
e v e r ,” he w rites fco M iss B lin d , “ you  have a str a n g e  m om en t o f re lig io u s  
fee lin g , of suprem e r e s ig n a t io n  of q u ie t  love o f h u m a n ity , o f a calm  in s ig h t  
o f  d u ty , kueel dow n, k n ee l d o w n , th a n k fu l, an d  trea su re  w ith in  y o u r se lf  
th e  fee lin g  su d d en ly  arisen  ; i t  is  th e  fe e lin g  o f l ife .”

I  am le a v in g  m y se lf  l i t t le  sp a ce  to  tou ch  u p on  sev era l in te r e s t in g  
a rtic le s  in  th e  cu rren t m a g a z in es, th e  su b je c ts  and  w r ite r s  of w h ic h , th o u g h  
c a llin g  th e m se lv es  u e ith er  o ccu lt , nor th e o so p h ica l, y e t  do in  r e a lity  com e  
v e r y  c lo se  fco b ein g  both . In  fa c t  th e  p o in t o f v iew  ta k e n  b y  jo u r n a lis ts , 
cr it ic s , an d  p op u lar w r iters  g e n e r a lly , se em s to  be c h a n g in g ; g e n t ly  and  
a lm o st im percep tib ly  i t  m ay  be, y e t  m o st ce r ta in ly  b eco m in g  t in c tu red  
•with th o u g h t  th a t in  it s  o r ig in a tio n  ca lled  i t s e lf  th e o so p h ic . T h e  rev iew  
of C ontem porary L itera tu re  in  tho p a g e s  o f th e  W e stm in ster  R e v iew  n o tic es  
on e or tw o  recent books on  P sy c h o lo g y ,— one b e in g  b y  P ro fesso r  H a ra ld  
H o ff  d in g , tra n sla ted  b y  M iss L o w n d es under th e  t i t le  O u tlin es o f  P sych ology. 

D r . H o ffd in g  con sid ers th a t  ou t o f “ the  p o ss ib le  v ie w s  w h ic h  can  be h e ld  
a s  to  th e  natu re o f m in d  an d  its  re la tio n  to  th e  b o d y , o n ly  fo u r  p o ss ib ilit ie s  
ca n  be co n ce iv ed — (a) E ith e r  co n sc io u sn ess  a n d  bra in , m in d  an d  body, act  
on e u p on  th e  o th er  as tw o  d is t in c t  b e in g s or su b s ta n c e s  ; (b ) or th e  m in d  is  
o n ly  a form  and  p roduct o f th e  b od y  ; (c) or th e  b o d y  is  o n ly  a form  of 
p ro d u ct of one or se v era l m en ta l b e in g s  ; (d ) or, f in a lly , m in d  a n d  body , 
consciousness a n d  b ra in , are  evo lved , as d ifferen t fo rm s  o f  expression  o f  one a n d  
th e  sam e being.” T h e ita lic s  are m in e , an d  s tr a n g e  to  say  th e  author  
ap p ears d is t in c tly  in c lin e d  to  a ccep t th e  fo u r th  nam ed  p o ss ib ility . H e  
a d m its , o f course, “ th a t  th e r e  is  a  co -rela tion  b e tw een  co n sc io u sn e ss  and  
cereb ra l a c t iv ity ,” b u t “ su p p o se s  th a t  one an d  th e  sa m e p rin cip le  has foun d  
i t s  ex p ressio n  in  a d ou b le  fo rm .”

A n o th e r  som ew h a t m ore m e ta p h y s ic a l w ork th a n  th a t  la s t  n o ticed  is M. 
B e lh a c h e ’s L a  P ensee e t le P r in c ip e  P e n sa n t. H e r e in , sa y s  th e  W estm in ste r  
R e v ie w , th e  a u th or h as a d is t in c t  th e o ry  to  u p h o ld , a n d  “ c o n te n d s  tor the  
in d e p e n d e n t e x is te n c e  o f  th e  sou l,, w h ile  a d m itt in g  a ll th e  o rg a n ic  u ses o f th e  
b ra in  con ten d ed  for b y  th e  p h y s io lo g is t . T h e  se n s e s  a n d  th e  u n d e r sta n d in g  
h e  is  prepared  to  a llow , d ep en d  u pon  cereb ra l fu n c t io n s  ; b u t h e  m a in ta in s  a  
h ig h e r  orig in  for th e  reason . R e la t iv e  an d  c o n t in g e n t  id ea s d ep en d  upon  the  
se n se s  an d  th e  brain , b u t u n iv e r sa l id ea s, th o se  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  p u re reason , 
ho co n sid ers a s a p p e r ta in in g  e s se n t ia lly  to  th e  so u l i t s e l f .” H ere  v e r ily  
i s  P la to  in  m odern  garb  i t  is  tru e , b u t n o n e  th e  le s s  r e co g n isa b le  as P la to .

M . A lfr e d  F o u ille e  com es to  th e  fo re  a g a in , in  th e  R e vu e  des D eu x M ondes, 
w r it in g  u pon  th e  re la tion  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  and  m en ta l fo rces  o f  th e  u n iv erse , as  
v ie w e d  in  th e  lig h t  o b ta in ed  u p on  th e  prob lem  th r o u g h  th e  r ece n t ex p er im en ts  
in  h y p n o tism . H e  a g rees  w ith  M . P ie rre  J a n e t  a s to  th e  d o c tr in e  o f idees 
fo rc e s , to  w h ich  I  h ave h ad  o cca sio n  to  re fer  o n ce  or tw ic e  la te ly , as y o u  m ay  
rem em b er. A n d  h is  c o n c lu s io n s  u pon  th e  m a tte r , a s s ta te d  in  th e  p resen t  
a r tic le , lea v e  n o th in g  to  be d e sir e d , from  th e  th e o so p h ic a l p o in t o f  v iew , for  
h e  d ec la res th a t  th e  e s se n t ia l th in g , p h ilo so p h ic a lly  sp e a k in g , is  to  ca u se  
th e  tr u e st  an d  h ig h e s t  id ea s to  p r e d o m in a te  in  th e  h u m an  co n sc io u sn ess . 
T h a t  h e  d im ly  su sp e c ts  th o u g h t — or “ I d e e s ”— to be th e  o n e  m ig h ty  crea tiv e  
fo rce  in  th e  u n iv e r se , ca n  be g a th e r e d  from  h is  e x p ressed  op in ion  th a t  
“ th e  force  o f  id ea s is  a  rea l fo rce  p o sse sse d  b y  u s a s  th in k in g  b e in g s , w h ile  
w e are, p erh ap s, at th e  sa m e tim e  o u r se lv e s  o n ly  th e  ex p ress io n  o f th e  id e a s  
o£ etern al n a tu r e .”

A . L , C l e a t u e k .

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T

V O L . X I I .  N O . 1 2 .  S E P T E M B E R , 1 8 9 1 .
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T H E R E  I S  N O  R E L I G I O N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[F am ily motto of the M aharajahs o f Benares.]

T H E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y  I N  E U R O P E .

F I R S T  A N N U A L  C O N V E N T I O N ,

H e ld  in  L o n d o n , J u ly  9 th  a n d  1 0 th , 1 8 9 1 .

F I R S T  D A Y , M O R N I N G  S E S S I O N .  

r p H E  C o n v e n t io n  a ss e m b le d  in  t h e  L e c tu r e  H a l l  o f  th e  H e a d -q u a r -  
J- te r s , 17  a n d  1 9 , A v e n u e  R o a d , R e g e n t ’s  P a r k , N . W ., a t  10  a . m . 

J u ly  9 th . T h e  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r  to o k  t h e  c h a ir  a n d  c a lle d  t h e  C o n v e n 

t io n  to  o r d e r . G . R . S . M ea d  w a s  a p p o in te d  S e c r e t a r y ; a n d  W . R .  
O ld , A s s is t a n t  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  C o n v e n t io n .

A d d r e s s  o f  W e lc o m e  t o  t h e  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r .

A n n ie  B e s a n t ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  B la v a t s k y  L o d g e , o p e n e d  t h e  p r o 

c e e d in g s  b y  w e lc o m in g  t h e  C h a ir m a n  w it h  t h e  fo l lo w in g  a d d r e s s  :__

“  I t  i s  a t  o n c e  m y  d u ty  a n d  p r iv i le g e ,  a s  P r e s id e n t  o f  t l ie  B l a 
v a t s k y  L o d g e , t h e  la r g e s t  in  th e  B r it i s h  d o m in io n s , to  v o ic e  th e  w e l 
c o m e  o f  t h e  D e le g a t e s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  C o n v e n t io n  to  th e  P r e s id e n t -  

F o u n d e r . I t  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  m e  to  r e m in d  y o u  o f  th e  p a s t  s e r v ic e s  
h e  h a s  r e n d e r e d  th e  c a u s e  to  w h ic h  h is  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  d e d ic a te d . C h o se n  
b y  t h e  M a s te r s  a s  P r e s id e n t  fo r  l i f e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty , a s s o c i 
a te d  w i t h  t l ie ir  m e s s e n g e r , H . P . B ., b o u n d  t o g e th e r  b y  e v e r y  t i e  thafc 
ca n  b in d , n o  w o r d s  w e  c a n  u tte r , n o  th o u g h t  w e  ca n  th in k , c a n  a d d  a n y 

th in g  t o  t h e  l o y a l t y  w h ic h  e v e r y  m e m b e r  m u s t  f e e l  to  o u r  P r e s id e n t .  

W e  w e lc o m e  h im  w i t h  a d d e d  w a r m th , b e c a u se  o f  th e  p r o m p titu d e  w i t h  
w h ic h , o n  r e c e iv in g  t h e  n o t ic e  o f  H .P .  B . ’s  d e p a r tu r e , h e  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  

A u s tr a l ia ,  w h e r e  h e  b a d  g o n e  to  r e c o v e r  th e  h e a l t h  lo s t  in  th e  s e r v ic e  

o f  th e  c a u se . H e  c a m e  a cro ss  th e  o c c a n  w it h o u t  d e la y , in  o r d e r  t h a t



b y  h is  p r e se n c e  lie  m ig h t  s tr e n g th e n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  u s  h e r e  in  E u r o p e , 
thafc e v e r y  o n e  m a y  g o  p r o m p t ly  fo r w a r d  in  t h e  w o r k . A n d  in  b id d in g  

y o u , a s  P r e s id e n t , w e lc o m e  to  t h i s  C o n v e n t io n , w e  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  o f  

o u r  s t e a d fa s t  lo y a l t y  to  t h e  c a u s e , y o u  w h o  a r e  t h e  o n ly  o n e  w h o  r e p r e 

s e n t s  t h e  m is s io n  fr o m  t h e  M a s te r s  t h e m s e lv e s .  W e  a r e  m e t  h e r e  t o -d a y  

to  C arry o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  H . P .  B .,  a n d  t h e  o n ly  w a y  to  c a r r y  o n  h e r  

w o r k , a n d  to  s t r e n g t h e n  th e  S o c ie t y ,  w i l l  b e  b y  l o y a l t y  a n d  f a i th f u ln e s s  
to  th e  c a u s e  fo r  w h ic h  s h e  d ie d , th e  o n ly  c a u s e  w o r th  l i v in g  fo r  a n d  

d y in g  fo r  in  t h is  w o r ld .” (G r e a t  a p p la u s e .)

B r o . W illia m  Q . J u d g e , in  s e c o n d in g  t h e  a d d r e s s ,  s a id  h e  c o u ld  

a d d  n o th in g  to  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  sa id  so  w e l l  b y  A n n ie  B e s a n t ,  e x c e p t  to  

e x p r e s s  h is  e n t ir e  c o n c u r r e n c e  w it h  h e r  s e n t im e n ts .

C a ll  E o l l  o f  B r a n c h e s .

T h e  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r ie s ,  G . R . S . M ea d  a n d  W . R . O l d , t h e n  r e a d  
t h e  l i s t s  o f  B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  a n d  B r i t i s h  S e c t io n s ,  a n d  th o  

D e le g a t e s  a n d  P r o x ie s  r e s p o n d e d  a s  f o l lo w s  :—

E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n .

L ondon  L odge ..........................

I o n ia n  B r a n c h ..........................

V ie n n a  L o d g e ............. .. . . .
S w e d is h  B r a n c h  ...............

(1 5 9  m e m b e r s ) .  

D ijtc h - B el g ia n  B r a n c h . . .  
L e L otus B r a n c h  ( P a r i s )  

S p a n is h  G r o u p  ...............

G . R . S . M e a d , P r o x y .

F  r e d e r ic h  E c k s te in ,  D e le g a te . 
S y d n e y  A lr u t z ,  D eleg a te .

G . R . S . M e a d , P r o x y .
M m e . P e te r s e n , D e le g a te .

...............  J o s e  X i f r e ,  D eleg a te .
T re a su re r— E m ily  K is l in g b u r y .

G en era l S e c r e ta r y — G . R . S .  M ea d .

B r it is h  S e c t io n .

.......... I s a b e l  C o o p e r -O a k le y , D e le g a te .

.............. J . W . B r o d ie - ln n e s ,  P r e s id e n t.

...............  F r e d . J . D ic k ,  D eleg a te .
............... A n n ie  B e s a n t ,  P r o x y .
............... O l iv e r  F ir th ,  P re s id e n t.

...............................  R . B . N is b e t ,  P r e s id e n t .

...............  W . R . O ld , P r o x y .

S id n e y  V .  E d g e ,  P r o x y .
. . .  . . .  M r s . E . T ip p e t t s ,  D e le g a te .

•»« ••• A . J . C a m p b e ll ,  D eleg a te .

.•« . . .  W m . K in g s la n d ,  P r e s id e n t .
T re a su re r— F . L . G a r d n e r .

G e n e ra l S e c r e ta r y — W . R . O ld .

T h e  P r e s id e n t  d e c la r e d  t h a t  v o t i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  B r it i s h  S e c t io n , v i z o n e  v o t e  f o r  e v e r y  B r a n c h , a n d  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  

v o te  f o r  e v e r y  2 5  ja e ia lb e ra  o f  % B r a n c h , s h o u ld  h a y e  e f fc c t  in  th e  C o n -  

Y e n t i o n ,

B lavatsky  L od g e  

S c o t t is h  „  

D u b l in  „  
N e w c a stl e  „  
B r a d fo r d  „  
L iv e r p o o l  „  
B ir m in g h a m  „

W . o f  E n g . „  

B r i g h t o n  „  

B r i x t o n  „  

C h i s w i c k

T h e  P r e s id e n t ' s  A d d r e s s .

B ro th e rs  a n d  S is te r s —̂ W h en  I  t r y  to  c o n c e n tr a te  m y  th o u g h t s  to  

sp ea k  to  y o u , I  find  a  v e r y  g r e a t  d if f ic u lty  in  tr a n s la t in g  th e m  in to  w o r d s ,  
b eca u se  m j' h e a r t  is  so  o p p r e ss e d  b y  th e  g r ie f  t h a t  h a s fa lle n  u p o n  u s  b y  th e  

p r e se n c e  o f  t h i s  e m p ty  c h a ir , b y  th e  m e m o r ie s  o f  se v e n te e n  y e a r s  o f  i n t i 

m a te  a s s o c ia t io n , t h a t  th e  to n g u e  r e fu s e s  i t s  office, and  1 ca n  o n ly  le a v e  

y o u  to  in fe r  w h a t  m y  f e e l in g s  a r e  o n  c o m in g  to  m e e t  y o u  h e r e . W h e n  I  

h ea rd  t h e  n e w s  o f  H . P . B . ’s  d e a th , I  w a s  in  S y d n e y , N . S . W a le s . M y  

first in t im a t io n  a n d  m y  se c o n d  d id  n o t  c o m e  b y  c a b l e ; I  g o t  i t  o th e r w is e .  
I  h ad  b e e n  e x p e c t in g  i t  fo r  y e a r s . I t  w a s  a lw a y s  u n d e r sto o d  th a t  I  w a s  

to  o u t l iv e  h e r , a n d  th e r e fo r e , I  d id  n o t  f e e l  o v e r w h e lm e d , fo r  I  k n e w  pei*- 

f e c t ly  w e l l  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  le a v e  u n t i l  s h e  h a d  c o m p le te d  th e  ta s k  t h a t  

w a s  h e r  sh a r e  o f  t h e  w o r k , a n d  t h a t  w h a t  r e m a in e d  to  m e  a f te r w a r d s  w a a  

a  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  t h e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  a n d  e x e c u t iv e  w o r k  w h ic h  I  h a v o  

b een  d o in g  fr o m  t h e  first. I  h a d  m a d e  m y  a r r a n g e m e n ts  to  g o  fr o m  

S y d n e y  to  N e w  Z e a la n d , a n d  h a d  e n g a g e d  m y  p a ss a g e . O n  th e  M o n d a y  

a f te r  h e r  d e a th ,  I  w a s  to  h a v e  s a i le d . U p o n  r e c e iv in g  th e  c o n fir m a tio n  o f  

m y  in te l l ig e n c e  fr o m  t h e  r e p o r te r s  o f  t h e  P r e s s  a b o u t h e r  d e a th , I  w a s  

ju s t  c o m in g  o ff t h e  p la t fo r m  fr o m  a  c r o w d e d  m e e t in g  t h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  

a d d r e s s in g  in  a  p u b lic  h a ll ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  I  h a d  h a d  w a r n in g  o f  it ,  a n d  
a lth o u g h  1 h a d  so  lo n g  a n t ic ip a te d  i t ,  y e t ,  a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e , i t  s e e m e d  a  

te r r ib le  b lo w  to  m e . I  im m e d ia t e ly  d e t e r m in e d  to  a lte r  m y  p la n s  a n d  
c o m e  on  h e r e , a n d  su m m o n e d  b y  t e le g r a p h  m y  o ld  a s s o c ia te  a n d  c o 
fo u n d e r , M r. J u d g e ,  to  m e e t  m e  h e r e  a n d  c o n s u lt  w ith  o th e r  f r ie n d s  

u p o n  th e  f u tu r e  o f  o u r  S o c ie ty ,  b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  u n til  I  c a m e  to  th is  s p o t  
t h a t  I r e a l is e d  t h a t  H . P . B . w a s  d e a d . W e  h a d , fo r  th e  la s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  

b een  w o r k in g  a p a r t . I h a d  n o t  b e e n  a c c u s to m e d , a s  b e fo r e , t o  s e e  h e r  

e v e r y  d a y  a n d  e v e r y  h o u r , a n d  th e r e fo r e  I  d id  n o t  r e a lis e  t h e  fa c t ,  t h a t  
sh e  w a s  g o n e , u n t i l  I  c a m e  h e r e  a n d  s a w  h e r  e m p ty  room , a n d  f e l t  th a t  

w e  h a d  in d e e d  b e e n  b e r e a v e d . I p a s s e d  so m e  t im e  a lo n e  in  h e r  r o o m , 
a n d  1 r e c e iv e d  th e r e  w h a t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  m y  g u id a n c e  in  th e  f u t u r e ;
1 m a y  s im p ly  s a y , in  o n e  w o r d , t h e  g i s t  o f  i t  w a s  th a t  I  sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  

th e  w o r k  a s  th o u g h  n o th in g  w h a t e v e r  h a d  h a p p e n e d , an d  I  h a v e  b e e n  

d e l ig h te d  b e y o n d  m e a su r e  to  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  s p ir i t  h a s  b e e n  im p a r te d  to  

h e r  la t e  a s s o c ia t e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  in sp ir e d  b y  h e r  z e a l, to  

t h a t  e x t e n t ,  t h a t ,  w h i le  t h e ir  h e a r t s  h a v e  b e e n  w r e n c h e d  b y  th is  b lo w , 
t h e ir  c o u r a g e  h a s  n e v e r  f a lte r e d  fo r  a  m o m e n t , n o r  h a s  th e r e  b een  th o  

le a s t  v a c i l la t io n  n o r  th e  le a s t  in t im a t io n  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  r e a d y  to  a b a n d o n  

th e  w o r k  in  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  e n l i s t e d  t h e m . N o w , fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e , I  

fe e l w i l l in g  a n d  r e a d y  to  d ie . I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  g r e a t  a n x ie ty  o f  m y  l i f e  

s in c e  w e  l e f t  N e w  Y o r k  fo r  I n d ia , l e s t  I  m ig h t  d ie  in  t h e  v a r io u s  

e x p o s u r e s  t o  w h ic h  I  h a v e  b e e n  s u b je c te d , a n d  th u s  le a v e  t h e  m o v e m e n t  
b e fo r e  i t  h a d  g a in e d  v i t a l i t y  to  g o  on . “ I f  H . P . B . an d  I s h o u ld  d ie ,”  
i t  h a s  b e e n  s a id  b y  th e  H in d u s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  “ t h e  th in g  w o u ld  c o l la p s e .”  
N o w , h e r  d e a th  h a s  sh o w n  t h a t  i t  w il l  n o t  c o l la p s e , and  t h e r e f o r e  I  f e e l  

m u c h  m o r e  f e a r le s s  th a n  I h a v e  b e e n  h e r e to fo r e  a s  to  e x p o s in g  m y s e lf  in



d iffe r e n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o r ld . I f e e l  n o w  t h a t  t h i s  m o v e m e n t, h a s  a c q u ir e d  
a n  in d iv id u a lity  o f  i t s  o w n , a n d  t h a t  n o th in g  in  t h e  w o r ld  c a n  d r a g  i t  

d o w n . I  h a v e  h ad  r e c e n t ly  in  A u s t r a l ia  t h e  m o s t  s t r ik in g  p r o o f  o f  th e  
e x is te n c e  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld  o f  t h i s  y e a r n in g  a f te r  t h e  “  S e c r e t  

D o c tr in e ,” a f te r  m y s t ic is m , a f te r  th e  t r u th s  to  b e  o b ta in e d  b y  “ S o u l  

D e v e lo p m e n t .” I  fo u n d  e v e r y w h e r e  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l ia  la t e n t  in c l i 
n a t io n , p o te n c y  in  t h i s  d ir e c t io n , w h ic h  o n ly  r e q u ir e s  a n  e x c u s e  to  

m a n if e s t  i t s e l f .  I  fo n n d  i t  in  G r e a t  B r it a in ,  a n d  M r. J u d g e  h a s  fo u n d  
i t  in  A m e r ic a , so  t h a t  n o w  I  f e e l  sa t is f ie d  t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  m o s t  o f  u s  w h o  

a r e  e n g a g e d  in  t h i s  w o r k  a s  le a d e r s  s h o u ld  d ie ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t  i t s e l f  is  

a n  e n t i ty ,  h a s  i t s  o w n  v i t a l i t y  a n d  w i l l  k e e p  o n . H o w  i t  s h a l l  k e e p  on  

i s  a  q u e s t io n  fo r  u s  t o  c o n s id e r . W e  h a v e  h e r e to fo r e  h a d  in  e a s y  r e a c h  

a  t e a c h e r  w h o , l ik e  a n  in e x h a u s t ib le  w e l l  o f  f r e s h  w a te r ,  c o u ld  b e  d r a w n  

n p o n  a t  a n y  t im e  t h a t  w e  w e r e  t h ir s t in g  fo r  in fo r m a t io n . T h is  h a s  b e e n  

a n  a d v a n ta g e  in  o n e  w a y , b u t  a  g r e a t  d e t r im e n t  in  a n o th e r . T h e  v e r y  

in a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f  t h e  M a s te r s  i s  a n  a d v a n ta g e  t o  a l l  th o s e  w h o  w is h  to  
a c q u ir e  k n o w le d g e ,  b e c a u s e  in  t h e  e f fo r t  to  c o m e  n e a r  th e m , t o  g e t  a n y  

c o m m u n io n  w i t h  th e m , o n e  in s e n s ib ly  p r e p a r e s  in  h im s e l f  t h e  c o n d it io n s  

o f  s p ir itu a l  g r o w th , a n d  i t  i s  w h e n  w e  a r e  th r o w n  u p o n  o n r  o w n  r e s o u r c e s  

t h a t  w e  a re  e n a b le d  to  b r in g  o u t  t h e  p o w e r s  la t e n t  in  o u r  c o m p o s it io n .  

I  c o n s id e r  t h a t  H . P .  B .  h a s  d ie d  a t  th e  r ig h t  m o m e n t . S h e  h a s  le f t  w o rk  

u n fin ish e d , i t  i s  t r u e , b u t  s h e  h a s  a ls o  d o n e  w o r k  w h ic h  i s  q u ite  su ff ic ie n t,  

i f  w e  m a k e  u s e  o f  i t  p r o p e r ly , to  s u p p ly  u s  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  to  c o m e , w it h  

t h e  h e lp  t h a t  w e  n e e d  in  T h e o s o p h ic a l  p r o g r e s s . S h e  h a s  n o t  g o n e  

a w a y  a n d  l e f t  u s  a b s o lu t e ly  w it h o u t  u n p u b l is h e d  r e m a i n s ; o n  th e  

c o n tr a r y ,  s h e  h a s  l e f t  a  la r g e  b o d y  o f  th e m , a n d  in  t h e  c u s to d y  o f  h e r  

c h o s e n  d e p o s ito r y , M r s . B e s a n t , w h o , in  t h e  p r o p e r  w a y  a n d  a t  t h e  p r o p e r  
m o m e n t , w i l l  g iv e  th e m  o u t  to  t h e  w o r ld . B u t  I  m a in t a in  t h a t  e v e n  th o u g h  

n o t  a n o th e r  b o o k  h a d  b e e n  w r i t t e n  s a v e  I s is  U n v e i le d , t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n  e n o u g h  fo r  t h e  e a r n e s t  s tu d e n t .  I  m a y  s a y  t h a t  m y  th e o s o p h ic a l  

e d u c a t io n  h a s  b e e n  o b ta in e d  a lm o s t  e n t ir e ly  fr o m  t h a t  b o o k  ; fo r  m y  l i f e  

l ia s  b e e n  so  b u s y  o f  la te  y e a r s  tb a t  I  h a v e  h a d  n o  t im e  fo r  r e a d in g . I  
c a n n o t  r e a d  a n y t h in g  s e r io u s  w h e n  I  a m  t r a v e l l in g ,  a n d  a t  h o m e  m y  

m in d  i s  so  o v e r w h e lm e d  w i t h  t h e  a n x ie t ie s  o f  m y  o ffic ia l p o s it io n  t h a t  I  

h a v e  n o  t im e  a n d  n o  in c l in a t io n  to  s i t  d o w n  a n d  m e d ita t e  a n d  r e a d , so  

t h a t  o f  w h a t  I  k n o w  a b o n t  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  T h e o s o p h ic a l  m a t te r s ,  a  la r g e  

p a r t  h a s  b e e n  o b ta in e d  th r o u g h  I s is  U n v e ile d , in  t h e  c o m p o s it io n  o f  w h ic h  

I  w a s  e n g a g e d  w i t h  h e r  fo r  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s .  O u r  e f fo r t  sh o u ld  b e  to  

s p r e a d  e v e r y w h e r e  a m o n g  o n r  s y m p a t h is e r s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  e a c h  o n e  m u s t  

w o r k  o u t  h is  o w n  s a lv a t io n , t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  p r o g r e s s  w h a t e v e r  w i t h 

o n t  e ffo r t , a n d  t h a t  n o th in g  i s  so  p e r n ic io u s ,  n o t h in g  i s  s o  w e a k e n in g ,  a s  

t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  s p ir i t  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  n p o n  a n o th e r , n p o n  
a n o th e r ’s  w is d o m , n p o n  a n o th e r ’s  r ig h t e o u s n e s s .  I t  i s  a  m o s t  p e r n i
c io u s  t h in g  a n d  p a r a ly s e s  a l l  e f fo r t . N o w  a  m e th o d  t h a t  i s  p u r s u e d  in  
sc h o o ls  o f  Y o g a  in  I n d ia  a n d  in  T ib e t  i s  t h i s  : t h e  M a s te r  g iv e s  a t  l ir s t  n o  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  w h a t e v e r  t o  t h e  w o u ld -b e  p u p il ,  p e r h a p s  h e  w i l l  n o t  e v e n  

lo o k  a t h im , a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  p e r s o n s  a t ta c h  t h e m s e lv e s  to  a Y o g i  a s c h e la s ,

d e s p ite  h is  t r y in g  to  d r iv e  th e m  a w a y , p e r h a p s  w it h  b lo w s , or, a t  a n y  

r a te , d e s p ite  th e ir  b e in g  a p p a r e n t ly  sc o r n e d  an d  p u t  u p o n  in  e v e r y  p o s s i
b le  w a y  b y  t h e  Y o g i .  T h e y  p e r fo r m  m o s t  m e n ia l offices, s w e e p in g  th e  

floors, m a k in g  th e  fires, an d  e v e r y t h in g  o f  t h e  k in d , w h i le  p e r h a p s  t h e  
Y o g i  w i l l  r e w a r d  th e m  w it h  in d if fe r e n c e  fo r  m o n th s  o r  y e a r s . I f  t h e  

a s p ir a n t  is  r e a l ly  d e s ir o u s  o f  o b ta in in g  t h e  tr u th , h e  i s  n o t  d is c o u r a g e d  

b y  a n y  o f  t h e s e  r e b u ffs . A  t im e  f in a l ly  c o m e s , w h e n  h a v in g  t e s t e d  h im  

s u ff ic ie n tly , t h e  M a s te r  m a y  tu r n  to  h im  a n d  s e t  h is  fo o t  on  t h e  p a th  

b y  g iv in g  h im  th e  f ir s t  h in t .  T h e n  h e  w a i t s  t o  se e  h o w  h e  w i l l  p ro fit  b y  

t h a t  h in t , a n d  t h e  r a p id ity  o f  h is  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o g r e s s  d e p e n d s  e n t ir e ly  
u p o n  h is  o w n  b e h a v io u r . B u t  w e  m a y  s a y  w e  h a v e  b e e n  fa r  b e t te r  o ff  

th a n  th a t .  W e  h a v e  h a d  H . P .  B .  w i t h  u s  a s  an  a c t iv e  w o r k e r  fo r  t h e  

la s t  s ix t e e n  y e a r s ,  d u r in g  w h ic h  t im e  s h e  h a s  g iv e n  o u t  in  v a r io u s  

c h a n n e ls ,  in  t h e  T h e o so p h ist, in  L u c if e r , h e r  b o o k s, a n d  h e r  c o n v e r s a t io n ,  

a  g r e a t  v o lu m e  o f  e s o te r ic  t e a c h in g ,  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  h in ts ,  w h ic h , i f  

ta k e n , u n d e r s to o d , a n d  fo l lo w e d  u p , w i l l  e n a b le  a n y  o n e  o f  u s  to  m a k e  
d e c id e d  p r o g r e s s  in  o u r  t h e o s o p h ic a l  d ir e c t io n .

I  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  h o ld in g  C o n v e n t io n s  o f  D e le g a t e s  

r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  S o c ie ty .  H e r e  o n  t h e  w a l ls  y o u  s e e  p h o to g r a p h s  
o f  so m e  o f  th o s e  C o n v e n t io n s . T h is  i s  t h e  f ir st  C o n v e n t io n  t h a t  h a s  

b e e n  h e ld  in  E u r o p e . Y o u  a r e  b e h in d  A m e r ic a , w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  

h o ld in g  s p le n d id  C o n v e n t io n s  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  p a s t .  T h is  i s  th e  

b e g in n in g  in  E u r o p e . W e  h a v e  a  fa ir  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  o u r  m o v e 

m e n t  in  d if fe r e n t  p a r ts  o f  E u r o p e , b u t  n o th in g  l ik e  a s  f u l l  a n  o n e  a s  

w i l l  c o m e  a f t e r  t h i s  in i t i a t iv e  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r s to o d  a n d  f o l lo w e d  u p . 
W e  a r e  a t  t h e  t h r e s h o ld  o f  t h e  w o r k  in  E u r o p e , w ith  e v e r y  p r o m ise  

b e fo r e  u s  o f  a n  im m e n s e  e x t e n s io n  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t . W e  h a v e  

e v e r y  r e a so n  to  b e  sa t is f ie d  w it h  t h e  o u t lo o k . W h e n  w e  c o n s id e r  t h e  

e n o r m o u s  r e a c t io n a r y  in f lu e n c e s  a t  w o r k  in  d if fe r e n t  p a r ts  o f  C h r is t 
e n d o m  ; w h e n  w e  c o n s id e r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  v ic io u s  t e n d e n c ie s  a n d  o f  

m a te r ia l i s t ic  o p in io n s  in  E u r o p e a n  c o u n tr ie s ;  w h e n  w e  lo o k  a t  t h e  
d is t r ib u t io n  o f  o u r  l i t e r a tu r e  a n d  s e e  h o w  d e v o te d  p e r s o n s  in  d if fe r 

e n t  c o u n tr ie s ,  l ik e  o u r  s p le n d id  S w e d is h  g r o u p , a r e  r e n d e r in g  th e  

w o r k s  in to  t h e i r  v e r n a c u la r s  a n d  a r e  c ir c u la t in g  th e m  in  th e ir  

c o u n tr ie s ,  a n d  s e e  w h a t  r e s u l t s  w e  a r e  o b ta in in g , I  t h in k  m y  o b se r 

v a t io n  i s  c o r r e c t , t h a t  w e  h a v e  g r e a t  r e a so n  to  b e  s a t is f ie d  w it h  

t h e  o u t lo o k . I  w i s h  t h a t  e v e r y  d e le g a t e  in  th is  C o n v e n t io n  r e p r e 

s e n t in g  a n y  c o u n tr y  m a y  t a k e  to  h e a r t  to  a v o id  a s  a  p e s t i le n c e  
t h e  f e e l in g  o f  lo c a l  p r id e  o r  lo c a l e x c lu s iv e n e s s .  W it h  p o l i t ic a l  
d iv i s io n s  w e  h a v e  n o th in g  to  d o ; w i t h  d is t in c t io n s  o f  r a n k  a n d  c a s te  

a n d  c r e e d  w e  h a v e  n o th in g  t o  d o . O u r s  is  a  c o m m o n , n e u tr a l  
g r o u n d , w h e r e  t h e  s ta n d a r d  o f  r e s p e c t  i s  t h e  s ta n d a r d  o f  a  p u r if ie d  

h u m a n ity . O u r  id e a ls  a r e  h ig h e r  th a n  th o s e  o f  t im e - s e r v in g  c o m 
m u n it ie s .  W e  h a v e  n o  k in g , n o  e m p e r o r , n o  p r e s id e n t , n o  d ic ta to r , h e r e  

in  o u r  s p ir itu a l  l i f e .  W e  w e lc o m e  e v e r y b o d y  w h o  is  e a g e r  a f t e r  t h e  
t r u th  to  a  s e a t  b e s id e  n s  on  t h e  b e n c h , o n  t h e  so le  c o n d itio n  t h a t  h e  o r  

sh e  w i l l  h e lp  u s  in  o u r  s tu d ie s , a n d  w i l l  r e c e iv e  in  a k in d ly  a n d  b r o th e r ly



s p ir i t  a n y  h e lp  th a t  w e  a r e  r e a d y  a n d  a b le  to  g iv e .  W e  sh o u ld  t h e r e 

fo r e  k n o w  n o  E n g la n d , n o  S c o t la n d , n o  F r a n c e , n o  G e r m a n y , n o  S w e d e n ,  
n o  S p a in , n o  I t a ly .  T h e s e  a r e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  a b s tr a c t io n s . F o r  u s  t h e  

te r m s  d o  n o t  e x i s t  in  o u r  t h e o s o p h ic a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s . W e  h a v e  S w e d is h  
b r o th e r s  a n d  G e r m a n  b r o th e r s  a n d  F r e n c h  b r o th e r s  a n d  S p a n is h  b r o th e r s ,  

a n d  E n g l is h ,  I r is h ,  S c o tc h , W e ls h ,  a n d  so  f o r t h ; a s  b r o th e r s  w e  k n o w  
th e m , a s  b r o th e r s  w e  a r e  b o u n d  to  th e m , a n d  in  e v e r y  w a y ; so  t h a t  

in  y o u r  w o r k  in  y o u r  d if f e r e n t  c o u n tr ie s  y o u  s h o u ld  t r y  to  im b u e  

y o u r  f e l lo w s  w it h  t h e  f e e l in g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  u n io n  t h a t  h a s  n o  r e g a r d  to  

g e o g r a p h ic a l  o r  n a t io n a l  b o u n d a r ie s  o r  l im it a t io n s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f ir s t  
s t e p  in  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t  i s  g e n e r o u s  a ltr u is m ,  

f o r g e t fu ln e s s  o f  s e lf ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t io n  a n d  b r e a k in g -d o w n  o f  th e  b a r r ie r s  

o f  p e r s o n a l p r e ju d ic e , a n  e x p a n d in g  h e a r t , a n  e x p a n d in g  so u l, so  a s  to  

u n i t e  o n e s e l f  w i t h  a l l  p e o p le s  a n d  a l l  t h e  r a c e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  in  t r y in g  to  

r e a l is e  u p o n  e a r th  t h a t  K in g d o m  o f  H e a v e n  w h ic h  w a s  sp o k e n  o f  in  th o  

B ib le ,  a n d  w h ic h  m e a n s  t h i s  u n iv e r s a l  b r o th e r h o o d  o f  t h e  a d v a n c e d  a n d  
p e r fe c te d  h u m a n it y  w h ic h  h a s  p r e c e d e d  u s  in  t h e  m a r c h  o f  c o sm ic  e v o 

lu t io n .  A n d  n o w , n o t  t o  d e t a in  y o u  lo n g e r ,  I  w e lc o m e  y o u  w it h  a  f u l l  

h e a r t  a n d  a n  o u t s t r e t c h e d  h a n d  to  t h i s  f a m i ly  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  T h e o s o 

p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .  I  w is h  y o u  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  

C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y ,  t h a t  y o u  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d ig n i t y  a n d  t h e  m a je s ty  

o f  th e  S o c ie ty ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u r  in te r e s t  i s  a s  d e e p  in  t h e  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  

t r a n s p ir in g  in  t h e  A m e r ic a n  s e c t io n , a n d  in  t h e  I n d ia n  s e c t io n , a n d  in  

C e y lo n  a n d  o th e r  s e c t io n s , a s  i t  i s  in  w h a t  i s  m e r e ly  t r a n s p ir in g  w i t h in  

t h e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  b o u n d a r ie s  w h ic h  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  in  y o u r  r e s p e c t iv e  

b r a n c h e s . I  h o p e  t h e  s p ir i t  o f  a m it y  m a y  d w e l l  in  t h i s  m e e t in g ; t h a t  w e  

m a y  f e e l  t h a t  w e  a r e  in  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  O n e s  w h o s e  th o u g h t s  

t a k e  in  w h a t  i s  t r a n s p ir in g  a t  a n y  d i s t a n c e  a s  e a s i l y  a s  w h a t  i s  t r a n s 
p ir in g  n e a r  b y , a n d  a ls o  t h a t  w e  a r e  im b u e d , su r r o u n d e d , b y  th e  in f lu 
e n c e  o f  m y  d e a r  c o l le a g u e  a n d  y o u r  r e v e r e d  t e a c h e r  w h o  h a s  l e f t  u s  fo r  

a w h i le  to  r e tu r n  u n d e r  a n o th e r  fo r m , a n d  u n d e r  m o r e  fa v o u r a b le  c o n d i

t io n s .  (C h e e r s .)

E e s o l u t i o n s  i n  H o n o u r  o f  H . P . B .

T h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r  s a id  :— O u r  f ir s t  E u r o p e a n  C o n v e n t io n  

i s  a  s o le m n  a n d  im p o r ta n t  d a y  t o  u s . I t  m a r k s  a n  e p o c h  in  t h e  a n n a ls  

o f  t h e  T . S . ; fo r  i t  g r e a t ly  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  e le c t io n s  a n d  r e s o lu t io n s  o f  

t o - d a y ,  w h e t h e r  w e  b e  a b le  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  l e f t  t o  u s  b y  H . P . B .  

H e r e  I  w o u ld  r e m in d  y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  r e m a in  o n ly  s ix  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s  

•b e fo re  t h e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  c y c le ,  in  w h ic h  t o  w o r k  ; a n d  I  e a r n e s t ly  im p lo r e  

y o u  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  a l l  t h e  z e a l  a n d  e n e r g y  o f  w h ic h  y o u  a r e  c a p a b le , so  

t h a t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  w e  m a y  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  f e e l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  

d o n e  o u r  d u ty .

H .  P .  B .  h a s  g o n e , b u t  h e r  in f lu e n c e  i s  e v e r  w i t h  u s ,  a n d  w e  s h o u ld  
c o m m e n c e  t h e  d a y ’s  p r o c e e d in g s  w i t h  a  t h o u g h t  o f  l o v in g  g r a t i tu d e ,  

a n d  a n  u n s p o k e n  b u t  h e a r t f e lt  v o w  t h a t  w e  w i l l  d o  o u r  v e r y  u tm o s t  to  
c a r r y  on  h e r  n o b le  w o r k . ( A p p la u s e .)

T h e  C o u n te s s  th e n  o ffer ed  t h e  f o l lo w in g  r e s o lu t io n  
Resolved:—'That this Convention of the Theosophical Society in Enrope, be

fore proceeding to the business for tlie discharge of wliich it was summoned, places 
on record its gratitude to H. P. Blavatsky for the devoted and unbroken service 
rendered throughout her life to the cause of Theosophy; it thanks her for the 
Light she brought from the East to the West, in the spreading of which she 
showed a courage that never flinched and a loyalty that never wavered, and it 
resolves, as the best evidence of the honour in which it holds her memory, to call 
on all Theosophists to carry on her work, and to labour with redoubled energy for 
the spreading of the knowledge of Theosophy and the extension and strengthening 
of the Theosophical Society,

S e n o r  J o s e  X i f r e  s a id  ( in  F r e n c h )  t h a t  in  s e c o n d in g  th e  r e s o lu 
t io n  h e  a s s u r e d  h is  b r o th e r  T h e o s o p h is t s  o f  th e  u n c h a n g e a b le  lo y a l ty  

a n d  d e v o t io n  o f  t h e ir  S p a n is h  c o l le a g u e s ,  a n d  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  th e  C o n 

t in e n t a l  d e le g a t e s ,  g a v e  a  p le d g e  to  c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e ir  f r ie n d  a n d  

t e a c h e r . ( A p p la u s e . )  T h e  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  c a r r ie d  b y  a c c la m a tio n .

H . P . B . M e m o r ia l  F u n d .

W i l l ia m  Q . J u d g e  b r o u g h t  fo r w a r d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  r e s o lu t io n s  :—
1. That the most fitting and permanent memorial of H. P. B.’s life and 

work would be the production and publication of such papers, books, and translations 
as will tend to promote that intimate tmion between the life and thought of tho 
Orient and the Occident to the bringing about of which her life was devoted.

2. That an “ H. P. B. Memorial Fund’* be instituted for this purpose, to 
which all those who feel gratitude or admiration towards H. P. B. for her work, 
both within and without the T. S., are earnestly invited to contribute as their means 
may allow.

3. That the President of the Theosophical Society, together with the Gene
ral Secretaries of all Sections of the same, constitute the Committee of Management 
of this Fund.

4. That the Presidents of Lodges in each Section be a Committee to col
lect and forward to the General Secretary of their respective Sections the neces
sary fund8 for this purpose.

In  s e c o n d in g  t h e  r e s o lu t io n s ,  A n n i e  B e s a n t  sa id  :— “ I  h a v e  b e e n  

a s k e d  to  p u t  in to  p r a c t ic a l  fo r m  t h e  r e s o lu t io n  o f  C o u n te s s  W a c h t 
m e is te r . I n  a d o p t in g  t h e  f ir s t  r e s o lu t io n  in  H . P . B . ’s  h o n o u r , y o u  h a v e  

pledged y o u r s e lv e s  to  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  in  b u s in e s s - l ik e  sh a p e . 

W h a t  m o r e  f i t t in g  m e m o r ia l  fo r  h e r  t h a n  t h e  c a r r y in g  on o f  t h a t  w o r k  
in  a  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  w r it t e n  fo rm , a n d  h o w  b e t te r  c a n  w e  sh o w  o u r  

lo y a l t y  to  h e r  l i f e  a n d  h e r  w o r k  th a n  in  a s s o c ia t in g  t h is  f ir s t  C o n v e n t io n  

w it h  t h e  in s t i t u t io n  o f  su c h  a  m e m o r ia l ! C le a r ly  i t  n e e d s  f e w  w o r d s ,  

s a v e  th o s e  o f  e x p la n a t io n , to  e n s u r e  t h e  c o m p le te  a n d  u n a n im o u s  a c c e p t 

a n c e  o f  t h e  r e s o lu t io n s  w h ic h  I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  to  se co n d . T h e  t w o  
la t t e r  c la u s e s  a r e  a  b u s in e s s  a r r a n g e m e n t  fo r  c a r r y in g  o u t  t h e  f ir s t . 

Y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  n o  b e t t e r  h a n d s  in to  w h ic h  to  p la c e  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  
s u c h  m e m o r ia l  fu n d  th a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  S e c r e ta r ie s  e le c t e d  b y  t h e  S e c 
t io n s  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y ,  a n d  t h e  P r e s id e n t  c h o s e n  b y  th e  M a s te r s  t o  le a d  
t h a t  S o c ie t y  b e fo r e  t h e  w o r ld . A n d  in  s p e a k in g  o f  t h is  m e m o r ia l, w h ic l i  

w i l l  b e  a  p e r m a n e n t  m a r k  o f  o u r  lo v e  a n d  o u r  r e s p e c t , w i l l  t h e  C o n 
v e n t io n  p e r m it  m e  to  a d d  t h a t  i t  c e r t a in ly  h a s  th e  a p p r o v a l o f  a l l  w h o  

w e r e  c lo s e ly  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  h o r  d u r in g  h e r  la t te r  y e a r s ; t h a t  h e r



l e a v in g  u s is  in  n o  m a n n e r  a  c h a n g e  in  h e r  p o s it io n  to  t h is  S o c ie ty , n o r  

a  c h a n g e  in  th e  l in e s  o f  i t s  w o r k . C o lo n e l O lc o t t  sp o k e  w o r d s  a p p r o 
p r ia te  a n d  to u c h in g  o f  t h e  sh o c k  t h a t  h e r  d e p a r tu r e  w a s  to  h im . H e  

sp o k e  o f  th e  b lo w  w h ic h  f e l l  u p o n  u s  h e r e ; m a y  I s a y  fo r  th o s e  w h o  

l iv e d  c lo s e ly  w it h  h e r , t h a t  w h a t  s h e  w a s  w i t h  u s  in  h e r  v i s ib le  p r e s 

e n c e , s h e  i s  to  u s  s t i l l  : f r ie n d , g u id e ,  t e a c h e r , m a s te r .  W e  k n o w  n o  
c h a n g e  b e c a u se  sh e  h a s  p a s s e d  fr o m  t h e  v i s ib l e  in to  t h e  in v i s ib le .  In  

a s k in g  y o u  t o  fo u n d  t h i s  m e m o r ia l ,  w e  a s k  y o u  to  fo u u d  it , n o t  to  a  d e a d  
te a c h e r , b u t  to  a  l i v in g  e n e r g y ,  a n  e n e r g y  a s  r e a l  n o w  a s  i t  w a s  r e a l  
w h e n  c lo th e d  in  t h e  b o d y  o f  H .  P .  B la v a t s k y  ; a  m e m o r ia l  o f  o u r  lo v o  

t o  h e r , a n d  o f  t h e  lo v e  o f  a  l i v in g  p r e s e n c e  w h o m  w e  r e c o g n is e  a m o n g s t  

u s  s t i l l . ”  ( C h e e r s .)
B er t r a m  K e ig h t l e y  th e n  s a id  :— “  A s  r e p r e s e n t in g  h e r e  t h e  In d ia n  

S e c t io n  o f  t h e  S o c ie t y ,  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  a u d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  w h ic h -  so  

m a n y  y e a r s  o f  H . P .  B . ’s  l i f e  a n d  w o r k  w e r e  d e v o t e d , i t  m a y  b e  r ig h t  

t h a t  I  s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  o n  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s it io n , p a r t ic u la r ly  

a s  I  a m  p e r s o n a lly  r e s p o n s ib le  to  a  c e r t a in  e x t e n t  fo r  i t .  O r ig in a l ly ,  

t h e  w is h  o f  a l l  n e a r e s t  to  h e r  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  to  p r o v id e  fo r  th is  

t e s t im o n y  o f  o u r  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  lo v e  o f  h e r , b y  e n s u r in g  a  s p e e d y  

p u b lic a t io n  o f  a l l  t h e  m a n u s c r ip ts  s h e  m a y  h a v e  l e f t  b e h in d  u n p u b 
l i s h e d  ; b u t  I  h a v e  b e e n  in fo r m e d  s in c e  a r r iv in g  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  p u b lic a t io n  

o f  a l l  th o s e  l i t e r a r y  r e m a in s  i s  a lr e a d y  p r o v id e d  fo r , a n d  i s  g o in g  on  a s  

s p e e d i ly  a s  th e  d if f ic u lt ie s  c o n n e c te d  w it h  t h e  w o r k  a llo w , a n d  th a t  i s  th e  

r e a s o n  w h y  n o  sp e c if ic  r e f e r e n c e  is  m a d e  in  t h i s  f ir s t  r e s o lu t io n  to  a n y  w o r k  
t h a t  s h e  h a s  le f t  b e h in d  h e r . B u t  i f  w e  lo o k  b a c k  o v e r  th e  w h o le  c o u r se  
o f  t h is  m o v e m e n t  a n d  o f  h e r  c o n n e c t io n  w it h  i t ,  i t  s ta n d s  o u t  in  t h e  v e r y  

p la in e s t  w a y  t h a t  s h e  a im e d  a n d  w o r k e d  to  b r in g  t h e  l i f e  a n d  th o u g h t  

o f  t h e  E a s t  t o  b e a r  u p o n  t h e  l i f e  a n d  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  W e s t .  S h e  h a s  

d o n e  m u c h  h e r s e l f  to  f a c i l i t a t e  t h is ,  a n d  t o  b r in g  i t  a b o u t, b u t  u n fo r tu 

n a t e ly  m o r e  y e t  r e m a in s  t o  b e  d o n e  t h a t  h e r  o b je c t  m a y  b e  a t ta in e d ,  

b e c a u s e  I  n e e d  h a r d ly  r e m in d  m o s t  o f  y o u  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  b y  ou r  

p r e s e n t  O r ie n ta lis t s  i s  o n ly  o f  a  v e r y  s e c o n d a r y  d e g r e e ,  w o r k  w h ic h  sho  

w o u ld  r e c o g n is e  a s  t e n d in g  t o w a r d  h e r  p u r p o se . F e w  in d e e d  a m o n g s t  

o u r  O r ie n ta l  s c h o la r s  a r e  in  r e a l ly  s y m p a t h e t ic  r e la t io n s  w it h  t h e  r e l i 

g io n  a n d  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  so  a s  t o  e n a b le  th e m  t o  m a k e  t h a t  

t h o u g h t  r e a l ly  in t e l l i g ib l e ,  r e a l ly  v i t a l  in  t h e  W e s t .  M a n y  v o lu m e s  

o f  t r a n s la t io n s  a lr e a d y  e x i s t ,  b u t  th e ] in f lu e n c e  t h e y  h a v e  e x e r te d  in  th e  

W e s t ,  e x c e p t  in  so  f a r  a s  H . P .  B . h a s  u n lo c k e d  t h e i r  m e a n in g  to  u s , h a s  
b e e n  s m a ll  in d e e d . T h e  o b je c t  a im e d  [a t  b y  t h i s  F u n d  i s  to  c a r r y  

o n  t h e  w o r k  in  h e r  w a y  b y  o b ta in in g  t h e  c o -o p e r a t io n  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  o f  

a s  m a n y  H in d o o  s c h o la r s  in  t h i s  d ir e c t io n  a s  w e  c a n  g e t .  T h e r e  aro  

m a n y  m e n  in  I n d ia  w h o  w o u ld  g la d ly  g iv e  t o  t h i s  w o r k  t h e ir  t im e ,  

k n o w le d g e ,  a n d  e n e r g y ,  g r a t i s  a n d  fo r  n o t h i n g ; b u t  I n d ia  i s  a  v e r y  p o o r  

c o u n tr y .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  w h o  c a n  t a k e  t im e  fr o m  e a r n in g  th e ir  

d a ily  b r e a d  to  g iv e  t o  l i t e r a r y  la b o u r s  o f  t h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  i s  v e r y  sm a ll ,  
a n d  a g a in  i t  i s  n o t  o f t e n  t h a t  t h e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  s u c h  w o r k  r e p a y s  i t s  

e x p e n s e s  j h e n c e  I  s p e a k  t h e  f e e l in g  o f  I n d ia , E u r o p e , a n d  A m e r ic a ,

en  I  s a y  th a t  a  F u n d  o f  th is  k in d  w il l  d o  a n  im m e n se  a m o u n t  o f  g o o d  

« a s s i s t  v i t a l ly ,  r e a l ly  a n d  p e r m a n e n t ly  to  p r o m o te  th e  w o r k  w h ic h  

f 1“ n 0 b l j  a n d  d ie d  in  t h e  ta s k  o f  c a r i7 in S  f t  o n . I t  is

I n d i a 7 n T  f f  t0 What 1 haVe Said’ CXCept t0 Say that beforo 1 leffcIn d ia , m  t h e  f e w  d a y s  t b a t  e la p s e d  a f t e r  t h e  n e w s  o f  h e r  d e p a r tu r e , I

b e  ta k e n  to ™  f  ° f  ^  ° 0 u n tr ->r ,e t t e r s  n l'g 'n£  t h a t  s t e p s  s h o u ld
fo r  h e r  l ‘f a u  a  perraanenfc m e m o r ia l  w o r th y  o f  o u r  g r a t i t u d e

h e l  h f e  la b o u r s .” ( A p p la u s e .)

u n a n im o u sly ^ 1110 d ls c u s s i0 n  a s  to  d e t a i l ,  t h e  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  c a r r ie d

T h e  A s h e s  o f  H . P . B . ’s  B o d y .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  le t t e r  w a s  th e n  r e a d  b y  t h e  C h a irm a n

F r o m  t h e  P r e s i d k n t - F o u n d e r  t o  t b e  C o n v e n t i o n .

