chemical combination is only one of them.

Thus, for instance, oxygen in the form of ozone easily yields 
iu the common form of oxygen, and a certain amount of 
energy is thereby rendered kinetic.

How, the question arises, whether it is possible that n mail 
could live without food ? It is the law of evolution that our 
organs should be so formed, as to bo well adapted to our 
necessities ; or, in other words, it is necessity that has 
gradually developed and fitted our organs for their various 
Uses. I f  it be so, then a man might also attempt gradually 
to give up food, and his system would be gradually so trans
formed as to enable him to absorb oxygen in a certain 
particular way, that would transform a portion of their 
potential energy into a kinetic form.* To some it may appear 
something very ridiculous, when I say, that the oxygen 
molecules may bo absorbed in a particular way. &c., &e. But 
let them think tor a moment of the case of a common platinum 
ball aud a ball of spongy platinum. The spongy platinum 
ab.-orbs hydrogen in a particular way, so that the absorbed 
hydiogen becomes totally distinct, from common hydrogen, in 
tbe avidity wit.li which it. combines with oxygen. Therelore. I 
say t.o those willing to be testing every alleged fact in nature 
by the lormuhis of modern science, that, according to this 
science, there is no reason for disbelieving in tho possibility of 
a man livii g without any food.

And as almost all our diseases owe more or less their origin 
to tbe food absorbed, a man thus abstaining from it ought to bo 
healthier and stronger.

Finally, 1 must lvmind the reader thnt the subtler the fluid, 
the greater the amount of energy stored in it. Ilence, lie who 
will have lem lit the secret of drawing energy from ether and 
will have lilted his organs lo perfection for the >iame, may feel 
no necessity for breathing the common air.

K i u s u n a s a i i m a  M o o k u k j e k .

Bunkipur, The 7th August, 1882.

TH E VIBRATORY HARMONICS OF SMELL.
TO T H E  EDIT OR Ot’’ T tI B  “  TIIKOSOI’IIIST .”

By a fortunate chance, ft copy of Dr. Mayo’s Kaloolaht has 
fallen in my way, and you can give your readers tho opportunity to 
peruse for themselves the evidence thnt the vibratory theory of 
smell, propounded by Professor W. Ramsay, of University 
College, Bristol, in Nuture , (for June 2iird, 1882) was long 
ago put forth by an American romancer. In noticing this 
curious fact, in the T i i i c o s g i m i i s t  for Aujrust, you relied entirely 
upon your recollection of an episode iu the novel, wliich, as I 
was told, you had read more than twenty years ago. It is a 
pleasure now to find that your memory did not deceive you. 
The novel in (juCftion forms one of Routledge’s “ Railway 
Library,” and may be had at any of the book-shops. Wo must 
all feel indebted to Professor Ramsay for opening ono more 
of the hitherto locked doors of tho sehool-room of Occult 
Philosophy.

yours, &c.
M. 0 . L.

“ At the conclusion of the piece, the prince inquired whether 
1 should not like to witness a performance upon the perfume-

•  A n d ,  i n  s u c h  a  case, t l i c  w i s d o m  o f  t h o  m a n  w h o  e x p e r i m e n t e d  o n  h i s  
d o n k e y  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  h a d  n e i r l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  
h a b i t u a t o  t h e  c r e a t u r e  t o  l i v e  w i t h o u t  f o o d ,  “ b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  p o t  
fc ick a n d  d i e d ”  b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  e n t i r e l y  i n t o  t h o  h a b i t — w o u l d  b e  f u l l y  
v i n d i c a t e d ,  l i n t  j o k i n g  a p a r t ,  d o  w o  n o t  k n o w ,  f o r  a  e< rtainty, o f  Y o g i s  w h o  
p a s s  m o n t h s  a n d  y e a r s  i n  tiautuU/n w i t h o u t  e a t i n g  ; a n d  d o e s  n o t  t l i o  r e c e n t  
s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  o f  D r .  T a n n e r  a n d  o t h e r s ,  w h o  l i v e d  f o r t y  d a y s  w i t h o u t  
a n y  f o o d ,  p r o v o  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  m o r e  t h a n  p o s s i b l e  I— K d ,  

f  K uloolah: or A d v m tu m  in, AJrica.by W, 8. Mayo, London*a

machine, which had often been the subject of conversation 
between us. I at once assented, and, rising, we all repaired, by 
a short passage, to a low, narrow, but very long, hall. I t was 
destitute of furniture, except a couch iu the centre, upon which 
we seated ourselves. A t < no end of the lmll thero were two 
large circular apertures, the open ends of pipes leading to a 
centrifugal bloner, precisely like those in use in the Hudson 
River steam-boats. Opening in at tho centre of motion, 
nround the axis of the revolving fan, tlio action of the blower 
was, of course, to suck tho air out of tbe hall, through tlio 
pipe, in a steady current. The upper-eud wall of the hall wn6 
studded with the open mouths of very small tubes, the othor 
ends of which communicated with reservoirs of perfume with
out the room. Below this projected from the wall a carved 
shelf, or rather box. supporting a row of keys, the extreme 
ends of which were attached by wires to valves iu tho tubes. 
Upon pressing the keys, corresponding valves were opened, 
and jets of scented  air thus allowed to cuter the hall. These 
odours, borne on the steady current, passed down tho room, 
and out through the pipes leading to the blower.

“ There were im re thau filty distinct perfumes, that 
stood in the same relation to each other that tones aud senii- 
lones do to the different, parts of the scale iu music. 
The harmonic combinations of these were infinite. There are 
also several fundamental and controlling odours, by which the 
whole scalo can be modified at pleasure. The three principal 
of theso are garlic, musk, and sulphuretted hydrogen. The 
garlic, which corresponds to the minor key in music, is 
exceedingly plaintive and allecting. Compositions in this key 
almost invariably excite the smeller to tears. Compositions in 
the musk key are very varied in their expression ; sometimes 
grave and solemn, like church music ; at other times gay, lively, 
and redolent of chalked floors and gas lights. Compositions m 
the sulphuretted hydrogen key have invariably a spirit-stirring 
and martial expression. I t is the proper key for odovate inarches, 
battle-pieces and storm-rondos.

“ The-Christian reader, with an uneducated sense of smell, 
may, perhaps, turn up his no.-.c tin profound ignorance of his 
nose’s capacities) at the instrument, I am describing ; but if lie 
should ever have an opportunity of snuffing the melodious 
streams and harmonic accords evolved by a good performer, upon 
a properly-eonsirncted instrument, he will be compelled to 
admit that his nasal organ was given to him for a higher 
purpose than to take snufl, support spectacles, or express 
contempt.

“ True, nt first he may not appreciate the more recondite com
binations and delicate u perfumes tmy moro than a novice in 
music appreciates the scientific arrangements of notes in Italian 
or German opera, but he will at once be able to understand and 
admire the easy melodies— the natural succession of simple 
fragrances, and, in time, the cultivated sensibility of his nasal 
organ will enable him to comprehend the moro elaborate harmo
nics— the most subtile and artificial odoriferous correspondences 
and modulations.

“ The name of this instrument is the Ristum-Kilherum  
which, if my recollection of the Greek serves me, is very much 
like two words in that language signifying a nose and a harp. 
I t  was played, upon the occasion of which I  speak, liy the 
same artist who had just performed upon the sheep skins, and, 
although hardly qualified to judge, I had no hesitation in
setting him down as equally a master of both.

“ For sometime, I sat, the completo verification, notwith
standing the presence of the princess, of au observation, I think 
by Ilaziit, that odours better than the subjects of the other sense.-, 
serve as links in the chain of association. A series of staccato 
passages amid bergamot, lemon, orange, cinnamon and other 
familiar perfumes, quite entranced me, whil* a succession of 
double shakes on the attar of roses made me fancy, for a moment, 
that the joyous breath of a bright spring morning was once more 
dashing the odours of that old sweet briar bush into the open
window of my chamber at 0 ------.

“ The night was well advanced when tho performance con
cluded, and bidding Kaloohdi good-night, I  was conducted by 
the prince to my own apartments where Hugh and Jack were 
waiting for me. In no mood for talking, I  despatched them to 
bed, and withdrew to my own chamber, where, revolving in 1113- 
mind the question •whether odours, instead o f  being material 
emanations, may not bv. Vde light or found, mere vibrations 
propagated in an elastic medium, I  threw myself upon my 
couch, and was toon iu a sound sleep, hardly dreaming even of 
Kaloolah.”



I D O L A T R Y  I N  T H E  V E D A S .

W it h  rc ferenco to  o u r  e s teem ed  b r o th e r  “  D . ’s” le t te r ,  
pub l ished  on page  2 1 3  o f  Vol. I I I .  o f  tho  T n E O S o r m s T ,  a  
c o rre sp o n d en t  o f  th e  Arya, from  M eeru t ,  says :—

“ The alleged sentence from the  Ynjur  Veda is ne ither  traceable 
in t h a t  Veda, uor in the Veda Bhashya of Swamiji  Dayanauda  
Saraswati .  There are no Prashnas in e i the r  of these books. I  
■would like to know where aud in w ha t  Adhyai,  or  page, of the  
Sw am iji’s Veda Bhashya it  is to be found. T he  quotat ion  appears 
to  have been made from some Bram han ,  or U panishad ,  to in terpret  
■which correctly we should have the full paragraph  before us, and 
n o t  a  p a r t  of the sentence as published. I f  ‘ D.’ is really in earnest, 
wiiy does he no t  undertake to prove it  to Mr. M athuradas Lowji, 
a  learned aud  spiri tually advanced gentleman, who offers a  reward 
of Its.  5,000 to any person who would prove t h a t  idolatry  is 
sanctioned iu the Vedas.

“ The fears entertained by ‘ D.’ of being guilty of a religious 
offence by publishing a word or two of the Vedas are unfounded. 
The inspired liishis who published the Veda3 to the world are the 
noble example to be followed, aud not the peculiar views of a 
selfish priest or psydo-Bramlian.”

T h e  c o rre sp o n d en t  of  the  A r y a  seems to  h a v e  confounded 
t ’.ic two quest ions ,  a bou t  the  idola try  in th e  V ed n s  an d  in the  
S.iusirns. O u r  fr iend, “  D . / ’ w ro te  a b o u t  th e  former,  wh i le  
> i r .  Aluthurudas L o w j i  concerns h im se l f  b u t  w i th  lhe  hitler ,

, for th e  p re sen t  a t  least .  H o w ev e r ,  a  te fe ren co  to page 3 0 3  o f  
OJr lust IN limber will  show t h a t  o u r  w o r th y  c o rre sp o n d en t  is 
*• real ly  in e a rn es t .”  H o  has a lready  app lied  for th e  address  
o f  Air. M at ln iradns  a n d  has  announced  liis in ten t ion  o f  un d e r
tak in g  to p rove  th a t  “  ido la try  is sanc tioned by th e  S h a s t ra s .” 
A s  l e g a r d s  the  ch a l lenge  o f  the  c o r re sp o n d e n t  o f  th e  Arya 
nbout Die sen tence  in tlio Vedas ,  in ques t ion ,  w e  t ru s t  th a t  
“  D . ”  will soon send  h is  rep ly  d e fend ing  h is  position. I t  is 
froe discussion a lone t h a t  can b r ing  to l ig h t  h id d en  t ru ths .  
T h e ' l u i s o s o r m s T  will,  therefore,  deem  it  a  g r e a t  honour,  i f  
t h i s  vexed  quest ion  a b o u t  idola try  is se t t led  onco for all  th ro u g h  
i ls  columns.

---------,---- . - ii. + +  ---- ------------------------

TH E P H IL O SO P H Y  OF S P IR IT .

II1EHOSOPHY, TllEOSOPJI v, AND I’SYCHOSOFHV.

B y  T. Subba Roic, F.T.S.

A n  a r t i c l e  b y  M r .  W .  O x l e y ,  u n d e r  t h e  a b o v e  h e a d i n g ,  

h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f t h e  T h e o s o I'.h is t ^ I t  i s
intended to be a reply to the  strictures contained in my 
r e v i e w  of “ The Philosophy of Spirit,” published in the 
May num ber o f tlie  T n E ..so rm sT ; bu t a considerable por
tion  of it  is devoted to the exposition of some of tlie 
im portan t doctrines of what is term ed “ Hierosophy and 
Theosophy,” as understood by th e  author. I  shall first 
exam ine the au thor’s defence ol Busiris and the  statem ents 
contained in his treatise on “ The Philosophy of Spirit
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  M a h a b h a r a t a ,  a n d  t h e n  j D i o c e e d  
t o ° p o i n t  o u t  h i s  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e a l  d o c t r i n e s  o f  
“  T h e o s o p h y , ” a n d  t h e  f a n c i f u l  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n s  
o n  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t l i e  n e w  s y s t e m  o f  E s o t e r i c  P h i l o s o p h y  

a n d  S c i e n c e ,  w h i c h ,  i t  i s  c o n f i d e n t l y  p r e d i c t e d ,  w i l l  s o o n  
s u p p l a n t  t h o  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m s  o f  E a s t e r n  B r o t h e r h o o d s ,  a n d  

■which  i s  h e r e a f t e r  t o  b e  k n o w n  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  

“ H i e o r o s o p h y . ”

M r .  O x l e y  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  s t a t e  a t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  h i s  

a r t i c l e ,  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  t h e  v i e w s  o f  “  orthodox 
Bramhins" r e g a r d i n g  h i s  t h e o r i e s  a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  
“ e n l i g h t e n e d  B u d d h i s t s ” w o u l d  n o t  b e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  
s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  a u d  r e c e i v e  h i m  a s  a n  a l l y  i n  t h e  w o i k  

o f  r e f o r m .

B u d d h i s t s  m a y  n o t  b e  v e r y  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  e i t h e r  i u  
B h a g a v a t - G i t a ,  i t s  a u t h o r s h i p ,  o r  i t s  c o r r e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  m a y  n o t  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  o l  a r r i v i n g  
a t  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h o  
a u t h o r ’s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  i t s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  o r  t h e  j u s t n e s s  o f  

l i i s  v i e w s  c o n c e r n i n g  i t s  a u t h o r s h i p .  B u t  i f  t h e  a u t h o r  
■would p u b l i s h  a n o t h e r  s m a l l  t r e a t i s e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p h i l o 
s o p h y  o f  s p i r i t  c o n t a i n e d  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  T r i p i t a k a s ,  o r  i n  t h e  

D h a r m a  ( J h a k k r a  P r a v a r t a n a  S u t r a ,  a n d  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  

real authors of these works were better known to certain

m e d i u m s  i n  E n g l a n d  t h a n  t o  a l l  t h e  B u d d h i s t  L a m a s  
a n d  A r h a t s  p u t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  c e r t a i n  

a n g e l s  c a l l e d  b y  n a m e s  w h i c h  t h e y  n e v e r  h e a r d  i n  t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  a n d  t h a t  G a u t a m a  B u d d h a ’s  i n t e r i o r s  w e r e  o p e n e d  t o  
l e t  i n  s p i r i t u a l  l i g h t  a n d  w h o l e s o m e  l i f e  i n f l u x  f r o m  t h e  
s p h e r e  o f  s o l a r  a n g e l s ,  l i e  w i l l  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  
a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  “ e n l i g h t e n e d  B u d d h i s t s ” o n  
t h e  r e a l  v a l u e  o f  h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  

u s e f u l n e s s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  B u d d h i s t  p h i l o s o p h y  
a n d  B u d d h i s t  r e f o r m .  I  h a r d l y  e v e r  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  a  
p h i l o s o p h e r  o f  M r .  O x l e y ’s  p r e t e n s i o n s  w o u l d  t h i n k  i t p r o p e r  
t o  a t t a c k  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m  a n d  i n f o r m  t h e  p u b l i c  
t h a t  h i s  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  d o i n g s  o f  o r t h o d o x  p e o p l e  i n  
p a s t  h i s t o r y  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t  a n d  a c t i o n  i n  
p r e s e n t  t i m e s  h a s  n o t  l e f t  a  v e r y  f a v o u r a b l e  i m p r e s s i o n  o n  
h i s  m i n d ,  w h e n  t h e  s a i d  s t a t e m e n t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  i r r e l e v a n t  
t o  t h e  a r g u m e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n .  B u s i r i s  m u s t ,  i n d e e d ,  h a v e  
b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  d e s p e r a t e  s t r a i t s  w h e n  t h i s  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  
o n  “ o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m ” i s  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

s a v e  h i m  f r o m  a n n i h i l a t i o n .  B u t  w h a t  d o e s  M r .  O x l e y  

k n o w  o f  “ o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n s  %' S o  f a r  a s  I  c a n  s e e ,  h i s  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m  
i s  a l l  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  p e r u s a l  o f  a  f e w  i n c o r r e c t  E n g l i s h  

t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  B h a g a v a t - G i t a ;  h e  i s  c o n f e s s e d l y  i g n o r a n t  
o f  t h e  S a n s k r i t  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  u n a b l e  t o  
d e r i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a n y  o f  o u r  S a n s k r i t  w o r k s .  
H e  m u s t  h a v e  b a s e d  h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  p e r h a p s ,  o n  t h e  s t a t e 
m e n t s  o f  s o m e  i n t e r e s t e d  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  w h o  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
f o n d  o f  a b u s i n g  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m  w h e n  t h e y  f i n d  

t h e m s e l v e s  u n a b l e  t o  c o n v e r t  H i n d u s  t o  t h e i r  c r e e d  b y  
f a i r  a r g u m e n t .  U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  
g o o d  o f  i n f o r m i n g  l i i s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  p a t r o n i z e  
“ o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m , ” w h e n  h e  i s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  i n  w h a t  r e s p e c t s  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m  i s  b a d ,  a n d  h o w  
f a r  m y  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i t  h a s  t e n d e d  t o  v i t i a t e  m y  a r g u 
m e n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  B u s i r i s  t o  t h e  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  
M a h a b h a r a t a  ? I  b e g  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  a u t h o r  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  

r e a s o n  t o  c o n d e m n  a n y  o f  t h e  r i t e s ,  c e r e m o n i e s ,  o r  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  m o d e r n  B r a m h i n s ,  t h e i r  B r a m h i n i s m  w o u l d  
b e  h e t e r o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m ,  a n d  n o t  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m .  
T h e  t r u e  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n s  a r c  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  
m y s t e r i o u s  Fire-mist k n o w n  t o  E a s t e r n  O c c u l t i s t s .  T h o  

t w o  S a n s k r i t  w o r d s ,  B a d a b a  a n d  B a d a b a y a ,  g e n e r a l l y  
a p p l i e d  t o  B r a m h i n s ,  w i l l  r e v e a l  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  t h e  r e a l  
b a s i s  o f  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m ,  i f  h e  c a n  b u t  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e  r e a l  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n  i s  t h e  
Astral man a n i l  h i s  r e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  i n  
t h e  w o r l d  ; i t  i s  a s  e t e r n a l  a s  t h e  m i g h t y  l a w  w h i c h  
g o v e r n s  t h e  U n i v e r s e .  I t  i s  t h i s  g r a n d  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  ia  
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  M r .  O x l e y  i s  b u t  e n u n c i a t i n g  

a  t r u i s m — a  t r u i s m  t o T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  a t  l e a s t , — w h e n  h e  s a y s  
t h a t  “ e s o t e r i c  t r u t h  i s  o n o  a n d  t h e  s a m e  w h e n  d i v e s t e d  
o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  g a r b  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  c l o t h e d . ” I t  i s  f r o m  t h e  
s t a n d - p o i n t  o f  t h i s  e s o t e r i c  t r u t h ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  e x a m i n e d  
t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  e x p l a i n e d  i n  h i s  b o o k ,  a n d  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m e r e  f a n c i e s  a n d  

s p e c u l a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  d o  n o t  h a r m o n i z e  w i t h  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  W is d o m -Re l ig io n  w h i c h ,  i n  m y  h u m b l e  

o p i n i o n ,  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m  

o f  a n c i e n t  A r y a v a r t a  a n d  t h e  p r e - V e d i c  B u d d h i s m  o f  

C e n t r a l  A s i a .  I  s h a l l  n o w  r e q u e s t  m y  r e a d e r s  t o  r e a d  m y  

r e v i e w  o f  “ T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  S p i r i t ” i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  a r t i c l e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f u l l y  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h o  
r e l e v a n c y  o f  M r .  O x l e y ’s  a r g u m e n t s .

I  s t a t e d  i n  i n y  r e v i e w  t h a t  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  facts of history 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  M a h a b h a r a t a ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a n y  n e e d  f o r  
V y a s a ’s  “ i n t e r i o r s  b e i n g  o p e n e d , ” a n d  t h a t  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  
p h i l o s o p h y  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e i i i ; t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  

a n y  t h i n g  l i k e  a  s p e c i a l  r e v e l a t i o n  b y  a n g e l s  l i k e  B u s i r i s .  
T h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  o b j e c t s  t o  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t w o  
r e a s o n s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s  —

I . —  Vedic a l l e g o r i e s  h a v e  a b o u t  a s  m u c h  l i t e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
t r u t h  i n  t h e m  a s  t h e  H e b r a i c  a l l e g o r i e s ,  & c . ,

T h e r e f o r e ,  Mahabharata d o e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  a n y  facte of 
history. It i s  h a r d l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  

fallacy and worthlessness pf such an argument. Argument



N o .  I I .  i s  f t i l l  m o r e  r i d i c u l o u s ;  w h e n  s t a t e d  i n  p l a i n  
l a n g u a g e ,  i t  s t a n d s  t h u s :—

O r t h o d o x y  i n s i s t s  o n  a  l i t e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s u c h  
b o o k s  a s  M a h a b h a r a t a ,

M r .  O x l e y  i s  n o t  f a v o u r a b l y  d i s p o s e d  t o w a i ’d s  “  O r t h o 

d o x y , ”

A n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w s  t h a t  M a h a b h a r a t a  
c o n t a i n s  n o  f a c t s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t h a t  V y a s a ’s  “ i n t e r i o r s  

w o r e  o p e n e d ” t o  l e t  in  l i g h t  f r o m  B u s i r i s .

H a v i n g  u r g e d  t h e s e  t w o  u s e l e s s  a r g u m e n t s  i n  d e f e n c e  o f  

B u s i r i s ,  t h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  p r o c e e d s  t o  n o t i c e  t h e  sixteen 
states m e n t i o n e d  i n  m y  r e v i e w ,  a f t e r  g i v i n g  m e  d u e  w a r n i n g ,  
t h a t  I  s h o u l d  m e e t  h i m  a s  a  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  a n d  n o t  a s  a n  
o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  a s  h i s  t w e l v e  s t a t e s  a r e  

d u a l i t i e s ,  h e  h a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  s t a t e s  w h e n  I  h a v e  o n l y  
s i x t e e n ,  a n d  t r e a t i n g  t h e s e  l a t t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  o w n  
m e t h o d ,  h e  a s s e r t s  t h a t  E a s t e r n  T h e o s o p h i s t s  h a v e  n o t  g o n e  
b e y o n d  h i s  e i g h t h  s t a g e  o f  a s c e n t .  I f  I  w e r e  t o  t e l l  h i m  in  

r e p l y  t o  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  m y  s t a t e s  a r e  a l s o  d u a l i t i e s ,  
b e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s a y  t h a t  h i s  t w l e v e  s t a t e s  a r e  s o  m a n y  
trinities. A n y h o w ,  M r .  O x l e y ’s  n u m b e r  m u s t  b e  g r e a t e r  

t h a n  m y  n u m b e r ; a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  g r a n d  r e s u l t  t o  b e  
a c h i e v e d  a t  a n y  c o s t .  M r .  O x l e y  w i l l  d o  w e l l  t o  r e m e m b e r  
t h a t  j u s t  a s  a  g e o m e t r i c a l  l i n e  m a y  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  p a r t s  i n  
a n  i n f i n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  w a y s ,  t h i s  l i n e  o f  a s c e n t  m a y  s i m i l a r l y  

b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  a n  i n n u m e r a b l e  n u m b e r  
o f  w a y s .  A n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  v e r y  l a s t  
s t a g e  r e a c h e d  b y  E a s t e r n  a d e p t s  i s  h i g h e r  o r  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  

l a s t  s t a g e  c o n c e i v e d  b y  M r .  O x l e y ,  h e  o u g h t  t o  e x a m i n e  

c a r e f u l l y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  o u r  l a s t  s t a g e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  
m e r e l y  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s t a g e s  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  
a n y  t h i n g  a h o u t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  d i v i s i o n .  I  b e g  t o  s u b m i t  
t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  s t a t e  o r  c o n d i t i o n  b e y o n d  
t h e  S h o d a s a n t h u m  ( s i x t e e n t h  s t a t e )  m e n t i o n e d  i n  m v  
r e v i e w  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  i n c o n c e i v a b l e .  F o r ,  i t  i s  t h e  

T h u r c e y a - k a l a  w h i c h  i s  Nishkala ; i t  i s  t h e  Grand Nothing 
f r o m  w h i c h  i s  e v o l v e d ,  b y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e t e r n a l  
l a w ,  every existence, w h e t h e r  p h y s i c a l ,  a s t r a l ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  ; 
i t  i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  F i n a l  N e g a t i o n — t h e  M a l i a  S u n y a m ,  
t h e  N i r v a n a  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t s .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  llazing 
star i t s e l f ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p e r f c c t  u n c o n s c i o u s 
n e s s  o f  t h e  e n t i t y  t h u s  i n d i c a t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  “ Sun,” 
w h i c h  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  b e y o n d  t h e  s a i d  s t a r .

