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SPECIA L NOTICES.
I t  Is evident th a t tho T iimjsoPiiist  will offer to ftdvcrti&cra unusual ad 

vantages in circulation. Wo b.ivo already subscriber* in oveiy po rt of 
India, in Ceylon, Burmah, and on tlio 1'oisian Gulf. Our paper also goes 
to  G reat B ritain , Franco, Germany, H ungary, Greece, Russia, Couatauti- 
noplo, Egypt, A ustralia, and North and South America. Tho following yury 
modcrato rated have been adopted ;

A d v u it is in g  IlvTKa.
First insertion......... 16 lines and under..........1 Rupee.
For each additional lino........................................1 Anna.

Spaco is charged for a t  th e  ra te  of PJ lines to the inch. Spccial arrau^e* 
m e n u  can bo made for largo advertisem ents, and for louder and fixed 
period*. For further inform ation aud eontraeU  for advertising , a p p y  to

Miuisna. COOI'EU k  Co.,

Advertising Agents, Booksellers and Publishers, Meadow Street, Fort. 
Bombay.
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T o SUD9CR1DKKS.

The Subscription price a t  which tho Tm .oflorm at Is published barely 
covers coat—tho design in establishing Uio journal having been ra ther 
to reach a  very wide circle of reader.*, than  to niako a protit. Wo cannot 
atloril, therefore, to send specimen copies froo, nor to supply libraries, so
cieties, or individuals gratuitously. For tho samo reason wo arc obliged 
to adopt tho plan, now universal in America, uf requiring subscribers to
ii ly in udvance, and of stopping tho )>apcr a t  tho  end of tho term  paid for. 
Many years of practical experience has convinced W estern publishers th a t 
th is *y*tcm of exi*h paym ent is tho bent and most satisfactory to  both 
parties ; and all respectable journals are  now conductcd on th is plau.

Subscribers wishing a  iTinted receip t for the ir rem ittances m ust send 
stamp* for return  poatu^e. Otherwise, acknowledgm ents will be made 
through tho journal.

lb o  T n to so r iiis r  will appear cach m onth. Tho rates, f»r twelve num 
bers of not less than  40 columns Hoy a I 4to each, of reading m atter, or 
4{>U columns in all, are as follows : —To Subscribers in any p a rt of India, 
its. (> |»er annum ; iu Cuylou, Us. 7 ; in tho S tra its  Settlem ents, China, Japan , 
and A ustralia, Us. 8 ; in Africa, Europe, ami tho U nited S tates, JL 1. lla lf  
year (In d ia jiU . -4; Single copies annas 12. Rem ittances in jiostal .stamps 
mu. t  bo a t  tbo ra te  of annas 17 to tho Rupee to cover discount. The abovo 
rates include postage. .\o  hitme will be entered in the bools or ihtper sent 
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at the expiration oj tht Urm subscribed fur. Rem ittances should be m ade in 
Money-orders, llundis, Bill cheques, (or T reasury bills, if in registered 
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lWJ, Girgaum Buck Road, Bombay, Iudia.
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gomcry Place ; Chicago, 111. J .  0 . Bundy, W, U  Sallo St. American sub- 
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way, Now York.
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Tlio Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed 
hy contributors in their articles. (Jreiit latitude is allowed 
to correspondents, and they alone arc accountable for what 
they write. Rejected MSS. are not returned.

T llK  O F F E R  MADE IN’ O U R  M ARCH N U M IU 'R  TO I’l'RCHAKK 
kick, at ii lair price, copies of tho October mid November 
issues has not been accepted in a solitary instance. The 
inference is, therefore, that they aro all in the hands of 
those who mean to keep them. Ho, us now subscribers aro 
enrolling themselves every day, and all ask for the maga
zine Irom the commencement, Wo have derided to reprint 
the October ami November numbers, even though this

will involve an outlay of several huudred rupees. P e r
sons in India and Ceylon who w ish to complete the ir  sets 
luay now rem it us a t  the  ra te  of annas twelve for each ol 
those issues, or lls. i -8 tor the  two. To all others, the 
price will be 2«. sterling lor each. New subscribers in, I n d ia  
who prefer that their year ahull commence w ith  the begin- 
n in ij  u f  the volume will be charged Ks. C-tf for the  year, 
or Ks. 4-tt for the tirst six numbers. The rates for other 
countries will be proportionately increased.

A  M E D A L  O F  H O N O R .

( E x t  rad  fro m  the M inutes o f  the Meet in// o f  the General 
Council, held at Bombay. February, 5th 1SS0.)

W ith  a view to stim ulate  enquiry, hy the Natives of 
India, into the literature of ancient times, to increase their 
respect for their ancestors, and to thus accomplish one im 
portant object for which the Theosophical (Society was 
formed, it  is by the  General Council

R k s o i .y k d

T h a t  there shall be fo u n d ed  a h ig h  p riz e  a n d  d ig n ity  to  
lw k n o w n  a n d  d e s ig n a te d  a s  ‘ T h e  Medal ol Honor o f th e  
T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty ,’ fo r aw a rd  u n d e r  c o m p e titio n .

The said medal shall be of jiuie silver and made from 
Indian  coins melted down lor the pin pose ; and shall l}e 
suitably engraved, stamped, caived or embossed with a 
device cxpiessive of its high character as a Medal of 
Honor. It shall be annually awarded by a committee of 
Native scholars, designated hy the President, to the Native 
author of the best original Essay upon any subject con
nected with the  ancient religions, philosophies or sciences ; 
preference being given in the Department of Science, other 
things being equal, to the  occult, or mystical, branch of 
science ;is known and practised by the ancients.

The following conditions to govern the award, viz.—
1. The Essay shall be of a  high merit ;
2. Each Essay shall bear u cipher, initial, verse or m ot

to, b u t  no other sign by which the authorship m ay  be 
detected. M'he au thor’s name, in eacli case, to be written
ill il closed envelope outside which shall be inscribed the 
cipher or other device which he has attached to his essay. 
Tho Manuscript to be placed by the President in the hands 
of the  Jury , and the envelopes filed away unopened and 
not examined until the Ju ry  shall h a \e  made their awards.

.‘I. All Essays submitted to Ik a t the disposal of the  
Society, whose officers may designate such as aie pro
nounced most melitorious tor publication in tho T u e o s o - 
r illS T , with their authors' names attached, so th a t  the ir  
learning may be properly appreciated by their country
men.

4. The Society to be allowed to publish as a  separate 
pamphlet, the Essay which shall ho deemed worthy of the  
Medal of Honor, on condition of giving to its author the 
entire net profits of the publication.

f>. Essays to comprise not less than 2,500 nor more 
than  4,000 words— foot-notes and quotations included.

G. The Ju ry  shall also award to the authors of the 
Essays which they consider second and third in degree of



merit, special diplomas, to be entitled Diplomas of Honor 
and authenticated  by the seal of tlie Society. .

7. The Ju ry  may also specifically name three other 
Essays besides the  three aforesaid, for the distinction of 
certificates of Honorable Mention, to be issued to the  re 
spective authors under the seal «f the Society.

H. Essays to be submitted in English, bu t  it  is not 
obligatory tliat the author sliall himself know th a t  lan-

6 linB°* . . . . . . ,
!•. All competing manuscripts to be 111 the  President’s 

bands by 12 o’ clock noon of the 1st day of Ju n e  1880, and 
the  Ju ry  to announce the ir  awards on the  1st day of 
September 1S80.

JO. Upon the receipt of tlie report of the  Jury, the  
President shall a t  once identify the names of the successful 
authors, and officially publish the same throughout Ind ia  
and in all countries where there are branches of the  
U'l ieosopli ical Society.

11, Full authority is given to tins President to adopt 
whatever measures may bo required to carry into effect 
this Resolution.

Attest:—
lvIIAUSEDJI N . S eeuvai,

Join t lleconliny Secretary.

A V ERY EA RN EST K illK N D  ]!E (i8  US TO H E A D  A jMoVK- 
moiit among the native-born population, to ccase using 
the  term “ N a t iv e ” to designate them from foreigners. 
He bitterly complains that, though innocent enough iu 
itself, it  still is employed by those who are no t  friendly 
to them, with a tinge of scorn very galling to a  sensitive 
m an ’s feelings. The complaint does not seem entirely 
well grounded. In  every country the original inhabitants  
are called Native to contrast them  with all who are not 
born on the soil. I n  America, the freest country in the 
world, and where there is absolute equality before the law, 
we are proud to call ourselves Natives, when we wish to 
indicate th a t  we are not immigrants ; and some years 
ago, a  great political party  calling itself th e  Native  
American sprang into existence, a t  a tim e of excitement 
caused by the bare suspicion th a t  foreigners were plotting 
to undermine our liberties. We do no t see how tlie case 
of India can be made an  exception (o a  custom which 
seems to us unavoidable. Our correspondent th inks  th a t  
flie word “ .Bhiiratiaiis ” m ight be adopted w ith  general 
concurrence, Bharat having been the ancient name ol the 
country. B u t  this would noi. be tter  the ease much, since the 
Bhdratian would still have to be called what he would be, viz., 
a  Native. F or our part, wc would feel very proud to be able 
to boast of such a  country ;is this and such an ancestiy, 
even a t  the cost of being called “ Native, ” 'with a  fine 
flavor of scorn. B u t as to the word “ H in d u  ” tlie case is 
different. T hat was invented as an ep i th e t  of scorn and 
contumely, aud we would not be sorry to see it  g ra 
dually fall into disuse. Such radical changes, however, are 
very slowly brought about. O ur Aryan brothers may 
meanwhile ponder what another correspondent has to say 
about “ Hindus,” in a communication to be found else
where.

A I'Aiisr su n s c u iB K u  asics u s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u r a 
tions, which are suggestive, though not new :—

Poona 10th February, 1NS0.
SIR,— I  should feel obliged if I could be enlightened 

bn the two following points by your learned Parsi contri
butors or any member of your learned Society.

1. Is it  right to say my daily Prayers in Zendavesta, 
when I do not understand a  single word of th a t  sacred 
language ? W hy is i t  made compulsory by our Dustoors 
to say them only in Zendavesta ? Is it  for no better rea
son than that of the Catholic, Popes who kep t  the Bible in 
Latin  so th a t  the masses of the  people m ight not under
stand what it  contained ?

2. W hy  do Parsis take cow's urine in the  morning 
as soon as they leave their  bed ?

T H E  S I L E N T  B R O T H E R .
BY COt1 NT E-----------  A----------- , F.T.fi.

The strange story I  am about to say was given me by 
one of its principal heroes. I t s  authentic ity  cannot be 
doubted, however sceptical one lliay feel as to the details 
of the narrative— and this for three good reasons : (n )  the 
circumstances are well known at Palermo, and the  inci
dents still remembered by a few of the oldest inhabitants ; 
(l>) the shock produced by the dreadful occurrence on the 
narrator was so violent as to turn his hair— the  hair  of a 
young man of 2G— as white as snow in one night, and 
make him a  raving lunatic for the next six months ; (c) 
there is an official record of the death-bed confession of 
the criminal, and i t  can be found in the family chronicles of 
the  Prince di R — V— . For myself a t  least, no doubt re
mains as to the veracity of the story.

Olauerbach was a  passiona te lover of the occult sciences. 
For  a, time, his only object was to become a pupil of the 
famous Cagliostro, then living a t  Paris, where he a ttrac t
ed universal attention ; bu t  the  mysterious Count from the 
first refused to have anything to do with him. W hy lie 
declined to accept as pupil 'a  young m a i l  of a good family 
and very intelligent, was a secret which Glaiierbach— the 
narrator of the  tale— could never penetrate. Suffice it  to 
say th a t  all he could prevail upon the “ Grand Coplit” to 
do for him, was to teach him in a  certain degree how to 
learn tho secret thoughts of the poisons he associated 
with, by making them  speak such thoughts audibly with
ou t knowing th a t  the ir  lips were uttering any sound. And 
even this comparatively easy magnetic phase of occult 
science he could not master practically. '

In those days, Cagliostro and his mysterious powers 
were on all tongues. Paris was in a  sta te  of high fever 
about him. A t  Court, in society, in the  Parliament, in 
the  Academy, they spoke bu t  of Cagliostro. The most 
extraordinary stories were told of him, and the more they 
were extraordinary the  mole willingly people believed 
them. They said th a t  Cagliostro had shown pictures of 
future events in his magic mirrors to some of the  most il
lustrious statesmen of France, and, th a t  these events had 
all come to pass. The king and the royal family had been 
of the num ber of those who were allowed to peer into the 
unknown. The “ magician’’ had evoked the  shalles of 
Cleopatra and Ju lius  Ca>sar, of Mahomet and Nero. Glicn- 
gis Khan and Charles the  Fifth had held a  conversazione 
with, the  minister of the  police ; and an outwardly pious, 
b u t  secretly sceptical Christian archbishop having shown 
a desire to have his doubts cleared, ono of the gods wras 
summoned— b u t  did not come, for he had never existed in 
flesh. Marmoutel having expressed the desire to meet 
Belisarius, lie upon seeing the. great warrior emerging from 
the ground, fell senseless. Young, daring and passionate 
Glaiierbach feeling th a t  Cagliostro would never share 
with him  more than  a few crumbs of his great learning, 
turned in another direction, and a t  last found an  unfrock
ed abbot, who for a  consideration took upon himself to 
teach him all he knew. In  a  few months (I) he had learn
ed the weird secrets of black anil white magic, i. e., tlio 
a rt of cleverly bamboozling fools. H e also visited Mesmer 
and his clairvoyants, whoso number had become very largo 
a t  th a t  period. The ill-fated French society of 1785 felt 
its doom approaching ; i t  suffered from spleen and greedi
ly seized upon anything th a t  brought i t  a change in its 
killing satiety aud lethargic monotony. I t  had become 
so sceptical th a t  a t  last, from believing iu nothing, i t  end
ed by believing anything. Glaiierbach, under th e  ex
perienced directions of his abbot, began practising upon 
human credulity. B u t  he had not been more than  eight 
months a t  Paris, when the police paternally advised him 
to go abroad— for his health. There was no appeal from 
such advice. However convenient the capital of France 
for old hands a t  charlatanry, it  is less so for beginners. Ho 
left Paris aud went, via Marseilles, to Palermo.

In  th a t  city the  intelligent pupil of the abbot got ac
quainted with, and contracted a friendship with Mar
quis Hector, youngest son of tho Prince R — V— , one of 
th# most wealthy and noble families of Sicily. Thre<}



years earlier a  great calamity had befallen th a t  house. 
Hector’s eldest brother, D uke  Alfonso, had disappeared 
w ithout leaving any c lu e ; and the  old prince, half killed 
with despair, had left the  world for tlio re tirem ent of his 
magnificent villa in the suburbs of Palermo, where ho lod 
the life of a  recluse.

Tlio young Marquis was dying witji ennui. N o t know
ing what be t te r  to do with himself, under tho directions of 
Glaiiorbach ho began studying magic, or a t  least, th a t  
which passed under th a t  name with the  clever German. 
The professor and pupil became inseparable.

As Hector was th e  Prince’s second son, he had, du r
ing the lifo of his elder brother, 110 choice left him, bu t  
to join either th e  arm y or the  church. All th e  wealth of 
the  family passed into the  hands of D uke  Alfonso 
I t— V— , who was betrothed, moreover to  Bianca Al- 
fiori, a  rich orphan, left a t  the age of ten, heiress to an 
immense fortune. This marriage united the  wealth of 
both tho houses of 11— V —  and Alfieri, and it  had all been 
Bottled when both Alfonso and Bianca were mere children, 
without even a thought as to whether they  would ever 
como to like each other. Fate, however, decided it  should 
bo so, and the young people formed a m utual and passion
ate a ttachment. '

As Alfonso was too young to be married I10 was sent 
travelling, and remained absent for over four years. Upon 
his return, preparations were being made for the celebration 
of tho nuptials, which the  old Prince had decided should 
form 0110 of the future epopees of Sicily. They were planned 
upon the  most magnificent scale. Tho wealthiest and 
noblest of the land had assembled two months beforehand 
and were being royally entertained in the family mansion, 
which occupied a whole square of tho old city, as all were 
more or less related to e ither t h o . R— V—  or the  Alfieri 
families in tho second, fourth, twentieth or sixtieth degree. 
A host of hungry poets and iinprovimlori had arrived, 
uninvited, to  sing, according to tlio local custom of those 
days, the beauty and virtues of the  newly-married couple. 
Livorno sent a ship load of sonnets, ami Rome the 
Pope’s blessing. Crowds of people curious to witness tho 
procession had come to Palermo from afar ; ami whole 
regiments of the  light-fingered gentry prepared to prac
tise the ir  profession a t  tho first opportunity.

The marriage ceremony had been fixed for a Wednesday. 
On Tuesday,the bridegroom disappeared without leaving’the 
slightest trace. The police of the  whole land was set afoot. 
Uselessly, alas ! Alfonso had for several days been going 
from town to Monte Cavalli— a lovely villa of his— to 
superintend in person the preparations for the  reception of 
his lovely bride, with whom he was to pass his honey-moon 
in tha t  charming village. On Tuesday evening ho had re 
paired there  alone and on horseback, as usual, to re turn  
home early on tho following morning. About ten in tho 
ovening two contadiid had m e t  and saluted him. T h a t  
was tho last any one saw the  young Duke.

Later, i t  was ascertained th a t  011 th a t  n igh t  a  pirate 
vessel had been cruising in tho waters of Palermo ; th a t  
tho corsairs had been ashore, and carried away several 
Sicilian women. In  tho la tter  par t ,o f  tho last century, 
Sicilian ladies were considered as very valuable goods : 
there was a largo demand for tho commodity in the  m ar
kets of Smyrna, Constantinople, and tho Barbary C o a s t ; 
the rich pachas paying for them  enormous sums. Besides 
pretty  Sicilian women, the  pirates used to smuggle away 
rich people for the  sake of th e  ransom. The poor men, 
when caught, shared the  fate of the  working-cattle, and 
fed 011 flogging. Every one a t  Palermo firmly believed 
tha t  young Alfonso had been carried away by the  pirates ; 
and i t  was far from being improbable. T he  H igh  A d
miral of the  Sicilian navy immediately despatched after 
the pirates four swift vessels, renowned above all others 
for their speed. The old Prince promised mountains of 
gold to him  who would give him back his son and heir. 
Tho little squadron being ready, i t  spread its sails and 
disappeared on the horizon. On ono of tho vessels Avas 
Hector R —V— .

A t  n ig h tfa ll, th e  w a tc h e rs  on  th e  d e c k  h a d  a s  y e t  seen

nothing. Then the  breeze freshened, and about m idnight 
i t  was blowing a hurricane. One of the  vessels re turned 
to port immediately, the  two others were driven away be
fore the gale and were never heard ot more, and the  one 
on which was young Hector returned two days after, dis
mantled and a  wreck, to Trapani.

Tho nigh t before the  watchers in one of the beacon 
towers along tho shore, saw a brig far off, which, without 
mast, sails or ting, was being furiously carried along 011 tho 
crest 0/  the  angry sea. They concluded it  m ust be tlio 
pirates’ brig. I t  went down in full sight, and th'e report 
spread th a t  every soul on board, to tho very last man, had 
perished.

N otwithstanding all this, emissaries were sent by th e  
oltl Prince in every direction— to Algiers, Tunis, Morocco, 
Tripoli, and Constantinople. B u t  they found nothing ; 
and when Glaiiorbach arrived a t  Palermo, three years had 
passed since the event.

The Prince, though having lost a  son, did not relish the 
idea of losing tho wealth of the  Allioris in the bargain. 
He concluded to marry Bianca to his second son, Hector. 
B u t  the fair Bianca wopt, and would not. bo consoled. Sho 
refused point-blank, and declared sho would remain faith
ful to her Alfonso.

Hector behaved like a tru e  knight. *• W hy m ake poor 
Bianca still more miserable, by worrying her with prayers i 
Perhaps my brother is yet alive’’— he said. “ How could
I, then, in view of such an uncertainty, deprive Alfonso, 
iu case ho should return, of his best treasure, and the  
one dearer to him than  life itself !”