L a d ie s  a n d  G en tlem en , B ro th e rs  a n d  S i s t e r s — l i  w i l l  b e  c o n c e d e d  b y  
e v e r y  e o s o p h is t  t h a t  t h e  L a n d  o f  t h e  M a s te r s  a n d  t h e  C r a d le  o f  t h e  

S e c r e t  D o c tr in e  is  h o ly  g r o u n d . W h a t  m o r e  n a tu r a l, th e n , th a n  t h a t  w e  

s h o u ld  w xsh  to  d e p o s i t  t h e  a s h e s  o f  o u r  d e a r  T e a c h e r  in  t h a t  sa c r e d  s o i l  

w it h  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  b le n d e d  t h o s e  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  a d e p ts  ? S u c h  w a ,  
H er o w n  e x p e c t a t io n ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a lw a y s  u n d e r s to o d  b e tw e e n  u s  t h a t  

w  u c h e v e r  s u r v iv e d , t h e  o th e r  s h o u ld  s e e  t h a t  t h e  c o l le a g u e ’s  a s h e s  w e r o  

so  d is p o s e d  o f. I  h a v e ,  m o r e o v e r , t h e  s a m e  w is h  e x p r e s se d  b y  h e r  in

1 m g ’ i ,  6,  m e r e  faC t *h a t  t h e  P e r s o n a l r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  h e r s e l f  
a n d  so m e  H .n d u s  h a d  b e e n  s o m e w h a t  s t r a in e d  o f  la te , c a r r ie s  n o  w e ig h t  
a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  m a m  q u e s t io n  : n o th in g  c a n  r o b  In d ia  o f  h e r  h o a r y  c la im  
to  t h e  w o r ld  s  r e v e r e n c e , n o r  ca n  a r y t h i n g - a t  le a s t  fo r  g e n e r a t io n s  to  

c o m e  im p a r t  a  sa c r e d  c h a r a c te r , in  t h e  e s o te r ic is t ’s  e y e s ,  to  L o n d o n  

or  N e w  T o rk  g r o u n d . I n  m y  o p in io n , th e r e fo r e , th e  p r o p e r  p la c e  o f  
d e p o s it  f o r  H  P . B . ’s  a s h e s  i s  th e  H e a d -q u a r te r s  a t  I d j a r ,  M a S a s  
In d ia , a n d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  I n d ia  I  c la im  t h e m . ’

B u t ,  w h i le  t h u s  d e f in in g  m y  v i e w s  a n d  t h e  w is h e s  o f - I  t h in k  I
m a y  s a y - t h e  w h o le  O r ie n t , I  w is h  t o  p r o p o se  a  p la n  w h ic h  w i l l  s a t i s f y

h e  n a tu r a l lo n g in g  o f  o u r  W e s te r n  m e m b e r s , w h o  w i l l  d e s ir e  to  slia .ro

in  t h e  c u s to d y  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  d u s t . I t  w a s  t h e  a n c ie n t  c u s to m , in  s im ila r
c a se s , o  d iv id e  t h e  a s h e s  o f  g r e a t  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s a g e s  a m o n g  th o s e  m o s t
w o r th y  to  b e c o m e  t h e ir  c u s to d ia n s . T h u s  t h e  a s h e s  o f  th e  B u d d h a  w e r o
d is tr ib u te d  to  v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s ,  a n d  I  m y s e l f  h a v e  p r e a c h e d  T h e o s o p h y

a s e v e r a l  s h r in e s  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  e n to m b e d  d u r in g  t w e n ty - t h r e e  
or to u r  c e n tu r ie s . J

r  y V t  ? , nSidCr ^  The0R 0Pb ic a l  c a r e e r  o f  H . P . B ., w e  find  ifc 
d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  s t a g e s ,  v iz ., N e w  Y o r k , I n d ia , a n d  L o n d o n - i t s  c r a d le
a lta r , a n d  to m b  I  th in k , th e n , t h a t  h e r  a s h e s  sh o u ld  be d iv id e d  in to  

th r e e  p a r c e ls  a n d  k e p t  a t  t h e  th r e e  p la c e s  : t h e  g r e a te r  b u lk , o f  c o u r s e  

a t  M a d r a s  I t  s h o u ld  b e  d i s t in c t ly  s t ip u la te d  th a t  in  c a s e  c i th e r  the’ 
L o n d o n  o r  N e w  Y o r k  H e a d -q u a r te r s  s h o u ld , fro m  a n y  c a u se , b e  h e r e a f t e r  

ro k en  u p ,  t h e  p o r t io n  o f  a s h e s  th e r e  in  c u s t o d y  sh o u ld  b e  s e n t  to  A d y a r  

o r  r e u n io n  w i t h  t h e  m a in  b u lk  th e r e  b u r ie d . I  a lso  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a ., 
th e  L o n d o n  H c a d -q u a r te r a  i s  ours a n d  w i l l  b e  p e r m a n e n t, a n d  th o
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A m e r ic a n  o n e is  a s y e t  h o u se d  in  r e n te d  p r e m is e s ,th e  p o r t io n  s e t  a s id e  fm  

A m e r ic a  b e  r e ta in e d  in L o n d o n  u n t i l  w e  h a v e  o u r  o w n  h o m e  s e e n r e d m N e w  
Y o r k . I  m a k e  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  b e c a u se  M r . J u d g e  h a s  c o l le c t e d  a  p a r t  o£ 

t h e  n e e d e d  p u r c h a se  m o n e y , a n d  w i l l  so o n  h a v e  t h e  w h o le  su b s c r ib e d .

A s  r e g a r d s  a n  u rn , I  s h a l l  c o l le c t  in  I n d ia  w h a t e v e r  i s  r e q u ir e d , a n d  

v o u  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r ic a  w i l l  e a s i ly  b e  e n a b le d  to  d o  t h e  s a m e  fo r  y o u r  
p o r t io n s . I  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  s u i t a b le  s h r in e  fo r  A d y a r  w i l l  b e  so m e  

fo r m  o f  t h e  D a g o b a , w i t h  c o n v e n ie n t  sp a c e s  fo r  t h e  a s h e s  o f  o t h e r '1 eo- 

e o p h is t s  w h o  m a y  h e r e a f t e r  b e  c o u n te d  w o r th y  t o  h a v e  t h e ir  d u s t  d e p o 

s e d  w i t h  h e r s . H  g  0 lc 0 T T )  p  T . g .

A n n ie  B e sa n t  m o v e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s id e n t ’s  l e t t e r  b e  a d o p te d  a s  a  

r e s o lu t io n .  W illiam  Q . 'J udge  s e c o n d e d  t h e  m o t io n , s a y in g  t h a t  h o  

t h o r o u g h ly  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  P r e s id e n t .  I t  w a s  a  q u e s t io n  o f  ju s t ic e ,  a n d  

i f  a n y  o th e r  a r r a n g e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  a d o p te d , t h o u g h  h e  h im s e l f  p e r s o n 

a l l y  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  n o  c la im , h e  f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  A m e n c a n  S e c t io n
-w ou ld  h a v e  d o n e  so . T h e  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  c a r r ie d  u n a n im o u s ly .

T h e  C a s k e t

T h e  C o u n tess  W a c h tm eisteii sa id  t h a t  s h e  h a d  p e r s o n a l  k n o w le d g o  

o f  H e r r  B e n g t s s o n  w h o  w a s  n o te d  in  P a r is  fo r  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  w o r k . H o
e x e c u t e s  o r d e r s  fo r  E u r o p e a n  c o u r ts .  H e r r  B e n g t s s o n  i s  a  b o r n  a is  , 

i n  lo v e  w i t h  a r t , a n d  h i s  d e v o t io n  to  T h e o s o p h y  w o u ld  a d d  g r e a te r  

e n t h u s ia s m  t o  t h e  w o r k  h e  g e n e r o u s ly  p r o p o s e d  to  u n d e r ta k e .  S  10 
t h e r e f o r e  m o v e d  t h a t  t b e  k in d  o ffe r  o f  B r o th e r  B e n g t s s o n  s h o u ld  b e  

•a c c e p te d . T h e  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  s e c o n d e d  b y  B r o . J .  W . B r o p ie  n n e s , an  

u n a n im o u s ly  c a r r ie d  a m id s t  lo u d  a p p la u s e . T h e  S e c r e t a r y  w a s  d ir e c te d  

t o  n o t i f y  to  H e r r  B e n g t s s o n  t h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  h is  g e n e r o u s  p r o p o sa l, an d  

a ls o  to  c o n v e y  to  h im  t h e  p e r s o n a l  g r a t i tu d e  o f  t h e  P r e s id e n t - F o u n d e i , 
w h o  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  t e n d e r e s t  f e e l in g s  a n d  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

h e a r t  w e r e  w o n t  to  b e  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  u r n s  c o n t a in in g  t h e  a s h e s  o f  th e  
d e a d ,  a n d  t h e  h e a r t  o f  e v e r y  T h e o o s o p h is t  w o u ld  g o  o u t  to  t h e ir  S w e ^ .s h  
B r o th e r  o n  k n o w in g  t h a t  in  L o n d o n  a t  l e a s t  a  f i t t in g  r e c e p t a c lc  h a d  b een  

f o u n d  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e  a s h e s  o f  t h e ir  g r e a t  d e a d . O n  m o t i o n o f  B e r tr a m  
K e i g h t l e y ,  i t  w a s  d e c id e d  t o  t e le g r a p h  to  H e r r  B e n g t s s o n  t h e  th a n k s  

th n  C o n v e n t io n  a n d  t h e  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r .
T h e  t e le g r a m  t r a n s la t e d ,  r a n  a s  f o l lo w s  : “  H e r r  S v e n  B e n g s s o n ,  

L u n d  S w e d e n  T h e  E u r o p e a n  C o n v e n t io n  a c c e p t  w i t h  w a r m e s

" g  y o n — S w e d is h  B ™ > c h .“  T h e  r e . d i n g  » '

m e s s a g e  w a s  r e c e iv e d  w i t h  e n t h u s ia s t ic  a p p la u s e .
O n  s u g g e s t io n  o f  t h e  P r e s id e n t  a n  A d v is o r y  C o m m it te e  w a s  a p p o in t-  

e d  t o " S e d c . i g h .  . n d  e . M .  p r e l t a i n . r i . . -  T h .  M t o w .n g  - - e t a * .

t e s s  W a c h t m e is te r ,  C o n s ta n c e  W i l l ia m s ,  C la u d e  F .  W r i g h t .  T h e  G e n e ia l  

S e c r e ta r ie s  th c tt  r e a d  t h e ir s  a a d t l i c u :  T r e a s u r e r s ,  r e p o r t s .

Mr. Mead, fo r  t h e  E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n , sa id  : “ A lth o u g h  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

S e c t io n  is  s c a r c e ly  o n e  y e a r  o ld , I  h a v e  t h e  h a p p y  h o n o u r  to  r e p o r t  
g o o d  w ork . T h e  m a in  o b je c t  o f  f o r m in g  t h i s  S e c t io n  w a s  to  c e n t r a l iz e  

th e  e ffo r ts  o f  o u r  C o n t in e n ta l  b r e th r e n , a n d  p r o c u r e  q u ic k e r  t r a n s a c t io n  
o f  b u s in e s s  th a n  t h e  d is ta n c e  fro m  P lu rop e to  A d y a r  a n d  b a c k  a l lo w e d .  
*lo t h is  en d  th e  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r  d e le g a t e d  h is  p o w ers  to  o u r  h o n o u r 
e d  te a c h e r , H . P . B la v a t s k y ,  a n d  u n d e r  h e r  a u sp ic e s  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  
S o c ie ty  in  E u r o p e  h a s  sh o w n  e n e r g y  n o t  b e fo r e  d isp la y e d . T h e  c o n 
s t i tu t io n  a d o p te d  b y  H . P . B . p r o v id e d  a u to n o m y  fo r  th e  B r a n c h e s , a n d  

v o lu n ta r y  su b s c r ip t io n s . I t  w a s  fa r  fr o m  h e r  in te n t io n  to  p r e v e n t  m o r e  
d e f in ite  o r g a n iz a t io n  g r o w in g  u p .”

Mr. Mead p r o c e e d e d  to  r e v ie w  t h e  c o n d it io n  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l in t e 

r e s t  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n  in  S w e d e n , H o lla n d , B e lg iu m , F r a n c e , S p a in ,  

P o r tu g a l ,  I t a ly ,  G r e e c e , A u s tr ia , R u s s ia ,  G e r m a n y , a n d  S w itz e r la n d .  

H is  r e p o r t  i s  th o r o u g h , a n d  e x c e e d in g ly  in t e r e s t in g .  O n ly  i t s  l e n g t h  

p r e v e n ts  o u r  g i v in g  i t  v e r b a tim . T h e  t w o  d a y s ’ p r o c e e d in g s  a r e  

p u b lis h e d  a s  a  p a m p h le t .  H e  m e a s u r e d  t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  E u r o p e a n  

c o n d it io n  o f  th e o s o p h ie  th o u g h t  a n d  t h e  S o c ie ty ,  le s s  b y  o r g a n iz e d  

B r a n c h e s  th a n  b y  in d iv id u a l  w o r k . A  f e w  T h e o s o p h is t s  h a v e  a s s id u 
o u s ly  b e e n  p r e p a r in g  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  s o w in g  t h e  se e d . T h r o u g h  th e ir  

e x c e l le n t  w o r k , t h e r e  a r e  c e n tr e s  o f  a c t iv i t y ,  e a c h  c o m p r is in g  m o r e  

p e r s o n s  th a n  th e  a v e r a g e  B r a n c h . O n ly  t h e  la c k  o f  fu n d s , so  s p e c ia l ly  

n e c e s sa r y  in  in c ip ie n t  w o r k , h a s  l e f t  u n d o n e  m u c h  t h a t  o u g h t  to  h a v o  

b e e n  d o n e . T h e  m u c h  t h a t  is  a c c o m p lis h e d  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  b y  t h e  

m u n if ic e n c e  a n d  w h o le -h e a r te d n e s s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  to  w h o m  K a r m a  h a s  

p r o v id e d  th e  m e a n s , c o m b in e d  w ith  th o  s t a g e  o f  p e r c e p t io n  w h ic h  s e e s  

a n d  s e iz e s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity . I t  is  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  lo v in g  t h e  w o r ld  ; a s  

t h e  g r e a t  T e a c h e r s  a n d  S a v io r s  h a v e  lo v e d  i t .  S o m e  c e n tr e s  o f  a c t iv i t y ,  
w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  c o n t in u e  s e lf - s u p p o r t in g  in  t h e ir  in i t ia l  s t a g e s ,  h a v e  

b e c o m e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  lo s t ,  w h ic h  H .  P . B .  s a id  m a y  n o t  a g a in  o c c u r  fo r  
h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s .

I n  S w e d e n , T h e o s o p h y  m a k e s  s t e a d y  a n d  s t r ik in g  p r o g r e s s , a n d  
h a s d e c la r e d  i t s  p r e s e n c e  in  a d jo in in g  N o r w a y , D e n m a r k  a n d  F in la n d .  
T h is  n o r th e r n  w o r k  h a s  th e  s k i l f u l  g u id a n c e  o f  D r . G u s ta f  Z a n d e r ,  

w h o se  p r o fe s s io n a l a b i l i t y  is  w id e ly  k n o w n  in  v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s . T w e n t y  

s e v e n  tr a n s la t e d  v o lu m e s  a n d  s ix t e e n  p a m p h le t s  h a v e  b een  p u b lis h e d .  
F iv e  m o r e  b o o k s  a r e  r e a d y  fo r  p r in t in g .  T h e  B a r o n  P fe if f  e d it s  a  

m o n th ly  m a g a z in e  w h ic h  r e p o r ts  t h e  T h e o s o p h ie  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  w h o le  
w o r ld , a n d  g iv e s  b o th  o r ig in a l  e s s a y s  a n d  tr a n s la t io n s . T h e  S to c k h o lm  

B r a n c h  p r in ts  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  a ll  i t s  m e m b e r s .

I n  S p a in , t h e  f e w  a n d  a b le  p io n e e r s  o f  T h e o s o p h ie  k n o w le d g e  

h a v e  d o n e  a s  m u c h  a s  a  d o zen  a v e r a g e  t h r i f t y  B r a n c h e s  c o u ld  d o . O u r  

d e v o te d  b r o th e r s  X i f r e  a n d  M o n to lin  lo n g  w o r k e d  a lo n e . T h e y  n o w  

h a v e  so m e  e a r n e s t  c o -a d ju to r s . T h e y  h a v e  d is t r ib u te d  2 0 ,0 0 0  m a g a z in e  

is s u e s  a n d  la r g e  p a m p h le t s  ; h a v e  t r a n s la t e d  t e n  p r in c ip a l T h e o s o p h ic a l  
b o o k s w h ic h  a w a it  p r in t in g  ; a  lu c id  T h e o s o p h ie  l e c t u r e  h a s  h a d  a  b r i l l ia n t  
h e a r in g  in  th e  c e le b r a te d  A th en reu m  a t  M a d r id ; t h e  P r e s s  fa v o r a b ly



n o tic e d  it  a n d  r e p e a te d  i t  th r o u g h o u t  S p a in  ; 7 0 0  T h e o s o p h ic a l p a m 
p h le t s  th e y  h a v e  s e n t  to  S p a n is h - s p e a k in g  C e n tr a l A m e r ic a ;  h a v e  s e n t  

8 0 0  p a m p h le t s  to  I s la n d s  o f  t h e  S e a , so m e  to  th e  W e s te r n  H e m is p h e r e ,  

a n d  so m e  to  t h e  O r ie n t  P h i l ip p in e s  th a t  b o r d e r  on  A s ia  ; a n d  t h e y  h a v e  

s t im u la te d  w o r k , a n d  a d d e d  fo r c e  to  T h e o s o p h is t s  in  th e  S p a n is h -s p e a k in g  

r e g io n s  o f  T e x a s  a n d  C a lifo r n ia  in  t h e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .  S u c h  d if fu s io n  

i s  in d e e d  a  p lo u g h in g  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  s c a t t e r in g  th e o s o p h ic a l  s e e d  

•w ith  e n e r g y  a n d  c o u r a g e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  p a lm y  d a y s  w h e n  S p a n ia r d s  

p io n e e r e d  o n  t h e  w o r ld ’s  p h y s ic a l  p la n e ,

T h e o s o p h ic  a c t iv i t i e s  in  o th e r  E u r o p e a n  c o u n tr ie s  s h o w  le s s  m e a n s  

a n d  m e th o d  ; y e t  e a c h  c o u n tr y ’s  s t o r y  i s  v e r y  in te r e s t in g .  I n  P o r tu g a l ,  
a  la r g e  v o lu m e  b y  a  le a r n e d  P o r tu g u e s e  n o b le m a n  h a d  a p p e a r e d , o f  

T h e o s o p h ic a l  d r if t ,  b e fo r e  a n y  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  p u b lic a t io n s .  I n  I t a ly  t h e  

w o r k  i s  a l l  to  b e  d o n e , w h i l e  th e r e  a lr e a d y  i s  s y m p a t h e t ic  in q u ir y ,  

a n d  a  c e n tr a l  b e g in n in g .  I n  R u s s ia  so m e  in f lu e n t ia l  p e o p le  a r e  r e a d in g  
T h e o s o p h ic  l i t e r a tu r e .  T h e  lo n g - l iv e d  G r e e k  B r a n c h  h a s  g r e a t  h o p e s  o f  

d o in g  m o r e  t h a n  i t  c o u ld  h i th e r to .  B o h e m ia  i s  d e c id e d ly  p r o m is in g  

u n d e r  a  p r o m in e n t  n o b le m a n , B a r o n  d e  L e o n h a r d i. T h e  A u s tr ia n  

m o v e m e n t  in  g e n e r a l  p r o g r e s s e s .  T h e  V ie n n a  B r a n c h  o w n s  a  s e le c te d  

l ib r a r y  o f  5 ,0 0 0  v o lu m e s .  I n  F r a n c e , o n e  m e m b e r  a t  H a v r e  h a s  p u b 
l i s h e d  [2 0 ,0 0 0  T h e o s o p h ic a l  le a f le ts ,  a n d  i s  h im s e l f  d is t r ib u t in g  th e m .  

I n  H o l la n d  a n d  B e lg iu m  t h e  w o r k in g -c la s s e s  a r e  e a g e r ly  a s k in g  fo r  

p a m p h le t s  o n  R e - in c a r n a t io n  a n d  K a r m a .

W .  R .  O l d  r e p o r te d  t h e  B r i t i s h  S e c t io n . M r s . B e s a n t  r e p o r te d  th a t  

t h e  L u c if e r  M a g a z in e  h a s  a  b a la n c e  to  i t s  c r e d it ,  a n d  a b o u t  p a y s  i t s  

e x p e n s e s .  G r e e t in g s  w e r e  r e a d  fr o m  t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h , t h e  S p a n is h  
G r o u p , a n d  o th e r  a u x i l ia r ie s .  D e t a i l s  o f  h a r m o n io u s  in t e r e s t  f i l le d  th e  

C o n v e n t io n  t w o  d a y s ,— t h e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  b e in g  p r e l im in a r y  fo r m a li
t i e s  to w a r d  c o m b in in g  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  t h e  E u r o p e a n  d is t in c t  S e c t io n s  

in to  o n e , fo r  m o r e  e a s y  a n d  e f f ic ie n t  a d m in is tr a t io n .

A S T R O L O G  Y.

(^4s co n ce ived  b y  th e  H in d u s ) .

V .— T h e  S u n .— ( C o n tin u e d . )

T h e  r e m a in in g  P r a m a n a s .

I S A I D  in  m y  la s t  e s s a y  t h a t  t h e  n o t io n s  o f  U n iv e r s a l  C a u sa t io n  a n d  

U n if o r m it y  o f  N a t u r e  a r e  t h e  o f fs p r in g  o f  t h e  s u n . I  sa id  a ls o  

t h a t  t h e  m e n ta l  m a n if e s ta t io n s  o f  in f e r r in g  a  c a u s e  fr o m  a n  e f fe c t  a n d  

a n  e f fe c t  f r o m  a  c a u se , a s  t h a t  a  c e r ta in  p h e n o m e n o n  m u s t  a lw a y s  
c o m e  in to  e x is te n c e ,  w e r e  d ir e c t  r e s u l t s  o f  th e s e  n o t io n s  e x i s t in g  in  .th e  
s h a p e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  b a s ic  m e th o d s  o f  C o -e x is t e n c e  ( A n w a y a ) ,  D is ju n c t io n  
( V y a t i r e k a ) ,  a n d  R e s id u e  ( P a r is h e s h a ) ,  a n d  t h e ir  c o m p o u n d  m e th o d s ;  
a n d  t h a t ,  th e r e fo r e ,  t h e y  a ls o  w e r e  b o r n  o f  t h e  s u n . I n  f a c t  th e  
sequence  b y  c o -e x is t e n c e ,  d i s j u n c t io n ,  a n d  r e s id u e , w h e n  d e e p ly  im p r in te d  

u p o n  t h e  b r a in  b y  t h e  s u n ,  m a n if e s te d  a n d  d o e s  m a n if e s t  i t s e l f  a s  a l l  
th e s e  p o w e r s .

T h e  e p i t h e t  P r a m a n a k r i t ,  h o w e v e r , d o e s  n o t  exh a u st, i t s e l f  w ith j t l ie  
tw o  m e a n s  o f  k n o w le d g e  d is c u s se d . T h e r e  a re  tw o  m o re . I  s h a l l  
n o w  ta k e  th e m  u p . F ir s t  t h e  U p a m a n a  p r a m d n a — th e  a u th o r ity  o f  

s im il i tu d e — w h ic h  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  a b o v e  q u o te d  r e c o g n iz e s  a s  a  d is t in c t  

m e a n s o f  k n o w le d g e — p r a m a n a ,— in  a d d it io n  to  th e  p r a m a n a s  o f  t h e  

S a n k h y a y o g a  p h ilo s o p h e r s . I t  m a y  b e  re m a r k e d , a lth o u g h  I  a m  nofc 

g o in g  to  d is c u s s  th e  q u e s t io n  h e r e  in  d e ta i l ,  t h a t  th e r e  is  a  d if fe r e n c e  

o f  c o n c e p t io n  b e tw e e n  t h e  N y a y a  a n d  S a n k h y a y o g a  p r a m a n a s  (m e a n s  
o f  k n o w le d g e ) .

T h e  a u th o r i t y  o f  s im il i tu d e  g iv e s  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  th in g  to  

b e  k n o w n , b y  k n o w n  c o m m u n ity  o f  p a r t ic u la r  q u a li t ie s .  T h e  w o r d  

u p a m a n a  w h ic h , a s  I  h a v e  se e n , s ta n d s  in  S a n s k r i t  fo r  th e  m e a n s  o f  k n o w 

le d g e  u n d e r  d is c u s s io n , c a r r ie s  th e  w h o le  m e a n in g  w ith  i t .  I t  c o m e s  

fr o m  u p a  n e a r , a n d  m a n a  m e a su r e . M a n a  i s  th e  sa m e  a s  in  a n n m a n a  

( in f e r e n c e ) ,  a n d  p r a m d n a  ( m e a n s  o f  k n o w le d g e )  ; h e n c e  u p a m a n a  m e a n s  

t h a t  m o d if ic a t io n  o f  t h e  b r a in  m in d  w h ic h  m e a su r e s  t h e  e x te r n a l o b je c t  

n e a r ly  th o u g h  n o t  e x a c t ly .  S o m e  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  th e  q u a lit ie s  o f  th e  

im p r e ss io n  p r o d u c e d  in  t h e  m in d  b y  so m e  e x te r n a l  o b je c t , r a is e  b y  t h e  

w o r k in g  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  C o -e x is t e n c e  t h e  id e a  o f  so m e  o th e r  o b je c t  in  

w h ic h  th e  m in d  h a s  p r e v io u s ly  k n o w n  t h e  p r o m in e n t  q u a lity , o r  q u a lit ie s .  
B u t  th e r e  a r e  o th e r  q u a l i t ie s  o f  th e  o b je c t  w h ic h  d iffer  fro m  th e  q u a l it ie s  

o f  th e  id e a  c a l le d  in to  t h e  m in d , a n d  h e n c e  t h e  n e w  a n d  th e  o ld  im p r e s 

s io n s  c la s h , im m e d ia t e ly  a f te r  t h e  id e a  o f  s a m e n e s s  h a s  c o m e  in to  e x i s t 
e n c e . T h o  m e n ta l  n o t io n  t a k e s  t h e r e fo r e  th e  sh a p e ,

A  is  B ,  b u t  n o  !

T h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th is  n o t io n  in  la n g u a g e  t a k e s  d if fe r e n t  sh a p e s  : w e  
s o m e t im e s  s a y ,

1 . A  is  B  in  s u c h  a  q u a l i ty ,  b u t  n o t  in  s u c h  a  o n e ,
2 . A  is  l ik e  B ,
*}. A  is  B , b u t  fo r  su c h  a  q u a lity , a n d  so  o n .

T h e  m e n ta l  n o tio n  is ,  h o w e v e r , a lw a y s  t h e  sa m e , th o u g h  in  e x p r e ss io n  
Bom e l in k s  a r e  s o m e t im e s  k e p t  u n d e r s to o d .

A  is  s t r o n g  l ik e  a  h o r se .
A  is  a  h o r se .

A  is  a  h o r se  in  s t r e n g t h ,

A  is  a  h o r se  b u t  fo r  h is  h u m a n  a p p e a r a n c e .

A l l  t h e s e  e x p r e s s io n s  a n d  o th e r  s im i la r  o n e s  s ta n d  fo r  th e  m e n ta l  
n o tio n .

‘ A  is  a  h o r se , n o ! s t r o n g .’

N o w  fo r  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  m e a n s  b y  w h ic h  th e  m in d  a r r iv e s  afc
t h i s  n o t io n . T h e  q u a l i ty  o f  s t r e n g t h  in  A  m a k e s  a n  im p r e ss io n  u p on
m y  b r a in , a n d  b y  th e  la w  o f  c o -e x is t e n c e  r is e s  a t  o n ce  in  m y  m in d  th e  
im p r e ss io n  o f  a  h o r se .

c A  is  a  h o r s e ,’ i s  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  sh a p e  w h ic h  th e  m in d
m o m e n ta r ily  a s s u m e s . T h e  im p r e ss io n  o f  th e  h u m a n  s h a p e  o f  A  n o w
c a p t iv a te s  a t te n t io n . T h is  c la s h e s  w i t h  t h e  idea* o f  th e  h o r se  j u s t  th e n  
r e s e n t  i  n  t h e  m in d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  A ,



W liilo  (lie  im p r e ss io n  o f  s tr e n g th  g iv e s  th e  n o tio n  o f  ‘ A  is  a  h o r se ,’ 
th e  im p ress io n  o f  a p p ea ra n ce  g iv e s  t h e  id e a  ‘ A  is  u o t  a  h o r s e ,’ h e n c e  th o  
r e s u lta n t  co m p lex  im p r e ss io u .

A  is  a  h o r s e ; n o  ! s t r o n g ; o r  in  o th e r  w o r d s , 4 A  is  s t r o n g  l ik e  a  
h o r s e ,’ & c.

N o w  t h is  n o t io n  o f  s im il i tu d e  is  n o t  m e r e  p e r c e p t iv e  k n o w le d g e ; 
n o r  is  i t  p u r e ly  in fe r e n t ia l .  I t  i s  a  c o m p le x  n o t io n  o f  i t s  o w n  k in d ,  

a n d  o n e  th a t  h a s  p la y e d  a n d  d o e s  p la y  a  m o st  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  iu  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h u m a n  la n g u a g e  a n d  th e r e fo r e  o f  th o u g h t .

T o  i l lu s t r a te :  T h e  w o rd  K r ish n a  in  S a n s k r i t  m e a n s  b la c k . \V h y  ? 

I t  c o m e s  fro m  th e  r o o t  b r isk , to  p lo n g h , a n d  th e  su ffix  n a , w h ic h  is  c o n 

n e c t e d  w ith  th e  ro o t  n i, to  c a r r y . T h e  r a d ic a l  m e a n in g  is  th e r e fo r e  ‘ th e  

c a r r ie r  to  th e  p lo u g h ,’ a n d  p r im a r ily  t h e  w o r d  m e a n s  th e  c lo u d , a n d  a lso  

t h e  su n . H e r e , h o w e v e r , w e  h a v e  o n ly  to  d o  w i t h  t h e  fo r m e r  m e a n in g .  
A  b la c k  c lo n d  w a s  th u s  K r is h n a , b u t  h o w  d id  th e  w o r d  b eco m e  a  g e n e 
r a l a d je c t iv e  q u a l i fy in g  a n y  a n d  e v e r y t h in g  b la c k . E v e r y t h in g  is  n o t  

a  c lo u d , i t  d o e s  n o t  le a d  u s to  a  p lo u g h . W h y  t h e n  d o  w e  c a l l  e v e r y 

t h in g  b la c k , K r is h n a  ? B e c a u s e  i t  e x c i t e s  in  o u r  b r a in  a  v is u a l  im p r e s 

s io n  o f  th e  sa m e  n a tu r e  a s  th e  c lo u d . T h e  la w  o f  V asa,na  w o r k in g  b y  

c o -e x is t e n c e  h a s  c o n n e c te d  t h a t  p a r t ic u la r  im p r e s s io n  in  m y  b ra in  w ith  

t h e  c lo u d . W h e n e v e r  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  im p r e ss io n  p u ts  in  a p p e a r a n c e  in  

m y  b r a in , th e  c lo n d  c a n n o t  k e e p  b la ck . ‘ S u c h  a n d  su c h  a  th in g  is  K r ish n a  

i s  t h e n  th e  im m e d ia te  a n d  o r d in a r y  n o t io n  o f  m y  m in d . T h is  p a r t ic u la r  

."Krishna , h o w e v e r , d e o s  n o t  c a r r y  to  tb e  p lo u g h . H e n c e  su c h  a n d  su c h  a  

t h in g  is  K r is h n a  fo r  t h e  p a r t ic u la r  v isu a l im p r e ss io n , b u t  n o t  fo r  a ll th o so  

q u a l i t ie s  w h ic h  c a r r y  u s  to  th e  p lo u g h . T h is  c o m p le x  n o tio n  o f  th e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  o n e  q u a l i ty  a n d  th e  a b se n c e  o f  o th e r s  in  a n y  o n e  t h in g  ia  

t h e  n o t io n  o f  s im i l i tu d e  ; i t  i s  t h is  s im i l i tu d e  w h ic h  h a s  le d  u s  to  c a ll  

e v e r y t h in g  b la c k , K r is h n a .  I t  i s  n o t  p e r c e p t io n , f o r  p e r c e p t io n  g iv e s  

u s  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  t h in g  w h ic h  is  in  im m e d ia te  c o n ta c t  w ith  o n r  

s e n s e s . T h e  n o tio n  t h a t  a  c e r ta in  q u a li ty  i s  t h e  sa m e  w e  sa w  e ls e 

w h e r e , o r , in  o th e r  w o r d s , t h a t  a  c e r ta in  s e n s u o u s  o b je c t  is  th e  s a m e  i a  

b la c k n e s s  th o u g h  n o t  in  o th e r  q u a li t ie s  a s  K r is h n a , i s  c e r ta in ly  n o t  

r e s u lt  n o r  p e r c e p t io n . I s  i t  t h e n  in d u c t io n  (a n u m a n a )  ? N o ! fo r  th e r e  

i s  n o  c a u s a l  o r  s e q u e n t ia l  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o . I t  i s  n e ith e r  b y  

c o -e x is t e n c e ,  n o r  b y  d is ju n c t io n , n o r  y e t  b y  r e s id u e , t h a t  w e  a r e  le d  to  
s e e  sa m e n e s s  in  th e  th in g .  T h e  o ld  im p r e s s io n  is  n e i t h e r  t h e  c a u s e ,  n o r  

t h e  e f fe c t  o f  th e  n e w . H e n c e  t h e  n o tio n  o f  s im i l i t u d e  is  n o t  o f  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  in d u c tio n . I s  t h i s  m e n ta l  p r o c e s s  t h e n  w h a t  i s  o r d in a r ily  

c a l le d  a  d e d u c tio n  ? T h e  c lo u d  p r o d u c e s  a  c e r ta in  v i s u a l  im p r e ss io n  

n p o n  m y  b ra in .

1 . W h a te v e r  p r o d u c e s  t h a t  p a r t ic u la r  c lo u d - l ik e  im p r e ss io n  u p o n  

m y  b r a in  m ig h t  so  fa r  b e  c a l le d  a  c lo u d  ( K r is h n a ) .
2 . S u c h  a  t h in g  d o e s  p r o d u c e  t h a t  im p r e s s io n .

3 . S u c h  a  t h in g  m ig h t  th e r e fo r e  b e  c a l le d  c lo u d  s o  fa r .

T h e  t r u th  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n te d  in  t h e  m a jo r  p r e m ise s  

Df t h e  s y llo g is m  i s  i t s e l f  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  p la y  o f  t h e  n o t io n  o f  s im i l i 

t u d e ,  (u p a m a n a ) . T h e  a ss e r t io n  is  im p o s s ib le , u n le ss  t i ie  p a r t ic u la r  

v isu a l q u a lity  o f  th e  c lo u d  (K r is l iu a t in a )  i s  f irst se e u  in  th is  a n d  th a t  
a n d  a ll  th in g s .

A g a in , th e  a s s e r t io n  in  t h e  m in o r  p r e m ise s  i t s e l f  im p lie s  a  p la v  o f  
s im il i tu d e . T o  s a y  t h a t  a  q u a lity  o f  th e  c lo u d  (K r is h n a tr a a ) , is  p r e s e n t  
m  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  t h in g ,  m e a n s  t h a t  th e  t h in g  is  K r ish n a - lik e  in  th a t  

q u a lity . T h u s  b o th  th e s e  p r e m ise s  a r e  im p o s s ib le  o f  e x is te n c e ,  w i t h o u t  

th e  m e a n s  o f  k n o w le d g e  k n o w n  a s  s im i l i tu d e .  T o  g iv e  a n o th e r  i l lu s 
t r a t io n  o f  th e  w o r k in g  o f  th is  m e a n s  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  le t  u s  ta k e  th e  w o r d  

s y a m a ,  w h ic h  a lso  m e a n s  b la ck . O r ig in a l ly  t h i s  w o r d  to o  m e a n t  a  

c lo u d , c o m in g  a s  i t  d o e s  fro m  th e  ro o t sy a ,  to  p o u r  d o w n . F rom  a  b la c k  

r a in -c lo u d  t b e  w o r d  h a s  co m e  to  m e a n  s im p ly  b la ck  a n d  is  n o w  a p p li
c a b le  to  e v e r y t h in g  t h a t  is  b la ck . L e t  u s  a g a in  ta k e  th e  w o r d  a r u n a .  
N o w  i t  m e a n s  red , b u t  r a d ic a lly  i t  m e a n s  t.he m o v e r  a n d  o r ig in a l ly

a p p lie d  to  th e  red  o c e a n  o f  e v e r -m o v in g  l i g h t  w h ic h  a t  s u n r is e  p r e c e d e s  
t h e  s u n .

I t  is  b y  th e  w o r k in g  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  s im i l i tu d e  th a t  a ll  th is  d e v e 

lo p m e n t  o f  h u m a n  la n g u a g e  a n d  th e r e fo r e  o f  th o u g h t  h as ta k e n  p la c e .  

A  v e r y  la r g e  p o r t io n  o f  h u m a n  s p e e c h  h a s  th u s  for  i t s  b a s is  t h e  n o tio n  

o f  s im ilitu d e , a n d  i f  i t  c a n  b e  sh o w n  t h a t  t h e  n o tio n  o f  s im i l i tu d e  is  in  
a ll i t s  e le m e n ts  a  s o la r  p r o d u c t , o n e  p h a se  o f  th e  p o w e r  o f  s p e e c li  w i l l  
b e  lu d is p u t a b ly  a c k n o w le d g e d  to  b e  d e r iv e d  fr o m  th e  su n .

L e t  t h e  o b je c t  in  im m e d ia te  c o n t a c t  w ith  o u r  s e n s e  b e  c a l le d  A  
L e t  b be t h e  q u a l ity  o f  A , w h ic h  fo r  t h e  t im e , is  p r o m in e n t  in  o u r  

m in d  ; le t  B  be th e  im p r e ss io n  o f  th e  o b je c t  w ith  w h ic h  th e  q u a li ty  b  
h as p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  in  m y  m in d  c o n n e c te d . L e t  C d e n o te  a l l  th e  o th e r  
q u a lit ie s  o f  B ,  th o s e , t h a t  i s  to  sa y , in  w h ic h  i t  d iffe r s  fro m  A .

H e n c e  th e  n o t io n  o f  th e  s im il i tu d e  o f  A  w ith  B  s ta n d s  th u s  e x p r e s s -  
e d  in  f u l l :— ■

A  is  B  fo r  b b u t  n o t  fo r  C. A  b la n k e t  i s  K r is h n a  fo r  b la c k n e s s , b u t  

n o t  fo r  c a r r y in g  to  t h e  p lo u g h . T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  b iu  A  is  c a r r ie d  to  

m y  b r a in  b y  t h e  su n , a s  a  s o la r  p ic tu r e  a t  a  p a r t ic u la r  m o m e n t  o f  s o la r  

t im e . T h o  n e x t  m o m e n t  r a is e s  th e r e in  th e  p ic tu r e  o f  B ,  w h ic h  b y  
c o -e x is t e n c e  i s  c o n n e c te d  w it h  C . T h is  p ic tu r e  o f  B  is  a g a in  a  s o la r  
p ic tu r e . I t  is  c o m p o s e d  o f  th e  so la r  e th e r s .  I t  h a s b een  p u t  in  th e  

b ra in  b y  t h e  a c t io n  o f  t h e  su n , a n d  i t  is  n o w  c a lle d  b a ck  in to  a c t iv i t y  

b y  th e  su n . T h u s  tw o  m o m e n ts  o f  s o la r  t im e  h a v e  g iv e n  u s th e  n o t io n ,

‘ A  i s  B  for  b .’ T h e  th ir d  m o m e n t  a d d s  th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  n o n -e x is te n c e  

in  A  o f  th e  q u a li t ie s  c a l le d  C. W it h  th e  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  B  in  th e  

b ra in , t h e  q u a l i t ie s  c a l le d  C n a tu r a l ly  m a k e  th e ir  a p p e a r a n c e . T h e y  
a re  n o t  s e e n  in  A . H e n c e  A  is  n o t  B  fo r  C. A , B  a n d  C a re  a ll  s o la r  

p ic tu r e s  b r o u g h t  in to  e x is te n c e  b y  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  su n , c o m p o se d  o f  

so la r  m a tte r , a n d  in  fa c t  d e p e n d in g  fo r  th e ir  e x is te n c e  e n t ir e ly  n p o n  t h e  

s u n . T h e  n o t io n  o f  e x is t e n c e  d e n o te d  b y  * ,  i s  a  c e r ta in  m o tio n  o f  t h e  
b r a in , a n d  th o  w o r d s  i s  n o t im p ly  th e  p a s s in g  o f  th a t  m o tio n  in to  th a  

n e g a t iv e  a ta te  o f  la t e n c y . T h u g  th e  n o tio n s  o l  e x is te n c e  an d  u o n -e x is te n c o



th e m s e lv e s  are  n o th in g  m o r e  th a n  c o m p le m e n ts  o f  c e r ta in  so la r  m o t io n s  
o f  th e  b ra in . T h a s  e v e r y  e le m e n t  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  s im i l i tu d e  is  s o la r  in  

i t s  n a tu r e , b r o u g h t  in to  e x is t e n c e  b y  th e  s u n , a n d  a p p e a r in g  in  t h e  

p e c u lia r  fo r m  o f  s im il i tu d e ,  b y  t h e  so la r  p ic tu r e s  c o m in g  one a f te r  th e

o th er in  a  p a r t ic u la r  o rd e r  o f  t im e .
A  b la n k e t  is  K r is h n a  iu  b la c k n e s s , b u t  nofc in  c a r r y in g  to  th o

P l° n ^ b 'b la n k e t  a n d  th e  b la c k n e s s  th e r e in  a r e  c a r r ie d  t o  m y  b ra in  b y  

o r d in a r y  p e r c e p tio n , a s  s o la r  e t h e r ia l  p ic tu r e s , a t  a  c e r ta in  m o m e n t o f  
s o la r  t im e  b y  th e  n a tu r a l a c t io n  o f  th e  s o la r  e th e r s  th e m s e lv e s ,  l h e  
p ic tu r e  o f  b la c k n e s s  r a is e s  b y  c o -e x is t e n c e  a t  o n c e  th e  n o t io n  o f  K r ish n a  

in  t h e  b r a in . T h e  fa c t  o f  c o - e x is t e n c e  f in d in g  e x p r e s s io n  in  t h e  c o p u la

is ,  w e  g e t  a t  th e  n o t io n .
A  b la n k e t  i s  K r is h n a  in  b la c k n e s s .
W ith  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  K r is h n a , h o w e v e r , a l s o  m a k e s  a p p e a r a n c e  

i n  t h e  b r a in  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  c a r r y in g  to  t h e  p lo u g h  ; a n d  n e x t  fo l lo w s  

t h e  n o t io n  o f  t h e  n o n -e x is t e n c e  o f  t h i s  q u a l i ty  in  a  b la n k e t .  

A ll  t h e s e  q u a lit ie s ,  o b je c ts  a n d  r e la t io n s ,  a r e  so la r  p ic t u r e s  tr a n s 

f e r r e d  b y  s o la r  p o w e r  to  t h e  b r a in  in  a  p a r t ic u la r  o r d e r  o f  so la r  
t im e  H e n c e  th e  n o t io n  o f  s im i l i tu d e  is  so la r  in  n a tu r e , o r ig in ,  w o r k -  

in * ,  a n d  e x is te n c e .  H e n c e  a ls o  a  v e r y  c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t io n  o f  

h u m a n  s p e e c h  o w e s  i t s  d ir e c t  o r ig in  to  t h e  su n . N o t  o n ly ,  h o w e v e r , a  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t io n  o f  h u m a n  s p e e c h . A n  a n a ly s is  o f  t h e  la s t  m e a n s  

o f  k n o w le d g e , c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  a s  v e r b a l a u th o r ity , w i l l  sh o w  th a t  a l l  

s p e e c h  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  th e  s n n .
W h a t  i s  v e r b a l  k n o w l e d g e ?  T h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  s o u n d

m e a n s  a  c e r ta in  o b je c t . I  h a v e  in  m a n y  p la c e s  sa id  s o m e t h in g  a b o u t  

t h e  I n d ia n  th e o r y  o f  s o u n d . T h e  a n c ie n t  p h ilo so p h e r s  h e ld  t h e  e x is te n c e  

in  a l l  sp a c e  o f  a n  e th e r — a  p h a s e  o f  p r a n a — w h ic h  t h e y  c a l l  a k a sa , a n d  

w h ic h  th e y  g iv e  o u t  to  b e  t h e  s u b s tr a tu m  o f  s o u n d . T h is  so n ife r o u s  

e th e r  i s  r e la te d  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t o  s o u n d , a s  t h e  lu m in if e r o u s  e th e r  o t  
modern s c ie n c e  is  r e la te d  t o  l i g h t .  M o d ern  s c ie n c e  h a s  r e c o g n .z e d  th e  

e x is t e n c e  o f  t h is  e th e r  in  t h e  a s s e r t io n  t h a t  l i g h t  h a s  t h e  p r o p e r ty  o 

t r a n s m it t in g  s o u n d , a n d  h a s  e x p e r im e n ta l ly  p r o v e d  t h is  to  b e  t h e  t r u th  b y  

t h e  p h o to p h o n e . H e n c e  w e  m a y  s a f e ly  s ta r t  w it h  t h e  a s s e r t io n  th a t  a ll  

o n r  t e r r e s tr ia l  sp a c e  i s  f ille d  b y  s o n if e r o u s  e th e r  j u s t  a s  i t  i s  f ille d  u p  b y  
t h e  lu m in if e r o u s  e th e r . A  p a r t ic u la r  s o u n d  is  n o th in g  m o r e  th a n  a  p a r t i
c u la r  d is tu r b a n c e  o f  t h i s  s o la r  s p a t ia l  e t h e r  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  so m e  c a u se

M r  M . N .  D v iv e d i  in  h i s  Y o g a  S u tr a  s a y s : “  E v e r y  s c h o o l o f  p h ilo 

s o p h y  h a s  i t s  o w n  th e o r y  a b o u t  t h e  r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  w o r d  a n d  m e a n 

in g ,  b u t  i t  i s  su f f ic ie n t  h e r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  Y o g a -p h ilo s o p h y  a c c c p ts  

w h a t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  te r m e d  t b e  sjp7w <a-doctrine. S p h o ta  i s  a  s o m e th in g  
in d e sc r ib a b le , w h ic h  e t e r n a l ly  e x i s t s  a p a r t  fr o m  th e  l e t t e r s  fo r m in g  

a n y  w o r d , a n d  i s  y e t  in s e p a r a b ly  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  i t ,  f o r  1 re vea  s  

i t s e l f  o n  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  o f  t h a t  w o r d .”  ‘ W h e n c e , ’ s a y s  t h e  e a r n e d  tr a n s

la t o r  in  a  fo o t -n o te ,  ‘ t h e  n a m e  s p h o t a ,  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  r e v e a le d .

T h e  w r ite r  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  d im ly  c a u g h t  th e  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  sp h o ta -  

d o c tr in e . T h e  d o c tr in e  i s  n o t  n e c e s sa r ily  p e c u lia r  to  th e  Y o g a -p h ilo s o 
p h y . A ll  p h ilo s o p h e r s  w h o  a ss e r t  th a t  s o u n d  is  e te r n a l ( n i t y a  s a b d a ) ,  

m u s t  h a v e  a  s p h o ta  d o c tr in e  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  so u n d .  
T h e  w o r d  sp h o ta  l i t e r a l ly  m e a n s  th e  o u tc o m in g  o f  th e  e te r n a l so la r  s o n i 
fe r o u s  e th e r  infco a n y  p a r t ic u la r  sh a p e . J u s t  a s  a  b u d  b lo o m s in to  a  

f lo w er , th e  e te r n a l so n ife r o u s  e th e r  sh a p e s  i t s e l f  in to  a  p a r t ic u la r  s o u n d .  