T h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  n e x t  p o i n t s  o n t  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n n o t  
b e  a n y  d i f f i c u l t y  o r  o b j e c t i o n  “ t o  a c c e p t i n g  a s  a possibility, 
t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  a u t h o r  0/  M a h a b h a r a t a  s h o u l d  p u t  i n ,  n o t  
a n  o b j e c t i v e ,  b u t  a  s u b j e c t i v e ,  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  L o n d o n ,  o r  

e l s e w h e r e ,  i f  he chose so to do." Q u i t e  t r u e  ; b u t  h e  w i l l  

n e v e r  c h o o s e  t o  d o  so. A n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w h e n  s u c h  

s u b j e c t i v e  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  s t a t e d  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  v e r y  
s t r o n g  g r o u n d s  w i l l  b a  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u p p o r t  i t .  S o  f a r  a s
I  c a n  s e e ,  a l l  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s a i d  s t a t e m e n t .  
S u b j e c t i v e  a p p e a r a n j e s  l i k e  t h e s e  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  v e r y  d e c e p 
t i v e .  T h e  m i s c h i e v o u s  p r a n k s  o f  P i s a c h a m s  o r  e l e m e n t a l s  

m a y  b e  o f t e n  m i s t a k e n  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  a p p e a r a n c e s  
o f  s o l a r  a n g e l s  o r  .’i v i n g  a d e p t s .  T h e  a u t h o r ’s  s t a t e m e n t  
a b o u t  t h e  s u p p o s e d  a s t r a l  v i s i t s  o f  “  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  K o o t -  

H o o m i ” i s  n o w  c J n t r a d i c t e d  b y  K o o t - H o o m i ’s  c h e l a  u n d e r  

t h e  o r d e r s  o f  h i )  M a s t e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  B u s i r i s  h a s  n o  
c h e l a  i n  h u m a n f o r m  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  M r .  O x l e y ’s  s t a t e m e n t s .  

B u t  t h e  a c c o u r t  o f  K o o t - H o o m i ’s  v i s i t s  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
s h o w  h o w  v c r 7 e a s i l y  t h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  m a y  b e  d e c e i v e d  
b y  d e v i l s  a n d  e l e m e n t a l s ,  o r  b y  h i s  o w n  u n c o n t r o l l e d  
i m a g i n a t i o n .  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  b e g  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  M r .  O x l e y  t h a t  
i t  m a y  b e  a r g u e d  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  h i s  o w n  m i g h t y  “  l a w  
o f  i n f l u x / ’ t l a t  t h e  P i s a c h a m  o r  e l e m e n t a l ,  w h o m  h e  
m i s t o o k  f o r  V y a s a ,  m i g h t  h a v e  p u t  f o r t h  a  f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t ,  
b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  “ c o n c u r r e n t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a t  
b o t h  e n d s  o ' t h e  l i n e , ”  o r  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n ,  a n d  l a b o u r 
i n g  u n d e r  i s i m i l a r  d i f f i c u l t y  ( f o r  w e  a r e  t o l d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  
t h a t  e v e n  h e  h i g h e s t  D e v a  c a n n o t  t r a n s c e n d  “  t h e  l a w  o f  

c o n d i t i o n s ’), B u s i r i s  m i g h t  h a v e  m i s t a k e n  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  
a i i t h u r  o f  M a h a b h a r a t a ,  h a v i n g  l o s t  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  
w h a t  h e  r e a l l y  w a s  b e f o r e  h e  h a d  p u t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  

a p p e a r a n c e  i n  q u e s t i o n .

T h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  r e m i n d s  m e  t h a t  K r i s h n a  D w y p a -  

y a n a  “ i s  o n l y  t b e  s u p p o s e d  a u t h o r  o f  M a h a b h a r a t a , ” a n d  
c o n f i d e n t l y  a s s e r t s  t h a t  “  n o  m a n  l i v i n g  k n o w s  w h o  w e r e  
t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  H i n d u  s a c r e d  r e c o r d s ,  o r  w h e n  a n d  
w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n  a n d  p u b l i s h e d , ” r e l y i n g  u p o n  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  P r o f e s s o r  M o n i e r  W i l l i a m s ,  w h o  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  
b o o k  o n  “ H i n d u i s m ” t h a t  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  w h o l l y  
d e s t i t u t e  o f  t r u s t w o r t h y  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s .

T h i s  a s s e r t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  B u s i r i s  w a s  t h e  r e a l  
a u t h o r  o f  M a h a b h a r a t a  f o r  t b e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s  :—

I .  W i t h  a l l  d u e  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l e a r n e d  P r o f e s s o r ,  I  
v e n t u r e  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  r e l i e d  u p o n  
i s  n o t  c o r r e c t .  W e  h a v e  g o t  t r u s t w o r t h y  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  
w h i c h  n o  E u r o p e a n  h a s  e v e r  s e e n  ; a n d  w e  h a v e ,  b e s i d e s ,  

t h e  m e a n s  o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  a n y  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  t h a t  m a y  b e  
w a n t e d ,  o r  o f  r e p r o d u c i n g  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  a n y  w o r k  t h a t  

m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  l o s t .  E a s t e r n  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  h a s  g i v e n  
u s  t h e s e  p o w e r s .

I I .  E v e n  i f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  i t  c a n n o t  
r e a s o n a b l y  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h e r e f r o m ,  t h a t ,  w h e n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  

t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  S a n s k r i t  w o r k s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  s a i d  
w o r k s  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  i n  o t h e r  b o o k s ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
a s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  n o  r e l i a n c e  s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  011 s u c h  
s t a t e m e n t s .

I I I .  E v e n  i f  s u c h  i n f e r e n c e  w e r e  p e r m i s s i b l e ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  
c o n t e n d e d ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  r e l i a b l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
e v i d e n c e ,  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  c e r t a i n  S a n s k r i t  
b o o k  i s  n o t  k n o w n ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s u m e d  t o  b o  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n  a n g e l .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i u  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  
b o o k ,  p .  5 1 : — “ B u s i r i s  e x p r e s s l y  d e c l a r e d :  ‘ I  a m  t h e  a u t h o r  
o f  M a h a b h a r a t a ,  a n d  I  c a n  a n s w e r  f o r  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  
o f  t i m e ,  f o r  I  w a s  t h e n  o n  e a r t h ’ ; a n d  h e  g o e s  o n  t o  g i v e  
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  m a n n e r s  
a n d  c u s t o m s  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  h i s  d a y ,  l o n g  a n t e 
c e d e n t  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  c a s t e  w h i c h  n o w  p r e v a i l s  i n  
I n d i a . ” W e  a r e  n o w  i n f o r m e d  b y  M r .  O x l e y  t h a t  t h e  

w o r d s ,  “ l o n g  a n t e c e d e n t  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  c a s t e  w h i c h  

n o w  p r e v a i l s  i n  I n d i a , ” w e r e  n o t  u t t e r e d  b y  B u s i r i s ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n  b y  h i m s e l f .  E v e n  t h e n ,  
B u s i r i s  h a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e 
m e n t .  “  T h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  
m a n n e r s  a n d  c u s t o m s  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  h i s  d a y , ” g i v e n  
b y  B u s i r i s ,  i s  e i t h e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c a s t e  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  o r  i t  i s  n o t .  I f  i t  i s ,  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  s t a t e m e n t  
d o e s  n o t  h a r m o n i z e  w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  B u s i r i s ,  a n d  I  d o  
n o t  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  w i l l  v e n t u r e  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  a n  a n g e l .  I  s h o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s s u m e  
t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t  g i v e n  b y  B u s i r i s  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c a s t e  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  a p p e a r e d  i n  h u m a n  
f o r m .  .

I f  s o ,  t h e  a c c o u n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  f l a t l y  c o n t r a d i c t s  a l l  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t s  i n  M a h a b a h r a t a  i t s e l f ,  w h i c h  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  
o f  c a s t e  ( s e e  S a n t i p a r v a m  a n d  A n n s a s a n i k a p a r v a m ) .  T h e  

a u t h o r ’s  q u o t a t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  W i l l i a m s ’ o p i n i o n  r e g a r d 
i n g  P u r u s h a  S u k t a  d o e s  n o t  s h o w  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  
f o r m  a  p o r t i o n  o f  R i g - V e d a ,  a n d  n o  r e a s o n s  a r e  g i v e n  f o r  
h o l d i n g  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  c a s t e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  B h a g a v a t -  

G i t a  i s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  s p e a k i n g  a  s y s t e m  o f  c a s t e .  A n d  h e r e  
a g a i n  t h e  a u t h o r  t h i n k s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n d e m n  o r t h o d o x  
B r a m h i n i s m  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e n f o r c i n g  h i s  a r g u m e n t s .  
I f  t h e  a u t h o r  r e a l l y  t h i n k s  t h a t  h e  w i l l  g a i n  h i s  c a u s e  b y  
a b u s i n g  “  o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m , ”  h e  i s  e n t i r e l y  m i s t a k e n .

A f t e r  g i v i n g  u s  a  b r i e f  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h o  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  d o w n f a l l  o f  
o r t h o d o x  B r a m h i n i s m ,  t h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  i n f o r m s  h i s  
r e a d e r s  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  n o t  t o  n o t i c e  w h a t  i n  h i s  
o p i n i o n  m i g h t  b e  u r g e d  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  m y  c r i t i c i s m s  a r e  

f r o m  a  m i s t a k e n  s t a n d - p o i n t .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  
a c t e d  v e r y  p r u d e n t l y  i n  m a k i n g  t h i s  d e c l a r a t i o n ;  a n y  
a t t e m p t  o n  h i s  p a r t  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  m a i n  a r g u m e n t s  u r g e d  
b y  m e  w o u l d  h a v e  e n d e d  i n  a  d i s a s t r o u s  f a i l u r e .

I t  i s  a l w a y s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a  f o r e i g n e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  
r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  o u r  P u r a n a s ,  
e v e n  w h e n  h e  d e v o t e s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  t i m e  
a n d  e n e r g y  t o  t^he s t u d y  o f  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  t h e  r e a l



s e c r e t s  o f  E a s t e r n  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e  c a n  o n l y  L e  r e v e a l e d  b y  

a n  INITIATE. S o  l o n g  a s  E u r o p e a n s  t r e a t  t l i e  o p i n i o n s  o f  
H i n d u s  w i t h  c o n t e m p t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  o n r  r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  o w n  f a n c i e s ,  t h e  s u b l i m e  t r u t h s  c o n t a i n e d  
t h e r e i n  w i l l  n o t  b e  d i s c l o s e d  t o  W e s t e r n  n a t i o n s .  M r .  
O x l e y  e v i d e n t l y  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  i n i t i a t e  i n  I n d i a ,  
w h o  c a n  i n t e r p r e t  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s  p r o p e r l y ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h o  r e a l  k e y  t o  e s o t e r i c  H i n d u i s m  i s  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n .  
I t  i s  s u c h  u n r e a s o n a b l e  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  h a s  h i t h e r t o  
p r e v e n t e d  s o  m a n y  E u r o p e a n  e n q u i r e r s  f r o m  a s c e r t a i n i n g  

t h e  r e a l  t r u t h  a b o u t  o u r  a n c i c n t  r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s .
M r .  O x l e y  m e a n s  t o  a s s u m e  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  i m p o r t 

a n c e  b y  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s t o u n d i n g  a s s e r t i o n .  
H e  s a y s  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e : — “  W h a t ,  i f  I  s t a t e  t o  m y  r e v i e w e r  

t h a t  p e r c h a n c e — f o l l o w i n g  t h e  h i n t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  o f  
S w e d e n b o r g — I  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r s  m a y  h a v e  p e n e t r a t e d  
i n t o  t h a t  s a c r e d  r e g i o n  ( C e n t r a l  A s i a )  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h o  
‘ L o s t  W o r d ’ ” !

I f  1 h a d  n o t  s e e n  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  b o o k  a n d  h i s  a r t i c l e s  
i n  t h e  THEOSOPHIST, I  w o u l d  h a v e  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  s a y i n g  
a n y  t h i n g  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  n o  m a n ’s  s t a t e m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s u m e d  t o  b e  f a l s e ,  
u n l e s s  i t  i s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  s o .  B u t  f r o m  t h o  f o l l o w i n g  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  I  c a n n o t  h e l p  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  k n o w s  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  “ L o s t  W o r d . ”

( 1. )  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  i t  a r e  n o t  i g n o r a n t  
o f  t h e  “  a r t  o f  d o m i n a t i n g  o v e r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  f o r c e s  o f  
N a t u r e . ”  T h e  a u t h o r  c o n f e s s e s  t h a t  h o  a n d  h i s  a s s o 
c i a t e s  a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  s a i d  a r t .

( 2 . )  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  M i g h t y  L a w  

e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  “  L o s t  W o r d ” w i l l  n e v e r  a f f i r m  t h a t  t h e  
“  I n f i n i t e  M o n a d  r e c e i v e s  a n  i n f l u x  o f  e n e r g y  f r o m  t h e  
P l a n e t a r y  S p i r i t s ” a s  s t a t e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r .

( 3 . )  T h e  a u t h o r ’s  a s s e r t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f l o w  o f  e n e r g y  

f r o m  s o l a r  a n g e l s  s h o w s  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
t h e  r e a l  s o u r c e  o f  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y  i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  N a m e .

H e r e  e n d s  M r .  O x l e y ’s  r e p l y  t o  m y  c r i t i c i s m s .  H e  
t h e n  p r o c e e d s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  H i e r o s o p h y .  I  
s h a l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  t h e o r i e s  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  w h i c h  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  
TuuosoriusT.

(To be continued.)

T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  T H E  AVESTA.

BY A PARSI F.T.S.

I t  i s  n o w  n e a r l y  f o u r  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  

h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  a m o n g s t  u s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  s h o r t  
p e r i o d  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  l e c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d  b y  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  T n d i a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  B o m 
b a y .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  r e v e a l  a  s p i r i t  a k i n  t o  t h a t  
w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  o l d e r  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  V e d i c  a n d  t h e  Z c n d i c .  L e a v i n g  a s i d e  t h e  
f o r m e r ,  I  w i s h  t o  p o i n t  o u t .  b y  a n  i n s t a n c e  o r  t w o ,  t h e  
s i m i l a r i t y  a n d  c l o s e  r e s e m b l a n c e  w h i c h  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  
t h e  o l d  Z e n d i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o w  p r e s e r v e d ,  

a p p e a r  t o  b e a r  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y  a s  c o n v e v e d  t o  u s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  l e c t u r e s  a n d  t h e i r  

c h i e f  o r g a n ,  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t .
O f  c o u r s e ,  a  s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  Arm!a w o u l d  s e e  a t  a  g l a n c e  

h o w  e v e r y  p r e c e p t  a n d  d o g m a  t a u g h t  i n  t h e s e  s a c r e d  s c r i p 
t u r e s  a r e  c o r r o b o r a t e d ,  n a y ,  r e f l e c t e d  n s  i t  w e r e ,  i n  i h e  
p a m p h l e t s  w h i c h  a r e  s o  e x t e n s i v e l y  p u b l i s h e d  a n d  c i r c u l a t e d  
b y  t h e  S o c i e t y .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  a n y  o r d i n a r y  P a r s i ,  
w h i l e  r e c i t i n g  h i s  d a i l y  Niyashes, Gehs a n d  Yashts, p r o v i d e d  
l i e  y i e l d s  t o  t h e  c u r i o s i t y  o f  l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  m e a n i n g s  o f  
w h a t  h e  r e c i t e s ,  w i l l  a l s o ,  o n l y  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  e x e r t i o n ,  

p e r c e i v e  h o w  t h e  s a m e  i d e a s ,  o n l y  c l o t h e d  i u  a  m o r e  
i n t e l l i g i b l e  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  g a r b ,  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e s e  
p a m p h l e t s .  M y  o n l y  o b i e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  i s  
t o  g i v e  t h o s e ,  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  o l d  
Z e n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s h a r i n g  i n  t h e  p l e a s u r e  
w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  m y  l o t  t o  e n j o y  a l m o s t  a c c i d e n t a l l y .

T h e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p a m p h l e t  c a l l e d  “ F r a g 
m e n t s  o f  O c c u l t  T r u t h ”  i s  b e f o r e  m e  ; a n d  a t  p a g e  f i f t h ,  I  

f i n d  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t l i e  s e v e r a l  c o m p o u n d  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  
g o  t o  f o r m  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  o c c u l t  d o c t r i n e )  

m a n . B y  q u i t e  a  f o r t u i t o u s  c o i n c i d e n c e  I  a m  i n f o r m e d  
t h a t  a  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  s i m i l a r  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t ,  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h o  
5 4 t h  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  Yasnn, o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  a u t h e n t i c  
a n c i e n t  b o o k s  o f  t h e  M a z d i a s n a n  r e l i g i o n .  I n  s e a r c h i n g  

f o r  i t  (u s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  b e i n g  q u i t e  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  I  h a d  t o ) ,  w h a t  d o  I. f in d  b u t  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  
p a r a g r a p h  g i v e s  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n e  c a n  r e q u i r e  t o  

c o n v i n c e  h i m  t h a t  AveMa, T h e o s o p h y ,  O c c u l t i s m ,  E s o t e r i c  
P h i l o s o p h y ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  e l s e  i t  m a y  b e  c a l l e d ,  a r e  i d e n t i c a l .  
I n d e e d ,  a s  a  M a z d i a s n i a n ,  I  f e l t  q n i t o  a s h a m e d  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  

s u c h  u n d e n i a b l e  a n d  u n m i s t a k a b l e  e v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  t h e f t ’ 
e y e s ,  t h e  Z o r o a s t r i a n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  s h o u l d  n o t  a v a i l  
t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h o  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d  o f  t h r o w i n g  l i g h t  
u p o n  t h e i r  n o w  e n t i r e l y  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  
s c r i p t u r e s  b y  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e ,  o f  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  B e  i t  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  
S o c i e t y  d o e s  n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  o f f e r  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  a n d  
C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,  a s  t h e  A l p h a  a n d  O m e g a  o f  i t s  r e s e a r c h e s .  
I f  Z e n d  s c h o l a r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  o f  A v e s t a  w o u l d  o n l y  c a r e  
t o  s t u d y  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e y  w o u l d ,  p e r h a p s ,  
f i n d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e m ,  m e n  w h o  a r c  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
r i g h t  a n d  o n l y  k e y  t o  t h e  t r u e  e s o t e r i c  w i s d o m ; m e n ,  w h o  
w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  g u i d e  a n d  h e l p  t h e m  t o  r e a c h  t h e  t r u e  
a n d  h i d d e n  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i n g  
l i n k s  t h a t  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  s u c h  p a i n f u l  g a p s  a s  t o  l e a v e  t h o  
m e a n i n g  m e a n i n g l e s s ,  a n d  t o  c r e a t e  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  
p e r p l e x e d  s t u d e n t  d o u b t s  t h a t  h a v e  f i n a l l y  t o  c u l m i n a t e  
i n  a  t h o r o u g h  u n b e l i e f  i n  h i s  o w n  r e l i g i o n .  W h o  k n o w s  b u t  

t h e y  m a y  f i n d  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  w h o ,  a l o o f  
f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ,  h a v e  t o  t h i s  d a y  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  g l o r i o u s  
t r u t h s  o f  t h e i r  o n c e  m i g h t y  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  w h o ,  h i d d e n  
i n  t h e  r e c e s s e s  o f  s o l i t a r y  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  u n k n o w n  s i l e n t  
c a v e s ,  a r e  s t i l l  in  p o s s e s s i o n  of ,  a n d  e x e r c i s i n g  m i g h t y  p o w e r s ,  
t h e  h e i r l o o m  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  Magi. T h a t  t h e  Mobeds w e r o  
Yogis, a n d  t h a t  t h e y  t o o  h a d  o n c e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  m a k i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  v i s i b l e a t  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  t h o u g h  

t h e  l a t t e r  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  a p a r t ,  i s  s o m e 
t h i n g ,  w c  a r o  t o l d ,  i n  o u r  s c r i p t u r e s ; a s  a l s o  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u l d  h e a l  t h e  s i c k  a n d  w o r k  t h a t  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o w  
a p p e a r  t o  u s  m i r a c u l o u s .  A l l  t h i s  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  facts 
b u t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  b a c k ,  n s  a n y  r e a d e r  o f  o l d  b o o k s  

( m o s t l y  P e r s i a n )  k n o w s  w e l l  a n d  w i l l  n o t  d i s b e l i e v e  

a priori u n l e s s  h i s  m i n d  i s  i r r e t r i e v a b l y  b i a s s e d  b y  m o d e r n  

s e c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  jibbed a n d  E m p e r o r  

A k b a r  a n d  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ’s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  i s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  s o  

w e l l  k n o w n  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  n o  m o r e  p r o o f s  a t  t h i s  l a t e  h o u r .

B u t  a s  t h e  m o d e r n  P a r s i  w i l l  n e v e r  f a i l  t o  a s k  f o r  a  

c o r r o b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  b e f o r e  w c  i n s i s t  u p o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  

w e  h a v e  t o  s h o w  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  c a u s e s  

t h a t  u n d e r l i e  s u c h  p h e n o m e n a l  p o w e r s  i n  m a n ,  c a l l e d  i n  

o u r  d a y s — jugglery, I  w i l l  f i r s t  o f  a l l  q u o t e  s i d e  b y  s i d e  t h e  

t w o  p a s s a g e s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s e p t e n a r y  » a t u r e  o f  m a n  a s  I  

f i n d  t h e m  i n  o u r  s c r i p t u r e s  a n d  t h e  F ra g m en ts.

Sub-d iv is ions o f  se p te n a ry  m an  S u b -d iv is io n  o f  septennry
accord ing  to the  Occult is ts .  m an  nccordins t.n Yasna

(chap .  54, para. 1).
3

1 . T lie  P h y s ica l  hody, com - 1. T anbas— i.e., b o d y
posed wholly  n f  m u t te r  in its  ( th e  sel f )  flint consis ts  o f
g rosses t  auil m os t  tang ib le  form, bones ( 4 ) — yosses t  form of

m utter .

2 . T h e  V i ta l  p r in c ip le — (or  
J iv - a tm a ).—  n form  o f  force, 
in d es tru c t ib le  and when  d iscon
n ec ted  witli  one se t  o f  atoms, 
becom ing  a t t r a c te d  im m edia te ly  
b y  o thers .

2 . Ushtan (t.— V ita l  hea t  
(o r  force).
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3.  Keherptts— A iir ia l  form ,  

t l i e  n i r y  m o u l d ,  ( P r . )  Kalcb.

4 .  Tevl'ltis— W i l l ,  o r  
w h e r e  s e n t i e n t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
i s  f i n n e d ,  a l s o  f o r e - k n o w l e d g e .

8
it. Baodhas ( i n  S a n s k r i t  

Boodlii)— B o d y  o f  p h y s i c a l  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  p e r c e p t i o n  b y  
tliQ s e n s e s  o r  t h e  a n i m a l  s o u l .

<)
6. TTrvanem ( P r Bawaii) 

•— S o u l ,  t h a t  w h i c h  g e t s  i t s  
r e w a r d  o r  p u n i s h m e n t  a f t e r  
d e a th .

10
7.  Frarashemor Farohttr 

—  S p i r i t  ( t h e  g u i d i n g  e n e r g y ,  
w h i c h  i.s w i t h  e v e r y  m a n ,
i s  a b s o l u t e l y  in d i 'p e n d e i i t ,  an d ,  
w i t h o u t  m i x i n g  w i t h  a n y  
w o r l d l y  o b j i e t ,  l e a d s  m a n
lo  j iood .  Th<; s p a r k  o f
d i v i n i t y  in  e v e r y  b e i n g ) .