Touched wit h t he exhibition of such noble feelings.Biancn, 
began to relax her indifference for her Alfonso’s brother. 
The old man did not lose all Impes. Besides, Bianca was 
a woman ; and with women in Sicily, as elsewhere, the  
absent aro always in the wrong. Sho finally promised, if 
sho should ever have a  positive assurance of Alfonso’s 
death, to marry his brother, or— no one. Such was tho 
state of affairs when] Glaiiorbach— he who boasted of the 
power of raising tho shadows of tho dead— appeared a t  
the  princely and now mournful and deserted country villa 
of the R — V— . l i e  had not. been there a fortnight be
fore he captivated the  affections and admirations of every 
one. T he  mysterious and the  occult, aiid especially deal
ings with a  world unknown, the “ silent land,” have a  
charm for every one in general and for tho afflicted espe
cially. Tho old Prince took courage one day and asked 
the crafty German to solve the ir  cruel doubts. W as Al
fonso doail or alive ? th a t  was- the  question. Taking a 
few minutes to reflect, Glaiierbach answered in this wise !
“ Prince, what you ask mo to do for you, is very impor
ta n t ........Yes, it  is quite true. I f  your unfortunate son is
110 more, I may bo enabled to call forth his shadow ; bu t 
will not tho shock be too violent for you ? Will your sou 
and your pupil— tlio charming Countess Bianca— consent 
to it

“ Anything ra ther than  cruel uncertainty,” tho old Prince 
answered. And so the evocation was decided upon to take 
place a  week from th a t  day. W hen Bianca heard of it, 
she fainted. Recalled to  her  senses by an abundance of 
restoratives, curiosity got the  be tter of her scruples. She 
was a daughter of Eve, as women all are. Hector began 
by setting himself with all his m ight against what I10 re 
garded as a  sacrilege. H e  did not wish to trouble tho 
rest of the dear d e p a r te d ; he a t  first said, if his be
loved brother was really dead, ho preferred not to know 
it. B u t a t  last his growing love for Bianca and the  desire 
to  satisfy his father prevailed, and he too consented.

Tho week demanded by Glaiierbach for preparation 
and purification, seemed a  century to the impatience of all 
three. H ad  i t  been a day longer, they m ust have all 
gone mad. Meanwhile, the  necromancer had not been 
losing his time. Suspecting th a t  the  demand in this di
rection would como one day, I10 had from the first quietly 
gathered the minutest particulars about the deceased A l
fonso, and most carefully studied his life-size portrait 
which hung in the old Prince’s bed-room. This was enough 
for his purposes. To add to tho solemnity, ho had eu-



joined upon the family .a s tr ic t  fast ami prayers, day and 
night, d uring the  whole week. A t  last th e  longed-for 
hour arrived, ajid the  Prince, accompanied by his son and 
Bianca, entered the  necromui icer’s apartment,

(T o  he conolvileil next month.)
-------- . + ----------

[C'ontinnoil from tlio February Numlior.]

E A S T  I N D I A N  M A T E R I A  M E D I C  A .

JiY PANDURANG 0 0  PA I,, C.fi.M.C'., F.T.S.

Following up the list of ovncu.mt drugs, mostly
of bile b u t  in some instances also o f  o ther  morbid humours, 
we have tho add it iona l:—

R o o t s  o f .

Si(»s. j\ fa rat hi. Latin.

IV n p u u n fu l z te ssr C assia, to rn .

K nv iiliii’ 3TfipT[ C aU in rlocn rpu fi fis tu la .
K avvnd iir A lliu m  sep a .

A nliw ftgaiulhfi s r r a i f a P h y sn lis  so m n ife ra .
Y idiila P u n n c r ia  C o a g u lan s .

J3nndln ica ■o P e n ta p e te s  (H ib isc u s )  Phoe 
n ic ia .

J e e w a k a % 1

S w e ta T w - C 'n lo frop is p ro ce ra .

S h a n a j}w t <n>T C ro to la r ia  ju n c e n .
Y im b i M o m o rd iea  m o n o d e lp h a ,
V aoha T O T A c o ru s  ca lam u s.
M a h a b a la *Sida rh o m b o id ea .

M n links'll
( s n r s f f ^ i r c r )

T r ic o s a n th e s  p a lm a ta .
G a v a k sh e e C it ru l lu s  co lo cy n tliis .
K arav ce ra , N c r iu m  o d o ru m .
O o k a rn e e C li to re a  tc rn a ta .
M r ig c rv a ru ?
K u s lm P o a  cy n o su ro id e s .
K a s h a W S a c c h a ru m  sp o n ta n e u n i.
K a n g o n o c C e la s t ru s  p a n ic u la ta .
K a ra n jn P o n g a m ia  g la b ra .
A la r k a C n lo tro p is  p ro ce ra .

The barls of

T ilw a k a . m -A S y m p lo c o s  racem o sa .
K n m p illa k d . ^IT®T(|PTI 'r f i-  M e lli lo tu s  o ffic inalis .

w  ^ r )
T c lm g a la . fifni55 R o u re ia  sa n ta lo id e s .

l la m y n k a p a ta la , S c h re b e ra  sw e te n e o id e s .
In g o o d ee . B a la n i te s  /E g y p tia c a ,
M e s h a sh n n g e e . (n rc ) G y m n e m a  sy lv e s tro .

The tubers and bulbs of

L a s h u n a . ' Cs. A lliu m  cepa .
A tiv is h i i . A c o n itu n i  h e te ro p h y llu m .
S lir in g a v e ra , A ?■o Z in g ib e r  o ffic inale .
Y ac lia . A c o ru s  ca la m u s.
A Ja rk a , 5 1 C a lo tro p is  g ig a n te a .

The leaves of

A rja k a . O c y ra u m  sa n c tu m .
S iira sa . Si) „ b a s ilic u m .
T a lish a p a tra , rTT^H'T f̂t P in u s  W e b b ia n a ,
T a m a ln p a tra , C in n a m o m u m  ta m a la ,

The flowers of

S h ig ro o . M o rin g a  p te ry g o sp e rm a .

Peeloo. S a lv a d o ra  In d ic a .

M atu lo o n g a . C i t r u s  m e d ic a  vel ac id a .

The resinous exudation o f  
Shalaparnce. Desmodium Gangeticum.
Ashwnkarna. VTC U55^T Slioroa robustn. 
Yashteemadhu. Glyeiri'hiza glabra,
Hingoo, Balhikft. I’ff’T N arthex  asHafa'tida.
Laksha, The excretion of an insect

glowing on certain trees.

T he above list completes the enumeration of parts of 
vegetables, which were credited by Sushru ta  with the 
property of evacuating bile and mucus, and wo now pro
ceed to the  second large class of drugs which have been 
known to liavo the  opposite virtue of repressing excessive 
bile action or of repressing the excessive and increased 
flow of mucus, or of the  vital spirits or of all combined. 
This is called the  Sanshuntana class and is
divided into thirty-seven groups. •

T he  parts Avliich are to bo selected for medicinal use aro 
not specified, bu t  from a practical acquaintance with thesii 
drugs, as included in prescriptions given, under tho trea t
m ent of diseases by tho same author and his school, wo 
are enabled in very many instances to determino them 
without departing from their  theories to any great extent.

This clnss of remedies, interpreted in the  formalities of 
modern pathological phraseology, would represent drugs 
which act as repressants of tho morbid irritability of m u
cous membranes or of mucous tissue generally, and of its 
resulting phenomena of acute or sub-acute inflammation, 
congostion See., nnd may, therefore, bo  identified with wlmt 
wero called phlogistic* by mediievnl writers on Materia 
Medica. The term phlogistic*, however, is not used a t  the 
present day for such remedies, and is being replaced by a 
more rational explanation of the  actions which certain 
drugs produce in the system. They are indicated by sudden 
changes in the  ordinary activity of the  system or nro re
cognised by pallor of countenance, depression of the radial 
pulse, exudation of sweats over tho skin, and a feeling of 
exhaustion in  the  individual to  whom a given remedy is 
administered. ,

I t  seems, however, th a t  Sushruta  extended the applica
tion of tho term still wider, and desired to signify that 
somo of them not only act as temporary depressants of the 
sympathetic system, b u t  diminish congestions (staves) of 
blood also, increase animal heat and purify the  bilo 
w ithout evacuating it. Such medicines, therefore, would 
seem to stop increased or excessive morbid action and tlio 
consequent waste of tissue which m ust occur in all inflam
mations more or less. They would, therefore, in somo 
measure, piny th e  p a r t  of passive tonics in a  remote man
ner.

Though m odem therapeutists have not ye t recognised 
tho existence or possibility of this action in dnigs which 
will act ns depurants of one or more secreting glands nnd 
a t  tho snmo time combine in them the  property of impart
ing tone to tho vessels of the secreting surface, yet medi
cal men cannot b u t  concede th a t  this assumed property 
is perfectly possible and may not bo necessarily incompa
tible in a  given drug, should chemical analysis enable us 
ever to discover th e  depurating as well ns the  tonic 
principles in it.

Tho recognition of this double property by Sushruta 
m ust be taken  with considerable reserve, as i t  is difficult 
to cull ou t from his list the  special drugs to which he cre
dits these apparently  contradictory virtues. Sushru ta  has 
no t specified th e  p a r t  or parts of vegetables which exhibit 
these properties, and unless therefore, we were to  experi
m en t on the drugs included in th is  group with a view to 
determine the  t ru th  of this observation, i t  would not be 
safe to take for granted  the  assumption based on the  ge
neral ground of experience alone. I t  would seem, how
ever, th a t  this effect was probable from the presence of 
starchy and allied principles which are detectable in indi
viduals of this group, when used in the ir  fresh state. Such 
drugs, Sush ru ta  affirms, are indicated in those morbid 
sta tes of the  system which arc characterised by dryness 
of the  skin and fauces and a feeling of lassitude accompa



nied by torpidity of bowels nml accumulation of gas in 
tIioiii, iu ft word in a functional derangement of the 
digestive organa mul iu coughs nnd dyspnu-u following a 
chronio affection of the air imssagos and lungs. They do 
not seem to act energetically on any ono of these tissues, 
and until experience should conlirm these observations of 
Sushruta, they may a t  present bo assumed to net lioimeo- 
pathically of congestions or of tho diminished irritability 
of such tissues.

Tho activity of remedies of this group does not seem to 
be felt by the individual acted on or so marked in all 
instances as to become apporont to an observer except hy 
assuming tha t  they relieve the system surcharged with 
products of tissue waste or by relieving an inflamed or 
torpid oigan of its charge by the secretory vessels being 
ncted on, some exerting the ir  power on one special organ, 
and others on another. They ma)’, therefore, Inappropriately 
understood as partial revulsives, exerting the ir  choice for 
particular organs, some increasing tho How of bile, some of 
mucus from large mucous tracts, a few increasing the 
special excretion of the skin and the rest increasing the 
quantity  of urino or so relieving tlio congested vessels of 
tho urinary glands (kidneys, tho functions of which wero 
not accurately determined in Sushru ta ’s time) as to fall 
under tho class of gunoral bloo<l dopuranta, miscellaneously 
so termed.

1 have pointed out th a t  Sushru ta  believed in the  exist
ence of certain drugs which act by purifying bile without 
necessarily evacuating it. This statement, though it  does 
not accoru with our experience of the present day, seems 
to have been based on clinical observation alone, ami al
though wo cannot accord consent to this extravagant or 
too broad a generalisation, we may nevertheless bear w it
ness to tho presence of th is  property in a few drugs where 
its truthfulness may not be (jiiestioned altogether.

'Jake, for instance, the juices of bitters like the fienu- 
greok, eclinta prostrata, tinosporn cordi folia and mo- 
mordica, all of which more or less increase the  flow 
of bilo when administered in moderate doses, increase 
tho How of bilo and cause free, if not copious, 
nlvino discharges without increasing tho quan tity  of 
their watery constituent. This valuable property, which 
has been proved in the  case of certain American drugs 
Allied in other respects to our Indian ones by the 
recent experiments of Dr. Brunton, if relied upon and 
utilised, may prove of immense service in m eeting the 
daily wants of the  medical practitioner, as it would p re
vent oxhaustion and conserve energy to tho sick when 
their  strength is not far too prostrated by the  advance of 
disease, and afford valuable help in restoring the  diseased 
parts to their functions, by disgorging the ir  congested 
vessels of morbid secretions and accumulations of effete 
products, without diminishing their  vitality— by no means 
a small gain to the  sick.

The deranged system would thus be sooner restored to 
health and with less suffering and cost to the  pa tien t than 
under the  use of more active drugs which excite copious, 
and, therefore, more exhausting evacuations, whether of 
one or a  number of the-natural excretions of the  body.

Such drugs, therefore, were, for plausible reasons held 
by Sushru ta  to combine iu them tonic or in some eases 
an indirectly nourishing property, when obtained fresh, and 
tho modern practitioner will do well to take note of this 
observation and compare his own observations with Suslmi- 
ta ’s ; for should h i s . experience confirm tho observation, 
he might utilise the  sanative properties or virtues of those 
vegetables which represent the  depurnnt as well as tho 
tonic principles contained in them without liis having 
recourse to a separate course of tonic trea tm en t in all 
cases.

The drugs of this Sansham ana class are group
ed in thirty-seven classeswhich Sushru ta  has found severally 
to possess ccrtain special virtues and are, therefore, recom
mended to be usod in diseases recognised by particular 
or specific groups of symptoms.

Tney are as under —
1. Curers of deranged bile and of deranged nerve-

action (derangements of tho vital air or tho pM oy'tnton  
of Creek writers).

2. Vital astringents, or those which diminish conges
tions aud restore or increase the  tone of the mucous tissue 
generally, with or without exerting a specific action on 
tlio bronchial or hepatic or gastro-intestinal mucous m em 
branes.

:l. t i e n e r a l  a l te ra t iv e s  o r  in se n s ib lo  b lo o d -d e p u - 
r.ants.

4. Pure  nerve-stimulants and lithontriptics (remedies 
which dissolve stony deposits in the kidneys aud bladder.)

o. Alteratives exerting specific action ou special tis
sues, with a tendency to cheek fluxes,

(!. Powerful or true  astringents.
7. Alteratives and detergents.
5. Cordials aud antispasinodics.
!•. Remedies which remove or prevent obesity or the 

formation of fat in the  tissues of the body.
10. Stimulants, carminatives anti digestives, including 

vermifuges or medicines which prevent the development 
of intestinal worms.

11. Nervine stim ulants  (remedies which increaso the 
flow of vital spirits), and cosmetics or those which improve 
the vigor aud color of the  skin.

12. Purifiers of tho milk secretion in the  mamma; and 
blood alteratives.

].*{. Deobstruents, or remedies which remove visceral 
congestions or local congestions iu vascular tissues.o o

14. Pure stomachics.
1.1. Anti-bilious and anti-inflammatory agents, febri

fuges, detergents (those which clean suppurating surfaces 
of ulcers or wounds caused by a broach of the  tissues), 
and aloxiphariuics (which destroy morbid fluids and 
poisons).

l(i. Anti-inflammatory or anti-phlogistic agents inclu
ding nutritive tonics and galactagogucs.

^7. Those which diminish the formation of mucus and 
fat, increase the urinary excretion, which act as lithontrip
tics (solvents of stony deposits), and as resolvents of in
ternal dc|)osits.

18. Those which diminish or relieve the dryness of 
the fauces and purify blood. They cool the blood and 
diminish the excessive formation of heat iu the tissues and 
blood. They are, therefore, indicated in level's accom- 
panicd by the increase of blood-heat.

1!). A group similar in action to the  above, b u t  no 
reasons are given for recognising it as a separate class.

20. Cordials, and appetisers, which clear the urino by 
equalising the  circulation of fluids.

21. Sedatives of pain, cordial and cooling.
22. Refrigerants. Also useful in checking inflamma

tory diarrhuui or dysentry. Detergents also.
2.'i. Astringents and healers of ulcers.
Also refrigerant aud alteratives of the  uterine circulation.
24. Cooling and appetisers. Also febrifuge.
2.1. Refrigerants simply.
2(i. Relieve congestions, torpidity of circulation and 

all atonic conditions of the  system ; aro also stomachic and 
act as alteratives of uterine and mammary circulation, 
They cure rem itten t  fevers also.

( T o  be c o n t in u e d .)

P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. P. p . P.

I t  is a ra ther  s ingular fact, which hitherto  seems to 
have escaped the  notice alike of Ireland’s friends and foes, 
and to have been left to  the  acute observation of Puck, 
to discover th a t  many— if not all—of the  sources of tha t  
country’s distress and troubles may be indexed under the 
le tte r  P. Thus wo have Poverty, Pigs, and Potatoes; 
Priests and Popery ; Protestants, Peelers, and Population •, 
Potheen, Politics, and P u g n ac i ty ; Patriotism, Parnell, and 
St. Patrick, and finally P a t  himself. Even to America 
their fatal P. follows the  sons of Erin, bu t  here turns up its 
the  initial of tho genial and laughter- loving—Puck.



H I N D U  O R  A R Y A  ?

BY B. 1*. SANKIWAR,

Head-} faster of the Normal School, Meerut.
Tho subject I  beg to discuss to-day is of great import

ance, us affecting the future success of our operations, for 
the  gradual re-instatement of our dear Aryavarta in tho 
place it  had long held, and consequently it  would have 
been far better for our purpose, had abler hands than mine 
taken up the subject, and treated It, according to its merits. 
But, as it is the  duty of every true son of this country 
■whether a weak or a  powerful hand, to exert his utmost 
in the coming struggle for her glory, so I  thought i t  
incumbent upon me at the risk of being regarded as pre
sumptuous to lay these lines beforo the public, and ask my 
renders, Eastern  as well as Western, whether my pre
sent proposal should not be our first step towards the ob
jec t  we aim at. I h e  question to be settled is, whether we 
should continue to call ourselves 11 indus, or should at onco 
reassume the old designation of A rya?  Beforo venturing 
to solve this problem, I  must a t  once and for all acknow
ledge tha t  every reader may a t  onco reply th a t  we need 
not givo ourselves any useless trouble as regards such a t r i 
fling matter. I t  is the  same tiling, w hether a m an is called 
hy one name or by another, whether lie is called a  H indu 
or an Arya.

Such and similar ideas are sure to arise before the  read
er’s mind, as soon as be sees this ordinary question. B u t 
no, my dear reader, I beg to differ from you on this point, 
and, consequently, I  beg to answer you with another set of 
queries. Is it  the  same th ing  to be called a liar or an 
honest man ; a  slave or a free man ? Will not our being 
called by one name or another affect the success of our 
undertakings ? No doubt, it  will. Now, in order to de
cide my original problem, I  th ink  I  ought to begin by giv
ing tlie meaning and origin of each of these terms. Tlie 
word Hindu means a liar, a slave, a black, an infidel, in 
pliort, a  man possessed of every evil to be found in the 
w orld ; while the  term A rya means a  pious, a  learned, a 
noble, aiul a  wise man. devoted to the true  worship of the 
Eternal. W ith  this explanation, I dare conclude th a t  
no man of common sense would like to be called a Hindu, 
when once be knows its meanings. Anybody can here ask 
me that, if what I  say is true, then how was i t  th a t  the 
people of this country, the  once famous Aryavarta, assum
ed such a  disgusting name. In order to satisfy such an 
one’s curiosity, I  beg to say tha t  once this country was 
palled Aryavarta anil its inhabitants were known by the 
name of Aryans. In  proof of my above assertion, I  beg 
to state th a t  the  words Aryavarta and Arya are th e  only 
words th a t  are used to designate our dear country and its 
inhabitants, in all our extant Sanskrit books. Even in our 
every day Sankalpa a  sort of m an tra  repeated a t  the
performance of every religious ceremony, the  word A rya
varta is used as our country’s name, while the  word H indu 
is neither of Sanskrit origin, nor is even once mentioned 
in any of our Sanskrit, books. Had H indu  been our ori
ginal name, this would not have been tlio case. The  m an
ner in which our fathers came to be known by the la tter 
appellation seems to be as follows. W hen  Darius Hystaspes, 
the  first foreign king, visited this country, about 100 years 
before Alexander’s invasion, it  was governed by the  kings 
of the L unar  dynasty, hence he called this country India, 
meaning the  country governed by the kings of the  Iiulu 
or Moon dynasty (?'§, the  moon). In  time they  changed 
the  word I ml into Hind, which in their language either 
signified the meanings I  have already given, or in tho 
blindness of the ir  bigotry they gave these meanings to 
the  term Hindu. And no wonder th a t  they did so, for 
i t  is tho custom a t  least amongst orientals th a t  one sect 
always nicknames the followers of another. N e ithe r  were 
we slow in retorting, i.e., in giving tho repartee, for we in 
re tu rn  called them “ Malechas ” and “ Yavans.” In  time all 
the  foreigners, I  mean those of Persia, Arabia, Turkey, 
Tartary, Cabul, &c., began to call us by th a t  hateful name, 
for all of them  subsequently became followers of Maho
m et of Arabia. W hen  the  Mohammedans conquered this

country, they  being our conquerors, cruel and unjust, ob
liged us to designate ourselves with th a t  odious title . They  
ruled over us for a period of nearly 000 years, during 
which interval wTe grew accustomed to our new name and 
forgot the old one. And this habit  has grown so strong 
with us th a t  even now, when our persecutors have no moro 
power over us, when we under tho present strong govern
m ent aro on a footing of equality with the  followers of 
every other religion, the  most learned, enlightened and 
high-spirited sons of th is  country do not object to be call
ed Hindus. I  also acknowledge, though with deep regret, 
th a t  until recently thousands of our poor ignorant country
men were nearly unacquainted with the words Veda and 
A r y a ; bu t  now as Swami Dayanand Saraswati, th e  L u 
ther  of India, has made these words echo and re-echo all 
over the land, so, I  think, O brothers ! 0  true  sons of 
this once exalted Aryavarta  ! the t ime has come, or ra ther  
is fast approaching, when we should show our spirit, act with 
vigour, and try  our best towards tlie re-exaltation of our 
beloved mother-country ! Arise from your long sleep, 0  ye 
lovers of this onco famous seat, of learning and religion, look 
around you, and sec in w hat a  hapless state your coun
try lies ! Act like a tru e  magician to your prostrate 
Mother, support her in her  weak state, and give lier once 
more, no doubt as you can, though after time, all the 
vivacity and freshness of her youth. And now to conclude I  
say persevere and 3rou will succeed. Begin a t  once by 
casting off your present disgusting and odious appellatipn ; 
show your spirit and re-assume a t  once your old and dear 
name of Arya. Namaste. .