I n  th e  sa m e  w a y  d o e s  t h e  lu m in ife r o u s  e t h e r  sh a p e  i t s e l f ,  in to  a  p a r t i

c u la r  v is u a l p ic tu r e . S p h o ta  th e r e fo r e  is  d e sc r ib a b le ;  i t  is  th e  a c t  o f  t h e  

s o la r  so n ife r o u s  e th e r  a s s u m in g  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  sh a p e . T h a t  w h ic h  e t e r 
n a lly  e x is ts ,  in  c o m p a r iso n  to  u s , is  th e  so la r  so n ife r o u s  e th e r , an d  n o t  t h e  

sp h o ta . T h e  sp h o ta , w h ic h  i s  th e s d b d a  o f  G a u ta m a , is  n o t  e te r n a l. E v e r y  

a c t  musfc a s  s u c h  c e a s e  in  a  p e r io d  o f  r e s t ,  a n d  c a n n o t  th e r e fo r e  b e  a s  
s u c h  e te r n a l.

T h e  m e a n in g  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  a c t  o f  m a n if e s ta t io n ,  b e in g , a n d  c e s sa t io n ,  
i s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  s o u n d ; is  in  fa c t  t h e  d ir e c t  r e s u lt  o f  fche so u n d  o f  t h e  

so la r  sp a t ia l  s o n ife r o u s  e th e r . Ifc i s  th e  v o ic e  o f  t h e  so la r  D h y a n is  c r e 

a t in g ,  p r e s e r v in g , a n d  d e s t r o y in g .  E v e r y  a c t ,  e v e r y  o b je c t, h a s  i t s  o w n  

p e c u lia r  so u n d , o r  b u n d le  o f  so u n d s , i f  ifc i s  a  c o m p le x  o r g a n ism . T h e s e  

so u n d s  o f  l i fe ,  o r , in  o th e r  w o r d s , th e s e  p e c u lia r  p ic tu r e s  a n d  m o d if ic a 
t io n s  o f  th e  so la r  so n ife r o u s  e th e r ,  a re  tr a n s m it te d  b y  th e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f  

so la r  a c t io n , to  t h e  s e n s e  o f  h e a r in g , a n d  th e n c e  to  t h e  r e s e r v o ir  o f  

th e  b ra in . I n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  i s  tr a n sm it te d  to  th e  b r a in  t h e  v is u a l  

p ic tu r e  o f  th e  s o u n d in g  o b je c t .  B o t h  th e s e  p e r c e p ts  are  l in k e d  to g e th e r  

b y  th e  o r d in a r y  w o r k in g  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  V a sa n a , a n d  w h e n  o n e  o f  

th e m  a p p ea rs , th e  o th e r  a lso  i s  su r e  to  m a k o  a lm o st  in s ta n ta n e o u s  

a p p e a r a n c e . H e n c e  a r is e s  th e  n a tu r a l c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  w o rd  a n d  

m e a n in g . A  w o r d  i s  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  s o n ife r o u s  im p r e s s io n  o f  

a n y  o b je c t. W o r d s  a r e  th e r e fo r e  th e  p r o d u c ts  o f  t h e  su n , t h e y  a r e  m a d e  

o f  th e  e th e r s  o f  t h e  s u n ;  th e  im p r e s s io n s  t h e y  p r o d u c e  in  t h e  b r a in  
a re  s o la r  in  th e ir  n a tu r e . I t  w i l l  b e  se e n  fr o m  t h i s  th a t  h u m a n  sp e e c h  i s  
im p o s s ib le  u n t i l  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  to  a  c e r ta in  p itc h  o f  th e  h u m a n  m in d .

W e  m a y  t a k e  e v e r y  w o r d  of a n y  la n g u a g e ,  a n d  tr a c e  i t s  origin 
b a c k  to  t h e  t im e  w h e n , fo r  th e  firsfc t im e , i t s  s o u n d  b e g a n  to  be connected 
w it h  i t s  s e n s e  in  t h e  h u m a n  m in d , a n d  t h e n  t h e  m a n ife s ta t io n  of th o  
s o n if e r o u s  im p r e s s io n  in to  a  w o r d . T h a t , h o w ev er ,, i s  n o t th o  p o in t  h e r e . 

T h o  p o in t  o f  a r g u m e n t  I  h o p e  th e  rea d er  v e r y  w e l l  ta k e s  iu  b y  t h i s  

t im e . I t  is  t h is ,  thafc e v e r y  w o r d  h a s  i t s  o r ig in  in  th e  su n , a n d  th a t  th e  
c o n n e c t io n  o f  a  w o rd  w ith  i t s  s e n s e  is  a lso  a  so la r  a c t .

T h e  h u m a n  l a n g u a g e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  6 o la r  i n  i t s  o r i g i n ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a l s a  

a n  i n  d i r e c t  p r o o f  o f  t h e  f a c t  th a fc  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  a l s o  liaB  i t s  o r i g i n  i a  

t h e  s u n .

I  h a v e  n o w  sh o w n  th e  fo l lo w in g  f a c ta :

1 .  S e n s a t io n  i s  th e  sn n .

2« T h o u g h t  is  t h e  sn n .

3« S p e e c h  is  th e  su n ,



4 . S e n s a t io n , th o u g h t ,  a n d  sp e e c h  a r e  g iv e n  b ir th  to  b y  th e  s u n .

5. S e n sa t io n , t h o u g h t ,  a n d  s p e e c h  h a v e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a ll  t l ie  la w s  

o f  th e ir  e x is te n c e  in  th e  su n .
A n d  b rie fly  I  h a v e  d o u e  w it h  t h e  m e a n s  o f  k n o w le d g e , p e r c e p t io n ,  

in fe r e n c e , s im ilitu d e , a n d  v e r b a l a u th o r ity .  I f  t h e  r e a d e r  w il l  tr y  to  

e x p a n d  a n d  i l lu s t r a te  t h e s e  t r u th s  o u  th e  lin e s  la id  d o w n , h e  w i l l  f in d  

i t  a  n o t  v e r y  d iff icu lt  t a s k .
R a m a  P r a s a d .

T H R E E  A S P E C T S  O F  T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  M O V E M E N T .

TH E  effects  o f a  d o ctr in e , so  w id e  in  scope as T h eo so p h y , m u st  n eces
sa r ily  d iffer g rea tly  w ith  th e  m a ter ia l upon w h ich  i t  a c ts . I n  C on tin en ts  

so  w id e ly  separated  from  ea ch  o th er  as are  In d ia , E u ro p e  a n d  A m erica , the  
in flu en ce  i t  prod u ces, and  th e  r a p id ity  an d  e n th u s ia sm  w ith  w h ich  th e  m ove
m e n t tr a v e ls , are a ffec ted  g r e a t ly  b y  th e  v a r y in g  su r r o u n d in g s .

I n  In d ia  i t  m a y  b e  sa id  th a t  T h eo so p h y  is  a lw a y s in  th e  a ir, apart 
a lto g e th e r  from  th e  n a m e o f o u r  S o c ie ty . M y stic ism  is  n a tiv e  there , and  
o n ly  n e e d s  to  b e  so u g h t  to  b e  fo u n d  b y  ev en  th e  m o st ca r e le s s  seek er . N o  
fr e sh  sy s te m  n eed s to  b e  in tr o d u ce d , n o  str a n g e  te r m in o lo g y , no new  
b o o k s, e v e r y th in g  is  th e r e  a t  h a n d  : i t  n e e d s o n ly  to  b e  d u ste d  an d  se t  
fo r th  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  d a y . W ith  th e  e x cep tio n  o f  H in d u s  w h o  have  
fa lle n  u n d er  th e  a g n o st ic ism  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  s tu d ie s  o f  W e ste r n  th o u g h t,  
w h ic h  th e y  acq u ire  in  o r d e r  to  f it  th e m se lv e s  for  th e  n e c e s s it ie s  o f m odern  
In d ia n  life , th e  w h o le  o f  In d ia  to -d a y , e v e n  to  a greafc e x te n t  th e  M aho
m ed an  p a r t o f  it , is  th o r o u g h ly  im b u ed  w ith  b e lie f  in  th e  p o ss ib ility  of 
th in g s  w h ic h  h av e  se em e d  m a rv e ls  a n d  s tr a n g e  in v e n tio n s  in  th e  W estern  
w o rld . F a ith fu l  to  it s  g r e a t  tea ch ers , fa ith fu l  to  i t s  greafc r e v e la tio n s  and  
reco rd s o f  th e  p ast, In d ia  to -d a y  l ie s  in  a  s ta te  o f  p a r t ia l com a. W ill  she  
a w a k en  from  th isP  T h a t  sh e  w ill , is  th e  a rd en t w ish  o f  e v e r y  W estern  
stu d e n t  o f T h eosop h y . T h a t  sh e  w ill  n o t, an d  th a t  fo r  c e n tu r ie s  to  com e  
h e r  w o n d ro u s m y st ic  lore  is  to  fa d e  g r a d u a lly  an d  s in k  in to  o b liv ion , is 
th e  d rea d fu l p o ss ib ility . T h e  o n e  h o p e  is  th e  In d ia n  p eo p le  th e m se lv e s;  
i f  th e y  ca n  ad op t th e  o r g a n iza tio n , p ersev era n ce , an d  d e term in a tio n  o f the  
W e s te r n  w o rld  w ith o u t  fa llin g  in to  m a ter ia lism  an d  la c k  o f m eta p h y sica l 
an d  in tu it io n a l ca p a c ity , th e n  In d ia  m a y  r is e  a n d  sh in e  a g a in  w ith  th e  

l ig h t  o f  o ld .

I  sa id  j u s t  n ow  th a t  In d ia  is  fa ith fu l t o  th e  p a st . T h a t  sta tem e n t  
m u st b e  m odified  a  l i t t l e ; sh e  r e v e r e n c e s  h er  R ish is  a n d  Y o g is  o f o ld , bub 
sh e  sto p s  th e re , sh e  d o es n o t  fo llo w  t h e m : a p a th y , la z in e ss , la ck  o f  co
o p era tio n , a n d  o rg a n iza tio n , are  th e  n a tio n a l s in s . “ S in ” m a y  seem  a  
s tr o n g  w ord , y e t  w h en  th e  g u a r d ia n sh ip  a n d  h a n d in g  d o w n  o f  th e  m ost  
p rec io u s  o f  h u n t  k n o w le d g e  i s  co n cern ed , th e  n e g le c t  o f  th is  b y  a  people  
m a y  w e ll  b e  p u t  in  th e  w o r s t  o f  c a te g o r ie s . T o  t r y  fco r e m e d y  th is  s ta te  
i s  th e  stu p e n d o u s  ta sk  o f  th e  T h eo so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  in  I n d ia . I n  a ll its  
n u m er o u s b ran ch es th e r e  i s  j u s t  a  h a n d fu l o f  d e te r m in e d  en ergetic  In d ia n s  
w h o k e e p  th e ir  c o u n tr y m e n  in  th e  In d ia n  B r a n c h e s  t o g e t h e r : th e y  are  
lea v en  w o r k in g  in  a  v a s t  m a ss o f  a p a th y , n o t  in c y e d jd ity , n o t  m ater ia lism , b u t  
a lm o st  b o p e lw a  p p ir itu a l a n d  p h y s ic a l  v lo th , "

W h erev er  in  In d ia  a E u ro p ea n  w ho is  fe r v e n t  and  ea rn est  in  h is  T h eo so 
p h ic  v iew s m a y  be, th e r e  a  cen tre  sp r in g s  u p ; fche In d ian  p eop le  s in k  as far  
as p ossib le  th e ir  c a s te  d is t in c tio n s , and  w ork  ; y e s , th e y  w ork  an d  o rg a n ize , 
and hope an d  o r ig in a te ; w h en  th e  E u rop ean  w ith d raw s, the  b u tt of th e  w h ee l  
is  gone, an d  fche sp o k es fa ll a p a r t ; th e  m a ch in e  h as com e to  an end . T h ere  

are n ob le  ex cep tio n s  to  th is  d read fu l r u le ;  n ob le , b ecau se  th o se  men w h o  
o rg an ize  and  k eep  to g e th e r  b ran ch es o f  th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  in  In d ia , 
w ork a g a in s t  and  rep el tv ith in  th e m se lv es  and  w ith o u t  th e m se lv es  a ll th r o u g h  
fcheir liv es fchis m o u r n fu l E a s te r n  lis t le s s n e ss .

W h erev er  y o u  g o  in  In d ia , you  can fin d  en th u s ia sm  and  sp o n ta n e ity . 
T h e aim  o f o u r  E a s te r n  fe llo w -w o rk ers m u st  be to  keep  th e  flam e a lw a y s  
fann ed , |to  p r e v e n t  ifc s in k in g  back  in to  th e  h o p e less  g r e y  ashes. H o w  
o ften  has o u r b rave C olon el fan n ed  fchis flam e, o n ly  fco find  ifc fa d e  b eh in d  
h im  as he co n tin u e d  h is  lin e  o f  m arch .

S o  m u ch  fo r  In d ia  : th e  w a tch w o rd s th e r e  sh o u ld  be o rg a n iza tio n , co 
op eration , an d  ivork . W e  p a ss  on.

In  E u rop e th e  prob lem  a lters  en o rm o u sly . T o  th e  W ester n  w orld  o u r  
a n cien t T h eo so p h y  so u n d s n ew  ; it  h a s a s tr a n g e  v o c a b u la r y ; ifc ta lk s  ex tra 
ord inary d o ctr in es, re in ca rn a tio n s, K arm a, lo n g  c y c le s  o f  tim e, ex a lted  m en , 
th e  m en tio n  o f w h om  b r in g s  b ack  th e  “ goo d  m a g ic ia n ” o f th e  fa iry  ta le s  o f  
our ch ild h ood .

W ell w e  h a v e  to  ta k e  th e  la u g h , th e  cy n ic ism , th e  n ew sp a p er  w it, th e  
h o n est sc e p tic ism , th e  h o p e le ss  m ater ia lism , th e  p o in te d  m alic io u s c ler ica lism , 
a ll in  fche lu m p , treafc th e m  as p a rt o f th e  prob lem , an d  p er fec tin g  our m eth od s  
and  o u r o rg a n iza tio n , w ork  a w a y  ch eer fu lly  and  co n tin u o u sly , like w oodm en  
ch o p p in g  to  le t  d a y lig h t  in to  th e  w oods.

O ne o f our c h ie f  w o rk s in  E u ro p e  is  to  co n v in ce  it s  th in k in g  p eop le  

of fcheir crass ig n o ra n ce  in  reg a rd  fco mosfc o f  th e  profound phil, sop h ies  
w h ich  h av e  g u id e d  m illio n s  u p on  m illio n s o f  fche in h a b ita n ts o f fchis g lo b e  
th r o u g h  th e ir  l iv e s . W e  h a v e  to  a sk  th o se  w h o  w ill  listen , to  co n sid er  h ow  
lifctle th e  h ea rt o f  m an  ch a n g es  th r o u g h o u t th e  a g e s ; thafc sy s te m s w h ich  
cou ld  g u id e  th e  su b tle  m in d s and  tro p ic  h ea r ts  o f  fche H in d u s, or fche p ractica l 
in s t in c ts  o f  fche C h in ese , or fche sc ien tif ic  te n d e n c ie s  of th e  E g y p tia n s , m u s t  
su re ly  h a v e  h elp  for u s. O u r w ork  is  to  b reak  u p  th e  w on d erfu l se lf-su ffi-  
c ien cy  o f th e  W e st, th a t  m a rv e llo u s d e lu sio n  fchafc w e  are fche h ead  and crow n  
of a ll d ep a rtm en ts o f  m a n ’s p o ss ib ilit ie s  thafc h a v e  ever  ap p eared  on th is  
p la n et. I t  is  h ard  w ork , b e c a u se  th e re  is  m u c h  o f  i t ;  ifc is  nofc v ery  d ifficu lt  
w ork , b e c a u se  th e  e v id e n c e  is  c lear, and  rea so n a b le  m en w ill, a fter  a lit t le  
d iscu ssio n  g en era lly , a ccep t it .

M an y W e ste r n  m in d s , in  fcheir p ro lo n g ed  e n q u ir ies  before m eetin g  T h eoso 
p h ica l id eas, h a v e  b ecom e s tr o n g ly  t in g e d  w ith  m ater ia lis tic  s c ie n c e ; ifc is  
d ifficu lt o ften  to  r id  th e m se lv e s  o f  cru d e n o tio n s reg a rd in g  m a tter  and  i t s  
rela tion  to  m in d , an d  vice versa, w h ich  h av e  been  en gen d ered  b y  lo n g  
g r o v e llin g  a m o n g st  h u sk s .

T o  m eet th e se  en q u irers w e  h a v e  to  tra in  o u rse lv es, i f  w e  w o u ld  be  
d u tifu l T h e o so p h is ts , to  h a v e  ou r m eta p h y s ic a l con cep tion s clear  c u t and  
at h an d , to  se e  th a t  ou r e th ic s , m eta p h y s ic s , an d  sc ien ce , h o ld  w e ll to g e th e r  
and aro lo g ic a l. W e m u s t  u n d ersta n d  w h ere w e  d iffer  and w h ere w e a g ree , 
in  a sp ira tio n  an d  m eth o d , from  m odern  reform ers, e th ica l an d  socia l. A ll  
th is  req u ires m en ta l ord er a n d  p recis ion , w h ich  m ay  be str iv en  for, a n d



a cq u ired  in  som e d eg ree , b y  ev ery b o d y  in  p rop ortion  to  b is e ffo r t, an d  th e  
b o d ily  in stru m e n t w h ich  K arm a o b lig ed  th e  se lf  to  ch oose .

T h eo so p h y , E a ste rn  m eth o d s o f  th o u g h t , m y stic ism , are e x o t ic s  in  th e  
W e s t ; p erh a p s in  t im e  th e  m e n ta l a tm o sp h ere  w il l  b ecom e g e n ia l to  th e m . 
H o w  fe w  are th e  m y st ic a l w r it in g s , goo d , b ad  or in d ifferen t, th a t  a  cen tu ry  
p ro d u ces  ; y e t  a ll  our b est  m odern  lite r a tu r e  h as n eed ed  som e  m y st ic ism  in  it , 
to  m a k e  i t  w h a t  i t  is  from  S h a k esp ea re  an d  G oeth e d ow n w ard s.

W e  h a v e  tw o  c r u d itie s  to  f ig h t  a g a in st  in  E u rop e, th e  d o g m a tism  o f  
e x o te r ic  c r y s ta lliz e d  r e lig io u s  sy s te m s , a n d  th e  a lm o st eq u a l d o g m a tism  o f  
W e ste r n  sc ien ce . T h e  ord in ary  m in d  d e lig h ts  in  a c c e p tin g  d o g m a s to  
p r e v e n t  i t s e l f  th e  tro u b le  o f in d iv id u a l re sp o n sib le , th o u g h t . H o w  m a n y  
w h o  a c c e p t  d ogm as, w il l  s ta n d  c r it ic ism s an d  q u e st io n s?  Y o u  w ill  b e  
su r p r is e d  h ow  f e w ;  th e y  ta k e  r e fu g e  im m ed ia te ly  b e h in d  th e  p r ie s t, or  
so m e  fa v o u r ite  sc ie n t is t , and  th e  la t te r  k n o w in g  th a t  h e  k n o w s n o th in g  ex c e p t  
a  few  ex tern a l fa c ts  o f  th e  earth , i s  p le a se d  to  find  h im se lf  e le c te d  a  p h ilo 

so p h er  an d  g u id e , on  l i t t le  ca p ita l.

O v er  th e  b road  A t la n t ic  w e  p a ss  to  a  v a s t  terr ito ry , in  w h ich  rep resen 
ta t iv e s  o f a ll  p a r ts  o f  E u ro p e  h a v e  fo r  so m e g en era tio n s  u n d erg o n e  th e  
p r o c e ss  o f  am alg a m a tio n . T h e ir  te n d e n c y  h as b een  to  lea v e  b eh in d  th em  
th e ir  p re ju d ic es , an d  to  c u lt iv a te  th e  fa c u lt ie s  o f  cr it ic ism , in v e n tio n , o r ig i
n a l i ty  a n d  in tu it io n . T h er e  a n y th in g  n ew  is  ta k e n  u p  a n d  ju d g e d  u p on  
i t s  m e r its , th e  A m er ica n  m in d  is  freer  th a n  th a t  o f  E u ro p e , an d  h ero  
p ro b a b ly  a t  th e  p r esen t ep och  th e r e  is  p rom ise  o f T h eo so p h ica l a c t iv ity  
sh o w in g  th e  la r g e s t  r e su lt . T h e  A m er ica n  p eo p le  are so c ia b le  an d  co 
o p e r a t iv e . W e , in  E n g la n d , a lth o u g h  im p r o v in g , are n o t a  so c ia b le  p eo p le . 
T h is  c a p a c ity  for  a d h esio n  is  an  en orm ou s step  to w a rd s th e  rea liza tio n  of  
b roth erh ood . W h e th e r  i t  be a n a tio n a l or in d iv id u a l c h a ra c ter is tic , iso la 
t io n  a n d  d is t in c t  in d iv id u a lism  a re  c h a ra c ter is tic s  o f  p erso n a l a sse r t io n , and  
s ta n d  m u c h  in  th e  w a y .

O n e A m er ica n  tr a it  13 fo u n d ed  o n  th e  c o n cep tio n  th a t  h e  is  th e  b e st  
c it iz e n  w h o  w a n ts  m o st, earn s m o st, co n su m es m o st. T h is  id ea  ju s t if ie s  th e  
p r o d ig io u s  a c t iv ity  a n d  lu x u r y  o f  A m e r ic a n  life  ; s im p lic ity  a n d  fr u g a lity ,  
w a n tin g  l i t t l e  in  e ith e r  m o n e y  or  su r r o u n d in g s , b eco m e a lm o st s in s  : th e y  
a re  lo o k ed  u p o n  w ith  u n sy m p a th e t ic  e y e s . T h is  m a y  b e  n e c e ssa r y  in  th e  
fo rm a tio n  o f a  n ew  co u n tr y , w h ich  req u ires b e a t in g  in to  sh a p e  w ith  h ero ic  
m e th o d s , b u t  b e r e th e  a ltr u is t , th e  s tu d e n t  o f  o c c u lt  th in g s , m a y  fin d  g r e a te r  
d iff icu ltie s  th a n  e ls e w h e r e ; th e  r u sh  o f  l ife  is  g rea ter , th e  s tr ife  g rea ter . 
Y e t  a m id s t  a ll  th is  effor t for  th e  th in g s  o f  th e  w o rld , th e r e  is  a  d eep  an d  
ea rn est  d es ir e  to  Jcnow; to  learn  a ll  so r ts  p h ilo so p h ica l, sc ien tif ic , or d iv in e . 
T h is  a p p ears re flec ted  in  th e  e x c la m a tio n  to  a  s ta te m e n t  w h ic h  su rp r ise s , 
MI  w a n t to  k n o w .”

A m e r ic a n  lo d g e s  o rg a n ize  w e ll, b eco m e a u to n o m o u s, a n d  o r ig in a te  lin e s  
of w o r k : h e r e in  is  se en  th e ir  in v e n t iv e  g e n iu s . A lm o st  a n y  one o f  th e  
p ra ctica l fa c u ltie s , i f  w e ll d ev e lo p ed , is  su ffic ien t to  g iv e  th e  S o c ie ty ’s  
w ork  v i t a l i t y ,  i f  th e  T h eo so p h ic a l sp ir it  is  ad d ed .

W ith  th e  en e r g y , im a g in a tiv e n e ss , w ill , a n d  te n d e n c y  to  en q u iry , o u r  
A m erica n  b re th r e n  h a v e  a  v a s t  f e r t ile  f ie ld  b efo re  t h e m ; th e y  in d e e d  form  
b u t  an acorn , b u t  th e  tree  w h ich  i t  w il l  p ro d u ce  w il l  co v er  th e  A m e r ic a n  
e a r th .

T h ere  are g rea t d a n g e r s ; th e  race for  w ea lth , th e  in te n se  se lfish n ess  
and  c ru e lty  w h ich  it  e n g e n d e r s  m a y  g iv e  r ise , in  A m erica  an d  in  E n g la n d , 
to  a n u c leu s  o f  b lack  a d e p ts , w h o w ish  k n o w led g e  to  u se  ifc for  se lfish  
en d s. In  d ra w in g  th e  a tte n t io n  o f th e  W e st  to  th e  p h ilo so p h ies an d  m a g ic  
of th e  E a s t, w e  p erfo rce  p u t th e  se lfish  on  th e  road to  a cq u ir in g  e v il  
arts, an d  a t  ou r stu g e  o f  d ev e lo p m en t, th e  in c e n tiv e  a fter  som e p erso n a l 
p ow er or accomplishment o fte n  cu lls fo r th  m ore p erseveran ce and  en erg y  in  
i t s  a cq u irem en t, th a n  d o es th e  a ltr u is t ic  m o tiv e  w h ich  lead s th e  vo ta ry  
s lo w ly  a lo n g  th e  th o r n y  p a th  o f o ccu ltism .

A  fo u r th  fie ld  o f  T h eo so p h ic  w ork  n eed s a g lan ce . I n  A u stra lasia , th e  
m o v em en t h as r e p r e se n ta tiv e s . T h e se  C o lon ies are larg e , and  are th in ly  
p o p u la ted , y e t  th e  o b se r v a tio n s o f  th e  P resid en t-F o u n d e r  on  th e  spot, d is
covered  p r o m ise ; w h ere  th e  se ed  h a s fa lle n  i t  ta k e s  root and  grow s, and  
i t  h o ld s on, and  d oes n o t d ie . I t  se em s as i f  w e  m a y  co u n t u p on  a  rep etitio n  
in  th a t q u arter  o f th e  g lo b e  of th e  ex p er ien ces  in  A m erica .

T h eo so p h ica l l ite r a tu r e  is  read  th e re . I  b o u g h t m y first T h eosop h ica l 
b ook  from  th e  top  sh e lf  o f a  book  sto re  in  a sm a ll N e w  Z ea lan d  port, som e few  
y ea rs  ago . I t  w a s “ I s is  U n v e ile d .” T h e  le a d in g  b ook -se llers o f B r isb an e, 
S y d n e y , M elbourne, a n d  o th e r  la r g e  c it ie s  k eep  our books and  period ica ls  
on  sa le .

T h ese  v ie w s  are p o ss ib ly  cru d e  or e v e n  erro n eo u s. B u t  co n sid er in g  th e  
m o v em e n t u n d er  th e se  v a r y in g  co n d itio n s , th e ir  co n tra st m ay  h elp  u s to  
*pbey th e  p h ilo so p h er’s m a x im , K n o w  T h y s e lf .

E . T . S tukdy.

W H A T  A R E  W E  H E R E  F O R  ?

TH E  o b je c t  o f  o u r  e x is t e n c e  h e r e , a n d  t h e  w o r k  w e  a r e  to  do, c o u ld  b e  

b e t t e r  u n d e r s to o d  b y  lo o k in g  in to  t h e  g e n e r a l  p la n  o f  t h e  e v o lu t io n  

o f  t h e  E g o  a n d  i t s  u l t im a t e  d e s t in y .  T h e  E g o  w h ic h  s ta r te d  fro m  i t s  

so u r c e  ( w e  c a n n o t  s a y  w h e n , b e c a u s e  T im e  a n d  S p a c e  a r e  a p p lic a b le  to  

t h i s  o u r  p la n e  o n ly )  in  a  s t a t e  o f  p a s s iv e  n e g a t iv e  p u r ity , h a s  to  p a s s  

t h r o u g h  a  s e r ie s  o f  e x is t e n c e s  a n d  p la n e s  t o  n n d e r g o  a n d  e x h a u s t  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h o s e  p la n e s . S o  i t  h a s  c o m e  d o w n  th r o u g h  m a n y  

p la n e s  o f  e x is t e n c e s  e a c h  m o r e  g r o s s  t h a n  t h e  o th e r , u n t i l  w e  a r e  
o n  t h e  p h y s ic a l  p la n e , t h e  g r o s s e s t  o f  a l l .  T h is  i s  t h e  t u r n in g  p o in t  

o f  t h e  e v o lu t io n a r y  c o u r s e , a n d  fr o m  t h i s  b e g in s  a  s e r ie s  o f  e x i s t 
e n c e s  o n  p la n e s  e a c h  h ig h e r  in  p o in t  o f  s p ir i tu a l i ty  th a n  t h e  p r e 

c e d in g  o n e , u n t i l  t h e  E g o s  r e tu r n  to  t h e  so u r c e  fro m  w h ic h  t h e y  s ta r te d ,  

in  a  s t a t e  o f  a c t iv e  p e r fe c t io n  r ic h  w it h  th e  so u l e x p e r ie n c e s  g a th e r e d  
d u r in g  so  m a n y  l iv e s .  T h is  i s  t h e  c o u r se  o f  e v o lu t io n , a n d  w h e n  w e l l  

u n d e r s to o d , w e  w o u ld  s e e  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  w e  sh o r te n  o u r  s t a y  o n  

e a c h  p la n e , e x h a u s t in g  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h a t  p la n e  in  a s  s h o r t  a  t im e  

a s  w e  c a n , t h e  so o n e r  w e  a t ta in  o u r  pb ject*  ( i .  e .)  m e r g in g  in to  t h e  s o u r c e  
f r o m  w h ic h  w e  is s u e d ,



N o w  to  ta k o  o u r  c a s e  in t o  c o n s id e r a t io n  : w e  a re  on  t h i s  p h y s i 
c a l  p la n e  a n d  h a v e  to  e x h a u s t  i t s  e x p e r ie n c e s . B y  e x h a u s t in g  t h e  
e x p e r ie n c e s , I  m e a n  to  g o  p e r s o n a l ly  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  fo r m  o f  e x is te n c e ,  

an d  s e le c t  a m o n g  th e  in n u m e r a b le  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th o s e  t h a t  a ro  c o n c e r n e d  

w it h  th e  P e r m a n e n t  in  m a n  a n d  w h ic h  sp e e d  h im  o n  t h e  c o u r se  o f  

E v o lu t io n . T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  th e  E g o  ta k e s  w it h  h im  d u r in g  h is  

v a r io u s  in c a r n a t io n s  a r e  o n ly  t h o s e  c o n n e c te d  w it h  h is  H ig h e r  S e l f .  T h e y  

a re , a s  i t  w e r e , s tr u n g  o n  th e  t h r e a d  o f  h is  H ig h e r  S e l f  (i. e.), S u tr a tm a .  
I n  d o in g  t h i s  t h e  E g o  h a s  to  g o  th r o u g h  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  
e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  d is c a r d  t h e  im p e r m a n e n t  o n e s . A n d  t h e  la t t e r  b e in g  

t h e  m a jo r ity ,  i t  i s  p la in  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t e r  d e s t r u c t iv e  w o r k  th a n  

c o n s tr u c t iv e .  N o w  g o in g  t h r o u g h  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  c a n  b e  d o n e  in  tw o  w a y s ,  
e i t h e r  b y  u n d e r g o in g  i t  o n e s e l f  o r  a c q u ir in g  a  d e te r m in e d  c o n v ic t io n  o f  
i t s  u s e f u ln e s s  o r  o th e r w is e .  O n e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  t h a t  p o iso n  c a u se s  d e a th  

b y  t a s t in g  i t  h im s e l f  a n d  d y in g  ; h e  s im p ly  s e e s  m a n y  s u f fe r in g  t h e  c o n se 
q u e n c e s , a n d  i t  b e in g  a n  im m e d ia t e  p h y s ic a l  r e s u lt ,  h e  i s  f ir m ly  co n 

v in c e d  t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  t a k e  p o iso n , a n d  h e  w o u ld  n o t  d o  so  u n d e r  a n y  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s . B u t  t h e  s p ir i t u a l  a n d  m o r a l r e s u lt s ,  g o o d  a n d  b a d , are  

n o t  a lw a y s  im m e d ia te  a n d  v i s ib le ,  so  i t  r e q u ir e s  o n e  to  g o  t h r o u g h  th e  

m o s t  im p o r ta n t  o f  th e m  to  r e a l i s e  t h e ir  u s e f u ln e s s  or  o t h e r w is e .  A c c o r d 

i n g  to  t h e  la w  o f  K a r m a , w h e n  o n e  i s  d r a g g e d  fr o m  t h e  m id d le  p a th  o f  

d u ty  b y  lo v e  o r  h a tr e d , h e  i s  b o u n d  to  t h a t  o b je c t  u n t i l  h e  s e e s  t h a t  thera>  

i s  n o  u s e  in  lo v in g  t h a t  o r  h a t in g  t h i s .  N o w  w h e n  a  m a n  g e t s  im m o d e r 

a t e ly  fo n d  o f  w o m e n , b e  i s  b o u n d  to  t h e m  d u r in g  so  m a n y  in c a r n a t io n s  

t h a t  h e  g e t s  d is g u s te d  a n d  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a l  p le a s u r e  in  i t ; or  

w h e n  w e  s h r in k  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  s ig h t  o f  a n y  lo a th s o m e  p h y s ic a l  d is e a s e  
o r  m e n ta l  d e p r a v i t y ,  in s t e a d  o f  p i t y in g  t h e  o b je c t  a n d  t r y in g  to  c u r e  h im  

o f  i t ,  w e  a r e  b o u n d  to  t h e  o b je c t  u n t i l  w e  a r e  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e r e  is  

n o th in g  r e a l ly  d e t e s t a b le  in  h im . H e n c e  w e  s e e  t h a t  to  o b ta in  o n e  e x p e r i
e n c e  o n e  h a s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  so  m a n y  in c a r n a t io n s .  T h e  c h ie f  d u ty  o f  an  
E g o  w h i le  h e r e  i s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a l i e n t  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  to  k n o w  th e ir  

b e a r in g  u p o n  t h e  P e r m a n e n t , a n d  to  k n o w  t h e  r e la t io n  o f  o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  

t o  a n o th e r  ; a ls o  w e  sh o u ld  d i s t in g u i s h  t h e  s o u l e x p e r ie n c e s  fr o m  th e  

e a r t h ly  o n e s  a n d  g r a d u a lly  m o u ld  o u r  l iv e s ,  so  t h a t  w e  m a y  h a v e  a  m a jo r 
i t y  o f  t h e  h ig h e s t  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h e n  w e  c lo s e  o u r  a c c o u n t  a f t e r  t h i s  l i fe .  

T h is  i s  t h e  e n d  a n d  a im  o f  o u r  e x i s t e n c e  h e r e , a n d  e v e r y  o th e r  th in g  
i s  b u t  a c c e s s o r y  t o  i t .  T h e  fo u r  S a d h a n a s  : d i s t in g u is h in g  b e t w e e n  th e  

p e r m a n e n t  a n d  t h e  im p e r m a n e n t ; t h e  f e e l in g  o f  in d if fe r e n c e  to  th e  

p le a s u r e s  o f  a l l  t h e  p la n e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ; t h e  c u l t iv a t io n  o f  t h e  a c t iv e  

a n d  t h e  p a s s iv e  v i r t u e s ; a n d  t h e  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  in  o u r  l i f e  o f  a n  u n c e a s 

i n g  a c t iv e  d e s ir e  to  f r e e  o u r s e lv e s  f r o m  t h i s  c y c le  o f  e x is t e n c e s ,  a l l  th e so  

a r e  b u t  t h e  m e a n s  t o  t h a t  e n d . A g a in ,  t h e  b e a r in g  o f  t h e  Y o g a  p r a c t ic e  

u p o n  t h i s ,  i s  a s  f o l lo w s  :— Y o g a  p r a c t ic e  t e n d s  to  p u r i f y  a n d  p a r a ly s e  

t h e  b o d y , so  t h a t  t h e  in n e r  s e n s e s  m a y  b e  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  e n a b le  h im  to  

w o r k  u p o n  t h e  n e x t  p la n e  a n d  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s . B y  th a t  h e  

o b ta in s  a ls o  a n o th e r  o b je c t , i. e., b y  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  r e la t io n s  o f  th e  

a s tr a l  p la n e  b e  ia  a b le  to  k n o w  t h e  r e la t io n s  o f  h ia  k a r m ic  a c ta  h e r e , a n d

h e n c e  to  d u ly  r e g u la t e  h is  l i f e  h e r e  in  su c h  a  w a y  a s  to  g o  th r o u g h  t h e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h i s  p la n e  in  a s  sh o r t  a  p e r io d  o f  t im e  a s  p o s s ib le .

L e t  u s  n o w  s e e  w h a t  b e a r in g  U n iv e r s a l  B r o th e r h o o d  a n d  u n s e lf is h ly  
w o r k m g  fo r  o th e r s ,  h a v e  u p o n  t h e  o b je c t  to  b e  a t ta in e d .

1  o e x h a u s t  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h is  p la n e  i s  to  g o  in d iv id u a l ly  th r o u g h  

e v e r y  fo r m  o f  e x is t e n c e  a n d  t h e  in n u m e r a b le  v a r ie t ie s  th e r e in  u n t i l  
w e  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  t h e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s .  N o w  t a k in g  th e  h u m a n  k in g 

d o m , th e r e  a r e  t h e  d i s t in c t ly  m a r k e d  d iv is io n s  ( i . e .) , r a c e s . A g a in , th e r o  

a r e  su b -r a c e s  a n d  b r a n c h  r a c e s . A g a in  in  e a c h  b r a n c h  r a c e  th e r e  a r e  

t r ib a l  v a r ie t ie s  a n d  in  th e m  in n u m e r a b le  in d iv id u a ls .  I n  o n e  in d iv id u a l  

th e r e  a r e  in n u m e r a b le  p h a s e s  o f  c h a r a c te r . N o w  i f  o n e  w e r e  to  ta k e  

a n  in c a r n a t io n  fo r  e v e r y  su c h  e x p e r ie n c e , t h e  n u m b e r  o f  in c a r n a t io n s  o n  

t h i s  e a r th  d u r in g  a  r o u n d  o n ly  w o u ld  b e  b e y o n d  h u m a n  c a lc u la t io n .  

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e n  s u c h  r o u n d s  o n  t h i s  c h a in , a n d  t h i s  c h a in  i s  o n ly  o n e  o f  
t h e  s o la r  s y s te m , a n d  so  o n  a d  in f in itu m .

U n iv e r s a l  B r o th e r h o o d  fu r th e r s  o u r  e n d  in  t h is  w a y . I n  t h i s

r a c e , at this t im e , t h e r e  a r e  the nations—H in d u , E u r o p e a n , a n d  o th e r  
A s ia t ic .  I t j i s  a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  o n e  s h o u ld  in c a r n a te  s e v e r a l ly  
in  t h e s e  n a t io n s  to  g e t  h o ld  o f  t h e  s a l ie n t  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  in  e a c h .

H e  c a n n o t  g e t  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  b y  b e in g  b o m  a  

H in d u . B u t  in  t h e  s a m e  n a t io n  t h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  v a r ie t ie s  a n d  sp e c ie s  
t h a t  w e r e  o n e  to  g o  on  in c a r n a t in g  in  e a c h  to  g e t  h o ld  o f  t h e  c h a r a c te r 
i s t ic s ,  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  e n d . S o  U n iv e r s a l  B r o th e r h o o d  o r  s y m p a th y  e n a b le s  

n s  to  p u t  o u r s e lv e s  in  t h e  p la c e  o f  o th e r s  in  j o y  a n d  so r ro w , a n d  so  

e x p e r ie n c e  w h a t  i s  p a s s in g  in  th e m  a t  t h a t  t im e . T h is  in c r e a s e s  o u r  

e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  so  d e c r e a s e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  in c a r n a t io n s  w e  sh o u ld  

o t h e r w is e  h a v e  t o  u n d e r g o . T h e  w id e r  o u r  s y m p a th ie s  a r e  e x te n d e d ,  
t h e  g r e a t e r  is  o u r  sp h e r e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  t h e  l e s s  o u r  n u m b e r  o f  b ir th s  
h e r e , t i l l  w e  a r e  p e r m e a te d  w i t h  a  f e e l in g  o f  U n iv e r s a l  S y m p a th y  

a n d , a s  i t  w e r e , a b so r b e d  in to  t h e  U n iv e r s a l  L a w  o f  H a r m o n y  a n d  
O r d e r .

I  m a y  a s  w e l l  s a y  a  f e w  w o r d s  a b o u t  e v i l s  a r is in g  fr o m  se lf ish 
n e s s . I n  a d d it io n  t o  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  e v i l  a b o v e  d e sc r ib e d , t h e  se lf ish  

m a n  in  t r y in g  to  s h a r e  in  t h e  p le a s u r e  d e r iv e d  fr o m  o th e r s , b u t  
n o t  in  t h e ir  so r r o w , i .  e ., s h u t s  a s  i t  w e r e  t h e  w in d o w  in to  h is  so u l  
th r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e s e  r a y s  o f  s y m p a t h y  e n te r . H e  o ffer s  a  d e te r m in e d  
r e s is ta n c e  to  th e  n a tu r a l  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  L a w  o f  H a r m o n y  a n d  S y m p a th y ,  

b y  w h ic h  t h e  s t r in g s  a t  o n e  h e a r t  r e s p o n d  to  a  c o r r e sp o n d in g  v ib r a t io n  o f  

jo y  o r  so r r o w  in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  o th e r s . E v e r y  t im e  h e  m a k e s  th e  w a ll  

b e tw e e n  s tr o n g e r , u n t i l  a n  im p e n e tr a b le  b a r r ie r  is  th u s  r a is e d . M e a n 
w h i le  t h e  f e e l in g s  o f  s y m p a t h y  in  h im  fo r  t h e  so r r o w s o f  o th e r s  

b e c o m e  a tr o p h ie d  fo r  w a n t  o f  u se . B u t  a s  m is e r y  p r e p o n d e r a te s  in  

t h e  l i v e s  o f  m a n , so  e v e n  h is  a b i l i t y  to  sh a r e  in  t h e  jo y s  o f  o th e r s  b e 

c o m e  le s s  a n d  le s s , b e c a u s e  th o s e  r a y s  o f  s y m p a th y  c a n n o t  p ie r c e  t h e  d a r k  

t h ic k  w a l l  o f  s e l f is h n e s s  r a is e d  a r o u n d  t h e  p e r s o n  (g o o d  c la ir v o y a n t s  

a c t u a l ly  s e e  i t ) ,  t i l l  a t  la s t  t h e  p e r so n  u n a b le  t o  p y zn p a th ize  w i t h  th o



jo y s  o f  o th e r s , a n d  f in d in g  n o  j o y  in  h im s e l f  s e t t l e s  d o w n  in to  a  p e r 
m a n e n t  s ta t e  o f  h y p o c h o n d r ia s is , i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  c o m m it  s u ic id e  b e fo r e  

th a t .

S o  w e  se e  t h a t  u n iv e r s a l  s y m p a t h y  a n d  u n s e lf is h  w o r k in g  fo r  o th e r s  

t e n d s  n o t  o n ly  to  o u r  o w n  g o o d , b u t  a ls o  l ig h t e n s  t h e  b u r d e n s  o f  o th e r s  

a n d  r e m o v e s  t h e  th o r n s  fr o m  t h e ir  p a th s . A n d  fo r  a l lo w in g  a  fr e e  

sc o p e  fo r  t h e  so u ls  y e a r n in g  to  w o r k  in  t h a t  l in e , b u t  c o u ld  fin d  n o  
c o -o p e r a t io n , h a s  th e  b r o a d  p la t fo r m  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  b e e n  
in s t i tu t e d .  I t  b r in g s  t o g e th e r  in d iv id u a l  e a r n e s t  w o r k e r s , a n d  g iv e s  

e a c h  a  s t r e n g th ,  b e in g  s u p p o r te d  b y  t h e  r e s t ,  t h a t  s t im u la t e s  h im  

to  m o r e  a c t iv e  w o rk .

C . R . S r in iv a s a y a n g a r ,  F . T . S .

A  T H E O S O P H IC A L  I N T E R V I E W .

O ur P re s id e n t - F ounder’s P io n e e r  W ork in  th e  G reat  I solated

C o n t in e n t .

AM O N G  t h e  n u m e r o u s  n o t ic e s  o f  C o l. O lc o t t ’s  A u s t r a l ia n  to u r , th e r e  

i s  a  lo n g ,  c o llo q u ia l  a r t ic le .  T h e  “ I n t e r v ie w ” i s  a n  e x p lo i t  b e lo n g in g  

w h o l ly  to  th e  s p ir i t  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  n e w s p a p e r , a n d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  i s  th e  

r e f le c t io n , a n d  th e  v iv id  p ic tu r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  e p o c h . T h e  “  I n t e r v ie w ”  

in  n e w s p a p e r -  u sa g e , o r ig in a te d  in  A m e r ic a ,  t h e  la n d  o f  u n c o n v e n t io n a l ,  

o r ig in a l ,  a n d  d a r in g  n o v e l t ie s .  I t  w a s  a t  f ir s t  r id ic u le d  a n d  d e n o u n c e d  

o n  t h e  E a s te r n  s id e  o f  th e  A t l a n t i c ; t h e n  i t  w a s  t h e r e  a d o p t e d ; a n d  is  

n o w  c u r r e n t  e v e r y w h e r e ,  a n d  i s  r e a d  w i t h  t h e  a v id i t y  o f  a  n e w  n o v e l.  

T h e  r e p o r t  o f  “ A n  I n t e r v ie w ,” c a r r ie s  t h e  m a g n e t ic  e le m e n t  o f  a  
p e r s o n a l  a c q u a in ta n c e s h ip . I n  t h i s  w a y  i t  i s  in  f a c t  o n e  o f  t h e  r u n n in g  

r iv u le t s  a n d  t h e  c h a n n e ls  t h a t  t e n d  s u r e ly  to w a r d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  h u m a n  
so u ls . I t  i s  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  a n d  in t e r e s t  in  a l l  t h e  h u m a n  
f a m i ly .  T h e  e n w r a p p in g , t h e  .m u ff lin g  u p  o f  e a c h  b e in g  in  h is  o w n  so u l  

s h e l l ,  i s  w h a t  c o n t in u e s , in t e n s i f ie s ,  a n d  t h u s  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  i l lu s io n  o f  

o u r  t e m p o r a r y  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  p r e v e n t s  fo r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h o u g h  i t  c a n  

o n ly  d e fe r , t h e  so m e t im e -to -b e  r e - n n i t y  o f  S p ir i t .
A u s t r a l ia n  “ n e w s p a p e r -m e n ” s e e m  t o  b e  e x p e r t  in  t h i s  m o d e r n  

a r t  o f  t h e  c h r o n ic le r .  F o r  in t e r v ie w in g  i s  a n  a r t ,  a n d  c l e v e r  i s  t h e  

a r t is t ic  j o u r n a l is t ,  t h e  s c r ib b le r  a n d  m e n t a l  k in g ,  w h o  k n o w s  h o w —  

u r b a n e ly  a n d  p le a s a n t ly  h o w — to  m a k e  t h e  o t h e r  o n e  t a lk ,  a n d  to  k e e p  

s t i l l  h i m s e l f ;  t o  s u p p r e s s  e x p r e s s io n ,  a n d  m o m e n t a r i ly  a n n ih i la t e  

h i s  o.w n m e n t a l  p r o c l iv i t i e s  o r  o p in io n s ,— a n d  k e e p  h im s e l f  s t i l l  a n d  

c a lm ,— s t i l l  a s  a  n o n -e n t i ty ,  b u t  k e e n l y  h e a r in g ,  a n d  w r i t in g  o n  t h e  

ta b le t  o f  a  p r a c t is e d  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  m e m o r y , t h e  id e a s ,  a ls o  th o  v e r y  

w ords* lo o k s , t o n e , a n d  t o t a l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  in t e r 
v ie w e d . T o  t h e  r e p o r te r , i t  i s  a  s e l f - d i s c ip l in a r y ,  a  c h a r a c t e r - e d u c a t in g  

in d u s tr y . A n d  w h e n , a f te r  so m e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r 's  m is c e l la n e o u s

w o r k , h e  r e jo in s  t h e  g a b b l in g  w o r ld , r e m ix e s  w ith  i t  a s  a c t u a l ly  on o  

o f  th e  h u m a n  in s e c t s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d , a n d  n o t  a s  t h e  a r t i s t  s t a n d in g  

a b o v e  a n d  a lo n e , to  r e c o r d  t h e  s c e n e  h e  s e e s ,  w i t h o u t  a  p e r s o n a l b ia s  

im p u ls in g  h i s  s w if t  p e n c i l ,— w h e n  h e  r e m ix e s  a s  o n e  o f  t h a t  m u lt i t u d e ,  

h e  i s  a m a z e d  a t  t h e  w a y  t h e  o r d in a r y  m a n k in d  m a n a g e s  u tte r a n c e ,  

a s a n  o u te r -a n c e , t h e  s p r e a d in g  o f  h im s e l f  a n d  h a m m e r in g  a l l e g e d  

“ id e a s ’* in to  a  h e a r in g ,  b y  t h e i r  m e r e  p h y s ic a l  p u sh  fr o m  t h e  th r o a t  a n d  

th o r a x , o r g a n s  t h a t  l i e  b e lo w  t h e  b r a in . E s p e c ia l ly  im p r e s s iv e  a n d  

c u r io u s  a r e  t h e y  w h o  e v e r y w h e r e  l ib e r a l ly  g i v e  t h e m s e lv e s  a w a y , a n d  

a l lo w  n o  o th e r  p e r s o n  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  c o m m it  in d is c r e t io n s  o f  t h o  
to n g u e .

A  p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w s  n o t  t h e  a d r o it  a r t  o f  b r o a d -c a s t in g  id e a s ,  

w h ic h  i s  m o r a l ly  t h e  p la n t in g  o f  se e d , o n e  w h o  m a y  p o s s e s s  t h e  

v e r y  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  w is h e s  to  o b ta in  fo r  i t s  g r e a t  

p u b lic  fa m ily ,  a  p e r s o n  w h o  r e a l ly  b e lo n g s  to  p r iv a t e  l i f e  a lo n e ,  
sh r in k s  fr o m  t h e  s ig h t  o f  a  w o r k in g  p e n c i l  n o t in g  d o w n  w h a t  h e  s p e a k s ,  

a n d  m ig h t  b e  e v e n  q u ite  s h u t  u p  a n d  u n a b le  to  h a n d  fo r th  t h e  s o u g h t -  

fo r  o p in io n  o r  in f o r m a t io n ; th e r e fo r e ,  in  o r d in a r y  c a s e s , t h e  in te r v ie w e r  

h id e s  t h e  n o te b o o k , w h i le  t h e  a g i le  e x p e r t  m in d  a n d  so u l w h o  h a s  tr a in e d  

h im s e lf  to  k e e p  s t i l l  a n d  l i s t e n ,  a i l  h is  o w n  e m o t io n  a n d  p e r s o n a li ty  

la id  a s id e , s p e a k s  j u s t  e n o u g h , a n d  p le a s a n t ly ,  to  k e e p  t h e  o th e r  o n e  

ta lk in g .  B u t  th e  m o m e n t  h e  e m e r g e s , a n d  is  b e y o n d  t h e  o u ts id e  d oor, 

th e  in te r v ie w e r  i s  a  d if f e r e n t  b e in g . I n s t a n t ly  h e  tu r n s  th e  n e a r e s t  

c o rn er , o r  h e  h a l t s  h id d e n  b y  h ig h  b a n k  a n d  le a f y  h e d g e , a n d  w r it e s  t h e r e  

w ith  th e  s p e e d  o f  w o r k in g  fo r  d e a r  l i f e ; a n d  a s  t h e  j u g g le r  s w a llo w s  

an  u n m e a s u r a b le  q u a n t i t y ,  a n d  t h e n  d r a w s  i t  f o r th  b y  p u l l in g  a  th r e a d ,  

so t h e  in te r v ie w e r  d r a w s  a n d  s t e a d i ly  d r a w s  o n  t h e  th r e a d  o f  m e m o r y ,  

an d  g e t s  f o r th  t h e  w h o le  t r e a s u r e o r ,  th e  e m e r g e n c y  m a y  b e  so  p r e s s in g  

th a t  h e  w h o  w a s  t h e  id e a l  o f  le i s u r e  d u r in g  t h e  in te r v ie w , c a n n o t  s to p  
on  th e  w a y s id e ,  n o r  w r it e  o n  a  t a b le  o r  a  b e n c h  in  t h e  n e a r  small r e s ta u 
ra n t. H e  i s  in  t h e  s u b u r b s , m i le s  fr o m  t h e  o ffice  w h e r e  h is  a r t ic le  

m u s t  w i t h in  a  f e w  h o u r s  b e  p r in te d , a n d  w i t h in  a  f e w  h o u r s  m o re  i t  

w il l  b e  s e e n  b y  th r e e  h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  r e a d e r s . A  c o n t in e n t , e v e n  a  

w o r ld  i s  to  b e  in f lu e n c e d , w i l l  s u r e ly  r e c e iv e  s o m e  s h a d in g  o f  v ie w  a n d  

o p in io n  b y  t h i s  f le e t  p e n . T iff in , d in n e r  ! F o o d , n o th in g ,  i s  to  b e  th o u g h t  

o f u n t i l  t h i s  a r t ic le  i s  f in is h e d . I t  is  a n  a v o c a t io n , m o s t  s e lf - ig n o r in g ,  

im p e r so n a l, o n e ’s  o w n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r g e t t in g  ; a n d  i t s  t e n d e n c y °  is  s e l f -  

su p p r e s s in g  a n d  s e l f - a b n e g a t in g  in  c o n v e r s a t io n  a n d  h u m a n  intercourse, 
an d  in  b r a in  in d u s tr y , a n d  a s  s u c h  i t  s t a n d s  la r g e ly  w it h in  th e  T h eoso*  
p h ic a l p r o c e s s .