T h e  a b o v e  i s  g i v e n  i n  t l i e  Avesta a.s f o l l o w s  :—

A v e s t a .
i 2 3 4 r>

G 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 ' IU  17

£ l* !  * V n i < * * U
18 19

TRANSLATION.
12 13 15 14

W e  d e c l a r e  a n i l  p o s i t i v e l y  m a k e  k n o w n  t h i s  ( t h a t )  w e
11 i  2 3

o f f e r  ( o u r )  e n t i r e  p r o p e r t y  ( w h i c h  i s )  t h e  b o d y  ( t h o  self
4  5  (j 7

c o n s i s t i n g  o f )  b o n e s ,  v i t a l  h e a t ,  a i i r i a l  f o r m ,  k n o w l e d g e ,
8 9 . 10 17

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s o u l  a n d  s p i r i t  t o  t h e  p r o s p e i o u s ,
- 18 19 10

t r u t h - c o h e r e n t  ( a n d )  p u r e  G a t h a s  ( p r a y e r s ) .

T h e  o r d i n a r y  G u j a r a t h i  t r a n s l a t i o n  d i f f e r s  f r o m  S p i e g e l ’s,  
a n d  t h i s  h i t t e r  d i f f e r s  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  i r o m  w h a t  i s  h e r e  
g i v e n .  Y e t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e  n o  a d d i t i o n  t o ,  o r  o m i s s i o n  f r o m ,  t l i e  o r i g i n a l  w o r d 
i n g  o f  t h o  Z e n d  t e x t .  T l i e  g r a m m a t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a l s o  

h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n t a c t .  T h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
b e t w e e n  t h e  c u r r e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  o n e  h e r o  
g i v e n  i s  t h a t  ours i s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  m o d e r n  
c o r r e c t i o n s  o f  p h i l o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  w h i c h  m a k e  i t  m o r e  
i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  a n d  t h e  i d e a  p e r f e c t ' y  c l e a r  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .

T h e  w o r d s  ( 3 ) ,  ( 4 )  a n d  ( 5 )  n e e d  n o  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  
T h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p u r e l y  p h y s i c a l  p a r t  o f  m a n  : m a t t e r  
a n d  t h a t  f o r c e  w h i c h  k e e p s  t h i s  m a t t e r  i n  c o h e s i o n  f o r  a  
f i x e d  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  T h e  s i x t h  w o r d  a l s o  l i a s  c o m e  d o w n  t o  
u s  w i t h o u t  u n d e r g o i n g  a n y  c h a n g e  i n  t h o  m e a n i n g .  I t.  s  
t h e  m o d e r n  P e r s i a n  w o r d  kaleb, w h i c h  m e a n s  a  m o u l d ,  a  
s h a p e  i n t o  w h i c h  a  t h i n g  i s  c a s t ,  t o  t a k e  a  c e r t a i n  i o r m  
a n d  f e a t u r e s .  T h e  n e x t  w o r d ,  t h e  s e v e n t h ,  i s  o n e  a b o u t  
w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n .  I t  i s  b y  s o m o  
c a l l e d  s t r e n g t h ,  d u r a b i l i t y ,  i.e., t h a t  p o w e r  w h i c h  g i v e s

3. T h e  A s t r a l  b o d y  (Linga- 
sharira\ c o m p o s e d  o f  h i g h l y  
e th c r ia l iz ed  m u t t e r  ; i n  i t s  
liubitual p a s s i v e s t a t o ,  t h e  perfect ,  
but v e r y  s h a d o w y  d u p l i c a t e  o f  
tli e  b o d y  ; i l s  a c t i v i t y ,  c o n s o l i 
da t ion  an d  fo r m  d e p e n d i n g  
e n t i r e ly  on  th e  Knma rupn.

4 .  T l i e  A s t r a l  s h a p e  (Kama-
r i t p t i )  or  b o d y  o f  d e s i r e ,  a p r i n 
c ip l e  d e f in in g  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
o f --------

5 .  T h o  n n im n l  o r  p h y s i c a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  
E g o ,  a n a l o g o u s  to ,  t h o u g h  p r o 
p o r t io n a l ly  h i g h e r  iu d e g r e e  t h a n  
t h e  r e a s o n ,  i n s t i n c t ,  m e m o r y ,  
im a g i n a t io n ,  A c . ,  e x i s t i n g  iu  th e  
h i g h e r  a n i m a l s .

6. T h e  H  i g h e r  or  S p i r i t u a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  or  
s p ir i tu a l  E g o ,  in w h i c h  m a i n l y  
r es id e s  th e  s e n s e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
in th a  p e r f e c t  m a n ,  t h o u g h  t h e  
lo w e r  d i m m e r  a n im a l  c o n s c i o u s 
ness  c o - e x i s t s  in N o .  5 .

7 .  T h e  S p i r i t — a n  e m a n a t i o n  
from  th e  a b s o l u t e  ; u n c r e a t e d  ; 
e te rn a l  ; a  s t a t e  r a t h e r  th a n  u 
b e in g .

t e n a c i t y  t o  a n d  s u s t a i n s  t h e  n e r v e s .  O t h e r s  e x p l a i n  i t  a s  

t h a t  q u a l i t y  i n  a  m a n  o f  r a n k  a n d  p o s i t i o n  w d i ic l i  m a k e s  
h i m  p e r c e i v e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c u r t a i n  e v e n t s  ( c a u s e s ) ,  a n d  
t h u s  h e l p s  h i m  i n  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  t o  m e e t  t h e m .  T h i s  
m e a n i n g  is  s u g g e s t i v e ,  t h o u g h  w e  t r a n s l a t e  i t  a s  k n o w l e d g e  
o r  f o r e - k n o w l e d g e  r a t h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i d e n c e .  
T h e  e i g h t h  w o r d  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r .  T h a t  i n w a r d  f e e l i n g  w h i c h  
t o l l s  a  m a n  t h a t ,  h e  k n o w s  t h i s  o r  t h a t ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  o r  c a n  d o  
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s — i s  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  I t  i s  t h e  

i n n e r  c o n v i c t i o n ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  i t s  p o s s e s s i o n .  T h e  n i n t h  
w o r d  i s  a g a i n  o n e  w h i c h  l i a s  r e t a i n e d  i t s  m e a n i n g  a n d  h a s  
b e t ' i i  i n  u s e  u p  t o  t l i e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  T h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  a t  

o n c e  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r d  
Hawaii. I t  i.s ( m e t a p h o r i c a l l y )  t h e  k i n g ,  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  
m o t o r  o r  a g e n t  in  m a n .  I t  i s  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  a n d  i s  b e n e f i t t c d  o r  i n j u r e d  b y  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
a t t r i b u t e s .  W o  s a y  d e p e n d s  u p o n ,  b e c a u s e  i t s  p r o g r e s s  
e n t i r e l y  c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h o s e  a t t r i b u t e s .  
I f  t h e y  a r e  n e g l e c t e d ,  i t  b e c o m e s  w e a k  a n d  d e g e n e r a t i n g ,  
a n d  d i s a p p e a r s .  I f  t h e y  a s c e n d  o n  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  
s c a l e ,  i t  g a i n s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  v i g o u r  a n d  b e c o m e s  m o r o  

b l e n d e d  t h a n  e v e r  t o  t l i e D i v i n c  E s s e n c e — t h e  s e v e n t h  p r i n 
c i p l e .  B u t  h o w  d o c s  i t  I j c e o n i e  a t t r a c t e d  t o w a r d  i t s  

m o n a d ?  T h e  t e n t h  w 'ord  a n s w ' e r s  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  D i v i n e  e s s e n c e  i n  m a n .  B u t  t h i s  i s  o n l y  t h e  i r r e 
s p o n s i b l e  m i n i s t e r  ( t h i s  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  m e t a p h o r ) .  T h e  
r e a l  m a s t e r  i s  t h e  k i n g ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s o u l .  I t  m u s t  h a v e  
t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  a n d  p o w e r  t o  s e e  a n d  f o l l o w  t h e  c o u r s e  

p o i n t e d  o u t  b y  t h e  p u r e  s p i r i t .  T h e  v i z i r ’s  b u s i n e s s  
i s  o n l y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  p o i n t  o l  a t t r a c t i o n ,  t o w a r d s  w h i c h  
t h e  k i n g  s h o u l d  t u r n .  I t  i s  f o r  t h e  k i n g  t o  s e e  a n d  a c t  

a c c o r d i n g l y  f o r  t h o  g l o r y  o f  h i s  o w n  s e l f .  T h e  m i n i s t e r  
o r  s p i r i t  c a n  n e i t h e r  c o m p e l  n o r  c o n s t r a i n .  I t  i n s p i r e s  
a n d  e l e c t i i f i e s  i n t o  a c t i o n ;  b u t  t o  b e n e f i t  b y  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  
t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  i t ,  i s  le ft ,  t o  t h e  o j i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  s o u l .

I f ,  t h e n ,  t h e  Avcsl'i c o n t a i n s  s u c h  a  p a s s a g e ,  i t  m u s t  
f a i r l y  b e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t ,  i t s  w r i t e r s  k n e w '  t h e  w l i o l o  

d o c t r i n e  c o n c e r n i n g  s p i r i t u a l  m a n .  W e  c a n n o t  s u p p o s e  
t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t ,  M a z d i a s n i a n s ,  t h e  Maiji, w r o t e  t h i s  s h o r t  
p a s s a g e ,  w i t h o u t  i n f e r r i n g  f i o m  i t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  t h o r o u g h l y  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h o  
o c c u l t  t h e o r y  a b o u t  m a n .  A n d  i t  l o o k s  v e r y  s t r a n g e  
i n d e e d ,  t h a t  m o d e r n  T h e o s o p h i s t s  s h o u l d  n o w  p r e a c h  t o  u s  

t h e  v e r y  s a m e  d o c t r i n e s  t h a t  'Hittat h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  a u d  
t a u g h t  t h o u s a n d : ;  o f  y e a r s  a g o  b y  t h o  M a z d i a s n i a n s , — t h o  
p a s s a g e  i s  q u o t e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t l i e i r  o l d e s t  w r i t i n g s .  
A n d  s i n c e  t h e y  p r o p o u n d  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  i d e a s ,  t h e  
m e a n i n g  o f  w h i c h  l i a s  w e l l  n i g h  b e e n  l o s t , e v e n  t o  o u r  m o s t  
l e a r n e d  M o b e d s ,  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  b e  c r e d i t e d  a t  l e a s t  w i t h  
s o m e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e  k e y  t o  w h i c h  h a s  
b e e n  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e m ,  a n d  l o s t  t o  u s ,  a n d  w l i i c h  o p e n s  t h e  
d o o r  t o  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h o s e  h i t h e r t o  i n e x p l i c a b l e  
s e n t e n c e s  a n d  d o c t r i n e s  in  o u r  o l d  w r i t i n g s ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  
w c  a r e  s t i l l ,  a n d  w i l l  g o  o n ,  g r o p i n g  i n  t h o  d a r k ,  u n l e s s  w e  
l i s t e n  t o  w h a t ,  t h e y  h a v e  t o  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  t h e m .

T o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  i s  n o t  a  s o l i t a r y  i n s t a n c e ,  b u t  
t h a t  t h e  A v e s t a  c o n t a i n s  t h i s  i d e a  in  m a n y  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
f w i l l  g i v e  a n o t h e r  p a r a ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s a m e  d o c t r i n e  

t h o u g h  in  a  m o r e  c o n d e n s e d  f o r m  t h a n  t h e  o n e  j u s t  g i v e n .  
L e t  t h e  P a r s i  r e a d e r  t u r n  t o  Yasna, c h a p t e r  2(3, a n d  r e a d  
t h e  G th  p a r a ,  w h i c h  r u n s  a s  f o l l o w s  :—

I 2  3  4  5  tf

Ih
7  8 1) 10 11

^ 1^:4
1 2  1 3  14  1 5  1 0  1 7

( S q i ^ a t  Ij t t - f  - W M * /  ct % ' A .
1 4  9  1 0  I I  1 2

W e  p r a i s e  t h e  l i f e ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s o u l  a n d  
1 3  1 2  3  5  4  '

s p i r i t  o f t l i e  f i r s t  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  h e a r e r s  a n d  t e a c h e r s
7  8 1 5

( l e a r n e r s ) ,  t h e  h o l y  m e n  a n d  h o l y  w o m e n  w h o  w e r e  t h e
1 7  1 0  0

p r o t e c t o r s  o f  p u r i t y  h e r e  ( i n  t h i s  w o r l d ) ,



H e r e  t h e  w h o l e  m a n  i s  s p o k e n  o f  a s  c o m p o s e d  o f  f i v e  
p a r t s ,  a s  u n d e r  :—

9
1. A/ntm  — E xis tence ,  

L i f e .  I f  includes

10

2 . D a cn a m — K  n o w- 
lodge.

11
:i. Bctodhas— C o n s c i 

o u s n e s s .

12
4. V rw ancm ■— Soul.

13

is T h e  physical  body. 
T h e  vifnl P r in c ip le .  
T h e  A s tra l  Body.

4. T h e  A s tra l  sh a p e  or body 
o f  desire.

f>. T h e  A n im a l  o r  physical  
in te l l ig e n ce  o r  consc ious
ness o r  E g o .

C. T h e  H i g h e r  o r  S p ir i tua l  
in te l l ig en ce  o r  conscious
ness, o r  S p i r i tu a l  Ego .

r>. Frawas/iem— S p i r i t  7. T h e  Sp ir i t .

I n  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h e  f i r s t  t r i p l e  g r o u p ,  viz. t h e  b o n e s  

f o r  t h e  c r o s s  m a t t e r ) ,  t l i o  v i t a l  f o r c e  w h i c h  k e e p s  t h e m  
t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  e t h e r i a l  b o d y  a r e  i n c l u d e d  in  o n e  a n d  

c a l l e d  E x i s t e n c e ,  L i f e . T h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  
fourth p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  s e p t e n a r y  m a n ,  a s  d e n o t i n g  t h e  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o r  d e s i r e s . *  T h e n  t h e  
t h r e e ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  ( o r  a n i m a l  s o u l ) ,  ( s p i r i t u a l )  s o u l  
a n d  t h e  p u r e  S p i r i t  a r c  t h e  s a m e  a s  i u  t h o  f i r s t  
q u o t e d  p a s s a g e .  W h y  a r e  t h e s e  f o u r  m e n t i o n e d  a s  d i s t i n c t  

f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  n o t  c o n s o l i d a t e d  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  ? 
T h e  s a c r e d  w r i t i n g s  e x p l a i n  t h i s  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  o n  d e a t h  t h e  

f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  f i v e  p a r t s  d i s a p p e a r s  n n d  p e r i s h e s  s o o n e r  

o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  e a r t h ’s  a t m o s p h e r e .  T h e  g r o s s  e l e m e n t a r y  

m a t t e r  ( t h o  s h e l l )  h a s  t o  r u n  w i t h i n  t h o  e a r t h ’s  a t t r a c t i o n ;  
s o  t h e  Ahum s e p a r a t e s  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e r  p o r t i o n s  a n d  i s  l o s t .  
T h e  s e c o n d  (i.e., t h e  fourth o f  t h e  s e p t e n a r y  g r o u p )  

r e m a i n s ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s e u l .  I t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
h o l d  i t s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  v a s t  s t o r e h o u s e  o f t h e  u n i v e r s e .  A n d  

i t  i s  t h i s  s e c o n d  D a w  am w h i c h  s t a n d s  b e f o r e  t h e  ( s p i r i t u a l )  
s o u l  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a b e a u t i f u l  m a i d e n  o r  a n  n g l y  l i n g . -]* 
T h a t  w h i c h  b r i n g s  t h i s  Daev am w i t h i n  t h e  s i p h t  o f  t b e  
( s p i r i t u a l )  s o u l  i s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t  (i.e. t h e  fifth  o f  t h e  
s e p t e n a r y  g r o u p ) ,  t h e  Baodhas. O r  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  t h e  

( s p i r i t u a l )  s o u l  h a s  w i t h  i t  o r  i n  i t ,  t h e  t r u e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
b y  w h i c h  i t  c a n  v i e w  t h e  d e e d s  w h i c h  i t  s u b j e c t e d  i t s e l f  t o ,  
c i t h e r  A c t i v e l y  o r  p a s s i v e l y  d u r i n g  i t s  p h y s i c a l  c a r e e r .  S o  
t h i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h i s  p o w e r  o r  f a c u l t y  w h i c h  b r i n g s  
t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a l w a y s  w i t h ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i s  a  p a r t  
a n d  p a r c e l  o f t h e  s o u l  i t s e l f ;  h e n c e ,  i t s  n o t  m i x i n g  w i t h  
a n y  o t h e r  p a r t ,  a n d  h e n c e  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  a f t e r  t h o  p h y s i c a l  
d e a t h  o f  m a n . j

• Modem science also teaches thnt certain characteristics of features 
indicate tbe possession of certain qualities in ft man. Tbe whnlo science 
of physiognomy is founded on it. One can predict Iho disposition of a 
man from his features, ie . ,  tho features develop in accordance with 
tbe idiosyncrasies, qualities and vice*, knowledge or (ho ignoranco of man.

+ This is ft fundamental dogma of tho Parsi roligion, which I propose to 
treat upon, on some othor occasion,

J  Our Brother has but to look info the oldest sacred books of China— 
nam ely  Tiik Yl King, or Booh o f  Changes (translated by Jmiics Lcgge) 
written 1,200 B. 0., to find that same Septenary division of man mentioned in 
that system of Divination. Zhin<jy which is translated corrcctly enough
* essence ’ is the moro subtle and pnro part of matter—tho grosser form of 
the elementary ether ; K h i—or f spirit’ is tho breath, still material but 
purer than the zhing  and is made of the finer and more active form of other 
In tho h fu n ,  or soul (a n im u s) tho K h i predominates, nnd the zhing ( or z in g )  
in tho pho or animal soul. At death tho hwun for spiritual sonl) wanders 
away, ascending, nnd tho pho (tho root of the Tibetan word Pha-hat,) descends 
and is changed into a ghostly shado fthc S h e l l D r ,  Medhurst thinks that
** tho Kirei Shavsu ('See Theology o f  the Chinese pp. 10-12,) arc “ tho expand* 
ing and contracting principles of human lifo” ! Tho K tc ti Shans are broupht 
About by the dissolution of tho human frame—and consist f tho expanding 
and ascending Shan  which rambles about in space, and of the contracted 
and shrivelled Aim, which reverts to earth nnd nonentity. Therefore, tbe 
JCvei is tho physical body; tho Shan  is the vital principle; tho K ve iS h a n .  
th« linga-sariram, or the vital soul ; Z hing  the 4th principle or Kama fiupa, tho 
cssonce of will ; pho ('the animal soul^ ; K h i tho spiritual soul ; and Hwxtn 

tbe pure spirit—tho seven principles of our occult doctrine!—Ed,

I F y l S  I T ‘‘SPIRITS'’ OR W H A T ?
TiY A  PERTM /EX ED  T IIE O S O P rilS T .

T h e  f a c t s ,  w h i c h  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e ,  h a p p e n e d  a  

s h o r t  t i m e  a g o  i n  o n r  f a m i l y .  A s  I  a m  u n a b l e  t o  a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h e m  m y s e l f ,  a n d  a s  i t  i s  o n l y ,  I  t h i n k ,  e x p l a i n a b l e  o n  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  I  s e n d  t h e m  fo r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  T heosophist , a n d  b e g  t h a t  s o m e  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  
k i n d l y  g i v e n  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e  E d i t o r ' s  N o t e  a s  w a s  o f t e n  

d o n e  b e f o r e  f o r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .
A  n i e c e  o f  m i n e ,  m y  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r ’s  d a u g h t e r ,  w h o s e  

m o t h e r  h a d  d i e d  w h e n  s h e  w a s  o n l y  f o u r  d a y s  o l d ,  w a s  

b r o u g h t  u p  u n t i l  t h e  a g e  o f  f i f t e e n  b y  h e r  g r a n d - p a r e n t s .  
O w i n g  t o  h e r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  a n d  s y m p a t h e t i c  n a t u r e  a n d  
a l s o  t o  h e r  b e i n g  t h e  first,  a n d  o n l y  c h i l d  o f  h e r  m o t h e r  
s h e  w a s  g r e a t l y  b e l o v e d  b y  a l l  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  v e r y  m u c h  
a t t a c h e d  f o  o n e  o f  h e r  m a t e r n a l  a u n t s .  T h i s  y o u n g  g i r l  
w a s  s u d d e n l y  s n a t c h e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  w o r l d ,  h a r d l y  a f t e r  
a  f e w  h o u r s  o f  i l l n e s s ,  011 t h e  2 5 t h  o f  t h e  l a s t  m o n t h .

S o  f a r  b a c k  a s  t h e  n i g h t s  o f  t h e  2 7 t h  a n d  2 8 t h  o f  
F e b r u a r y  l a s t ,  I  h a d  a  p e c u l i a r  d r e a m  w h i c h ,  I  t h i n k ,  i s  i n  

s o m e  w a y  o r  o t h e r  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h e r  d e a t h .  I n  t h o s e  
d a y s  i t  w a s  m y  h a b i t ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  o n  r i s i n g  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g ,  t o  n o t e  d o w n  m y  d r e a m s  a s  m u c h  a s  I  t h e n  
r e m e m b e r e d  t h e m  ; a n d  I  f i n d  t h e  e n t r y  o f  t h a t  m o r n i n g  

i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  :—
“ D r e a m t  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  y o u n g  c h i l d .  K n e w  t h a t  

m o t h e r  w a s  c r y i n g  f o r  i t  ; t h a t  i t  w a s  h e r  y o u n g e s t .  S a w  

f a t h e r  a l s o  s a d . ”
I  p a i d  110 a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  

q u i t e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  d r e a m .  O n l y  l a t e l y  i n  t u r n i n g  o v e r  

t h e  p a g e s  o f  t h e  b o o k  i n  w h i c h  I  n o t e  d o w n  s u c h  t h i n g s  
a s  I  c o n s i d e r  m y s t e r i o u s  a n d  o c c u l t ,  I  c a m e  a c r o s s  t h i s  

e n t r y .
A g a i n ,  t h e  n i g h t  p r e c e d i n g  h e r  d e a t h  ( a t  t h a t  t i m e  s h e  

w a s  w e l l  a n d  h e a r t y )  I  d r e a m t  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  y o u n g  
g i r l  in  m y  f a t h e r ’s  h o u s e  a n d  i n  m y  s i s t e r ’s  b e d - r o o m  ; 
a n d  t h a t  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  s e r v a n t s  h a d  c o m e  t o  s e c  
h e r  a f t e r  t h e  b o d y  n a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t .  T h e  d r e a m  w a s  
r e a l i s e d .  A f t e r  h e r  d e a t h ,  w h e n  I  r e a c h e d  m y  f a t h e r ’s  
h o u s e .  I  s a w  t h e  a b o v e  s c c n e  a s  d e s c r i b e d .  O n  t h e  n i g h t  
f o l l o w i n g ,  a b o u t  4  a . m . ,  I h a d  a  m o s t  m y s t e r i o u s  d r e a m  
i n  w h i c h  m y  l a t e  n i e c e  a n d  m y  y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r  a t  N a i n i -  

T a l  w e r e  c h i e f l y  c o n c e r n e d .  B u t  b e f o r e  t h e  d r e a m  w a s  

c o m p l e t e d  I  w a s  a r o u s e d  b y  a  t e l e g r a m .  I t  w a s  f r o m  m y  
f a t h e r ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  m y  n i e c e  w a s  v e r y  i l l  a n d  a s k i n g  m e  
t o  c o m o .  I n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  w a k i n g  u p  I  f o r g o t  t h i s  
d r e a m  a l t o g e t h e r .  M y  s i s t e r s  h a d  b e e n  d r e a m i n g ,  i n  t h e i r  
t u r n ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  d e c e a s e d  n i e c e ,  o n  
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  ; o f  s e e i n g  h e r  o f f  t o  E n g l a n d —  

a l s o  o f  s e e i n g  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  t w o  h e a l t h y  a n d  o n e  s i c k l y  
i n f a n t ,  t h e n  t w o  h e a l t h y  g i r l s  a n d  a  s i c k l y  b o y ,  a n d  t h e n  
s e e i n g  m o  a p p e a r  a n d  t e l l i n g  t h e m  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e i r  

d r e a m ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  f o r g o t  u p o n  
a ’v a k e n i n g .  B e s i d e s  h a v i n g  c o n t i n u a l l y  s u c h  b a d  d r e a m s ,  

t h e y  h a d  a  f e e l i n g  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  s a d n e s s ,  a n d  a n  

i n t e n s e  l o n g i n g  o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  e v e n  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  

a n d  o f  g o i n g  a n y w h e r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s t a y  a t  h o m e .  O n e  o f  
m y  b r o t h e r s  a t  A g r a ,  a n d  a  n i e c e  a t  C a l c u t t a ,  h a d  a l s o  

d r e a m s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  b e f o r e  m y  n i e c e ’s  t r a n s l a t i o n .
A l l  t h e s e  f o r e b o d i n g s  c u l m i n a t e d  i u  h e r  d e a t h  a n d  t h a t  

o f  a n o t h e r  y o u n g  g i r l — a  c o u s i n — a f t e r  a  v e r y  s h o r t  i l l n e s s ,  

t h o u g h  b o t h  w e r e  s t r o n g  a n d  h e a l t h y .  A n d  n o w  r e m a i n s  

o n l y  t h e  l i t t l e  s i c k l y  b o y  o f  m y  s i s t e r ’s  d r e a m ,  w h o s e  
f e a t u r e s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  m y  b r o t h e r ’s  y o u n g e s t  
c h i l d .  M y  s i s t e r  s a w  t h e m  d i s t i n c t l y  i n  h e r  d r e a m s .