M k k h u t , 7th  February, 1880.

(C o n tin u e d  fro m  th o  B lnrH i N u m b e r .)

A  L A N D  O F  M Y S T E R Y .
11Y 11. P .  11.

Evidently, we, T h e o s o p h i s t s , aro not the  only icono
clasts in this world of m utual deception and hypocrisy. We 
are not the only ones who believe in cycles and, opposing 
tlie Biblical chronology, lean towards those opinions -which 
secretly are shared by so many, b u t  publicly avowed by so 
few. We, Europeans, are ju s t  emerging from the  very bottom 
of a new cycle, and progressing upwards, while the  Asiatics 
— Hindus especially— are the  lingering remnants of the na
tions which filled the  world in the previous and now 
departed cycles. W hether  the Aryans sprang from the 
archaic Americans, or the  latter from tho prehistorical 
Aryans, is a question which no living man can docide. 
B u t th a t  there m ust have been an intimate connection 
a t  some time between the  old Aryans, the prehistoric in
habitants of America— whatever might have been their  
name—and the ancient Egyptians, is a m atter  moro easily 
proved than contradicted. And probably, if thero ever 
was such a connection, i t  m ust have taken place a t  a  time 
when the A tlantic  did not ye t  divide the two hemispheres 
as it  does now. .

In  liis Peruvian Antiquities (seo tho THEOSOPHIST for 
March) Dr. Heath, of Kansas City— r a m  avis  among 
scientific men, a fearless searcher, who accopts t ru th  
wherever he finds it, and is not afraid to speak i t  out in 
the voty faco of dogmatic opposition— sums up  his im 
pressions of the Peruvian relics in the following words:—■ 
“ Three times th e  Andes sank hundreds of feet beneath 
the  ocean level, .and again were slowly brought to  their  
present height. A  m an’s life would be too short to  count 
even the  centuries consumed in this operation. T he  coast 
of Peru has risen eighty feet since it  felt th e  tread of 
Pizarro. Supposing the  Andes to have risen uniformly 
and without, interruption, 70,000 years must have elapsed 
before they reached the ir  present altitude.” ’

“ W ho knows, then, bu t  th a t  Ju les  Verne’s fanciful 
idea * regarding the  lost continent Atlanta may bo near 
the t ru th  ? W ho can say that, where now is the Atlantic 
Ocean, formerly did not exist a continent, with its dense

• This “idea” is plaiuly expressed and asserted as a fact by Plato in his 
finvqnti; and was taken up by Lord Bacon iu bis iYcto Atlantis,



population, advanced in the arts nml sciences, who, as 
they found their land sinking beneath the waters, retired 
part east and part west, populating thus the two hemi
spheres ? This would explain the similarity of their arclue- 
ological structures and races, and their differences, mo
dified by and adapted to the character of their respective 
climates and countries. Thus would the llama and camel 
differ, although of the same species ; thus the algoraba and 
espino trees; thus the Iroques Indians of'North America 
and the most ancient Arabs call the constellation of tho 
“ Great Bear” by the same name; thus various nations, 
cut off from all intercourse or knowledges of each other, 
divide the zodiac into twelve constellations, apply to them 
the same names, and the Northern Hindus apply the 
name Andes to their Himalayan mountains, as did the 
South Americans to their principal chain.* Must we fall 
in tho old rut, and suppose no other means of populating 
the Western Hemisphere except ‘by way of Behring’s 
Strait ( Must we still locate a geographical Eden in the 
East, and suppose a land, equally adapted to man and as 
old geologically, must wait the aimless wanderings of the 
‘ lost tribe of Israel’ to become populated '{”

Go where we may, to explore the  antiquities of America 
•—whether of Northern, Central, or Southern America—  
we are first of all impressed with the magnitude of these 
relics of ages and races unknown, and then with the  ex tra
ordinary similarity they present to the mounds and an 
cient structures of old India, of Egypt and even of some 
parts of Europe. Whoever has seen one of these mounds 
has seen .all. Whoever has stood before the  cyclopean 
structures of one continent can have a  pretty  accurate 
idea of those of the other. Only be it  said— we know 
still less of the age of the  antiquities of America than  
even of those in the Valley of the  Nile, of which we know 
next to nothing. B u t their symbolism— apart from their 
outward form— is evidently the  same as in Egypt, India, 
and elsewhere. As before the  great pyramid of Cheops 
in Cairo, so before th e  great mound, 100 feet high, on the  
plain of Cahokia,— near St. Louis (Missouri)— which m ea
sures 700 feet long by 800 feet broad a t  the base, and 
covers upwards of eight acres of ground, having 20,000,000 
cubic feet of contents, and the  mound ou the  banks of 
Brush Creek, Ohio, so accurately described by Squier and 
Davis, one knows not whether to admire more the  geo
metrical precision, prescribed by th e  wonderful and mys
terious builders in the form of the ir  monuments, or the 
hiddeirsyinbolism they evidently sought to express. The 
Ohio mound represents a serpent, upwards of 1,000 feet 
long. Gracefully coiled in capricious curves, it  terminates 
in a triple coil a t the tail. “ The embankm ent constituting 
the effigy, is upwards of five feet in height, by th ir ty  feet 
base a t  the centre of the  body, slightly diminishing to
wards the tail.”f  The neck is stretched out and its mouth 
wide-opened, holding within its jaws an oval figure. 
“ Formed by an embankm ent four feet in height this oval is 
perfectly regular in outline, its transverse and conjugate 
diameters being l(i0 and 8 feet respectively,” say the  sur
veyor. The whole represents the  universal cosmological 
idea of the serpent and the  egg. This is easy to surmise. 
B u t how finite this great symbol of the Hermetic wisdom 
of old Egypt to find itself represented in North America V 
How is it th a t  the sacred buildings found iu Ohio and 
elsewhere, these squares, circles, octagons, and other geo
metrical figures, iii which one recognizes so easily the pre
vailing idea of the  Pythagorean sacred numerals, seem 
copied from the  Book of Num bers ? Apart from the  com
plete silence as to their  origin, even among the Indian tribes, 
who have otherwise preserved their  own traditions in 
every case, the antiquity  of these ruins is proved by the 
existence of the largest and most ancient forests growing 
on the buried cities. The prudent archaeologists of Arne-

•  “ T h e  n a m e  A m c t'im '*  s a id  I ,  in  /.</* U n v e itn l i V ol .  1 p. 61)1.) t h r e e  yen** 
n ^ o  “  m a y  o n o  ilny ho f o u n d  c lose ly  r e l a t e d  t o  A f m i ,  t h o  microti m o u n t  in 
tlio c e n t r e  o f  tl io  vice a  c o n t i n e n t s . ”  "When t i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d ,  A m e r i c a  w as  f o u n d  
to  b e a r  a in n n ^ B o m o  n a t iv e  t r i b e s  t h e  n a m e  o f  A tl t th ta ,  I n  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  
C en t ra l  A u i o n e a  wo f ind  t h o  n n m c  A  u*tr!A, » itfnifyintf,  l i k e  M e m ,  u  g r e a t  
f o u n t a i n .  T h o  o r ig in  o f  t h e  K am a *  I n d i a n s  of  A m e r i c a  is ulao u u k u o w u ,
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rica have generously assigned them  2,000 years. B u t  by 
whom built, and whether their  authors migrated, or dis
appeared beneath victorious arms, or were swept out of 
existence by somedireful epidemic, or a universal famine, are 
questions_ “ probably beyond the power of human investi
gation to answer” they say. The earliest inhabitants of 
Mexico, of whom history has any knowledge— more hypo
thetical than proven— are tho Toltecs. These are xitji/iox- 
ed to have come from tho N orth  and helietrtl to have en
tered Anahuac in the 7th Century A. 1). They are also 
credited with having constructed in Central America, where 
they spread in the  eleventh century, some of the great 
cities whose ruins still exist. In  this case it  is they who 
m ust also have carved the  hieroglyphics tha t  cover some 
of the relics. How is i t  then, th a t  the pictorial system of 
writing of Mexico, which was used by tin; conquered peo
ple and learned by the  conquerors and their missionaries, 
does not ye t furnish the  keys to the hieroglyphics of 
Palenque and Copan, not to mention those of Peru { And 
these civilized Toltecs themselves, who were they, and 
whence did they come ? Aud who are the Aztecs th a t  
succeeded them { Even among the hieroglyphical systems 
of Mexico, there were some which the foreign interpreters 
were precluded the  possibility of studying. These were 
the so-called schemes of judicial astrology “ given b u t  not 
explained in Lord Kiugsborough’s published collection,” 
and set down as purely figurative and symbolical, “ in tend
ed only fo rthe  use of the  priests and diviners and possessed 
of an esoteric significance.” Many of the hieroglyphics on 
the monoliths of Palenque and Copan are of the  same 
character. The “ priests and diviners” were all killed off 
by the Catholic fanatics,— the secret died with them.

Nearly all the mounds in N orth  America are terraced 
and ascended by large graded ways, sometimes square, 
often hexagonal, octagonal or truncated, bu t in all res
pects similar to the/coca/Zia of Mexico, and to the to’pvs 
of India. As the la tter are a ttr ibuted  throughout this 
country to the work of the five Pandus of the Lunar 
ltace, so the cyclopean monuments and monoliths on 
the shores of Lake Titicaca, in the republic of Bolivia, 
are ascribed to giants, the five exiled brothers “ from be
yond the mounts.” They worshipped the m oon us their 
2>nyc)iitOi' and lived before the time of the “ Sons anil 
Virgins of the S u n "  Here, the  similarity of the Aryan 
with the South American tradition is again bu t too ob
vious, and the Solar and Lunar races— the Sourya Vansa 
and the Chandra Vansa— re-appear iu America.

This Lake Titicaca, which occupies the centre of one 
of the most remarkable terrestrial basins on the whole 
globe, is “ 1 CiO miles long and from f>0 to 80 broad, and 
discharges through the  valley of El Desagvadero, to the 
south-east into another lake, called Lake Aullagas, which 
is probably kept a t  a lower level by evaporation or fil
tration, since it has no known outlet. The surface of the  
lake is J 2,840 feet above the  sea, and it  is the most ele
vated body of waters of similar size in the world.” As 
the level of its waters has very much decreased in the 
historical period, it  is believed on good grounds tha t  they 
once surrounded the  elevated spot ou which are found 
the remarkable ruins of Tiahuanico.

The latter are without any doubt aboriginal monuments 
pertaining to an epoch which preceded the Incal period, 
as far back as the Dravidian and other aboriginal peoples 
preceded the Aryans in  India. Although the tra 
ditions of the Ineas m aintain  tha t the great law-giver am\ 
teacher of the Peruvians, Manco Capac— the Maim of 
South America— diffused his knowledge and inHuencu 
from this centre, yet the  s ta tem ent is unsupported by 
facts. If the original seat of the Aymara, or “ Inea race ” 
was there, its claimed by some, how is it th a t  neither the  
Iucas, nor the Aymaras, who dwell on the shores of the 
Lake to this day, nor yet the  ancient Peruvians, had the 
slightest knowledge concerning their history Beyond 
a vague tradition which tells us of “ giants ” having built 
these immense structures in ono night, we do not find 
the faintest clue. And, we have every reason to doubt 
w h eth er th o  lu c a s  a re  of the  A ym ara  race a t  all. TUq



Incas claim the ir  descent from Manco Capac, the son of 
tho Sun, and tlio Aymanis claim this legislator ns their 
instructor and the founder of the  era of their  civilization. 
\  ot, neither the Incas of the  Spanish period could prove 
the  one, nor the Aymaras tlie other. The language of 
the  latter is quite distinct from tho In ic h u a — the tongue 
of the In c a s ; and they were the only race th a t  refused 
to give up their language when conquered by the  des
cendants of the Sun, as Dr. H eath  tells us.

The ruins nftord every evidence of the  highest an ti
quity. Some aro built  on a pyramidal plan, as most of 
the American mounds are, and cover several acres; while 
the  monolithic doorways, pillars and stone-idols, so ela
borately carved, are “ sculptured in  a  xt>/te v h o lh j d iffrm it, 
from any other remains of a r t  ye t found in America.” 
D'Orbigny speaks of the  ruins in the most enthusiatic 
manner. “ These m onum en ts” lie says “ consist of a 
mound raised nearly 100 feet, surrounded with p illars—of 
temples from 000 to 1200 feet in length, opening precisely 
towards the east, and adorned with colossal angular columns 
■—of jiorticoes of a single stone, covered with relief's of 
skillul execution, displaying symbolical representations of 
the Sun, and the condor, his messenger— of basaltic s ta 
tues loaded with bass-reliefs, iu which the design of the  
carved head is half E gyp tian—and lastly, of the  interior 
of a |mlncc formed of enormous blocks of rock completely 
hewn, whose dimensions are often 21 feet in length, 12 iu 
breadth, and G in thickness. In the temples and palaces, 
the  portals are no t inclined, ns among those of the  Incas, 
b u t  perpendicu lar; and their  vast dimensions, and tho 
imposing masses of which they are composed, surpass in 
beauty and grandeur all th a t  were afterwards built  by tlio 
sovereigns of Cuzco.” Like the rest, of his follow-cxplorors, 
M. D ’Orbigny believes these ruins to have been the  work 
of a  mce far anterior to the  Incas.

Two distinct styles of architecture are found in these 
relics of Lake Titicaca. Those of the island of Coati, for 
instance, bear every feature iu common with the  ruins of 
Tinhunnico; so do th e  vast blocks of stone elaborately 
sculptured, some of which, according to the  report of 
the  surveyors, in 1840, m easure: ‘‘ .‘1 feet in length by 1<S 
feet in width, and 0 feet in thickness ; " while on some ot 
the islands of the Lake Titicaca there are monument,s 
of great, extent, “ but of true  Peruvian type, believed to be 
the remains of temples destroyed by the Spaniards." The 
famous sanctuary, with the hum an figure in it, belongs 
to the former. Its doorway 10 feet high, I f e e t  broad, with 
mi opening (i feet 4 inches, by .‘J feet 2 inches, is cut from 
a single stone. “ Its east front has a  cornice, in the  cen
tre of which is a hum an figure of strange form, crowned, 
v iih . rtiyx, interspersed with ser|ients with crested heads. 
On each side of this figure nre three rows of square com
partments, tilled with human and other figures, of appa
rently symliolic design... Were this temple in India, it  
would undoubtedly be a ttributed to Shiva ; b u t  it  is at the 
anti|>odcs, where neither the foot of a  Sliaiva or one of 
the Naga tribe has ever penetrated to the knowledge 
of man, though the  Mexican Indians have their Narjal, 
or cliicf sorcerer and serpent worshipper. T he  ruins stand
ing on an eminence, which from the water-marks around 
it, seem, to have been formerly an island in Lake T it i
caca, and “ the level of the Lake now being 1M5 feet lower, 
and its shores 12 miles distant, this fai t, in conjunction 
with others, warrants the belief that these remains an te 
date any others known in America.” * Hence, nil these 
relics are unanimously ascribed to the same “ unknown 
and mysterious people who preceded the Peruvians, as 
the Tulhuatccas or Toltecs did the Aztecs. I t  seems to 
have boon the seat of the  highest and most ancient civi
lization of South  America and of a people w ho have left 
the most gigantic monum ents of their power and skill ”... 
Anil these monuments arc all either D racontios— temples 
sacred to the Snake, or temples dedicated to the Sun.

Of this same character are the ruined pyramids of 
Teotihuacan and the  monoliths of Palenque and Copan.

. ■ .V'ic Antrim* Cphptnlia Art, " Teotllmacan.'1

The former are some eight leagues from the  city of Mexico 
on the  plain of Otumla, and considered among the most 
ancient in the  land. The two principal ones are dedica
ted to the  Sun and  Moon, respectively. They are built 
of cu t stone, square, with four stories and a level area at 
the  top. The larger, tha t  of tho Sun, is 221 foot high, 
ONO feet square a t  the  base, and Covers an area of 11. acres, 
nearly equal to th a t  of the great pyramid of Cheops. And 
yet, the  pyramid of Cholula, higher than  th a t  of Teoti- 
nuacan by ten  feet according to Humboldt, and  having
1,400 feet square a t  the  base, covers an area of 45 acres !

I t  is interesting to hear what the earliest writers— 
the  historians who sawT them during the first conquest— 
say even of some of the  most modern of these buildings, 
of the g reat temple of Mexico, among others. I t  consisted 
of an immense square area “ surrounded by  a  wall of stone 
anil lime, eight foot thick, with battlements, ornamented 
with many stone figures i u  the. fo rm  o f  serp en ts” says 
one. Cortez shows th a t  500 houses m ight be easily placed 
within its enclosure. I t  was paved with polished stones, 
s.) smooth, th a t  “ the horses of the Spaniards could not 
move over them without slipping,” writes Bernal Diaz. 
In  connection with this, we must remember th a t  it  was 
not the  Spaniards who conquered the  Mexicans, bu t  their 
Itort'i'f). As there never was a  horse seen before by this 
people in America, un ti l  the  Europeans landed i t  on the 
coast, the  natives though excessively brave, “ were so awe
struck a t  the sight of horses and the roar of the a rti l le ry” 
th a t  they took the Spaniards to be of divine origin and 
sent them  hum an beings as sacrifices. This superstitious 
panic is sufficient to account for the fact tha t  a  handful 
of men could so easily conquer incalculable thousands 
of warriors.

According to Gomera, the  four walls of the enclosure 
of the temple corresponded with the  cardinal points. Iu  
the  centre of this gigantic area arose tho great temple, 
an immense pyramidal structure of eight stages, fiiced with 
stone, :«)0 feet square a t  the base and 120 feet in height, 
truncated, with a level summit, upon which were situated 
two towers, the  shrines of the divinities to whom it was 
consccrated— Tezcatli]»oea and Huitzlijmchtli.. I t  was here 
th a t  the sacrifices were performed, and the eternal fire 
m ain ta ined . Clavigero tells )<■•>, tha t  besides this great py
ramid, thero were forty other similar structures consecrated 
to various divinities. Tho one called Tczcacalli “ the 
House of the Shining Mirrors, sacred to Tczcatlipoca, the 
God of Light, the Soul of the World, the Vivifier, the Spi
ritual Sun.” The dwellings of priests, who, according 
to Zarate, am ounted to 8,00(5, were near by, as well as the 
seminaries and the  schools. Ponds and fountains, groves 
and gardens in which flowers and sweet smellinsr herbs

» • i • •were cultivated for use iu certain sacred rites and the 
decoration of altars, were in abundance ; and, so largo was 
the inner yard, th a t  “ 8,000 or 10,000 persons had sufficient 
room to dance in i t  upon their  solemn festivities ”— says 
Solis. Torquemada estimates the num ber of such temples 
in the Mexican empire a t  40,000, bu t  Clavigero, speaking 
of tho majestic Teocalli ( literally, houses of G o d ) of 
Mexico, estimates the  num ber higher.