I n  t h e  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  m e tr o p o lis ,  t h e  tr a m  u se d  to  b e  m oro  
a v a i la b le  th a n  t h e  c a b , a n d  i t  w a a  t h e  r o y a l  c o a c h  o f  t h e  s o v e r e ig n  

p e o p le . A s  su c h , i t  w aa  r e s p e c te d , a n d  u s e d  b y  m ill io n a ir e  a n d  la b o r 

er. I n  a n y  c a se , i t  w a a  t h e  h a n d ie s t  a n d  f le e te s t ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  th o  

n eed  o f  o u r  j o u r n a l i s t ; so  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  t iff in , a n d  a s  r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e  

p e o p le  a r o u n d , a n d  t h e  i a  a n d  o u t - g e t t in g  tr a m  p a s s e n g e r s  a s  o f  th q
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w h o le  p o p u la t io n  o f  N e w  Y o r k  C ity , in te n t  o n ly  on  g e t t in g  fo r th  t h e s e  

id e a s  th a t  la t e ly  w e n t  in to  h is  h e a d , a n d  in  th e ir  o w n  v e r b ia g e  to o ,— h e  
s e a ts  h im s e l f  in  t h e  c lo se d , h o u s e - l ik e  tr a m  o f  c o ld  c o u n tr ie s ,  a n d  w r it e s  
d u r in g  a l l  t h e  w a y  d o w n  to w n , w h ic h  m a y  b e  h o u r s  o f  m i le s .  S u c h  

i s  t h e  b r a in y  r u s h  o f  t h e  s t e e d - l ik e  p e n m e n  t h e r e  to d a y , m o d if ie d  o n ly ,  

l ju t  n o t  le s s e n e d , b y  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  lo c o m o t iv e  c o n v e n ie n c e s  o f  a  m e tr o 
p o l i s .

W h e r e  t h e  o n e  to  b e  in t e r v ie w e  d  is  f a m il ia r  w it h  p u b lic  w o r k , a n d  

3 p o w B  t h a t  t h e  g r a n d  r o u te  to  t h e  p e o p le ’s  in t e l l ig e n c e  a n d  t h e  p e o p le ’s  

Ig n ited  h e a r t ,  l ie s  b y  w a y  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  t y p e s  in  t h e  p r in t in g  o ffic e ,— h e  

i s  n o t  a f r a i d ; n o r  i s  t h e  r e p o r te r , w h o  n o w  b o ld ly  o p e n s  h is  n o te -b o o k  ; 

l i i s  s h o r t -h a n d  c a n  t a k e  d o w n  t h e  d ia lo g u e  v e r b a tim  a s  i t  g o e s  o n , a n d  

a t  i t s  c lo s e  t h e  a r t ic le  la c k s  o n ly  t h e  f e w  s e n te n c e s  o f  in tr o d u c t io n ,  w h ic h  

a r e  e a s y  “ t o  c o n ju r e  a n d  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b ly  t h e  m e th o d  b y  w h ic h  t h e  

le& d in g  A u s t r a l ia n  n e w s p a p e r  g i v e s  u s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  d ia lo g u e

4‘ C om e a n d  s i t  d ow n  a t th is  ta b le  an d  ta k e  y o u r  n o te s . D o n ’t  t r u s t  to  you r  
m em o r y . I  h a v e  b e e n  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  P r e ss  s in c e  1858, an d  so , y o u  se e  
k n o w  th e  ro p e s .” T h e  sp ea k er  w a s C o lo n e l O lc o tt, P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  T h eo-  
B o p h io a l  S o c ie ty ,  o f  m id d le  s ta tu r e , le a n in g  to w a rd s co m fo r ta b le  co rp u 
le n c y , b u t  f u l l  o f  l i f e  an d  v ig o u r , an d  so m ew h a t a f te r  th e  ty p e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  
p h ilo so p h e r s . H is  a d v ic e  w a s te n d e r e d  to  a r e p r e se n ta tiv e  o f  t h is  p a p er  
a t  a n  in te r v ie w  la s t  w eek , d u r in g  th e  co u r se  o f  w h ich  th e  fo llo w in g  in fo r 
m a tio n  w a s g le a n e d  c o n c e r n in g  h im s e lf  a n d  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  w h ic h  h e  s ta n d s  
a t  th e  h e lm .

* " W h a t h a s  b r o u g h t  y o u  to  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld , C o lo n e l P”
. " P a r t ly  b u s in e s s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  a s m a ll e s ta t e  le f t  th e  T h eo so p h ic a l  

S o c ie ty ,  a n d  p r in c ip a lly  r e s t . I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k in g  in c e s s a n t ly  tw e lv e  
y e a r s  in  th e  E a s t ,  a n d  c h a n g e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  n e c e s s ity .  D u r in g  m y  la s t  
to u r  th r o u g h  In d ia , I  w a s  le c tu r in g  c o n s ta n t ly  in  th e  h o t t e s t  p a r t  o f  th e  
c o u n tr y  in  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  h o t  w e a th e r , a n d  in  th e  w e t t e s t  p a r t  o f  th e  
c o u n tr y  d u r in g  t h e  w e t  se a so n . S u c h  la b o u r s  t e l l  o n  th e  s t r o n g e s t  co n 
s t i t u t io n .’’

" H o w  lo n g  h a s  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty  b e e n  in  e x is te n c e  P”
" I t  w a s  fo u n d e d  in  N e w  Y o r k  in  N o v e m b e r  1875 , b y  M ad am e B la v a tsk y ,  

m y s e lf ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  o th e r  la d ie s  a n d  g e n t le m e n  in te r e s t e d  in  p h ila n th r o p ic  
re se a r c h , o n e  o f  w h o m  w a s a  U n ita r ia n  c le r g y m a n . A t  C h r is tm a s , 1878, 
in  co m p a n y  w it h  M ad am e B la v a ts k y , I  w e n t  to  B o m b a y  a n d  r e m a in e d  th reo  
o r  fo u r  y e a r s . T h e n  w e  s h if te d  to  M a d ra s , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  th e  c e n tr e  o f  
t h e  m o v e m e n t  e v e r  s in c e . T h e r e  th e  T h eo so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  o w n s 27  a c r e s  o f  
g r o u n d , o n  w h ic h  a r e  H e a d -q u a r te r  b u i ld in g s  a n d  a  lib r a r y  c o n ta in in g  

a n c ie n t  O r ie n ta l m a n u sc r ip ts . B e s id e  M a d ra s w e  h a v e  a lso  H e a d -q u a r te r s  

in  L o n d o n , N e w  Y o r k , S a n  F r a n c isc o  a n d  C o lom b o . A n n u a l C o n v e n tio n s  
a re  h e ld , a t  w h ic h  M ah o m ed a n s, H in d o o  P u n d its , a n d  P a r se e  D a s tu r s  a re  
b r o u g h t  t o g e th e r  w ith o u t  in te r fe r in g  w ith  th e ir  r e l ig io n s .”

“ I f  th e  S o c ie ty  i s  a  se c u la r  o n e , w h a t  g e n e r a lly  i s  th e  n a tu r e  p f  i t s  
c o n s t itu t io n  P”

" I t  i s  a  S o c ie t y  o f  r e s e a r c h ; t h e  su b je c t s  a re  th e  s tu d y  o f  r e l ig io n s  an d  
p h ilo so p h ie s . O u r  b u s in e s s  is  to  p ic k  o u t  th e  g o o d  p a r ts  o f  a ll  r e l ig io n s  a n d  
tpach  m en  to  l i r e  u p  to  th e m . W e  a r e  a lso  a n  a g e n c y  fo r  th e  rey iv a l_  o£

a n c ie n t  k n o w led g e . T h e  c a th o lic ity  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  o n e o f  its  p ro m in en t  
fe a tu r e s . M em b ers o f a ll r e l ig io n s  ca n  jo in  as w e ll a s F i*ee-th inkers. Ouir 
ra n k s in c lu d e  an  A n g lic a n  b ish o p  an d  a n u m b er  o f  C h r istia n 'm iss io n a r ie s  i i i  
v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o rld , o n e  o f  w h o m , th e  K ev . W . C. C op elan d , is  P resi^  
d en t o f  th e  B ranch a t  T a k o m a .”

" T h e  S o c ie ty  h a s  th r e e  p u b lish e d  o b je c ts— (1) T o b e  th e  n u c leu s  o f  a. 
u n iv e r sa l b ro th erh o o d . (2) T o  p r o m o te  th e  s tu d y  of Aryan* an d  o th e r  E a s te r n  
l ite r a tu r e s , r e lig io n s , a n d  sc ie n c e s . (3) T o  in v e s t ig a te  u n ex p la in e d  la w s o f  
nafcure, an d  th e  p sy c h ic a l  p o w ers  la t e n t  in  m a n . Nofc a w ord  o f an y  fo rm  
o f b e lie f . A th e is t  a n d  th e is t ,  C h r is t ia n  a n d  H in d o o , M ahornedan and  secu»  
la r is t , a ll can  m e e t  on  o n e  b road  p la tfo r m , w h ere  no on e h as th e  r ig h t  
to  lo o k  a sk a n ce  a t a n o th e r . T h e  m e m b e r sh ip  o f  th e  T h eo so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  
d o es  n o t  b in d  i t s  F e llo w s . T h e y  ca n  rem a in  a t ta c h e d  to  a n y  re lig io u s  or  
n o n -r e lig io u s  v ie w s  th e y  h a v e  p r e v io u s ly  h e ld , wifchout c h a lle n g e  or q u estio n . 
T h e y  b eco m e s tu d e n ts  o f  th e o so p h y  i f  th e y  ch o o se , and  d e v e lo p  in to  th e o so 
p h is ts . B u t  th is  is  a b o v e  a n d  b ey o n d  th e  m ere  m em b er sh ip  o f  th e  S o c ie ty .

T h e  f irst th in g  a s tu d e n t  o f  th e o so p h y  lea rn s , is  thafc e v e r y  id ea  o f t h e  e x is t 
en c e  o f  th e  su p ern a tu ra l m u s t  b e  su rren d ered . T h ere  is  no su ch  th in g  as m ira 
c le . T h is  r e p u d ia tin g  l ie s  a t  th e  th r e sh o ld  o i  th e o so p h y . T h e  su p ersen su cm s?  
Y e s . T h e  su p e r n a tu r a l?  N o . I n  th e o lo g y , th e o so p h y  is  p a n th e is t ic , ‘ G od ia  
a ll, an d  a ll  is  G o d / T h e  e s se n t ia l  poinfc is , is  l i fe  or n o n -life  a t th e  core  o f  
th in g s  ? I s  ‘ s p ir it ’ th e  f lo w er  o f  4 m a tte r ,’ or * m a tte r ,’ th e  c r y s ta llis a t io n  
o f  sp ir it  P T h eo so p h y  a c c e p ts  th e  se co n d  o f  th e se  p a ir s  o f  a ltern a tiv es*  
b e c a u se  m a te r ia lism  g iv e s  n o  a n sw e r  to  th e  so -c a lle d  u n ex p la in a b le  in  
p sy c h o lo g y , w h erea s p a n th e is m  d o es. T h e  h y p o th e s is , w h ich  in c lu d e s  
m o st  fa c ts  u n d er  it , h as th e  g r e a te s t  c la im  for  a ccep ta n ce .-  T h e  T h eory  o f  
th e  U n iv e r se , w h ich  e n g a g e s  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t  o f  th e o so p h y ,  
c o m e s  to  h im  on  th e  a u th o r ity  to f  c e r ta in  in d iv id u a ls . B e tw e e n  th e s e  
s c ie n t if ic  te a c h e r s  a n d  th e  p r ie s t  th e r e  is  th is  d iffe r e n c e , on e c la im s to  
r e s to r e  a u th o r ity  o u ts id e  v e r if ic a tio n , th e  o th e r  su b m its  a u th o r ity  to  verifi*  
c a t io n .”

“ W h a t d o es T h e o so p h y  te a c h  in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  m an, n o w  
a n d  h e r e a fte r  ? ”

“ M an, a c c o r d in g  to  T h e o s o p h y , ia a  c o m p o u n d  b e in g , a  sp a rk  o f  tha* 
U n iv e r s a l  S p ir it , b e in g  p e r so n a l in  h is  b o d y  a s a  fla m e in  th e  la m p . T h e  
" H ig h e r  T r ia d ” in  m an  c o n s is t s  o f  th e  sp a rk , i t s  v e h ic le  th e  h u m a n  sp ir it , 
a n d  th e  r a t io n a l p r in c ip le s , th e  m in d  or in te lle c tu a l  p o w ers . T h is^ s im m or
ta l, in d e s tr u c t ib le , u s in g  th e  L o w e r  Q u a rtern a ry , th e  b o d y  w ith  i t s  a n im a l  
l i f e ,  i t s  p a ss io n s  a n d  a p p e t ite s , a s  i t s  organ* T h e  H ig h e r  T riad  an d  L o w e r  
Q u a rtern a ry , are nofc o n ly  se p a r a b le  afc d e a th , b u t  m a y  be tem p o ra r ily  se p a 
r a te d  d u r in g  l ite  ; th e  in te lle c tu a l  p a r t  o f  m an  le a v in g  th e  body and i t s  a t 
ta c h e d  p r in c ip le  a n d  a p p e a r in g  a p a r t  fro m  th e m . C la irv o y a n ce  an d  a llie d  
p h e n o m e n a  b eco m e in te l l ig ib le  o n  th is  v ie w  o f  m an , th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f th e  
h u m a n  in te ll ig e n c e  w h ile  th e  b o d y  is  in  a s ta t e  o f  tran ce , t a k in g  its  p la ce  a s  
o n e  o f  th e  se p a r a tio n s  a llu d e d  to . T h o  E g o  th u s  fo u n d , can  e x e r c ise  
i t s  fa c u lt ie s  a p a r t fr o m  th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l  s e n s e s ;  an d  h a s  
e sc a p e d  fro m  th e  t im e  a n d  sp a c e  l im it s  w h ich  are cr e a te d  b y  ou r n orm a l 
c o n sc io u s n e s s . O n th o  e x is te n c e  o f  t h is  se p a r a b le  an d  in d e s tr u c t ib le  
q u a lity , th e  E g o , h in g e  t h e  d o c tr in e s  o f  r c - in c a r n a tio n  an d  K arm a. 
R e-incarhafcion  i s  th e  r e -b ir th  o f  th e  E g o , to  p a ss th r o u g h  a n o th er  
h u m a n  l ife  o u  ea rth . D u r in g  i t s  p a st  in c a r n a tio n  i t  h ad  a c q u ir e #



cer ta in  fa c u lt ie s , s e t  in  m o tio n  c e r ta in  c a u se s . T h e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e se  
cau ses, and  o f c a u se s  se t  in  m o tio n  in  p r e v io u s  in c a r n a t io n s  and  n o t  y e t  
ex h a u sted , are  i t s  K arm a, an d  d e te r m in e  th e  c o n d itio n s  in to  w h ich  th e  E g o  
i s  re-born  ; th e  c o n d itio n s  b e in g  m o d ified , h o w ev er , b y  n a tio n a l K arm a, th e  
o u tc o m e o f  c o lle c t iv e  life .  T h e  f a c u l t ie s  a c q u ir e d  in  p r e v io u s  in c a r n a t io n s  
m a n ife s t  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  n ew  life ,  an d  g iv e  ab n o rm a l c a p a c it ie s  o f  a n y  
k in d  ; p o sse ss io n  o f k n o w le d g e  n o t  a c q u ir e d  d u r in g  th e  p r e se n t  e x is te n c e  is  
ex p la in e d  on  th e  th e o r y  o f  r e - in c a r n a tio n . T o  th e  T h e o so p h is t , d ea th  m e r e ly  
su sp en d s th e  p a y m e n t o f  m isd e e d s, w ith o u t  a n y  s id e  door o f  v ic a r io u s  a to n e 
m en t, an d  th e  fu ll  u n d isch a rg ed  a c c o u n t  i s  p r e se n te d  to  th e  d ea d  m a n ’s su c 
c e sso r , w h o  i s  h im se lf  in  a n ew  d r e ss .”

“ H a s  th e  p ro g ress  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  b e e n  s a t is fa c to r y  P”
“ U n d er  th e  c ir c u m sta n c e s , y e s . T h eo so p h y  h a s  b e e n  e s ta b lish e d  

th r o u g h o u t In d ia , B u rm ah , a n d  J a p a n , g r e a t  a c t iv i ty  e x is t s  in  th e  U n ite d  
K in g d o m  an d  A m e r ic a . M a g a z in e s  a r e  p u b lis h e d  in  N e w  Y o r k , L on d on , 
Pa,ris, B o m b a y , M adras, L e ip s ic , S to c k h o lm  a n d  B arcelon a . In  S to c k h o lm  
a ll ou r th e o so p h ic a l w ork s h a v e  b e e n  tr a n s la te d ,— a rem ark ab le  c ir c u m sta n c e  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  o v e r w h e lm in g  p ro p o rtio n  o f L u th e r a n s  in  S w e d e n .’*

“ W h a t is  y o u r  n u m er ica l s t r e n g th  ?”
“ T h a t  is  r a th er  h ard  to  a n sw e r  e x a c t ly  : a b o u t  250  B r a n c h e s ; In d ia  129, 

A m e r ic a  48> C ey lo n  29, U n ite d  K in g d o m  13, E u ro p ea n  c o u n tr ie s  10, A u s tr a l
a s ia  (M elb ou rn e, W e llin g to n , H o b a rt, an d  T o o w o o m b a ) 4, E a s t  In d ie s  2, a n d  
J a p a n  1. B e fo r e  le a v in g  Q u een sla n d  I  a n t ic ip a te  is s u in g  a  c h a r te r  for  a  
b r a n c h  in  B r isb a n e .”

“ W h a t d e v e lo p m e n ts  h a v e  co m e  o u t  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t P”
“ S e v e r a l im p o r ta n t  on es. T h e  s tu d y  o f  m y s t ic ism  h a s b e e n  ta k e n  u p  

a m o n g  E n g lis h  sp e a k in g  an d  o th e r  C h r is t ia n  r a c e s , in  th e  n e w sp a p e r s , th o  
r e v ie w s , an d  e v e n  in  th e  p u lp it . I n  In d ia  w h en  T h e o so p h y  w a s in tr o d u ce d , 
a g n o s t ic ism  w a s b e c o m in g  p r e v a le n t  a m o n g s t  th e  r is in g  g e n e r a t io n . 
F o r e ig n e r s  h a d  a t te m p te d  to  m a k e  I n d ia n s  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  H in d u  r e li
g io n  w as b a se d  o n  im m o r a lity  a n d  su p e r s t it io n . I  to o k  th e  p la tfo r m  an d , 
a id ed  b y  'M ad am e B la v a tsk y ’s w r it in g s , h a v e  p r o v e d  to  y o u n g  In d ia  th a t  
H in d u ism  is  fo u n d e d  on  th e  la w s  o f  n a tu r e . T h e  N a t io n a l C o n g ress , h e ld  
a n n u a lly , is  an  o u tc o m e  o f  T h e o so p h y  ; o u r  a n n u a l c o n v e n tio n s  h a v in g  
a w a k en ed  a  d e s ir e  in  th e  n a t iv e s  to  b e  a llo w e d  a v o ic e  in  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  th e ir  a ffa irs . W e  h a v e  b ro u g h t a b o u t  fr ie n d ly  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  n o rth e rn  
a n d  so u th e r n  B u d d h is ts . A f te r  an  e s tr a n g e m e n t  o f m a n y  c e n tu r ie s ’ s ta n d 
in g , th e  B u d d h is t  C a tech ism , co m p ile d  b y  u s  fo r  th e  S in g h a le se , an d  a c c e p te d  
b y  th e ir  h ig h  p r ie s ts  a s  c o r r e c tly  e x p o u n d in g  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  B u d d h a , h as  
b e e n  tr a n s la te d  in to  18 d ia le c t s ,  a n d  i s  r e c o g n is e d  in  J a p a n , T h ib et*  a n d  o th e r  
n o r th e r n  c o u n tr ie s .”

T h e  th ir d  a c c e p te d  o b je c t o f  th e  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty , I  u n d ersto o d  
y o u  to  sa y , is  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  u n e x p la in e d  la w s  o f  n a tu re , an d  th e  p s y c h ic a l  
p o w ers  in  m a n . W h a t  p h en o m en a  do th e se  b ra n ch es  in c lu d e  P”

** T h e o so p h y  se e k s  to  e x p la in  a ll  p h y s ic a l  a n d  p sy c h ic a l p h en o m en a . 
A m o n g st  th o s e  in v e s t ig a te d , a re  s p ir itu a lism , m e sm e r is m , c la ir v o y a n c e ,  
m in d -h ea lin g , m in d -r e a d in g . A  b e l ie f  in  a n y  o n e  o f  th e s e  s o r t s  o f  m a n if  cap
ta tio n  is  n o t  r e q u ir e d  ; ea ch  m em b er  h o ld s  h is  o w n  o p in io n s .”

“ D o  m a n y  o f  y o u r  m em b ers b e l ie v e  in  a d e p ts  b e in g  a b le  to  p erfo rm  th o  
jpsyofcioal p h en o m en a  y o u  h a v e  m e n tio n e d  F”;

“ C erta in ly  in  In d ia  ; th e r e  can sc a r c e ly  be fo u n d  a H in d o o  v il la g e  w ith 
o u t o n e or m ore n a t iv e s  w h o  firm ly  b e lie v e  in  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  m en  w ho h a v e  
th e  p o w er  to  p ro d u ce  p sy c h ic a l  p h en o m en a .”

“ C an th e se  p o w ers  b e  a c q u ir e d  b y  a n y  on e ?”
“ T h ere  is  n o  c e r ta in ty  a b o u t  th e  a b il ity  to  m a ste r  e so te r ic  d o c tr in e s . 

T h e p o w ers d e v e lo p  w ith  so m e  a d u lts  a fte r  tw o  yea rs . ^/Vith others th e y  
m a y  n e v e r  d e v e lo p . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  th e y  m a y , as M adam e B la v a tsk y  

h a s p ro v ed  to  u s, d e v e lo p  in  c h ild h o o d .”
A t  th is  in te r e s t in g  s ta g e  o f  th e  c o n v e r sa tio n  o th e r  p erso n s dropped  in , 

a n d  th e  n ew sp a p er -m a n  h u r r ie d  a w a y  to  h is  d esk .
A n n a  B a l l a r d .

T E J O - B I N D U 1 U P A N I S H A D  O F  K R I S H N A - Y A J U R  V E D A .

( T ra n s la te d  b y  tw o  M e m b ers  o f  K u m b a k o n a m  T . S . )

DH Y A N A  ( m e d it a t io n )  s h o u ld  b e  ( d ir e c t e d )  t o  T e jo -b in d u , w h ic h  

i s  t h e  A tm a  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s e ,  w h ic h  i s  s e a te d  in  t h e  h e a r t ; w h ic h  

i s  o f  t h e  s iz e  o f  a n  a to m  ; w h ic l i  p e r t a in s  to  S i v a ; w h ic h  i s  q u ie sc e n t ,  

w h ic h  i s  g r o s s  a n d  s u b t le ,  a s  a ls o  a b o v e  t h e s e  q u a li t ie s .  T h a t  a lo n e  sh o u ld  

b e  t h e  D h y a n a  ( m e d i t a t io n )  o f  t h e  s a g e s  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  (o r d in a r y )  m e n ,  

w h ic h  i s  f u l l  o f  d if f ic u lt ie s ,  w h ic h  i s  d if f ic u lt  t o  se r v e , w h ic h  i s  d iff ic u lt  

to  p e r c e iv e ,  w h ic h  i s  e m a n c ip a te d  o n e , w h ic h  i s  d e c a y  le s s  a n d  w h ic h  i s  

d if f ic u lt  to  a t ta in .  O n e  w h o s e  fo o d  i s  m o d e r a te , w h o s e  a n g e r  h a s  b e e n  
c o n t r o l l e d ,  w h o  h a s  g iv e n  u p  a l l  lo v e  fo r  s o c ie ty ,  w h o  h a s  su b d u e d  h is  
p a s s io n s ,  w h o  h a s  o v e r c o m e  a l l  p a in s  ( h e a t  a n d  c o ld , & c .) ,  w h o  h a s  

g i v e n  u p  h is  e g o is m , w h o  d o e s  n o t  b le s s  a n y  o n e , n o r  ta k e  a n y th in g  fr o m  
o th e r s ,  a s  a lso  th o s e  w h o  g o  w h e r e  t h e y  n a tu r a l ly  o u g h t  n o t  to  g o , a n d  

n a tu r a l ly  w o u ld  n o t  l ik e  to  g o  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  to  g o , o b ta in  th r e e 2 in  th o  
fa c e .  H a m s a  i s  s a id  to  h a v e  t h r e e  s e a ts .  K n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  a  g r e a t  m y s le r y ,  

w it h o u t  s le e p  a n d  w it h o u t  s u p p o r t . T h e  r a y  o f  t h e  fo r m  o f  S o m a  (m o o n )  

v e r y  s u b t le  a n d  is  t h e  s u p r e m e  s e a t  o f  Y is h n u .  T h a t  s e a t  h a s  t h r e e  

fa c e s ,  t h r e e  G u n a s  a n d  t h r e e  D h a t u s  ( s p ir i t u a l  s u b s ta n c e s ) ,  a n d  i s  fo r m 

le s s ,  m o t io n le s s ,  c h a n g e le s s ,  s iz e le s s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t le s s .  T h a t  s e a t  is  w ith  

U p a d h i  ( v e h ic l e ) ,  a n d  i s  a b o v e  t h e  r e a c h  o f  sp e e c h  a n d  m in d . I t  i s  

S u b h a v a  ( s e l f  o r  n a tu r e )  r e a c h a b le  o n ly  b y  B h a v a  ( b e in g ) .  I t  is  s in 

g l e  ( a lo n e ) ,  w it h o u t  a  s e a t ,  w i t h o u t  b l i s s ,  b e y o n d  m in d , d iff icu lt  t o  
p e r c e iv e ,  e m a n c ip a te d  a n d  c h a n g e le s s .  T h u s  s h o u ld  b e  m e d ita te d  u p o n  

t h e  u n c o n d it io n e d , t h e  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  t h e  in d e s t r u c t ib le  on e . I t  i s  

B r a h m . I t  i s  A d h y a tm a  ( o r  t h e  d e i t y  p r e s id in g  as A t m a )  a n d  is  t h e  

h ig h e s t  s e a t  o f  Y is h n u .  I t  i s  in c o n c e iv a b le ,  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  C h id a tm a  

( o r  A t m ic  c o n s c io u s n e s s )  a n d  a b o v e  t h e  A k a s , is  v o id  a n d  n o n -v o id , a n d  
b e y o n d  t h e  v o id , a n d  i s  s t a y in g  in  th e  h e a r t . T h e r e  i s  ( in  i t )  n e ith e r  

m e d ita t io n ,  n o r  t h e  m e d ita t e d ,  n o r  t h e  n o n -m e d ita te d . I t  i s  n o t  b e y o n d  t h e  

U n iv e r s e .  I t  i s  n e i t h e r  S u p r e m e  n o r  a b o v e  t h e  S u p r e m e . I t  i s  in c o n 

1. Tejas is spiritual light. Hence the seed or source of spiritual light.
2. This probably refers to the triangle (figure) appearing in the face of 

disiiplea.



c e iv a b le , u n k n o w a b le , n o n -tr u th , a n d  n o t  t h e  h  g l i e s t .  I t  is  d e s c r ib e d  b y  

th e  s a g e s . T h e  D e v a s  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e  S u p r e m e  o n e . A v a r ic e ,  d e lu s io n ,  
fe a r , p r id e  ( o f  h a v in g  n o  e q u a l) ,  p a s s io n , a n g e r ,  s in , h e a t  o r  c o ld ,  
h u n g e r , th ir s t ,  t h o u g h t  o r  f a n c y — ( a l l  th e s e  d o  n o t  e x i s t  in  i t ) .  ( I n  
i t )  th e r e  i s  no p r id e  o f  ( b e lo n g in g  t o )  B r a h m a n ’s c la s s  n o r  is  t h e r e  th e  
c o l le c t io n  o f  t h e  k n o t  o f  s a lv a t io n .  ( I n  i t  t h e r e  i s )  n o  fe a r , n o  h a p p i

n e s s , uo p a in s ,  n e ith e r  fa m e  n o r  d is g r a c e .  T h a t  w h ic h  i s  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  
s ta t e s , i s  t h e  S u p r e m e  B r a h m .

Y a m a 1 ( fo r b e a r a n c e ) ,  N iy a m a  ( r e l ig io u s  o b s e r v a n c e ) , T y a g a  ( r e n u n 
c ia t io n ) ,  M o u n a  ( s i l e n c e )  a c c o r d in g  to  t im e  a n d  p la c e , A s a n a s  ( p o s t u r e s ) ,  
M u la b a n d h a  ( s e e in g  a l l  b o d ie s  a s  e q u a l) ,  t h e  p o s it io n  o f  t h e  e y e s , P r a n a 

y a m a  (c o n tr o l  o f  b r e a th ) ,  P r a ty a h a r a  ( s u b ju g a t io n  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ) ,  th e  

m e d ita t io n  o f  A t m a  a n d  S a m a d h i— t h e s e  a r e  s p o k e n  o f  a s  t h e  f a n t s  (o f  

Y o g a )  in  o r d e r . T h a t  i s  c a l le d  Y a m a  in  w h ic h  o n e  c o n tr o ls  a l l  h is  

o r g a n s  ( o f  s e n s e  a n d  a c t io n )  th r o u g h  t h e  s p ir i t u a l  w is d o m  t h a t  a l l  i s  

B r a h m ; t h i s  s h o u ld  b e  p r a c t is e d  o f te n  a n d  o f te n . N y a m a , in  w h ic h  

th e r e  i s  t h e  f lo w in g  (o r  in c l in a t in g  o f  t h e  m in d )  to w a r d s  t h in g s  o f  t h e  

sa m e  ( s p ir i t u a l )  k in d  a n d  t h e  a b a n d o n in g  o f  t h in g s  o p p o s it e  to  t h e m ,  

i s  p r a c t is e d  b y  t h e  s a g e s  a s  a  r u le .  I n  T y a g a  ( r e n u n c ia t io n ) ,  o n e  

a b a n d o n s  t h e  m a n if e s ta t io n s  (o r  o b je c t s )  o f  th e  u n iv e r s e  t h r o u g h  th e  
c o g n it io n  o f  S a c h c h id a tm a  (o r  A tm a  w h ic h  i s  S a t  a n d  C h ith ) .  T h i s  is  
p r a c t is e d  b y  t h e  g r e a t  a n d  is  t h e  im m e d ia t e  g iv e r  o f  s a lv a t io n .  T h a t  
M o u n a  ( s i l e n c e ) ,  w it h o u t  r e a c h in g  w h ic h  sp e e c h  r e tu r n s  a lo n g  w i t h  

m in d , s h o u ld  e v e r  b e  ( m e d ita te d  u p o n , a n d )  p r a c t is e d  b y  w is e  s a g e s .  
H o w  i s  i t  p o s s ib le  to  sp e a k  o f  “ T h a t ,” f r o m  w h ic h  s p e e c h  r e tu r n s  ? I f  

i t  s h o u ld  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  t h e  u n iv e r s e  i s  ( i t  i s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  d o  so , a s )  

th e r e  i s  n o  w o r d  to  d e s c r ib e  i t .  I t  i s  “ T h a t ” w h ic h  i s  ( r e a l ly )  c a l l e d  

s i le n c e ,  a n d  w h ic h  is  n a t u r a l ly  u n d e r s to o d  ( a s  s u c h ) . T h e r e  is  s i l e n c e  

in  c h i ld r e n , b u t  w i t h  w o r d s  ( l a t e n t ) ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  k n o w e r s  o f  B r a lim  

h a v e  i t  ( s i l e n c e ) ,  b u t  w it h o u t  w o r d s . T h a t  sh o u ld  b e  k n o w n  a s  “ t h e  

lo v e ly  s e a t ” in  w h ic h  th e r e  is  n o  m a n  in  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  m id d le  o r  e n d , a n d  

t h r o u g h  w h ic h  a l i  t h is  ( u n iv e r s e )  is  f u l l y  p e r v a d e d . T h e  m a n if e s ta t io n  

o f  B r a h m a  a n d  a l l  o th e r  b e in g s  t a k e s  p la c e  w i t h in  o n e  t w in k l in g  ( o f  
h is  e y e ) .  T h a t  s h o u ld  b e  k n o w n  a s  A s a n a  ( p o s t u r e ) ,  in  w h ic h  o n e  lia s ,  
w it h o u t  a n y  in c o n v e n ie n c e , u n in t e r r u p t e d  m e d ita t io n  o f  B r a h m , t h a t  
i s  d e sc r ib e d  b y  t h e  w o r d  K a la  ( t im e ) ,  th a t  i s  e n d le s s  b l i s s  a n d  t h a t  

i s  s e c o n d le s s .  E v e r y t h in g  e ls e  i s  th e  d e s t r o y e r  o f  h a p p in e s s .  T h a t  

i s  c a l le d  S id d h a s a n a  (S id d h a , p o s t u r e )  in  w h ic h  t h e  S id d h a s  (p s y c h ic a l  

p e r s o n a g e s )  h a v e  su c c e e d e d  in  r e a l i s in g  T h e  E n d le s s  O n e  a s  th e  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  c o n ta in in g  a l l  t h e  e le m e n t s ,  h o .  T h a t  i s  c a l le d  t h e  

M u la b a n d h a , w h ic h  i s  th o  r o o t  o f  a l l  w o r ld s , a n d  t h r o u g h  w hich* C h it t a  

( f l i t t in g  t h o u g h t )  i s  b o u n d . I t  s h o u ld  b e  a lw a y s  p r a c t is e d  b y  R a j a  

Y o g is .

H e  w h o  a f t e r  h a v in g  k n o w n  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  A n g a s  (o r  t h a t  
th e se  p a r ts  o f  Y o g a  p o in t  to  o n e  a n d  t h e  sa m e  B r a h m ) , i s  a b so r b e d  in  t h a t

I* A ll these explained in this Upanishad from the standpoint of Raja Yogcw

e q u a l (o r  u n ifo r m e d )  B r a h m  ; i f  n o t, th e r e  i s  n o t  th a t  e q u a l i ty  ( a t t a in 

e d ) . T h e n  l ik e  a  d r y  tr e e  th e r e  i s  s t r a ig h t n e s s  (o r  u n ifo r m ity  th r o u g h 
o u t ) .  M a k in g  o n e ’s v is io n  f u l l  o f  s p ir i t u a l  w isd o m , o n e  s h o u ld  lo o k  

u p o n  th e  w o r ld  a s  f u l l  o f  B r a h m . T h a t  v i s io n  is  v e r y  n o b le . I t  i s  

( g e n e r a l ly )  a im e d  a t  th e  t ip  o f  t h e  n o se  ; b u t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  d ir e c te d  

to w a r d s  t h a t  s e a t  ( o f  B r a h m )  w h e r e in  t h e  c e s s a t io n  o f  s e e r , s e e n , a n d  
s ig h t  w i l l  t a k e  p la c e  ; a n d  n o t  to w a r d s  t h e  t ip  o f t h e  n o se . T h a t  

is  c a l le d  P r a n a m a y a  ( c o n tr o l  o f  b r e a t h ) ,  in  w h ic h  th e r e  is  a  c e s s a t io n  

o f  th e  m o d if ic a t io n s  o f  t h e  ( lo w e r )  m in d , th r o u g h  a  c o g n it io n  o f  

B r a h m  in  a l l  s ta t e s  l ik e  C h it ta ,  & c. T h e  c h e c k in g  o f  ( th e  c o n cep tip n  

o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f )  th e  u n iv e r s e , i s  s a id  to  b e  e x p ir a t io n . T h e  c o n c e p tio n  

o f  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” is  in s p ir a t io n . T h e  h o ld in g  o u t  ( lo n g )  o f  t h is  co n 

c e p t io n  w it h o u t  a g ita t io n ,  i s  c e s s a t io n  o f  b r e a th . S u c h  i s  t h e  p r a c t ic e  

o f  t h e  e n l ig h te n e d . T h e  ig n o r a n t  c lo s e  t h e ir  n o se . T h a t  s h o u ld  b e  

k n o w n  a s  P r a ty a h a r a  ( s u b ju g a t io n  o f  th e  s e n s e s ) ,  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  o n e  

s e e s  A t m a  ( e v e n )  in  t h e  o b je c t s  o f  s e n s e , a n d  p le a s e s  C h it ta  th r o u g h  

M a n a s. I t  sh o u ld  b e  p r a c t is e d  o f te n  a n d  o f te n . T h r o u g h  s e e in g  B r a h m  

w h e r e v e r  th e  m in d  g o e s , t h e  D h a r a n a  ( f ix e d  c o n c e n tr a t io n )  o f  th e  m in d  

i s  o b ta in e d . D h a r a n a  i s  t h o u g h t  o f  h ig h ly  b y  t h e  w ise . B y  D h y a n a  i s  

m e a n t  t h a t  s ta t e  w h e r e  o n e  in d u lg e s  in  t h e  g o o d  t h o u g h t  “ I a m  B r a h m  

a lo n e ” a n d  i s  w it h o u t  a n y  s u p p o r t . T h is  D h y a n a  i s  s u p r e m e  b l is s .  
B e in g  f ir s t  in  a  s ta t e  o f  c h a n g e le s s n e s s ,  a n d  t h e n  f o r g e t t in g  ( e v e n )  th a t  
s t a t e  o w in g  to  t h e  c o g n it io n  o f  t h e  ( t r u e )  n a tu r e  o f  B r a h m — t h is  is  

c a l le d  S a m a d h i .  T h is  k in d  o f  b l i s s  s h o u ld  b e  p r a c t is e d  ( e n jo y e d )  b y  

a  w is e  p e r so n  t i l l  h is  c o g n it io n  i s  i t s e l f  u n i t e d  in  a  m o m e n t , w ith  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  P r a t y a g  (o r  H ig h e r  S e l f ) .  T h e n  th e  k in g  o f  Y o g is  b e c o m e s  a  

S id d h a  a n d  is  w ith o u t  a n y  s u p p o r t . T h e n  h e  w i l l  a t ta in  a s ta te , in e x 

p r e s s ib le  a n d  u n th in k a b le .

W h e n  S a m a d h i  i s  p r a c t is e d ,  t h e  f o l lo w in g  o b s ta c le s  a r is e  w it h  

g r e a t  f o r c e — a b se n c e  o f  r ig h t  d is c r im in a t io n ,  la z in e s s , in c l in a t io n  t o  

e n jo y m e n t ,  a b so r p t io n  ( in  m a te r ia l  o b je c t s ) ,  T a m a s  ( q u a l i t y ) ,  d is t r a c 

t io n , R a ja s  ( q u a l i t y ) ,  s w e e t  a n d  id le  th o u g h t s .  A l l  th e s e  o b s t a c le s  sh o u ld  

b e  o v e r c o m e  b y  th o s e  w h o  w o u ld  b e  k i l le d  in  t h e  p a th  o f  B r a h m . B y  
in d u lg in g  m e n ta l ly  in  w 'o r ld ly  o b je c t s  o n e  g e t s  in to  th e m  ( p r a c t ic a l ly ) .  

I n d u lg in g  m e n ta l ly  in  ( id le  t h o u g h t s ) ,  o n e  g e t s  in to  th e m  (h a b i
t u a l l y ) .  B u t  b y  in d u lg in g  m e n t a l ly  in  B r a h m , o n e  g e t s  fu ln e s s . T h e r e 
fo r e  o n e  sh o u ld  d e v e lo p  f u ln e s s  th r o u g h  t h i s  m e a n s  ( o f  B r a h m ) . H e  

w h o  a b a n d o n s  t h i s  a c t io n  o f  ( t h e  w is d o m  o f )  B r a h m , w li ic h  is  v e r y  p u r i
f y in g — t h a t  m a n  l iv e s  in  v a in  l i k e  a  b e a s t . B u t  h e  w h o  u n d e r s ta n d s  t h is  

a c t io n  ( p e r ta in in g  to  B r a h m ) , a n d  h a v in g  u n d e r s to o d  i t ,  m a k e s  a d v a n c e s  

iu  i t ,  b e c o m e s  a  g o o d , f o r tu n a te  p e r s o n  d e s e r v in g  to  b e  w o r s h ip p e d  

b y  t h e  th r e e  w o r ld s . T h o s e  w h o  a r e  g r e a t ly  im p r o v e d  in  i t  th r o u g h  t h e  

r ip e n in g  ( o f  t h e ir  p a s t  K a r m a s )  a t ta in  th c  s t a t e  o f  B r a h m ; b u t  n o t  

th o s e  w h o  s im p ly  r e c it e  w o r d s ; ( t h e  Y e d a s ) .  T h o s e  w h o  a r e  c le v e r  

in  a r g u m e n ts  a b o u t  B r a h m , b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  a c t io n  p e r t a in in g  to  

B r a h m , a n d  w h o  a r e  g r e a t ly  a t ta c h e d  to  t h e  w o r ld — t h e s e  c e r ta in ly



a re  born  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  ( in  t l i i s  w o r ld )  th r o u g h  th e ir  A g n a n a  (n o n -  
sp ir itu a l  w isd o m ). ( T h e  fo r m e r )  n e v e r  s ta y ,  e v e n  fo r  h a lf  .a m o m e n t ,  
w ith o u t  th e  a c t io n  p e r ta in in g  to  B r a h m , l ik e  .B rahm a, S a n a k a 1, S u k a ,  
a n d  o th e r s . W h e n  a  c a u s e  is  s u b je c t  to  c h a n g e s , i t  (a s  a n  e f fe c t )  m u s t  

a lso  h a v e  a c a u s e . W h e n  th e  e ffe c t  p e r is h e s  th r o u g h  r ig h t  d is c r im in a t io n ,  
th e n  t h e  c a u s e  c e a s e s  to  e x i s t  in  t r u th .  T h e n  t h a t  s u b s ta n c e  (o r  
p r in c ip le )  w h ic h  i s  b e y o n d  th e  sc o p e  o f  w o r d s , r e m a in s  p u r e . A f t e r  

th a t  V r i t h i2— w is d o m  a r is e s  in  t h e ir  h e a r t  w h ic h  is  p u r if ie d , thafc  

■wisdom w h ic h  w a s  c o n c e iv e d  b y  t h e m  w ith  g r e a t  fo r c e  a n d  in  w h ic h  

s ta t e  th e  m in d  w a s  in  a  s ta t e  o f  c e r t a in ty .  A f t e r  r e d u c in g  t h e  v i s ib le  

in to  t h e  in v is ib le  s t a t e  o n e  sh o u ld  s e e  e v e r y t h in g  a s  B r a h m . T h e  w is e  
s h o u ld  e v e r  s t a y  in  b l i s s  w it h  t h e ir  m in d s  f u l l  o f  th e  ju ic e  o f  C h it  

(c o n s c io n s n e s s ) .  T h u s  e n d s  th e  f ir s t  c h a p te r  o f  T e jo -b in d u .

C h a p t e r  I I .

T h e n  K u m a r a 3 a s k e d  S iv a — p le a s e  e x p la in  to  m e  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  

C h in m a tr a  (a b s o lu te  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o r  lo g o s )  w h ic h  i s  t h e  (A h a n d e k a s -  

r a sa ), p a r t le s s  n o n -d u a l e s s e n c e . T h e  g r e a t  S iv a  r e p l ie d  : T h e  p a r t le s s  

11011-d u a l e s s e n c e  i s  t h e  v is ib le .  I t  i s  t h e  wro r ld , i t  is  e x is te n c e ,  i t  i s  t h e  

s e lf ,  i t  is  m a n tr a , i t  is  a c t io n , i t  i s  s p ir i t u a l  w isd o m , i t  i s  b a la  ( s t r e n g t h ) .  

I t  is  e a r th , i t  is  A k a s , i t  is  S h a s tr a , i t  is  t h e  th r e e  Y e d a s , i t  i s  B r a h m , i t  

i s  r e l ig io u s  v o w , i t  i s  J iv a ,  i t  i s  A j a  ( t h e  u n b o r n ) , i t  i s  B r a m h a , i t  i s  

V is h n u ,  i t  is  R u d r a , i t  is  I , i t  i s  A tm a , i t  i s  t h e  g u r u . I t  is  t h e  a im , i t  

i s  d u ty ,  i t  is  th e  b o d y , i t  is  m a iia s , i t  i s  c h it ta ,  i t  i s  h a p p in e s s , i t  i s  
V id y a  ( s c ie n c e ) ,  i t  i s  t h e  u n d if fe r e n t ia te d , i t  i s  t h e  u n c o n d it io n e d , i t  ia  

t h e  S u p r e m e , j it  is  e v e r y t h in g .  O h  s ix - m o u t h e d  o n e , th e r e  i s  n o t h 

in g  d if f e r e n t  fr o m  i t .  I t  is  g r o s s , i t  i s  s u b t le ,  i t  i s  k n o w a b le , i t  i s  th o u ,  

i t  i s  t h e  m y s te r io u s ,  i t  i s  th e  k n o w e r , i t  i s  e x is t e n c e ,  i t  is  m o th e r , i t  i s  

fa th e r , i t  is  b r o th e r , i t  i s  h u s b a n d , i t  i s  S u tr a  (a tm a ) ,  i t  is  V ir a t .  I t  i s  
t h e  b o d y , i t  i s  t h e  h e a d , i t  i s  t h e  in te r n a l,  i t  i s  t h e  e x t e r n a l ,  ifc i s  f u l l ,  i t  
i s  n e c ta r , i t  i s  g o t r a  ( c la n ) ,  i t  i s g r a h a  ( t h e  h o u s e ) ,  i t  i s  t h e  p r e s e r v a b le ,  

i t  i s  t h e  m o o n , i t  i s  t h e  s ta r s , i t  is  t h e  s u n , i t  i s  t h e  h o ly  s e a t . I t  i s  fo r 
g iv e n e s s ,  i t  is  p a t ie n c e ,  i t  is  g u n a s , i t  is  th e  w i t n e s s .  I t  i s  a n  a l ly ,  i t  is  a  
f r ie n d , i t  i s  a  r e la t iv e ,  i t  is  th e  k in g ,  t o w n ,.k in g d o m  a n d  s u b je c t s .  I t  i s  

O m , j a p a  ( u t t e r in g  o f  m a n tr a s ) ,  m e d ita t io n ,  t h e  s e a t ,  th e  o n e  w o r th y  to  

b e  t a k e n  ( in ) ,  t h e  g r e a t ,  th e  J y o t i s  ( s p i r i t u a l  e f fu lg e n c e ) ,  t h e  im p o n d e r 

a b le , t h e  e n jo y a b le ,  t h e  s a c r if ic ia l  fo o d , t h e  sa c r if ic e , s w a r g a , a l l  c h in 
m a tr a  ( a b s o lu te  c o n s c io u s n e s s ) .  C h in m a tr a  a lo n e  i s  t h e  a b s o lu t e  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a n d  ( t h i s  p a r t le s s  n o n -d u a l  e s s e n c e )  a lo n e  i s  t h e  ( r e a l )  

e s s e n c e .  A l l  h a v in g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a lo n e , e x c e p t  t h o s e  h a v in g  c h a n g e v S ,  

a r e  C h in m a tr a . A l l  t h i s  i s  C h in m a tr a . H e  ( o r  t h e  s p ir i t )  i s  C h in m a y a ,  
( F o h a t  o r  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  L o g o s ) .  T h e  s t a t e  o f  A t m a  i s  k n o w n  a s

1. Sanaka, one of the four Kumaras in the JPuranas who refused to create, and 
according to H. P . B. only originally at the creation of the astral bodies not after
wards. Snka is the son of Yeda Yyasa.

2. We think this should be Swarupa wisdom as Vrithi wisdom, refers only to 
the lower wisdom.

3. Kumara is the son of Siva called otherwise Subramanyt*, or Kartikeya, the 
Bix-faced, symbolizing the six-faced Mars*

C h in m a tr a  a n d  th e  p a r t le s s  n o n -d u a l e s s e n c e . T h e  w h o le  w o r ld  i s  
C h in m a tr a . Y o u r  s t a t e  a n d  m y  s t a t e  a r e  C h in m a tr a . A k a s ,  e a r th ,  
w a te r , V a y u ,  A g n i ,  B r a h m a , V is h n u ,  S iv a  a n d  a ll  e l s e  t h a t  e x i s t  a ra  

C h in m a tr a . T h a t  w h ic h  i s  t h e  p a r t le s s  n o n -d u a l e s s e n c e  i s  C h in m a tr a . 