A b o u t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  m y  n i e c e  w a s  f a l l i n g ,  b e f o r e  d e a t h ,  
i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a  f i g u r e  o f  a  m a n  w a s  s e e n  
b y  m y  s i s t e r s  t o  c r o s s  t h e  d o o r w a y  l e a d i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  
r o o m ,  w h i c h  f i g u r e  m y  s i s t e r s  r e c o g n i s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  a s  
t h a t  o f  a  b r o t h e r  o f  o u r s ,  n o w  d e a d  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s ,  m y  
d y i n g  n i e c e  c a l l i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e :  “ T e l l  s i s t e r ,
I  a m  c o m i n g , ” t h e n  a  l i t t l e  l o u d e r :  “ I  a m  c o m i n g ,  s i s t e r ,  

c o m i n g ;  w a i t  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e . ” *

# Our correspondent does not explain whoso “ sister” was thus addressed. 
Not a sistor of tho dyin*- young lady, since ho tells us that- sbo was 
“  the first and only child of her mothor.”—Ed.



A f t e r  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  a t  a b o u t  1 1  o ’c l o c k  a t  n i g h t ,  I  w a s  

a r o u s e d  b y  i n y  y o u n g e s t  s i s t e r ’s  v o i c e  w h o ,  i e c l i n g  v e r y  
s i c k ,  h a d  c a l l e d  f o r  m e .  S h e  a p p e a r e d  a s  o n e  e n t r a n c e d .  
S h e  a s k e d  m e  t o  h o l d  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  t o  s i t  b y  h e r  b e d - s i d e .  

A b o u t  t h r e e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  f i t  s e e m e d  t o  w e a r  a w a y ,  

a n d  I  w e n t  t o  t a k e  s o m e  r e s t .  B u t  I  c o u l d  n o t  s l e e p .  
T h e r e  w a s  a  s o u n d  i n  m y  r i g h t  e a r  a s  t h o u g h  s o m e  o n e  
w a s  w h i s p e r i n g  o r  m a k i n g '  a n  e f f o r t  t o  s p e a k  t o  m e .  I  
t r i e d  t o  c a t c h  t h e  w o r d s ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g — b u t  
w i t h  n o  e f f e c t .  T h i s  s t a t e  l a s t e d  f o r  a b o u t  t e n  m i n u t e s ,  
p e r h a p s  m o r o .  A t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  m y  o t h e r  s i s t e r  

h e a r d  f o o t - s t e p s  i n  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  r o o m .

O n  I h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t  I  w a s  a g a i n  c a l l e d  a t  a b o u t  I I ,  

a s  a g a i n  m y  s i s t e r  w a s  f e e l i n g  b a d  a n d  h a d  c a l l e d  f o r  i n c .  
M y  m o t h e r  a n d  i n y  o t h e r  s i s t e r  w h o  w e r e  s l e e p i n g  o n  
c o u c h e s  o n  e a c h  s i d e  o f  h e r  b e d ,  w e r e  b o t h  m y s t e r i o u s l y  

a w a k e n e d .  M y  m o t h e r  h e a r d  m y  d e c e a s e d  n i e c e  t o l l i n g  
h e r ,  in  h e r  n a t u r a l  v o i c e ,  t o  t u r n  r o u n d  a n d  s e e  h o w  E l l e n  

. w a s  ; a n d  m y  e l d e r  s i s t e r  w a s  a r o u s e d  b y  s o m e  o n e  c a l l i n g  
h e r  b y  h e r  n a m e .  O n  r i s i n g ,  s h e  s a w  o u r  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  

l o o k i n g  v e r y  s t r a n g e .  S h e  a d d r e s s e d  h e r  b u t  r e c e i v e d  110 
a n s w e r ;  s h o o k  a n d  s p o k e  t o  h e r ,  b u t  t o  n o  p u r p o s e .  T h e  
o n l y  r e p l y  s h e  g o t  w a s  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  t o  c a l l  m e .  W h e n  I  
c a m e ,  s h e  t o l d  m e  t o  c a t c h  h o l d  o f  h e r ,  a n d  t o  t e l l  

“ G r a n n y ” t o  g o  h o m e .  I  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  h e r  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  
s h e  r e m a i n e d  q u i e t ,  b u t  e v i d e n t l y  i n  a  t r a n c e - l i k e  s t a t e ,  
w h i c h  l a s t e d  t i l l  a b o u t  t h r e e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  O n  th a t ,  
n i g h t  a b o u t  2- o 0, m y  n i e c e  w a s  d i s t i n c t l y  s e e n  b y  h e r  
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  s t a n d i n g ,  c l o t h e d  i n  h e r  u s u a l  d r e s s .  T h e  
v i s i o n  w a s  e v a n e s c e n t ,  y e t  s e e n  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  s t a n d i n g  b y  
h i m .  M y  o t h e r  s i s t e r  f e l t  h e r  h a n d s  g e n t l y  s t r o k e d ,  a n d  
s a w  f i r s t  a  b r i g h t  s p e c k  o f  l i g h t  a b o v e  h e r  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e n  
h e r  d e c e a s e d  n i e c e ’s  h a n d  g e n t l y  p l a c e d  o v e r  i t .  W h i l e  I  

w a s  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  1 s a w  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  t h e  b u s t  
o f  m y  s i s t e r ,  w h o  w a s  r e c l i n i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a s  t h o u g h  i n  a  

h a l o  o f  l i g h t .  T h i s  c i r c l e  o f  l i g h t  w o u l d  r e m a i n  f o r  a  s h o r t  
t i m e ,  t h e n  v a n i s h  a w a y ,  t h e n  r e t u r n  a g a i n .  S o m e t i m e s  

t h e  w h o l e  r o o m ,  a t  o t h e r s  o n l y  h a l f  o f  i t ,  w o u l d  b e c o m e  
s u d d e n l y  b r i g h t l y  l i t  u p ,  a s  w i t h  m a n y  l i g h t s .  I  a l s o  s a w  
a  b r i g h t  l i g h t  i u  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  c r o s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  o p e n i n g  
o f  t h e  d o o r  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  r o o m .  A f t e r  l o o k i n g  
a t t e n t i v e l y  a t  i t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  I  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  
r o o m  t o  a s s u r e  m y s e l f  t h a t  t h e  s e r v a n t s  h a d  n o t  l e f t  a  l a m p  

b u r n i n g  i n  i t ,  b u t  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  d a r k n e s s  i n  i t .  M y  
s i s t e r  s a w  a l s o  a  n u m b e r  o f  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  m o v i n g  l i k e  

so m a n y  s p a r k s ,  f r o m  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e .

N e x t  d a y ,  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  o u r  d o c t o r ,  w e  l e f t  t h e  
p l a c e  a n d  c a m e  t o  A l l a h a b a d .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  h e r e ,  
m y  y o u n g e s t  s i s t e r  f e l l  a g a i n  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  h o u r  o f  
e l e v e n  a t  n i g h t ,  i n t o  h e r  u s u a l  t r a n c e — i n  w h i c h  s h e  
c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  a b o u t  t e n  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
d a y .  T h e  e f f e c t s  t h e n  g r a d u a l l y  w o r e  o f f  a n d  n o t h i n g  h a s  

h a p p e n e d  s i n c e .  A b o u t  t h r e e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  s h e  s a i d  
s h e  s a w  h e r  d e c e a s e d  n i e c e  d r e s s e d  u p  i u  l u m i n o u s  

g a r m e n t s  a n d  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  h e r .  I n  t h e  

m o r n i n g  w h e n  s h e  h a d  r e c o v e r e d  i r o m  h e r  t r a n c e - s t a t e ,  
s h e  h a d  a l t o g e t h e r  f o r g o t t e n  i t .

W h a t  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l e a r n  i s — t o  w h a t  c a u s e s  c a n  
s u c h  e f f e c t s  b e  a t t r i b u t e d ,  a n d  i n  w h a t  w a y  c a n  t h e  
p h e n o m e n a  b e  e x p l a i n e d  1 T h e  s i s t e r  w h o  b e c a m e  s u b j e c t  
t o  t r a n c e ,  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  o u r  f a m i l y  w h o  t a u g h t  u s  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  W lL L -F O J tC E ,  a b o u t  w h i c h  I  h a d  s p o k e n  t o  
C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,  w h e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  w a s  h e r e  l a s t .

A l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  a r e — f a c t s  w i t h o u t  a n y  e x a g g e r a t i o n  
o r  c u r t a i l i n g ,  a s  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  i n  i t ,  t o  
w h o m  I  h a v e  r e a d  i t .  A n y  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  
g i v e ,  w i l l  b e  t h a n k f u l l y  r e c e i v e d .

I  h a v e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  a n y  t h i n g  1 m a y  w r i t e ,  a p p e a r i n g  
o v e r  m y  o w n  s i g n a t u r e ; b u t  a s  m y  s i s t e r s  d o  n o t  w i s h  
t h e i r  n a m e s  t o  a p p e a r  i n  m a g a z i n e s ,  I  b e g  t h a t  i n  p u b l i s h 
i n g  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  y o u  w i l l  k i n d l y  a l l o w  i t  t o  a p p e a r  u n d e r  
a  nom de plume.  1 a p p e n d  t o  t h i s  m y  f u l l  n a m e  n n d  

a d d r e s s ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  a n y  o n e  w h o  

m a y  d e s i r e  t o  k n o w  i t .

Allahabad, August 21, 1882.

A FEW REMARKS THEREON.

T h e  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  o u r  d u t y  a s  a n  O c c u l t i s t ,  
w h i l e  i t  s a t i s f i e s  a  f e w  o f  o u r  f e l l o w - s t u d e n t s ,  m a t e r i a l l y  
d e t r a c t s ,  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  o u r  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c a l l y - i n c l i n e d  

f r i e n d s ,  f r o m  t h e  v a l u e  o f  o u r  e d i t o r i a l  n o t e s  a n d  e x p l a n a 
t i o n s .  T h e  l a t t e r  f i n d  t h a t  o u r  theories w i l l  n o t  b e a r  

c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h o s e  u p o n  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  
S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  T h e y  c h a r g e  u s  w i t h  t h e  d o u b l e  c r i m e  o f  
b e i n g  n o t  o n l y  p e r s o n a l l y  u n s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  e x p l a n a 
t i o n s  a b o u t  s p i r i t u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  w i t h  r e f u s i n g  
t o  i n f e r  t h e  “ s p i r i t ” p r e s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  
p h e n o m e n a  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  a s  g e n u i n e ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  
l e a d i n g  o u r  r e a d e r s  i n t o  heresy a n d  e r r o r ,  r e g a r d i n g  s u c h .  
W e  a r e  n o t  c o n t e n t ,  t h e y  r e p r o a c h f u l l y  t e l l  u s ,  t o  h u m b l y  
a c k n o w l e d g e  f a c t s ,  a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  a g e n t s  

a t  w o r k  b e h i n d  t h e  p h e n o m e n a l  e f f e c t s  w h i c h  c r o w d  t h e  
r e c o r d s  o f  m o d e m  s p i r i t u a l i s m ,  b l i t  i u  o u r  p r i d e  w o  s e e k  t o  
p e n e t r a t e  i n t o  u n f a t h o m a b l e  m y s t e r i e s  t o  n o t  o n l y  

a s c e r t a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  c a u s e  a n d  
e f f e c t ,  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s — b e t w e e n  m e d i u m  a n d  p h e n o 
m e n a , — b u t  e v e n  t o  f a t h o m  m y s t e r i e s  t h a t  spirits 
t h e m s e l v e s  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  e x p l a i n .  T o o  m u c h  
s p e c u l a t i o n  o n  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  l e n d s  t h e  m i n d  i n t o  a  s e a  

o f  e r r o r , — t h i n k  o u r  E u r o p e a n  u n d  A m e r i c a n  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  
f r i e n d s , — a n d  i t  i s  s u r e  t o  l a n d  u s  “ i n  r e g i o n s  o f  F a l s i t y . ” 
I f  m e n  w o u l d  l e a v e  o f f  s p e c u l a t i n g ,  a n d  w o u l d  s i m p l y  s t i c k  
t o  fuel, t r u t h  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  r e a d i l y  a t t a i n e d  i n  e a c h  

a n d  e v e r y  c a s e .
F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h o s e  o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  w h o  h a v e  

m a d e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i s m  a  n e w  “ R e v e l a t i o n ” a  “ g l o r i o u s  
f a i t h , ” a s  t h e y  c a l l  i t ,  w e  f e e l  r e a l l y  s o r r y  t o  b e  f o r c e d  t o  
h u r t  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  b y  o u r  “ b l a n k  d e n i a l . ” B u t  t r u t h  
s t a n d s  h i g h e r  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n  t h a n  a n y  e a r t h l y  c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n  e v e r  w i l l ; a u d ,  i t  i s  t r u t h — a t  l e a s t  w e  s o  r e g a r d  i t  
— t h a t  c o m p e l s  u s  t o  a n s w e r  t h o s e ,  w h o  c o m e  t o  u s  f o r  a n  
e x p l a n a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  o c c u l t i s m ,  i n s t e a d  

o f  t e l l i n g  t h e m ,  a s  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  w o u l d ,  t h a t  s u c h  p h e n o m e n a  

a r e  a l l  p r o d u c e d  b y  d i s e m b o d i e d  m o r t a l s ,  o r  s p i r i t s .  T o  
a s c e r t a i n  t h e  l a w s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  p s y c h o - p h y s i o 
l o g i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  t a k e  p l a c e  f r o m  a  s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  
s t a n d - p o i n t  is ,  n o  d o u b t ,  a  g r a t i f y i n g  k i n d  o f  k n o w l e d g e ;  
b u t  w e ,  O c c u l t i s t s ,  a r e  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o n l y  t h i s .  W e  
s e e k  t o  l e a r n  p r i m a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e c o n d a r y ,  c a u s e s  ; t o  
f a t h o m  t h e  real, n o t  a p p a r e n t ,  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  p o w e r  t h a t  

p e r f o r m s  s u c h  s t r a n g e ,  seemingly  s u p e r n a t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s ;  
a n d ,  w e  t h i n k ,  w e  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  u n r a v e l l i n g  s o m e  o f  

i t s  m y s t e r i e s  a n d  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  m u c h  o f  t h e  h i t h e r t o  u n e x 
p l a i n e d .  H e n c e  o u r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  F o r c e ,  w h i c h  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s t s  v i e w  a s  a  t h i n k i n g ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  P r i n c i p l e ,  a  

p o w e r ,  t h a t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  m a n i f e s t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  m a g n e t i c  
a u r a  o f  a  s e n s i t i v e ,  i s  o f t e n e r  a  b l i n d  e n e r g y  t h a n  t h e  
c o n s c i o u s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a n y  b e i n g s  o r  s p i r i t s  ; a n d ,  a l s o ,  

t h a t  t h i s  F o r c e  c a n  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  w i l l  o f  a  
l i v i n g  m a n ,  o n e  o f  t h o s e  i n i t i a t e s ,  a s  a  f e w  m a y  y e t  b e  f o u n d  

i n  t h e  E a s t .  W e  c a n n o t  b e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  e a s y - g o i n g  

t h e o r y  o f  r e t u r n  i n g  s p i r i t s .  W e  h a v e  s e e n  t o o  m u c h  f o r  i t .  
A n d ,  s i n c e  w e  a r c  t h o r o u g h l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  e v e r y 
t h i n g  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  m y s t e r i o u s  a g e n t — “ t h e  

A s t r a l  S e r p e n t ”  o f  E l i p h a s  L e v i — h a d  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  
a g e s  a g o ,  h o w e v e r  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  i t  w e  m a y  c l a i m  
p e r s o n a l l y ,  y e t  w e  k n o w  s u f f i c i e n t l y ,  w e  t h i n k ,  t o  j u d g e  o n  

t h e  w h o l e  c o r r e c t l y  o f  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  u p o n ,  a n d  d i r e c t  r e l a 
t i o n s  w i t h ,  t h e  c o r p o r e a l  m a c h i n e s  c a l l e d  mediums ;  a s  
a l s o  o f  i t s  i n t e r - c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a u r a  o f  e v e r y  p e r s o n  
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s & m e e - r o o m .  M o r e o v e r ,  w e  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  
i t  l o o k s  f a r  m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  u n i f o r m  t e a c h i n g  
u p o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  o f  o n e  s c h o o l ,  t h a n  t o  b e  h o p e l e s s l y  
g r o p i n g  f o r  t r u t h  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  w i t h  o u r  i n t e l l e c t s  l i t e r a l l y  

r e n t  a s u n d e r  b y  t h e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e  c o n f l i c t i n g  
“ t e a c h i n g s ” o f  t h e  s u p p o s e d  d e n i z e n s  o f  t h e  “ S p i r i t -  
W o r l d . ”

H a d  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a s k e d — f o r  u n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
w e i r d  p h e n o m e n a  t h a t  h a v e  j u s t  o c c u r r e d  i n  h i s  f a m i l y — • 
o n e  p o s s e s s e d  practically  o f  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e ,  h e  w o u l d ,  n o  
d o u b t ,  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  p e r f e c t l y  c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  

what really took place, and how the phenomena have come



t o  p a s s  ( t h a t .  i.s t o  s a y ,  i f  t l i c  a d o p t  I in <1 f o u n d  "worth  l i i s  
w h i l e  t o  u n d e r g o  a m e n t a l l y  p a i n f u l  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  s n l b  t o  
d i v u l g e  t h e  w h o l e  t r u t h  t o  t h o  p u b l i c ) .  W h i l e  n o w ,  h o  
l i a s  t o  b e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  a l o w  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  M e  c a n  t e l l  h i m  
f o r  a  c e r t a i n t y  w l i a t  i.tvjus vol., b u t  w o  c a n n o t  u n d e r t a k e  

t o  s a y  w h a t  i t  r e a l l y  icas, s i n c e  s i m i l a r  e f f e c t s  m a y  b e  
p r o d u c e d  b y  a  h u n d r e d  v a r i o u s  c a u s e s .

W e  w i l l  n o t  t o u c h  u p o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f o r e b o d i n g  

d r e a m s ,  s i n c e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  i s  p r o v e d  t o  n i l  b u t  
i n c u r a b l e  s c e p t i c s ,  a n d  i s  e a s i l y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  e v e r y  o n e  
w h o  b e l i e v e s  a n d  k n o w s  t h a t  i n s i d e  h i s  b o d y  o f  f l e s h ,  t h e  
g r o s s  e n v e l o p e ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  r e a l ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n v i s i b l e ,  b o d y  o f  

e t h e r i a l  e l e m e n t s ,  t h e  E g o ,  t h a t  w a t c h e s  a n d  n e v e r  s l e e p s .  
T h e  f a c t s  a.s d e s c r i b e d  s e e m  c e r t a i n l y  n s  t h o u g h  t h e y  
b e l o n g e d  t o  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  a r o  r e g a r d e d  
a s  “ s p i r i t u a l , ” a n d  w h i c h  o c c u r ,  u n d e r  o r d i n a r y  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s ,  o n l y  w h e r e  th e r e ,  a r e  o n e  o r  m o r e  m e d i u m s  in  t h e  

f a m i l y .  T h e  r e g u l a r  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l  t r a n c e - l i t s ,  w h i c h  o u r  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  r e l a t i v e  h a d  s u d d e n l y  b e c o m e  s u h | e e t  t o  
f o r  s e v e r a l  c o n s e c u t i v e  n i g h t s ,  w o u l d  p o i n t  t o  t h a t  i n d v  n s  
b e i n g  t h e  c a u s e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  g e n e r a t o r  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a .  
B u t ,  s i n c e  w c  k n o w  n o t h i n g  o f  c i t h e r  h e r  p r e v i o u s  s t a t e  
o f  h e a l t h ,  a n d  l a c k  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  t h a t  m i g h t  g i v e  .an  
a d d i t i o n a l  c l u e  t o  t h e  m y s t e r y ,  o u r  e x p la . n n t . i o i i  m u s t ,  b e  

r e g a r d e d  n s  a  s i m p l e  s u g g e s t i o n .  T h o u g h  t h e  O c c u l t i s t s  
r e j e c t ,  o n  t h o  w h o l e ,  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  d i s e m b o d i e d  E g o s  
m a n i f e s t i n g  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  y e t  t h e y  a d m i t  o f  c e r t a i n  p o s s i b i 
l i t i e s  o f  a  r e a l  s p i r i t ’s  p r e s e n c e ,  o r  a p p a r i t i o n ,  e i t h e r  

p r e c e d i n g  o r  d i r e c t l y  f o l l o w i n g  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h ,  e s p e 

c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  s u d d e n  a s  i n  t h e  e a s e  o f  
t h e  w r i t e r ’s  n i e c e .  W c  n r e  t a u g h t  b y  t h o s e ,  in  w h o m  

w e  h a v e  f u l l  c o n f i d e n c e s  t h a t ,  i n  s u c h  r a p i d  c a s e s  
o f  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  b o d y  m a y  b o  q u i t e  d e a d ,  a n d  b u r i e d ,  
a n d  y e t  t h e  b r n i n — t h o u g h  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  n r e  s t o p p e d —  
m a y  p r e s e r v e  a  l a t e n t  s p a r k  o f  w i l l  o r  d e s i r e ,  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  s o m e  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  f e e l i n g  i n  l i f e  
w h i c h  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h r o w i n g  i n t o  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  o f  
t h r u s t i n g ,  s o  t o  s a v ,  i n t o  a  c e r t a i n  m a g n e t i c  c u r r e n t  o f  
a t t r a c t i o n  t h e  a s t r a l  E g o  o r  do/iprlgangf.r o f  t .he  d e a d  
b o d ) ’. W h e n e v e r ,  w c  a r e  t o l d ,  d e a t h  i.s b r o u g h t ,  o n  b y  
s u f f o c a t i o n ,  a p o p l e x y ,  c o n c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  h e m o r r h a g e ,  
o r  s o m e  s u c h  c h a n g e ,  “ t h e  t r i p o d  o f  l i f e ” — n s  t h o  ( I r e e k s  
c a l l e d  i t — t h e  h e a r t ,  (.lie  l u n g s  a n d  1 l i e  b r a i n ,  t h e  f u n d a 
m e n t a l  b a s i s  u p o n  w h i c h  a n i m a l - l i f e  i.s e r e c t e d — is  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  i n  i t s  t h r e e  p a r t s ;  t h e  l u n g s  n n d  
h e a r t ,  t h e  o r g a n s  t h e  m o s t  i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  in  t.he  
c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t b e  b l o o d ,  b e c o m i n g  i n a c t i v e ,  a n d  t h e  b l o o d  
n o t  b e i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a e r a t e d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  s u d d e n  

i n a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  o f t e n  b e c o m e s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p u t t i n g  

a  s u d d e n  s t o p  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  a n d  s o  
t e r m i n a t e  l i f e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  b e f o r e  p r o n o u n c i n g  u p o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a n  
a p p a r i t i o n ,  a n  O c c u l t i s t  h a s  a l w a y s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  

c o m p l e t e  d e a t h  w a s  b r o u g h t  o n  b y ,  o r  p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  t h e  l u n g s ,  t h e  h e a r t ,  o r  t h e  b r a i n .  B u t  o f  a l l  
t h e s e  t h e  l a t t e r — o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  d o u b l e  f u n c t i o n s — t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l — i s  t h o  m o s t  t e n a c i o u s .  A s  

c e s s a t i o n  o f  b r e a t h i n g  a n d  o f  t h e  p u l s e ,  s t o p p a g e  o f  t h e  
h e a r t ,  c o l d n e s s  a n d  p a l e n e s s  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a  f i l m  o n  t h e  

e y e ,  a n d  t h e  r i g i d i t y  o f  t h e  j o i n t s  a r c  110 s u r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  
o f  r e a l  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  ; a n d ,  a s  t h e  facies Jlippocratica h a s  

d e c e i v e d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  e x p e r i e n c e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r ;  s o ,  e v e n  
c o m p l e t e  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  i s  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h o  i n n e r 
m o s t  spiritual  l i f e  o f  t h e  b r a i n  i s  e q u a l l y  d e a d .  T h e  
a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  m i n d  r e m a i n s  t o  t h e  l a s t ; a n d  t h e  f i n a l  
physical f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s o m e  
f e e l i n g ,  o r  p a s s i o n  m a y  i m p a r t ,  f o r  a l l  o u r  p h y s i o l o g i s t s  c a n  
s a y  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a  k i n d  o f posl-wortcm e n e r g y  t o  t h e  
b e w i l d e r e d  a s t r a l  E g o ,  a n d  t h u s  c a u s e  i t  t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  
d y n a m i c  s e e m i n g l y  c o n s c i o u s  a c t i o n  e v e n  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  
a f t e r  d e a t h .  T h e  i m p u l s e  i m p a r t e d  b y  t h e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  
b r a i n  d i e s  o u t  l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  b r a i n  h a s  c e a s e d  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  

f o r  e v e r .  D u r i n g  l i f e  t h e  a s t r a l  E g o  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n ,  a n d  
q u i t e  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o ,  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b r a i n .  I t  
a c t s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h o w  t h e  w i r e s  a r e  b e 

i n g  pulled b y  cither our trained or untrained thought,

B u t  a f t e r  d e a t h — w h i c h  i s  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h o  s p i r i t u a l  e n t i t y  
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o r c o n d i t i o n  o f  e f f e c t s ,  f h e  l a t t e r  I a v i n g  n o w  
b e c o m e  f o r  i t  a  w o r l d  o f  causes— t h e  a s t r a l  e n t i t y  m u s t  b e  
g i v e n  t i m e  t o  e v o l u t c  a n d  m a t u r e  a  s h a d o w y  b r a i n  o f  i t s  
o w n  b e f o r e  i t  c a n  b e g i n  t o  a c t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  W h a t e v e r  

i t s  s u b s e q u e n t  f a t e ,  a n d  w h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s  i n  t l i c  m e a n 
w h i l e ,  n o  a c t i o n  o f  i t s  c a n  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  
c o n s c i o u s ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  w i l l ,  n o  m o r e  t h a n  w e  w o u l d  h o l d  a n y  

g e s t u r e s  o f  a  n e w l y - b o r n  i n f a n t  fo r  a c t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  
a  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  d e s i r e .