So wonderful are the features of resemblance between 
tho ancient shrines of the Old aud the New World that 
Hundioldt remains unequal to express his surprise." Whut 
striking analogies exist between the monuments of the 
old continents ;uid those of the Toltecs who...built these
colossal structures, truncated pyramids, divided by layers, 
like the  temple of Belus a t  Babylon I W here did they 
t ik e  the model of these edifices ?” lie exclaims.

The eminent naturalist might have also enquired where 
the Mexicans got all their C hr i s t ian  virtues from, being 
but poor pagans. Tho code of tho Aztecs, says Prescott,
“ evinces a. profound respect for the great principles of 
morality, and as clear a perception of these principles as is 
to be found in the most cultivated nations.” Some of 
these are very curious inasmuch a.s they show such a simi
larity to some of the Gospel ethics. “ He who looks too 
curiously on 'a woman, commits adultery with bis eyes’ 
says one of them, “ Keep peace with all; bear injuries



with h u m il i ty ; God who sees, will avenge you,” de
clares another. Recognizing b u t  ono Supreme Power 
in Nature , they addressed it  ns the  deity " by whom 
we lire, Omnipresent, th a t  knoweth all thoughts and 
giveth ali gifts, without whom man is as nothing ; in
visible, incorporeal, one of perfect perfection ami purity, 
under whose wings we find repose and a sure defence.” 
And, in naming their children, says Lord lvingsborough 
“ they used a ceremony strongly resembling the  Chris
t ian  rite of baptism, tho  lips and bosom of the infant 
being sprinkled with water, and the Lord implored to truth  
aicay the nin th a t  was given to it before the foundation of 
the  world, so thnt the child m ight be born anew.” “ T heir  laws 
were p e r fe c t ; justice, contentment and peace reigned in the  
kingdom of these benighted heathens,” when the  brigands 
and the  Jesu its  of Cortez landed a t  Tabasco. A  century 
of murders, robbery, and forced conversion, were sufficient 
to transform this quiet, inoffensive and wise people into 
what they are now. They have fully benefited by dogmatic 
Christianity. And he who ever went to Mexico, knows 
what th a t  means. The country is full of blood-thirsty 
Christian fanatics, thieves, rogues, drunkards, debauchees, 
murderers, and the greatest  liars the world has ever pro
duced ! Peace and glory to your ashes, O Cortez and 
T o rq u em ad a! In this case a t  least, will you never be per
mitted to boast of the  enlightenm ent your  Christianity 
has poured out on the  poor, and once virtuous heathens i

(To be continued.)

T A N T 1 U C  P M L O S O P l l V .

])V  I I A l l A I U  K A N T A , M A J U M D A ll .

I t  is deeply to be regretted tha t  the Tantras have not 
found favour with some scholars and trutli-seekers of this 
country. People generally feel as if nu intuitive repug
nance at tho very name of Tantra, which seems to asso
ciate with it all tha t  is impure, ignoble and immoral ; bu t 
yet there are many Tantras hiding in their  neglected pages 
golden keys which may well help the earnest pilgrim to 

' open the sealed gates of mysterious nature. T he  Tantras 
are an invaluable treasure, embracing besides religion and 
theology, law and medicine, cosmology, yoga, spiritualism, 
rules regarding the elementaries aud almost all the  branch
es of transcendental philosophy. They are over KiO in 
number, bu t  written as they  are in the Bengali character, 
and their study being confined among a very few of the 
Tantrik  sect, the  world a t  large has been deprived of the 
knowledge of what they really are. The  Tantriks  like 
the Freemasons and Rosicruciaus studiously hide the ir  
books and secrets from the  outside world.

W ith a  view to disabuse the minds of the T an tra -ha te is  
of their  misconception about this very instructive and 
interesting branch of the Hindu literature, 1 will a t tem p t  
in the sequel to give a succinct account of the doctrines 
of the Muhduirvdna T an tra  as to tho Deity.

The Deity, according to the  Jluhdiiircdna  Tantra , is a 
duality— the grand, immutable and inseparable combina
tion of mind and matter. I t  is always indivisible, im 
personal, unsusceptible of any feeling, such as pleasure 
aud pain, imperceptibly latent in every created object,* all- 
pervading and eternal. I t  is tho fountain-light of the 
senses and the  faculties, itself having neither the one nor 
the other. Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are the personifications 
of the centrifugal, sustaining and centripetal energies of 
the  great One, they being never independent entities/}*
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All the created objects from the  great to the small are pro
vided with it.*

This Great Cause of Causes is known only to those who 
are adepts in what is known by the name of Samdd/u yoya. 
The Yogi to feel it  m ust be impregnable to  feelings of 
pleasure and pain, happiness and misery, heat and cold, in 
short, every terrestrial th ing tha t  affects the  mind of tho 
ordinary mortal. The  discipline of the mind is not the 
less imperative. The practiscr of Yoga should stand be
yond the  control of the passions, regard with an even eye 
both friend and foe, and completely abstract his mind from 
the outside world. H e  is to concentrate' his mind npon 
the vital Mantra, oni natehit clam  brahma ; which is 
thus explained. The syllable ont is the  symbol of the 
centrifugal, sustaining and centripetal energies of God ; 
the  le tter  (a) means the  sustaining or preservative energy, 
(<() the  destroying (rather decomposing and centripetal) 
energy, and (7)1) th e  creative (rather centrifugal) energy.

s m v f s r  i m r t  ||
1 have used the words centrifugal, centripetal and enen/i/ 

advisedly. From  the  Kdmadhenti T an tra  i t  would appear 
th a t  the le tte r  (•«■) of the Pranava is the symbol of a  cer
tain force (cnll it  power if you will) n a m e d -\dha K vndu lin i 
(*PT: jpsf&Jff), whose color is like the  scarlet Cliampak, 
embodying the  five Devas (Thatis, Tanm atras or the  occult 
essences of sound, light, smell, touch and air) and the  five 
Pranas. The  color of the  force symbolized by (nt) is like 
th a t  ot th e  dawning sun, and it  is called tho 1 ‘urama K u n -  

it  also embraces the five Devas and Prans 
The symbol (<() is of the  moon's color, pentangular, em 
bracing the five Devas as ab o v e ; having three powers 
(sakti), three attributes, though without any attribute, and 
itself the divine essence embodied.
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Now among the  descriptions of K undalini in T an tra - '  

sara these three a ttr ibu tes  among others are noticeable, 
viz., tha t  i t  is subtle, moving in three and a half  circles 
and encircling the  esotcrio (procreative will, I believe) of 
th e  self-existent Deity.*}* Viewing iu this light this 
Kundalini appears to be the grand pristine force which 
underlies organic and inorganic matter. Modern science 
also teaches us tha t  heat, light, electricity, magnetism, 
&c., are bu t  the  modifications of one great force. I  con
fess my inability to ascertain the. distinction between 
A d  has Kundalini and Paranut Kundtdi, typifying the ne
gative force and the positive force respectively, but doubt
less they are the different manifestations of one great p r im 
eval force or power which created the universe. I  have 
substituted the  word centripetal for </(».■>/roying, because i t  
is laid down th a t  a t  the  time of Mahupralaya organic m a t
te r  will be decomposed and withdrawn to whence it  issued.

3 5 : Frti :

I am struck with an idea, though I  am not now in ;i 
position for want of some very valuable T an tr ik  works to



substan tia te  m y point, th a t  tbe syllable Om is the csotcric 
verbal symbol, whereas the  cross, A rani, Lingam, &c., is the 
csotcric p h ysica l symbol hiding the  same divinb meaning 
underneath . There is the  positive vertical force (in) in 
tersecting the negative horizontal forcc (u), and (a) is the 
harmonial motion of these two forces, (the harmony being 
mentioned by three o ther royal saktix of dignity, energy 
and  counsel) sustaining and preserving the universe, which 
is bu t  tbe embodiment of the divine essence

B u t  to re su m e : *at means immortal, ra ther cver-existcnt, 
chit, the fountain of perception, knowledge and wisdom ; 
rkam, unity ; anil brahma implies greatness. B u t  tbe  con
centration of the mind on the m antra  is not alone sufli- 
t 'ient ; the Yogi to attain beatitude m ust realize the  Deity 
explicated by it .( l)  And what is Yoga ? It is the  con
ju n c tu re  of the J iva  (mind) with the Aiwa. (soul, i.e., Clod)
•— it is tha t worship which unites tbe servant with the 
master. (2)

B u t  this state  of the  mind, the result of the  highest 
culture  and training, is attainable only by a few, who de
vote their whole life and energy to 't lu :  fearless investi
gation of tru th . The  majority of the people ge tting  no 
such education and addicting themselves to m undane pu r
suits, are not in a position to appreciate or realize th e  abs
trac t God. Thrown into the  whirlpool of action, tempted 
by  passions and interest, beset by enemies and untoward 
circumstances, goaded by hope and ambition, s truck down 
by fear and despair, frail man is capable of doing the 
greatest mischief to himself and to his fellow-brothreii. 
T he  bond of religion is, therefore, of tho highest import- 
unco to ensure peace and security. And what religion can 
th e  average man appreciate ? Certainly not the  highest 
theosophy. To suit the  capacity of such men the  sages 
expounded a system of easily tangible faith founded ou 
the  a ttr ibu tes  and actions of the I)eity(-‘l), keeping in 
view J ’rakriti, the  fountain-source of matter, and screen
in g  ou t chaitam/a, the ocean ot intelligence, knowledge 
and wisdom. B u t  they  did not descend to idolatry by 
one step. T heir  first lesson was to contemplate a t t r ib u 
tive images, failing which the  un tu to red  mind was in 
structed to make visible images of J ’rakriti, symbolizing 
her  attributes. Thus Kuli (or Sakli, j ’rakriti, th a t  is, God 
manifested in matter) is made of black color, having a cres
cent. on her forehead, th ree  eyes, wearing red do th , dis
t r ibu ting  security and boon with her hands, s itting  on the 
scarlet lotus, and having her mouth wide open a t  the sioht 
in front of drunken Kala (time) dancing. Even as white, 
purple  and other colors are absorbed by the black, so do 
the elements find their rest iu Kali, hence her color is 
imagined to be black ; the  symbol of the moon indicates her 
loveliness; the light of the universe being the sun, moon and 
lire, the Great Light, of L igh t  is made to have three eyes \ 
t im e  masticates and devours all created objects, the blood 
of which is imagined to be her cloth ; the  universe upon 
which she sits being the  offspring of the active power
(Rajas)— her throne is made of purple lotus. Tho drink
of Kala is folly. (4)

Tho ritualistic portions of the work are not less in 
teres t ing  ; they unfold the means whereby the sentient
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God as well as I ts  symbolic representations are to  be wor
shipped. My nex t  paper will be devoted to the ir  trea tm ent

Symbolic worship is by no means soul-lifting. (5) I t  is 
only for tbe  benefit of the  worldly-minded people—to 
induce them to the  contemplation of something holy and 
traiisnmndane, and to guard against folly and vice, that 
such worship has been inculcated. .Hut, the soul can never 
a tta in  beatitude until  i t  breaks oif the girdles of Karina 
(action) and obtains Gnan (God-knowledge). The Gor- 
dia.li knot of action binds the  soul, hand and foot to the 
world, where repeatedly it  gets birth and dies away until 
theosophy redeems i t  from transmigration.

Kajshahi in Bengal, Feb. 11th, ,1880.

A  MOST INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE LETTER HAS 
been addressed to the Society by a respectable physician in 
England, in which advice is asked for the  t rea tm en t of a 
gentleman who,since a ttending  some Spiritualistic “ circles” 
to witnessthc strange phenomenon of “ Materialization,” has 
been obsessed by an evil influence or “ bad spirit” despite 
his efforts to throw it off. T he  case is so important th a t  it 
will be specially described in next m onth’s THEOSOPHIST.

R A D I A N T  M A T T E R .

>1. CAMILLE FLAMMAllION ON MR. CROOKES’ NEW DIS
COVERIES i n  p h y s ic s .

Tbe R e v u e  S p ir i fe  of Paris, a  monthly journal establish
ed by the late Allan Ivardec— the founder of the  Spiritis
tic School in F rance— and edited by M. 1’. G. Leymarie, a 
Fellow of the Theosophical Society, in its February  n u m 
ber, IS,SO, has a most interesting article, discoursing upon 
Mr. Crookes, the  em inent English physicist, interested in 
the  occult studies. I t  speaks thus of him and bis great 
popularity now in France —

“ Spiritism  feels too grateful to  tlio great Scientist William 
Crookes th a t any th in" to  liis greater glory should rem ain unnoticed. 
Sufliw tlien, th a t lie is the au thor of the admirable researches on 
Itadiaut Matter of which the whole press entertained lately tho 
French public, to  m ake i t  our duty  to  our readers to welcome the 
discoveries of the great chem ist who did not shrink from the study 
of spiritist phenomena.* T his alone would be sufficient for us, hail 
we not still ano ther motive, one th a t concerns the cause of Spiri
tism to its core and heart, as the problem of radiant m atte r is the 
problem of Spiritualism  itself. That, which Mesmerists and Spiri
tualists call fluid, is probably only a special manifestation of what 
Sir. Crookes designates under the name of radiant matter. Tho 
discovery of a fourth condition of m atte r is a  door opened for its 
transform ations for ever ; it  is tbe invisible and impalpable man tha t 
becomes possible w ithout ceasing to be substantial ; it is the world 
of spirits entering  the domain of scientific hypotheses w ithout 
absurdity : it  presents a possibility for the m aterialist to  believo 
in a future life, w ithout renouncing the material substratum  which 
ho th inks necessary for the maintenance of individuality. There 
are o ther considerations too. We do not mention homccopathy, 
having never studied it, b u t it  is more than probable th a t liornuo- 
paths will find argum ents aa well in the facts of radiant matter........

“ SIr. Crookes is not only the chemist known to the scientific 
world, bu t a t th is  tim e there is not a  Frenchman well read iu 
journalistic information who is not aware of the importance of his 
works, and th is name is now for science a dazzling light, a  popular 
glory. To give an idea of his work and of the interest which hiH
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experim ents a t the Paris observatory ami a t tlie school of medicine 
have generally excited throughout the press, wo cannot do b e tte r 
than  reproduce passages from the numerous articles published by 
scientific editors.”

T |ie first contribution to th is effect is given by a  le tte r from 51. 
Camille Flanmmrion, the astronom er aiul sp iritis t to  the  journal 
Le Volluire ou the subject of R adiant M atter, extracts from w hich 
le tte r we now  givo for the benefit of the readers of the Theosophist.
I I .  Flammarion says :—

“ W e had, the other night, a t tho Obsorvatory, a lecture on phy
sics—physics purely scientific, le t i t  bo well understood—very in 
teresting and extremely instructive. Mr. W. Crookes, F .It.S . of 
London, shewed there to  a  select m eeting his curious experim ents 
upon a peculiar state of m atter, which ho calls radiant matter. M . 
Salet was the interpreter ; iu the audiencc was SI. Cam betta, accom
panied by Ueneral Farre.”

M. Fh.mmarion then  alleges th a t Faraday was the first person to 
conceive the idea of rad ian t m atter, as a hardy hypothesis, in  the 
year 18l(i. H is le tte r th u s proceeds :—

“ A t the commencement of the century, if iuiy one had asked w hat 
is gas, lie would have been answered, i t  is m atter diluted and rare- 
tied to  the point of being im palpable ; except when it  is excited by 
a violent movement, it  is invisible ; i t  is incapable of assuming a 
definite form, like solids ; or of forming drops like liquids ; i t  is 
always in a position to dilate when it encounters no resistiinee, and 
to  contract under the action of pressure. Such were the principal 
properties a ttribu ted  to  gas th irty  years ago. But tlio researches of 
modern scionce have greatly enlarged and modified our ideas about 
the constitution of these elastic fluids.

“ W o now consider gas to  be composed of an almost infinite num 
ber of little  particles or molecules, which aro incessantly in move
m ent, and w hich are anim ated by a tendency to velocity of move
m ent to  the greatest possible degree. As the num ber of these mo
lecules is exceedingly great, i t  follows th a t a molecule cannot move 
in any direction w ithout quickly striking against another. Jiu t if 
we extract from n closed vessel a great quantity  of the air, or of the 
gas which it  contains, the num ber of the molecules is diminished, 
and tho distance th a t a given moleculo can move w ithout knocking 
against another is increased, the mean length of its free course being 
in inverse ratio to the num ber of molecules remaining.

“ Tlio mure perfect the vacuum, the greater the average distance 
th a t a molecule traverses before colliding ; or in other terms, tho 
mean length of the free course augm ents the more the physical pro
perties of the gas become modified. Thus, when we arrive a t a 
certain point, the phenomena of the radiom eter become possible ; 
and if we carry the rarefaction of the gas still farther, th a t is to  say, 
if  we diminish tho num ber of the molecules which are found iu a 
given space, and by th a t means augm ent tho menu length of the ir 
free courses, we render the experim ents which aro tho subject m at
te r  o f our consideration, possible. As At r. Crookes says :—

‘ These phenomena differ so greatly  from those presented by  gas 
in its  ordinary tension, th a t we are in the presence of a fourth condi
tion of m atter, which is as fa r removod from tho gaseous condition 
ns gas is from the liquid condition.

‘ The molecules of gas, for example, contained in th is envelope of 
crystal (a globo five inches in  diam eter) and which are now become 
comparatively few in num ber—although thero aro actually  left 
m illiards on m illiards—by being no longer impeded reciprocally in 
their movements, have acquired new properties, of extreme energy. 
H ere aro revealed by tho most b rilliant phenomena some of those 
mysterious powers of nature, the secret laws of which are ye t little 
known,

‘ Those molecules projected on diamonds and rubies in rapid 
streams, cause them  to shine forth w ith intense brilliancy of colour, 
green and red, and the glass under the ir action becomes illuminated 
with flashing phosphorescence.

‘ A rapid current of these particles which an  ingenious lecture- 
table method of lighting renders visible to all eyes, heats platino-iri- 
ilium alloy, to  beyond 2 ,1)00 degrees, melting it  like wax.

‘ I t  appears th a t all these molecules, which liavo been rendered 
more free and mobilo by reduction of their number, act like bullets 
so small as to defy imagination, and the num ber of which, still in 
this vacuum of which man is so proud, appears to  be still infinite.’ 

“ Mr. Crookes, by means of various ingenious experiments, de
monstrates the following propositions :

‘ W herever radiant m atte r strikes, i t  induces an energetic phos
phorescent action :—it moves in a stra igh t line ; when intercepted 
by a solid substance i t  throws a shadow ; it  exercises an energetic 
mechanical action upon the bodies it  strikes against ; i t  deviates 
from its  stra igh t course under the influence of the magnet ; when 
arrested iu its  movement, i t  produces heat.’

“ These are  some of the experim ents so new, so unexi>ected, ami 
of such deep in terest. Tlie author of them  has succeeded in making 
a vacuum ni his tubes of a millionth of atmosphere, and he might 
even a tta in  to  a ten millionth or perfectionate i t  even to  a tw enty 
millionth. Very well, such a  pneumatic vacuum, far from repre
senting to  the m ind au absolute vacuum, represents on the con
trary, still a real condition of m atter, and Btill an immeasurable 
number of molecules. Thus, for example, a globo of glass of th ir
teen centimetres, (ab o u t five inchea) in diameter, like those in 
which some of the preceding experiments had beon made, would 
contain something like a septiUion, thus 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,000 , 00 0 ,0 0 0 ,
00 0 ,000 , of molocnles of air. Very well, if we make a vacuum there 
to a millionth of the atmosphere, the globe will still contain a  quintil- 
lion of molecules. T hat is no small thing. I t  is even enormous—

unimaginable ! Suppose we pierce th is globe of glass by  the  a id  
of an electric spark, which traverses it  by an opening quite micro
scopic, bu t sufficient, nevertheless, to pem iit the air to  enter ; how  
much tim e will i t  take for th is quintillion of molecules to  get into 
tho globe, in which a vacuum has been made ? If  a hundred  
millions of molecules should enter in a second, in order to  fill th is 
globo there would be a  necessity of—

1 2 , fiS2 , 510, 017, 470, 500, Seconds.
or 214, 708, 510, 2 0 1 , 275, Minutes,
or 3. 578, 475, 171, 521, Hours.
or 14!), 103, 132, M7, Days.
or 408, mil, 731, Years.

more than  four hundred millions of years. Nevertheless, tlio vessel 
is filled in an  hour. AVhat are we to  conclude by th is I W hy, th a t 
not only a hundred millions of molecules enter in a  second, bu t 
three hundred quintillions- Tho smallness of those molecules is, 
then, absolutely incomprehensible. They aro so to speak bu t m a
them atical points.