A ll  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  a r e  C h in m a tr a . S u b s ta n c e  a n d  t im e  

a r e  C h in m a tr a . K n o w le d g e  a n d  t h e  k n o w a b le  a re  C h in m a tr a . T h e  

k n o w e r  i s  C h in m a tr a . E v e r y t h in g  i s  C h in m a tr a . E v e r y  sp e e c h  i s  
C h in m a tr a . A s a t  a n d  S a t  a r e  C h in m a tr a . T h e  b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d  
a re  C h in m a tr a . T h a t  w h ic h  ia in  t h e  b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d  is  C h in m a tr a .  
T h e  g u r u  a n d  t h e  d i s c ip le  a r e  C h in m a tr a . I f  t h e  s e e r  a n d  th e  s e e n  
a r e  C h im a tr a , th e n  t h e y  a r e  a lw a y s  C h in m a y a . A l l  t h in g s  w o n d r o u s  

a r e  C h in m a tr a . T h e  ( g r o s s )  b o d y  i s  C h in m a tr a . A s  a lso  t h e  su b t le  

a n d  c a u s a l  b o d ie s . T h e r e  i s  n o th in g  b e y o n d  C h in m a tr a . I  a n d  th o u  
a r e  C h in m a tr a . F o r m  a n d  n o -fo r m  a r e  C h in m a tr a . V ir t u e  a n d  v ic e  

a r e  C h in m a tr a . I d o ls  a r e  C h in m a tr a . S a n k a lp a  ( w i l l - t h o u g h t ) ,  k n o w 

in g , m a n tr a  a n d  o th e r s ,  t h e  g o d s  in v o k e d  in  m a n tr a s , t h e  g o d s  p r e s id 

i n g  o v e r  th e  e ig h t  q u a r te r s , t h e  p h e n o m e n a l a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  B r a h m  a ro  

n o th in g  b u t  C h in m a tr a . T h e r e  i s  n o th in g  w it h o u t  C h in m a tr a . M a y a  
is  n o th in g  w it h o u t  C h in m a tr a . P u j a  ( w o r s h ip )  i s  n o th in g  w ith o u t  C h in 

m a tr a . M e d ita t io n ,  T r u th , S h e a th  a n d  o th e r s , t h e  e ig h t  V a s u s ,  s i le n c e ,  
n o n -s i le n c e  a n d  in d if fe r e n c e  to  o b je c t s ,  a r e  n o th in g  w ith o u t  C h in m a tr a .  

E v e r y t h in g  is  fr o m  C h in m a tr a . W h a te v e r  is  s e e n  a n d  h o w e v e r  se e n  

i t  i s  C h in m a tr a  so  fa r . W h a t e v e r  e x i s t s  a n d  h o w e v e r  d is ta n t ,  i s  C h in 

m a tr a . W h a t e v e r  e le m e n t s  e x is t ,  w h a t e v e r  is  p e r c e iv e d , a n d  w h a te v e r  

i s  V e d a n t a — a ll  th e s e  a r e  C h in m a tr a . W it h o u t  C h in m a tr a  th e r e  is  n o  

m o tio n , n o  m o k s h a  a n d  n o  g o a l  a im e d  a t . E v e r y t h in g  is  C h in m a tr a .  
B r a h m  t h a t  i s  th e  p a r t le s s  n o n d u a l  e s s e n c e  is  n o th in g  b u t  C h in m a tr a .  
T h o u  arfc t h e  p a r t le s s  n o n -d u a l e s s e n c e  ( s t a t e d )  in  th e  S h a s tr a s , in  m e ,  

in  t h e e ,  a n d  in  t h e  w o r ld . H e  w h o  t h u s  p e r c e iv e s  “ I ” a s  o f  o n e  h o m o 
g e n e i t y  ( p e r v a d in g  e v e r y w h e r e )  w i l l  a t  o n c e  b e  e m a n c ip a te d  th r o u g h  

t h i s  s p ir i t u a l  w isd o m . H e  i s  h is  o w n  g u r u  w ith  th is  p r o fo u n d  s p ir itu a l  

w isd o m . T h u s  e n d s  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a p te r  o f  T e jo -b in d u .

C h a p t e r  I I I .

K u m a r a  a d d r e s s e d  h is  f a th e r  ( a g a in ) — P le a s e  e x p la in  t o m e  (a b o u t )  

th e  s e l f - c o g n it io n  o f  A tm a . T o  w h ic h  th e  g r e a t  S iv a  sa id  th u s  : I a m
o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  P a r a b r a h m . I  a m  t h e  su p r e m e  b lis s .  I  am  s o le ly  o f  th e  
n a tu r e  o f  D iv in e  w isd o m . I  a m  t h e  so le  S u p r e m e — th e  so le  q u i e s c e n c e  

— t h e  s o le  C h in m a y a — t h e  s o le  u n c o n d it io n e d — th e  so le  p e r m a n e n t  

th e  s o le  S a tw a . I  a m  t h e  “ I ” t h a t  h a s  g iv e n  u p  e g o is m . I a m  o n o  
t h a t  i s  w i t h o u t  a n y th in g .  I  a m  f u l l  o f  C h id a k a s. I  a m  th e  s o le  fo u r th  

o n e . I  a m  t h a t  so le  o n e  a b o v e  t h e  fo u r th  ( s t a t e  o r  ‘ T u r e e y a ) .  I  a n l  
o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  (p u r e )  c o n s c io u s n e s s . I  am  e v e r  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th o  

b l i s s  o f  c o n sc io u s n e s s . I  a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  K e v a la  ( t h e  n o n -d u a l  

o n e ) . I  a m  e v e r  o f  a  p u r e  n a tu r e , s o le ly  o f t h e  n a tu r e  o f  D iv in e  w i s 
d o m , o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  h a p p in e s s , w it h o u t  fa n c ie s , d e s ir e s  o r  d is e a s e , o  

t h e  n a tu r e  o f  b lie s ,  w ith o u t  c h a n g e s  o r  d ifferen tia tion *! a n d  o f  t h o



n a tu r e  o f  th e  e te r n a l o n e  e s s e n c e  a n d  C h in m a tr a . M y  re&l n a tu r e  is  
in d e sc r ib a b le , o f  e n d le s s  b l is s ,  t h e  b l i s s  a b o v e  S a t  a n d  C h it  a n d  t h e  

in te r io r  o f  t h e  in te r io r . I  a m  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  M a n a s  (m in d )  a n d  

sp e e c h . I  a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  A t m ic  b l i s s ,  t r u e  b l i s s  a n d  o n e  w h o  

p la y s  w i t h  ( m y )  A tm a . I  a m  A t m a  a n d  S a d a s iv a . M y  n a tu r e  is  

A t m ic  s p ir i t u a l  e f fu lg e n c e . I  a m  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  j y o t i s  o f  A tm a .  
I  a m  w i t h o u t  b e g in n in g ,  m id d le  an d  e n d . I  a m  l ik e  t h e  s k y . I  a m  

s o le ly  S a t , b l is s  a n d  C h it , w h ic h  i s  u n c o n d it io n e d  a n d  p u r e . I  a m  t h e  

S a c h c h ith a n a n d a  w h ic h  i s  e t e r n a l,  e n l ig h te n e d  a n d  p u r e . I  a m  e v e r  

o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  S e s h a  ( s e r p e n t ) .  I  a m  e v e r  b e y o n d  a l l .  M y  n a tu r e  

i s  b e y o n d  fo rm . M y  fo r m  i s  su p r e m e  A k a s .  M y  n a tu r e  i s  o f  t h e  b l i s s  

o f  e a r th . I  a m  e v e r  w it h o u t  s p e e c h . M y  n a tu r e  i s  t l ie  a l l - s e a t .  I  a m  
e v e r  r e p le t e  w i t h  c o n sc io u s n e s s , w i t h o u t  t h e  a t ta c h m e n t  o f  b o d y , w i t h 
o u t  th o u g h t ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  m o d if ic a t io n s  o f  C h it ta , t h e  s o le  e s s e n c e  o f  

C h id a tm a , b e y o n d  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  a n d  o f  t h e  fo r m  o f  v is io n .  M y  

n a tu r e  ia  e v e r  f u l l ,  I  a m  e v e r  f u l l y  c o n t e n te d , t h e  a l l  a n d  B r a h m  a n d  

t h e  v e r y  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ; I  a m  “ I . ” M y  n a tu r e  i s  o f  t h e  e a r th . I  a m  

t h e  g r e a t  A t m a  a n d  t h e  su p r e m e  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  ; I  a p p e a r  so m e t im e s  

&s d iffe r e n t  fr o m  m y s e l f ,  s o m e t im e s  a s  p o s s e s s in g  b o d y , s o m e t im e s  a s  a  

p u p il  a n d  s o m e t im e s  a s  th e  b a s is  o f  t h o  w o r ld s . I  a m  b e y o n d  t h e  

t h r e e  p e r io d s  o f  t im e , a m  w o r s h ip p e d  b y  t h e  Y e d a s ,  a m  d e te r m in e d  

b y  t h e  s c ie n c e s  a n d  a m  f ix e d  in  t h e  C h it ta .  T h e r e  i s  n o th in g  l e f t  o u t  
b y  m e  w h e th e r  t h e  e a r th  o r  a n y  o th e r  o b je c t s  h e r e . K n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  n o th in g  w h ic h  i s  o u t  o f  m y s e lf .  I  a m  B r a h m , a  S id h a , t h e  e t e r n a l ly  
p u r e , t h e  n o n -d u a l  o n e  B r a h m , w i t h o u t  o ld  a g e  o r  d e a th . I  s h in e  b y  
m y s e lf .  I  a m  m y  o w n  A t m a  a n d  m y  o w n  g o a l , e n jo y  m y s e l f ,  p la y  in  

m y s e l f ,  h a v e  m y  o w n  s p ir i t u a l  e f fu lg e n c e ,  a m  m y  o w n  T e ja s , a m  u s e d  

to  p la y  in  m y  o w n  A tm a , lo o k  o n  m y  o w n  A t m a  a n d  a m  in  m y s e l f  h a p 

p i ly  se a te d . I  h a v e  m y  o w n  A tm a  a s  t h e  r e s id u e ,  s t a y  in  m y  o w n  c o n 
sc io u s n e ss  a n d  p la y  h a p p i ly  in  t h e  k in g d o m  o f  m y  o w n  A tm a . S i t t i n g  

o n  th e  r e a l  s e a t  o f  m y  o w n  A tm a , I  t h in k  o f  n o th in g  e ls e  b u t  m y  o w n  

A tm a . I  a m  C h id r u p a  a lo n e , B r a h m  a lo n e , S a c h c h ith a n a n d a , t h e  se c o n d -  

le s s ,  t h e  o n e  r e p le t e  w ith  b l i s s  a n d  t h e  s o le  B r a h m , a m  e v e r  w it h o u t  

a n y th in g ,  h a v e  t b e  b l i s s  o f  m y  o w n  A t m a , a n d  t h e  u n c o n d it io n e d  b lis s ,  

a n d  a m  a lw a y s  A k a s .  I t  i s  “ I ” t h a t  m a n if e s t e d  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  s u n  in  
C h id a k a s . I  a m  c o n te n t  in  m y  o w n  A t m a ,  h a v e  n o  fo r m , o r  n o  d e c a y ,  

a m  w it h o u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o n e , h a v e  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a n  u n c o n d it io n e d  a n d  
e m a n c ip a te d  o n e  a n d  I  a m  s u b t le r  th a n  A k a s  ; I  a m  w i t h o u t  t h e  e x i s t 
e n c e  o f  b e g in n in g  o r  en d , o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  a l l - i l lu m in a t in g ,  t h e  

b l i s s  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h e  g r e a t , o f  t h e  s o le  n a tu r e  o f  S a t ,  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  

p u r e  M o k sh a , o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t r u th  a n d  b l is s ,  f u l l  o f  s p ir i t u a l  w is d o m  

a n d  b l is s ,  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  w is d o m  a lo n e , a n d  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  S a c h c h ith a 

n a n d a . A l l  t h is  i s  B r a h m  a lo n e . T h e r e  i s  n o n e  o th e r  t h a n  B r a h m  a n d  
t h a t  i s  “ I.*'

I  a m  B r a h m  w h ic h  i s  S a t  a n d  b l i s s  a n d  t h e  a n c ie n t . T h e  w o r d  

** th o u ” a n d  t h e  w o r d  “ t h a t ” a r e  n o t  d if f e r e n t  fr o m  m e . I  a m  o f  t h e  
n a tu r e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s . 1 a m  a lo n e  t h e  g r e a t  S iv a .  I  a m  b e y o n d  thsr

n a tu r e  o f  e x is te n c e .  I a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  h a p p in e s s . A s  th e r e  i s  
n o th in g  t h a t  c a n  w it n e s s  m e , I a m  w it h o u t  t h e  s ta t e  o f  w itn e s s .  B e in g  

p u r c ly ° o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  B r a h m , I  a m  th e  e t e r n a l  A tm a . I  a lo n e  a m  th o  

A d is e s h a  ( t h e  p r im e v a l  S e s h a ' ) . I  a lo n e  a m  t h e  S esh a . I  a m  w i t h o u t  

n a m e  a n d  fo rm , o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  b l i s s ,  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  b e in g  u n p e r c e iv -  

a b le  to  th e  s e n s e s , a n d  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a l l  b e i n g s ; I  h a v e  n e ith e r  
b o n d a g e  n o r  sa lv a t io n . I  a m  t h e  p r im e v a l  c o n sc io u s n e s s  a lo n e , th o  

p a rt,le ss  a n d  n o n -d u a l  e s s e n c e , b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  sp e e c h  a n d  m in d , o f  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  b l i s s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  f u l ln e s s  e v e r y w h e r e , o f  

th e  n a tu r e  o f  S a t  a n d  b l is s ,  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  c o n t e n tm e n t  e v e r y w h e r e ,  
t h e  s u p r e m e  n e c ta r y  e s s e n c e  a n d  t h e  o n e  a n d  s e c o n d le s s  S a t  ( v iz . ,  
B r a h m ) . T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  o f  i t .  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a l l  v o id . I  
am  o n e  t h a t  is  g iv e n  o u t  b y  t h e  V e d a s .  I  a m  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  e m a n c i
p a tio n , o f  N ir v a n ic  b l i s s ,  o f  S a t  a n d  w is d o m , o f  S a t  a lo n e  a n d  b l is s ,  o f  
t h e  o n e  b e y o n d  t h e  fo u r th , o f  t h e  o n e  w it h o u t  fa n c y  a n d  e v e r  o f  th o  

n a tu r e  o f  A j a  ( t h e  u n b o r n ) . I  h a v e  n e ith e r  d is e a s e  n or i l lu s io n . I  a m  

t h e  p u r e , t h e  e n l ig h te n e d , t h e  e t e r n a l ,  t h e  a l l -p e r v a d in g  a n d  o f  t h e  

n a tu r e  o f  t h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  O m , o f  t h e  s p o t le s s  a n d  o f  C h it .  I  a m  

n e it h e r  e x i s t in g  n o r  n o n -e x is t in g .  I  a m  n o t  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  a n y th in g .  

I  a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  a c t io n le s s .  I  a m  w it h o u t  p a r ts .  I  h a v e  

n o  s h a p e , n o  m a n a s , n o  s e n s e , n o  B u d d h i ,  n o  c h a n g e ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

b o d ie s , n e i t h e r  t h e  w a k in g , d r e a m in g  o r  d r e a m le s s  s le e p in g  s ta te s . I  

a m  n o t  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p a in s  n o r  o f  th e  th r e e  d e s ir e s . I  
h a v e  n e i t h e r  S r a v a n a  (h e a r in g , & c .,)  n o r  M a n a n a  (m e d ita t io n )  in  C h id 
a tm a  in  o r d e r  to  a t ta in  s a lv a t io n .  T h e r e  is  n o th in g  l ik e  m e  o r  u n lik e  

m e . T h e r e  is  n o th in g  w it h in  m o . 1 h a v e  n o n e  o f  th e  b o d ie s .

T h e  n a tu r e  o f  M a n a s  is  u n r e a l ,  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  B u d d h i is  u n r e a l,  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  A h a m  ( t h e  “ I ” )  i s  u n r e a l ; b u t  I  a m  th e  u n c o n d it io n e d , th o  

p e r m a n e n t  a n d  t h e  u n b o r n . T h e  th r e e  b o d ie s  are  u n r e a l,  t h e  t h r e e  

p e r io d s  o f  t im e  a r e  u n r e a l,  t h e  t h r e e  g u n a s  a r e  u n r e a l, b u t  I  a m  o f  th o  

n a tu r e  o f  t h e  r e a l  a n d  th e  p u r e . T h a t  w h ic h  is  h e a r d  is  u n r e a l,  a l l  t h e  

V e d a s  a r e  u n r e a l, t h e  S h a s tr a s  a r e  u n r e a l,  b u t  I  am  th e  r e a l a n d  o f  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  C h it .  T h e  M u r th is  (B r a h m a , V is h n u  a n d  R u d r a  h a v in g  

fo r m )  a r e  u n r e a l, a l l  t h e  c r e a t io n  i s  u n r e a l,  a l l  t h e  T a tw a s  a r e  u n r e a l,  

b u t  k n o w  t h a t  I  a m  t h e  S a t  in  S a d a s iv a .  T h e  m a s te r  a n d  th e  d is c ip le  

a r e  u n r e a l,  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  t h e  g u r u  i s  u n r e a l,  t h a t  w h ic h  is  s e e n  is  u n 
r e a l, b u t  k n o w  m e  to  b e  th e  r e a l .  W h a te v e r  i s  th o u g h t  o f  is  u n r e a l,  

w h a t e v e r  i s  la w f u l  i s  u n r e a l,  w h a t e v e r  i s  b e n e f ic ia l is  u n r e a l, b u t  k n o w  

m e t o  b e  t h e  r e a l .  K n o w  t h e  P u r u s h a  ( e g o )  to  b e  u n r e a l, k n o w  t h e  

e n jo y m e n ts  t o  b e  u n r e a l,  b u t  I  a m  t h e  r e a l o n e  w o v en  w a r p  a n d  w o o f  
( in  t h i s  u n iv e r s e ) .  P a in s  a n d  h a p p in e s s  a r e  u n r e a l, a ll  a n d  n o n -a l l  a r e  

u n r e a l, t h e  f u l l  a n d  th e  n o n -fu l l  a r e  u n r e a l,  D h a r m a  an d  n o n -D h a r m a  a r e  

u n r e a l’, g a in  a n d  lo s s  a r e  u n r e a l,  v ic to r y  a n d  d e fe a t  a r e  u n r e a l. A l l  

th e  so u n d , a l l  t h e  to u c h , a l l  t h e  fo r m s , a ll  t h e  ta s te , a ll  t h e  s m e l l  a n d  
a l l  A g n a n a  ( n o n - w i s d o m )  a rc  u n r e a l .  E v e r y th in g  is  u n r e a l, e v e r y t h in g

J,. Sesha or serpent representing tim e,.



i s  a lw a y s  u n r e a l— tlie  m u n d a n e  e x is t e n c e  i s  u n r e a l— a ll  t h e  g u r u s  a r e  

u n r e a l. I  a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  S a t .

G n e  sh o u ld  c o g n iz e  h is  o w n  A tm a  a lo n e . O n e  sh o u ld  a lw a y s  

p r a c t is e  o r  u t t e r  th e  M a n tra  o f  h is  A tm a . T h e  M a n tr a  (A h a m b r a h -  

m a sm i) . “  I  a m  B r a h m ” r e m o v e s  a l l  t h e  s in s  o f  s ig h t — d e s tr o y s  a l l  o th e r  

M a n tr a s — d e s tr o y s  a l l  t h e  s in s  o f  b o d y  a n d  b ir t h ,  t h e  n o o s e  o f  

Y a m a , t h e  p a in s  o f  d u a l i ty ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  d if fe r e n c e , t h e  p a in s  o f  

th o u g h t ,  t h e  d is e a s e  o f  B u d d h i, t h e  b o n d a g e  o f  C h it ta ,  a l l  d is e a s e s ,  a l l  

g r ie f s ,  p a s s io n  in s t a n ta n e o u s ly ,  th e  p o w e r  o f  a n g e r , th e  m o d if ic a t io n s  o f  

C h itta , S a n k a lp a  ( w i l l - t h o u g h t ) ,  c r o r e s  o f  s in s ,  a l l  a c t io n s  a n d  t h e  
A g n a n a  ( n o n -w is d o m )  o f  A tm a . T h e  M a n tr a  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” le a d s  to  

t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  t h e  w o r ld . T h e  M a n tr a  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” g iv e s  in d e s c r ib 

a b le  b l i s s ,  g iv e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A ja d a  ( t h e  n o n - in e r t )  a n d  k i l l s  t h e  d e m o n  

o f  n o n -A tm a . T h e  th u n d e r b o lt s  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” c le a r s  t h e  h i l l  

o f  n o n -A tm a . T h e  w h e e l  I  a m  B r a h m  d e s tr o y s  t h e  A s u r a s  o f  n o n -  

A tm a . T h e  M a n tr a  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” w i l l  r e l i e v e  a l l  ( t h e  p e r s o n s ) .  
T h e  M a n tr a  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” g iv e s  s p ir i t u a l  w is d o m  a n d  b l is s .  T h e r e  

a r e  7 c r o r e s  o f  g r e a t  M a n tr a s  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  Y r a t h a s  ( v o w s )  o f  1 0 0  

c r o r e s  o f  b ir th s . T a k in g  t h is  M a n tr a  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  o n e  s h o u ld  e v e r  

p r a c t is e  i t .  H e  g e t s  a t  o n c e  s a lv a t io n  a n d  th e r e  i s  n o t  g iv e n  a  p a r t ic le  

o f  d o u b t  a b o u t  i t .  T h u s  e n d s  th e  t h ir d  C h a p te r  o f  T e jo -b in d u  U p a -  
n is h a d .

C h a p te r  I Y .

K u m a r a  a sk e d  t h e  g r e a t  L o r d — p le a s e  e x p la in  to  m e  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  

J iv a n m u k t i  ( e m b o d ie d  s a lv a t io n )  a n d  Y id e h a m u k t i  (d is e m b o d ie d  s a l 
v a t io n ) .  T o  w h ic h  th e  g r e a t  S iv a  r e p l ie d  :— I  a m  C h id a tm a . I  a m  

P a r a  A tm a . I  a m  t h e  N ir g u n a , g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  g r e a t .  O n e  w h o  w i l l  

s im p ly  s t a y  in  A t m a  is  c a l le d  a  J iv a n m u k t a  (o n e  e m a n c ip a te d  w h i le  in  

b o d y ). H e  w h o  t h in k s  I  a m  b e y o n d  t h e  t h r e e  b o d ie s , I  a m  t h e  p u r e  

c o n sc io u s n e s s  a n d  I  a m  B r a h m  i s  s a id  to  b e  a  J iv a n m u k ta .  H e  i s  sa id  

t o  b e  a  J iv a n m u k ta ,  w h o  th in k s  I  a m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  b l i s s fu l  a n d  

o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  b l is s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  n e ith e r  b o d y  n o r  a n y  o th e r  t h in g  e x c e p t  
t h a t  I  a m  B r a h m  ( t h e  a l l -p e r v a d in g )  o n ly .  H e  i s  s a id  to  b e  a  J iv a n 

m u k ta  w h o  h a s  n o t  g o t  th e  “ I ” in  h im s e l f ,  b u t  w h o  s t a y s  in  C h in m a tr a  

(a b s o lu te  c o n s c io u s n e s s )  a lo n e , w h o s e  in te r io r  i s  c o n sc io u s n e s s  a lo n e , 

w h o  i s  o n ly  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  C h in m a tr a , w h o s e  A t m a  is  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  

t h e  a l l - f u l l ,  w h o  t h in k s  u p o n  e v e r y t h in g  a s  A t m a ,  w h o  i s  d e v o te d  to  

b lis s ,  w h o  is  u n d if f e r e n t ia te d , w h o  i s  a l l - f u l l  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  c o n s c io u s 
n e s s ,  w h o s e  A tm a  i s  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  p u r e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  w h o  h a s  g iv e n  
Tip a l l  a f f in it ie s  ( fo r  o b je c t s ) ,  w h o  h a s  u n c o n d it io n e d  b l i s s ,  w h o s e  A t m a  

i s  u n a g ita t e d ,  w h o  h a s  g o t  n o  o th e r  t h o u g h t  ( t h a n  i t s e l f )  a n d  w h o  i s  

d e v o id  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y t h in g ,  h e  i s  s a id  to  b e  a  

J iv a n m u k t a  w h o  t h in k s  “ I  h a v e  n o  c h i t t a ,  n o  b u d d h i ,  n o  a h a n k a r a  
( I  a m  n e s s ) ,  n o  s e n s e s ,  n o  b o d y  a t  a n y  t im e ,  n o  P r a n a s ,  n o  M a y a , n o  
p a ss io n  a n d  n o  a n g e r , I  a m  t h e  g r e a t , I  h a v e  n o th in g  o f  t h e s e  o b je c t s  o r  

o f  th e  w o r ld  a n d  I  h a v e  n o .s in , n o  c h a r a c te r is t ic s ,  n o  e y e ,  n o  m a n a s , n o  e a r ,

n o  n o se , n o  to n g u e , n o  h a n d , n o  w a k in g , d r e a m in g  or  c a u sa l s t a t e  in  t h e  

le a s t  o r  th e  fo u r th  s t a t e .” H e  i s  s a id  to  b e  a  J iv a n m u k ta  w h o  t h in k s  

a ll  t h i s  i s  n o t  m in e , I  h a v e  n o  t im e , n o  sp a c e , n o  o b je c t , n o  th o u g h t ,  

n o  S n a n a  (b a t h in g ) ,  n o  S a n d h y a s  ( ju n c t io n -p e r io d s ) ,  n o  d e i t y ,  n o  p la c e ,  

n o  sa c r e d  p la c e s , n o  w o r s h ip , n o  s p ir i t u a l  w isd o m , n o  se a t, n o  r e la t iv e ,  

n o  b ir th ,  n o  s p e e c h , n o  w e a lt h ,  n o  v ir t u e ,  n o  v ic e ,  n o  d u ty , n o  a u s p ic io u s 

n e ss , n o  J iv a ,  n o t  e v e n  t h e  t h r e e  w o r ld s , n o  s a lv a t io n ,  n o  d u a l ity ,  n o  

Y e d a , n o  m a n d a to r y  r u le s ,  n o  p r o x im it y ,  n o  d is ta n c e , n o  k n o w le d g e , n o  

se c r e c y , n o  g u r u , n o  d is c ip le ,  n o  d im in u t io n , n o  e x c e s s , n o  B r a h m a , n o  

V is h n u , n o  R u d r a , n o  m o o n , n o  e a r th , n o  w a te r ,  n o  v a y u , n o  a k a s, n o  
a g n i, n o  c la n , n o  L a k s h y a  ( o b j e c t  a im e d  a t ) ,  n o  m u n d a n e  e x is te n c e ,  n o  

m e d ita to r , n o  o b je c t  o f  m e d ita t io n , n o  m e d ita t io n , n o  m a n a s , n o  co ld , n o  

h e a t , n o  d e s ir e , n o  h u n g e r , n o  f r ie n d , n o  fo e , n o  i l lu s io n , n o  v ic to r y , n o  

p a s t , p r e s e n t  o r  fu tu r e , n o  q u a r te r s , n o th in g  to  b e  sa id  o r  h e a r d , n o th in g  

to  b e  g o n e  o r  a t ta in e d  to , n o th in g  to  b e  c o n te m p la te d , e n jo y e d  or  r e 

m e m b e r e d , n o  e n jo y m e n t , n o  d is e a s e ,  n o  Y o g a , n o  a b so r p t io n , n o  f o l ly ,  

n o  q u ie tu r e , n o  b o n d a g e , n o  h a p p in e s s  a r is in g  fr o m  o b je c ts  t a u g h t  to  b e  

o b ta in e d  o r  o b ta in e d  o r  e n jo y e d , n o  h u g e n e s s ,  n o  s m a l ln e s s ,  n e i t h e r  

l e n g t h  n o r  s h o r tn e s s , n e i t h e r  in c r e a s e  n o r  d e c r e a s e , n e i t h e r  A d h y a r o p a  

( i l lu s o r y  a t t r ib u t io n )  n o r  A p a v a d a  ( w i th d r a w a l  o f  t h a t  c o n c e p t io n ) , n o  

b l in d n e s s ,  n o  d u ln e s s , n o  s k i l l ,  n o  f le sh , n o  b lo o d , n o  ly m p h , n o  s k in , n o  
m a r r o w , n o  b o n e , n o  s k in ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  7 D h a t u s  ( s p ir i t u a l  s u b s ta n c e s ) ,  
n o  w h it e n e s s ,  n o  r e d n e s s , n o  b lu e n e s s ,  n o  h e a t , n o  g a in , n e i t h e r  im p o r t

a n c e  n o r  n o n -im p o r ta n c e , n o  d e lu s io n , n o  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  n o  m y s t e r y ,  n o  

r a c e , n o th in g  to  b e  a b a n d o n e d  o r  r e c e iv e d , n o th in g  to  b e  la u g h e d  a t, n o  

p o l ic y ,  n o  r e l ig io u s  v o w , n o  s ta in ,  n o  b e w a i lm e n ts ,  n o  h a p p in e s s , n e ith e r  

k n o w e r  n o r  k n o w le d g e , n o r  t h e  k n o w a b le , n o th in g  b e lo n g in g  to  y o u  o r  to  

m e , n e i t h e r  y o u  n o r  I , a n d  n e i t h e r  o ld  a g e , n o r  y o u th , n o r  m a n h o o d , 

b u t  I  a m  c e r t a in ly  B r a h m , I  a m  C h it .  H e  i s  sa id  to  b e  a  J iv a n m u k t a  

w h o  t h in k s  I  a m  B r a h m  a lo n e , I  a m  c h it h  a lo n e , I  a m  t h e  S u p r e m e .  
N o  d o u b t  n e e d  b e  e n te r ta in e d  a b o u t  t h i s ,  I  a m  H a m s a  i t s e l f ,  I  r e m a in  

o f  m y  o w n  w i l l ,  I  c a n  s e e  t h y s e l f  t h r o u g h  m y s e l f ,  I  r e ig n  h a p p y  in  t h e  

k in g d o m  o f  A t m a  a n d  e n jo y  in  m y s e l f  t h e  b l i s s  o f  m y  o w n  A tm a . H e  

i s  a  J iv a n m u k t a  w h o  i s  h im s e l f  a n  u n d a u n te d  p e r s o n  b e fo r e , w h o  i s  h im 
s e l f  t h e  L o r d  a n d  w h o  r e s t s  in  h i s  o w n  s e lf .

. H e  i s  a  Y id e h a m u k t a  (o n e  e m a n c ip a te d  in  a  d ise m b o d ie d  s ta te , w h o  

h a s  b e c o m e  B r a h m , w h o se  A t m a  h a s  a t ta in e d  q u ie sc e n c e , w h o  i s  o f  t h e  

n a tu r e  o f  B r a h m ic  b l is s ,  w h o  i s  h a p p y , w h o  i s  o f  a  p u r e  n a tu r e  a n d  

w h o  i s  a  g r e a t  M o u n i (o b s e r v e r  o f  s i l e n c e ) .  H e  is  a  Y id e h a m u k ta  w h o  

r e m a in s  in  C h in m a tr a  (L o g o s )  a lo n e  w it h o u t  ( e v e n )  t h in k in g  t h u s —  

I  a m  a l l  A t m a , t h e  A tm a , t h a t  i s  e q u a l (o r  t h e  sa m e )  in  a l l ,  t h e  p u r e ,  

w it h o u t  o n e , t h e  n o n -d u a l, th e  a l l ,  t h e  s e l f  o n ly , th e  b ir t h le s s  a n d  t h e  

d e a t h l e s s —I  a m  m y s e l f  t h e  u n d e c a y in g  A tm a  t h a t  i s  t h e  o b je c t  a im e d  
a t , t h e  s i le n t ,  t h e  b l i s s fu l ,  t h e  b e lo v e d  a n d  t h e  b o n d le ss  s a lv a t io n  

— I  a m  B r a h m  a lo n e — I  a m  C h it  a lo n e . H e  i s  a  Y id e h a m u k ta  w h o  

h a v in g  a b a n d o n e d  th e  th o u g h t  “  I  a lo n e  a m  B r a h m ” i s  filled , w i t h  

b lis s .  H e  i s  a Y id e h a m u k ta  w h o  h a v in g  g iv e n  u p  th e  c e r t a in ty  o f  th o



e x is te n c e  or  n o n -e x is te n c e  o f  a l l  o b je c ts  i s  p u r e  C h id a n a n d a  ( th e  c o n s c i
o u sn e s s  a n d  b l i s s ) ,  w h o  h a v in g  a b a n d o n e d  ( t h e  t h o u g h t )  “ I  a m  B r a h m ” 

(o r )  “ I  a m  n o t  B r a h m ,” d o e s  n o t  m in g le  h is  A tm a  w ith  a n y th in g ,  
a n y w h e r e  o r  a t  a n y  t im e , w h o  i s  e v e r  s i l e n t ,  w h o  d o e s  n o th in g , w h o  

h a s  g o n e  b e y o n d  ( th e  t e a c h in g  o f )  g u r u , w h o s e  A t m a  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  

A ll ,  th e  g r e a t  a n d  t h e  p u r if ie r  o f  th e  e le m e n t s ,  w h o  d o e s  n o t  c o g n iz e  
t h e  c h a n g e  o f  t im e , m a tte r , p la c e , h im s e l f  o r  a n y th in g  w h o  d o e s  n o t  s e e  
( t h e  d if fe r e n c e  o f )  “ I , ” “  th o u ,” “ t h i s ” o r  “ T h a t ,” w h o  b e in g  o f  t h e  

n a tu r e  o f  K a la  ( t im e )  i s  y e t  w it h o u t  i t ,  w h o s e  A t m a  is  v o id , s u b t le  a n d  

t h e  u n iv e r s a l ,  b u t  y e t  w it h o u t  ( t h e m ) ,  w h o s e  A t m a  is  D iv in e  a n d  y e t  

w it h o u t  t h e  g o d s , w h o s e  A tm a  i s  m e a s u r a b le  a n d  y e t  w it h o u t  m e a s u r e ,  
w h o s e  A t m a  i s  w it h o u t  in e r tn e s s  a n d  w i t h in  e v e r y  o n e , w h o s e  A t m a  i s  

d e v o id  o f  a n y  S a n k a lp a  ( w i l l - t h o u g h t ) ,  w h o  t h in k s  a lw a y s  I  a m  

C h in m a tr a , I  a m  s im p ly  P a r a m a tm a , I  a m  o n ly  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  s p ir i t 

u a l  w isd o m , I  a m  o n ly  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  S a t ,  I  a m  a fr a id ’ o f  n o th in g  in  

t h i s  w o r ld  a n d  w h o  is  w it h o u t  t h e  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  V e d a s  a n d  s c ie n c e s ,  

o r  ( th e  t h o u g h t )  “  A l l  t h i s  i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s , I  a m  c o n sc io u s n e s s , & e .” H e  

i s  a  V id e h a m u k t a  w h o  h a s  r e a l i s e d  h im s e l f  t o  b e  C h a ita n y a  (c o n s c io u s 

n e s s )  a lo n e  w h o  i s  r e m a in in g  a t  e a s e  in  t h e  p le a s u r e  g a r d e n  o f  h is  o w n  

A tm a , w h o s e  A t m a  i s  o f  a n  in d e s c r ib a b le  n a tu r e ,  w h o  i s  w i t h o u t  
t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  s m a ll  a n d  t h e  g r e a t ,  a n d  w h o  is  t h e  ( T u r e e y a )  

f o u r th  o f  th e  fo u r th  s t a t e  (T u r e e y a ) ,  a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  b l i s s .  H e  i s  a  

V id e h a m u k ta  w h o s e  A t m a  i s  n a m e le s s  a n d  fo r m le s s , w h o  i s  t h e  g r e a t  

s p ir i t u a l  w is d o m  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  b l i s s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

b e y o n d  t h e  T u r e e y a  ( t h e  fo u r th ) , w h o  i s  n e i t h e r  a u sp ic io u s  n o r  in a u s 

p ic io u s , w h o  h a s  Y o g a  a s  h is  A tm a , w h o s e  A t m a  i s  a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  

Y o g a , w h o  is  f r e e  fr o m  b o n d a g e  o r  fr e e d o m , w i t h o u t  g u n a  o r  n o n -g u n a ,  
w it h o u t  s p a c e  o r  t im e , w it h o u t  t h e  w i t n e s s a b le  a n d  t h e  w it n e s s ,  w i t h 

o u t  th e  s m a ll  o r  t h e  g r e a t ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o g n it io n  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  
o r  e v e n  th e  c o g n it io n  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  B r a h m , b u t  w h o  f in d s  h is  j y o t i s  

( s p ir i t u a l  e f fu lg e n c e )  in  h is  o w n  n a tu r e , w h o  f in d s  b l i s s  in  h im s e l f ,  

w h o s e  b l i s s  is  b e y o n d  t h e  sc o p e  o f  w o r d s  a n d  m in d  a n d  w h o s e  t h o u g h t  

i s  b e y o n d  t h e  b e y o n d . H e  i s  sa id  to  b e  a  V id e h a m u k t a  w h o  h a s  g o n o  

b e y o n d  (o r  m a s te r e d  q u ite )  th e  m o d if ic a t io n s  o f  C h it ta , w h o  i l lu m in e s  

su c h  m o d if ic a t io n s  a n d  w h o s e  A t m a  i s  w i t h o u t  s u c h . I n  t h a t  s t a t e  h e  

n e it h e r  t h in k s  h o  i s  e m b o d ie d  n o r  d is e m b o d ie d . I f  su c h  a  t h o u g h t  i s  

e n t e r t a in e d  ( th e n  e v e n ) ,  fo r  a  m o m e n t, th e n  h e  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  ( in t h o u g h t )  

b y  a l l .  H e  i s  a  V id e h a m u k t a  w h o s e  e x t e r n a l  A t m a  i s  in v i s ib le  t a  

o th e r s , w h o  is  a im in g  a t  th e  h ig h e s t  V e d a n t a ,  w h o  d r in k s  o f  t h e  j u ic e  o f  

n e c ta r  o f  B r a h m , w h o  h a s  t h e  n e c ta r  o f  B r a h m  a s  th e  m e d ic in e  ( t h e  

h ig h e s t  A lc h e m y ) ,  w h o  i s  d e v o te d  to  t h e  j u ic e  o f  t h e  n e c ta r  o f  B r a h m ,  
w h o  i s  im m e r s e d  in  t h a t  ju ic e ,  w h o  h a s  t h e  b e n e f ic e n t  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  

B r a h m ic  b l i s s ,  w h o  i s  n o t  s a t ia t e d  w i t h  t h o  j u ic e  o f  t h e  n e c t a r  o f  

B r a h m , w h o  r e a l i s e s  B r a h m ic  b l i s s ,  w h o  c o g n iz e s  t h e  S iv a  b l i s s  in  

B r a h m ic  b l is s ,  w h o  h a s  t h e  e f fu lg e n c e  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  B r a h m ic  b l i s s ,  
w h o  h a s  th e  g r e a t  j y o t i s  ( s p ir i t u a l  e f fu lg e n c e )  o f  B r a h m ic  b l is s ,  w h o  

h a s  b eco m c o n e  w it h  it , w h o  l iv e s  in  i t ,  h a s  m o u n te d  th c  c a r  o f  B r a h m ic

b liss , w h o  h a s  a n  im p o n d e r a b le  C h it  ( c o n sc io u sn e s s )  b e in g  o n e  w it h  i t ,  
w h o  h a s  f i l le d  h is  s to m a c h  f u l l  o f  it , w h o  a s s o c ia te d  w i t h  m e  
h a v in g  i t ,  w h o  s t a y s  in  A tm a  h a v in g  t h a t  b l i s s  a n d  w h o  t h in k s —  
A l l  t h i s  is  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  A t m a , th e r e  i s  n o th in g  e ls e , b e s id e s  

A tm a — A l l  i s  A t m a —-I a m  A t m a , t h e  g r e a t  A tm a , t h e  S u p r e m e  

A tm a  a n d  A tm a  o f  t h e  fo r m  o f  b l i s s .  H e  w h o  th in k s  m y  n a tu r e  i s  
f u l l ,  I  a m  t h e  g r e a t  A tm a , I  a m  t h e  a l l - c o n te n te d  a n d  th e  p e r m a n e n t  

A tm a , I  a m  th e  A tm a  p e r v a d in g  th e  h e a r t  o f  a l l  w h ic h  is  n o t  s ta in e d  

b y  a n y th in g  b u t  w h ic h  h a s  n o  A tm a , I  a m  t h e  A tm a  w h o se  n a tu r e  
is  c h a n g e le s s ,  I  a m  t h e  q u ie s c e n t  A t m a  a n d  I  a m  th e  m a n y  A tm a — h e  
w h o  d o e s  n o t  t h in k  t h i s  i s  J iv a t m a  ( lo w e r  s e l f ) ,  a n d  th a t  i s  P a r a m a tm a  

( H ig h e r  s e lf ,  w h o s e  A t m a  i s  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  e m a n c ip a te d  a n d  th e  n o n 
e m a n c ip a te d , b u t  w it h o u t  e m a n c ip a t io n  o r  b o n d a g e , w h o s e  A tm a  is  o f  

t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  d u a l  a n d  t h e  n o n -d u a l  o n e , b u t  w it h o u t  d u a l i ty  a n d  

n o n -d u a li ty ) ,  w h o s e  A tm a  is  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  A l l  a n d  t h e  n o n -A ll ,  
b u t  w i t h o u t  th e m , w h o s e  A t m a  is  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  h a p p in e s s  a r is in g  

fr o m  o b je c t s  o b ta in e d  a n d  e n jo y e d , b u t  w it h o u t  i t  a n d  w h o  i s  d e v o id  o f  

a n y  S a n k a lp a — su c h  a  m a n  i s  a  V id e h a m u k ta .  H e  w h o s e  A tm a  i s  

p a r t le s s ,  s t a in le s s ,  e n l ig h te n e d , P u r u s h a , w ith o u t  b lis s , & c., o f  t h e  n a tu r e  

o f  n e c ta r , o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p e r io d s  o f  t im e , b u t  w it h o u t  th e m ,  

w h o s e  A t m a  i s  e n t ir e  a n d  u n m e a s u r a b le , y e t  m e a s u r in g  th o u g h  

w it h o u t  m e a s u r e , w h o s e  A t m a  i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  a n d  t h e  w itn e s s ,  b u t  

w it h o u t  e t e r n ity  a n d  w i t n e s s ,  w h o s e  A t m a  i s  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  

se c o n d le s s ,  w h o  i s  t h e  s e l f - s h in in g  o n e  w it h o u t  t h e  se c o n d , w h o s e  

A t m a  c a n n o t  b e  m e a s u r e d  b y  V id y a  ( s c ie n c e )  a n d  A v id y a  ( n e - s c ie n c e ) ,  

b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e m , w h o s e  A t m a  i s  w it h o u t  c o n d it io n e d n e s s  o r  u n 

c o n d it io n e d n e s s , w h o  i s  w it h o u t  t h i s  o r  t h e  h ig h e r  w o r ld , w h o se  A tm a  
i s  w i t h o u t  S a m a  ( m e n t a l  r e s t r a in t ) ,  D a m a  ( b o d ily  r e s tr a in t ) ,  & c., w h o  

i s  w i t h o u t  t h e  q u a lif ic a t io n s  o f '  a n  a s p ir a n t  a f te r  s a lv a t io n ,  w h o s e  

A t m a  i s  w it h o u t  g r o s s , s u b t le ,  c a u s a l ,  a n d  t h e  fo u r th  b o d ie s , a n d  

w it h o u t  t h e  fo o d  P r a n a , M a n a s  a n d  V ig n a n a  sh e a th s , w h o s e  A t m a  

i s  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  A n a n d a  ( b l i s s )  s h e a t h s ,  b u t  w ith o u t  t h e  f iv e  s h e a t h s ,  

w h o s e  A t m a  i s  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  N ir v ik a lp a ,  i s  d e v o id  o f  S a n k a lp a , w i t h 

o u t  t h e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o r  v is ib le  o f  t h e  a u d ib le  a n d  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  v o id  

o w in g  t o  u n c e a s in g  S a m a d h i , w h o  i s  w i t h o u t  b e g in n in g ,  m id d le  or  e n d ,  
w h o s e  A t m a  i s  d e v o id  o f  th e  w o r d  P r a g n a n a  (w is d o m ), w h o  is  w it h o u t  t h e  

id e a l  “  I  a m  B r a h m ,” w h o s e  A t m a  i s  d e v o id  ( o f  t h e  th o u g h t )  o f  “ T h o u  
a r t ,” w h o  i s  w i t h o u t  t h e  t h o u g h t  “  t h i s  i s  A t m a ,” w h o s e  A t m a  i s  d e v o id  

o f  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  d e sc r ib e d  b y  O m , w h o  i s  a b o v e  t h e  r e a c h  o f  a n y  s p e e c h  

o r  t h e  t h r e e  s t a t e s  a n d  i s  t h e  in d e s t r u c t ib le  a n d  th e  C h id a tm a , w h o s e  

A t m a  i s  n o t  t h e  o n e  w h ic h  c a n  b e  k n o w n  b y  A tm a  a n d  w h o s e  A t m a  

h a s  n e i t h e r  l i g h t  n o r  d a r k n e s s . S u c h  a  m a n  i s  a  V id e h a m u k ta . L o o k  

o n ly  u p o n  A t m a . k n o w  i t  a s  y o u r  o w n . E n jo y  y o u r  o w n  A t m a  y o u r s e l f  
a n d  s t a y  in  p e a c e . O h  s ix -m o u th e d  o n e , b e  c o n te n te d  in  y o u r  o w n  A tm a ,  
b e  w a n d e r in g  in  y o u r  o w n  A tm a , a n d  b e  e n jo y in g  y o u r  o w n  A tm a . T h e n  

y o u  w i l l  a t ta in  V id e h a m u k t i .
(T o  be co n tin u ed .)



T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  A N T H R O P O L O G Y *  

i  F E W  id e a s  b r ie f ly  sa id , m a y  b e  c o n v e n ie n t  o n  t h e  r e la t io n s  o f  
T h e o s o p h y  t o  m o d e r n  sc ie n c e .

T h e  T h e o s o p h is t  p o s s e s s e s  a  d o c tr io e  e la b o r a te  in  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  

a n c ie n t  in  o r ig in . T h e  m o d e r n  s c ie n t if ic  m a n , a la s !  is  to o  o f te n  t h e  

m e r e  u t te r e r , o r  r e p e a te r , o f  sp e c u la t io n s  w h ic h , a f te r  a  f e w  y e a r s , a r e  
w o r n  o u t  a n d  th r o w n  a w a y , a n d  g iv e  p la c e  in  t h e ir  tu r n  t o  a  n e w  
th e o r y . A  s c ie n t if ic  m a n  w h o  o p p o se d  T h e o s o p h y  in  t h e  l a s t  c e n tu r y ,  

w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  s o  o n  g r o u n d s  d ia m e tr ic a l ly  in  c o n tr a d ic t io n  t o  th o  

th e o r ie s  o f  to -d a y . T h e  m o m e n to u s  q u e s t io n  m a y  b e  a sk e d , h o w  c a n  i t  

b e  e x p e c te d  th a t  s c ie n t if ic  m e n — w h o  h o w e v e r  in c u lc a te  e v e r - c h a n g in g  

m e th o d s  o f  t h o u g h t — c a n , u n d e r  th e  p le a  o f  a  p r o b a b le  o p in io n , r e j e c t  

o r  a c c e p t  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  a  s c ie n c e  w h o s e  m e th o d  i s  d if fe r e n t  fr o m  t h e ir  

o w n  F L e t  m e  m e n t io n  a  f e w  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  m o d e r n  s c ie n c e .

1 . T h e  v o m e r  i s  a n  o u ts id e  b o n e  o f  t h e  s k u l l .
2 . K n o w le d g e  “ e x p a n d s  in to  a  f o c u s .”

3 . T h e  N a u le t t e  j a w  h a d  “ e n o r m o u s” t e e t h .

4 . W e ls h m e n  a n d  s tu r g e o n s  a r e  id e n t i c a l . t

S o m e  m a y  s a y  t h a t  I  a m  q u o t in g  fr o m  R a b e la is  o r  “  A l i c e ’s  

A d v e n tu r e s  in  W o n d e r la n d .”  B u t  I  a m  q u o t in g  t h e  w o r d s  o f  H u x le y  

a n d  D a r w in  a s  le a d e r s  in  m o d e r n  s c ie n c e . S u c h  a s  c o n s id e r  th e m  
a b su r d , m a y  n o t  b la m e  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t  w h o  h o ld s  h i s  o w n . H e  c a n  
a ffo r d  to  w a i t  w it h o u t  t h e ir  s u p p o r t , a n d  h e  f e a r s  n o t  t h e ir  e n m ity .  

N e it h e r  b a m b o o , n o r  b a m b o o z le , c a n  c r u s h  h im . H i s  p o s it io n  i s  l ik e  
t h a t  o f  a  L u c r e t ia n  g o d .

Ipsis suis pollens opibus, nihil indiga nostri nec benepromeritis capitur, 
neque tangitura ira.%

T h e  crux b e t w e e n  T h e o s o p h ic a l a n d  D a r w in ia n  c r e e d s  i s  : t h e  T h e o 
s o p h ic a l  a s s e r t s  t h e  d e r iv a t io n  o f  a n im a ls  ( m a n  f ir s t )  fr o m  a  s e r ie s  o f  

p r o to ty p e s  : t h e  D a r w in ia n  a s s e r t s  t h e  d e r iv a t io n  o f  a n im a ls  ( m a n  la s t )  

fr o m  p r im o r d ia l  m a tte r .  B e  t h e  se c o n d  t h e o r y  c a l l e d  u D a r w in is m ,”  

“  T r a n s m u ta t io n  h y p o th e s is ,”  o r  “  E v o lu t io n ,”  i t  i s  in  c o n tr a d ic t io n  to  

T h e o s o p h ic a l p r in c ip le s ,  w h ic h  n o w h e r e  c o n d e m n  t h e  d o c tr in e s  o f  

u D e r iv a t io n .”  I  w i l l  b r ie f ly  n o te  a  p o in t  o r  t w o  in  w h ic h  t h e  t e a c h 

in g s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  in te r p r e te r  w h o  “  w o r e  h e r  w e ig h t  o f  le a r n in g  l i g h t l y  

a s  a  f lo w e r ,” t o  w h o m  I  o w e  so  m u c h , a r e  in  a p p a r e n t  o p p o s it io n  to  

t h o s e  o f  so m e  m o d e r n  s c ie n t if ic  m e n , b u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  h o ld  f o r th  t h e  l i g h t  

o f  t h e  W is d o m -r e l ig io n  o f  t h e  o ld  t e a c h e r s .  A  f e w  a m o n g  u s  h a v e  

r e c e iv e d  o u r  sc ie n tif ic  e d u c a t io n  b e fo r e  1 8 6 0 , a n d  in h e r i t  t h e  t r a d it io n s
4------------------------------------------------------------ — ____________  . _____________

* By C. Ca r t e r  B l a k e , Doct. Sci., F. T. S., late Secretary to the Anthropolo
gical Society of London, and Lecturer on Comparative Anatomy and Zoology, 
Westminster Hospital School of Medicine.

f  Scarcely necessary to say that the vomer is an internal bone; mathema
ticians must gange the second statem ent; the Naulette jaw  had no te e th j the Silures 
Were a tribe in Wales and Silure are fish.

J  Freely translated:
Strong in its own resources, wanting nought 
That we can give, it aye removed must be 
From tokens of om’ spleen or o f our courtesy i

o f  a t im o  w h e n  a  te a c h e r , to  be so , h;id  to  bo in  som e d e g r e e , a  le a r n e r .  
N o w -a -d a y s , s c ie n c e  i.s th o u g h t  se m p e r , iib iq u e , e t ab o m n ib u s . I t  ia
a lw a y s  c h e a p  a n d  o f te n t im e s  n a s ty .