T h u s ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e c e a s e d  y o u n g  I n d y  l o s t  a l l  c o n s c i o u s 
n e s s  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  d e a t h ,  a n d  t h a t ,  b e i n g  s o  y o u n g  a n d  
s o  b e l o v e d  i n  h e r  f a m i l y ,  s h e  c o u l d  h a r d l y ,  w h e n  d y i n g ,  
h a v e  h e r  t h o u g h t s  o c c u p i e d  b y  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h o s e  a r o u n d  
h e r ; — t h o u g h t s  i n v o l u n t a r y ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  u n c o n n e c t e d ,  a s  
t h o s e ,  o f  a  d r e a m ,  b u t  s t i l l  i n  a  d i r e c t  s e q u e n c e  t o  h e r  
h a b i t u a l  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s — e v e r y  f a c u l t y  o f  h e r s ,  
p a r a l y z e d  s o  s u d d e n l y ,  a n d  s e v e r e d ,  d u r i n g  i t s  f u l l  v i g o u r  
a n d  a c t i v i t y ,  f r o m  i t s  n a t u r a l  m e d i u m — t h e  b o d y — m u s t  

h a v e  l e f t  i t s  a s t r a l  i m p r e s s  i n  e v e r y  n o o k  a n d  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
h o u s e  w h e r e  s h e  h a d  l i v e d  s o  l o n g  a n d  w h e r e  s h e  d i e d .  
H e n c e ,  i t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  b u t  t h e  “ a s t r a l ” echo o f  h e r  
v o i c e ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  h e r  l a s t  t h o u g h t  a n d  d r a w n  m a g n e t i 
c a l l y  t o  h e r  u n c l e ,  t h e  w r i t e r ,  t h a t  s o u n d e d  i n  b i s  “ r i g h t  
o a r ,  a s  t h o u g h  s o m e  o n e  w a s  w h i s p e r i n g ” o r  t r y i n g  t o  s p e a k  
t o  h i m ;  a n d  t h e  s a m e  a s t r a l  ccho o f  “ h e r  n a t u r a l  
v o i c e ” t h a t  t o l d  h i s  m o t h e r  “ t o  t u r n  r o u n d . ” H e r  
a p p e a r a n c e  t o  h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r  “ in  her usucd dress” 
s h o w s  n s  t h a t  i t  w a s  h e r  a s t r a l  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  

a t m o s p h e r i c  w a v e s  t h a t  l i e  s a w ;  o t h e r w i s e  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  
h a r d l y  s e e n  a  real j u s t  d i s e m b o d i e d  s p i r i t  i n  s u c h  a n  
a t t  i r e .  T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  “ u s u a l  d r e s s ” f o r m i n g  p a r t  o f  a n  
a p p a r i t i o n — w e r e  t h o  l a t t e r ,  a  v o l u n t a r y ,  conscious a c t  o f  
t h e  l i b e r a t e d  E g o — w o u l d  h a v e  n a t u r a l l y  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  
p r e v i o u s  c o n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  p l a n s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  
s o  t o  s n y ,  o f  t h a t  g a r m e n t  b y  t h e  s p i r i t — ( u n l e s s  w c  h a v e  
a l s o  t o  b e l i e v e  i u  c o n s c i o u s  ghosts a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  
a p p a r i t i o n s  o f  w e a r i n g  a p p a r e l ? )  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  a p p e a r  
a l o n g  w it .h  i t s  o w n e r .  A n d  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a  p r e 
d e t e r m i n e d  a c t  o f  v o l i t i o n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p o s e  iu  a  
s t i l l  d a z e d  h u m a . n  “ s o u l ”  j u s t  c s c a p e d  f r o m  r t s  p r i s o n .  
E v e n  m a n y  o f  t h e  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a d m i t  
t o - d a y  t h a t ,  w l i a t e v e r  i t s  s u b s e q u e n t  c a r e e r ,  t h e  f r e e d  
s p i r i t  c a n  n e v e r  r e a l i z e  t h e  g r e a t  c h a n g e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  
s e v e r a l  t e r r e s t r i a l  d a y s .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  a b o v e  w o  

k n o w  w e l l  t h a t  w c  s h a l l  b e  n o t  o n l y  l a u g h e d  t o  s c o r n  b y  

s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  a s  b y  a l l  t h e  u n s c i c u t i t i c  s c e p t i c s ,  b u t  a l s o  
g i v e  a g a i n  o f f e n c e  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  T h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  u s  
s a y  : “ I t  w a s  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  y o u r  d e p a r t e d  n i e c e ,  her v o i c e ,  

a n d  r e a l  p r e s e n c e ,  & c . ” ; a n d  t h e n  r e s t  o n  o u r  l a u r e l s  w i t h 
o u t  a n y  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t  a t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a  p r o o f ,  o r  a n  

e x p l a n a t i o n .  I f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e  i s  f o u n d  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  l e t  
t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  s c e p t i c s  o f f e r  a  b e t t e r  o n e  a n d  l e t  
i m p a r t i a l  j u d g e s  d e c i d e .  M e a n w h i l e ,  w e  w o u l d  a s k  t h e  
f o r m e r — it i t  w a s  a l l  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  s p i r i t  o f  
t h e  d e c e a s e d ,  w h y  h a v e  a l l  s u c h  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  s t o p p e d ,  a s  
s o o n  a s  t h e  f a m i l y  h a d  l e f t  t h e  s t a t i o n  a n d  c o m e  t o  
A l l a h a b a d  ? I s  i t  t h a t  t h e  spirit  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  c o m e  n o  

m o r e ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  m e d i u m s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  h a d  s u d d e n l y  
l o s t  t h e i r  p o w e r ,  o r  i s  i t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e ,  a s  t h e  w r i t e r  p u t s  

i t ,  “ t h e  effects then wore off\ and nothing has happened 
since” ?

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s c e p t i c s  o u r  a n s w e r  i s  s t i l l  m o r e  e a s y .  
I t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  a n y  s a n e  m a n  w h e t h e r  s u c h  
t h i n g s  do a n d  d o  not h a p p e n  ; b u t  o n l y  w h a t  is t h e  
r e a l  c a u s e  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  s u c h  a b n o r m a l  e f f e c t s .  H e r e  i s  a  

c a s e ,  w h i c h  n o  s c e p t i c — u n l e s s  h e  d e n i e s  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  
o f  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  a priori— w i l l  b e  e v e r  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  

o t h e r w i s e ,  b u t  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  t h e o r i e s — t h a t  o f  t h e  
O c c u l t i s t s  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  A  c a s e ,  i n  w h i c h  a  w h o l e  

f a m i l y  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  p e r s o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  a g e s  t e s t i f i e s  to ,  a s  

e y e - w i t n e s s e s .  T h i s  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a  c a s e  
o f  i s o l a t e d  h a l l u c i n a t i o n .  A n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  
f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s u c h  c a s e s ,  e v e r y  s o b e r  m a n  o u g h t  
t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  

condemn without seeing, deny without a hearing, and



a b u s e  t h o s e ,  w h o  h a v e  b o t h  s e e n  a n d  h e a r d ,  f o r  p u t t i n g  
f a i t h  i n  t h o i r  o w n  e y e s  a n d  e a r s .  A V e h a v e  t h o u s a n d s  u p o n  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  t e s t i m o n i e s  c o r n i n g  f r o m  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  v a l i d  
p e r s o n s ,  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  d o  o c c u r  a n d — v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y .  
I f  t h e  s e n s e s  o f  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  a r e  n o t  t o  h e  t r u s t e d ,  
t h e n  w h a t  e l s e  c a n  b e  t r u s t e d  I W h a t  b e t t e r  t e s t  o f  t r u t h  
h a v e  w e ?  H o w  c a n  w e  b e  s u r e  o f  a n y t h i n g  w e  h e a r ,  o r  
e v e n  o u r s e l v e s  s e e  ? H o w  a r e  t h e  m o s t  o r d i n a r y  a f f a i r s  o f  

l i f e  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  a n d  r e l i e d  u p o n  ? A s  a  m e s m e r i z e r  

r e m a r k e d  t o  a  s c e p t i c — “ I f  t h e  r u le 1,  w h i c h  t h e  o b j e c t o r s  t o  
m e s m e r i c  p h e n o m e n a  p e r s i s t  i n  a p p l y i n g  t o  t h e m ,  w e r e  t o  

b e  e n f o r c e d  u n i v e r s a l l y ,  a l l  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  l i f e  m u s t  c o m e  
t o  a  s t a n d . ” I n d e e d ,  n o  m a n  c o u l d  p u t  f a i t h  i n  a n y  
a s s e r t i o n  o f  a n y  o t h e r  m a n  ; t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e  
i t s e l f  m u s t  f a i l ,  b e c a u s c e v i d e n c e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  
a n d  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  w o u l d  g o  u p s i d e  d o w n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a n d  

s i n c e  s c i e n c e  w i l l  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  s u c h  a b n o r m a l  
p h e n o m e n a ,  t h e  g r e a t  b a t t l e  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f t l i e  d i s p u t e  
a s  t o  t h e  c a u s e s  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e m ,  b e t w e e n  n a t u r a l  a n d  

u n n a t u r a l  t h e o r i e s ,  m u s t  b e  f o u g h t  o u t  b e t w e e n  t h e  
O c c u l t i s t s  a n d  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a l o n e .  L e t  e a c h  o f  u s  
s h o w  o u r  f a c t s  a n d  g i v e  o u r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  ; a n d  l e t  t h o s e —  

w h o  a r e  n e i t h e r  O c c u l t i s t s ,  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  n o r  s c e p t i c s —  
d e c i d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n t e s t a n t  p a i t i e s .  I t  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  
t h a t  a l l  s h o u l d  k n o w  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  d o  h a p p e n .  T h e  
w o r l d  m u s t  l e a r n  a t  l a s t — u n d e r  t h e  p e n a l t y  o f  f a l l i n g  
b a c k  t o  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  i n  t h e  a r c h  e n e m y  o f  m a n — t h e  
b i b l i c a l  d e v i l — w h y  s u c h  p h e n o m e n a  d o  s o  h a p p e n ,  a n d  t o  

w h a t  c a u s e  o r  c a u s e s  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  a t t r i b u t e d .  W e  c a l l  
f o r  i n q u i r y ,  n o t  f o r  b l i n d  c r e d e n c e .  A n d — u n t i l  i n q u i r y  
h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a n d  b e y o n d  a n y  d o u b t  t h a t  t l i o  
p r o d u c i n g  c a u s e  a t  w o r k  b e h i n d  t h e  v e i l  o f  o b j e c t i v e  
m a t t e r  i s  w h a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  p r o c l a i m  i t  t o  b e ,  n a m e l y  
d i s e m b o d i e d ,  h u m a n  s p i r i t s — w e  b e g  t o  a s s e r t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  O c c u l t i s t s ,  s c e p t i c s ,  o r  
n e i t h e r ,  b u t  s i m p l y  s e a r c h e r s  a f t e r  t r u t h — t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  o f  n e u t r a l i t y  r n d  e v e n  o f  m o d e s t  s c e p t i c i s m ,  
w i t h o u t  r i s k i n g  f o r  i t  t o  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  c r u c i f i e d  b y '  

b o t h  p a r t i e s .

MIND, THOUGHT A N D  CEREBRATION.
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T h e  e n d e a v o u r  o f  t h e  a b l e s t  w r i t e r s  o n  P h y s i o l o g y  a s  w e l l  

' n s  P h i l o s o p h y ,  h a s  a l w a y s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

a n  u l t e r i o r  p r i n c i p l e  o r  f a c u l t y  w h i c h  e x c e e d s  o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  

m e t h o d s .  I t  i s  a  p r i v a t e  p o t e n c y  o f  l i f e  w i t h i n  o r  b e h i n d  

o u r  c o m m o n  p h e n o m e n a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  

a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  w h a t  w a s  o t h e r w i s e  u n e x p l a i n a b l e .  I t  
c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  e v e r y  f a c t ,  s a t i s f i e s  e v e r y  q u e s t i o n ,  i s  
a l l i e d  b y  t h e  m o s t  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  w h o l e  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  i s  u r g e n t l y  i n v o k e d  i n  e x t r e m e  e m e r 
g e n c y .  O u r  s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n  i s  e m p l o y e d  w i t h  w h a t  i s  
e x t e r n a l  a n d  o b j e c t i v e ,  w h i l e  t h i s  f a c u l t y  a p p e a r s  t o  

t r a n s c e n d  c o m m o n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  i n d e e d  t o  b e  d i s 
s o c i a t e d  f r o m  i t .

N u m e r o u s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v e n t e d  t o  d e n o t e  
t h i s  o c c u l t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  o u r  n a t u r e .  M a u d s l e y  t e r m s  i t  t h e  
p r e c o n s c i o u s  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n d ,  a  m e n t a l  p o w e r  w h i c h  i s  
o r g a n i z e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s u p e r v e n t i o n  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  A g a s s i z  
d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  a  s u p e r i o r  p o w e r  w h i c h  c o n t r o l s  o u r  b e t t e r  
n a t u r e ,  a n d  a c t s  t h r o u g h  u s  w i t h o u t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  o u r  
o w n .  S c h e l l i n g  d e n o m i n a t e s  i t  u n c o n s c i o u s  k n o w l e d g e ,  a  
c a p a c i t y  f o r  k n o w l e d g e  a b o v e  o r  b e h i n d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  - I t  i s  a l s o  v e r } '  c o m m o n  

t o  s t y l e  i t  r e f l e x  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  a n d  a u t o m a t i c  b r a i n -  
w o r k ,  a  b r a i u - a c t i v i t y  w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  a u  a c t i v i t y  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w h i c h  m a y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e  r e p r o d u c e d  i u  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  t h o u g h t ,  o r  w l i i c h  m a y ,  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  r e p r o d u c e d ,  m o d i f y  s u b s e q u e n t  k i n d r e d  
m e n t a l  a c t i o n  o r  t h o u g h t  i n  t l i e  s a m e  m i n d .

D r .  W i l l i a m  B .  C a r p e n t e r  h a s  f o r m u l a t e d  i t  a c c o r d i n g l y  

U n d e r  thg title  o f U nconscious Cerebration , B eginning

w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b r a i n  f u r n i s h e s  t h o  
m e c h a n i s m  o f  t h o u g h t ,  h e  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  

q u e s t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  i t  w o r k s  o f  i t s e l f  a s  i t  w e r e , — “ t h a t  i t  
h a s  a n  a u t o m a t i c  p o w e r ,  j u s t  a s  t l i e  s e n s o r y  c e n t r e s  a n d  
t h e  s p i n a l  c o r d  h a v e  a n  a u t o m a t i c  p o w e r  o f  t h e i r  o w n . ” H e  
d e c l a r e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i t  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h a b i t .  
T h e r e  c a n  b e  110 d o u b t  w h a t e v e r ,  l i e  t e l l s  u s ,  t h a t  a  v e r y  

l a r g e  p a r t  o f  o u r  m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h i s  a u t o m a t i c  

a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m o d e  i n  w h i c h  w e  

h a v e  t r a i n e d  i t  t o  a c t i o n .  T h e  w i l l  g i v e s  t h e  i m p u l s e  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  a n d  k e e p s  b e f o r e  t h e  m i n d  a l l  t h e  

t h o u g h t s  w h i c h  i t  c a n  i m m e d i a t e l y  l a y  h o  Id of, or w h i c h  
a s s o c i a t i o n  s u g g e s t s ,  t h a t  b e a r  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h e s e  
t h o u g h t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o  n o t  c o n d u c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  a n  
i s s u e ,  b u t  r e q u i r e  t o  w o r k  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t .  T h e  s e n s o r i u n i ,  
o r  g r o u p  o f  n e r v e - g a n g l i a  o f  s p e c i a l  s e n s a t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a v e  

t h e i r  p l a c e  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t l i e  b r a i n ,  a n d  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  i t ,  
m a y  b e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  i n a c t i o n  a l l  t h e  w h i l e ,  o r  p e r h a p s  
o t h e r w i s e  o c c u p i e d .

T h i s  p e c u l i a r  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  b r a i n  t h o u g h  a u t o m a t i c ,  

D r .  C a r p e n t e r  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  to  b e  s p o n t a n e o u s ,  o r  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  a n y  p e c u l i a r  i n s p i r a t i o n .  I l i s  t h e o r y  i s  s i m p l y  
t h a t  t h e  c e r e b r u m ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  s h a p e d ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  i u  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u r  o r d i n a r y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y ,  
h a v i n g  g r o w n  t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  w o r k  t h a t  w e  a r o  a c c u s t o m e d  
t o  s e t  i t  t o  e x e c u t e ,  c a n  g o  o n  a n d  w o r k  f o r  i t s e l f .  U n 
c o n s c i o u s  C e r e b r a t i o n  i s  d e f i n e d  b y  h i m  a c c o r d i n g l y  a s  
“ t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r a i n  i n  b a l a n c i n g  fo r  
i t s e l f  a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s — i n  p u t t i n g  a l l  i u  
o r d e r ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  i n  w o r k i n g  o u t  t h e  r e s u l t . ” T h i s  c o n 
c l u s i o n ,  h e  d e c l a r e s ,  w i l l  b e  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  
p r e v i o u s  t r a i n i n g  a n d  d i s c i p l i n i n g  o f  o u r  m i n d s .  H e  
a c c o r d i n g l y  d e s i g n a t e s  i t  a s  t h e  C o m m o n  S e n s e .

“ 1 b e l i e v e , ” h e  s a y s ,  “ t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  e a r n e s t  h a b i t  o f  
l o o k i n g  a t  a  s u b j e c t  f r o m  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  l o o k i n g  h o n e s t l y  
a n d  s t e a d i l y  a t  t h e  T r u e  a n d  t h e  R i g h t ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e  

m i n d  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  o v e r c o m e s  t h e  f o r c e  
o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  t h e s e  e a r l y  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  a n d  

b r i n g s  u s  i n t o  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  n e a r e s t  

o f  a n y  t h i n g  t h a t  1 t h i n k  w e  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  
w i t n e s s i n g  in  o u r  e a r t h l y  l i f e  t o  t h a t  D i r e c t  I n s i g h t  w h i c h  

m a n y  o t  u s  b e l i e v e  w i l l  b e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o u r  m i n d s  i n  
t h a t  f u t u r e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  a l l  t h o  
t r a m m e l s  o f  o u r  c o r p o r e a l  e x i s t e n c e . ”

E a r n e s t  v o n  H a r t m a n n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  The. Philosophy 
of the Unconscious, h a s  g i v e n  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a  g r e a t e r  

e m p h a s i s .  H e  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h a s  i t s  o r i g i n  
i n  t h e  c e r e b r a l  o r g a n i s m  o f  m a n .  I t  i s  n o t  a  f i x e d  s t a t e ,  
b u t  a  p r o c e s s ,  a  p e r p e t u a l  c h a n g e  a n d  b e c o m i n g .  I t s  
a n t e c e d e n t s  a r e  i m p e n e t r a b l e  t o  i t s e l f ,  a n d  w e  c a n  o n l y  
h o p e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n d i r e c t l y .  T h e r e  i s  n o  
S u p r e m e  B e i n g ,  b u t  a n  o m n i p r e s e n t  A V il l  a n d  I n t e l l e c t ,  
a c t i n g  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  i n  i n s e p a r a b l e  u n i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
— o n e  a b s o l u t e  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a  p o w e r  o p e r a t i n g  011 a l l  
u n c o n s c i o u s  f u n c t i o n s ,  h u m a n ,  a n i m a l  a n d  v e g e t a b l e .  I t  
i s  t h e  f a s h i o n  f o r  a l l  w r i t e r s  o f t l i e  m o d e r n  s c h o o l  t o  d e c r y  

m e t a p h y s i c s  ; y e t  w i t h  a  c u r i o u s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  t h e y  s e e m  
v e r y  g e n e r a l l y  t o  h a v e  a  m e t a p h y s i c  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  H a r t 
m a n n  i s  a  c o n s p i c u o u s  e x a m p l e .  H e  e m p l o y s  t h e  m o s t  

a b s t r u s e  a n d  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  s u b t i l i t i e s  t o  
e x p l a i n  a n d  d e f e n d  l i i s  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  H e  d e f i n e s  t h e  
e s s e n c e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  b r e a k i n g  a p a r t  
o f  t h e  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  I n t e l l e c t  a u d  t h e  W i l l .  P e r c e p 
t i o n  i s  f o r c e d  u p o n  t h e  m i n d ,  t h u s  s e p a r a t i n g  a n d  
e m a n c i p a t i n g  i t  f r o m  t h e  w i l l ,  a n t i  e n r b l i n g  i t  t o  r e v o l t  
a n d  e v e n  t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  w i l l  t o  i t s  o w n  l a w s .  T h e  

a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  w i l l  a t  t h i s ,  “ t h e  s e n s a t i o n  c a u s e d  
b y  t h e  a p p a r i t i o n  o f t l i e  I d e a  i n  t h e  b o s o m  o f  t h e  U n c o n 

s c i o u s — t h a t  i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s . ” I n  b r i e f :  “ t h e  U n c o n - '  

s c i o n s  T h o u g h t  d o e s  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  a  s e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  f o r m  a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  i n  t h e  a c t  o f  t h i n k i n g .  I t  i s  j u s t  h e r e  

t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  o r  

rather, that n oth ing d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e m  absolutely, since



t h e y  a r e  n o t  y e t  r i s e n  o u t  o f  t l i e i r  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l  

n o n - d i f f e r e n c e . ”
T h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  D r .  H a r t m a n n  i s  :i c u r i o u s  i l l u s t r a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r  a g r e e m e n t  o f t e n  a t t a i n e d  b y  p e r s o n s  
h o l d i n g  s e n t i m e n t s  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e .  T h i s  w r i t e r ,  
w h o  i s  u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  d e n y i n g  a  S u p r e m e  B e i n g  
a n d  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l ,  i s  i n  p e r f e c t  rap
port i n  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  e x t r c i n c s t  M y s t i c  w h o  

• s u r p a s s e s  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e o s o p h i c  c o n c e p t i o n .  E a c h  
d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  r e a l l y  knows d o e s  n o t  

c o g n i z e  t h e  f a c t  o f  k n o w i n g ,  b e c a u s e  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  i s  

s u b j e c t i v e  ; a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m a y  n o t  b e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  a s  a u  
o b j e c t  w l i i c h  i s  i n  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s e  a p a r t  f r o m  u s .  I t  w o u l d  

b e  w h o l e s o m e  l'or u s  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  t h i s  t o  b e  j u s t  t o w a r d  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  g e n e r o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  
o p i u i o n  i s  a  d i v e r s e  v i e w  o f  t r u t h  a n d  n o  w a r r a n t  o r  
o c c a s i o n  f o r  a n i m o s i t y ,  p r o s c r i p t i o n  o r  d i s r e s p e c t .  A s  t h e  

r i v e r s ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  t h e y  a r c  a t  v a r i a n c e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  c u r r e n t s ,  a l l  m e e t  i n  t h e  o c e a n ,  s o  a l l  f a i t h s ,  
p h i l o s o p h i e s  a n d  d e s t i n i e s ,  w e  m a y  c o n f i d e n t l y  b e l i e v e ,  

c o n v e r g e  i n  t h e  D i v i n i t y .  .