“• In  the study  of th is fourth  condition, or slate of m atter, i t  
seems th a t we have attained a  know ledge of, seized, and subm it
ted to our control, the small indivisiblo atoms which we may con
sider as forming th e  physical basis of tho Universe, and th a t we 
have attained to tlie lim it where m atter and force appear to 
blend—to the obscure domain which m arks the frontier th a t sepa
rates the known from the unknown. I hope the learned experimenter 
will here perm it me to  make a reflection inspired by his own experi
ments. T hat which he calls rad ian t m atter, may it  not be simply a 
mode of electricity ? The radiations observed, tho luminous and 
calorific phenom ena produced, the deviations obtained under tho 
influence of the m agnet and magnetic currents, do they no t suggest 
directly to  the m ind the existence of actions of the electric order ? 
This idea may well have struck  tho author himself, and perhaps he 
might discuss th is objection which appears to us direct and quite 
natural. T his objection does not, however, seem to us to  be proved. 
H ut whatever may be the adopted theory, t liese experiments are 
none tho less novel, curious, and of the first order. W o will finish 
by an indiscretion ; it was in studying the phenomena of Spiritual
ism th a t Mr. Crookes has been led to these magnificent discoveries,

“ C a m i u .e  I ’i.a m m a h i o k ,

Astronomer

JTTNTS TO T H E  S T U D E N T S  OF YO G VID YA .
]!Y  K U TTX IN  C 'H IIN D  JiAUY.

There are e igh t parts of Yog, viz., Y am a, Niyam a, A sa
lia, Pnlnnilydnm, Pratydh&ra, Dhiiranna, D liyana and Sa- 
m adhi, each of w hich I  shall endeavour to define as briefly 
as possible.

The principles of Y am a enjoin us—
(1.) To observe perfect freedom from th e  desire of 

in ju ring  others, and to  realize in practice real love and 
heartfe lt sym pathy for all creatures ;

(2) To speak always tho  tru th  ; m aking our words 
convoy our exact m eaning ;

(.*)) To be free from a  desire to m isappropriate others’ 
property, however in sig n ifican t;

(4) To practise self-denial, or in o ther words never to 
allow gratification to  carnal passions, even in th o u g h t;

(;>) To keep always and everywhere aloof from pride 
and vanity.

T he principles of N iyam a enjoin us—
(1.) To observe cleanliness of body and p u rity  of m ind
(2) To be con ten t and cheerful under all the vicissi

tudes of l i f e ;
(:i) To listen to, and practise, the  doctrines calculated 

to  exalt our m ind and refine our thoughts :O 3
(4) To read the  sacred books, such as the Vedas, &c., 

and to have full faith in th e  existence of the  Infinite S p i
rit, Oi>i ;

(">) To bear always in m ind th a t our actions and 
thoughts are w atched and witnessed by the O m nipresent 
Spirit.

A  sana.
This trea ts  of th e  posture to be adopted at the  tim e of 

perform ing Yog. T he posture assumed should be quite 
easy and in no way painful or inconvenient. For oriental 
people, squatting  is the  ono generally prefeired.

Pr&nndyitiiut.
This relates to  the  suppression of the  inspiration and 

expiration of breath.



(1.) W hen tlic l i ra i th  is exhaled, th e  s tu d e n t  should, 
before ho takes it in again, allow as much t im e  to puss as 
lio conveniently can.

(2) And when if. is inhaled, ho should suffer the  same 
am ount of t im e  to elapse before i t  is exhaled again.

(3) H e  should then  suspend brea th ing  altogether, of 
rourse, for a  few seconds a t  the  beginning, and never so’ o o*
long as would cause h im  inconvenience or prove danger
ous to his health. I n  short, his practice m ust  be regu
lated by his strength.

(4) H e  should then  inhale and exhale his b reath  slow
ly and with loss force th an  usual. I  advise no person to 
practiso this par t  of Yog, unless he has a  Yogi a t  his side, 
inasmuch as it endangers health  and life, if unskilfully a t 
tem pted and iu tlio absence of nu instructor.

P  ratydhdra.
This requires us to control our mind so as to exerciso 

full authority  over iLs feelings and emotions.

D haranna
is to withhold the mind from all external objects and in
ternal thoughts and to concentrate i t  upon a certain part 
of the  body, e ither th e  navol, hoart, forehead, nose or 
tongue, and then to m edita te  on O m  and its attributes.

D hyana
is to intonsify th a t  meditation, and to keep th e  mind void 
of any other thought, feeling or emotion.

Samddhi
leads the  Yogi to gain th a t  perfection in the  intensity of 
m editation which enables h im  to a tta in  absorption in the 
Infinite Spirit. _ _

In D hyana th e  Yogi is conscious of his own self, of his 
mind, and of th e  Infinite Sp irit  ; b u t  in Sanuulhi he loses 
tho consciousness of the  first two, and th e  Infinite Spirit  
only remains before his m ind ’s eye.  ̂ _

Y o u r  readers m ust know th a t  the. w riter of this article, 
not being a Y o gi himself, writes this not so much to teach 
others as to leant himself, and  will, therefore, feel highly 
grateful to any who being Yogis themselves will correct 
him wherever they see h im  tak ing  a  wrong course.

Dh&vanua, D hyana and  Samadhi are together call
ed Sannyfiina. _

No one should expect to  enjoy the bliss of Sunnydm a, 
which is beyond all description, w ithout first observing tho 
principles of Y a m a  and N iyam n . _

God, the  primeval cause t h a t  pervades the  universe, and 
is th e  Master of all things, e ither anim ate  or inanimate, 
is a  Being invisible to th e  physical eyes, imperceptible 
to the  bodily senses and incomprehensible to our finite 
intellect. W ho dares define such a Being, and in what 
language ? N o other language than  that, of the  D eity  itself, 
(if it  can be said to have any specific language a t  all), can 
boast of representing it as i t  is. And iu S a n n ya m a  we aro 
brought face to face with th is  Being. _ _

The first fruit th a t  a Yogi reaps is th a t  his mind is 
always fearloss and his soul happy. These two qualifica
tions are th e  true  a t tendan ts  th a t  a Yogi can always count 
upon, and w ithout these no person should be looked upon 
as a Yogi. I t  is, indeed, difficult to  en ter  all a t  once into 
tho  state of Samadhi, bu t  Dhyilnn, 1 am sure, is a  stage t hat 
can a t  any ra te  be reached even by a beginner.

I t  is in D liydna  th a t  a s tudent of Yoga Vidya begins to 
hear  th a t  mystic music called the  Andhad-Shabcl (which 
is so beautifully illustrated a t  page 87 of the T h k o s o p h i s t  
for Jan u a ry  1880, in the  article on Yog Philosophy) which 
varies in its  tunes and notes in proportion to th e  advance
m ent of th e  s tudent from one stage to another.

In the first stage it  resembles th e  chirping of a  sparrow, 
in tho second i t  is twice as loud, in tho third it  is like tho 
tolling of bells, in the fourth like tho blowing of a great 
shell, in the fifth like th e  music of a lute, in the sixth 
like the  clapping of hands, in  the  seventh like the  sound 
of a  flute (Yinna), in the  e ighth like the  beating of a 
drum, in  the  ninth like the  sound of a  small trum pet, and 
iu the  ten th  like the  deep pealing of thunder.

I t  is in the  ten th  stage called S a m a d h i th a t  H iran - 
nyatjarbha, th a t  eternal and unfading light, which until 
then penetrated  its rays only now and then  through 
the  thick cloud of matter, breaks in upon the  Yogi 
in its full brightness nnd glory, and absorbs him. The 
Yogis when they reach this state, gain the  power of 
the  D eity  ju s t  as a piece of iron gains the property of 
the  m agnet when both are b iought in close connection 
with each other. And it is such Yogis tha t  should bo 
looked upon with awe and reverence. However, the farther 
the student, advances from one stage to another, the  greater 
the psychic [towers ho begins to possess. I n  th e  infancy 
of his spiritual development, futuru events are revealed to 
h im  through dreams especially those connected with his 
own person, his intimate friends and nearest relatives. 
B u t  as his D hyana  makes a  move nearer to  the  a ttainment 
of S am adh i, his capacity is so increased as to enable him to 
see d istant objects and future events as happening beforo 
him in his semi-Samadhi. And he can also save himself 
to a certain extent from tho attack of diseases and all h u r t
ful creatures.

W hen  the s tuden t acquires so much power, i t  happens 
in some few cases th a t  he becomes reserved, and looks down 
upon others. This he should scrupulously avoid as, 
otherwise he stands face to face with th e  danger of 
being pulled down to th e  po in t from whence he first 
started.

H e  should bear all i ll- treatm ent with patience and be 
ever forgiving ; in short, he  should act like the  Omnipre
sen t D eity  th a t  allows the sun to shine equally both on 
the good nnd the  wicked. A  slight partiality for one and 
hatred  for another is sure  to retard his progress.

It. should be borne in mind th a t D hyiina  can never be 
enjoyed unless the mind is quite  free of alldesires a t  the  time. 
Tho ever-wavering s ta te  of the  mind is a g rea t obstacle 
in our way of spiritual development, and no mind can bo 
brought to  any poin t of stability unless it  is separated 
from all desires. And to effect this, various are the means 
adopted by different persons. Some engage their  mind 
w ithou t reserve, in tho  recitation of e ither of the  following 
ineffable names of tho D e i t y :— Om, Soham , H a ns-H am , 
T a t-S u f  &c. &c. Others engage the ir  mind directly in 
searching after E ternal Light, which manifests itself to the 
devotee in the inner chamber of his heart, called in Sanskrit, 
B rahm -poori.

Punjab, February  1880.

-------- ---------

BRATDfOTSM vs. HINDUISM.

BY A HINDU LAWYER.

I  have no mind to occupy any space in your esteemed 
journal with any discussion as to the  relative merits of 
the  two religious, b u t  I  propose, with your permission, to 
point out to thoso concerned why the  new religion has not 
been able to progress so well as i t  should have in the course 
of the  last half-a-century. H induism  is the  oldest reli
gion in th e  world, and it m ust be a religion of love and vo 
dogma th a t  would upset it, if  possible. I t  is a tremendous 
edifice th a t  has out-lived the raids of time, stood tho 
fury of many a cyclone, and baffled all foreign aggression. 
I t  embraces all phases of moral philosophy and is, from 
a  H indu  point of view, the  fountain-head of theology. 
Brahmoism (or the  religion of one true Brahm a), as ori
ginally found by Rajah Ram Mohun Roy, lias sprung out 
of it. Brahmoism has since received many an accretion 
from foreign bodies, and alluvium deposited by the  wash
ing of the  Hood of time. I t  professes to contain the  con
centrated essence of the sweets of all the  known religions 
of the  earth. I t  ought, therefore, strictly speaking, to 
be the  prevailing religion a t  this hour, a t  least in India. 
B u t  even in Bengal, it  is not the  religion of many, but 
of a few  young Bengalis. W hy  is this ? I t  is not because 
there  is any inherent or la ten t defect in the system itself, 
but, because, I  believe, there  is a fault in its followers. Let 
i t  not be understood, however, th a t  any reflection is in - "



tendod upon the character of all the  Bralunos; no, there 
are very honourable exceptions to the  rule. W h a t  I em 
phatically beg to  assert is th a t  men like Babu Keshub 
Chundar Sen, whose public life has been inconsistent 
throughout, and who, a t  the  close of the n ineteenth  cen
tury, iu tho m idst of all th is  Western enlightenment 
and civilization, wants to bo regarded ns n prophet nud 
to be worshipped like Christ Jesus of Nazareth, cannot 
guide, far less rule, the  spiritual destiny of millions. Be
sides, if tlio Brahmos are really in earnest to convert into 
the ir  faith their H indu  brethren, they m ust forsake the 
aggressive jHilicy and the  offending a t t i tude  they have 
lately adopted towards the H indu society. I have been led 
into making these rem arks by tho facts of u case th a t  
has lately occurred a t  Allahabad, and has been fully re
ported by it correspondent in the  columns of the  
“ Pi-ahliiili" a  vernacular daily published a t  Calcutta. I t  
appeal's tha t  a  certain teacher in tho Government school 
a t Allahabad, a young Baboo, graduate  of the  Calcutta 
University und a Brahmo, became an accomplice, a t  least 
after the fact, of enticing away, under cover o f  midnight, 
a young H indu girl-widow from tho lawful custody of her 
poor brother. W hen  questioned by the  girl's brother and 
some of his friends, the  said teacher, after much hesitation 
and with great reluctance, confessed th a t  the girl was iu 
his house ; and, when pressed to deliver her up, he m a
naged to send her  down to Calcutta in the  company ot 
tho two striplings who had personally brought the  girl out 
from her home, there  to be placed under tlie custody of a 
Brahmo, to bo educated, initiated into Brahmoism and 
then married under the  Brahmo Marriage Act, to a  bride
groom of any caste tha t  may hereafter be chosen by her 
or on her behalf. An indignation-meeting, attended by 
almost all tlie leading members of the  H indu community 
of Allahabad, was held the o ther  day, and the conduct ot 
the said Bengali teacher waa unanimously condemned. 
I f  tho facts of this case be true  (and 1 have no doubt they 
are), tho Brahmos of Allahabad have not only wounded 
the feelings of a  respectable H indu  family— not only of
fended tho H indu  society a t  large, b u t  considerably, if not 
irreparably, injured the  chances of the  progress ot their  
religion, a t  least in U pper  India. One such example ot 
indiscretion and wickedness as this is ap t  to neutralize 
tho effect of the  labours of years, and to hinder the  ad
vancement of the cause in future. I hope no one in the 
service of our Government, whose maxim is neutrality  
in matters of religion, would be allowed to  practise 
with impunity any questionable traffic on the  religious 
and social feelings of any section of the  community. 
Certainly tho argum ent becomes stronger when applied 
to the  case of a school-master, whose class is supplied with 
children of men of every shade of religion and who is, 
no doubt, by virtue of his position, reckoned ami recog- 
uised as a  representative man in some sense of the  term. 
Let tho Bralunos of Allahabad contradict, if they  can, th e  
clear version of the facts narrated in detail by the  said 
correspondent, who has given th e  names of all parties 
concerned, including those of the witnesses who could 
depose to each set of those facts. Otherwise there is no 
escape for them  from the  serious charge laid against them. 
We know widow-reinarriago is a noble object per xt\ but, it 
is submitted, it  should not bo consummated by any unwor
thy devices. In  one sense, the  H indus are afraid of 
Brahmoism more than  they  are of Christianity. Tho 
native Christians live apar t  from them and do everything 
iu tho light ot the  d a y ;  whereas the Bralunos livo in their 
homes, mix with, and move in, the  society of the ir  females, 
and oftentimes bring about thoir ends surreptitiously. 
The conviction is gaining ground every day in the H in 
du mind th a t  Brahmoism is fast becoming a  religion of 
diplomacy ! As an admirer of Brahmoism, I p ity  the  
erring Brahmos for th e  sake of the ir  religion which is 
essentially one of love, mercy and fellow-feeling— th e  
cardinal virtues of its parent, Hinduism, the  soul of which 
is Fair Play and

N O  H U M B U G .
24 th February 1880.

A  IIA  L IS T E D  C A S T L E  I X  T H E  N I N E T E E N T H  
C E N T  U ll Y.

HY W I O F E S S O U  ZAIIKD-LEVV.

Tho cnstlo of ])., near Saint-A., mentioned by M. An- 
gol, lias been, it appears, visited during several centuries 
hy the inhabitants  o f  tlio other world. As a proof of 
wlmt I advance, I  will mention the  nocturnal sounds so 
often hoard by the master o f  the place himself, ami 
the  sighs nud sobs which troublo th e  sleep of the inha
bitants  of the house several times a month. They have 
been heard, and can, 110 doubt, be heard aga in  distinctly 
enough to set aside all suspicion of hallucination, and 
these phenomena were the  only ones observed until 1X7S.

Then, on Easter evening of th a t  year, about nine 
o’clock, mysterious lights appeared in the shady avenues 
of the park ; they weie red, flickering, ami peculiar, and 
they were to be seen for more than an hour. No one 
could approach them  without their instantly dying out 
and disappearing, and nothing could be more interesting 
than these luminous phenomena which reminded one of 
the night of Walpurgis, when the good doctor Faust  saw 
so many marvels.

These extraordinary manifestations were succeeded by 
others still more strange. Soon the bells, large and small, 
began to ring of themselves, gently a t  first, and then 
loudly and all together. Above, below, everywhere, it was 
one fantastic ]>eal. In vain we examined the  rope of each 
of the bells— it was motionless ! W e even assured our
selves th a t  three of them bail 110 connection with the bell, 
and perhaps had not sounded for a century. Tlie peal 
continued until daybreak, and on the. next and following 
evenings \vns renewed and redoubled. During moro than 
three weeks we heard the  sound of a ham m er striking 
the  barrels in the cellar. I t  was useless to arm ourselves 
and go down. L ittle  by little the noise grew less, and by the 
time we reached the cellar all was still ; bu t  the hammer 
recommenced louder than  ever as soon as we were upstairs 
again, and a frightful noise heard in the upper corridors 
tilled us with terror. Imagine two or three hundred plates 
rolled with pieces of iron and chains down the stone stair
case, add to tluit loud voices, sharp cries, whistling blows 
struck to the right, the  left, ou the  ceiling, 011 the furni
ture, stones mixed with fine sand falling 011 us, however 
closely the doors m ight be shut, frightful bowls sounding 
a t  each story, and you will have a  faint idea of what pass
ed in the castle every n ight for more than  three weeks.

During a convivial meal the  large and heavy dining ta 
ble began suddenly to move, and to turn  round, then it 
pranced like a sportive animal, and loud blows struck 
underneath it were almost strong enough to disjoin tho  
wood. D uring this tim e the plates and dishes jarred  
against each other, and rising fell back again noisily.

A conversation of more than an hour followed, the blows 
answering iu four languages with perfect intelligence—  
and not only th a t  bu t  we heard the table howl and imi
ta te  in a horrible m anner the  death rattle of a criminal 
in the  hands of the hangman, these loud and unpleasant 
sounds alternating with the  questions asked.

The spirit announced himself as a criminal of the olden 
time, tormented a t  the  very place where he committed 
his crime— and a legend of the castle really recalls a fact 
of this kind, and names as tho sceno of the  event, the 
entranco of a subterranean passage, closed in conseqnenco 
by an iron grating.

The table performance recommenced several times, 
though never to the same extent, bu t direct writing was 
obtained moro than a  hundred times.

One of us had only to leave a note somewhere about 
the  castle, and a few m inutes after the answer was written 
upon it with a red pencil. These answers usually con
tained baseless threats, and I  recognised on the  notes cer
tain signs of cabala and occult philosophy— th a t  was all.

I come now to the fact of the  apparitions, and to those 
who say “ you thought you saw them.” I  answer, th a t  we 
did not th in k  about it, we actually saw them. I cannot 
force you to believe these statem ents, bu t I  can assure you



on my honour, th a t  I  invent absolutely nothing, and for th a t  
m a tte r  more than  twenty of my friends will affirm th a t  
they witnessed what I  relate. The fourth evening during 
a  torrential rain, and by tlus feeble beams of tlic moon al
most. veiled by the clouds, we all saw a  gigantic spectre 
majestically cross the great field, and after walking there 
and groaning more than five minutes, lose itself in the da rk 
ness ! I To sec this supernatural being more than  twenty 
feet, high, one* had only to manifest his desire, then all 
noise censed in the castle, we looked out upon the solitary 
avenues of tbe park, and we saw it |ici fcctly, although 
sometimes the obscurity was so great tha t  one could hard
ly distinguish the trees and high til's. The spirit kept at. 
a distance, and resembled a  phosphorescent, column in a liu- 
mnn form. Its lamentations touched us to the  soul, nnd 
it  seemed aware of our commiseration. More than fifty 
times during nenrly six months, we contemplated by moon
light this troubled phantom, bu t  it. wn.s not prudent, to 
offend it, anil the punishment, soon followed the fault. My 
friend J .  de 1). received a violent blow in the face, which 
made him bleed for several minutes, and I  myself was 
struck by stones without knowing whence they came. It. 
would be endless if I were to relate all that passed in this 
mysterious house, bu t little by little, the phenomena be- 
cameslighter and rarer. A t  the  present t imecertninly strange 
things still happen, b u t  they are slight, weak, and vague.