I n  th e  w o r d s  o f  th e  id e a l B u s b y :

“ An age of puffs the age of gold succeeds,
And windy bubbles are the spawn it breeds.”

T o  r e m e d y  t h is  h a lf -h e a r te d n e s s ,  T h e o s o p h y  h a s co m e to  t h e  fr o n t.’ 

T h e  p u b lic  a r e  w a r n e d , t h a t  b e fo r e  t h e  te r m in a t io n  o f th e  n in e te e n th  
o e n tu r y , th e r e  i s  s t i l l  t im e  to

“  Unthread the rude eye of rebellion, *
And welcome home again discarded faith,” 

a n d  se e k  fo r  so u n d  in s tr u c t io n  in  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f t l ie  w is d o m  o f  th e  

a g e s . H o w  m u c h  in  a n th r o p o lo g ic a l  w o r k  I  h a v e  b een  h e lp e d  b y  t h e  

h ig h e s t ,  a n d  e n l ig h te n e d  b y  t h e  te a c h in g s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a n d  lo v e a b le  

G u r u  w h o  h a s  le f t  u s, I  d a re  n o t  t r u s t  m y s e lf  to say . T h e  p a lm  t r e e  

m a y  b o w  d o w n , t h e  b r a m b le *  c a n  o n ly  c o n t in u e  to  g r o w , in  t h e  h o p e  

th a t  i t s  fib res m a y  fo rm  a n  in s tr u m e n t ,  w h e r e o n  som e m ore g r a c e fu l  

m o u r n e r , in  a  fu tu r e  in c a r n a t io n , m a y  so u n d  a  m o re  tu n e fu l  d ir g e .

O n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  le s s o n s  w e  h a v e  h a d  to  le a r n  i s  t h a t  so m e  o f  

u s  m u s t  r e v e r s e  th e  p o p u la r  t e a c h in g s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  o r ig in  o f  m a n . 
T h e  t e a c h in g  t h a t  a s tr a l  p r o to ty p e s  w e r e  p r o je c te d  a t  a n  in c a lc u la b ly  
d is t a n t  p e r io d  o f  e a r ly  h is to r y , w h ic h  w e r e  th e  ty p e s  o f  v a r io u s  fo r m s , 

w h ic h  a f te r w a r d s  b e c a m e  a n im a l l i f e ,  i s  t h e  te a c h in g  o f  t h e  S e c r e t  

D o c tr in e .

A  P la t o n is e r  w i l l  a c c e p t  t h is  a t  o n c e  a s  in  a cco rd a n ce  w it h  t h e  

d o c tr in e  o f  I  w o u ld  b e  h a p p ie r  w h e r e  I, a  P la t o n iz e r /s o  c a n n o t
a c c e p t  t h is .  S o m e  u ltr a -R e a l is t s  h a v e  a s s e r te d  th a t  th e r e  e x is t  o u t -  

s id e  o f  u s  c e r ta in  u n iv e r s a l  fo r m s , c o n s is t in g  in  th e m s e lv e s  e te r n a l,  
im m u ta b le , in v is ib le .  W h e n  w e  e n t e r t a in  a n y  u n iv e r s a l  id e a , w e  r e a lly  

c o n te m p la te  o n e  o f  th e s e  w o n d e r fu l  fo r m s . T h e y  a re  t h e  t y p e s  or  
p a tte r n s  w h ic h  a re  c o p ie d  in  e x is t in g  t h in g s ,  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  a re  t h e  

o r ig in a l a r c h e ty p e s .  T h e s e  a r c h e t y p a l  id e a s  a re  an  in te g r a l  p a r t  o f  

A tm a . T h e y  a r e  c o n ta in e d  in  P r a d h a n a , a s  t h e  p a tte r n s  a f te r  w h ic h  

a l l  t h in g s  w e r e  m a d e . M a n ’s p o w e r  to  r e c o g n is e  th e  u n iv e r s a l  ty p o  

u n d e r  t h e  p e c u l ia r it ie s  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  i s  t h e  r e s u lt  o f  o u r  b e in g  

“ m a d e  in  t h e  im a g e  o f  G o d ,” a n d  t h e r e fo r e  a b le  to  r is e  a b o v e  th e  

c o n c r e te  o b je c t  to  so m e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  id e a l t y p e  o f  w h ic h  
i t  i s  t h e  im p e r fe c t  r e p r e s e n ta t io n . T h is  k n o w le d g e  in sp ir e d  th e  

e ld e r  g e n e r a t io n  o f  z o o lo g is t s . I t  p e r m e a te d  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  B u ffo n , 

w h o se  “ d e g r a d a t io n  t h e o r y ” w a s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  o u r  o w n . I t  
w a s  a d v o c a te d  b y  O w e n  in  a  g e n e r a t io n  o f  d o u b tin g  a n a to m is t s ,  

B a t  i t  w a s  p r o c la im e d  b y  H . P . B . in  n o  u n c e r ta in  v o ic e , a n d  sh e  
“ Who alone, among the foolish, had dared to stand at bay,

Who alone had borne tho hoat and the burden of the day,” 
g a v e  no v a g u e  im p r e ss io n  o f  w h a t  sh e  r e a l ly  th o u g h t  a n d  meant.’ 
t 'h is  d o c tr in e  o f  p r e - e x is t in g  t y p e s  is  o n e  o f  t h e  fo u n d a t io n  s to n e s  o £



T h e o so p h y . I t  a c c o u n ts  fo r  zo o lo g ic a l p r o b le m s  w h ic b  o th e r w is e  r e m a in  

in so lu b le  b y  th e  m e th o d  w h ic h  so m e  z o o lo g is t s  h a v e  c a l le d  “ e v o lu t io n .” 

T h e  c o n te m p tu o u s  f e e l in g  w ith  w h ic h  m o s t  z o o lo g is t s  in  F r a n c e ,  

G e r m a n y  a n d  A m e r ic a , a n d  so m e  in  E n g la n d , h a v e  lo n g  r e g a r d e d  t h i s  

h y p o th e s is , h a s  b e e n  h e ig h te n e d  b y  th e  fa c t  t h a t  i t  le a v e s  t h e  w h o le  

q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  g e n e s is  o f  th e  la r g e r  t y p e s  e x a c t ly  w h e r e  C u v ie r  l e f t  i t .  
T h o u g h , o f  c o u r se , t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  su c h  g e n e s i s  w a s  s u p r e m e ly  

a n c ie n t , i t  b e in g  h in te d  a t  in  t h e  b o o k  o f  P s a lm s ,  p a r ts  o f  w h ic h  a re  

u n d o u b te d ly  a n c ie n t , i t  w a s  n o t  t i l l  1 8 8 8  t h a t  t h e  d o c tr in e  w a s  p r o 
c la im e d . A  la t e r  g e n e r a t io n  o f  a n th r o p o lo g is t s  w h o  h a v e  p r o f ite d  b y  
t h e  t e a c h in g ,  m a y  v e r i f y  t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  fo r  t h e m s e lv e s .

A n o th e r  p o in t  n o t  o f  le s s  in te r e s t  to  th e  a n a to m is t  w a s  t h e  q u e s t io n  

o f  t h e  “ T h ir d  E y e ” o r  “ E y e  o f  S iv a .” B r a n d t , M iln e  E d w a r d s , D u g e  
L e y d ig ,  R a b e  R u k h a r d , Y a n W ih e ,  D e  G r a a y , W ie d e r s h a im , B r o r n , O w e n ,  
B a lfo u r , K o r s c h e ld t , S w e d e n b o r g , S p e n c e r , a n d  S t ie d a h a d  s p e c u la te d  w it h  

m o r e  o r  l e s s  su c c e s s  o n  t h e  a b n o r m a l d e v e lo p m e n ts  w h ic h  t h e  p in e a l  

g la n d  (a n d  in d ir e c t ly  t h e  p i tu i t o r y  b o d y )  t a k e s  in  c e r ta in  r e p t i le s .  

I t  h a s  b e e n  r e s e r v e d  fo r  u s  to  d e m o n s tr a te  i t s  f u n c t io n  in  m a n .

T w o  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  H . P .  B .  w e r e  s n e e r e d  a t . E v e n  

in  t h e s e  d a y s  th e r e  w e r e  “ e v o lu t io n is t s ” l e f t .  I t  w a s  o n c e  t h o u g h t  to  
m a k e  o u t  a n  a n a lo g y  b e t w e e n  th e  v e r t e b r a t e  a n d  tu n ic a te  e y e . B u t  th e  

la w  o f  K a r m a  h a s  d o n e  i t s  w o r k ; len to  g r a d u  ta r d i ta te m  su p p lic ie  g r a v i - 

ta te m  com pensate  a n d  n ou s a von s ch an ge to u t ce la . T h e  “ T h ir d  E y e ” i s  

n o w  r e c o g n is e d  b y  a l l  c o m p a r a t iv e  a n a to m is t s ,  a n d  u n d e r s to o d  b y  so m e , 

a n d  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  s y s t e m  o f  H .  P .  B .  i s  l e f t  in  s o l i t a r y  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  a  v ic to r io u s  f ie ld .

A n o th e r  p o in t , w h e r e in  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  h a s  p r a c t ic a l ly  r e v o 

lu t io n iz e d  o u r  a n th r o p o lo g y , i s  i t s  p r o c la m a t io n  t h a t  so m e  o f  t h e  

A u s t r a l ia n  r a c e s  o f  m e n  w h o m  w e  m a y  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e  “ C a n s ta d t  

t y p e ,” a re  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  t h e  o ld  L e m u r ia n s . F o r  g e n e r a t io n s  p a s t ,  

th o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  m y  m a s te r s  h a v e  g a z e d  o n  t h i s  p r o b le m , b u t  

n e it h e r  K n o x , O w e n , B r o c a , n o r  Q u a te r fa g e s  l i f t e d  t h e  p e p tu m  o f  I s i s .  
I t  w a s  l e f t  to  H . P . B . to  g iv e  u s  t h e  r e a l  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  f ia t-h e a d e d  
r a c e s  o f  A u s tr a l ia . I n  fa c t ,  w h e n  w e  g a z e  w i t h  a w e  on  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  

d o n e  fo r  u s , w e  f in d  t h a t  a  c le a r  p a th  h a s  b e e n  h e w e d  th r o u g h  th e  

U p a s  t r e e s  w h ic h  fo r m  t h e  0 f  o u r  s c ie n t if ic  e n v ir o n m e n t . O u r  

d u ty  i s  to  so w  arid to  g a t h e r ,  w h e r e  t h e  w o o d -c u t  t e r  h a s  g o n e  b e fo r e .
“ On mast the faithful warrior go,

Where’er the chief procedeth.,,
P e r a d v e n tu r e  w e  m a y  o n ly  p ic k  u p  t h e  f r a g m e n t s  o f  t w ig s  t h a t  

fo r m  d e b r is  in  o u r  p a th . B u t  th o s e  w h o  r e g a r d  T h e o s o p h y  a s  th e ir  

e te r n a l g u id e  to  t r u th ,  h a v e  n e e d  t o  h a s t e n  q u ic k ly  a c r o s s  t h e  w o o d . 
T h e  ig n is  f a tu u s  l i g h t  o f  M a r a *  g l i s t e n s  a c r o s s  o u r  p a th .  O u r  t a s k  i s  

w e a r y  a n d  o u r  jo u r n e y  i s  lo n g . W e  h a v e  t h e  c o m m a n d  b e fo r e  u s  n i l  

a c tu m  re p u ta n s  d u m  q u id  su peresse t a g e n d u m . T h e  T h e o s o p h is t ,  w h er*

* “ ,Y<?ice of tho Silence,” p, 8.

e v e r  h is  d u t ie s  or  h is  p r e d i le c t io n s  m a y  h a v e  le d  h im  in  th o s e  -.daya  

w h e n  :
“  I  lo v ed  th e  g a r is h  d a y ,  a n d  s p i te  o f fe a rs ,

P r id e  ru le d  m y w ill— re m e m b e r  n o t  p a s t  y e a rs , 

h a s  o n e  im p e r a t iv e  d u ty . T h is  i s  to  c o m b a t  a s ou r ' le a c h e r  w o u ld  

h a v e  to ld  u s  in  a  s te a d y  d is c ip l in e d  r a n k  o f  s k i l le d  v e te r a n s , m a r c h in g  

on  to  l ig h t ,  a n d  f ig h t  a lw a y s
F o r  th e  cau se  th a t  la c k s  a s s is ta n c e ,
’G a in s t th e  w ro n g  th a t  n e e d s  re s is ta n c e ,
T o  th e  f u tu r e  in  th e  d is ta n ce ,
A n d  th e  g o o d  t h a t  w e  c a n  d o .”

C . C a r t e r  B l a k e ,

R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  A U S T R A L I A N S  A N D  I N D I A N S  

I N  R E L I G IO N  A N D  R A C E .

WH E N  s tu d y in g  A n th r o p o lo g y  in  E u ro p e , an d  en d ea v o u rin g  to  learn  aH  
th a t  w a s  th ere  k n ow n , r e la t in g  to  th e  ab or ig in a ls  o f  A u str a lia ,  

I  fo u n d  th a t  th e  a cco u n ts o f , an d  v ie w s  u p o n , th e se  d a rk -sk in n ed  p eo p le  
d iffered  so  m u c h  in  G reat B r ita in , in  F ra n ce , in  G erm any, an d  o th e r  
co u n tr ie s , th a t  n o  certa in  k n o w led g e  co u ld  th e re  be g a in ed  ab ou t th e ir  r a c e , 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  th e ir  o r ig in , th e ir  r e lig io n , la n g u a g e s  or d ia lects , th e  m y th s ,  
c u lt s ,  or su ch  m a tte r s , or a n y th in g  th a t  w o u ld  g iv e  facts th a t  c o u ld  be tr u ste d , 
o r  th a t  co u ld  co n n ect th e m  w ith  o th e r  r a c e s . I  th erefore  d eterm in ed  to  
v is i t  an d  s tu d y  th e m  in  th e ir  ow n  h o m es, an d  p roceed ed  to  A u str a lia , to  
th e r e  w o rk  o u t  th e se  research es. I  s e t  ab ou t m ea su r in g  th e  sk u lls  a n d  
o th e r  b o n es from  th e  o ld e st  graves* I  ex a m in ed  th e  m en , w om en , an d  
ch ild r e n  o f  th e  d ifferen t tr ib es  o f  th e  so u th , n orth , east and  w e s t , h ea r in g  
an d  w r it in g  th e ir  d ia le c ts , lea rn in g  th e ir  sacred  and an cien t so n g s , h y m n s  
a n d  ch a n ts  ; th e ir  le g e n d s , tra d itio n s , fo lk -lo re , proverbs, in v e s t ig a t in g  th e ir  
la w s, in it ia t io n s , cu sto m s, r ite s , c lan  an d  tr ib a l m ann ers, th e ir  b u r ia ls , th e ir  
m arriage a n d  b lood -re la tio n sh ip s, th e ir  w itc h c r a ft, sorcery, se co n d  s ig h t ,  
sp ir it -w o r sh ip  an d  m uch  e lse . I  soon  fo u n d  how  l i t t le  w as k n o w n  o f  th em  b y  
th o se  w ho h a d  p reten d ed , a fter  a  sh o r t a cq u a in ta n ce  w ith  one or tw o  tr ib es, to  
w r ite  u p on  th e  e th n o lo g y , th e  l in g u is t ic s ,  or th e  cu lts  o f th e  d a rk -sk in n ed  
n a tiv e s  of A u str a lia .

H a v in g  c o lle c te d  a ll tb a t  w as p o ss ib le  from  th e  num erous tr ib e s  th e m 
se lv e s , irv a ll d irec tio n s , d u r in g  five  y ea rs , an d  h a v in g  corresponded  upon  
th e se  su b je c ts  w ith  th e  b e st  in form ed  m iss io n a r ie s , n a tiv e  p ro tecto rs, and o ld  
re s id e n ts  a m o n g  th e  v a r io u s tr ib es, w h o  sp o k e  th e ir  d ia lects, and knew  th e ir  
c u s to m s ,  h a b its , &c., a lso  in  o th e r  w a y s co llec ted  w h atever th ereon  cou ld  b e  
o b ta in ed , i t  w a s fo u n d  a fter  so r tin g  o u t ; c la s s ify in g , and a rra n g in g  w h a t  
w as of v a lu e  or u se fu l, th a t  i t  w ou ld  w h e n  p r in ted  fill over  a dozen  fo lio  
v o lu m e s w ith  n ew  aud m o st in te r e st in g  fa c ts  an d  m ateria ls for  th e  h is to r y  
an d  b e lo n g in g s  o f th e se  n a tiv e s . I t  en a b led  m e to  arrive a t  su ffic ien t  
k n o w led g e  o f  th e m , to  b e  su re  h ow  erron eou s and m islea d in g  i s  m o st  
w h ich  h as b een  p u b lish ed  u pon  th em , in  E urope, in  A m erica , and  ev en  in  
A u str a la s ia  i t s e lf .  T h ey  h ave b een  w r it te n  o f as “ A u to ch th o n es ,” a s  “ a  
p eop le  p ecu lia r  to  A u stra lia ,” as “ a p eo p le  o f  h om ogenou s an d  d is t in c t  
race ,” as “ th e  lo w e s t  race an d  ty p e  o f m a n k in d ,” and  o th e r  erro n eo u s  
i^rm s. R id ic u lo u s  a ssu m p tion s, fo r  n o  on e, w h o  by p rev io u s  sp e c ia l  
etu d iea  in  e th n o lp g y  an d  lin g u is  t ic s , a n d  th u s  com p etent to  d e c id e , c a n ,



a fter  g o in g  through  th e  ev id e n c e  ava ila b le , d ou b t th a t the w r it in g s  and  
assertio n s ab o u t th e se  dark  A u str a lia n s  are a b su r d ly  w ron g  and e n tir e ly  
m islea d in g . T h ey  are n o t a s in g le  race, but a re  a m ix tu r e  o f se v e n ll ra ces;  
of, firstly , th e  V ig o r it s  as in  M olu cca  of th e  P h i l ip p in e s ,  th e  A n d a 
m an s, &c. ; se co n d ly , th e  P ap u a n  as in  th e  M olu ccas, M icron esia , M elan esia , 
& c . ; th ir d ly , th e  D ra v id ia n  o f S o u th ern  In d ia  or H in d u s ta n ; fo u r th ly , th e  
a d m ix tu re  in  th e  n orth  an d  w est o f  A u str a lia , o f th e  M an g-ka-sah  o f C elebes, 
a n d  th e  ** B u g is ” and  th e  M alays ; f ifth ly , in  th e  e a s te r n  parts an  a d m ix tu re  
o f  P o ly n es ia n s  ; and s ix th ly , o f C h in ese , J a p a n ese , A ra b s and o th e rs , w h o in  
rem ote* t im e s  v is ite d  th e  n orth  a n d  w e s t  and  c r o sse d  w ith  th e  A u str a lia n  
■woman. R em o te  and  m ore r ece n t c r o ss in g s  h a v e  ca u se d  th e  A u stra lia n  
tr ib e s  to  v a r y  m uch  in  color fro m  th e  d a rk est  b la ck  to  y e llo w ish  brow n, 
a n d  h a v e  m ade th e ir  fe a tu r e s , fo rm s, h a ir , sh a p e  o f  sk u lls  and  o th e r  

. p a r ts  d iffer as m uch  as th e ir  color. T h e sk u ll a n d  b on e m ea su rem en ts  
fro m  gra v es h u n d red s o f  y e a r s  o ld , d iffer  in  r e la t iv e  p rop ortions as m u ch  
a s  th o se  exam in ed  o f  p eop le  s in ce  th e  W h ite s  h a v e  been  in  A u str a lia ;  and  
from  thejo ld est g r a v e s  v a r io u s o f tr ib es, th e  sk e le to n s  a ll d iffer  v ery  d is t in c t ly  
to  th o se  o f peop le o f on e race in  a n y  c o u n tr y . T h e  v o ca b u la r ie s  of th e  d ia
le c t s  o f  d is t in c t  tr ib es n o t  o n ly  g r e a t ly  d iffer, b u t  a re  freq u en tly  c h a n g in g  
o n  certa in  d efined  lin e s  and  m eth o d s . T h e  m a n n er s, cu sto m s, r ite s , cere
m o n ies, law s, &c., a re  a lso  m a d e  to  v a ry  an d  d iffer  w ith in  certa in  l im its ,  
in  d ifferen t tr ib es, c la n s a n d  su b -d iv is io n s .

T h e  re lig io u s  tra d itio n s , g o d s, m y th s , sp ir its , w il l  be fou n d  to  ch a n g e  
in  d is t in c t  tr ib es , u n d e r  certa in  la w s. T h e  d w e llin g s , b u ria l g r a v e s ,  
m a rria g es, m odes o f g o v ern m en t in  d ifferen t d is tr ic ts , are  arra n g ed  to  d iffer . 
C a n n ib a lism , in fa n tic id e , em a scu la tio n  an d  c e r ta in  o p eration s p rev a il in  
gom e c lan s, b u t n o t o th e rs . B u t  w ith  a ll th e se  d ifferen ce s, p e r p le x in g  to  a  
b e g in n e r  in  th e se  in v e s t ig a t io n s , a  y ea r  or tw o  o f h a rd  w ork  w ill, i f  carried  
on  from  th e  so u th  to  th e  n o rth  o f A u str a lia , r e v e a l n o t  o n ly  th e  fa c ts  b u t  
W ill b r in g  order o u t o f  ch aos.

T h e  o ld est  race  in  A u str a lia  w a s th e  little,' sh o r t  “ N ig r ito ”  o f A s ia  w ith  
cr isp  w o o lly  ha ir , o ily , so ft  b la ck  sk in , ro u n d  fa ce , la r g e  m o u th , broad, fla t  
n o s e ;  n e x t  cam e th e  la te r  o ld e st  ra ce , h arsh  sk in n e d , b lack , tu fte d  m op  h air, 
coa rse  and n o n -cy lin d r ica l, w ith  lo n g  n arrow  fa ce  an d  head , h ig h  b r id g ed  and  
reared  n o se  (th e se  p eo p le  ca lled  P a p u a n s from  fcheir h a ir , b y  th e M a la y s) . B o th  
th e se  fir st  races w ere  h u n te r s , n ev er  c u lt iv a to r s , w h e n  u n crossed , an d  th e y  
a r e  ca n n ib a ls . T h ese  tw o  ra ces c ro ssed  w ith  ea ch  o th e r  for  a v e r y  lo n g  
t im e , and  th en  th e re  ca m e to  A u str a lia  a  th ir d  b la c k  race , th e  D r a v id ia n s,  
ir o m  S ou th ern  I n d ia ;  th e se  h a d  o v a l, w e ll sh a p ed  fea tu re s , c y lin d r ic a l,  
s tr a ig h t , lon g , g lo s s y  ha ir. T h ey  in term a rr ied  w ith  th e  h y b r id s  o f  th e  tw o  
form er races. T h e y  b r o u g h t  w ith  th e m  th e ir  In d ia n  d o g . T h e y  h u n ted  
s lo w ly , p a ss in g  th r o u g h  th e  I s la n d s  b e tw e e n  A s ia  a n d  A u str a lia , an d  took  
se v era l g en era tio n s, in  th e  tr a n s it , m o v in g  fro m  o n e  h u n tin g  g ro u n d  to  
an o th er . T h ey  b r o u g h t  a n d  u se d  a s  th e y  ca m e  th e ir  th r o w in g  w ea p o n s, , 
th e  sp ear, p ro jected  w ith  a  th r o w in g  le v e r  a n d  th e  p r o je c t ile  k n ow n  to  th e  
W h ite  p eo p le  as th e  “ B o o m e r a n g /’ b o rrow ed  from  th e  E g y p t ia n s  a n d  th e  
o ld  ^ S th iopeans, o f  a n c ie n t  t im e s ; th e y  a lso  b r o u g h t  th e  p o in ted  th r o w in g  
c lu b . T h ey  b r o u g h t  w ith  th e m  th e  so rcery , w itc h c r a ft , w o rsh ip  o f  th o  
sp ir its  of th e  earth , a ir, w a te r s , fo r e sts , an d  th e  a n c e s tr a l S p ir its  from  In d ia .  
T h ese  b ecam e fcheir g o o d  an d  e v i l  s p ir it s  in  th e  I s la n d s  th e y  so jo u rn ed  in  
©n th e ir  rou te  b efo re  r e a c h in g  A u str a lia , a n d  w h en  th e y  rea ch ed  t h e r e .

A lso  th e ir  A stro m o n y  and A stro lo g y , th e ir  trib a l L aw s, th e  P a tr ia rch a l an d  
E ld ers in  g o v ern m en t o f  fa m ilies  an d  V illa g e  com m unes, a lso  tb e ir  T o tem ic  
S y ste m  an d  d iv is io n s , th e ir  m arriage  an d  p ecu lia r  fam ily  r e la tio n sh ip s , a n d  
of ch ild ren  to  th e  p a ren ts  and c la n s an d  com m unes, th e  d is t in c t  c u sto m s  
for in tr a  an d  e x tr a  tr ib a l m arriages, th e ir  soc ia l ru les and d ie t r e g u la t io n s  
for d ifferen t a g e s  an d  se x es , th e ir  P h a ll ic  and  in itia to ry  r ites , th e ir  g o d s o f  
su n , m oon au d  sta rs , th e ir  r e lig io n  an d  sa cred  observances, th e  m y th s ot* 
th e ir  p an th eo n , th e ir  c ree d s ,— all th e se  th e y  b ro u g h t from  In d ia  w ith  th em . 
I t  is  a b u n d a n tly  p ro v ed  b y  e v id en ce  c o lle c te d  a n d  arranged  for p u b lic a tio n , 
b u t too  e x te n s iv e  to  m ore th a n  b riefly  a llu d e  to , iu  th is  a r tic le .

W h e n  th e se  D r a v id ia n  m ig r a n ts  le f t  In d ia , th e  A ry a n s h ad  n ot e n 
tered  i t ;  c o n se q u e n tly  n o n e  o f  th e ir  c u lts , v ocab u laries, or o th er  b e lo n g 
in g s  h a d  reach ed  S o u th e r n  H in d u s ta n , w h e n c e  th e se  D rav id ia n s started , 
and n o  A r y a n  c u lts  a re  fo u n d  a m o n g s t  th e  A u stra lia n  D ra v id ia n  tr ib es, 
b u t a ll th e  id ea s , r ite s , cu sto m s, sorcery , sp ir its , &c., b e lo n g ed  to  th e  
D ra v id ia n s an d  ea r lier  t im e s o f  In d ia  b efo re  th e  A ry a n  in v a sio n . T h e  
r ite s  a n d  c u sto m s w ere  th o se  th a t  th e  D ra v id ia n s  had  r ece iv e d  from  

iE th io p e a n ” and  “ K u sh ” tea ch ers  b e tw e e n  5000 and 8000 B . C., w h ich  
h ad  th u s  a n c ie n tly  p en e tra te d  from  th e  c o a s ts  o f  C utch  ( “ K u sh ” ) an d  th e  
In d u s  r iv er  n p  to  M eru  (“ M erv u ” ) in  h ig h  A s ia ;  a lso  to  th e  G a n g es, 
and h ad  rea ch ed  to  som e e x te n t  th e  “ K h o r d ” and  w ild er  tr ib es o f  S o u th ern  
an d  E a s te r n  H in d u  la n d s, th o u g h  th e  h ill  an d  fo rest h u n tin g  tr ib es  
h a d  n o t  so  f u l ly  rece iv e d  th is  iE th io p e a n -K u sh  cu ltu re  as th o  s e tt le d  
c u lt iv a t in g  n a tio n s , th e  T am il, T e lu g u , B a lin g , M alayalan , “ R a n a ta k a ”  
an d  o th e rs  o c c u p y in g  th e  c o a sts , th e  m o re  favored  co u n tr y . T h ey  as  
th e n  in s tr u c te d  b y  th e  “ iE th io p e a n ” K u sh  e a r ly  becam e sk ilfu l n a v ig a to r s ,  
ex p er ien ced  c  u lt iv a to r s , b u ild ers, an d  a r tificers, a n d  th e re  lo n g  b efo re  th o  
t im e s  th a t th e  A r y a n s  sep a ra ted  in to  fa c tio n s  and  a rran ged  an d  v en era ted  
th e  R ig -V e d  a n d  Z e n d -A v e s ta , an d  h a te d  each  other, an d  sep a ra ted  an d  
p a sse d  from  A ry a n a , th e  cra d le  o f  th e ir  tr ib e s . Som e en tered  In d ia , an d  
th e r e  fo u n d  th e  ea r lier  c iv iliz a tio n  o f  th e  D ra v id ia n s an d  o th ers, su ch  a s  
d esc r ib ed  in  th e  M a lia -B h a r a ta , th e  “ R a m a y a n a ”  and  other o ld  w ork s. S u c h  
as w ere  th e  c u lts , cu sto m s, r e lig io n s , la w s, arts, &c., of th o se  a n c ie n t  K h o n d s  
a n d  F o r e s t  tr ib e s , so  w e r e  th e  D ra v id ia n  p o rtio n  of th e  a n cesto rs  o f  th e  
A u str a lia n s , w h e n  th e y  le f t  In d ia , a n d  m a d e  th e ir  w a y  b y  w h a t are  n o w  

ch a in s o f  is la n d s , bufc w h ich  th e n  w ere  m o st ly  con n ected  b y  d ry  la n d  to  
th e  S tr a its  o f  S u n d a  or th e  C eleb ean  C h an n el, th e n  v ery  narrow . N o  w a ters , 
a t  th a t  t im e  to o  w id e for th e  fr a ile s t  c r a fts  a n d  canoes, p reven ted  th e ir  
r e a c h in g  N e w  G u in ea  an d  A u str a lia . B e y o n d  th e y  foun d  th e  w id er  w a ters  
b etw een  A u str a lia  an d  T asm an ia . A  v e r y  few  o f them  p assed  in  can oes  
from  A u str a lia  an  d  T a sm a n ia , w h ich  la tte r  isla n d  w as peop led  ch ie fly  
b y  th e  ear lier  P a p u a n  an d  th e  N ig r ito  ra ces . T h u s th e  T asm anian  n a tiv e s  
w ere  h y b r id s  o f  th e se  tw o  races, a n d  sh ow ed  litt le  ad m ixtu re w ith  th o  
D r a v id ia n s , a lth o u g h  a  l it t le  to o k  p lace , b y  canoes d rifted  from  S o u th e r n  
A u str a lia , soon  a fte r  th e  a rriva ls th e re  from  m ore northern p arts.

H a v in g  th u s  b rie fly  g la n ced  afc th e  E th n ic  e lem en ts co m p o sin g  th o  
A u stra lia n  a b o r ig in a ls , w e  can  easier  u n d ersta n d  w h at w e  find in  th e ir  
c u lts , cu sto m s, re lig io n , m y th s and  s im ila r  m atters . T h e r e lig io n  o f  t h e  
a b o r ig in a l A u str a lia n s  c o n s is ts  o f th e  v en era tio n  and ad oration  o f  c e r ta in  
g o d s  th a t  w ere  b ro u g h t in  th e  creed s o f  th e  D rav id ia n  p o rtio n  o f  th e ir  
a n c e s tr y ;  fo r  th e  P a p u a n  an d  N ig r ito  p o rtio n s o f  th e ir  forefa th ers h a d  
p o  r e lig io n , I n  a d d itio n  to  v en era tio n  o f  th e se  god s, th e y  w o rsh ip p ed



th e  sp ir its o f a n c ien tly  d eified  an cesto rs , and  o f  m o re  r e c e n t ly  d eified  a n c e s
tors, heroes and w ise  m en . E v e n  m ore th an  th e se  th r e e  c la sse s  o f g o d s, 

in c lu d in g  their  m akers, form ers, or con tro llers, in  th e  A ir , E arth , W a te r s , 
an d  F o rests , th ere  w as a fo u r th  c la ss, c o n s is tin g  o f  e v il  sp ir its  o f so r cerers , 
w izard s an d  o th er  e v illy  d isp o sed  m en  of form er  t im e s , w h o se  sp ir its  
a fter  d ea th  h ad  ad d ed  p ow er to  h a u n t, d is tr e ss , an d  afflict th e m  w ith  
d isea ses  or m isfo r tu n es , and  w h om  th e  liv in g  w iza rd s a n d  sorcerers co u ld  
c a u se  to  in j  ure th o se  th e y  w ere  d isp osed  to  harm  or d is tr e ss , an d  a s  
th e r e  w ere  sorcerers in  ev ery  tr ib e , m ore and  le s s  p o w erfu l, th e ir  sp e lls  
h a d  to  b e  m e t b y  certa in  ch a rm s o f o th er  sorcerers en g a g e d , an d  paid , for  
th a t  p u rp ose . A s  th e y  firm ly  b e lie v e d  th a t  no d ea th  or d isea se  e v e r  
h a p p en ed  w ith o u t sorcerers or w iza rd s can sed  it , th e r e  w as a  co n sta n t  
em p lo y m en t o f o th ers to  u ndo or  a v e n g e  th e  d ea th s an d  m a la d ies .

A s  th e  e v il sp ir its  are  feared  an d  th e  g o d s  and  g o o d  sp ir its  are  
n o t, m ore is  done to  p ro p itia te  th e  e v il  sp ir its  th a n  th e  o th e rs . T h u s h a s  
a r ise n  th e  error of th e  earlier  m issio n a r ie s an d  co lo n is ts  w h o  th o n g h t  
th e  n a tiv e s  h ad  no re lig io n  an d  d id  n o t w orsh ip  g o d s, b u t  o n ly  devils*  
T h e  rea l t r u th  w a s th a t  th e y  v en e r a te d  an d  ad ored  th e ir  g o d s an d  good  
sp ir its , an d  b y  n u m erou s m ea n s en d eavou red  to  se cu re  th e ir  fa v o rs, b y  
sa cred  r ite s  and  r e lig io u s  cerem o n ies , or in it ia to r y  o b serv a n ces, term ed  
“ B o ra ” or “ B oorah,” so th a t  ea ch  y o u n g  m an m ig h t  g r o w  u p  u n d er  th e ir  
p ro tec tio n  an d  a ss ista n ce . T o  secu re  i t  no food , o th e r  th a n  th a t  k in d  
ap p rop riated  for th e  in d iv id u a l a t certa in  a g es , w a s e v e r  e a te n , an d  each  k in d  
o f  ga m e w as h u n ted  an d  u sed  u n d er  w e ll ob served  sacred  r u l e s ; for fa ilin g  in  
w h ich ,[th e  goo d  sp ir its , &c., w o u ld  abandon  th e  m isd o er  to  th e  in ju r y  of e v il  
sp ir it s , an d  d isea se  an d  d ea th  w o u ld  fo llo w  th e reo n . T h e  A u str a lia n  term  
** B o-ra” for g o d ’s sacred  cerem o n ies or a n y  sacred  th in g s , is  th e  sam e term  
b y  th e  K h o n d s in  In d ia , w ith  w h om  “ B ora” s t i l l  s ta n d s  fo r  g o d  or sacred  
th in g s . K h o n d s a lso , l ik e  th e  A u str a lia n s , h a v e  th r ee  c la sse s  o f g o d s, as  
w e ll a s  th e  sp ir its  o f ev il. T h u s  each  of th e se  r e la te d  p eo p les, re ta in ed  
a fte r  a ll th e  cen tu r ies of se p aration , th e ir  superior , se c o n d a r y , te r t ia r y  “ B ora” 
o r  g o d s, an d  th e ir  e v il s p ir i t s ; a n d  a ca re fu l e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  p an th eo n s  
o f  th e  A u stra lia n s , th e  K h o n d s a n d  th e  o th e r  F o r e st  an d  H il l  tr ib es  o f  In d ia  
Bhows w h en  th e  separation  to o k  p la ce , w h a t th e y  h a v e  iu  com m on, an d  w hat 
th e y  h a v e  s in c e  a d d ed  from  th e  p eo p le  th e y  h a v e  s in c e  b een  in  co n ta c t w ith . 
T h e  h is to r y  an d  th e  pequence o f  th e  re lig io n s o f  In d ia  w o u ld  b e  in str u c 
t iv e  in  th is  con n ection , c o m m e n c in g  w ith  th e  H in d u  B ra h m a n ism  and  M aho
m ed a n ism  o f th e  p resen t tim es, th e  J a in  an d  S ik h  a n d  o th e r s , u n ti l  w e  reach  
b a ck  to  fche Y e d ic  r e lig io n  in  th e  N o r th -w e st  D is tr ic ts  a n d  th e  B u d d h istic  
cree d s in  th e  N o rth ern  and  C en tra l, n o t o n ly  th e  d o c tr in e s  th a t  G autam a  
th e  S a k y a  M u n i rev iv ed , b u t  th a t  ea r lier  B u d d h ism , th a t  th e  p re v io u s  B u d 
d h a s  h ad  ta u g h t  in  r e v iv a ls  a t  th e ir  a d v en ts , in  lo n g  an ter io r  cen tu r ie s . 
G a u ta m a  co rre c tly  m ain ta in ed , th a t  h e  w as n o t in v e n t in g  b u t o n ly  r e v iv in g  
th e  p u rer  m ora lity  a n d  r e lig io n  o f h is  p red ecesso r s, w h ic h  h a d  d e g e n e 
ra ted  a n d  w as g r o s s ly  m a te r ia liz e d  in  th o  t im e s  b efo re  h e  ren ou n ced  
h is  e a r th ly  k in g d o m  an d  se t'a b o u t  i t s  reform  a b o u t 600 y e a r s  B . C. H o w  
g o o d  th is  sy s te m  o f m o ra lity , p h ilo so p h y  an d  r e lig io n  w as w h ic h  th e  p re
c e d in g  B u d d h a s ta u g h t  so  m a n y  cen tu r ie s  b efo re  G au tam a, a n d  w h ich  
h e  for o v er  fo r ty  y ea rs  la b o u red  for , p rea ch ed  o f  and  ta u g h t , m a y  be ju d g e d  
b y  th e  fra g m e n ts  th a t  h a v e  reach ed  o u r t im es, m in g le d  w ith  th e  fa lla c ie s  o f 
le s s  p e r fe c t  tr u th s , an d  o f  w h ic h  a ll c o m p e te n t to  ju d g e  a g r e e  th a t  n o th in g  bo 

p erfec t  an d  w o rth y  h a s  b een  a d v a n ced  b y  a n y  o th e r  m o ra l or  r e lig io u s  teachex^

W h a t th e  ea r lier  c u lt  w as, is  sh ow n  b y  th e  k n o w led g e  now  b e in g  re
d iscovered  of th e  “ E th io p e a n s” o f  th e  b an k s o f  th e  In d u s and th e  c o a s ts  
a t its  m o u th ; n ow  “ C u tch ,” w h ere  th e  ch ie f  em poria  o f th e  “ K u sh ,” a  
branch o f  th is  E th io p e a n  race, w ere  s itu a te d , a n o th er  branch, th e  B e n i-A d , 
w as in  S o u th ern  A rab ia . O ther b ran ch es o f  th is  race ex ten d ed  o v er  
th e  w hole o f th e  K u sh a  D w ip a  o f th e  S a n sk r it  w riters . T h rou gh  a ll th is  
v a st  reg ion , e sp e c ia lly  rou n d  th e  P ersia n  G u lf  an d  th e  In d ian  O cean (v id e  
m y w r itin g s) , th e se  m o st a n cien t o f c iv iliz e d  ra ces ta u g h t  their re lig io n . I t  
w as th e  o r ig in a l G on u  o f  th e  “ R e su rrec tio n ,” &c. &c. &c., “ th e  S erp en t,”  
u T yp e o f L ife ,” “ T h e  W a ter  o f L ife ,” “ T h e  S eco n d  B irth ,” “ T he S ou l S p ir it  
an d  V ita l p r in c ip le  in  M an,” &c. T h is  g r e a t E m p ire  o f th e  ^E thiopean K u sh -  
A d  R ace, ca lled  b y  th e  A ryan  w r iters  “ K u sh a  D w ip a ,” w as ca lled  b y  th e  
G reek  w riters th e  “ T ita n  E m p ire ,” an d  b y  th e  B ab y lon ian s and C h ald ean s  
“ A -a t-la” and  “E la m ,” or “ th e  lan d  or re g io n  o f th e  g o d s ,” “ th e  crad le o f th e  
g o d s an d  c iv iliz a tio n .” T h e em p ire  o f th e se  “ K u s h ” E th iop ean s e x ten d ed  
from  M eru (= M e r u )  in  h ig h  A s ia  to  Meroe (= M e r u )  on  th e  U p p er  N ile ,  an d  
from  th e  In d ia n  O cean  to  th e  M ed iterran ean , a n d  o v er  th is  v a s t  r e g io n  
th e y  ta u g h t  th e ir  r e lig io n , th e ir  m orals an d  th e ir  cu ltu res. In  o ld  In d ia , 
b etw een  n in e  an d  five  th o u sa n d  yea rs B . C., as d isen tom b ed  records p rove, 
th is  k n o w led g e  w a s r e v iv e d  b y  sev era l su c c e e d in g  B u d d h as, th e  la s t  o f  
w h om  wad G au tam a, th e  S a k y a m u n i o f K a p ila -V a stu . O f su ch  te a c h in g s  
w ere th e  re lig io n s , th e  so c ia l sy s tem , th e  m o ra litie s  o f  the a n c ien t In d ia n s .  
A lth o u g h  in  th e  fo r e st  and w ild er  tr ib es th e y  o n ly  bore a fa in t  resem 
b la n ce  to  w h a t th e  m ore c iv iliz e d  D ra v id ia n s h a d  a tta in ed  to, y e t  th e  m o st  
b arbarous h ad  im b ib ed  som e o f th e se  c u l t s ; th e re fo re  .w hen In d ia n  an cesto rs  
of th e  A u stra lia n  dark  p eop le  p a ssed  th r o u g h  th e  eastern  is la n d s an d  e v e n 
tu a lly  reach ed  A u str a lia , th e y  carried  w ith  th em  th e se  cu lts  and sy s te m s , and  
w e th u s  p erce iv e  h o w  i t  is  th a t  w e a ga iu  find  in  A u str a lia n  tr ib es, so c ia l s y s 
tem s sim ila r  to  th o se  o f  a n c ien t In d ia .

I n  A u stra lia  an d  in  M elan esia  w e find th e  sam e god s, th e  a n cestra l sp ir its  
sim ilar, th e  re la tio n sh ip  b y  b lood  an d  b y  m a rr ia g e  id en tica l, th e  so c ia l  
la w s  and s y s t e m  co p ied  from  th e  o r ig in a ls  a lik e , a stron om y an d  a str o lo g y  
th e  sam e, th e  tr'ee, serp en t and  resu rrectio n  m y th s  a s  am ong th e  w ild  In d ia n  
t r ib e s ; th is  b e in g  so , w h ere  th e se  n ow  d is ta n tly  separated  p eop les h a v e  
esca p ed  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  o th er  creed s or  c iv iliz a tio n s . I n  A u str a lia  as in  
E g y p t  an d  o ld est  In d ia , th e y  u se  th e  a n c ien t p ro jectiles  (th e  B oom eran g  
o f th e  C o lon y), th e  le v e r  p ro jected  spear, a n d  th e  p o in ted  p ro jectile  c lu b , 
th e  p ecu lia r  n arrow  sh ie ld , suoh a s w e  find  ca rv ed  on  E g y p tia n  B a b y lo n i
a n  an d  o ld  In d ia n  ta b le ts  and  stotaes, w h ile  in  ea ch  o f those p laces th e  E v il  
E y e  and  sorcery  w ere b e liev ed  in , an d  in  each  la n d  th e  “ red-hand” im p ressed  
or p a in ted  w as th e  sy m b o l or  s ig n  of th is  en ch a n tm en t. T heir g ro u p in g  o f  
th e  sta rs an d  c o n ste lla tio n s  w ere  th e  sa m e in  a ll th e se  lands ; th e  g o d s o f  
ea rth , air, w aters, th e  fo rest, &c., h ad  th e  sam e a ttr ib u tes and w ere p ro p itia ted  
in  s im ila r  m a n n ers. T h e  sacred  red  th read  o f th e  In d ia n s w as p resen ted  to  th o  
A u str a lia n  n a tiv e  an d  w orn  b y  h im  on  h is  head , or on h is body, in  s im ila r  
form s ; th e  sacred  red -o ch re  an d  g rea se , th e  W il-g h e e  o f A u str a lia n s , w ith  
w h ic h  th e y  p a in t  th e m se lv e s  before  th e ir  sacred  r ite s , is  u sed  fo r  th e  sam e  
p u rp o ses  a n d  w ith  th e  sam e n am es, b y  In d ia n  fo r e st  tribes. T h e crow  a n d  
h a w k  as s ig n s  o f goo d  or e v il p ro g n o stica tio n s in  A u str a lia  an d  in  In d ia , a n d  
th e  P h a llic  sy m b o ls an d  r ites , are th e  sam e in  b o th  cou n tr ies. P o ly a n d ria  an d  

P o ly g a m ia  are co n tro lled  b y  sim ilar tr ib a l la w s ia  e ith er  c o u n tr y ; th e  rela**



tio n sh ip s  th rou gh  th e  m o th er  aro in  both  p eo p les n ot o n ly  t lie  sam e, b u t bear  
th e  sam e term s, th e  gram m ar o f D ra v id ia n s  and  of A u stra lia n  la n g u a g es  is 
th e  sam e, an d  th e  d ia lec ts  o fte n  a lik e, th e  pron ou n s g en e r a lly  th e  sam e. T h e  
m ark in g s, ca rv in g s an d  p a in tin g s  on  th e  trees , ro ck s, im p lem en ts, a n d  th e ir  
b od ies, are a lik e  in  both  co u n tr ie s  (v id e  m y  w r it in g s  th ereon ).

T h e  A u str a lia n  W a rra g a l an d  th e  In d ia n  w ild  d o g  are sp ec ifica lly  th e  
sam e. T h is  d og  is  th e  o n ly  q u ad ru ped  in  A u str a lia  th a t is  n o t a  m a rs u p ia l  
(p rev io u s to  tb e  co lo n iza tio n  b y  th e  W h ite s) . T he sacred  dan ces, tb e  in it ia 
tio n  r ite s  o f  A u str a lia n s  a re  th o se  o f  a n c ien t In d ia n s. T he b u ria l cere
m o n ie s o f  A u stra lia n  b la ck s w ere  cop ied  from  th o se  o f  an cien t In d ia  
a n d  th e  E th io p ea n s. T h e  B u d li-ch u -r i (or P u d -ch u -r i o f  o th er  d ia lects , 
th e  P itc h e r e e  of th e  W h ite s  D u b o isia -o p ) is  taken  to  a c t  lik e  th e  C annibar  
In d ic a  o f  th e  H in d u s an d  o th e r  E a ste rn s . M etem p sy ch o sis  is  b e liev ed  
in  b y  th e  A u stra lia n s  a s b y  th o se  in  A s ia . T h e  a n c ie n t so n g s  now  
s u n g  b y  A u stra lia n  tr ib e s  o v er  1,500 m ile s  o f co u n tr y  a r e 1 n ot ch a n g ed  
b y  a ll th e  v a r y in g  d ia le c ts  o v er  th e se  d ista n ces , so  th a t on e verso  
ca u se s  th e  e ld ers to  ta k e  i t  up  an d  co n tin u e  it  in  e x a c t ly  th e  p roper  
w ord s, a lth o u g h  th e y  h a v e  lo s t  th e ir  m ea n in g  a n d  ca n n o t tra n sla te  
th em . T rad ition s ta u g h t  to  th e  in it ia te s  by th e  “ K u r a ji” (w ise  m e n =  
learn ed  on es) show  th e  r o u te  o f  th e  D ra v id ia n  a n cesto rs from  N e w  G u in ea  
to  a ll p arts of A u str a lia  an d  b efo re  th e y  reach ed  N e w  G u in ea  p a ss in g  from  
H in d u s ta n  th r o u g h  th e  E a s te r n  Is la n d s . T h e  T o tem ic  tr ib a l su b -d iv is io n s  
are lik e  tjio se  of A s ia . T h e  A u stra lia n s se n d  p ieces o f w ood  ( = t h e  m essa g e  
Stick) c u t  w ith  m arks w h ic h  c o n v ey  m essa g es  from  one tr ib e  to  another , and  
th e  h era ld s w ho ca rry  th e se  th r o u g h  h o st ile  tr ib es are  n ev er  m o lested  b e 
c a u se  o f th e  in s ig n ia  m a rk ed  u p on  them  an d  th e ir  h ea d  b a n d s. T he A u str a 
lia n s  te leg ra p h  and s ig n a l b y  sm o k es m a d e  to  a scen d  fro m  H il l  to p s in  p ecu 
lia r  w a y s , as do p eop les in  A s ia .

W e m ig h t go  on  a d d in g  fro m  our n o te s an d  c o llec tio n s  h u n d r ed s o f s im i
la r it ie s  d id  sp ace  p erm it; b u t  a w a it in g  a n o th er  o p p o rtu n ity , w e  m erely  add in  
th is  ra p id  sk e tc h  th a t  i t  is  rem ark ab le  th a t  so  m u ch  sh o u ld  h a v e  been  p reser
v e d  d u r in g  th e  lo n g  a g e s  s in c e  th e  se p a r a tio n  o f th e  a n c e s to r s  o f  th e  F o r e st  
In d ia n s  a n d  A u s tr a l ia n s ; so  th a t  a lth o u g h  th e y  are co m p elled  b y  sacred  
b e lie fs  to  c h a n g e  m u ch  of th e ir  vo ca b u la r ies , an d  co n se q u e n tly  th e ir  d ia lects  
se em  d ifferen t to  a  b e g in n e r  s tu d y in g  or c o lle c t in g  th e ir  m odes o f tr ib a l 
sp ee ch , y e t  fu ller  s tu d y  b r in g s  o u t  th a t  th e  e ld ers  an d  w ise  m en  reta in  and  
fceacb to  th o se  th e y  deem  w o rth y , th e  sam e th in g s  in  th e ir  re lig io n , so c ia l 
sy s te m , la w s, m y th s , &c., a s th e ir  p red ecesso rs b ro u g h t from  In d ia ;  th a t  
fu r th e r  b a ck  s t i l l  th e ir  peop le h ad  acq u ired  it  from  th e  “ K u sh ” E th io p e a n s” 
a s tea ch ers , m a n y  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  b efore  th e  C h r istia n  era . T h u s T h eo so p h y  
co rrob orated  by th e  c u lts  o f  th e  p eo p les  o f  th e  p ast, w i l l  i llu m in a te  m uch  
th a t  is  o b scu re  in  th e  p resen t, a n d  it s  w o r th ie s t  fo llo w ers  m u st  w ork u n til  
th e y  h a v e  d isen to m b ed  fro m  th e  m o u n d s o f b u r ied  c it ie s , fa c ts  w h ich  are  
r e m n a n ts  o f  th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th o se  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  m a ste r s  w h o  “ d w e lt  ia  
th e  la n d  o f  th e  g o d s a n d  p o sse sse d  th e ir  w isd o m .”

A . C a r r o l l ,  a .  m., m, d .

THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC.