T h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  b y  D r .  C a r p e n t e r  a g r e e s  
a f t e r  a  m a n n e r  w i t h  f a c t s  i n  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e .  I  h a v e  
b e e n  u t t e r l v  a t  a  l o s s  f o r  w o r d s  a n d  i l e a s  o i l  i m p o r t a n t  

o c c a s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e y  c a m e  f o r t h  o u  a  s u d d e n  a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
m o m e n t ,  a n d  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p u r p o s e .  T h a v e  o f t e n  
f e l t  m y s e l f  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  i n  m y  a b i l i t y  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  
s o l v e  a n d  d e c i d e  u r g e n t  q u e s t i o n s .  I  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h i s  
p e c u l i a r  c o n s t r a i n t  t o  o c c u r  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  s o m e  o t h e r  

p e r s o n  w a s  e n d e a v o u r i n g  w i t h  m u c h  i m p e r a t i v e n e s s  t o  

c o n s t r a i n  m e  t o  g i v e ,  a  s p e e d y  a n s w e r  t o  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  I  
w o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  a  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  t h i n k  c l e a r l y ,  o r  t o  p e r c e i v e  
w h a t  t o  s a y  o r  d o .  T h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  n o  a l t e r n a t i v e  
b u t  t o  s e e m  s t u p i d  o r  o b s t i n a t e ,  a n d  a b i d e  t h e  i s s u e .  I n  
o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  w h e n  l a s h i n g  m y  o w n  m i n d  t o  a  c o n c l u 
s i o n ,  a  l i k o  i m p e d i m e n t  w o u l r l  b o  p r e s e n t .  Y e t ,  a f t e r  a  
t i m e ,  i t  m i g h t  b e  s h o r t  o r  p r o l o n g e d ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b o l t  
i n t o  t h e  m i n d  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o l e  m a t t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  I  
a m  s e l d o m  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  w h e n  I  a m  r e a l l y  

i n  c x i g e n c v .  I  d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  i t  w i s e  o r  p r u d e n t ,  n e v e r 
t h e l e s s ,  t.o f o r e g o  a n y  m e n t a l  e f f o r t ,  i n  s u p i n e  r e l i a n c e  
u p o n  s u c h  a c c e s s a r y  a i d .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a  s p e c i e s  o f  f o o l 
h a r d i n e s s ,  a n d  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  t e n d  t o  s h u t  a w a y  f r o m  m e  

t h e  v e r y  s u c c o u r  w h i c h  I  c o u n t e d  u p o n .

I  h a v e  n e v e r  j u d g e d  i t  o f  a u y  u t i l i t y  t o  i n s p e c t  c r i t i c a l l y  

f h o  m o o d s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  w r o u g h t  t h u s  b e n e f i c i a l l y ,  
b u t  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  w i s e r  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s u l t s  w i t h  a  m o d e s t  

d o c i l i t y .  O n o  i s  n e v e r  q u i t e  a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f  h i s  o w n  m i n d .  Y e t  s o  f a r  a s  I  r e m e m b e r ,  

t h e s e  p e c u l i a r  e x h i b i t i o n s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y ,  b u t  n o t  a l w a y s ,  
a c c o r d e d  w i t h  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  w h i c h  D r .  C a r p e n t e r  h a s  
m a d e .  T l i e v  h a r m o n i s e d  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  i d e a s  a n d  h a b i t s  
o f  t h i n k i n g .  T h e  r e a d i n e s s  a n d  s p o n t a n e i t y  s e e m e d  t o  
r e s u l t  f r o m  a  q u i c k  m e m o r y ,  w h i c h  w a s  r o u s e d  o u  t h e  
i n s t a n t .  T h e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  w o r d s  w h i c h  c a m e  t o  t h e  
m i n d ,  w e r e  v e r y  o f t e n  s h a p e d  a f t e r  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  
w h i c h  I  h a d  w r i t t e n  o r  u t t e r e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  a n d  f o r g o t t e n .  

. M o s t  p e r s o n s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e g a r d  t h e  m a t t e r  

a s  b e i u g  n o t h i n g  v e r y  w o n d e r f u l .

(To be continued.)

S omi; S p i i u t u a l  T i iu u u j it s  o f  C a u i .ylk  from h is  
“  N o te -H ook  ” g iv en  in Light nro w o r th y  o f  be ing  republished .  
T h e  Into venerab le  ph i losopher  seems to lmve lmd the  t ru e  
V e d a n t ic  r in g  in him. F o r  instance

“ You see two men frontin'; each other. (Jne sits dressed in 
rod cloth, the other stands dressed in threadbare blue. Tlio first 
says to the other, ‘Be hanged and anatomised !’ and it is forth
with put in execution, till Number Two is a skeleton. Whence
comes this ? Theso men have no hold of oach other ;
they ave not iu contact. Kach of I lie bailiffs is included in his 
own d'fii, not hooked to any ollici. The rtasou is, man is
spirit. I nvisible influences run through sucioly. and make it. a mys
terious whole full of life aiid inscrutable activity and capabilities. 
Our individual existence is mystery ; our social still more.
‘ N o t h i n g  cim  ac t  b u t  w h e r e  i t  is  !’ T r u e — if  y o u  w i l l — o n l y

where is it. ? Is not the distant, the dead, whom 1 love and sor
row for, iibrk, in the genuine spiritual sense, as really u.s the 
table I now write on? Space i.s a mode of our sense, so is time; 
(this I only half understand); •<« aro—we know not what--light 
sparkles floating in the ether of Divinity ! So that this .solid 
world after all is but an air imago, our mu i.s the only reality, 
and all is Godlike or (Jod.”
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T H E  W O R K  I N  C E Y L O N .

O u r  l a t e s t  a d v i c e s  f r o m  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  w e r e  f r o m  

B a t i m u l l e ,  a  s m a l l  h a m l e t  i n  t h e  C e y l o n  j u n g l e ,  s o m e  
t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  f r o m  G a l l e .  H e  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  h i s . t r a v e l l -  

i n g - c a r t — t h a t  i n g e n i o u s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  w h i c h  e x c i t e s  
t h e  w o n d e r  o f  t h e  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  n a t i v e s .  A t  W a l l a w e ,  
w h e r e  h e  l e c t u r e d  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e ,  h e  w a s  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  
t o  t h e  j u n g l y  r e t r e a t s  o f  t h e  w i l d  e l e p h a n t ,  c h e e t a  a n d  
w i l d  b o a r ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  m o l e s t e d .  H e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
c o u n t r y  a s  c h a r m i n g  i u  a n  a r t i s t i c  s e n s e ,  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  
c o m p r i s i n g  w o o d e d  h i l l s ,  a  w i n d i n g  v a l l e y  p f  p a d d y - f i e l d s ,  
a n d  a  t r o p i c a l  l u x u r i a n c e  o l  v e g e t a b l e  f o r m s  a n d  t i n t s  
m e e t i n g  t h e  e y e  a t  e v e r y  s i d e .  T h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  
a l l  C e y l o n  h i t h e r t o  v i s i t e d ,  i s  p a r a d i s a i c a l l y  v e r d a n t  a n d  

r e f r e s h i n g  t o  t h e  s i g h t ,  a  l a n d  o f  p e r p e t u a l  s p r i n g ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  o f  s u m m e r ,  f o r  t l i e  t e m p e r a t u r e  s t a n d s  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  
a b o u t  8 1 °  F a l l ,  t h e  y e a r  r o u n d .  O u r  c o l l e a g u e  h a s  m o r e  
t h a n  o n c e  h i s  r e g r e t ,  t h a t  o u r  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  
W e s t  c o u l d  n o t  d r o p  i n  u p o n  h i m  a n y  d a y  w h e n  h i s  l e c t u r e  
i s  b e i n g  g i v e n ,  a n d  w i t n e s s  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  s c e n e .  U s u a l l y  
h e  s p e a k s  i n s i d e  t h e  p r e c i n c t s  o f  t e m p l e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  l i a v o  
p r e p a r e d  a  pandal,  o r  p r e a c h i n g  s t a n d ,  m a d e  o f  a  f r a m e 
w o r k  o f  u n d r e s s e d  a r e e a n - p a l m  t i m b e r ,  w i t h  a  t h a t c h i n g  o f  
p a l m - l e a v e s ,  a n d  d e c o r a t i o n s  o f  f l o w e r s ,  c l u s t e r s  o f  y o u n g  
k i n g - c o c o a n u t s  ( c o l o u r ,  a  m i x t u r e  o f  c r e a m  a n d  u m b e r  s h a d 
i n g  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r ) ,  H a g s  a n d  g a y  c l o t h s ; o r  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  

dliarmasala ( p r e a c h i n g - h a l l ) ,  i f  t h e r e  h e  o n e .  A  p r o 
c e s s i o n  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  f l a g s ,  t o m - t o m  a n d  p i p e - p l a y e r s ,  
c o s t u m e d  s w o r d  a n d  s m a l l - s t i e k  d a n c e r s ,  a n d  Yakdeherullc 
— d e v i l - d a n c e r s  w e a r i n g  h u g e  g r o t e s q u e  m a s k s  a n d  f a n 
t a s t i c a l  c o s t u m e s — m e e t  h i m  a  m i l e  o r  s o  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  
a n d  e s c o r t  h i m  t o  t h e  t e m p l e  o r  o t h e r  l e c t u r i n g  p l a c e .  T h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g ,  i n  o r d e r ,  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  “ t a k i n g  o f  P a n s i l , ” o r  
r e c i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i v e  o b l i g a t i o n s  t h a t  e v e r y  B u d d h i s t  t a k e s  
u p o n  h i m s e l f ,  viz., t o  a b s t a i n  f r o m  t a k i n g  l i f e ,  f r o m  s t e a l 
i n g ,  f r o m  u n l a w f u l  s e n s u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  f r o m  f a l s e h o o d ,  
a n d  f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  b e v e r a g e s  a n d  s t u p e f y i n g  
d r u g s .  T h e  p r i e s t  i n t o n e s  t h e  w o r d s  i n  P a l i ,  a n d  t h o  
p e o p l e  r e p e a t  e a c h  p l e d g e  i n  c o n c e r t .  N e x t  c o m e s  a  
b r i e f  a d d r e s s  f r o m  t h e  s e n i o r  p r i e s t ,  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  
p e o p l e  t o  s u p p o r t  C o l o n e l  O l e o t t ’s  o b j e c t .  T h e n  t h e

l e c t u r e  b y  t h o  C o l o n e l ,  w h i c h  i s  s p o k e n  ex-tempore a n d  
w i t h o u t  n o t e s ,  a n d  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  s e n t e n c e  b y  s e n t e n c e ,  i n t o  
t h e  S i n h a l e s e  l a n g u a g e .  A  p r i n t e d  b l a n k  f o r m  i s  t h e n  l a i d  
u p o n  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  t h o s e ,  w h o  w i s h  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  F u n d  f o r  f o u n d i n g  s c h o o l s  a n d  p r i n t i n g  a n d  
c i r c u l a t i n g  B u d d h i s t i c  b o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  l i t e r a r y  m a t t e r ,  
c o m e  f o r w a r d ,  a n d  t h e i r  n a m e s  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  

i n  t h e  w e e k l y  v e r n a c u l a r  j o u r n a l — t h e  Sarasavi Sandaresa 
— w h i c h  i s  i s s u e d  a t  C o l o m b o  b y  o u r  l o c a l  B r a n c h  a t  t h a t  
p l a c e .  T h e  a g g r e g a t e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i s  o f t e n ,  t h o u g h  n o t  
a l w a y s ,  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a s  h i g h  a s  
R s .  2 , 0 0 0  i n  o n e  d a y ,  a n d  a s  l o w  a s  R s  5 ,  a l l  d e p e n d i n g  
u p o n  t h o  c o m p a r a t i v e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
s h o w n  b y  t h o  s e n i o r  p r i e s t ,  a n d  t h e  p a i n s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  
v i l l a g e  h e a d m e n  t o  c a n v a s s  f r o m  h o u s e  t o  h o u s e  b e f o r e  
t h e  C o l o n e l ’s  a r r i v a l .  T h e  w o n d e r  o f  w o n d e r s  t o  t l i e i h o s t  
i n t e l l i g e n t  a m o n g  o u r  S i n h a l e s e  c o l l e a g u e s  i s  t h a t  C o l o n e l  

O l c o t t  i s  a b l e  t o  c o l l e c t  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  f o r  s o  h i g h  a n  o b j e c t  
a s  n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  r e f o r m ,  f r o m  a  p e o p l e  
s o  i l l i t e r a t e  i n  t h e  m a s s  a n d  s o  u t t e r l y  u n a c c u s t o m e d  t o  
t h i s  s o r t  o f  u n s e l f i s h  c o m b i n a t i o n .  M r .  G o o n e r a t n e ,  t h e  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  G a l l e  M u d a l i y a r o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’s  G a t e ,  s a y s  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  m a n  i n  a l l  C e y l o n ,  n a t i v e  o r  E u r o p e a n ,  
w h o  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  t o  s u b s c r i b e  o n e - t e n t h  p a r t  
o f  w h a t  t h e y  a i e  g i v i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ’s  

a p p e a l s .  T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  p e o p l e  i s  s t r i k i n g  
t o  W e s t e r n  e y e s .  T h e y  a r e  o f  a  b r o w n  c o l o u r  l i k e  t h e  
H i n d u s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  p a r e n t  s t o c k  ; o f  g o o d  s t a t u r e ; a n d  
o f t e n  h a n d s o m e — t h o  w o m e n  f r e q u e n t l y  v e r y  p r e t t y .  O u t 
s i d e  t h e  t o w n s  t h e  m e n  w e a r  n o  c l o t h i n g  e x c e p t  a  c l o t h  
(sarama) e n w r a p p e d  a b o u t  t h e  l o w e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  
a n d  c o n f i n e d  b y  a  b e l t  o r  w a i s t - s t r i n g ; t h e i r  h a i r  i s  w o r n  
l o n g ,  t w i s t e d  i n t o  a  “ G r e c i a n - k n o t ” a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  
h e a d  ; a n d  a  “ r o u n d "  c o m b ,  s u c h  a s  s c h o o l - g i r l s  w e a r ,  i s  
w o r n .  T h e  w o m e n  h a v e ,  b e s i d e  t h e  c l o t h ,  a  D u t c h  s h o r t - 

j a c k e t ,  o r  s p e n c e r  o f  w h i t e  c a l i c o  o r  m u s l i n ,  a n d  l o n g  p i n s  
t h r u s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  k n o t  o f  t h e i r  h a i r .  B o t l i  s e x e s ,  a s  a  
r u l e ,  a r e  b a r e f o o t .

O n  t h e  3 r d  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  s e t s  o f  t r u s t - d e e d s  b y  
w h i c h  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,  a s  p r i n c i p a l  c r e a t o r  o f  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  
N a t i o n a l  B u d d h i s t i c  F u n d ,  o r g a n i z e d  n B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s



a n d  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t .  B o a r d  o f  M a n a g e r s  o f  t l i c  T r u s t . ,  i n  t in ;  

S o u t h e r n  P r o v i n c e  ot' C e y l o n ,  w e r e  s i g n e d ,  s e a l e d  a n d  

r e c o r d e d  i n  t l i c  R e g i s t r a r ’s  O f f i c e  n t  G a l l e .  O n  t h e  s a m e  

d a y ,  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  T r u s t e r s ,  

t h e  e n t i r e  s u m  a m o u n t i n g ’ t o  a b o u t  R s .  f l , 0 0 0 ,  h e  h a s  

c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P r o v i n c e  t h u s  f a r ;  n n d  a l l  

m o n i e s  t h e n c e f o r t h  c o l l e c t e d  w i l l  b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e i r  

j o i n t  n a m e s ,

T H E  C O L O M B O  B R A N C H .

L i f e  l i a s  b e e n  i n f u s e d  i n t o  t h e  b r a n c h  b y  t h e  v i s i t  o f  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r .  T h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  v a r i o u s l y  

o c c u p i c d  in  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  u n p a i d  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  F u n d  c o l l e c t e d  b y  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  

P r o v i n c e  l a s t  y e a r ,  i n  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  n e w  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ,  

a t  w h i c h  t h e  Sandciresa n e w s p a p e r  a n d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  t r a c t s  

a n d  p a m p h l e t s  a r c  t o  b e  p r i n t e d  ; a n d  o t h e r  g o o d  w o r k s .  

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  M r .  A n d r e w  P e r e i r a . ,  a n d  n e w  S e c r e t a r y ,  

M r .  C .  ,P. G o o n c w a r d e n e ,  a, m o s t  e s t i m a b l e  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c  

g e n t l e m a n  a n d  a  t r u e  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  w i t h  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  

o f  o t h e r  m e m b e r s ,  a r e  d o in g -  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ,  t o  m a k e  

t h e  B r a n c h  g i v e  a  g o o d  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s e l f  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  

y e a r .

G A L L E  T H E O S O P H I C A L - B U D D H T S T  S C H O O L .

(FOR PUISLIC INFORMATION).

( 1 )  “ T h e  T t i e o s o i ’I i i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  G a l l e ” w i l l ,  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  l o c a l  d e m a n d s ,  o p e n  o n  t h e  1 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r  

i n s t a n t ,  a n  English School, ( w i t h  V e r n a c u l a r  I n s t r u c t i o n )  

a t  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  O f f i c e ,  w h i c h  i s  h e l d  i n  th e .  l a r g e  u p s t a i r  

s e a - v i e w  b u i l d i n g  a t  P e t t i g a l a w a t t a ,  G a l l e .

( 2) T h i s  S c h o o l  s h a l l  b e  o p e n e d  i n  s t r i c t  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  S c h o o l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  m a n a g e d  d i r e c t l y  

b y  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t a u g h t  b y  a  s t a f f  o f  e f f i c i e n t  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  T e a c h e r s .

(•>) S u b j e c t s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  a r c  t h o s e  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  E x a m i n a t i o n s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r e p a r e  c a n d i d a t e s  

i n  d u e  c o u r s e .

( 4 )  T h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f f e r s  a  s o u n d  s e c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n  

i n  E n g l i s h ,  S i n h a l e s e ,  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  & c . ,  t o  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  

n a t i o n s  a n d  c r e e d s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  s c h o o l  

p u p i l s  w h o ,  b y  a t t e n d i n g  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  p r o s e c u t e  s t u d i e s  

p a r t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e .

( i i )  S c h o o l  f e e s  w i l l  b e  d e m a n d e d  o n l y  f r o m  s u c h  b o y s  

a s  c a n  p a y  ; a n d  a l l  o r p h a n s  a n d  r e a l l y  p o o r  c h i l d r e n ,  a r e  

t a u g h t  f r e e .

F o l l o w i n g  a r c  t h e  c h a r g e s  o f  m o n t h l y  f e e s  f o r  V I .  a n d  

V .  S t a n d a r d s  a t  5 0  c e n t s ;  I V .  a n d  I I I .  S t a n d a r d s  a t  3 0  

c e n t s ;  a n d  I I .  a n d  I .  S t a n d a r d s  a t  2 5  c e n t s  e a c h .

No fees whatever will he exacted for this year from all 
jmpils entering this School before the close of the current 
month.

G .  C .  A .  J a y a s e k a r a , 

President, Theosophical Society.

G a l l e ,  1 s t  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 0 .

“ B R A N D S  P L U C K E D  F R O M  T I I E  B U R N I N G ”.

Statement, showing the number o f Boys in the Theo.iophioal Society's 
B n d d h is t H igh School at O'olte, adm itted  during  the fir s t month.

From what School. VI.
v -

IV. lit. II. I.

; 
1 

To
tal

 j

Remark.1'.

Gallo Ccntrnl ... 1 i 1 1 1 0 Government.

Mt. CVilvnrv............. 2 7 S 0 8 31 62 Uonmn Catholic.

Richmond Hill ... 3 o 1 8 13 28 Wesleyfiu.

Rounn Vi.stn ............. 1 ■t 1 1 •1 14 25 Churcli of Engl.i nd

Mazalla ............. 2 0 0 6 31 •13 Wesleyan.

Dnnzcrinra ............. ... 1 8 9 r.mklliist.

M nterembo............ 1 s) 6 WeBleynn.

Mnkitluwa _ ... ...
China garden ... .. 1 1 Buddhist;.

Totno-ada M> ... 1 ... 3 4 Wesleyan.

Pilame ... ... ... ... 1 ... I 1

Miliddmvn ... >ti 2 o 2

Wnlnhnnduwn... ... ... 1 0 1-1 21 Wesleytin.

Tnlpo ... ... t>- ... 1 1 o

Tloromhorc ... ... ... OO 3 3
Ruddhist-- TemplcM ... .. SO 90

Out>stations ... 1 .. 1 1 3

T o t a Ij................... 17 Ji) 14 218 305

E d . N o t e . — A m i  now, liow do tlic M issionaries o f  var ious 
C h r i s t in a  seels l ike to tiiul tlie above Official S ta tem en t  bended
“  R lM N P S  I’LL’CKHI) l1'! OM TIIH li UltN INT.,” IIS I llOJ often liend 
tl ie ir  s in ten ien ts  sh o w in g  l.lie n u m b er  o f  lienlhen children  and 
ad u lts  converted  b}’ tin ni ? F o r ,  i f  they  linvo the right. (o i-o 
reg ard  t lie ir  ('(inverts, llie B u d d h is t s  and the H in d u s  h a v e  a fnr 
b e t t e r  right. lo r e tu r n  the compliment.,  considering  they  nre  in 
tlie ir  ow n un l ive  c o u n try  nnd that, they  never would go ou t  o f  
the i r  way to t rave l  to  C h r is t ia n  Iri kIs to jireiich th e i r  religion.

Om.

“ O U R  A R Y A N  F O R E F A T H E R S ’ S O C I E T Y ” 

( T I N N E V E L L Y ) .

“ jVa cha Vidya, Samo Band huh’’

( I n a u g u r a t e d  o n  t h e  0 0 t h  o f  V a i s a k a ,  C h a i t r a b h a m ,  K a l i  

E r a  4 9 8 1 — c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  1 1 t h  J u n e ,  . 1 8 8 2 ) .

T h e  f o r m a l  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  S o c i e t y  w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  
a t  t h e  H i n d u  C o l l e g e ,  V i r a r a g h a v a p u r a . i n — t h e  v e r y  p l a c e  

w h e r e  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  d e l i v e r e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  t o  a  l a r g e  H i n d u  
a i i d i c u c c ,  h i s  e l a b o r a t e  a n d  a d m i r a b l e  l e c t u r e  o n  “ T h e  
C i v i l i z a t i o n  t h a t  I n d i a  N e e d s . ” M.R.Ry. S .  R a m a s w a m i e r ,  
B . A . ,  F . T . S . ,  D i s t r i c t  R e g i s t r a r ,  w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  v o t e d  t o  t h e  

c h a i r .  A f t e r  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  a s  p u b l i s h e d  o n  
p a g e  4  o f  t h e  S upplem ent  t o  t h e  J u l y  N u m b e r  o f  V o l .  I I I .  
o f  f h e  T heosophist, w e r e  r e a d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  M.R.Ry. 
S .  N a r a y a n a s n m i  I y e r  A v e r g a l ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  g a v e  a  
f i n e  a d d r e s s .  A  m o s t  a b l e  a n d  e x h a u s t i v e  i n a u g u r a l  
a d d r e s s  b y  t h e  C h a i r m a n  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  

d a y .