One m ight j>ossibly count one every three week, and for 
the production of the  phenomena certain special circum
stances nre necessary and by provoking the spirits a little, 
I  am convinced, the noise could be made t.o begin again.

In brief, these are the  facts, and they were witnessed by 
all the family de 1). and their  servants, by M. M. Snlndin 
nnd I l . . .deM ... ,  and by M. B ...  priest, and formerly 
tu tor  a t  the castle. There were several other very credi
table persons whom 1 th ink  it. useless to name. All these 
persons have seen and heard. Now discuss, as much as 
you can, like rationalists and learned men, and try to explain 
it  all by the light of your science. Useless will it  be for 
you to make our ears ring with your great words of mo
dern medicine : hallucinations, spectromania, liystem- 
demonopathia, and such like, which nre nought b u t  absurd 
excuses the value of which approximates the  following : 
opium produces sleep, for it  possesses a soporific virtue in 
it, ; castor oil purges in consequence of its cleansing pro
perties, etc. You do not really sec, then, that, you create 
won Is and nothing but words without explaining anything 
a t  all I Enough— for here I merely narrate and give 
facts and my object is not to explain. Only gentlemen 
sceptics and esprit# fo r ts  do not presume too much of 
your powers and try  to  always bear in mind the words of 
your honourable colleague, Arago,— he who outside of pure 
mathematics pronounces the word “ impossible" lacks p ru 
dence.” (liev itc  Spirit? , February.)

SEVERAL E M I N E N T  N A T I V E  S C H O L A R S  H A V E  A L R E A D Y  

consented to serve on the  Ju ry  for the award of the Medal 
of Honour. The complete list, will be announced in the 
next number of this magazine. It, is desired to include 
among tho Native silver coins to be incited up, at. least 
four pieces which would respectively represent the  ancient 
dynasties of Northern, Southern, Eastern and W estern I n 
dia. Will any antiquarian give or sell us such ? The 
more ancient they are the better. Such mementoes of a 
glorious Past may well glitter 011 the  breast of its modern 
vindicator.

S in c e  t h e  a  h o v e  w a s  p u t  in  t y p e  a m e s s a g e  h a s  
been received from our respected friend, R60 B ahadur 
Manibhai Jasbhai, tho Dewan Sahcb of ( 'utch, generously 
offering to contribute somo ancient coins of th a t  S ta te  for 
incorporation in the Medal of Honour, l ie  kindly says th a t  
tho work of our Society is likely to result, in good for 
India. Tho Dewan Saheb sends us also a copy of a  Reeso- 
lution of the Cutch Council of Regency, offering two prizes, 
of Rs. 200 and Rs. 400 respectively, for original essays 
in Gujrati and translations into th a t  language from 
Euglisb or Sanskrit.

I n  K m i . M I T T l N C  S A N S K R I T  M S S . — O F T E N  C A R E L E S S L Y  

written— to compositors who are totally ignorant of the 
m eaning of the words, errors, more or less important, are 
inevitable. The  fate which bef'el the Sanskrit contribution 
to our February num ber by the  learned High Priest of 
A dam ’s Peak, tho Rt. Rev. II. Sumangala, will be seen 
from the following list of errata which ho has sent u s :—

E rra ta  in the T h e o s o p h is t , for February 1S80.

Page 122, Postscript.

line num ber 8 m ust be
Do. 0 -1 0 Do.
Do. m Do.
Do. 13 Do.
Do. 1 r, tfrm ’ Do. 3Ti<n.
Do. 17 Do.
Do. i s $T°Tf Do. $r>i.

Do. 22 TtPTT Do. TS>TT.

Do. 23 fasn : Do. fasn:

Do. 23 emu Do. <T5tW.

I V 24 Do.
(Page
Do.

123.)
2 .',

a Do. 3TM7.'=>_ .

Do. 20 Do.
Do. 31 JTl’T Do.

Do. 3r> Do.
Do. 38 Do.
Do. 30 Do.
Do. 30 327 Do. 3*j.

In  the  * note S W W i  m ust be 

f  note m us t  be
J note m ust be m ust be

m ust be ^PJlfcTT must
be ♦ iq’liarw , arftiV? must be a r rn irT F r  ?- 

must be 3^1 , and m ust be fa-
c*T.

Tn division TII the  omission of the words “ refraining 
from" before the word “ lying” made our learned brother 
seem to say th a t  Good Speech embraces lying !

T H E  O F F IC E  O F REL IG IO N .

JIY I) 11 nr;WANDAS .MUNMOIIUNDAS, ESQ., ’ 

Solicitor o f the High Court, Bombay.

Tho foundation, in our midst., of the Theosophical So
ciety just. at. a  time Avbcn the  educated mind of India 
is almost in u state of chaos and confusion on the all-im
portant subject of religion, may bo looked upon as a per
fect godsond. The primary and paramount object of this 
Socioty hns been, I  take  it, to revive Vedaism, or, in 
other words, to substitu te  spiritual for ritual and material 
worship. No education can be said to be complete with
out religious instruction and, though the system of English 
education has directly or indirectly cleared our minds of 
any lurking faith in the  prevailing religions of this coun
try, it  has, we m ust  admit, failed to give us a  be tter 
religion instead. Thrown as we arc upon our own resour
ces, wo go about manufacturing religions for ourselves; 
b u t  these man-made, hand-made religions so to speak— 
not founded on divine ordinances and divine inspiration:— 
will not have nny permanent hold upon our minds, man
ners and morals. A  religion without, spiritual inspiration 
is almost as useless as a grate  without fire. Sooner or 
later we shall grow weary of such religions and cast them 
away to the winds. But, we must have a  religion afler 
all. Man is essentially a  religious being, much in the 
same sense as he is a  social being. As we believe in  the 
brotherhood of man, so we m ust believe iu  the fatherhood



of Spirit, and as there are ways and means of associating 
with our follow-brethren here, so we m ust have a way 
to open u p  our intercourse, our correspondence, our 
communication with the Deity. Religion opens this 
way, and points it  out to .man. W c have simply to follow 
it up, and the  highest end of our life is accomplished. 
The tendency- of our youth is to believe th a t  the  end 
of life is enjoyment. The fault is not theirs, hu t  the 
faulty and defective character of the education they re
ceive. N oth ing  bu t the revival of tha t primitive religion 
•—the only true religion— the religion of the Vedas— can 
awaken us to a sense of our duties towards the Deity, and 
b o w  in us the seeds of, and win for us,eternal, everlasting life.

As food is the  sustenance of the body, so is religion 
the sustenance of the  soul. As the body w ithout food fails 
to perform its appointed functions, so does the soul w ith 
out religion fail to perforin its appointed function of hold
ing communion with the Spirit— the only sure and safe 
way of securing spiritual comfort and consolation, and of 
entering the kingdom of the E ternity .

I t  is a m a tte r  of national pride and pleasure to  observe 
th a t  this ancient religion of our ancient Aryan country 
has, a t  this distance of time, a ttracted  to itself, and en
gaged the attention of a large body of the learned and 
th inking men of Europe and America, very m any of whom 
have, in order to follow its teaching and precepts, abjured 
tha t  " model” religion of m odem  times— l.'hristianity.

T H E  T H E  OS O r  I I IC A  L  SO C IE T Y , OR U N IV E R 
S A L  B R O T H E R H O O D .

I l 'o i in c i l  n t  N ew  Y o rk , U . S . o f  A iu c riu n , O i-lo liu r IlOlli, 1S75.]

Principles, /Inlet, and  Bye-Laws, ns revised in Oeuerid Conned, at
the meet ini/ held at the /xdaec o f  /F. 11..the Jlahunijah o f Yiziuna-
yram, 1tenures, 17M December, 187!).
I. T he  Theosophical Society is formed upon the basis 

of a Universal Brotherhood of H umanity . I t  has been 
conventionally divided for administrative purposes into 
L oad  Branches.

A Branch may, if so desired, be composed solely of co
religionists, as, for instance, Aryas, Buddhists, Hindus, 
Zoroastrians (or Parsis), Christians, Mahommcdans, Jains, 
&c.— each under its own President, Executive Officers anil 
Council. ,

II. The  whole Society is under tin; special cave of one 
General Council, and of the President of the Theosophi
cal Society, its Founder, who is himself subject to the 
authority of a Supreme Council representing the  highest 
section of the Society.

I I I .  The whole Society shall be fully represented in 
the General Council, and each branch shall have the l ight 
to elect a member to represent it  in the  General Council 
of the Theosophical Society, whose head-quarters are for 
the time being in th a t  locality where the President-Fomid- 
er may be.

IV. The Society being a Universal Brotherhood, com
prising various "Branches established in widely separated 
countries and cities in both hemispheres, all such B ra n d i 
es derive the ir  chartered existence from the Paren t So
ciety, and are subordinate to its authority, w ithout which 
no Branch can be formed.

V. The General Council is coin posed of the Piesident- 
Foundcr, the Vice-Presidents, Corresponding Secretary, 
HecordingSecretaries,Treasurer, an'd Librarian of theP arcn t  
Society, and as many Councillors iis may, from time to time, 
be found necessary to represent all the different parts of this 
Universal Brotherhood. By unanimous vote of the  Council 
of Founders, the President-Founder and Corresj>onding S e 
cretary, II. P. Blavatsky (also one of the  principal found
ers), hold office for life. The term  of all other officers is 
for one year, or until their  successors are appointed by the 
President-Founder, tinder the advice of a General Coun
cil ; of which body three Members constitute the quorum 
in all cases.

VI. I t  is not lawful for any officei of the Paren t Society 
to express, by word or act, any hostility to, or preference 
for, any one Section, w hether religious or philosophical, more

than  another. All m ust be regarded and trca tedasequally the 
objects of the Society’s solicitude and exertions. All have an 
equal r ight to have the  essential features of the ir  religious 
belief laid before the tribunal of an impartial world. Aud no 
officer of the  Society, in his capacity as an officer, luis the  
right to preach his own sectarian views and beliefs to m em
bers assembled, except when the meeting consists of his 
co-relimonists. After due warninj's, violation of th is  ruleO . O '  t #
shall he punished by suspension or expulsion, a t  the dis
cretion of the President and General Council.

VII. The  President-Founder hits authority to designate 
any Fellow of capacity and good repute to perform, pro  
tempore, the  duties of any office vacated by death or re
signation, or whose incumbent may bo obliged to absent 
himself for a  time. H e  is also empowered and required 
to define the duties of all officers, aud assign specific res
ponsibilities to Members of the General Council not in con
flict with the general plans of the Society.

V III .  These plans are declared to be as follows :—
(ii)—To keep alive in man his spiritual intuitions.
(//)— To oppose and counteract—after due investi

gation and proof of its irrational na ture— bigotry 
in every form, w hether as an intolerant religious 
sectarianism or belief in miracles or anything 
supernatural.

( c)— To promote a  feeling of brotherhood among na
tions ; and assist in the international exchange of 
useful arts  and products, by advice, information, 
and co-operation with all worthy individuals and 
associations ; provided, however, t hat no benefit or 
percentage shall be taken by the Society for its 
corporate services.

( d ) — To seek to obtain knowledge of all the laws of 
Nature, and aid in diffusing it ; and especially to 
encourage the  study of those laws least understood 
by modern people, and so termed tho Occult Scien
ces. Popular superstition and lolk-lore, however 
fantastical, when sifted, may lead to the  discovery 
of long-lost bu t  important secrets of Nature. The 
Society, therefore, aims to pursue this line of in
quiry in the hojie to widen the field of scientific 
ami philosophical observation.

(<•)—To gather for the  Society’s library aud p u t  into 
written forms correct informat ion upon the  various 
ancicntphilosophies,traditions,and legends, and, aH 
the Council shall decide it permissible, dissemi
nate the same in such practicable ways as the 
translation and publication of original works 
of value, and extracts from and commentaries 
ii|>on the same, or the oral instructions of persons 
learned in their respective departments. .

(/')— To promote in 'every practicable way, in coun
tries where needed, the spread of non-sectarian 
education.

(<j.J— Finally, and chiefly, to encourage and assist 
individual Fellows in self-improvement, intellec
tual, moral, and spiritual, liut no Fellow shall 
put to his selfish use any knowledge communicated 
to him by any member of the Fiixt Section ; viola
tion of this rule being punished by expulsion. And 
before any such knowledge can he imparted, the 
person shall bind himself by a solemn oath not to 
use it to selfish purposes, nor to reveal it, except 
with the permission of the teacher.

IX. The local administration of Branches is vested ill 
their  respective officers, bu t no Branch has the right to 
operate outside it-s chartered limits, except when so re 
quested by the Parent Society. Officers of Branches arc 
elected hy a majority of the Fellows thereof, for the term 
ot one year, bu t the  President of the Hranch may be re
elected an indefinite number of times, provided th a t  the 
sanction of the General Council be obtained before the  
expiration of each annual term.

X. The Paren t Society, through the President-Founder, 
has the right to nullify any Charter for cause, and to de- 
crce the expulsion of any Fellow of whatever Branch, for



disgraceful conduct or tlie contumacious violation of tlio 
bye-laws or rules. The name of tho expelled person and 
the circumstances of his offence being reported to all the 
Branches, fellowship with him as to Society matters shall 
cease, upon penalty of expulsion for disobedience. Pro
vided, nevertheless, th a t  no Fellow shall be expelled w ith
ou t nn op|x>rtiinity having been given him for an explana
tion and defence.

XI. Tho Society consists of three sections. The high
est or F irst Section is eoni]>osed exclusively of proficients 
or initiates iu Esoteric Science and Philosophy, who take 
a  deep interest in the Society’s nll'nirs and instruct the 
President-Founder how' best to regulate them, bu t  whom 
none bu t such as they voluntarily communicate with have 
the r ight to know.

Thu Second Section embraces such Theosophists ns have 
proved by their fidelity, zeal, and courage, and their devotion 
to the Society, tha t they linvu become able to regard all 
men as equally their  brothers irrespective of caste, colour, 
race, or creed ; and who are ready, to defend the life or 
honour of a brother Theosophist even a t  the risk of their  
own lives.

The administration of the superior Sections need not be 
dealt with nt present in a code of rules laid before the 
public. No responsibilities connected with these superior 
grades arc incurred by persons who merely desire ordinary 
membership of the  third class.

The Third is the  Section of Probationers. All new 
Fellows nre on probation, until their  pur|>oso to remain in 
the  Society has become fixed, the ir  usefulness shown, and 
their  ability to conquer evil habits and unwarrantable p re 
judices demonstrated.

Advancement from Section to Section depends upon 
merit only. Until a Fellow reaches t he first degree of the 
Second Section, liis Fellowship gives him bu t  the  following 
rights— (I) to a ttend the Society’s meetings, (2) access on
ly to printed matter, such us liooks and pamphlets  of the 
Society's Library, (!?) protection and support by th e  P re 
sident nnd Council in case of need and according to per
sonal merit, (4) instruction and enlightenm ent upon what 
lie reads and studies by Fellows of the Second Section ; 
and this whether he remains a t  home or goes abroad, and 
wherever he finds a  Branch of tho Theosophical Society : 
every Fellow being obliged to help the others as much as 
the circumstances in which lie is placed will allow.

XII. A  uniform initiation fee of one pound sterling, 
or its equivalent in the local currency, shall be exacted 
from every Fellow at the time of his application, and 
heltl by the Treasurer subject to the order of the 
President-Founder nnd General Council, who shall expend 
the  same for the objects of the Society, such as the  pur
chase of 1 sinks for the Library, expenses for stationery 
and |wstage, rent, labour, instruments needed for various 
experiments, missions and other various works of a bene
ficent character, as founding of asylums, schools, &c.

On the  K>th nnd 30th days of every month Presidents 
of Branches shall forward to the President-Founder a  de
tailed report of all initiations, with the names and jwtstal 
addresses of newr Fellows, and any necessary explanatory 
remarks concerning them. All initiation fees in the hands 
of the treasurer a t  the end of each quarter  of a fiscal year 
shall be rem itted  by drafts on London to the President- 
Founder, to the place where the Society’s head-quarters 
may then be established. I t  is the business of both the 
Treasurer and the Recording Secretary of the Parent So
ciety to keep a memorandum of all such accounts, every 
expenditure requiring previously the sanction of the 

’ General Council.
X III .  There are three kinds of Fellows in tho Third 

Section, viz., Active, Correspond ill" and Jlonourary. Of 
these the Active only are grouped in degrees according to 
merit ; the  grade of Corresponding Fellow embraces 
persons of learning nnd distinction who are willing to 
furnish information of interest to the Society ; and the 
diploma of Honourary Fellow is exclusively reserved for

Iiersons eminent for their contributions to theosophical 
mowledgc or for their services to humanity.

XIV. Admission for Active Fellows into the  Theoso
phical Society and its Branches is obtained as follows :

Persons of e ither sex or any race, colour, country, or 
creed are eligible.

An application is made iu writing by the one who wish
es to enter, declaring his sympathy with the  Society’s ob
jects, and promising to obey its rules, which are set forth 
in this publication, aud which it is forbidden to make in 
any case of such a  character as to conflict w ith  personal 
rights— whether civil, religious, pecuniary, or social. <

The Society repudiates all interference on its behalf 
with the Governmental relations of any nation or commu
nity, confining its attention exclusively to the  m atte rs  set 
forth in tlie present document, and hoping thus to enjoy 
the  confidence and aid of all good men.

Two Fellowrs m ust endorse the new candidate's appli
cation and transm it it, together with the prescribed initia
tion fee, to the proper authorities— viz., either to the Pre
sident of the Society, if present, or to the Recording or 
Corresponding Secretary of the Branch the applicant 
wishes to join.

Upon his being accepted by the President of the Society 
or Branch as the case may be, a t  the expiration of three 
weeks (unless the  President shall, in his discretion, have 
antedated  the application) the candidate shall be invest
ed with the  secret signs, words, or tokens by which Theoso
phists of the  third  (probationary) Section make them 
selves known to each other, a  solemn obligation upon hon
our having first been taken from him  in writing and sub
sequently repeated by  him orally before ‘witnesses th a t  he 
will neither reveal them  to any improper person, nor di
vulge any other m atte r  or th ing relating to the  Society, 
especially its experiments in Occult Sciences, which i t  is 
forbidden to disclose. Admission to fellowship in the P a 
ren t Society carries with it the r i^h t of intercourse, with 
mutual protection and fellowship, in c ither of the  Branch
es ; bu t  Fellows availing themselves of this privilege shall 
subject themselves to the rules and bye-laws of the Branch 
selected, during the term of their  connection with it.

Any one who for reasons th a t  may appear satisfactory 
to the President admitting him to fellowship, may prefer 
to keep his connection with the Society a secret, shall be 
permitted to do so, and no one except the President in 
question has the  r ight to know the names ol all the  Fe l
lows under his jurisdiction. The President shall, iu such 
exceptional cases, himself report the names and rem it the 
initiation fees to the President-Founder.

No bye-law shall be adopted by any Branch th a t  con
flicts with this rule.

XV. Any F’ellow convicted of an offence against the 
Penal Code of the country he inhabits, shall be expelled 
from the Society— after due investigation into the  facts 
has been made on behalf of the Society.

XVI. All bye-laws and rules hitherto  adopted which 
may bo iu conflict with the above arc hereby rescinded.

J'rrtKnf nmi rnti/icd hr/ the Society, nt Bombay, February 
the 26th ami 28th', 1880.

A ttkst—  K 1 IA R S E D JI  N. SEERV A I,
Joint Rfcovding Secretary.