IT  m av  1x3 k n o w n  to  th e  r e a d e r s  of th e  T h e o so p h is t, a n d  s tu d e n ts  

o f  T h e o s o p h y  g e n e r a l ly , th a t  th e  w o r d s  b u n  an d  M o o n  h a v e  a  fa r  

d e e p e r  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  a n c ie n t  m e ta p h y s ic a l w r it in g s  th a n  th e y  h a v e  
in  a s tr o n o m y . T h e  su n  is  th e  lo rd  o f  D a y , th e  m oon  is  th e  lo rd  o f  
N ig h t ,  a re  p h r a se s  o f te n t im e s  m e t  w ith  in  th e  P u r a n a s ;  b u t  u n le ss  t h e  
s ta te m e n t  is  ta k e n  in  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l  s p ir it ,  i t  is  o fte n  d iff ic u lt  t o  

u n d e r s ta n d  th e  a p p o s ite n e s s  o f  th e  s e n te n c e . I n  th e  o p in io n  o f  a n c ie n t  

th in k e r s , th e  s u n  a u d  m o o n  aro  th e  c o s m ic  p r in c ip le s  o f  l ig h t  a n d  

d a r k n e ss , m a le  a n d  fe m a le , s p ir it  a n d  m a tte r . T h e  su n  i s  th e r e fo r o  

th e  p a th  o f  t h e  Y o g e e s  w h o  w a n t  to  g e t  b e y o n d  c o n d itio n e d  e x is te n c e  ; 
th e  m oon  is  th e  p a th  o f  K a r m a -Y o g e e s , w h o s e  e ffo r t  l ie s  in  th e  d ir e c 

t io n  o f  K a r m a , o r  w h o  g e n e r a te  K a r m a  to  a d ju s t  th e ir  e a r th ly  c o n 

d it io n s  to  s u i t  th e ir  in d iv id u a l a sp ir a t io n s . T h e  m o o n  is  t h e  s p ir it  o f  

b o n d a g e  a n d  m a tte r , w h i le  th e  su n  is  th e  s p ir i t  o f  d e s tr u c t io n  an d  l ib e r t y .  

T h e se  tw o  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  s u n  a n d  th e  m o o n , sp ir it  a n d  m a tte r , a r e  

in te r tw in e d  l ik e  s e r p e n ts  w it h  e a c h  o th e r  in  in f in ite  e v i l s  a n d  fo rm  t h o  

manifested c o sm o s . T h e y  a r e  tw o  a sp e c ts  o f t h e  n a m e le ss  T h a t ;  e a c h  
absolutely n e c e s sa r y  fo r  th e  o th e r , t h a t  m a n if e s ta t io n  m a y  r e s u lt .  W h e n  

i t  is  sa id  “  in f in ite  c o i l s ,” c o ils  w it h in  c o ils  m u s t  b e  u n d e r sto o d , so  th a t  a n  
u n r a v e l l in g  o f  t h e s e  c o i l s  m a y  be p o s s ib le  on  b ro a d  g e n e r a l p r in c ip le s .  

T h e  so u u d  O m  is  a  k e y  fo r  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  c o sm ic  m y s te r ie s  

accepted th r o u g h o u t  a l l  th e  E a s t .  O m  is  A  +  u +  m + |  m a tr a  o f  
s i le n c e . A  is  th e  to n e  o f N a tu r e  in  m a n ife s ta t io n  an d  m i s  th e  d e v a  

a sp e c t , a n d  is  in e x p r e s s ib le  to  m e n  w ith o n t  a  v o w e l. U  is  th e  c r it ic a l  

s ta te  or  t h e  s ta t e  th r o u g h  w h ic h  a  d e v a  e s s e n c e  m u s t  p a ss  b e fo r e  i t  

ca n  m a n ife s t  i t s e l f  a s  M . U  is  th e r e fo r e  th e  d r e a m i D g  co n sc io u sn e ss , th o  

fo r c e  m a tte r , th e  f ie ld  o f  Y a g u a  o r  sa c r if ic e  or  tra n sfo r m a tio n , t h a  

Y a ju r  V e d a  a m o n g  t h e  V e d a s . T h e  h a l f  a  m a tr a  o f  s i le n c e  i s  t h e  t im e  

o f  r e s t  o r  th e  t im o  w h e n  b r e a th  is  g a th e r e d  fo r  a n o th e r  p r o n u n c ia t io n  

o f  O m , a n d  i t  c o r r e sp o n d s  to  th e  u n m a n if e s t e d  lo g o s , th e  N a r a y a n a , t h e  

u n iv e r s a l  P u r u s h a  w h o s e  b r e a th  is  a l l  th is .

T h is  O m  i s  t h e  k e y  n se d  b y  S u b b a  R o w  in  h is  G ita  le c tu r e s ,  
w h ic h  i t  i s  so m e t im e s  th o u g h t  i s  d if fe r e n t  fr o m  th e  k e y  u se d  b y

H . P* B .,  t h e  k e y  o f  s e v e n . 7 is  tw ic e  3 | ,  a n d  i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  d o u b le  
s e r p e n t  c o ile d  t o g e th e r  in  3 J  c o i ls .  W h a t  H .  P . B . ta u g h t , b e in g  t h a  

S e c r e t  D o c tr in e  o r  t h e  th r e a d  d o c tr in e , s h e  d id  n o t  h o ld  to  o n e  se rp en t, b u t  
p la c e d  h e r s e lf  o n  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  a x is  o f  th e  c o il ,  o r  th e  sp a ce  b e tw e e n  t h a  

m o u th s , a n d  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  m a n ife s ta t io n  a s  a  d o u b le  tr ia n g le , w it h  a  

c e n tr a l  p o in t  c o m m o n  to  b o th  tr ia n g le s , t h e  su n  an d  th e  m o o n . There-*  

fo r e  o u r  th e o s o p h ic a l  c la s s if ic a t io n  o f  th e  s e v e n  p r in c ip le s  in  m a n  a l lo w s  

th r e e  p r in c ip le s , th e  lo w e r  t r in ity ,  to  th e  m o o n  ; an d  th r e e  p r in c ip le s ,  
th e  h ig h e r  t r in it y ,  to  th e  su n  ; an d  o n e  c o n n e c t in g  p r in c ip le  K a m a -r u p a ,  

w h ic h  is  th e  c r e a t iv e  fire o f  th e  lo g o s , a n d  is  a t  th e  sa m e t im e  th e  p a s s io n  

o f  m a n . W e  th e r e fo r e  g e t  a  g lim p s e  in to  3  a n d  7 , bu t th e  q n e st io n  c o m e s  
w h a t  is  m e a n t  b y  th e  s ig n s  o f  th e  z o d ia c  s e r v in g  a s  th e  fie ld  or  th e  la n d 
m a r k s  o f  e v o lu t io n  ? T h is  p ap er i s  to sh o w  th a t  th e  tw e lv e  s ig n s  a re  a lso
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a n o th e r  a sp e c t o f  O m . O u r  r e a d e r s  m a y  re m e m b e r  th e  p o in ts  m e n t io n e d  

b y  T . S u b b a  R o w  in  h is  a r t ic le  “  T h e  S ig n s  o f  th e  Z o d ia c .” H e  sa id  
th a t  m a n y  a re  th e  m e a n in g s , a n d  th a t  w h a t  h e  s a id  w a s  o n ly  a  sm a ll f r a c 
t io n  th e r e o f . T h e  fo l lo w in g  t h o u g h t s  a re , I  th in k , a n o th e r  f r a c t io n .  

T h e  so u n d  O m  m u s t  s y m b o liz e  o r  m u s t  c o n ta in  in  i t s e l f  a l l  t h e s e  12  
s i g n s ; o th e r w ise  n o  h a r m o n y  c a u  b e  p e r c e iv e d  b e tw e e n  1 2  s ig n s  a n d  

t h e  3  m a tr a s  o f  O m , a s  is  p e r c e iv e d  b e tw e e n  O m  a n d  th e  7 p r in c ip le s  
e n u n c ia te d  ia  T h e o s o p h ic a l w r it in g s .

M e sh a  1— A .

T h e  a b o v e  fig u r e  h a s  th o  S a n s k r i t  n a m e s  o f  t h e  1 2  s ig n s  

N u m b e r e d  c o n s e c u t iv e ly .  T h e  e n t ir e  f ig u r e  m a y  b e  t a k e n  a s  a  k in d  

o f  R a s ic h a k r a , o r  th e  f ie ld  o f  e v o lu t io n ,  o r  t h e  m y s t i c  s y l la b le  O m . 

T h e  u p p e r  t r ia n g le  i s  t h e  a b s o lu t e  t r ia n g le  o r  t h a t  w h ic h  n e v e r  

c h a n g e s ,  th o u g h  th e  c o s m o s  i s  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  r e fo r m e d  a  m ill io n  

t im e s .  I t  i s  th e  P a r a  a s p e c t  o f  O m  o r  O m  o n  t h e  u n m a n if e s t e d  m a tr a  

b f s i le n c e .  T h e  n e x t  lo w e r  l in e  c o n t a in in g  n u m b e r s  11  a n d  3  i s  O m  in  

i t s  P a s y a n t i  a sp e c t, o r  O m  m a n if e s te d  o n  i t s  m a tr a  m  a s  a  b a s e , o r  th e  

S u s h u p t i  c o n d it io n  o f  t h e  c o sm o s . T h e  n e x t  l in e  c o n t a in in g  N o s .  1 0  a n d  

4  is  th e  M a d h a y a m a  c o n d it io n  o f  t h e  O m , o r  O m  m a n if e s te d  o n  i t s  
m a tra  u a s  th e  b a se . T h e  n e x t  lo w e r  l in e  c o n t a in in g  N o s .  9  a n d  5  is  O m  

m a n ife s te d  o n  th e  V a ik h a r i c o n d it io n ,  o r  O m  m a n ife s te d  o n  i t s  m a tr a  

o f  A  as th o  b a se ; or  th e  J a g r a t  c o n d it io n  o f  th o  c o s m o s . T h e s o  th r e o

lin o s  aro  w h a t  a r e  c a lle d  S n tr a tm a , H ir a n y a g a r b h a , a n d  B r a h m a .  

T h e  lo w e r  t r ia n g le  c o n ta in in g  N o s . 6 , 7, 8  i s  t h e  J a m b u  d w ip a  o f  o u r  

P u r a n a s , an d  a  m o st  im p o r ta n t  t r ia n g le , fo r  i t  is  th e  f ie ld  o f  K a r m a  a n d  

sa c r ific e . I t  is  t h e  M o u n ta in  M eru  o n  w h ic h  B r a h m a  h o ld s  b is  c o u n c i l .  
T h is  B r a h m a  h a s  fo u r  fa c e s  c o r r e sp o n d in g  to  th e  fo u r  m a tra s  o f  O m , 

a n d  is  th e  V e d a -P u r u s h a , w h o s e  b o d y  i s  o u r  w o r ld . F o r  d i s t in c t iv e 

n ess , h e  m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  d is t in c t  f r o m  B r a h m a  o f  J a g r a t  c o n 

d itio n . J a m b u  d w ip a  is  t h e r e fo r e  th e  e p ito m e  o f  O m , an d  c o n ta in s  th e  
th r e e  lo k a s  o f  B h u , B h u v a r  a n d  S u v a r . I t  i3  t h e  S o u th  P o le  o f  N a tu r e .  
I t  m a y  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  T . S u b b a  R o w  a n d  H ,  P .  B . ta lk e d  o f  

o n ly  te n  s ig n s  o f  th e  z o d ia c , a n d  a ls o  o f  t h e  s ig n  T u la  o r  L ib r a  b e in g  

p u t  in  th e  m id d le  o f  V ir g o -S c o r p io . I t  i s  b e c a u s e  th e  th r e e  s ig n s  a r e  

th r e e  in  o n e  fo r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  m a n if e s ta t io n  s e e k in g  to  e x p r e s s  t h e  

th r e e  m a tr a s  o f  O m , t h a t  t h e  s ig n s  a llo w  o f  n o  se p a r a te  v ie w . I t  i s  

th e  p h y s ic a l  b o d y  w i t h  i t s  s e n s u o u s  t h o u g h t  s u s ta in e d  b y  d e s ir e .

T w e lv e  n a m e s  a r e  d a i ly  r e c ite d  b y  B r a h m in s  in  th e ir  m o r n in g  

a n d  e v e n i n g  p r a y e r s ,— n a m e s  w h ic h  c o n ta in  a  w o r ld  o f  m e ta p h y s ic a l  

id e a s , a n d  w h ic h  a r e  c o n n e c te d  w it h  t h e  z o d ia c a l  s ig n s .  I t  is  n o t  o p e n ly  

sa id  th a t  th e  n a m e s a r e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  t h e  s ig n s ,  b u t  i t  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e r 

e d  th a t  in  S a n s k r i t  w r i t in g s ,  n o th in g  i s  s a id  a b o u t  th e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  
id e a s  o f  t h e s e  s ig n s ,  a n d  t h a t  th e y  a r e  k n o w n , o n ly  a s  d iv is io n s  o f  t h e  

h e a v e n ly  c ir c le  o f  3 6 0  d e g r e e s . O n r  H in d u  b r o th e r s  w i l l  a t  o n c e  r e c o l

le c t  th e  n a m e s  K e s a v a , N a r a y a n a , M a d h a v a , G o v in d u , V is h n u , M a d liu -  

S a d a n a , T r i v i k r a m a ,  V a m a n a , S r id h a r a , H r is h e e k a s a ,  P a d m a n a b h a ,  

D a m o d a r a . T h e s e  a r e  th e  n a m e s  w h ic h  th e  d e ity  g e t s  a s  h is  d iv in e  

e s se n c e , a n d  a c t io n  p a s s in g  fr o m  s ig n  to  s ig n  in  t h e  e v o lu t io n  a n d  in v o lu 

t io n  o f  th e  co sm o s . T h e y  se e m  to  b e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  s ig n s  in  th e ir  

p r o p e r  o rd er . W e  s h a l l  n o w  e x p la in  t h e  m e a n in g s  o f  th o s e  n a m e s . T h e s e  

n a m e s  a re  a ll  t h e  n a m e s  o f  V is h n u  in  I n d ia — th e  P r e se r v e r . T h e  f ir s t  

n a m e  K e s a v a  m e a n s  h e  w h o  s u s ta in s  K a  +  I s a  o r  B r a h m a  a n d  R u d r a ,  
B r a h m a  m e a n in g  th e  c r e a t iv e  p o w e r , a n d  R u d r a , th e  d e s t r o y in g  p o w e r .  

K e s a v a  i s  th e  T h a t  o f  th e  V e d a s ,  th e  u n c r e a te d  a n d  in d e s tr u c t ib le  r o o t
0 f a l l__ h e  w h o s e  e x h a la t io n  i s  th e  B r a h m ic  a sp e c t , a n d  in h a la t io n  t h e

R u d r a ic  a sp e c t, o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e . K e s a v a  is  th e r e fo r e  th e  A v y a k ta  o f  th e  

S a n k h y a s . I t  i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  su n -m o o n  o r  d a y -n ig h t .  W h e n  th e r e fo r e  
t h e  P r a ja p a t i, th e  r u l in g  fo r c e  o f  t b e y  ear , c o m e s  to  th e  s ig n  o f  t h e  

K e s a v a , th e  s u n  a n d  m o o n , t h e  lo r d s  o f  d a y  a n d  n ig h t ,  g e t  eq u a l sh a r e s  

o f  th e ir  c o m m o n  p r o p e r ty  t h e  d a y . T h e  su n  g e t s  h is  le g it im a te  p a r t  

a n d  th e  m o o n  a lso . W h e n  th e r e fo r e  t h e  su n  p a sse s  to  th e  s ig n  A r ie s ,  

t h e  t im e  is  a  h o ly  o n e . L e t  th e  in i t ia l  im p u ls e  o f  th e  n e w  y e a r  w it n e s s  
c h a r ity  a n d  p u r ity  o n  e a r th . S o  n u r tu r e d , i t  w i l l  b ear h a r v e s t  o f  th a t  

k in d . S u c h  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  sp ir it  o f  a n c ie n t  H in d u  le g is la t io n .
T h e r e  is  a n o th e r  m e a n in g  o f  th e  w o rd  K e s a v a . T h e  o ft-q u o te d  S lo k a  

“ b e c a u se  a l l  a sp e c ts  in  m a n ife s ta t io n  are  m y  p a r ts  or K e sa s , th e r e fo r e ,  
t h e  O m n i-w ise  c a l l  m e  K e s a v a .” K e s a v a  i s  th e r e fo r e  th e  spirifc o f  

sa c r if ic e , t h e  sh e e p  c o n ta in in g  p a r ts  to  b e  o ffered  to  a ll  d e v a s  iu  

sa c r if ic ia l  c e r e m o n ie s . T h e  sh e e p  i s  t h e  a n im a l o n  w h ic h  r id e s



th e  G od  or  sp ir it  o f  fire, th o  e te r n a l lord  a n d  h ea d  p r ie s t  o f  sa c r if ic e .  
K e s a v a  is  th c  e te r n a l u n m a n ife s te d  tire o f  th e  u n iv e r sa l  sa c r if ic ia l  cc're- 

m o n y . S h e e p  a r e  su p p o s e d  to  e a t  a n d  d ig e s t  a ll  so r ts  o f  le a v e s , w h ile  

O ther h e r b iv o r o u s  a n im a ls  e a t  so m e  le a v e s  a n d  n o t  o th e r s . K e sa v a  

i s  th u s  th e  im p a r tia l sp ir it  o f  th e  u n iv e r se , c o n t a in in g  in  h im s e lf  a l l  

g e r m s  o f  g o o d  a n d  e v i l  in  t h i s  w o r ld  o f r e la t iv i ty .  H e  i s  th e  e t e r n a l  

id e a  o f  th e  co sm o s , d iffe r in g  fr o m  th e  n e x t  n a m e — th e  N a r a y a n a  o f  tho  

s ig n  T a u r u s , o n ly  a s a n  id e a  d if fe r s  fro m  t h e  id e a t io n  o f  t h a t  id ea .

N a r a y a n a , th e  se c o n d  n a m e , is  th e r e fo r e  th e  u n iv e r sa l  id e a t io n —  

t h e  P u r u s h o tta m a , th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  P ix r u sh a s— th e  e v e r -u n m a n if e s t e d  
lo g o s ,  t h e  w ord  w h ic h  w a s  iu  th e  b e g in n in g  a n d  th e r e fo r e  e v e r  u n sp o k e n . 

H e  i s  t h e  e te r n a l H a m s a , th e  “ I  a m  h e ” o f  th e  u n iv e r s e .  H e  is  th e  
P a r a m a tm a  w h o se  l ig h t  m a n ife s te d  is  th e  J iv a  in  th e  m a n ife s te d  w o r ld , a s  

i s  sa id  b y  S r i-K r is h n a  in  B h a g a v a t  G ita  ( v id e  S a n k a r a ’s  C o m m e n ta r y  

o n  t h e  S lo k a ) .  S in c e  h e  is  th e  s ig n  o f  th e  b u ll ,  h e  is  th e  c o s m ic  in c u b a 

to r  o f  th e  u n sp o k e n  m a tr a  o f  O m . I t  m u s t  n o t  b e  fo r g o t t e n  th a t  th o  

c o w  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  fe m a le  a s p e c t  o f  th e  m a n if e s te d  w o r ld . S h e  i s  th e  

a g e n c y  th r o u g h  w h o m  w e  g e t  th e  e l ix ir  o f  e a r th  th e  m i lk ,  th e  t y p ic a l  

fo o d , th e  lu n a r  e s s e n c e  b y  w h ic h  th e  b o d y  o f  m a n  is  s u s ta in e d . T h e  

e n t ir e  c o sm o s  is  su s ta in e d  b y  t h e  sa m e  lu n a r  e s se n c e , t h e  u n iv e r s a l ly  

d iffu se d  p r in c ip le  o f  w a te r , w h ic h  e x i s t s  p o te n t ia l ly  in  t b e  P a r a m 

a tm a . N a r a y a n a , b e in g  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  s ig n  M e e n a m  o n  th e  l e f t  

B ide, a  w a te r y  s ig n  o n  t h e  u n s p o k e n  p la n e ,  h e  is  th e  f ir s t  f ish  t h a t  

p lu n g e d  in to  th e  w a te r s  to  r e c la im  th e  lo s t  V e d a s .  W h y  sh o u ld  h e  g o  fo r  

t h e  V e d a s  ? B e c a u s e  i t  w a s  th e  d a w n  o f  m a n if e s ta t io n ,  a n d  h o w  c o u ld  

t h e  c o s m o s  b e  c r e a te d  o r  s p o k e n  w ith o u t  a  w o rd  to  sp e a k  p T h e  w o rd  

i s  th e  V e d a . H a v in g  g a in e d  th e  V e d a s ,  h e  is  th e  b u ll, th o  O m , th o  

k e y  w h o s e  tu r n in g s  sp e a k  th e  V e d a s ,  t h e  m a le  w h o se  id e a t io n  c r e a te s  

o r  e v o lv e s  t h e  V e d ic  c o w  o r  th e  o b je c t , a n d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  s u s ta in s  i t  a s  

t h e  s u b j e c t  or  c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  e g o is m . H e  i s  th e r e fo r e  V r is h a b lia m  

o r  t h e  f ie ld  o f  a l l  lu m in a r ie s  ( V r is h a b h a m ) . H e  i s  th e  u lt im a tu m  

o f  h u m a n  e v o lu t io n ,  th c  f ie ld , t h e  p la n e  o n  w h ic h  th e  h ig h e s t  s p ir itu a l  

fa c to r s  o f  m e n  a r e  e v o lv in g . N o  n e e d  to  f ig h t  a b o u t  t h e  q u e s t io n  

w h e t h e r  N a r a y a n a  i s  J iv a t m a  or  P a r a m a tm a . T h e  P u r a n ic  w r ite r s  

a n d  a l l  Y o g is  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e r  h im  a s  P a r a m a tm a , t h o u g h  S u b b a  

R o w  w r o te  in  h is  a r t ic le , t h a t  a s a n  A d w a ite e  h e  w o u ld  c o n s id e r  N a r a 

y a n a  a s  J iv a tm a , t h o u g h  t h e  V a is h n a v i t e s  w o u ld  fr o w n  a t  b is  s t a t e 

m e n t . I  th in k  h e  o n ly  w a n te d  m e n  to  th in k , fo r  in  h is  le c tu r e s , h e  

c o n s id e r e d  th a t  th e  P a r a m a tm a  o f  t h e  A d w a i t e e s — th is  P a r a b r a h m — w a s  

n o  k in d  o f  A t m a .  I f  P a r a m a tm a  m e a n s  t h e  o n e  s y n t h e t ic  e g o  o f  t lio  

c o sm o s , t h e n  i t  i s  N a r a y a n a  t h a n  w h o m  t h e  P o u r a n ik a s  c la im  th e r e  is  

n o th in g  h ig h e r .  P a r a b r a h m , t h e  h ig h e r ,  c a n  o n iy  be c o n s id e r e d  a s  th e  
s le e p in g  g r o u n d  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l  e g o .

W e  n o w  c o m o  to  t h e  c r it ic a l  s i g n  o f  M ith u n a  ; c r it ic a l ,  b e c a u s e  th e  

m a tra  m  in  O m  s ta n d s  a s  th e  b r e a th  o f  o u r  n o s t r i ls ,  a n d  s e e k s  to  c o m o  
o u t  ; a n d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  o u t , i t  i s  e i t h e r  u  o r  A .  T h e  c o s m ic  w r ite r s ,  

s u c k e d  u p  b y  t h e  gu n  in  th e  s ig n  T a u r u s , a r e  o n ly  f e e d in g  t l ie  m o o n ,

and o n ly  w h en  th is  f e e d in g  p r o c e s s  is  o v e r , c a n  th e  ra in s s e t  in  ; u n t i l  

th e n , th e re  c a n  o n ly  b e  h o v e r in g  c lo u d s  in  th e  s k y  o r  n e w  c lo u d s  f o r m in g .

T h e  P r a ja p a t i  a c tu a te d  by a  K a m a , a  d esir e  to  c r e a te , h a s  

em e r g e d  o u t  o f  t h e '  a b s o lu te  id e a t io n  o f  N a r a y a n a . H e  is  t h e  

V y a k ta  P u r u s h a ; h e  s y n t h e s iz e s  th e  r e t u r n in g  N ir v a n e e s  o f  p r e v io u s  

K a lp a s, c a lle d  to  a  f r e s h  e ffo r t. T h e  P r a ja p a t i is  M a d h a v a  o r  

A rd h a n a reesv v a ra  o r  m a le -fe m a le . H e  i s  th e  S o o tr a tm a  o f  o u r  c o sm o s , 

c o r r e sp o n d in g  to  th e  p la n e  o f  c o n sc io u s n e s s  c a l le d  S u s h u p t i .  T h e  s ig n  
is  M ith u n a  or  d u a l,  a n d  th u s  h e  se e s  N a r a y a n a  w r a p p e d  u p  b y  a  
l ig h t — th e  l ig h t  w h ic h  iso la te s  h im  fr o m  th e  P u r u s h o tta m a — th e  l ig h t  

w h ic h  i s  h is  w if e  L a k s h m i o r  M a. H e  is  th e r e fo r e  M a -d h a v a , or th e  

h u sb a n d  o f  M a. T h is  l ig h t  is  t h e  m a n if e s te d  l i g h t ,  G a y a tr i, b y  w h ic h  

th is  w o r ld  i s  p e r v a d e d . T h is  l ig h t ,  M a , i s  o b je c t iv e , a n d  w h en  th e  

w o r ld  e v o lu t io n  i s  o v e r , i t  w il l  r e m a in  a n d  w il l  r e a d  a s  a m . T h e  

first s ig n  b e in g  th e  p o in t , th e  s e c o n d  th e  t r ia n g le  w ith  a  p o in t  iu  i t ,  t h is  

th ir d  s ig n  is  th e  d o u b le  t r ia n g le  w ith  a  c e n tr a l p o in t  in  i t .  T h e r e fo r e  

t h e  s e p te n a r y  b e g in s  h e r e . T h e  S o o tr a tm a  i s  th e  le n s  th r o u g h  w h ic h  

th e  id e a t io n  o f  N a r a y a n a  s p l i t s  u p  in to  s e v e n  c la s s e s  o f a n g e ls — D h y a n -  

C h o b a n s. T h is  S o o tr a tm a  is  th e  P r a ja p a t i  w h o  c r e a te s  th e  f irst w a te r ,  
a s is  g e n e r a l ly  sa id  in  th e  P u r a n a s . W h e u  a  s te p  fo rw a rd  is  ta k e n  in  

e v o lu t io n , th e  w a te r p o t  o f  th e  c o s m o s  is  fo r m e d  on  th e  le f t ,  o b je c t  s id e  

o f  th e  n a m e  o f  a ll  n a m e s . T h e  f irst e le m e n t  is  th e r e fo r e  crea ted , a n  

e le m e n t  w h ic h  in  i t s  e s s e n c e  is  th e  l ig h t .  T h e  P r a ja p a t i  or  h is  e s s e n c e  
i s  n o w  in  th e  w a te r p o t  fo r  a  w h o le  y e a r  o f  th c  C rea to r .

W h ile  so  r e s t in g , h e  e a r n s  th e  n a m e  o f  H ir a n y a g a r b h a  or  G o v in d a .  
G o v in d a  is  a  c o m p o u n d  w o rd  w h ic h  m e a n s  h e  w h o  hns a t ta in e d  
u n to  th o  V e d a s  o r  e a r th , fo r  (h e y  a r e  m y s t ic a l ly  c o n u e c te d . T h e  

cra b  b e in g  a q u a tic , t h e  s ig n  i s  w a te r y  a n d  th e  n o rm a l p la c e  o f  

th e  m o o n  in  th e  R a s i-C h a k r a . H ir a n y a g a r b h a  is  th e r e fo r e  th e  J iv a  o f  

th e  co sm o s . H e  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  d r e a m in g  s ta te  o f  th e  c o sm o s . I t  is  th is  

s ta te , p la c in g  t h e m s e lv e s  in  w h ic h , th e  g r e a t  sp ir itu a l te a c h e r s  o f  
m a n k in d , s p ir itu a lly  a s s is t  o u r  h u m a n ity . I f  th e  q u e s t io n  b e  a sk e d  w h y  

th e  s ig n  sh o u ld  b e  c a l le d  a  crab , th e  a n sw e r  c a n  o n ly  be g iv e n  v a g u e ly .  
T h e  cra b  is  fo n d  o f  l i v in g  iu  h o le s  on  se a  s id e s , a n d  Y o g e e s  t a lk  o f  a  h o le  

in  th e  h e a d  B r a m h a -r a n d r a , in  w h ic h  th e  P a r a  S a k t i ,  th e  w isd oru - 

p r in c ip le  o f  m a n , l iv e s .  S h e  i s  c a lle d  b y  S a n k a r a c h a r y a , o n e  J iv in g  in  a  

h o le . A d e p ts  w h o  h a v e  w o n  l ib e r ty  to  a s s i s t  o th e r s  io  w iu n in g  it ,  a r e  a s  

c r a b s  ; th e y  l iv e  in  a  p la n e  o f  n a tu r e  w h ic h  is  to  u s  a  h o le , and  o b sc u r e .
H . P .  B . c o n n e c te d  t h e  o p p o s ite  s ig n  o f  M a k a r a  w ith  th e  K u m a r a s , 

th e  im m o r ta l S id h a s  w h o  s u s ta in  u s  s p ir itu a l ly .  T h e  tw o  s ig n s  a r e  t h e  
s ig n s  th a t  s ta r t  U t ta r a y a n a , th e  s u n ’s  n o r th e r n  jo u r n e y , a n d  D a k sh in a *  
y a n a m  th e  s u n ’s  so u th e r n  jo u r n e y . T h e  R is h i  c o n n e c te d  w ith  t h is  s ig n  
i s  V a s is h ta ,  sa id  to  h a v e  b een  b o rn  o f  th e  w a t e r - p o t ; w h o  s i t t in g  in  th o  

c e n tr e  o f  th e  su n , p e r fo r m s  ta p a s  a n d  a s s is t s  in  th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  a n d  

p r e se r v a t io n  o f  th is  lu n a r  w o r ld .
T h e  n e x t  s ig n  is  L e o  a n d  is  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  J a g r a t  c o n d it io n  

o f  th e  c o sm o s  or  B r a h m a . S u b b a  B o w  ta k e s  t h c  sy n o n y m  I la r i  a n d



m a k e s  ifc m ean  N a r a y a n a . B a t  H a r i  is  a ls o  Y is h n u , w h ic h  is  a  k in d  o f  

p e r v a d in g  l ig h t .  Ifc is  fche 5fch e le m e n t  A k a s , in  w h ic h  a  fcrue s p ir itu a l  
m a n  h a s  h is  b e in g . B r a h m a  a n d  a l l  t r u e  B r a h m in s  a r e  th e  p o w e r s  
t h a t  a re  su p p o se d  to  su s ta in  t h e  lo w e r  t r ia n g le  o f  e a r th , w a te r , fire  
su s ta in e d  b y  th e  su b t le  a ir , a  m a te r ia l  a sp e c t  o f  A k a s .  T h e  d e sc e n t  
i s  c o m p le te ;  th e  a s c e n t  c a n  b e  s im i la r ly  d e a l t  w i t h .  T h e  th r e e  s ig n s  

fo r m in g  th e  lo w e r  tr ia n g le  a r e  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o f  O m  in  t h e  s a c r if ic ia l  

f ie ld  o f  P r a ja p a t i . I t  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w ith  t h e  V a r a h a  A v a t a r  o f  N a r a 
y a n a , b y  w h ic h  h e  k i l le d  t h e  A s u r a  o r  R a k s h a s a , M a d h u , a n d  sp re a d  
t h e  e a r th  w i t h  h is  b r a in s  a s  th e  o u te r  c r u s t. H e  a lso  t a k e s  th e  fo rm  o f  a  

d w a r f  a n d  b u m b le s  t h e  p r id e  o f  B a l i ,  J a m b u d w ip a  h a s  M o u n t M e r u  

in  th e  c e n tr e . T h e  R i s h i  w h o  s i t s  in  thafc r e g io n  fo r  T a p a s , i s  apfc 

to  lo s e  h i s  p o w e r , v iz . ,  h is  w i f e  A h a ly a ,  b y  th e  c r a f ty  lo r d  o f  th e  lu n a r  

o rb . R a m a  m u s t  b e  in i t ia t e d  b y  V is w a m it r a  b e fo re  h is  p o w e r  A h a ly a  

c a n  b e  a  l iv in g  p o w e r . M o o n  r a le s  t h e  d a y  ; G o u ta m a  is  in  th e  s ig n  L ib r a ,  

a s  p e r  V is h n u  P u r a n a .
A . N il a k a n t a  S a s t r i , F . T . S .

T U L S I  D A S .

(C o n tin u e d  from - p a g e  5 3 1 .)

WE  h a v e  th e  R a m a y a n  in  m u lt i f a r io u s  fo r m s . W e  h a v e  i t  in  t h e  

o r ig in a l  S a n s k r it  b y  V a lm ik i .  W e  h a v e  i t  in  B e n g a l i  b y  th e  

m o s t  p o p u la r  p o e t  K r it t ib a s ,  a s  I  h a v e  s a id  a t  t h e  c lo s e  o f  th e  f ir s t  
in s t a lm e n t  o f  t h is  p a p e r . I t  i s  e x t e n s iv e ly  r e a d  in  h o m e -c ir c le s  

b y  g r e y - h e a d e d  la d ie s  a n d  g e n t le m e n ,  to  w h o m  i t  s e r v e s  m o r e  a s  a  

s p ir i t u a l  p a s s p o r t  t h a n  a n y t h in g  e l s e ; a n d  in  s c h o o ls , w h o s e  c u r r ic u la  
p r o v id e  te x t -b o o k s ,  w i t h  w h ic h  so m e  c h a p te r s  o r  c h a p te r s  o f  i t  a r e  

su r e  to  b e  fo u n d  in c o r p o r a te d . W e  h a v e , b e s id e s , t a le s  a d a p te d  

t h e r e fr o m  fo r  t h e  u s e  o f  o u r  b o y s  a n d  g ir l s  in  s c h o o l.  N e e d  1 s a y  

i t  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s la t e d  in to  m a n y  la n g u a g e s ,  I n d ia n  a n d  fo r e ig n . G o sa i  

T u ls i  D a s ’s  R a m a y a n  i s  n e i t h e r  a  t r a n s la t io n  n o r  a n  a d a p ta t io n  fro m  

t h e  o r ig in a l  S a n s k r it  o f  V a lm ik i .  I t  i s  l ik e  t h e  w o r k  o f  h i s  c o u n tr y m a n —  

a n  o r ig in a l  w o r k  b y  i t s e l f ; t h e  le g e n d s  o f  R a m a  a n d  S i t a  b e in g  a lm o s t  
t h e  sa m e . I t  i s  a m p ly  q u o te d  a s  a n  a u th o r ity .  T h e  S a n s k r t  s c h o la r  

H o r a c e  H a y m a n  W ils o n  s a y s  t h a t  T u ls i  D a s ’ “ w o r k s  in f lu e n c e  th e  

g r e a t  b o d y  o f  t h e  H in d u  p o p u la t io n ,  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  w h o le  v o lu m in o u s  

s e r ie s  o f  S a n s k r i t  c o m p o s it io n .” *  G r ie r s o n , w h o , i t  a p p e a r s , h a s  

th o r o u g h ly  s tu d ie d  h im , s a y s  t h a t  i t  “  c o m p e te s  in  a u th o r i t y  w i t h  t h e  

S a n s k r i t  w o r k  o f  V a lm ik i .” T h u s  t h e s e  tw o  p r o fo u n d  s c h o la r s  th a n  
w h o m  t h e r e  i s  n o  g r e a t e r  a u th o r i t y ,  b e a r  m e  o u t  in  t h e  t r u th  o f  m y  

a s s e v e r a t io n . I  a m  n o t  g o in g  t o  d is c u s s  t h e  m e r i t s  a n d  d e m e r its  o f  

T u ls i  D a s  a s  a  p o e t . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  m in d  t o  d o  so , s h o u ld  s t u d y  

h is  w o r k s , a t  l e a s t  h i s  R a m a y a n , w h ic h  a lo n e  h a s  m a d e  h im  whafc 

h e  is , o r  s a t i s f y  t h e m s e lv e s  s e c o n d  h a n d  w i t h  t h e  e x h a u s t iv e  p a p e r  o f  

M r. G r ie r s o n  o n  t h e  s u b je c t .  S u ff ic e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  m a n y  h a v e  w r i t te n  

le a r n e d  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  im m o r ta l  b a r d  ; t h a t  in t e r 

* “ Religious Sects of tho Hindus.”

p o la t io n  h a s  d o n e  a  w o r ld  o f  m is c h ie f ,  so  t h a t  th e  p o p u la r  b a z a a r  

e d it io n s  d iffe r  a lm o s t  in  to to  fr o m  t h e  o r ig in a l .  T h e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  a  
c o r r e c t  t e x t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  n e c e s s i t y .  F o llo w in g  h is  e x a m p le , t h ir t e e n  

a u th o r s  o f  a  la t e r  p e r io d  h a v e  w r it t e n  o n  t h e  sa m e  s u b je c t  w it h  p o w e r s  

o f  m in d  t h a t  f a l l  to o  f a r  s h o r t  o f  t h e  g ig a n t i c  in t e l l e c t  a n d  f a c i l i t y  o f  

e x p r e s s io n  o f  T u ls i  D a s .  M a n u ’s  C o d e  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  t h e  sa m e  c r u e l  

t r e a tm e n t  a t  t h e  h a n d  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  c o m m e n ta to r s . Ifc i s  h ig h  t im e  

t h a t  th e  In d ia n  l i t e r a r y  p u b lic  sh o u ld  e x p u r g e  th e  o r ig in a l w o r k s  o f  
th e s e  tw o  m a s te r  m in d s  fr o m  t h e  d r o s s  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  u n w it t in g ly  
in c o r p o r a te d  w i t h  th e m . U n le s s  i t  i s  r e m o v e d , i t  w i l l  f a s t  e a t  in to  
w h a t e v e r  i s  l e f t  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l .  T h is  d if f ic u lt  t a s k  sh o u ld  b e  h a n d le d  

w it h  g r e a t  c a r e  b y  I n d ia n  l i t e r a t i . I n  t h e  lo n g  r u n  i t  w i l l  p a y .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  a r e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  T u ls i  D a s ’s  o th e r  w o r k s  :—

1. The Gifcabali. 9. The Hamuman Baliuk.
o )» Kabitabali. 10. „ Kundaliya Ramayan.
3. ii Dohabali. 11. „ Karka Ramayan.
4. >> Champai Ramayan. 12. „ Rola Ramayan.
6. >> Panch Ratan. 13. ,, Jhulna Ramayan.
6. » Sri Ram Agya. 14. A Krishnabali.
1. >» Sankat Mochan. 15. Ram Salaka.
8. » Binay Pattrika. 16. Sat Sai.

I  a m  a t  o n e  w i t h  M r . G r ie r s o n  w h e n  h e  s a y s  th a t  “  l i t t l e  a s  th e  R a m - 

c h a r it-M a n a s  (R a m a y a n  o f  T u ls i  D a s )  is  k n o w n  tp  E u r o p e a n  s tu d e n ts ,  

s t i l l  l e s s  i s  k n o w n  o f  t h e  p o e t ’s  o th e r  w o r k s .” H i s  o t h e r  w o r k s  a r e  

th o s e  n a m e d  a b o v e .
I  o u g h t  t o  m e n t io n  so m e  s to r ie s  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  o f  

t h e  b a r d . H . H . W i ls o n  s a y s  h e  w a s  a  S e rw a r ia h  B r a h m in , b o rn  a t  

H a ja p u r  ( H a j ip u r P )  n e a r  C h itr a k u ta . A t  m a tu r e  a g e  h e  s e t t le d  in  

B e n a r e s  a n d  w a s  D e w a n  to  t h e  R a ja h  o f  t h e  sa c r e d  c i t y .  H is  s p ir i 

t u a l  t e a c h e r  w a s  J a g a n n a th  D a s . W it h  h im  h e  w e n t  to  G o b a r d h a d  n e a r  

B r in d a b a n , b u t  r e t r a c e d  h i s  s t e p s  t o  B e n a r e s ,  w h e r e  h e  b e g a n  t o  

c o m p o se  h is  R a m a y a n  in  t h e  t h ir ty - f ir s t  y e a r  o f  h is  a g e .  O u r  p o e t  

c o n t in u e d  to  r e s id e  in  B e n a r e s .  H e  b u i l t  t h e r e  a  t e m p le  a n d  d e d i
c a te d  i t  to  R a m a  a n d  S i t a .  H e ,  b e s id e s , b u i l t  a  sp a c io u s  m u tt ,  h o u se  

fo r  r e c lu s e , c lo s e  b y . T h e s e  b u i ld in g s  w e r e  in  e x is te n c e  a t  th e  t im e  o f  
t h e  s c h o la r ly  W ils o n . I  k n o w  n o t  w h e th e r  t h e y  s t i l l  e x is t ,  o r  w h e th e r  

h e  b u i l t  t h e  R a m j i ’s  t e m p le ,  w h ic h  la t e ly  g a v e  r is e  to  a  d e a d ly  r io t . I f  

h e  b u i l t  it , i t  i s  o f  u n q u e s t io n a b le  a n t iq u it y .  N o b o d y  h a s  th e r e fo r e  a n y  
. r i g h t  to  d is tu r b  i t ,  h o w e v e r  g o o d  h is  m o t iv e . I n  th e  r e ig n  o f  th e  E m p e r o r  

J e h a n g ir , n o t  S h a h  J e h a n , a s  i s  e r r o n e o u s ly  s ta te d , T u ls i  D a s  d ie d .

W e  h a v e  in  B e n g a l  a n n iv e r s a r ie s  h e ld  e v e r y  y e a r  in  h o n o r  o f  J a y  d e b  

a n d  R a m p r o sa d  a t  t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  p la c e s  o f  b ir th . W h y  su c h  h o n o r  
is  n o t  a n n u a l ly  d o n e  to  o u r  w e l l  b e lo v e d  s o n  o f  N a tu r e  o f  U p p e r  I n d ia ,  
i s  m o r e  t h a n  I  c a n  t e l l ,  a n d  I  le a v e  i t  to  o u r  b r e th r e n  o f  th o s e  

p r o v in c e s  to  a n s w e r . I n  th e  c iv i l iz e d  c o u n tr ie s  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r ic a  

su c h  d e m o n s tr a t io n s  a r e  c o m m o n . N o  n a t io n  can  r is e  in  th e  sc a le  o f  

n a t io n s  u n le s s  i t  le a r n s  h o w  to  h o n o r  d e p a r te d  m e r it.

N a k u r  C h a n d r a  B is v a s ,



g o r r e s p o t t & c n c e .

T H E O S O P H Y  I N  W E S T E R N  L A N D S .

[ F rom  o u r L o n d o n  C orrespon den t. ]

L o n d o n , J u ly  1891.
N a t u r a l l y , th e  g rea t e v e n t o f  th e  m on th , th e o so p h ica lly  sp ea k in g , h a s  

b een  th e  “ F ir s t  A n n u a l C o n v en tio n  o f th e  T h eoso p h ica l S o c ie ty  in  E u ro p e ,” 
h eld  h ere— a t th e  L on d on  H e a d -q u a r te r s— on th e  9 th  an d  10th  in sta n t. A  
m o st u n iq u e  and  rep resen ta tiv e  g a th e r in g , o ccu rr in g  j u s t  a fter  th e  dep ar
tu r e  o f H . P . B ., and  se r v in g  to  sh ew  fo r th  v is ib ly , to  th e  w orld , th e  in n a te  
s tr e n g th , a n d  th e  v ita lity  of “ T h e T h eo so p h ic a l m o v em e n t.” W e  h ave been  
e x c e p tio n a lly  fortu n a te , too, in  h a v in g  w ith  u s  our P r e s id e n t , and  our B rother  
"William Q. J u d g e , th e  tw o  le ft, o u t o f  th e  th r ee , w h o w ere m o st con cern ed  iu  
th e  fo u n d in g  o f th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty . A n y  a cco u n t from  m e o f  th e  tw o  
d a y s ’ p ro ceed in g s  w ou ld  be su p erflu o u s, as a  m u ch  a b ler  p en  th a n  m in e— th a t  
o f  ou r P r e s id e n t  h im se lf— has been  b u sy  re c o r d in g  th e  in te r e s t in g  e v e n ts , aud  
th e  m ore th a n  in te r e st in g  sp ee ch es o c c u r r in g  d u r in g  th e  C o n v en tio n , fo r  th e  
p a g es  o f th e  S ep tem b er  T h e o so p h is t  S t i l l ,  I  fee l I  m u st  m ak e so m e  a llu sio n  
to  our P r e s id e n t’s rem ark ab le an d  to u c h in g  sp eech , w h ich  term in a ted  th e  pro
c e e d in g s , a t  H ead -q u arters, on th e  se co n d  d ay  ; an d  te l l  y o u  how  h ea r tfe lt  aud  
u n an im o u s w as th e  ap p la u se  w ith  w h ic h  he w as c o n tin u a lly  in te rru p ted , and  
w h ic h  fo llo w ed  on  h is  c o n c lu d in g  w ord s ; m ore p a r t ic u la r ly  w as th is  sh ow n  
w h en  h e to ld  u s th a t from  h en ce fo r th  h e  p u t  a s id e  a ll  th o u g h t  o f r e t ir in g  from  
th e  P r e sid e n tia l ch air, an d  from  th e  a c t iv e  w ork  o f th e  S o c ie ty , for w h ich , 
h e  d eclared , h e  w ou ld  co n tin u e  to  w ork  so  lo n g  as life  rem ain ed  to  h im . N o  

w o rd s can  fa ith fu lly  c o n v ey  to y o u  a n y  a d eq u ate  im p r ess io n  o f h is  g r a v e  and  
ea rn est m anner, an d  o f th e  em otion  w h ic h  v is ib ly  m o v ed  him  a s he a llu d ed  
in  to u c h in g  w ord s to  our L e a d er  an d  T ea ch er , an d  sp o k e  o f th e  im m en se  res
p o n s ib ility  w h ich  n ow  rested  w ith  h im , in  co n seq u en ce  o f h er  d ep a rtu r e  from  
a m o n g st  u s, as a  v is ib le  p resen ce . T h e  im pression  m ad e on a ll  th o se  fo r tu 
n a te  a n d  p r iv ile g e d  en o u g h  to  be p r e se n t  on  th e  occasion , w as o n e  th a t  cau  
n ev er  b e  e ffa ced  from  ou r m em ories.

T h e  C on v en tio n  m ay  b e  sa id  to  h a v e  b een  u sh ere d  in  b y  th e  m o n th ly  
B la v a tsk y  L o d g e  co n v ersa z io n e , on  T u esd a y , th e  7 th  in sta n t. M an y  of 
th e  d e le g a te s  h ad  a lrea d y  arrived , a n d  n ea r ly  a ll  th o se  from  fo re ig n  co u n 
tr ie s  ; in  a d d itio n  to  w h ich  w e had , o f  co u rse , an d  first an d  fo rem o st, our  
h on o u red  P r e s id e n t  and  th e  G en era l S e c r e ta r y  for A m er ica  p resen t w ith  u s , 
b e sid e s  o u r  b roth er  B ertram  K e ig h t le y , n o w  so  w e ll k n o w n  an d  lo v ed  b y  
y o u  a ll.

T h e  to ta l n u m b er  o f d e le g a te s , nofc in c lu d in g  th o se  from  th e  va r io u s  
L o d g e s  in  th e  en v iro n s o f  L on d on , a m o u n te d  to  ab o u t fo r ty . O ver e ig h ty -f iv e  
o f  u s w ere  in  th e  gro u p  p h o to g ra p h ed  a fte r  th e  p r o ceed in g s  on  th e  first d ay  
o f  th e  C on v en tio n . T h e  a v e r a g e  a t te n d a n c e  on  ea ch  d a y  w as o n e  hu n dred  
w h ic h  sp ea k s w e ll for  th e  e ffor ts m a d e  b y  m em b ers e n g a g e d  in  b u s in e ss  to  
b e  p resen t afc le a s t  a few  h ou rs. A l l  t h e  a rra n g em en ts , su ch  a s  th e  C om m is*  

sar ia t D ep a rtm e n t, th e  fin d in g  o f s le e p in g  accom m od ation  for d e le g a te s , and  
for th o se  w h o  cam e from  a d is ta n c e , &c., w ere  p rov id ed  for, b eforeh an d , b y  
th e  a p p o in tm en t o f v a r io u s o r g a n is in g  C o m m ittees, w h o  a cco m p lish ed  th e ir  
w ork in a m a n n er  e n tir e ly  b eyo n d  p ra ise , so ad m irab le  w ere  a ll  th e  a rra n g e
m en ts, an d  th e  care and  a tte n tio n  p a id  to  ev ery  l i t t le  d e ta il in v o lv in g  th e  
com fort aud  w e ll-b e in g  of th e  g u e s t s .

T he u su a l m e e t in g  o f  ou r L o d g e  on T h u rsd a y  e v e n in g  w as, n a tu ra lly , 
crow ded  to  e x c e s s ; th e  o p en er o f th e  d iscu ss io n  b eiu g  B ro th er  W illia m  Q , 
J u d g e ,— as you  w ill see  from  th e  S y lla b u s  I se n t  you  in m y la s t ,— Mr. S in u e tt ,  
Mr. B r o d ie -In n es (from  E d in b u r g h ), an d  M r. K in g sla n d  fo l lo w in g ; ou r  
P resid en t ta k in g  th e  ch a ir  for  th e  o cca s io n , a lth o u g h  M rs. B e sa n t su m m ed  
up, a t th e  c lose , in  her u su a l e lo q u e n t an d  ea rn est  m anner.

T h e press, from  th e  T im e s  dow n w ard , g a v e  good  n o tices o f th e  tw o d a y s ’ 
C on ven tion , and m ore p a r t ic u la r ly  o f  th c  p u b lic  m eetin g  on F r id a y  e v e n in g  
at the  P ortm an  R oom s, w h ich  w as fa v o u ra b ly  com m ented  on, w ith  few e x c e p 
tions. In d eed , as Mr. S te a d  sa}rs in th is  m o n th ’s l iev ie iv  o f  R ev iew s, “ M adam e  
B la v a tsk y  h as in flu en ced  th e  th o u g h t  o f  her con tem p orar ies m ore than m o st  
p eop le  r e a l i s e a n d  th e  tr u th  o f th is , th e  a ltered  and m oderate  tone of th e  
press is g ra d u a lly  p r o v in g ;  in  fact, T h eo so p h ica l “ co p y ” is  b e g in n in g  fco p a y !

T he g en erou s actio n  o f th e  P r e sid e n t, in  reg a rd  to  th e  leg a cy  le ft  fco th e  
S o c ie ty  by a m em ber in  A u str a lia , has p rod u ced  a m o st favourab le  e ffec t  
upon th e  p u b lic  m ind , a s e v id e n c e d  b y  th e  n o tic e s  in  th e  A u stra lia n  P r e ss  ; 
th e se  n o tices are n ow  g o in g  th e  rou n d  of a ll th e  E n g lish  papers ; and  a n  
a d d itio n a l n o tice  h as ju s t  b een  added , w h ich  tirst appeared  in  th e  P a l l  M a ll  
G azette  o f th e  17th  in sta n t, as fo l lo w s :—

“ The proferred altruism of the Theosophical Society (writes a well-known Theo- 
eophisfc) has again been practically vindicated by the refusal of Colonel Olcotfc to 
accept more than half of the sura (GO,000 francs) offered him lasfc week by a member 
for the use of the Society.