T h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  g a v e  a n  i m p e t u s  t o  t h e  f o r m a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  m a y  b e  t h u s  s u m m a r i s e d  :—

T h e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w i t h  g r e a t  e a g e r n e s s  a s  
t o  t h e  b e s t  w a y  o f  m a n i f e s t i n g  t l i e i r  s j m p a t b y  w i t h  t b e  
o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e i r  s i n c e r e  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n c e r e  a n d  u n s e l f i s h  
e f f o r t s  e v i n c e d  b y  i t s  t w o  F o u n d e r s ,  e v e r  s i n c o  t b e i r  a d v e n t ,  
t o  t h i s  l a n d  o f  t h e  A r y a s .  W e  h a d  a l s o  t o  v i n d i c a t e  t h e



m e m o r y  o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s — t h o s e  s a g e s  w h o ,  i n  t l i e  h o a r y  

p a s t  w h e n  other c o u n t r i e s  w e r e  o n l y  a b o u t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  n a y ,  w h e n  v e r y  f e w ,  i f  a n y ,  b e 
s i d e s  A r y a v a r t a ,  h a d  t h e  l e a s t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a n y t h i n g  

a p p r o a c h i n g  tho true type of civilization— h a d  m a d e  t h e m 
s e l v e s  a n  e v e r  g l o r i o u s  n a m e  a n d  f a m e  b y  t h e i r  p r o f o u n d  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  S c i e n c e s ,  A r t s  a n d  R e l i g i o n .  I n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  
s o c i a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e y  

h a d  a t t a i n e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  i d e a l  o f  p e r f e c t i o n — w i t h  v e r y  f e w  
e q u a l ,  a n d  n o n e  s u p e r i o r ,  t o  t h e m .  W l m t ,  t h e  m o d e r n s  

b o a s t  o f  a s  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  i n v e n t i o n s  i n  a r t s  

a n d  s c i e n c e s ,  a r e  b u t  r e - d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  

w h a t  w a s  k n o w n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  o f  o l d  e v e n  t o  t h e  

l o w e s t  chandala. A n d  w h a t  a r e  w e  b u t  t h e  d e g r a d e d  s o n s  

o f  a  o n c o  n o b l e  a n d  w o r l d - c i v i l i z i n g  n a t i o n  ! E v e n  i n  
t h i s  Kali Yiiga c a n  y e t  b e  f o u n d ,  i n  t h e  c a v e s  a m i  
s o l i t u d e s  o f  m o u n t a i n s ,  a n d  f o r e s t s ,  s o m e  f e w  r e m n a n t s  
o f  t h o s e  g r e a t  m e n ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n s  o f  Y o g i s .  
B u t  e v e n  t h e s e  r a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M i g h t y  
P a s t  p u r p o s e l y  a n d  s t u d i o u s l y ,  t h o u g h  f o r  n o  r e a s o n  o f  

j e a l o u s y ,  k e e p  t h e m s e l v e s  e n t i r e l y  a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  p r o f a n e .  
F o r ,  t h i s  o u r  a g e — o n e  s o - c a l l e d  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a c u t e n e s s  a n d  
s w e e p i n g  n e g a t i o n — is  a n  a g e  w h e n  o u r  v e r y  s e n s e s  a r e  

d o u b t e d ,  a n d  sight i t s e l f  i s  o f t e n  l o o k e d  u p o n  a.s g u i l t y  o f  
o p t i c a l  d e l u s i o n .  B u t  t h e  h a p p y ,  d e s e r v i n g  f e w  a r e  n o t  
r e f u s e d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s e c r e t  s a n c t i f i e d  
l o r e ,  w h e n  i n d e f a t i g a b l y  s o u g h t .  T h e  c a u s e  w h y  s u c h  
f a v o u r s  a r e  s o  r a r e l y  s h o w n  b y  o u r  a d e p t s ,  i s  n o t  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  n o  m o r e  h o l y  o r  g r e a t  Y o g i s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o  
v e r y  f e w  m e n  w o r t h y  o f  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  f a v o u r s ,  t h a n  
w h i c h ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  h i g h e r  f o r  o n o  w h o  k n o w s  w h a t  t h e y  

c o n f e r .

T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  “ W e s t e r n  Civilization” i s  b u t  a  r a p i d  

r e c e d i n g  t o  t h o s e  d a y s ,  w h e n ,  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h e  a p e x  

o f  i t s  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  o u r  c o u n t r y  w a s  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a l l  t h e  
n a t i o n s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r g o i n g  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
d e g e n e r a t i o n  f o r  m a n y  c e n t u r i e s ,  a u d  n o w  t h a t  t h e  a p e x  o f  

t h e  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  r o t t e n n e s s  i s  a l m o s t  r e a c h e d ,  
w e  m u s t  n o t  a l l o w '  i t  t o  g o  a n y  f u r t h e r .  T h e  d w a r f e d  a n d  

d e g e n e r a t e  s o n s  o f  A r y a v a r t a  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  
p l i a s i s  o f  d e g r a d a t i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  e v e n  g o n e  t o  t h e  

l e n g t h  o f  a d o p t i n g  E u r o p e a n  d r e s s  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  w e l l -  
a d a p t e d ,  s i m p l e  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t  n a t i o n a l  c l o t h i n g  o f  t h e i r  
f o r e f a t h e r s .  T h e y  h a v e  t a k e n  t o  s t r o n g  E u r o p e a n  d r i n k s  
i n s t e a d  o f  w a t e r ,  t h o  p l a i n  d r i n k  o f  n a t u r e .  T h e y  a r e  
n o w  a s s u m i n g  a n  a f f e c t e d ,  h a u g h t y ,  c a r e l e s s  d e m e a n o u r ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e i r  w o n t e d  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  
m o d e s t y .  T h e  s a c r e d  V e d a s  a r e  n o w  s p o k e n  o f  a s  tush and 
nonsense. I s  t h i s  d e p l o r a b l e  a n d  m o r t i f y i n g  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  
t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  ? S h o u l d  A r y a r v a r t a  s t i l l  g o  
o n  b e w a i l i n g  i n  s e c r e t  h e r  l o s t  g r a n d e u r  ? L e t  u s  n o t  b e  
c o w e d  d o w n  o r  d a u n t e d  b y  a n y  o b s t a c l e s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  m a y  

s t i l l  b e  f o u n d  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  s o m e  M a h a t m a s  
w h o  m a y  i n s p i r e  h e r  s o n s  t o  h a s t e n  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e i r  
d y i n g  m o t h e r l a n d  !

W h e n  a  t r u e  p a t r i o t i c  s p i r i t  m o v e s  u s  ; w h e n  w e  g e t  t h e  

f i r m  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  g o  d e e p  i n t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t l i e  a n c i e n t s ,  t o  n o t i c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  d e g r a d e d  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  r e s o l v e  t o  s p a r e  n o  

e f f o r t s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  a  r e v i v a l  o f  h e r  g l o r y  ; w h e n  
s u c h  a  f e e l i n g  t a k e s  a  f i r m  h o l d  o f  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a  n a t i o n ,  i t s  
r e g e n e r a t i o n  m a y  i n v a r i a b l y  b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e g u n .  T h e  
a d v e n t  o f  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  l a i d  t h i s  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e .  I m p e l l e d  
b y  c e r t a i n  M a  HATH As,  t h e  t w o  F o u n d e r s  o f  t h a t  S o c i e t y  
h a v e  s e t  o u t  o u  t h e i r  a r d u o u s  a n d  h e r o i c  t a s k .  T h e y  
p r e a c h  n o  n e w  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e y  f a v o u r  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  c r e e d ,  
n o r  d o  t h e y  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  r e m o t e s t  i d e a  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  
a n y  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n s .  T h e i r  m i s s o n  i s  s i m p l y  t o  
s h o w  t h a t  110 r e l i g i o n  i s  u t t e r l y  d e v o i d  o f  t r u t h s ,  a n d  t h a t  
o u r s  e s p e c i a l l y  t e e m s  w i t h  p r o f o u n d  v e r i t i e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
h i d d e n ,  a s  t h e y  m a y  b e  f r o m  s k i m m i n g  b i g o t r y ,  i n t o l e r a n c e  
a n d  h y p o c r i s y  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  e t e r n a l  t r u t h s  u n d e r l i e  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  m a n y  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  
c o n f l i c t i n g ,  a s  t h e y  a u d  t h e i r  e x t e r n a l  r i t e s  a n d  o b s e r v a n c e s  

m a y  b e .  A m i d s t  o u r  d i s g r a c e f u l  a n d  p e t t y  s e c t a r i a n

s q u a b b l e s ,  w e  a r e  l o s i n g  s i g h t  o f  t h e  g r a n d  c o m m o n  c a u s e  
o f  N a t i o n a l  A d v a n c e m e n t .  I t  i s  o n  t h e  c o m m o n  p l a t f o r m  o f  

“ T h e o s o p h y ” o n l y ,  t h a t  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e i n g  m i n i m i s e d ,  
w e  c a n ,  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  f a i l u r e ,  j o i n t l y  w o r k  f o r  o u r  m u t u a l  
b e n e f i t  a n d  h a p p i n e s s .  T h e  t w o  F o u n d e r s  d o  n o t  c l a i m  
e i t h e r  s u p e r h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e ,  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  s o r c e r y ,  
o r  i n  s p i r i t u a l  p h e n o m e n a .  T h e y  d o  n o t  p r o f e s s  t o  l e a d  
t h e i r  b e l i e v e r s  o n  t o  t h e  p a t h s  o f H e a v e n  o f  i n n o c e n t  b l i s s  a n t i  

h a r p - p l a y i n g .  N o r  d o  t h e y  t h r e a t e n  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  w i t h  
t h e  r e v e n g e  o f  a  t y r a n n i c a l  a n d  b l o o d - t h i r s t y  d e i t y  t h a t  

c a n  d o o m  t h e m  a t  h i s  w i l l  a n d  p l e a s u r e  t o  a n  e t e r n a l  H e l l .  

T h e y  s i m p l y  s h o w  u s  t h e  w a y  t h a t  w i l l ,  i f  w e  a c c e p t  i t ,  l e a d  

t o  o u r  r e g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  m a t e r i a l  a d v a n c e m e n t .©
A s  t h e s e  t w o  n o b l e  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  

g i v e  a  s t r o n g  h e l p i n g  h a n d  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t o r n  t o  s h r e d s  b y  t h e  c u n n i n g  
m i s c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  z e a l o u s  

a n d  d e e p  C h r i s t i a n  P a d r i s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  s p a r e d  n o  p a i n s  t o  
m i s r e p r e s e n t  a n d  l o w e r  t h e m  i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  t l i e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  f o l l o w e r s .  B u t ,  t h e s e  c h a r g e s  w e r e ,  o n e  a n d  a l l ,  
p r o v e d  t o  b e  f a l s e  a n d  g r o u n d l e s s .  T h e  t h a n k s  o l  t h e  

s y m p a t h i s e r s  w i t h  t h e  t w o  F o u n d e r s  a r e  l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  
t h e i r  l i n e o n s c i e n t i o u s  c r i t i c s ;  for ,  h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  i o r  t h e  
d i r e c t  a n d  u t t e r l y  f a l s e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  

a n d  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  F o u n d e r s  h e l d  i n  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  r e a l  f a c t s  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  

m a d e  s o  p u b l i c .

“ T h e  w h o l e  T r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  
i t s  F o u n d e r s ” i s  n o w  s o  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k 
i n g  a n d  r i g h t - m i n d e d  H i n d u s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  b e  
i m p o s e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  d i s s i m u l a t i n g  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h e  
N a z a r e n c  P r o p h e t ' s  c r e e d .  B u t  s o m e  o t  t h o s e  y e t ,  w h o  d o  
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  E n g l i s h ,  a r e  s t i l l  l a b o u r i n g  u n d e r  m i s 
c o n c e p t i o n s ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  t o t a l l y  
i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  r e a l  

g o o d  i t s  F o u n d e r s  a r e  d o i n g  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y .

I t  i s  c h i e f l y  f o r  t h e  w i d e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ’s  r e s e a r c h e s ,  a n d  t h e  v i n d i c a t i o n  

o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s ’ c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  “ O u r  A r y a n  F o r e f a t h e r s ’ 
S o c i e t y ” w a s  f o r m e d .  O u r  o t h e r  m o t i v e s ,  a s  i m p o r t a n t  

a s  t h e  a f o r e s a i d ,  w i l l  b e  m o r e  f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  a  
p e r u s a l  o f  t h e  m o t t o  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  

a l r e a d y  a n n o u n c e d .

L i k e  a l l  o t h e r  g o o d  u n d e r t a k i n g s ,  o u r s  h a s  n o t  r e m a i n e d  
f r e e  f r o m  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  d e c r y i n g  a n d  e v e r - d i s p a r a g i n g  
e n e m i e s .  W c  w e r e  n o t  s p a r e d  o u r  s h a r e  o f  s c a n d a l o u s  
a n d  u n d e s e r v e d  r e p r o a c h  a n d  o b l o q u y .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  
h e r e  t h a t  t h o s e ,  w i t h  w h o s e  f e e l i n g s  o n r  o b j e c t s  d i d .  n o t  
h a r m o n i s e ,  w e r e  n o t  s l o w  i n  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  o u r  a t t e m p t  
w a s  U t o p i a n ,  a u d  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  c h i l d i s h  d r e a m .

A  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  M i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  

i n  I n d i a  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  T i n n e v e l l y  D i s t r i c t  h a s  
s u p p l i e d  m o r e  c o n v e r t s  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  p l a c e  in  I n d i a .  A. 
f u r t h e r  c a r e f u l  e n q u i r y  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  s o  n i c k - n a m e d  
helly Christians a r e  a l l  f o u n d  a m o n g  t h e  illiterate Sudras, 
t h e  t o d d y - d r a w e r s ,  a n d  P a r i a h s  ( o r i g i n a l l y  s l a v e s ) ,  a n d  

t h a t  t h e s e  f o r m  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y .  T h i s  m u s t  n a t u r a l l y  
l e a d  t o  t h e  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  M i s s i o n a r i e s  i n v a r i a b l y  
e n t r a p  t h e  m o s t  i g n o r a n t  a n d  u n c u l t u r e d  c l a s s e s  a s  t h e  
e a s i e s t  a n d  f i t t e s t  v i c t i m s  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  w o r k  

m i s c h i e f  m o s t ,  e f f e c t u a l l y ;  t h e  r e s u l t  v a r y i n g  a c c o r d 
i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  
s o  c a u g h t  i n  t h e i r  s n a r e .  T l i e  i l l i t e r a t e  b e c o m e s  
a c t u a l l y  c o n v e r t e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  e d u c a t e d  H i n d u  
y o u t h  i s  m a d e  t o  o f t e n  l o s e  b e l i e f  i u  h i s  o w n  
r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  t h e  o r t h o d o x  i s  m i s i n f o r m e d .  T h e s e  P a d r i s  
a i m  a t  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  e r a d i c a t i n g  o u r  s o c i a l  a n d  
r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b y  s o w i n g  d i s c o r d  a m o n g  o u r s e l v e s .  
S u c h  o f  o u r  m e n  a s  a r e  d e s e r t e r s  t o  W e s t e r n  i n f l u e n c e  a r c  
m o r e  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  o u r  v i e w s  t h a n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  

t h e m s e l v e s .
A m o n g  m e n  o f  t h i s  c l a s s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  k n o w  E n g l i s h ,  

a r e ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
n o w  g a i n i n g  b e l i e f  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  
p r e c i o u s  t r u t h s  i m b e d d e d  i n  o u r  s c r i p t u r e s .  B u t  t h e



o r t h o d o x ,  avIio a r e  j e a l o u s  o f  a l l  w h o  d o  no t .  b e l o n g  t o  
t h e i r  c l a s s ,  a r o  f a r  f r o m  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  th o ,  e s o t e r i c  t r u t h s  
i n  t h o  V e d a s  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t l i o  s o - c a l l e d  Mien- 
chchhas, w h i l e  a n y  a m o u n t  o f  l a b o u r  t o  c o n v i n c e  
t h e m  b y  m e r e  w o r d s — t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s  
a c t u a l l y  w o r k i n g  f o r  o u r  g o o d — i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  f u t i l e .  I t  
i s  f o r  t h e m  t h a t  o u r  a t t e m p t s  a t  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c a 
t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  p a m p h l e t s  a n d  t r a c t s ,  a r e  i n t e n d e d .  .

A l t h o u g h  o n r  o b j e c t s  m a y  seem i m p o s s i b l e  o f  r e a l i s a t i o n  
a t  t h e  l i r s t  g l a n c e ,  w e  a r e  n o t  l a c k i n g  i n  c o u r a g e  t o  w o r k  
f o r  t h e i r  a t t a i n m e n t ; for ,  t h e  T h c o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  

s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  “ N o t h i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  

u n d e r  t h e  S u n , ” i f  o n l y  s o u g h t  f o r  in  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  
T h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s  t h e  o n e  t l i a t  l i a s  b e e n  a n d  m a y  f r o m  

t i m e  t o  t i m e  b e  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  
a n d  i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  b o d i e s .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  o n r  S o c i e t y ,  b e g  t o  s t a t e  
t h a t  o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n  c a n n o t  b u t  p r o s p e r  n n d e r  t h e  

s y m p a t h y  a n d  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  and 
all the right-minded JJindus, N a m a s t o .

T .  S .  V .  M ,  0 .  A .  T .  S .

H Y M N  TO B E  AMU.

]

T h e  m i s t  w h i c h  h i d  E t e r n i t y  f r o m  s i g h t  
O f  i t s  o w n  s h a d o w ,  w h i c h  w a s  l i k e  a  v e i l  

T h e  m o r n i n g  c l o u d s  Aveave f r o m  t h e  b e a m s  o f  l i g h t ,  
R o l l e d  s l o w  a w a y ,  A v h e n  f r o m  t h e  f a r t h e s t  p a l o  

O f  t h i n g s  w h i c h  l o n g  h a d  v a n i s h e d  i n t o  n o u g h t ,
I  s p r a n g  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  l i k e  a  t h o u g h t  I

A n d  w i t h  m e  s p r a n g  a l l  t h a t  h a s  l i f e  f r o m  l i f e  :
F o r  a  s t r a n g e  l o n g i n g  s e i z e d  u p o n  m y  b r a i n ,

A  p a s s i o n  l i k e  t h e  p o e t ’s, w h e n  t h e  s t r i f e
O f  r u s h i n g  t h o u g h t s  e x h a u s t s  h i m  w i t h  t h e i r  p a i n .  

P a n t i n g  I  g a s p e d  f o r  b r e a t h ,  a n d  i n  t h a t  p a u s e ,
T h e  u n i v e r s e  r e c e i v e d  i t s  c h a n g e l e s s  l a w s  !

:!

A n d  i n  t h a t  p a u s e  I  b u r s t  t h e  c h r y s a l i s ,
W h i c h  l o c k e d  m y  b e i n g ,  n s  c l o u d s  l o c k  t h e  d e w ,

A n  J a s  t h e  d e w  d o e s  w i t h  a  t e a r f u l  k i s s
F i l l  t h e  e a r t h ’s  h e a r t  w i t h  s o f t n e s s ,  a n d  r e n e w  

H e r  f l o w e r s ’ b l u s h e s ,  s o  m y  s p i r i t  f e l l  
U p o n  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  a  r e v i v i n g  s p e l l  !
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S t a r s ,  s u n s  a n d  p l a n e t s  o p e ’d t h e i r  d r e a m - d a z e d  v i s i o n ,  
U n t o  t h ’ a w a k e n i n g  l i g h t ,  i n  s o l e m n  w o n d e r ;

T h e  c a p t i v e  w i n d s  r u s h e d  f r o m  t l i e i r  a i r - b o u n d  p r i s o n ,  
T o  m e e t  t h e  s e a - w a v e s  Avhic.h l e a p e d  u p  i n  t h u n d e r ;  

E a r t h  a n d  t h e  o c e a n  h e a v e d  w i t h  l i f e  n e w - b o r n ,
W i t h  t h e  n e w  d a w n  o f  a  G r e a t  C y c l e ’s  m o r n  !

A n t i  a s  t h e  n i o u n t a i n - s n o w s  p e r p e t u a l l y ,
A l l u r e d  b y  t h e  s u n ’s  a r d o u r ,  w i n d  t h e i r  w a y ,  

T h r o u g h  s t r e a m s  a n d  r i v e r s ,  t o  t h e  f a r t h e s t  s e a ,
T i l l  t h e  s a m e  p o w e r ,  w h i c h  l e d  t h e i r  s t e p s  a s t r a y .  

D r y  u p  t h e i r  f a l l i n g  t e a r s ,  a n d  s o  r e s t o r e  
T h e  c r r a n t s ,  h e a r t - w h o l e ,  t o  t h e i r  h o m e s  o n c c  m o r e  :

G

E ’e n  t h u s ,  d i s s o l v e d  b y  L o v e  D i v i n e ,  m y  s p i r i t  
F l o w e d ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  N a t u r e ’s  h e a r t ; a n d  s h e  

F o r t h w i t h  b e c a m e  l i k o  w h a t  s h e  d i d  i n h e r i t ,  
I m m o r t a l  a n d  e n d u r i n g  e ’e n  l i k e  m o  I 

A n d  f r o m  h e r  I  r e c e i v e d  w h a t  I  h a d  g i v e n ,

And we were intertw ined like earth and heaven !

A n d  l i k e  t h e  i n e s s e n t i a l  s u m m e r  a i r ,
O r  l i .k e  t h e  m o o n l i g h t  b r o o d i n g  o n  t h o  s e n ,

O r  l i k o  a  h a p p y  d r e a m  o n  e y e l i d s  fa ir ,
I  l i n g e r e d  o n  h e r  b o s o m  l o v i n g l y :

A n d  m a n y  a  s h a j i e  o f  w o n d e r  a n d  d e l i g h t  
L e a p t  f r o m  t h a t  m y s t i c  u n i o n  i n t o  l i g h t !
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I  a m  t h e  L i f e  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  S o u l  o f  s o u l ,
I  a m  t h e  u n s e e n  G o d  f e l t  e v e r y w h e r e  !

O ’e r  l i v i n g  t h i n g s  I  h o l d  s u p r e m e  c o n t r o l ,
A n d  i n  m y  p r e s e n c e  D e a t h  f o r g e t s  d e s p a i r ,

A n d  r i s e s  f r o m  h i s  a s h e s : f r o m  m e  f l o w  

S t r e a m s  o f  d e l i g h t  t o  w a t e r  f i e l d s  o f  w o e  !

!)

M o t i o n  a n d  c h a n g e  a r e  b u t  t h e  v i e w l e s s  w i n g s  
W i t h  w h i c h  c r e a t i o n  p l u m e s  i t s  u p w a r d  f l i g h t .  ;

A n d  d e a t h  i s  t h e  d a r k  c l i f t  w h e n c e  w h o s o  s p r i n g s  

I s  n e n r c r  t o  t h e  f o u n t a i n  o f  m y  l i g h t .
L ie  b e s t  o b t a i n s  i t  w h o  i s  m o s t  l i k e  m e , —
B u t  t h e n  h e  i s  n o  m o r e ,  b u t  I a m  b e  !
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M v  v o ic e ,  s o u n d s  l i k o  a  t r u m p e t  i n  t h e  e a r  

O f  s a i n t s  a n d  p r o p h e t s  i n  t h e  s o l i t u d e  
O f  m o u n t a i n s  o r  o f  t h e i r  o w n  h e a r t s  : t h e  f e a r  

O f  f l e s h  a n d  m a t t e r  d a r e  n o  m o r e  i n t r u d e  

W h e r e v e r  I  a s s e r t  m y  p o w e r  d i v i n e  :—
T h e  r e a l m s  o f  p u r i t y  a r e  e v e r  m i n e !
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1 A m  T h a t  I  A m ! M o r t a l ,  a s k  n o  m o r e !

T h o u ,  t o o ,  l i k e  m e  i m m o r t a l  a n d  e t e r n e ,
M a y ’s t  g r o p e  t h y  w a .y  u n t o  t h a t  s e c r e t  d o o r ,

W h e n c e  w h o s o  e n t e r s  n e v e r  m a y  r e t u r n  
T o  t e l l  t h e  t a l e  o f  t h e  d e e p  m y s t e r y  
O f  m i g h t y  F a t e ,  w h i c h  i s  N e c e s s i t y  !