Tiir Annnwis nv Mn. W. M ahtik Woon, hkkork thb 1>om- 
bay I Ira m h of the E ast Jiitlin Awoclation, which wc find in the 
Association'* .loitrn.-il, Vol. X I., No. 1, in brimful of practical good 
sense. I t  should be read from one olid of Ind ia  to  the other, 
along w ith Mr. A. O. H um e’s splendid pnuijililet ou A gricultural 
Kefonn. W ithout traiiMferring the whole speech to ourcolum ns we 
could no t do wlmt we consider just ico to it. Hut it mny lie said th a t 
tlio argum ent is th a t w hat are most wanted herd are “ self-reliance, 
e o -n jic ra tio H , and v tr s c v c r a n r c .” With those assured, there is no 
lim it to tlio possibilities of Indinu regeneration ; w ithout them ,na
tional decay and extinction are inevitable. Mr. Wood properly em
phasizes the fact th a t “ a great portion of Indian revenue is spent out 
of the country.” The fact is Hint our national life-blood is being 
transfused into tlic veinsof a plethoric nation. India becomes atro
phic, England apoplectic. Tho careful selection of seed-graius ; prizes 
for good crops ; the cultivation of useful fibre-plauts; th e  repair 
of broken tanks for private irrigations ; the adoption of crops which 
combine maximum value w ith minim um b u lk ; the improvement of 
m anual industries : all these are among the topics intelligently dis
cussed iu  tlii.1 valuable address.



T I I E  S T A T E  O F C H R I S T I A N I T Y

The entire space in a monthly magazine as large as this 
might be tilled witli extracts from the journals of Europe 
and America showing the misbehaviour of Christian clergy
men and influential lay representatives of the Christian 
religion. Our purpose in alluding to the fact is neither to 
gratify th e  prejudices of “ H eathen,” nor strengthen the 
scepticism of “ Infidels”— ourselves included in either 
class. In what little has been said, and the more th a t  is 
to appear in these columns, we are merely performing a 
plain und imperative du ty  to the great Eastern public into 
which we have become incorporated. Experience now 
supplements the information previously derived from read
ing, and we see the missionary emissaries of Christendom 
withholding the  truth, and by specious stories labouring 
to entice our people to desert the ir  noble Aryan faiths and 
become converts. I f  this would make them better, wiser 
and happier ; if the new religion were more conducive to 
public or private good ; if the  chapters of W estern his
tory showed that the lofty ethical code arbitrarily ascri
bed to Jesus had elevated the nations professing it ; if in 
Great Britain, Russia, France, Spain, Germany, Italy, the 
United States of America, or any other “ ( 'hris tian” coun
try, there were fewer crimes, and those of a more venial 
character, than in lands where—

“ The Heathen, in h is blindness,
Bows down to wood and stone

— then we might a t  least hold our peace. B u t it is exact
ly the reverse in nearly every one of "these particulars. 
From one end of Christendom to the other there prevails 
neither real peace, brotherhood, contentment, firm reli
gious faith, nor a preponderating tone of morality in offi
cial or private life. The press bristles with the proofs 
tha t Christianity has no right to be considered as an ac
tive purificatory force. More may be added. The grad
ual liberation of thought by the progress of scientific 
research has undermined the very foundations of the 
Christian religion, and the edifice, erected during eighteen 
centuries with so much difficulty and at such appalling 
sacrifices of human life and national morality, is tottering 
like a tree tha t  sways to its fall. The picture of social 
morals th a t  one finds in the journals of every Christian 
country would so shock the H indu mind, that it would be 
no wonder if a general rising should drive out of the country 
between two days, every missionary, bishop, priest, dea
con, or lay teacher calling himself a < 'hristian. For, bad 
as India may have become in these degenerate days, and 
forgotten as ujay be the pure religion of the Veda, there 
is not a community throughout tho Peninsula which would 
not be able to show among Natives a better average of 
morality, of sincere religious fervour, and of security for 
life than either of the communities from which these 
proselyters come. Last month, an editorial of tha t power
ful American newspaper, the S e w  York Sun, transferred 
to these pages, showed us th a t  despite the large worldly 
advantages offered, there was a marked and significant 
decrease in the proportion of young collegians who were 
preparing for the priestly calling. This month we reprint 
the following brief bu t pointed remarks of Fuck, a satiri
cal weekly journal of N ew York, wlicli were called forth 
by the most recent clerical scandal :—

O U R  S P I R I T U A L  G U A R D I A N S .

W li.it iu the m atter with all the m inisters of the Gospel I The 
example set by Plymouth C luuch’a great preacher lias not merely 
been followed by smaller fry, bu t often improved 011 anil varied, 
according to the taste and fancy of the holy individual.

I t  is not a  pleasant picture for the conscientious Christian who 
believes in going to chui'ch regularly and listening to the word of 
God as expounded by tbe clerical gentlemen who may hapjicii to  
have the floor of tbe pulpit.

We scarcely know where to  begin—the list of these eccentric 
pastors is such an appalling ono.

Thu special weaknesses of the Rev. IT. W. Ii. are pretty  well 
understood ; he luis, however, found huiublo im itators in the Rev. 
Jlr. H ifenm uui, of the Ilobokeu Lutheran Evangelical Church, 
who kisses his cook for “ p u re "  (''hristian motives, and for her 
spiritual welfare, and the itev. Mr. Tnunbrower, pastor of the 
J’urter Methodist Episcopal Church, also iu Hoboken, who is

getting himself talked about for his oscillatory practices w ith one 
Mrs. Boh, a member of his flock, and a  married woman, by the 
way.

B ut while Iloboken, w ith its H aferm ann and Tnnubrower, m ay 
eventually prove a w orthy and formidable rival to Brooklyn and 
its notorious pastor*', it is n o t going to carry oft' all the honors iu 
clerical misdoings. C onnecticut, represented by the ltev. Mr. H ay
den, will not perm it it. I t  goes in for something a trifle stronger 
than mere kissing. I t  goes for h igher game—betrayal and m urder ; 
true, not proven according to th e  opinion of an intelligent jury , 
bu t unpleasantly probable.

New York has of late been a  little  behindhand in crooked clergy
men, although, as becomes a patriotic, citizen, the Uevereud Mr. 
Cowley will not allow it to be left altogether out in the cold.

Tbe story of the sain tly  M r. Cowley's executive ability in his 
management of the Shepherd’s Fold, and dieting its little  inmates, 
is already fam iliar to  everybody, and we fondly hope th a t Mr. 
Cowley will soon become fam iliar w ith  the interior of a  cell iu some 
rc.s]iectable jail.

There are many more of these saintly sinners, who have distin
guished them selves iu a g rea ter or lesser degree ; b u t we forbear 
mentioning their names. T he subject is not an inviting one, bu t 
yet it  m ust no t be shirked ; 011 the contrary, it m ust be vigor
ously handled, for the protection of our wives, our daughters, our 
children, and for everything th a t is dear to us in our domestic 
life.

These m en—these  p a s to rs - to  whom practically the care of our 
families is confided, are  constantly disgracing themselves.

I t  is not a question of the misfortune of any one denomination, 
disgraced by these unw orthy guardians. Protestant, Catholic, 
A theist and Jew  are alike interested in the exposure and punish
m ent of the public teacher who betrays his tru s t and misuses his 
privileges,

T l I K  A I J O V K  E D I T O R I A L  I S  A C C O M  P A N 'I K I )  l i t  O N E  O F  

the cleverest cartoons we have ever seen. In  sarcasm 
and disdain it  matches the  most famous caricatures of 
(lilray or Hogarth. Catholic and Protestant clergymen 
are depicted in their proven characters of voluptuaries, 
peculators and sensationalists ; each picture being inscrib
ed with proper names, extracted from the records of the 
law-courts. No wonder th a t  decent young graduates should 
prefer any other profession than  one which is so rapidly 
falling into disrepute. W ho can be surprised a t  the grow
ing scepticism throughout Christendom i We aro a p 
proaching the crisis of the  Western religion, and none 
bu t a bold and enthusiastic apologist dares deny th a t  its 
doom is sealed. W ithou t the  revival of Aryan philoso
phy, for which we are labouring, the West will tend  to 
wards the grossest materialism ; but with the opening of 
th a t  long-sealed lountaiu of spiritual refreshment, we may 
hope tha t  there will arise upon the ruins of the bad new 
faith, the superstructure of the good old one, for the sal
vation of a world given over to vice and folly.

A tew weeks ago, an audience of nearly 4,000 persons 
of the better class gathered at Chicago, to listen to a  de
fence of the memory of Thomas Paine by tha t  splendid 
American orator, Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. Paine was 
one of the purest, wisest and bravest apostles of F ree  
Thought tha t  the Anglo-Saxon race has produced. H e  wrote 
The Age o f  Reason— a book which, if the missionaries were 
governed by the spirit of fair-play, would be 011 the shelf 
of every mission library in India, so tha t the ir  - H e a 
then” pupils m ight read both sides of the Christian ques
tion. For this crime, the noble author was persecuted in 
the most malicious ways by Christians. Mis name wa.s 
made the synonym of all th a t  is vile and malevolent. H is  
enemies, not satisfied with lying about him while alive, 
desecrated his grave, and we have ourselves seen his monu
m ent a t  New Rochelle, New York, bespattered with dung 
and battered with sticks and stones. But time heals all 
injustice, and now, seventy years after Thomas Paine’s 
death, his memory is vindicated. He died almost solitary 
and alone, deserted by friends, and his services to  Ameri- 
cau liberty all forgotten. But now, thousands and h u n 
dreds of thousands of the most intelligent and influential 
ladies and gentlemen of America have cheered to the 
echo Colonel I ngcrsoH’s glowing periods.

In  tin; address above alluded to, lor a I'l'rlxitiui report of 
which we are indebted to the licltijio-Fhtlonojthicul Jour- 
vd l, the Spiritualist organ to which an allusion was madcj 
by us last month, occur the following passages :__

111 liis ( l’ttine's)timr the church believed aud taught that every wori\



in the Bible was absolutely true. Sincc liis day it has been proven 
false in its cosmogony, false in its astronomy, false in its chronology 
and geology, false iu its history, anil so far as the OKI Testam ent is 
concerned, false in almost everything. | Laughter.] There are but 
few, if any, scientific men, who apprehend that the Bible is literally 
t i ue. W ho on earth a t this (lay would pretend to settle any scien
tific question by a text from Hie Bible I The old belief is confined 
to tho ignorant aud zealous. Tlio church itself will before long be 
driven to occupy the position of Thomas Paine. The best minds of 
tho orthodox world, to-day, are endeavouring to prove tho existence 
of a personal deity. All o ther questions occupy a m inor place. You 
are 110 longer asked to  swallow the Bible whole, whale, Jonah  and 
all, you are simply required to believe in (Jod and pay your pew- 
re n t

Paine thought the barbarities of the Old T estam ent inconsistent 
w ith w hat lie deemed the real character of (Jod. H e believed the 
murder, massacre, and indiscriminate slaughter had never been com
manded by the 1 >eity. l i e  regarded much of the Bible as childish, 
unim portant, and foolish. The scientific world entertained the same 
opinion, l ’aine attacked tho Bible precisely in the same spirit iu 
which he had attacked the pretensions of the kings. H e used the 
same weapons. All the pomp in tho world could no t make him 
rower. H is reason knew 110 -1 Holy of Holies 'excep t the abode of 
tru th . The sciences were then in their infancy. The attention of 
the really learned had not been directed to  an im partial examination 
of our pretended revelation. I t  was accepted by most as a m atter 
of course. The churth  was all-powerful, and 110 one else, unless 
thoroughly imbued w ith the sp irit of self-sacrifice, thought for a 
moment of disputing the fundam ental doctrines of Christianity. 
The infamous doctrine th a t salvation dej>ends upon liclief, upon 
n mcro intellectual conviction, was then believed and preached. 
To doubt was to secure the damnat ion of your soul. This absuixl 
and devilish doctrine shocked the common sense of Thomas 
Paine, and he denounced it with the fervor of honest indignation. 
This doctrine, although infinitely ridiculous, has been nearly un i
versal, and has been as hurtfu l a.s senseless. For the overthrow 
of this infamous tenet Paine exerted all his strength, l i e  left few 
argum ents to  be used by those who should come after him, and 
he used none th a t have been refuted. The combined wisdom 
and 'genius of all mankind cannot possibly conceive of an argu
m ent against liberty of thought. N either can they show why any 
one should be punished, either in th is world or another, for acting 
honestly in accordance with reason ; and yet a doctrine w ith every 
lossible argum ent against it has been, and still is, believed and de
ended by the entire orthodox world. Can it be possible th a t w e 

have been endowed with reason simply th a t our souls may be caught 
in its toils aud snares, th a t we may be led by its false and delusive 
glare out of the narrow path th a t leads to joy into the broad way 
of everlasting death! Is it possible th a t we have been given reason 
simply th a t we may through faith ignore its deductions and avoid 
its conclusions! Ought the sailor to throw awav his compass and 
depend entirely upon the fog! I f  reason is not to  be depended upon 
in m atters of religion, th a t is to say, in respect of our duties to the 
Deity, why should it be relied upon’ in m atters respecting the rights 
of our fellows I Down, for ever down, with any religion tliat. requires 
upon its ignorant altar its sacrifice of the goddess Keason ; that com
pels her to abdicate for ever the shining throne of the soul, strips 
from her form the imperial purple, snatches from her hand the scep
tre  of thought, and makes her the boml-woinan of a senseless faith.

If ft mau0should tell you lie had the most beautiful painting in the 
world, and after taking \ou  where it was should insist upon having 
your eves shut, you would likely suspect either th a t he had no paiu- 
t in" or th a t it w’&s some pitiable daub. .Should lie te ll you that lie 
was a  most excellent performer on the violin, and yet refused to 
play unless your cars were stopped, you would think, to say the least 
of it, th a t he had an odd way of convincing you of his musical abili
ty. B ut would his conduct be any more wonderful than  tha t of a 
religionist who asks th a t before examining his creed you will have 
the Kindness to throw  away your reason! The first gentleman says: 
“  Keep your eyes shu t : niy'picturu will bear everything bu t being 
mien.” | Laughter.] “ K.eep your ears stopped ; my music objects to 
nothing but being heard.” f Laughter. | The last says : “Away with 
your reason ; my religion dreads nothing bu t being understood.” 
(Laughter.]

So  far as I  am concerned, 1 most cheerfully adm it tha t most 
C hristians are honest, and most ministers sincere. We do not 
attack  them  : we attack the ir creed. We accord to them the same 
rights th a t we ask for ourselves. AVe believe th a t their doctrine* 
are hurtful, and I  am going to do what 1 can against them. AVe 
l*-lieve th a t the frightful text, “ l i e  th a t believeth shall be saved, 
a n d  he th a t believeth not shall be damned,'’ has covered the earth 
w ith blood. You might as well say all th a t h a \e  red hair shall be 
damned. I t  h;is filled the heart wilh arrogance, cruelty, aud murder. 
I t  hart caused the religious w ars ; bound hundreds of thousands to the 
Htako ; fouiided inquisitions ; filled dungeons ; invented instrum ents 
<if torture ; taught the m other to hate her child ; imprisoned the 
mind ; filled the world with ignorance ; persecuted the lovers of 
wisdom: built the monasteries and convents; made happiness a prime, 
iiivcsli''atioii a sin, aud self-reliance a blasphemy. I t  has poisoned 
1 1 „, npnngK of learning : misdirected the energies of the world ; filled 
all countries with w an t; housed the people in hovels : fed them 
with famine, and. bu t for the efforts of a few brave infidels, it  would 
Iiave taken tho world back to the midnight of barbarism, aud left 
the heavens without a star,

A t th a t tim e nothing so delighted the church as the beauties of 
endless torm ent, and listening to  the weak wailing of damned in
fants struggling in the slimy coils and poison folds of the worm that 
never dies. No wonder the church hated ami traduced the author 
of tho “ Age of Reason. ” England was filled with Puritan gloom 
and Episcopal ceremony. Tho ideas of crazy fanatics and extrava
gan t poets were taken as sober facts, Milton had clothed Chris
tianity  in the soiled aud faded finery of the gods—had added to 
tlio story of C hrist tho fables of mythology. IIo gave to the Protes
tan t church the most outrageously material ideas of the Deity. He 
turned all the angels into soldiers—made heaven a battle-field, put 
C hrist in uniform, and described (Jod as a militia-general.

Progress is born of doubt aud inquiry. The church never doubts 
—never inquires. To doubt is heresy—to inquire is to  adm it th a t 
you cannot know—the church does neither.

More than  a century ago Catholicism, wrapped in robes red with 
tho innocent blood of millions, holding iu her frantic clutch crowns 
and sceptres, honors aud gold, the keys of heaven and hell, tram p
ling beneath her feet the liberties of nations, in the proud moment 
of almost universal dominion, felt within her heartless breast the 
deadly dagger of Voltaire. From th a t blow the church can nevfer 
recover. Livid with hatred she launched her eternal anathem a a t 
the great destroyer, and ignorant Protestants have echoed the curse 
of Itome.

Paine knew th a t across the open Bible lay the sword of war, and 
so where others worshipped he looked w ith scorn aud wept. And so 
i t  has been through all the ages gone.

The doubter, the investigator, the infidel, have been the saviours 
of liberty. The tru th  is beginning to be realized, and the truly 
intellectual arc honoring the brave thinkers of the past.

But the church is as unforgiving .is ever, and still wonders why 
an infidel should be wicked enough to endeavour to destroy her power. 
I  will tell the church why I  hate it. You have imprisoned the hu
man mind ; you have been the enemy of liberty ; you have burned 
11s a t tho stake, roasted us before slow fires, torn  our flesh with 
irons ; you have covered us with chains ; treated us as outcasts ; 
you have filled the world with fear ; you have taken our w ives and 
children from our a rm s : you have confiscated our property ; you
have denied us the rights to testify in courts of justice ; you have 
branded us with infamy ; you have torn out our tongues ; you have 
refused us burial. In  the name of your religion, you have robbed 
us of every righ t ; and after having indicted upon us every evil tha t 
can be inflicted in th is  world, you have fallen upon your knees, and 
w ith  clasped bauds implored your God to finish the holy work in 
hell.

Can you wonder th a t we hate your doctrines ; th a t we despise 
your creeds ; th a t we feel proud to  know th a t we are beyond your 
power ; th a t we are free iu spite of you ; th a t wo can express our 
honest thought, aud th a t the whole world is grandly rising into the 
blessed light ! Can you wonder th a t we point with pride to the 
fact th a t infidelity has ever been found battling  for the rights of 
man, for the liberty of conscionce, and for the happiness of all ! Can 
you wonder th a t wo are proud to know that, we have always been 
disciples of reason and soldiers of freedom ; tha t we have denounced 
tyranny and supeistition, and liavo kept our hands unstained with 
human blood !

I t  docs seein as though the most zealous Christians m ust a t times 
entertain some doubt as to the divine origin of his religion. For 
eighteen hundred years the doctrine has been preached. For more 
than a thousand years the church had, to a great extent, the control 
of the civilized world, and w hat has been the result J A re the Chris
tian nations patterns of charity ami forljearance I O utlie  contrary, 
their principal business is to destroy each other. More than  five 
millions of Christians are trained and educated and drilled to m ur
der their fellow Christians. E very nation is groaning under a vast 
debt incurred in carrying 011 war against other Christians, or defend
ing itself from Christian assault. The world is covered with forts to 
protect Christians from Christians, and every sea is covered with iron 
m onsters ready to blow Christian brains into eternal froth. Millions 
upon millions are annually expended in the effort to  construct still 
more deadly and terrible engines of death. Industry  is crippled, 
honest toil is robbed, and even beggary is taxed to defray the expen
ses of Christian murder. There must be some other way to  reform 
this world. AVe have tried ereod and dogma and fable, and they 
have failed—and they have failed in all the nations dead.

If to hu e your fellow-men more than self is goodness, Thomas 
Faine was good. I f  to  be in advance of yom time, to  be a  pioneer 
in the direction of right, is greatness, Thomas Paine was great. If 
to avow your principles and discharge your duty  iu  the presence of 
death is heroic, Thomas Paine was a hero.

A t the age of seventy-three death touched his tired h e a r t  Ha 
died in the land his genius defended, under tho flag he gave to 
the skies. Slander cannot touch him now ; haired cannot reach 
him more. H e sleeps iu the sanctuary of the tomb, beneath thu 
quiet of the stars.

A few more years, a few more brave men, a few more rays of light j 
and mankind w ill venerate tho memory of him who said ;

“ Any system of religion th a t shocks the miud of a child cauuot 
bo a true system.

“Tho world is my country, and to do good, my religion.’’