The fortune had just been inherited by the member, and, as he was without 
incumbrances, he wished to give ifc for fche Society’s work. Colonel Olcott’s refusal 
was based ou fche idea thafc the donor left himself no provision against the common 
accidents of life. Three months ago, iu Australia, Colonel Olcotfc returned to tlio 
family of a deceased person £4,000 out of the bequest aof £5,000, retaining^ only 
£1,000 for the Society. The confidence felt by Thoosophisfcs in the unselfishness and 
integrity of their leaders, has certainly its basis in fact.”

A n d  th is  in  a paper w h ich  con ta in ed  on e o f  th e  m ost v io len t and  ab om in 
ab le a tta ck s  on  H . P. B ., im m e d ia te ly  a fter  her d ep arture . T h e  S ta r  o f th e  
18th  in sta n t  con ta in ed  th e  su b sta n ce  o f  th e  ab o v e  n otice , h ea d in g  th e  para
grap h , in  it s  c h a r a c te r is t ic a lly  em p h a tic  m ann er, “ N o t  th e  w ay  o f  th e  c h u r 
c h e s ! ” T h e honorary fo re ig n  m em b ersh ip  o f Societe d 'E th n o g ra p h ic  A m e r i-  
ca irn  et O rien ta te, o f P a r is , w h ic h  has ju s t  been  con ferred  u p on  our P resid en t, 
is  th u s  referred  to in  th e  co lu m n s o f  th e  d a ily  p ress :— “ A g a in s t  the  a tta ck s  
w h ich  h a v e  been  m ade u p o n  th e  sy s te m  w ith  w h ich  C olon el O lcott is  
id en tified , b efore or s in c e  th e  d ea th  o f  M adam o B la v a tsk y , th e  P resid en t o f  
th e  T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty  m ay  h en cefo rth  p lace  a d istin ctio n  ju s t  received  by  
h im  from  a fo re ig n  sc ien tif ic  a sso c ia t io n .” I  q u o te  th is , as I  feel sure it  w ill  
be of in te r e st  to  y o u  to  k n o w  th e  s te a d y  p ro g ress w h ich  th e  m o v em en t is  
m a k in g  in  th e  W e st, m ore p a r ticu la r ly  it s  ad van cem en t in  E u rop e.

O n th e  e v e n in g  o f F r id a y  th e  17th  in sta n t, C olonel O lcott, M rs. B e sa n t, 
M r. B u rrow s, and  o th e r  p ro m in e n t m em b ers o f the  S o c ic ty , w en t d ow n  
from  H ea d -q u arters to  th e  W o r k in g  W om en ’s C lub  (fou n d ed  last year  by th e  
T h eosop h ica l S o c ie ty )  a t  B ow , in  th e  E a s t  E nd o f L o n d o n ; th ere  th e y  lis te n e d  
to  rec ita tio n s g iv e n  b y  M iss . J e ss io  O ’N e ill  P o tte r — from  th e  far W e s t  
of A m erica — in  a m ann er b y  tu r n s , and as th e  su b jec t d em and ed , h u m orou s  
and p a th etic , b u t each  e q u a lly  d e lig h tfu l. T h c aud icnce, m em bers of th e  
Club (w o rk in g  g ir ls  an d  w om en), u nd  th e ir  fr ien d s, w ere h e ld  en th ra lled  from
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b eg in n in g  fco en d  ; and M iss P o tte r  d eclared , ab th e  co n clu sion  of th e  e n te r ta in 
m en t, thafc n ever yefc bad  sh e  rec ited  before  so e n t ir e ly  sy m p a th e tic , e n th u 
sia s tic , a n d  a p p rec ia tiv e  an  a u d ien ce  ; abe rece iv e d  a p erfect o v a tio n  on  
lea v in g , fche w om en  fo llo w in g  h er  o u t o f  fche ba ll, an d  ch eer in g  v o c ife r o u s ly .

O ne o f  fche m easu res p rop osed  an d  carried  afc th e  C o n v en tio n  w ill  be  
b ro u g h t in to  e ffe c t  early  n ex t m onth , v iz ., th e  a ltera tio n  o f tb e  V a lia n  from  a 
fo r tn ig h t ly  to  a  m o n th ly  issu e , an d  an  in crea se  in  s iz e , w h ich  w ill  d o u b le  its  
p resen t form , b oth  in  d im e n sio n s an d  q u a n tity  of m ater ia l. I t  is  pro
p o sed  to  omifc m u ch  o f fche re v ie w in g , an d  fco d ev o te  the  sp a ce  h ith e r to  g iv e n  
fco su c h  n o tic e s— and a g rea t d ea l m ore b e s id e — to  q u estio n s an d  an sw ers, 
m ore n e a r ly  r esem b lin g  th e  p la n  o f  fche A m erica n  T h eo so p h ic a l F o ru m , and  
i t s  firsfc c o u sin  fche P r a s n o tta r a ; fchis w il l  be a ga in , an d  an  a p p rec ia ted  im 
provem ent;.

I n  ofcher m eth od s o f w ork , b es id es  th e  e d it in g  and issu e  o f  fche Y ah an , 
w e  are ta k in g  h in ts  from  M r. J u d g e ’s ad m irab le  p la n  of w ork  in  A m er ica , 
a n d  profit b y  h is in v a r ia b le  su g g e s t io n s  as to  im p ro v em en ts in  o u r  ow n  
m eth o d  o f  o r g a n is in g  u se fu l w ork , an d  fche ca rry in g  o u t o f  p la n s fco spread  
T h eo so p h y . W e are fo rm in g  a E u ro p ea n  L e a g u e  o f T h eosop h ica l w ork ers on  
th e  lin e s  o f  a s im ila r  L e a g u e  r e c e n tly  s ta r te d , w ith  m u ch  su c c e ss , in  A m erica . 
T h e  objecfc o f  th e  L e a g u e  th ere , a s s ta te d  in  i t s  c o n st itu t io n , w il l  a lso  bo  
p r a c t ic a lly  o u r ow n , “ T o secu re  th e  m o st p ra ctica l ap p lica tio n  o f T h eo so p h ic a l 
p r in c ip le s  to  d a ily  life  and actio n  as is p o ss ib le , an d  so  to  a id  in  an  effic ien t  
m a n n er  fche T h eo so p h ic a l m o v em e n t in  ifcs m iss io n  fco th e  w orld .” S o m e su g 
g e s tio n s  a s to  w ork  to  be done are :—  (1) T h e  g en era l objecfc o f th e  L e a g u e  as 
aboVe g iv e n . (2) r e a c h in g  ch ild ren  e th ic s  an d  p h ilo sop h y , and  th e  g en era l 
c o n d u c t  o f  life , b a sed  u p on  fcheosophic p r in c ip le s . (3) O rg a n iz in g  o f c h a r it ie s ,  
em ail or la rg e , th r o u g h  g iv in g  b od ily  su s te n a n c e , fche d istr ib u tio n  o f  c lo th in g , 
a n d  tho  te a c h in g  g ir ls  an d  y o u n g  m en  th e  ru d im e n ts  o f e d u ca tio n  w h ich  
th e y  m ay  la ck , e ith e r  in  co n n ectio n  w ith  th e  T h eo so p h ica l p r in c ip le s  or  n o t—■ 
in  b r ie f, a n y  a n d  a ll  p ra ctica l w ork  w h ich  m a y  o ccu r  fco fche m em b ers o f  th e  
L e a g u e , as fche besfc fco be don e in  tb e ir  d ifferen t v ic in it ie s . T h u s , it  w ill be  
s e e n , w il l  be sta r ted  in  e v e r y  d irec tio n  a c t iv e  cen tres  o f 'practica l w ork  for  
B u ffe r in g  h u m a n ity , fu lf il l in g  fco fche besfc o f  fcheir a b ility  th e  in ju n c t io n  la id  
d ow n in  th e  “ B ook  of th e  G old en  P r e c e p ts” “ G ive lig h t  and  co m fo r t to  tho  
to ilin g  p ilg r im , an d  seek out h im  tvho known s t i l l  lean th an  th o u , w h o in  h is  
w retch ed  d eso la tio n  s it s  s ta r v in g  fo r  th e  b read  o f  W isd o m  an d  th e  bread  
w h ich  fe e d s  th e  sh ad ow , without; a  T ea ch er , hop e or c o n so la t io n ............. ”

A n o th e r  n ew  lib rary  has b een  op en ed , th r o u g h  tb e  g e n e r o s ity  o f  tho  
C ou n tess W a ch tm eis te r , a t W o k in g , n ea r  L o n d on , w h ich  w ill  p ro b a b ly  p rove  
th e  n u c le u s  o f  an  a c t iv e  T h eoso p h ica l ce n tr e , e v e n tu a tin g  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  
o f  a  L o d g e .

* * * * * * *
I  h av o  a lrea d y  re ferred  to  th e  m e n tio n  o f  IL  P . B . in th e  cu rren t n u m b er  

o f fche R e v ie w  o f  R e v iew s. T h is  o ccu rs  in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  n o tic e  o f  a  n ew  
sfcory b y  R u d y a rd  K ip lin g , w ho, in  th e  p a g e s  o f  The C o n te m p o ra ry , “  p la y s  
w ith  th e  fr in g e s  o f  the im m en se qu estion  o f  re in c a rn a tio n  ,” as M r. S te a d  e x 
p resses  it . T h e ita lic s  are m ine, for  ifc se em s fco m e fchafc fche v ery  reco g n itio n  o f  
th is  q u estio n  as o n e o f  im m e n s ity , is  in  i t s e l f  a  mosfc noteworfcly fa c t , an d  is  in  
str ik in g  co n tra st  fco fche r id ic u le  w h ic h  afc firsfc g r e e te d  i t s  in tr o d u c tio n  in to  
th e  Wesfc u n d er  fche a u sp ic e s  o f th e  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty , an d  as a  d ir e c t  
resu lt o f  H . P . B .’s  te a c h in g  th is  a n c ie n t  te n e t  r e g a r d in g  h u m a n  e v o lu t io n .

In  th e  pages of th e  A ren a , J u lia n  H a w th o rn e  refers to K ce lcy . of w hom  
w© heard so  m uch  from  Mr.s. B loom fie ld  M oore, in tw o n u m b ers o f 'Theosophi
cal S if tin g s .  Air. H a w th o rn e  th in k s  ifc n o t im p o ssib le  th a t K ee ley  m ay havo  
d isco v ered  a new  law  th a t su b s ta n c e s  o f a ll k in d s are sp ec ific  c o n d itio n s  
of e th er ic  v o r tices— c e r ta in ly  w e are g e t t in g  on  ! M r. H a w th o rn e  m ig h t n ow  
s tu d y  t h e “ Secret; D o c tr in e ” w ith  profit.

In  th e  sam e M ag a zin e  M . C a m ille  F lam m arion  b eg in s a paper on th o  
U n k n ow n , in  w h ich  he o b se r v e s  thafc a lth o u g h  he h as p ersonally  nob 
ob ta in ed  c lea r  and  ir r e fu ta b le  p ro o fs o f th e  ex is te n c e  o f  sou l sep a ra te  
from  b od y , he y e t  co n sid er s fchafc “ w e have th e  a id  o f a  g o o d ly  num ber  
of o b ser v a tio n s , e s ta b lish in g  th e  co n c lu sio n  th a t  we are com p assed  ab o u t  
by a se t  o f  phenom ena, and  b y  p ow ers d iffer in g  from  th e  p h y sica l order  
com m on ly  ob served  d ay  by d ay . T h ese  p h en om en a  u rg e  u s  to  p u rsu e  
every  lin e  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n , h a v in g  fo r  its  en d  a p sy c h ic a l a cq u a in tan ce w ith  
hum an n a tu re .”

T h e fam ou s E n g lish  ch em ist , P ro fesso r  W illia m  C rookes, F . R . S ., a t a  re-, 
cen t so ir ee  of th e  R oyal S o c ie ty  a t  B u rlin g ro n  H ou se , i llu s tr a te d  th e  p h o s
p h orescen ce of th e  rub}', d iam on d , sap p h ire , em erald , p h en a k ite , &c., u n d er  
m olecu la r  b om bardm ent in  v a c u o ;  ex p er im en ts w h ich  p roved  of in te n se ly  
in te r e st in g . In  co n n etio n  w ith  th e  ex tr e m e ly  in str u c t iv e  p ap ers j u s t  . 
now  a p p ea r in g  in  th e  T heosoph ist, b y  R am a P ra sa d , F . T . S ., an d  for s tu 
d en ts  in te rested  in tr a c in g  th e  c o n v e n tio n  o f m in era ls an d  m eta ls  w ith  tru e  
a stro lo g y , a  sh o rt a cco u n t o f th e  colours  e x h ib ite d  b y  certa in  p rec io u s sto n es , 
taken  from  P rof. B ro o k e’s l i s t — m a y  be a ccep tab le . T h u s C ape d iam onds  
su b jec ted  to  th e  m o lecu la r  strea m  from  tb e  n e g a tiv e  pole u su a lly  p h o s
p h oresce  b lu e ; B r a z ilia n  d ia m o n d s p h o sp h o resce  red , oran ge, b lue, an d  
y e l lo w ; A u stra lia n  d ia m o n d s y e llo w , blue, and greeu . C ry sta llised  a lu m in a  
in  th e  form  of ruby, sa p p h ire  an d  coru n d u m  p h osp h oresce  of a b r illia n t , 
red co lou r, an d  show  a  sp ec tru m  e s se n t ia lly  o f  one sharp  cr im son  l i n e . , 
Y ello w  sa p p h ire  p h o sp h o resces of a  d e lica te  lila c  colour. W hen  tw o  p ieces  
of crystalline coru n d u m  (from  S o u th  M irzapur, In d ia ) are rubbed  or k n ock ed  
to g e th e r  in  tb e  dark , a  b ea u tifu l cr im so n  p h o sp h o rescen ce  is e m itte d ;  w h en  
stru ck  bard , y e llo w  sp a rk s aro a lso  th row n  off, w h ich  are  d is t in c t  from  
th e  cr im so n  lig h t. Z in c  su lp h id e  (S id o t ’s H ex a g o n a l B len d e) b eg in s to  
p h o sp h o resce  in th e  m olecu lar  strea m  a t an  ex h a u stio n  o f  se v era l in ch es  
below  v a cu u m , and  is — P ro f. C rook es sa y s— th e  m o st b r illia n tly  p h os
phorescent; body yefc m et w ith . A t  first ou ly  a g reen  g lo w  can  be seen  ; 
as tb e  ex h a u stio n  g e ts  b etter , a  l i t t le  b lu e  p h osp h o rescen ce  co m es round th e  
ed g es . A t  h ig h  e x h a u stio n , on  p a ss in g  th e  cu rren t, th e  green  and  blue are  
about eq u al in  b r ig h tn e ss , bufc th e  b lu e g lo w  v a n ish es im m ed ia te ly  tho  
c u rren t s lo p s , w h ile  th e  g reen  g lo w  la s ts  an hour or m ore. Som e parts o f a 
cr y s ta llin e  mays o f b len d e w h ich , u n d er th e  action  of rad iant m atter, g lo w  
b righ t b lue, g iv e  a g reen  re s id u a l light, w h en  th e  current c e a s e s ; o ther parts  
w h ich  g lo w  b lu e  becom e in s ta n tly  dark  on  sto p p in g  th e  current. T w o u n cu t  
sp ec im en s o f p h en ak ite , p h osp h o resced  b in e  nnd ye llo w . T h e green  em erald  
(from  Ir e la n d ) p h o sp h oresces red, sim ilar  to  the ruby, b u t d oes nofc sh ow  

the sa m e sp ectru m .
T h e  sp a ce  d ev o ted  to  th e  rev iew  of C ontem porary L itera tu re  in  th e  W est

m in ste r  R ev iew , nearly  a lw a y s co n ta in s  n o tices o f books w h ich  d is t in c tly  com e  
under fche head  of “ P rogress o f T h eosop h y and O ccu ltism  in  th e  W e st.” 
a lth o u g h  n e ith er  label m ay be officially, a ttach ed . In  The T estim ony o f



T ra d itio n , by Mr. M ac R itch ie , a  book th u s  rece n tly  n o ticed , t lie  a u th o r  has 
tr ied  to sh ow  th a t m uch d esp ised  “ tr a d itio n ” is th e  su re st  g u id e  in  
archaeology; th e  book se rv es as a t im e ly  an d  u se fu l p ro test  a g a in st  tb e  
n e g le c t  o f  tr a d itio n  in  th e  p resen t d a y , for  s» y s  th e  rev iew er , “ every  
p opular b e lie f  or trad ition , h o w ev er  d is to r te d  or in ju red  b y  tim e, m u st  
h a v e  som e o r ig in , som e b eg in n in g , w h ic h , if  d iscoverab le , w ill be fo u n d  to  
em b o d y  g r a in s  o f  tru th , h ow ever sm a ll.”

T w o b ook s, rece n tly  p u b lish ed  in  P a r is , are a lso  n o tic ed , w h ich  
sh o u ld  h a v e  a  m arked e ffe ct on th e  p ro g ress  o f  E a ste rn  th o u g h t  in  the  
W e s t, on e o f them , L a  M ora l d u  B u d d h ism , b e in g  from  th e  w ell-k n o w n  pen  
o f  P rof. L eon  de R o sn y . In to  tw en ty -fo u r  p a g e s  he m a n a g es to com p ress the  
e s se n tia l p r in c ip le s  o f th e  B u d d h is t  sy s te m  ; w h ich  is , M. de R o sn y  show s, 
n o t o n ly  a sy s te m  of m orals, b u t a lso  o f p h ilo so p h y . T o q u ote  th e  w ord s o f the  
r e v ie w e r :—

“  I t  teaches th a t  real m o ra lity  ia n o th in g  e lse  th an  th e  law  of love established 
in  view of th e  e te rn a l w ork of n a tu re . T h is e te rn a l w ork  of n a tu re  is th e  evolation  
o f beings who p ass th ro u g h  c e r ta in  stag es on th e ir  w ay back to  th e  pantos , from  
w hich th ey  cam e fo rth  only because th e  problem  of perfection  w as to  be solved,— 
a  prob lem  w hich  w ould  have rem ained  a lw ay s inso lub le, if  th e  coro llary  of liberty  
— and  consequen tly  of m ovem ent an d  se lection— h ad  n o t been a cq u ired .”

M . d e  R o sn y  com b ats th e  ch a rg e  o f  eg o ism  u su a lly  p referred  a g a in st  
B u d d h ism , q u o tin g  th e  B u d d liic  la w  w h ich  te a c h e s  th a t  “ in  order to  a tta in  
N irv a n a , i t  is  n e c e ssa r y  to  lo se  th e  c o n sc io u sn ess  o f  th e  se lfish  e g o ; to  
fo r g e t , fu r th er , th a t  on e h a s lo s t  th is  c o n sc io u sn ess , an d  to  b e  ign oran t, 
th a t  one h as fo r g o tte n  to  have lo s t  i t .” H e  co rre cts  th e  com m on  E u rop ean  
in te r p r e ta t io n  o f N ir v a n a  m e a n in g  a n n ih ila t io n ; as th e  m e r g in g  o f th e  
in d iv id u a lity  in  th e  lo n g er  so u l o f  th e  w o r ld  d oes n o t of n e c e s s ity  im p ly  a 
cessa tio n  of e x is te n c e , b u t  o n ly  o f  tem p orary  fu n c tio n . “ K n o w le d g e  is th e  
su p rem e  a sp ira tio n  of th e  B u d d h is t  k n o w le d g e  in  a m oral a ccep ta tio n  o f  
th e  w ord .”

T h e  o th e r  b ook  is, H is to ire  de  la  L itte r a tu re  J lin d o u e  L es G rands  
F oem es R e lig en s  et P h ilo so p h iq u es , b y  M . J ea n  L ahor, w h ich  “ g iv e s , in  a 
co m p a ra tiv e ly  sm a ll co m p a ss , a  h ig h ly  v a lu a b le  a cco u n t o f H in d u  L ite r a 
ti11'6 .............I t  1S m ore th a n  a  h is to r y , as i t  g iv e s  u s ,” sa y s  th e  rev iew e r , “ an
in te ll ig e n t  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  a n d  te a c h in g  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
w r it in g s  o f  th e  S a n sc r it  p e r io d .............M . L a b o r ’s a b ility  to  d ea l w ith  p h ilo 
so p h ic  p ro b lem s in v o lv e d  in  th e  s tu d y , is  m o st co n sp icu o u s in  th e  con
c lu d in g  ch a p ter , in  w h ic h  h e  d is c u s s e s  th e  probab le e ffe c t  o f  th e  N eo -  
B u d d h ism  w h ic h  h a s  ta k e n  h o ld  o f  m an y  m in d s in  F ra n ce  an d  G erm an y, if  
n o t in  E n g la n d . H e  h as no fear  th a t  it  w ill  lea d  to  th e  co n se q u en ce s  w h ich  
P a n th e ism  is  a lle g e d  to  h a v e  ;” an d  th is , th in k s  h e , b eca u se  th e  W ester n  races  
h a v e  v ig o u r  n o t p o ssessed  b y  th e  E a st. M . L a h o r  “ has p en e tra te d  ben eath  
th e  m ere su r fa ce  m e a n in g  o f  th e  lite r a tu r e , w ith  g r e a t p o e tic  in s ig h t  and  
r e lig io u s  sy m p a th y .”

______________________  A . L . C.

K A R M A .
In  rep ly  to  M r. C. R . S r in iv a sa  A y a n g a r ’s n o te  on  K arm a, it  is  s ta ted  

b y  M r. K e ig h t le y  th a t  a  m an  is  b o u n d  b y  b is  a c tio n  or K a rm a  w h en  ho so  
c o n n e c ts  h is  m in d  w ith  th e  A ction a n d  it s  r e s u lts ,  th a t  h e  w ill a g a in  id e n tify  
h im se lf  w ith  th o se  r e s u lts  in  th e ir  fu tu r e  d e v e lo p m e n t. C o n se q u en tly  th e

th eo ry  t lia t  K arm a done as a  d u ty , i. e., K arm a g e n e r a te d  w ith o n t any  
o b je c t, is  h e ld  good . M r. K e ig h t le y  q u o tes th e  in sta n ce  o f a  m an w ho k ills  
an d  sa y s th a t  th e  a sso c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  h is m in d  and th e  con seq u en ces o f h is  
a ct w ill p ro d u ce g r e a t  d is tu r b a n c e , i. e., su ffer in g  in  h is m in d  (in h is  n e x t  
b irth ), i f  he co m m its th e  m u r d e r  in te n tio n a lly  and  d e lib era te ly . I f , on th e  
o th e r  band , h e  h a s  k ille d  th e  m a n  a c c id e n ta lly  w ith o u t h is  m ind  b ein g  
d irec ted  w ith  in te n t io n  or p u r p o se  to w ard s th e  deed , th en  it  is  s ta ted  th a t  
h is m in d  n o t h a v in g  b een  “ b o u n d  u p ” w ith  th e  cau ses o f th o se  e ffects , th e  
e ffe c ts  th e m se lv e s  w il l  n o t  b e  ca p a b le  o f  p ro d u c in g  g rea t m en ta l d istu rb a n ce , 
or su ffer in g , in  h im .

T h e  a rg u m en t to  m y  m in d  d o es n o t seem  co n c lu siv e . M r. K e ig h tle y  
p o stu la te s  th a t  th e  e ffe c ts  o f o n e ’s a c t io n s  in  th is  b irth  w ill  a ffec t  one’s m in d  
in  th e  n ex t, and  c a u se  m e n ta l d is tu r b a n c e . I  b e liev e  tb e  sk an d h as w hich  
lie  in  w a it for th e  re tu r n  o f  th e  e g o  from  D ev a ch a n  se ize  it , and  th e  resu lt  
is  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l is th r o w n , or  born, in  a so c ie ty  w h ich  is  q u ite  in har
m o n y  w ith  th e  s ta te  o f m in d  as m od ified  b y  th e  sk h a n d a s. T h u s it  w ill be 
se en  th a t  it  is  n o t  th e  m in d  a lo n e  th a t  is  a ffec ted , b u t th a t h is  en tir e  b e iu g  
is  a lso  a ffec ted .

T ak e, for in sta n ce , a  b o y  in  a b u tc h e r ’s fa m ily . F rom  h is  in fa n cy  h e  
h a s b een  so  m u ch  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  k i l l in g  o f  a n im a ls , th a t  b y  th e  tim e  
h e  a rr iv es a t th e  a g e  o f  d isc r e tio n  h is  m o ra l p ercep tion , so  far  as k illin g  is 
co n cern ed , b eco m es a  p e r fe c t  b la n k . T h e  sa m e  m ay be sa id  o f can n ib als. 
AVell, su p p o se  su c h  a  b u tc h e r  k il ls  a n  a n im al or a can n ib al, h is fe llo w  m an. 
Whafc is  th e  r e s u lt?  W ill  h e  b e  a ffec ted  b y  K arm a?  I f  so , h o w ?  I f  not, 
w h y  ? I f  M r. K e ig h t le y ’s e x p la n a tio n  is  a d m itte d  w e sh a ll b e  in  d ilem m a, 
for  w e sh a ll be a ssu m in g  th a t  fo r  th e  sam e a ct th e  ig n o ra n t i s  le t  off and  th e  
se n s ib le  p u n ish ed . T h is  I  d o  n o t  c o n c e iv e  is  ju s t ic e . T h ere  is  a b so lu te ly  
no in c e n t iv e  for se e k in g  a f t e r  w isd o m . W h y  th e n  are a ll  o u r e fforts to  
s tr iv e  a fter  a h ig h er  s ta te  ? I s  i t  to  rec e iv e  p u n ish m e n t w h ich  w ill  be h ea v y  
in  p rop ortion  to  our in te ll ig e n c e  ? N a tu r e  w o u ld  be u n w ise  in  th e  w o rk in g  
o f  it s  law  o f P r o g r e ss .

T h en , a g a in  w h a t are  o u r stafces o f  co n sc io u sn ess bufc f le e tin g  p h an tom s ? 
W h a t o u r  4 g o o d ’ a n d  ‘ e v i l /  b u t r e la t iv e  term s s ig n ify in g  co n v en tio n s  o f a  
so c ie ty  ro lled  up  in  i l lu s io n ,— a  so c ie ty  w h o se  m en ta l pow ers are y e t  too  
fe e b le  to  g r a sp  th e  fo u r th  d im e n sio n .

In d iv id u a lly  sp e a k in g , I  am  o f  op in io n  th a t  K arm a d oes affecfc ev ery  
c r e a tu r e . T h e  o n ly  e x c e p tio n , i f  I  can  u se  th e  term , is th e  h ig h e s t  adepfc 
w h o , b e in g  in cap a b le  o f  a n y th in g  b u t  p u re love , fo r  th e  w h o le  u n iv erse  is  to  
h im  a  p a r t o f  h im s e lf  or h im s e lf  a  parfc o f th e  u n iversa l w h ole, cannot; 
g en e r a te  a n y  force, a n y  K a rm a  ; b eca u se  h e  is  con sc iou s o f  h im se lf  an d  
n o th in g  e lse , in  thafc h e  r e c o g n iz e s  h im s e lf  in  ev ery th in g . Ifc is  a t  th is  poinfc 
th a t  K arm a ceases to  a c t . W h e th e r  a m an is  con sc iou s or no, i f  he does an  
a c t —and he m u st do so , ca n n o t h e lp  b u t d o in g  so , as an  e n t ity  co n sc io u s o f  
h im se lf  a s d is t in c t  from  o th e r s— h e m u st reap  tb e  fru it  o f  h is w isdom  or  
fo lly . N a tu r e  is  im p a rtia l. T h e  o n ly  d ifferen ce betw een  a co n sc io u s and an  
u n c o n sc io u s  a c t  is  th a t a  c o n sc io u s a c t  p roceed s from  a m ore se n s it iv e  b e in g  
w h o  fe e ls  th e  co n se q u en ce s  m ore a c u te ly  th a n  a less  co n sc io u s b e in g  w h o  
h as le s s  se n s ib il ity . T h e d ifferen ce  is  on ly  co n stitu tio n a l to  th e  in d iv id u a l.

D . B . V en k a ta su bba  R au , F . T . S .

W it h  referen ce  to  the  co rresp on d en ce on  K arm a afc p r esen t a p p earin g  in  
th is  m ag a zin e , I  sh o u ld  lik e  to  e x p ress  certa in  v iew s. T h e  p rec ise  m eth o d s



in  w liich  K arm a a cts  m u st he for m any a d ay  an u n so lved  q u estion  for u s , 
so  lim ited  is our ran ge of p ercep tion  as reg a rd s c a u se s  an d  th e ir  e ffe c ts  011 
other and h ig h er  p la n es. I 11 “ L ig h t  on th e  P a th ” i t  is  sa id  “ T h e  o p eration s  
o f  th e  a ctu a l la w s o f K arm a are n ot to  be s tu d ie d  u n til  th e  d isc ip le  has  
reach ed  th e  p o in t a t w h ich  th e y  110 lo n g er  a ffec t h im s e lf ;” an d  th is  w ou ld  
se em  to  be a w ise  ru le , if th e  in v e st ig a t io n  o n ly  lea d s to  th e  id ea  th a t it is 
a fter  a ll b e tte r  to  rem ain  in  a sta te  of ig n o ra n ce , an d  so esca p e  th a t h ea v ier  
p u n ish m e n t w h ic h  k n o w led g e  of good  and  e v il b r in g s  i f  w ro n g  be co m m itted . 
I n  th e  ab ove le tte r  from  M r. V en ca ta su b b a  R a u  su ch  a  co n c lu sio n  h as been  
a rrived  a t a s th e  resu lt  o f a  certa in  lin e  o f arg u m en t.

W ith  referen ce to  u n in ten tio n a l a c tio n s , su c h  as th e  a cc id en ta l k illin g  
o f  a  fe llo w -b e in g , th e re  is  on e p o in t w h ich  h a s b een  ig n o red  in  th e  p rev io u s  
le tte r s , w h ich  is  th is — C an n ot one p erson  be s im p ly  th e  in stru m e n t th r o u g h  
w h ich  K arm a ta k e s  e ffe c t  on  a n o th e r ?  I t  is  g en era lly  a ccep ted  th a t  
th o u g h t  m u st p reced e a ctio n  ; now  w hen  o n e m an a cc id e n ta lly  k ills  an oth er , h e  
h a d  n ot p rev io u sly  fo rm u la ted  th e  th o u g h t  o f  th e  a c tio n  w h ich  has tak en  
p lace , and  so  ca n n o t b e  in  re a lity  resp o n sib le  for  it . T h e  r e su lt  is  term ed  an  
a cc id en t, and  th is  is  p u rely  in  a re la tiv e  sen se , in  so  m uch  as th e  m an  com 
m itte d  an  a ctio n  w h ic h  h e  had  no in te n tio n  o f c o m m it t in g ; b u t in p o s tu la t 
in g  p erfect ju s t ic e  in  n a tu re , w e  ca n n ot a d m it th e  id ea  of a cc id en t p e r  se. 
W h ere  th en  w a s fo rm u la ted  th e  id ea  w h ich  r e su lte d  in  a c tio n  th ro u g h  th e  
in s tr u m e n ta lity  o f a  m an P I  can  a t p resen t se e  n o  so lu tio n  to  th e  q u estio n  

o th e r  th a n  th e  fo llo w in g .
A  cer ta in  K a rm ic  e ffe c t, v iz ., p h ysica l d ea th , w a s d u e  to  a  certa in  m an , 

t h is  K arm a, b e in g  p reserv ed  in  id ea tio n  so m ew h ere  in  n atu re  from  p a st  
c a u se s , becom es a c t iv e  th r o u g h  th e  in s tr u m e n ta lity  o f  an oth er  m an w ho c a n n o t  
b e in  an y  w a y  m e n ta lly  or m ora lly  resp on sib le  for  su ch  actio n . B u t, an d  th is  
i s  th e  im p ortan t p o in t, h a v in g  been  a sso c ia ted  w ith  th  ea c tio n , h e ,i .e ., th e  k iller , 
m u s t  rem ain  in  so m e w a y  a sso c ia ted  w ith  th e  r e m i t s ; therefo re , s t il l  k e e p in g  
th e  id ea  o f p er fec t  ju s t ic e  b efore  u s, w e m u s t  co n c lu d e  tb a t  i t  w as h is K arm a  
t o  be so  a sso c ia ted , w h ich  com es to  th e  sam e th in g  as sa y in g  th a t  it  w as h is  
K a rm a  to  be ch o sen  as th e  u n w itt in g  in str u m e n t for  an a c tio n  b earin g  certa in  
k a rm ic  r esu lts  tow a rd s h im se lf . W ith o u t som e su c h  so lu tio n , how  w ou ld  yo u  
a c c o u n t  for th e  in te n s e  m en ta l su ffer in g  a m an  u n d erg o es  if  he k ill  an oth er  
b y  a c c i d e n t  ? I t  m u st be h is  K a rm a  to  su ffer  in  th is  m ann er, n o t b eca u se  
o f  t h e  d eed  in  w h ich  he h ad  no m en ta l p a rtic ip a tio n , b u t from  p a st  ca u se s , 
h is  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  in  k il l in g  a m an  b e in g  o n ly  th e  m e a n s w h ereb y  su ch  p a st  
c a u s e s  t a k e  e ffe c t. B u t  in  t h e  ca se  o f  w ilfu l an d  in te n tio n a l m u r d e r  th e  co n 
d it io n s  are e n t ir e ly  d ifferen t, aB M r. K e ig h t le y  sa y s  in  h is  re p ly  to  M r. 
S r i n i v a s a  A iy a n g a r  in  th e  A p r il nu m b er, “ a  m a n  is  b o u n d  b y  a ctio n  or K arm a  
w h e n  he so  co n n ec ts  h is  m in d  w ith  th e  actio n  a n d  i t s  resu lts , th a t  h e  w ill 
again id e n tify  h im se lf  w i th  th e se  r e s u lts  in  th e ir  fu tu r e  d ev e lo p m en t,” an d  h is  
so lu t io n  o f th e  p ro b lem  is ,  to  m e a t  le a s t, sa t is fa c to r y .

M r. S r in iv a sa  A iy a n g a r ’s  q u ery — “ T h en  w h a t  b ecom es o f th e  p ersona  
o r  th in g s  th a t su ffer  from  th e  K arm a of b ea sts  P E v e n  if  th e y  do n o t b ind  
th e  actor , w h a t o f th e  v ic t im s  ?”— h as a s im p le  so lu tio n , i f  y o u  a d m it th a t su ch  
su ffer in g  is  th e  e ffe c t  o f K arm a, or  th e  ju s t  r e su lt  o f  ca u se s  p r e v io u s ly  s e t  
in  m otion  ; and  i t  w o u ld  b e  a s rea so n a b le  to  a sk  h ow  th e  poor p r iso n er  is  
r e c o m p e n s e d  w h en  a  ju d g e  se n te n c e s  a  m an  to  a  j u s t  p u n ish m e n t for h is  
crim es, as to  q u ery  h o w  th e  v ic t im  is  r eco m p en se d  fo r  su ffe r in g  ju s t  
retr ib u tion  un d er K a rm io  law . 1 m ay  be r ig h t, or I  m ay be w ro n g ,

b u t a t  p resen t th c  law  on  th is  p o in t en u n c ia te s  i t s e lf  for m e t h u s : —  
T h e am o u n t o f k arm ic e ffe c t  in  pain  or p lea su re  r e s u lt in g  to  a n y  in d iv i
d u a l from  a n y  p a rticu la r  a c t io n  is  d ir e c t ly  proportionate to  th e  am o u n t o f  
m oral co n sc io u sn ess  p o sse sse d  b y  th a t  in d iv id u a l. In  o th er  w ord s, in d iv i
d u a ls su ffer  pa in  for ev il done, or p le a su r e  for good done, in  prop ortion  to  
th e  e n e r g y  of th e ir  m en ta l p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  su ch  deeds. A p p ly in g  th is  law  
to  th e  ca se  in  p o in t, viz ., th e  k il l in g  o f a  m an, w e find th at, a lth o u g h  th e  
k arm ic e ffe cts  m u st r e su lt  in  an y  ca se , y e t  in  th e  case o f  an an im al th e  
reaction  o f  th o se  e ffe c ts  on  th e  a n im a l m u s t  be n il, for the m oral co n sc io u s
n ess ap p ears to  be dorm ant, and  in  th e  ca se  o f  m en, su ch  co n sc io u sn ess in 
c rea sin g  d ir e c t ly  w ith  m en ta l e v o lu t io n , th e  k a rm ic  reaction  for  th e  con sc io u s  
d eed  w ill be p rop ortionate  to  th e  in d iv id u a l’s m oral ca p a c ity , w h ich  is  ta n 
ta m o u n t to  sa y in g — p rop ortionate to  th e  in d iv id u a l’s k n o w led g e  o f  “ g o o d ” 
and  “ e v i l .”

I n  a n sw er th e n  to  M r. V e n k a ta su b b a  R a il’s q u estio n , “ S u p p o se  a  
b u tch er  k il ls  an  an im al, w h a t w il l  be th e  re su lt  ? W ill he be a ffec ted  b y  
K arm a ?” I  sh o u ld  sa y , w ith  M r. K e ig h tle y , th a t th e  resu lt w ill be th e  sam e, 
110 m a tter  w ho, or w h at, k ills  th e  a n im a l ; b u t  th a t  the  am ount o f  th a t resu lt, 
w h ich  w ill re-act on  th e  k ille r , so  a s to  ca u se  p a in , m u st be p rop ortio n a te  to  
h is m oral p ercep tio n  as to  r ig h t  a n d  w ro n g . T h e  sto ry  o f  th e  b u tch er  w h o  
w as y e t  an a d ep t, to  be fo u n d  in  th e  M ah ab h arata , (S e ctio n  209 o f  tbe  M ar- 
k a n d ey a -S a m a sy a  P arva) is, to  m y m in d , an  a lleg o r ica l m ode of ex p r e ss in g  th e  
sam e id ea ; for, b u tc h e r in g  b e in g  h is  a p p o in ted  trad e in  life , Y u d h ish th ir a ’s  
m oral se n se  in  th a t  d irectio n  w as d orm an t, h en ce actio n s w h ich  w ou ld  o th er
w ise  bear k a rm ic  r e su lts  d id  n o t p rev en t h im  rea ch in g  m oral p erfection  iu  
other  d irectio n s, as h is  m in d  w a s in  n o  w a y  bou n d  up in th e  s la u g h te r  o f tho  
a n im a ls .

I t  is s ta te d  in th e  O rd in an ces o f M anu th a t  tb e  K arm a from  k il l in g  a B rah 
m in  is g rea ter  th a n  th a t  e n su in g  from  tho  m u rd er of an ord in ary  m orta l, 
w h ich  m ean s, o f cou rse, th a t  th e  h ig h e r  in  th e  ev o lu tio n a ry  sc a le  th e  form  o f  
l ife  d estro y ed , th e  g rea ter  is  th e  k a rm ic  effec t. T h is  su its  o u r  m ora l se n se , 
for w e  n a tu r a lly  look  npon th e  s la u g h te r  o f an  an im al as a le ss  cr im e a g a in st  
n a tu re  th a n  th e  m u rd er  of a  m a n . A n a ly z in g  th is , w e find  th a t b oth  m an  
and an im al c o n s is t  o f a certa in  d efin ite  se t  o f fo rces a c tin g  in  a d e f in ite  d irec 
t io n  for a  d efin ite  p u r p o se ; b y  k il l in g  th e  m an or anim al th e se  fo rces  aro  
sca ttered , d isco r d  is  p rod u ced  in  n a tu re , an d  h er  in te n tio n s, for  a  tim e  a t  
lea st, fru stra te d . B u t  th e se  fo rces b e in g  s tr o n g e r  and m ore co m p lica ted  
in  m an th a n  in  th e  an im al, an d  m an o c c u p y in g  a lto g e th e r  a m ore im p ortan t  
p osition  in  th e  econ om y o f n a tu re , fa r  m o re  d isco rd  is  created  by h is  s la u g h 
ter  th a n  b y  th a t o f an  a n im a l; co n se q u e n tly  th e  rea c tio n  w ill be g r e a te r  a lso , 
h en ce th e  K a rm a  m a y  be sa id  to  be g r e a te r  or le ss  accord ing  as th e  form  
of life  d estro y ed  is h ig h e r  or low er in  th e  sc a le  o f evo lu tion .

R e tu r n in g  to  th e  m ain p o in t u n d er  co n sid er a tio n , it  is  e v id e n t th a t  th e  
sam e d iscord , or ru p tu re  of a n a tu ra l h arm ony, m u st occur, w h a te v e r  m ay  bo 
th c  m ean s o f k illin g , and  w h eth er  a c c id e n ta l or in te n tio n a l;  th e n  from  
reason s g iv e n  above, I  w ou ld  co n c lu d e  th a t  th e  fu ll  effect o f th e  K a rm a  is  
v is ite d  on h u m a n ity  co lle c t iv e ly  w h en  a m an  or an im al is k illed  by an  a n im a l; 
th a t w h en  a  m an  is  k illed  a c c id e n ta lly  b y  a n o th er  the re -a ctio n a ry  forccs  
are sp read  o v er  tho hu m an  fa m ily  as u n ited  K arm a, th e  in d iv id u a l w h o w a s  
tbe  in str u m e n t o f  d ea th  n o t b e in g  a t  a ll id en tified  w ith  the a ctio n  m en ta lly  ; 
a n d  th a t  w h en  a m an w ilfu lly  k ills  an o th er  m an  or au an im al, th e  am o u n t



of th e  r e su ltin g  k arm ic  force  w h ich  id en tifies  itse lf  w ith  h im  w ill d epend  on  
th e  s ta te  o f  m oral co n sc io u sn ess  o f  th a t nittn, or on th e  a m o u n t o f  m en ta l 
e n e r g y  in  th e  a c t io n ; th e  rem a in d er  o f  th e  K arm a b e in g  sh a red  by th e  
h u m an  fam ily .

I  fa il to  see  th e  d ilem m a  in to  w h ich  M r. V en k a ta su b b a  R o w  says M r. 
K e ig h t le y ’s exp la n a tio n  p laces u s ; an d  I am  afra id  I  ca n n o t u n d ersta n d  M r. 
V eu k a tn su b b a  R a u ’s id ea  of ju s t ic e , for m o st cer ta in ly , if  tw o  m en  w ere  
b ro u g h t up  to  m e ch a rged  w ith  th e  sam e o ffen ce  a g a in s t  som e law , nnd if  
o n e w ere proved  to  h a v e  b een  ig n o r a n t  of fche e x is te n c e  o f su c h  law , I  w ou ld  
n ev er  dream  of p u n ish in g  th a t  m an  as I  w o u ld  th e  o th er , w h o  k n o w in g  th e  
law  w ilfu l ly  b rok e it .

M r. V e n k a ta su b b a  R au  s a y s — 11 T h en  th ere  is a b so lu te ly  n o  in c e n tiv e  for  
B eek in g  a fter  w isdom , & c.” B u t  I  th in k  h e  h as arriv ed  a t th is  co n clu sion  
r a th er  h a stily , for he fo rg e ts  th a t, w h ile  su ffer in g  for w r o n g -d o in g  in crea ses  
w ith  our k n o w led g e  o f  “ r ig h t  an d  “ w r o n g ,” bo a lso  does p lea su re  from  rig h t-  
d o in g  in crease  w ith  su ch  k n o w led g e  ; th u s  th e  sc a le s  o f ju s t ic e  are b alanced , 
an d  w e are g iv e n  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f th r o w in g  off th e  y o k e  o f K arm a. In  th e  
sacred  book o f th e  C h ristian  C h u rch  w e find  th e  sam e law  o f  K arm a clearly  
e x p r e sse d  b y  th e  N a za re n e  I n it ia te , J e s u s : — “ A n d  th a t  se r v a n ts , w h ich  
k n ew  h is  L o r d ’s w ill, and  p rep ared  n o t h im se lf , n e ith e r  d id  a cco rd in g  fco h is  
w ill, sh a ll  be b<*aten w ith  m a n y  s tr ip e s . B u t h e  th a t  k n ew  n o t , and  d id  com 
m it  th in g s  w orth y  o f Btripes, sh a ll be b ea ten  w ith  f e w  s tr ip e s . F o r  u n to  
w h o m so v er  m u c h  is  g iv e n , o f h im  sh a ll m u ch  be req u ired . (S t . L u k e  x ii. 

47, 4 8 ).”
I t  is  p er fec tly  tru e , an d  a fa c t  reco g n ised  b y  o c c u lt is ts , th a t  in  s tr iv 

in g  a fter  a h ig h e r  s ta te  (w h ich  in c r e a se s  o u r  m oral p ercep tio n  of r ig h t  and  
w ro n g ) d eed s, good  or ev il, e n ta il  h ea v ier  k arm ic  re su lts  fo r  u s  than  lik e  
d eed s for o th e rs, for th e  s im p le  rea so n , as M r. K e ig h tle y  sa y s , th a t  m ore of 
o u r m in d  is  b ou n d  up  in  th e m . T h e  in c e n t iv e  for  se e k in g  a fte r  w isd om  is  
th is , th a t  by g a in in g  i t  w e  m ay  b e  ab le  to  d is t in g u is h  b etw een  “ g o o d ” an d  
4< e v il ,” an d  b y  a v o id in g  th e  e v il  g ra d u a lly  gro w  in to  h arm o n y  w ith  n atu re , 
a n d  throw  off th o se  k arm ic  ch a in s  w h ich  m u st c o n tin u e  to  b in d  u s, t i l l  w e  
lea rn  w isd om  and u se  it . S o  th a t , i f  th e  ab ove b e  at a ll  a correct e n u n 
c ia t io n  of K arm ic L aw , i t  does nofc fo llo w  th a t  “ n a tu r e  w ould  b e  u n w ise  in  
th e  w o r k in g  of its  law  o f p ro g ress ,” a s M r. V e n k a ta su b b a  R a u  se em s to  
th in k .

In  h is  co n c lu d in g  para, th is  g en tlem a n  w ise ly  sa y s  “ o u r ' g o o d ’ an d  ‘e v il’ 
are b u t  r e la t iv e  term s ;” q u ite  so , bufc r e la t iv e  to  w h at, if  n o t to  in d iv id u a l  
s ta te s  o f  c o n sc io u sn ess , for w b a t ap p ea rs r ig h t  to  a  sa v a g e  m a y  appear  
w ro n g  to  a  c iv ilis e d  m an  (y e t  M r. V e n k a ta su b b a  R a u  w o u ld  h a v eth  m o  
p u n ish e d  e q u a lly );  and  it  is  j u s t  b eca u se  ou r sta te s  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  are  
f le e tin g  (i. e., lia b le  to  ch a n g e) th a t  w e are ab le  to  p rogress, for o u r  p ow er fco 
d isc r im in a te  b etw een  “ g o o d ” an d  “ e v i l” th e reb y  g ro w s, and  w e  can  pub 
o u rse lv es  m ore an d  m ore in  h a r m o n y  wifch n atu re , w h ich  is  th e  a im  o f  p ro 
g ress, and  th e  g o a l o f ev o lu tio n .

C. L. F bacocke.

OF T I IE

FIFTEENTH CONVENTION AND ANNIVERSARY

O P  T H E

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SOCIETY,

A t  t h e  H e a d - Q u a r t e r s ,  A d y a r ,  M a d r a s ,  D e c e m b e r  t i i e  2 7  t h ,  

2 8 t h , a n d  2 9 t i i , — 1 8 9 0 .

d f f m n l  | ) f l 0 u t t m t U *

T h e  G e n e r a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o p e n e d  a t  n o o n  on  D e c e m b e r  27fcli w ith  th o  

fo l lo w in g  a d d r e s s  fr o m  th o  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r ,  w h o  w a s  m o s t  en th u s i^  
a s t ic a j ly  r e c e iv e d .

T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’S  A D D R E S S .

BR O T H E R S ,— M o s t h e a r t i ly  I  b id  y o u  w e lc o m e  to  A d y a r  a n d  th a n k  

y o u  fo r  y o u r  a t te n d a n c e . A l l  p a r ts  o f  th o  S o c ie ty  a re  r e p r e s e n te d .  
B e s id e s  D e le g a t e s  fr o m  in d iv id u a l  B r a n c h e s , w e  h a v o  h e r o  th e  G e n e r a !  

S e c r e ta r ie s  o f  t l ie  fo u r  In d ia n  S e c t io n s  o r  th e ir  p r o x ie s , th e  G e n e r a l  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  t h e  C e y lo n  S e c t io n , a n d , in  t h e  p erso n  o f  M r. B e r tr a m  

K e ig h t le y ,  t h e  r e g u la r ly  d e p u te d  D e le g a t e  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n , B r it i s h  a n d  

E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n s . F in a l ly ,  w e  a r e  g la d  to  w e lc o m e  in  t h e  R e v e r e n d  

P r ie s t  K o z e n  a n d  M r. T o k u sa w a , w o r th y  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  B u d 

d h is t s  o f J a p a n , a n d  in  M e ssr s . D h a m m a p a la  a n d  H e m a c h a n d r a , S in h a le s o  

b r e th r e n , w h o  a r e  a c t iv e ly  e n g a g e d  in  p r o m o tin g  th e  B u d d h is t  r e v iv a l  

in  t h e  lo v e ly  I s la n d  o f  C e y lo n . A  B u r m e s e  B u d d h is t  g e n t le m a n  w i l l  

a r r iv e  w i t h in  t h e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  to  m e e t  h is  a b o v en a m e d  c o -r e lig io n is t s  

a n d  c o n s u lt  m e  o n  b e h a lf  o f  h is  p e o p le  a b o u t  a  r e lig io u s  m a tte r  o f  th o  

g r a v e s t  im p o r ta n c e .

T h e  G e n e r a l  O u t l o o k .

A  B u rvey  o f  t h e  w h o le  th e o so p h ic a l fie ld  s in co  th e  la s t  C o n v e n t io n  

( t h a t  o f  1 8 8 8 )  s h o w s  th e  fo l lo w in g  fa c ts . I  h a v e  m ado th e  v i s i t  to  J a p a n ,  

t h e n  c o n te m p la te d , u n d e r  e sc o r t  o f  M r. N o g u c h i, w h o m  y o u  m e t  h e r e  ; 

g a th e r e d  to g e th e r  t h e  H ig h  P r ie s t s  o f  th o  e ig h t  J a p a n e se  s e c t s  ; u n d e r  

t h e ir  su p er in ten d en ce^  m a d e  th e  to u r  o f  th e  E m p ir e ; w it h in  1 0 7  d a y s ,

d e l iv e r e d  7 6  p n b lic  a d d r e sse s  to  a n  a g g r e g a te  o f  2 9 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le __aa
e s t im a te d  h y  th o  C o m m itte e  o f  th o  S e c t s ;  r e c e iv e d  th o  m o st  c o u r tc o im  

t r e a tm e n t  fro m  a l l  c la s sc s , fro m  H is  I m p e r ia l  M ajefcty a n d  h is  C a b in e t
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