S .  J .  P a d s h a h ,

F e l l o w ,  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

P̂ersonal Items-

M e .  G r e g o r i s  E d i r e w m h i e , F . T . S . ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
G a l l e  ( C e y l o n )  T h e o s o p h i e n l  S o c i e t y ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
u n s e l f i s h l y  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  o f f i c e r s  w e  l i a v e  e v e r  s e e n .  H e  
i s  s p a r i n g  n o  p a i n s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  
C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ’s  c a n v a s s  o f  t h e  G a l l e  D i s t r i c t  t h i s  y e a r .

I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  w o r k  m u c h  p r a i s e  i s  d u e  

t o  M r .  T h o m a s  d e  S i l v a  A r n a r a s u r i y a ,  F . T . S , ,  o f  U n n a -  
w a t a n a .  A t  e a c h  o f  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ’s  l e c t u r e s ,  w i t h  t h e  

p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  w h i c h  h e  h a s  o c c u p i e d  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  
s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  N a t i o n a l  F u n d  h a s  b e e n  

l a r g e  a n d  a l m o s t  t h e  w h o l e  o f  i t  p a i d  d o w n  i n  c a s h  o n  t h e  
s p o t .

M r .  S i m o n  P e r e i r a  A  b  a y a  w a r d e n  e , F . T . S . ,  h a s  b e e n  
e l e c t e d  C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  M r .  D .  C .  P .  W e e r a k o o n ,  F . T . S . ,  S e c 
r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  N a t i o n a l ' 
B u d d h i s t i c  F u n d  in  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P r o v i n c e  o f  C e y l o n .  
T h e  m o n i e s  a r e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  G a l l e  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  
C h a r t e r e d  M e r c a n t i l e  B a n k  o f  I n d i a ,  L o n d o n  a n d  C h i n a .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  M a n a g e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  F u n d  h a v e  c h o s e n  
M r .  D .  0 .  D .  S .  G o o n e s e k a r a ,  F . T . S - ,  C h a i r m a n ,  a n d ,  M r .  
G r e g o r i s  E d i r e w e r e ,  F . T . S . .  S e c r e t a r y .



M r .  W i l l i i u n  Q .  J u d g e ,  J o i n t  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
o u r  S o c i e t y ,  h a s  r e c e n t l y  r u i u r u e d  t o  N e w  Y o r k  f r o m  S o u t h  
A m e r i c a ,  - w h e r e  h e  l i a s  a  l a r g e  i n t e r e s t  i n  s i l v e r  m i n e s .

O u r  f a i t h f u l  f r i e n d ,  M r s .  H o l l i s  B i l l i n g ,  F . T . S . ,  h a s  g o n e  
f r o m  N e w  Y o r k  t o  L o n d o n  f o r  a  v i s i t  o f  a  f e w  m o n t h s  t o  
r e c u p e r a t e  h e r  h e a l t h .

T h e  B a r o n  a n d  B a r o n e s s  V o n  V a y ,  F F . T . S . ,  h a v e  

r e t u r n e d  t o  t l i e i r  c h a r m i n g  e s t a t e  a t  G o n o b i t z ,  S t y r i a ,  

a f t e r  p a s s i n g  s o m e  m o n t h s  a t  t h e  A u s t r i a n  c a p i t a l .

UlIifojsojrliiral Cliorrecipxtniieiu'c.

“ H .  X . ” A N D  T H E  “ B R O T H E R S ”

TO THE SECRETARY AT THK HEAD-QUARTERS.

........... W e  h a v e  r e a d  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l  i n t e r e s t  t h e
T h k o s o p iu s t  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  m o n t h .  I t  i s  t o  b e  d e e p l y -  
r e g r e t t e d  “ H .  X . ” s h o u l d  w r i t e  i n  t h e  t o n e  h e  h a s  c h o s e n
t o  d o ...........1 a m  t o l d  a  h o u s e h o l d e r  (grihastha)  c a n  b e  a
p r o b a t i o n a r y  t h o u g h  n o t  a n  “ a c c e p t e d ” c h e l a .  I t  s o ,  

p e r h a p s  m a n y  m o r e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s p i r e  i b r  

t h e  p o s i t i o n .

W i t h  b e s t  f r a t e i L a l  c o m p l i m e n t s ,  1 r e m a i n ,

Y o u r s  m o s t  f r a t e r n a l l y ,

B is h e n  L a l l , M . A . ,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R o h i l c u n d  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

B a r e i l l y ,  9 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 2 .

11.

I  r e g r e t  o u r  B r o t h e r s  o f  t h e ........... S o c i e t y  d o  n o t  u n d e r 
s t a n d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  “ H .  X . ’s ”  l e t t e r  i s  n o t  w r i t t e n  i n  a  
g o o d  s p i r i t .  H e  t a k e s  u p o n  h i m s e l f  t o  j u d g e  a s  t o  w h a t  
k n o w l e d g e  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  t h e  M a h a t m a s  
a n d  what is their d u ty ! T h e r e  i s  s o m e  t h i n g  i n  t h e  v e r y  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n s ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e m  n o t  v e r y  
f i t  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  s u c h  f a v o u r s  a n d  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  a s  h a v e  

b e e n  v o u c h s a f e d  t o  t h e m .  T h e  E a s t e r n s  h a v e  a  g r e a t  
a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h i s  r c s p e e t  o v e r  t h e i r  W e s t e r n  B r o t h e r s .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s  a n d  k i n d  r e g a r d s ,

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y  a n i l  f r a t e r n a l l y ,  

K is iiu n  L a l l , B . A . ,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C h o h a n  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

C a w n p o r e ,  O t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 2 .

I I I .

TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE “ THEOSOPHIST.”

M a d a m e ,

I n  t h e  l a s t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t ,  “ H .  X . , ” a  
“ l a y  d i s c i p l e , ” s t a t e s  t h a t  “ ‘ I s i s  U n v e i l e d ’— f o r  a l l  b u t  t h e  
a d e p t s  a n d  c h e l a s — t e e m s  w i t h  w h a t  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  e r r o r s . ” 
T h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  m i s l e a d  a n d  d i s h e a r t e n  

mauy a reader of "Isis.” Some of the mistakes that may

i n a d v e r t e n t l y  h a v e  c r e p t  i n ,  i n  r e v i s i n g  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  
c o u l d ,  w e  t h i n k ,  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  b y  a  c a r e f u l  r e a d e r ,  <*.nd 
t h e  “ e r r o r s , ” t h a t  “ P I .  X . ” s p e a k s  o f ,  a r e  r e a l l y  n o  
e r r o r s  a t  a l l ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  b e  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  o f  
t h e  r e a d e r .  “ I s i s  U n v e i l e d ” w a s  n e v e r  m e a n t  t o  g i v e  a n y 
t h i n g  l i k e  a  s y s t e m a t i c  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  H e r m e t i c  
P h i l o s o p h y  i n  a n y  p a r t ,  a n d ,  a s  i t  s u f f i c e s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
e n q u i r y ,  i t  s u c c e e d s  i n  i t s  o b j e c t .  T h e  r e a d e r  o f  i t ,  n o t  
b e i n g  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  i n  c o n n e c 
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  n o t i c e d  t h e r e i n ,  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  o b s e r v e  s e e m i n g  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  a n d  e r r o r s  w h i c h  

s h o u l d  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  m i s l e a d  h i m  i n t o  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  

t h o  b o o k  i s  f u l l  o f  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  s t a t e m e n t s  ; a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

n o t  w o r t h y  o t  c a r e f u l  s t u d y ,

A s  t o  t h e  “  B r o t h e r s , ” “ H .  X . ” s t a t e s  t h a t  l i e  “ d i s 

t i n c t l y  h o l d s  t h a t ,  k n o w i n g  w h a t  t h e y  d o ,  i t  i s  a  bin o u  

t h e i r  p a r t  n o t  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a l l  t h e

k n o w l e d g e  t h e y  p o s s e s s . ” W e  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  

“ H .  X . ’s ” d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  s m .  T h e  w o r d  o r d i n a r i l y  

m e a n s  a  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  l a w ,  a n d ,  a s  “ H .  X . ”  

c r e d i t s  t h e  B r o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h e m  o n l y ,  w i t h  “ p o s s e s s i n g  

t h e  h i g h e s t  k n o w l e d g e , ” h e  m u s t  c o n c e d e  t h a t  t h e y  o u g h t  

t o  k n o w  m u c h  b e t t e r  w h a t  i s  a n d  w h a t  i s  n o t  sin.
C o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  t h i s  o p i n i o n  w e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  “ H .  X . ” 

t o  h o l d  i t  a  s i n  i n  w e l l - t o - d o  p e r s o n s  n o t  t o  g i v e  a w a y  t o  

t h e  w o r l d  a l l  t h e i r  r i c h e s ,  a f t e r  k e e p i n g  j u s t  s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  

t h e i r  w a n t s .

A s  “ H .  X . ” i s  n o t  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  f a c t s

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  B r o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h e  h e i g h t ,  d e p t h ,  a n d

n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  p r e m a t u r e  o n  h i s  

p a r t  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  B r o t h e r s  “ c a r e  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  

c o m p l e t e  a c c u r a c y ” o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  “ u n a b l e  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  
a r g u m e n t s  o f  t l i e i r  q u e s t i o n e r s . ” I f  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  s o  

e a g e r l y  c a l l e d  f o r  b y  “ H .  X . , :’ i s  m e r e l y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  r e a d e r  
o f  i t  a s  t h e  T h e o r y  o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  o f a s e t  o f  r e c l u s e s ,  i t  w o u l d  
b e  s c a r c e l y  w o r t h  h a v i n g ; b u t ,  i f  i t  is  r e a l l y  t o  s e r v e  t o  
c h a n g e  o u r  f a l s e  n o t i o n s  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  p u t  a n  i m p e r f e c t  
k n o w l e d g e  o n  a  c o r r e c t  b a s i s ,  t h e n  m u s t  t h o s e ,  w h o  a s k  
f o r  t h a t  k n o w l e d g e ,  s t r i v e ,  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  r a i s e  t h e  
t o n e  o f  m o r a l i t y — r i g h t  t h o u g h t ,  w o r d ,  a n d  s p e e c h — f o r  
t h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  h i g h e r  k n o w l e d g e .  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
a i m s  s i m p l y  a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  m o r a l  
p r o g r e s s  i s  w i t h  i t  o f  s e c o n d a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H e r e  i t i s  t h e  
r e v e r s e ,  a n d  t h e  m e r e  d e s i r e  t o  g r a t i f y  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  n o t  e a s i l y  c o m p l i e d  w i t h .  I t  s e e m s  t o  u s  t h a t  w h e n  
a  s i n c e r e  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t e d  e f f o r t  i s  m a d e  t o  g i v e  m o r a l  
p r o g r e s s  i t s  r i g h t  p l a c e  i n  m o d e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  k n o w 
l e d g e ,  t h a t  “ H .  X . ” s a y s  i s  p a i n f u l l y  d o l e d  o u t ,  w i l l  b e  
i m p a r t e d  f a s t e r  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t .  I m p a t i e n c e  r a i s e s  
u n n e c e s s a r y  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  n o  o n e ,  w h o  e a r n e s t l y  s e e k s  t o  

g a i n  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h i s  h i g h e r  k n o w l e d g e ,  o u g h t  n o w  a n d  
a g a i n ,  b y  c o n j u r i n g  u p  v a r i o u s  d o u b t s ,  t o  t h i n k  o f  c l o s i n g  
t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B r o t h e r s  t o  w h o m  w c  c e r t a i n l y  
f e e l  t h a n k f u l  f o r  e v e n  t h e  l i t t l e  t h e y  h a v e  i m p a r t e d  t o  
u s .  W e  h a v e  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  t a k e  a  h o p e f u l  v i e w  o f  t h i s  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B r o t h e r s  o t  w h o m  i t  b e h o v e s  u s  t o  s p e a k  
a l w a y s  w i t h  r e s p e c t .  “ I I . X . ” is ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  t h e a u t h o r o f  t h e  
f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  H i n t s  o n  E s o t e r i c  T h e o s o p h y ;  i f  s o ,  h i s  

o w n  w r i t i n g  t e a c h e s  u s  i n  s o m e  m e a s u r e  t o  b e  p a t i e n t  
a n d  p e r s e v e r i n g .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  a d m i r e  h i s  h o n e s t  a n d  
o u t s p o k e n  v i e w s  g i v e n  o u t  i u  h i s  l e t t e r  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  
l i k e l y  t o  m i s l e a d  h i s  r e a d e r s  i n  s o m e  r e s p e c t s .  H e  i s  i n  
a  p o s i t i o n  t o  i n s p i r e  u s  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  u r g e  u s  o u  
t o  g r e a t  p e r s e v e r a n c e  ; a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n y  l i t t l e  d i s 
a p p o i n t m e n t ,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  s h o w ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  u n d u e  
i n f l u e n c e .  W i t h  a l l  r e s p e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  “  H . X . , ” w e  s a y  
a g a i n , — t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  t o  d e s p o n d .  ’

N a y r o j i  D o r a b ji  K h a n d a l a v a l a , B . A .  L - L . B . ,

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P o o n a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

20 th September, 1882,



I V .

TO THK EDITOR OK THK *' Til KO,SOPHIST.” 

M a d a m e ,

I n  t h o  T h e o s o p h is t  f o r  S e p t e m b e r ,  w o  f i n d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  
“  H .  X . , ” c o n d e m n i n g  o u t r i g h t  t l i e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  M a h a t m a s  
i n ,  w h a t  w c  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e ,  t l i e  m o s t  i m p i o u s  t e r m s .  W c ,  
a s  t r u e  H i n d u s ,  a n d  n o t  a s  T h e o s o p l i i s t s ,  f e e l  i t  o u r  d u t y  t o  
p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  l i i s  s t a t e m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  v e r i f i a b l e .

“ H .  X . ” c o n d e m n s  t h e m  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h o s e  
g r e a t  B e i n g s ,  w h o  k n o w  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  p e r s o n  l i v i n g ,  h a v e  

n o t  a l l  a t  o n c e  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  s e c r e t  k n o w l e d g e  
t h e y  p o s s e s s .  T h i s  o n l y  s h o w s  h o w  i m p a t i e n t  a n d  h a s t y  
“ H .  X . ” is .  H e  d o e s  n o t  s e e ,  b e i n g  a  E u r o p e a n ,  i n  w h a t  

v e n e r a t i o n  w c ,  H i n d u s ,  h o l d  t h o s e  e m i n e n t  B e i n g s ,  n o t w i t h 
s t a n d i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  t e d i o u s  a n d  
t i r e s o m e  t r i a l s  a  d i s c i p l e  h a s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h ,  b e f o r e  h e  
i s  p e r m i t t e d  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  N a t u r e .

T h e .  v e r y  S a n s k r i t  w o r d  “  S u s h r u s h a ” i m p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  

o f  i m p l i c i t  o b e i s a n c e  t o  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  M a h a t m a s ,  w i t h 
o u t  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  o r  
a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s .

I n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  P u r a n a ,  w c  r e a d  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e  b e i n g  
m a . d e  t o  u n d e r g o  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  h a r d s h i p  f o r  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r ,  
a n d  t h e n — ( i f  t h e  G u r u  i s  t h o r o u g h l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e d u r i n g t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t r i . i l ) — o n l y  t h e n  
i s  h e  t a u g h t  w h a t  h e  i s  y e a r n i n g  a f t e r .  T h i s  “ S u s h r u s l i a , ” 
i s  t e r m e d  b y  “ H .  X.’’ s l a v i s h ,  w h i l e  w e  c o n s i d e r  i t  a  g r e a t  
b o o n  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  u s  t o w a r d s  o u r  S p i r i t u a l  i m p r o v e 
m e n t .  E v e n  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  “ S u s h r u s h a , ” s o m e t i m e s  w e  

s e e  t h a t  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  a r o  n o t  b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  
a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  s e e k i n g  ; a n d  e v e n  t h e n  a  d i s c i p l e  i s  

n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s p e a k  d i s r e s p e c t f u l l y  o f  h i s  M a s t e r .  I f ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  m a t t e r  s t a n d s  t h u s  w i t h  t h e  H i n d u s  t h e m 
s e l v e s  w h o  h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  d e m a n d  o f  t h e i r  M a s t e r s  s u c h  
p o w e r s  a s  t h e y  p o s s e s s ,  h o w  c a n  a  E u r o p e a n  l i k e  “  H .  X . ”—  
w h o s e  h a b i t s  o f  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  a n d  w h o s e  m e n t a l  
a n d  m o r a l  t r a i n i n g  a r c  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
H i n d u s — e x p e c t  t o  b e  l e d  i n t o  s e c r e t  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h i n  s u c h  
a  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  t i m e  a s  h e  h a s  h a d  t h e  g o o d  l u c k  t o  c o m e  
u n d e r t h e  u o t i c e o f t h e B r o l h e r s .  W h i l e  s o , “ H .  X . ” h a s  r e a l l y ,  

b y  h i s p r e m a t u r c p r o t o s t a g a i n s t j t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  M a h a t m a s ,  
a n d  b y  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  w h i c h  h e  h a s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e m ,  g i v e n  

o f f e n c e  t o  m a n y  a  t r u e  H i n d u  m i n d .  H e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  
g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e m  fo r  t h o s e  v e r y  c r u m b s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  

g r a n t e d  b y  t h e m  m o s t  g r a c i o u s l y  t o  h i m ,  f i n d s  f a u l t  w i t h  
t h e m  a n d  c a l l s  t h e m  “ s i n f u l ” c r e a t u r e s '  T h i s ,  i n  o u r  
o p i n i o n ,  i s  r e a l l y  v e r y  “ s i n f u l ” o f  “ H .  X . ”

W e  b e g  t o  r e m a i n ,

M a d a m e , 

Y o u r s  v e r y  t r u l y .

J .  R ungiah Naidu  
R a m a i n o h a n  S i n g h  
S .  B a d r a e h e l l a m  
T .  K r i s h n a s a w m y  N a i d u  

o  G .  S u b b i a h  
G M .  R a m i a l i  P i l l a y  
7  T .  V .  N a r r a i n  R a o  

L .  V e n k a t u n b b a  R o w  
N .  V a s u d e w  R o w  

N .  V e e r a r a g h a v a  C l i a r l u
B .  L o l i i a h  N a i d u  

N .  A u b r a m a n i a  A i y a r
C .  S u b b a r o w .
K .  S e s h a c h a r i  
C .  N a r a y a n a i a h

10 V .  N a d h a m i n i  A i y a n g a r  
.17 R a i n  c h a n  dr.'i R a o  
1 8  K .  B h i m a  R a o  

10 ( S i g n a t u r e  i n  T a m i l )
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C .  S e s l i a d r i  R n o
V .  V a r a d  a r n y o o l  o  o  

N n i a d o o .
V .  V e n k o b a  R a o
D .  V e n k a t r a m i a h  
L). S u b h a  R o w  

K .  S r e e r a i n i e n g a r  
V .  S e e t h a  R a m i a l i  

N .  K r i s t n a m a  C l i a r l u  
D o e r c a t a  N a r a y a n i a h .
P ,  M a l l i k l i a r j a u u  R o w  
K .  S r i n i v s a  C h a r y  
13. V .  S u k l i o  B i d d i  
A .  P i  n n  e y  A d i y a
A .  A d i n a r a y a u i a h  
C .  V .  M i a p p e n  M o o d y  
S .  P r i b r i a h

M .  V e l d  R a t a  K r i s t n a  
R a o

8 7  C .  R a m a  R a o
88 K .  K a s t u r i  R a n g a c h a r i a i
8 9  A .  N a r a y o n
4 0  A .  S r i n i v a s  R o w
4 1  A .  C h i n c h i a h

4 2  R .  P a r t i m s a r a d i
4 8  K e g s e w c h u n d  L a i d  
4 t  T .  i f .  I t a j i u r .
4:") M .  S u b b a r a y a d u  
4(!  C .  V e n k a t a k r i s t n i a l i  

N e l l o r e ,  J 9  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8

4 7

4 8
4 9
5 0
5 1  

•52
5 3
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5 5

N .  P a r t  Ii a  s  a  r:i t h i 
A y a i e n g a r  

( S i g n a t u r e  i n  T a m i l )  
C h i n  t e k u m u r p r a s a d  

K i s o u r i .  S i n g h  

D .  S o o b b a  R a o  

T .  R u n g a  C l i a r l u  
C .  P a r t l i a s a r a d y  P i l l y  
V .  K .  R u n g a  C l i a r l u  
C .  U .  S u b b a  R a v

To THE KDITOK OF THE “ THKOSOPHIST". 
jM ADAME,

I  h a v e  t o  s a y  a  w o r d  a b o u t  “ H .  X . ’s ” l e t t e r  i n  t h e  T h e o s o - 
i’) LIST l o r  S e p t e m b e r .  I t  s h o w s  t h a t  “ H .  X . ” i s  n o t  i n  
t h a t  f r a m e  o f  m i n d  w h i c h  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  
c h e l a .  Sish Bhav i s  a  sine qua non f o r  a l l  upadesh. I f  
“  H .  X . ” h a s  n o t  t h e  h u m b l e  s p i r i t  o f  a  C h e l a  a n d ,  
w i t h  h i s  l i m i t e d  k n o w l e d g e ,  t a k e s  u p o n  h i m s e l f  t o  
j u d g e  o f  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  a n t i  r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  t h e  a d e p t s  
t o  d o ,  l i e  d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  R e a l l y  1 
s t a n d  a s t o n i s h e d  t o  s e c  t h a t  t h e  Brothers h a v e  c o n 
d e s c e n d e d  t o  c o n f e r  i n e s t i m a b l e  a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l  f a v o u r s  
o n  a  l a y  C h e l a  w h o ,  w h a t e v e r  h i s  l i t e r a r y  a c q u i r e m e n t s  b e ,  
h a s  t h e  a u d a c i t y  t o  t h i n k  h e  i s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a l l  t h e  
h i g h e s t  k n o w l e d g e  t h e  M a s t e r s  p o s s e s s ,  w h o  i s  s o  i m p a t i e n t  
a s  t o  t h i n k  h e  c a n  s w a l l o w  i t  a l i  a t  o n e  d r a u g h t ,  a n d  w h o  
c a n  b e  s o  u n g r a t e f u l  a n d  d i s r e s p e c t f u l  ( f r o m  a n  O r i e n t a l  
p o i n t  o f  v i e w )  t o  t h o s e ,  w h o s e  “ s l a v e ” a u  Asiatic would, 
consider a great honour to be, although e v e r y  b o d y  c a n n o t  

e a s i l y  h a v e  t h a t  p r i v i l e g e .

Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y ,
P .

T H E  N E L L O R E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  

S O C I E T Y .

I t  i s  w i t h  d e e p  a n d  s i n c e r e  s o r r o w  t h a t  I  

h a v e  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  o u r  w o r t h y  P r e s i 

d e n t ,  M.R.Ry.  R a m a s w a m i  N a i d u  G a i n ,  o n  

t h e  9 t h  i n s t a n t .  H o  w a s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a  

c a r b u n c l e  w h i c h  p r o v e d  f a t a l .  I n  h i s  d e a t h  t h e  

B r a n c h  l o s e s  i t s  c h i e f  p i l l a r ,  a s  h e  w a s  a n  

a r d e n t  a n d  m o s t  d e v o t e d  T h e o s o p h i s t .  H i s  

l o s s  t o  u s  c a n u o t  b e  e a s i l y  r e p l a c e d .  N o w  t h a t  

h e  h a s  l e f t  u s ,  m a y  h i s  s o u l  r e s t  i n  p e a c e !

S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 8 8 2 .

R .  C a s a v a  P i l l a y ,

S e c r e t a r y .

S a d  n e w s  i n d e e d ,  b o t h  f o r  t h e  P i e s i d e n t -  

F o u n d e r  a n d  t h e  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y .  

O n  t h e i r  l a s t  a n n u a l  t o u r  t h i s  s p r i n g ,  f e w  

h a v e  s h o w n  t o  t h e m  m o r e  g e n u i n e  k i n d n e s s ,  

s y m p a t h y  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a n  o u r  l a m e n t e d  

B r o t h e r .  T h i s  y e a r  s e e m s  a  f a t a l  o n e  i n d e e d ,  

a s  o n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  s o m e  o f  o u r  b e s t  T l i c o -  

s o p h i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  p a s s i n g  a w a y . — E d .
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