K A  L IY A  M A R D  ANA, OR T H E  C R U SH IN G  O F  
K A L IT A — T H E  G R EA T  S E R P E N T  B Y  

K R ISH N A .

, HY JUO BAHADUR DAD011A PANDURANO,
Benator o f  the liambuy University, “ Author o f tho Marathi Ortna- 

vfiar,*’ o f  “ A  Hindu's thoughts oil Swedenbory," »Co.

Tlie sixteenth chapter of tlie Firs t  Division of the tenth  
Skandha of the Khrimad BhAgavatu contains a very ro
mantic ilescription of the  m anner in which Krishna over
came the fury of the  great Hydra, named Kdliyd, who had 
one hundred and one heads and lived in a deep part  of the 
river Yamuna (tho modern Jumna). By the jioison which 
lie always vomited from his mouths, eyes, and breath, lie 
contaminated the whole of th a t  part  of the river, so much 
bo tha t  110 living thing, whether animal or vegetable, could 
livein th a t  region for milestogether. One day, in aliot season, 
while Krishna was roaming on the  banks of the  Yamuna, 
with his comrades— the shepherd boys,— and his herds of 
cattle, the latter being very thristy  drank water from that, 
part  of tho river, and immediately died. When Krishna 
saw them all in th a t  state, he, with his stave from which 
ilowed the  water of immortality, brought them all back to 
life. Being thus amazed a t  tbe ir  individual revival, they  
attributed it  to tho special favor of Krishna. On their  
return home, the shepherd boys circulated the news of 
this miracle of Krishna amongst all the inhabitants of 
Vranddvana, and they all wondered a t  it, bu t they knew 
him not.

Now Krishna being omniscient could trace this poison
ous sta te  of tin; waters of the Y am una to its very source, and 
with a  wish to restore the river to the original purity of 
its water, aud thereby benefit all tho creatures which drank 
a t  it, ho mado up his mind to expul the  monster from his 
watery stronghold. Hoon after, one day in the absence of 
his elder brother Balurama, the  boy Krishna, while herd
ing his cattle with his comrades, suddenly climbed up a 
tall Kadnniba treo on the bank of the Yiuiuind, and plung
ed himself into its deep waters, iu the presence of all 
liis comrades. Soon after his entrance into the water, 
Krishna beheld an enormous, hideous-looking black serpent 
coming out staring a t  him. The monster exhibited a 
look full of great wonder a t  tho boldness and audacity of 
a boy of so tender au age in thus encroaching suddenly 
upon tho environs and abode of so powerful a being as h im 
self, in tha t  deep and secluded par t  of the  river, to which 
no living creature could have any access. But, when he 
further saw th^  boy laughing and playing with all ease 
and boyish gambols, in his own mansion, his wonder 
changed soon into a fearful ire, a t  this dauntless audacity of 
the boy in thus disturbing the  waters of Yamunii and the 
peace of his own mind. He, therefore, seized the boy and 
entwined bis body all around with his own. W hen the  shep
herd boys could no longer bear the  long absence of Krishna 
in the waters, they suspected th a t  something very 
serious had happened to him, and, therefore, they imme
diately ran home crying, to communicate this intelligence 
to his parents. These, followed by all the men and wo
men ol Vraja, hastened to the spot a t  which Krishna was 
suspected to havo been drowned. His brother Balardina 
did not join the crowd, for he was perfectly aware of the 
divinity of Krishna and of his omnipotence. From an 
elevation they all discerned there  the  most perilous s itua
tion of their  darling Krishna, coiled as they found him by 
a large black serpent, ready to kill him. W hen they be
held this, they began to  weep ami cry, as they did not 
know how they could extricate him from the grasp of tha t  
monster. Being fully conscious of the ir  sincere love and 
devotion for him, Krishna made his own small body 
swell out and enlarge from within the ceilings of the  ser
pent, to such an extent th a t  the  monster could no longer 
hold him b u t  a t  the  hazard of his own life, and was, there 
fore, too glad to disentangle himself, and to let Krishna 
alone. Now full of rage, the  monster stood a t  a distance 
from Krishna, and looked a t  him with his eyes and breath 
vomiting, and his split tongues rolling in virulent poison, 
and ready to bite him. Krishna, like Uaruda, (the great

eagle of Vishnu) a t  once darted upon him, seized him  by 
the tail, whirled him round aud round till lie had lost all 
his vigour aud strength, and then, all of a sudden, jum ped 
upon his wide hood and began to dance upon it with all 
the gracefulness of an accomplished waltzei. I t  has been 
already noticed tha t  Kiiliya had one hundred and ono 
heads forming this wide hood ou which Krishna kep t  up  
dancing. During this merriment of Krishna, aud the dis
tortion of the monster under its operation, while the for
mer was allowing the la tter to raise up anil lower down
his heads one after another under the graceful movements . . . . . , 
of his heels ajul toes, keeping time harmoniously with
the celestial music, which the gods were glad to bring in
aid, the heavenly orchestra kept up the hilarity by tho
symphonic modulations of the  voices and songs of tho
celestial nymphs singing the praises of Krishna for his
victory over K&liya, while the angels with their wives
poured down (lowers on his head.

The great serpent was thus completely overpowered ; 
and ejecting blood and venom from all his mouths, and 
being no longer able to bear the tortures and the most ex
cruciating pains to which lie w;is subjected, he now sought 
the  mercy and protection of Krishna, knowing him to be 
tho Cii eat Lord of all creatures, and the First Cause, 
who rewards the virtuous and punishes the evil-doers. In  
the meantime K&liyas wives, who had witnessed tho 
punishment tha t  was thus inflicted on their husband, came 
forward, worshipped Krishna, and expressed acquiescence 
in the justice of all th a t  he had done as the  Lord of the  
creation and the Punisher of the  s in n e rs ; bu t a t  the samo 
time with all humility they  craved his pardon for the sin 
of their dear husband. Then follows the praise and pray
er ottered by them to Krishna, replete with sublime and 
philosophic thoughts in respect to the Croat Divine Being 
and tho justice of His dispensation in this world ; suggest
ing, a t  the samo time, th a t  the punishment which he in 
flicts on the sinners ends only in their reclamation and 
final bliss. Pleased with this prayer, Krishna released 
KaliylS, and ordered him to remove his abode from the  
river Yamuna, aiul choose instead some part  of the wido 
ocean ; where (iaruda, from whose terror lie had taken liis 
refuge thither, would no longer torment him. K&liya 
obeyed his order ; and the  river Yamuna w:is restored to 
the  everlasting purity and freshness of its waters.

Interpretation o f  the above myth.

Tho above Aryan myth, so well known throughout the 
length and breadth of Ind ia  to all Hindus, a.s to form the 
them e of daily songs in the ir  mouths, is one of the many 
which have appeared in some shape or other iu the old 
annals of all nations from tim e immemorial, preserving its 
prom inent characteristic in basso relino, of the story of a 
great serpent having been killed by the manifestation of a 
divine or superhuman power. Among the mauy exploits 
of Krishna, mentioned in the  Shrimiul Bhllgavata, such as 
the  destruction of devils and monsters, and the preservation 
of peace and happiness amongst all the peojjlo who were 
devoted to him,— the crushingof the serpent, kaliya who had 
one hundred and one. heads, and from the fear of (jaruda 
(the great eagle on which Vishnu rides) had taken refugo 
in the watery recess of the Yamuna, bears a striking 
resemblance to one of the twelve labours ascribed to 
Hercules in the  Grecian mythology, viz., the victory over th e  
monster Hydra with his seven, twelve, and according to 
Diodorus, one thousand heads, in the lake of Lerna. From  
the  fiict of au instantaneous death being produced by the 
bite of a  ser|>ent, and the  consequent great dread iu which 
th a t  animal has been universally held by mankind, as well 
as fiom its natural subtle ty in doing evils of all kinds, it  
appears to me to be no wonder tha t  it  should bo held as 
type anil representative on our earth of the Prince of the 
devils, and that, there should exist, a  natural enmity and 
hatred between it  and man ; conformable to the figurative 
language of tho curse pronounced by Cod against tha t 
animal as mentioned in the  old Testament— “ And I will 
p u t  enmity between thee and the  woman, and between 
thy  seed and her sccil ; i t  shall bruise thy  head, and thou



shalt  bruise his heel.” (len. iii. 15. There nre many other 
passages in th e  Bible ]>ointing to  the bruising of tho 
se rpen t’s head by tho heel of man. And I now leave it 
to  tho taste of my readers to judge how beautiful and 
graphic does this illustration of this fact appear in the 
jtbove Aryau myth of Kaliya, Mardmia.

Allow me now to go into the philosophical and psycho
logical sense involved iu this myth, as I can hardly nfiord 
to  forego regarding it  in th a t  light, and seeing how nicely 
the  several |Kjints of coincidence meet to illustrate the  
almost universally accepted fact of the  u ltim ate  conquest 
of good over evil, of light over darkness. In the above 
jmrable, Yamuna may be said fairly to represent the ever- 
flowing stream of the  principle ol love and j o y ,  emanating 
from the g rea t  fountain-head of nil goodness— God. I t  is 
also the gush of the light, of the (.‘hiilakiisa, the principle 
of life and activity, (call it  for the sake of illustration here 
the Astral light of our days, if you please) shrouded by 
darkness in all its shades and degrees of the elemental 
Akusa, as is well typified by the dark appearance of the 
water of that, river as described by the  11 indu poets of 
India, inuermostly pervading the whole universe, and 
forming in man his spirit  (this word is used here in the 
sense in which the  theosopliists distinguish i t  from the 
soul). Now this  How of light and happiness represented 
by the  Yamun& is found disturbed by a monster with 
many heads taking refuge in its deep anil solitary abyss, 
causing sorrow and misery to all the outside world around. 
Who would not now suspect the monster to bo the 
grea t evil-doer, the  prom pter of Kve and Adam— Satan, 
Ahriman, or by whatever other name you may bo 
pleased to designate h im — lying concealed in the hum an 
heart  ? Krishna's plunging himself into the  river 
from a high kathnnbu tree on its h.mk to find out and 
punigli Kaliya, hid in its depth, may well be compared lo 
the  tracing of the evil and misery of this world to their 
very source by a mind elevated by divine knowledge. 
F urther ,  K rishna’s dancing gracefully, and iu the spirit  of 
t r ium ph and exultation upon the wide hood of KViliyu 
from which were peeping out his one hundred and one 
heads and mouths, each vomiting blood and poison, as L 
conceive it to be the ne p lu s  ultra, as if it were, of the  whole 
comedy and tragedy involved iu this beautiful myth. 
Kaliya's one hundred and ono heads and mouths each 
containing a  bifurcated tongue and vomiting blood aud 
poison, are emblematic of the thousand ways iu which the 
guile and subtle ty  of Satan, or the principle of livil, work 
misery and woe in  th e  kingdom of God ; and Krishna’s 
pressing them  down and disabling them one after another 
so as never to rise up again under the pressure of his 
heel and toes in his graceful waltz, is ju s t  the very exulta
tion which a  godlike saint or a  yogi would naturally 
feel a t  the gradual subjugation by him of all his bodily 
passions, thoughts, and emotions ; and, a t  last, of the very 
source which gives rise to all these, viz., the hum an mind, 
or mundane will, according to our Western metaphysicians, 
the  most subtle bu t powerful force which works in the 
hum an  heart. To complete the  sense of the whole m e ta 
phor, aud endow it with an air of unqualified truth, Krishna 
is not, liko Hercules, represented herein as effecting the 
destruction of his foe in toto, as it was absolutely in his 
power to do if he chose ; b u t  he only perm its  Kaliya when 
completely overpowered, and when he besought his mercy 
ami protection, to change his quarters  somewhere else, iu 
th e  wide ocean, never to annoy aud d is turb  the peace and 
happiness of his own people and the  creatures of his 
favorite Vrand&van ; shewing thereby, tha t  God only pro
tects them from evil who devote themselves to Him, and 
not the wide world abroad, which is astray and alienated 
from Him.*

Bombay, Otli March 1880.

A N O T H E R  .K T 1 1  R O B  A T .

11V J O S H I  O O T A M R A M  D O O L A B H I t A M ,

(turn of the School of Attrology and Aftronom>/ in Jiaroda. 
The s ta tem ent in the November num ber of the Thkoso- 

I’H Is t th a t  the levitation of the human body has been seen 
by many reputable witnesses in India, is strictly correct. 
1 myself am able to testify to the fact. In the year of 
Samvat 1!)I2 (IN.IG) I was making an investigation into 
ancient chemistry and sought out a competent instructor 
who could give me some of the information which I  de
sired. After much search I found at the city of Broach, 
in a  temple of Mahadev situate on the banks of the  river 
Narbada, an ascetic (tutu/axi) who was practising “ yog, ’ 
and enlisted myself as his disciple. H e  was a man of 
apparently  years of age, above the  average size of 
man, aud with a beautiful countenance animated with a 
g reat intelligence of expression, aud cheeks suffused with 
a very peculiar roseate hue which I have never seen on any 
mortal's  face before or since. His head was shaved, and 
he wore a saffron robe of a mni/mi. Hu was a native of 
Punjab. He was known to us under the  name and title of 
Narayenanand. Like all men of hisclass.be was exceedingly 
difficult to approach, and would neitheraccept me as a pupil, 
nor allow me to pu t myself on terms of any intimacy until 
he hail satisfied himself by tlie closest questioning as to my 
real intentions and capacity to learn the  science of Yog. 
I will | k i s s  over these details and simply sta te  that, a t  last,
I gained my object, was accepted as a pupil, received his 
blessing, and served him, first and last, for more than two 
years. During this time 1 learnt many things practically 
which I had previously known only from reading our sacred 
S/ioKtmn. I discovered many secrets of nature, and saw 
ample proof of the power in man to control the forces of 
nature, my ' preceptor among other things practising 
" prmintiyain" or the suspension of the breath. I  will not 
pretend to explain in th e  language of Western science, the 
effect produced iu the hum an body by th is  branch of Yog 
Vidya. B u t  this much I  will say that, while the  Sauyasi 
was absorbed in contemplation, during his performance of 
“ firuiiiiiii/itm," s itting  in the  prescribed posture of “ Pad- 
rnasam,” his body would rise from the ground to the height 
of four fingers, aud remain suspended in the air for four 
and five minutes a t  a  time, while I was allowed to pass 
my hand beneath him three or four times, to satisfy myself 
beyond a doubt th a t  the  levitation was a  positive fact.

* O r Again, d o cs  n o t  tl io  p e rm is s io n  g r a n t e d  to  th o  s e r p e n t  t o  b o ta k o  h im - 
nolf t o  tb e  fa th o m le ss  d e p th s  o f  th e  sen, im lic a to  t h a t ,  th o u g h  w o m a y  purge 
o u r  in d iv id u a l n a tu r e s  o f  ev il, i t  can n e v e r  b o  e x t ir |» a to d  h u t  m u s t  s t i l l  l in g e r  
in  th o  irh o lo  o x j k h j s o  o f  t h e  i t s  th e  <>p|K>«<ing p o w o r to  a c t iv o  g o o d n e s s
w h ich  m a in ta in s  th o  e q u i lib r iu m  in  N a t u r e — in  « h o r t,  th o  e q u a l b a la n c in g  o f 
(h o  sca le* , th e  p e r f e c t  h a rm o n y  o f  d is c o rd *  ? [K u . T hlcmj.J

T H E  M IN D  I S  M A T ER IA L .

D Y  11A K U  A M M T A L A L  D E .

The human mind is material, and dies with the death 
of our mortal frame. I define mind to be the. result of 
the harmonious union and adjustment of the visible and 
latent organisms, or the organs that make up the human 
frame, having its seat iu the centre of the nervous system. 
Metaphysics acknowledges the truth that where the cause 
is mortal, the effect must be liable to destruction. This 
is an axiomatic truth, and it rcquries no Hamilton, no 
Bain to prove its validity. Well, then, here the organs 
jointly form the cause, .and the mind is their result. These 
organs perish with the death of the body, for they form 
only the different parts of the body, consequently, the 
human mind, the result of their union, perishes with 
them.

The miud possesses or exercises certain powers or func
tions. It reasons, judges, thinks, conceives, remembers, and 
imagines. In its healthy state it performs all its functions 
duly and fully ; but when diseased, it loses one or other of 
its powers or loses them all. In a fainting fit or senseless
ness, for instance, the mind ceases to perforin all its func
tions, and the man who is the subject of it, has tho con
sciousness of nothing passing within. These facts clearly 
prove that the mind is as mortal ns the organs are, of which 
it is simply the result.

To illustrate the matter more fully, let us take the 
common example of a watch. The mechanism of a watch,



when duly adjusted, produces motion ; b u t  when it is in 
a disordered state, or when it stops working, motion and 
the pointing ou t of time by tlie hands, cease to exist a t  
the very same time. W hat does this prove ? I t  proves 
very clearly th a t  an  effect bears the  same nature as does 
its cause, or causes jointly assimilated.

From what has been stated above, a man may be n a tu 
rally led to ask tha t  if our mind is mortal, we are mortal too ; 
and with the dissolution of our mortal frame, every thing 
of us will be brought to an end, and consequently, there 
cannot possibly be any future world of reward and punish
ment sulwcquent to our death. The following s ta te 
ments will suffice to satisfy the  enquirer. Man possesses 
two im portant essences, the  life  and the soul. I t  is beyond 
man's jiower to understand what these essences are in 
reality, unless he can actually see them  by going into the 
spiritual world, which no man, till he is “ born again,” can 
jtossibly do. The full comprehension of spiritual objects 
the enlightened spirit can only have. W e can have only a 
faint idea of them by a comparison of these with the ma
terial objects we see aud feel.

The sold of man has the  same relation to t he Suprem e 
Soul as a  ray of light has to the  sun, and our life bears the 
same relation to our soul which the  reflect ion of the ray 
bears to the  ray i tse lf ;  in o ther  words, as the reflection is 
to the ray aud the ray to the  sun, so is our life to our soul 
and our soul to the Suprem e Soul.

As a corroliorutive evidence of what I have asserted 
above, I simply cite here a passage from the F irs t  Book 
of the Pentateuch— “ God made man in his image, out 
of his likeness.”*

As to the proof of the  immortality of our soul aiul 
life, I have simply to assert th a t  the  eternal existence, the 
immortality of the Supreme Soul, is undeniable, therefore, 
the immortality of our soul and life is also undeniable, for 
one is the cause nnd the  other the  effect, aud, as 1 have 
stated before, the effect bears invariably the same nature  
as does its cause.

Jeypore, 0 th  March, 1880.

ODE TO INDIA.

1
W hy slumbers Ind iaw lien  ’tis time to wake ? 

U ntimely sleep is wilful suicide.
Alas I she sleeps, b u t  sleep may never hide 

Tho hcavings of tha t  heart, which soon must break ! 
Despair— hrtrd usurer .— will from her morrow 
Deduct more than his fair share from her ease,

And pay her bu t in tears !
Oh Mother ! rise superior to thy  sorrow ;

Thou a r t  ye t young in years :
Can ages make thee old ? T he stars, the sun,

As bright us they begun,
Will shine on thee alway, renewing thy  life’s lease.

2
Mother of many natious ! wake again 

To all the grandeur of thy destiny :
The world is thine, and from thee, and  in thee, 

And bu t  awaits to hear the  joyous strain,
Which like a burst of music shall vibrate,
W ith oft-repeated echoes, to its soul !

Is not tho world tliine own ?
Have not mankind to thee consign’d their  fate ?

W hy art  thou passive grown ?
It is not destiny’s stern-wrinkled frown,

T h a t  keeps thee lowly down ;
For thou art great— above all fate’s control !

3
Yet wake once more, and be again the  Ind,

The holy realm of hope to youth and age,
The land of universal pilgrimage,

• We h o p e  n o t .  Hnr, as w e h a v e  n o  o t h o r  po tw ib i li ty  of  j u d g i n g  ot (Jod  
b u t  f rom  b u  in ic ru f f ra j ih— m a n — w e w o u ld  bavo , w o ro  i t  no, t o  g i r o  u p  tl iu
Deity iu diigiut uad turu to absolute attioUiu — Ko. Tutos.

Whose name anil fame were borne on every wind,
To deej>est cave terrene and highest star i 
Alas ' now hecatombs are piled alone 

Of anguish and despair !
Thou hast no monuments but in the far 

Twilight of ages gone :
And pilgrims no more to thy shores repair 

For worship as of old :—
The idol is ador’d but for its baser gold !

4
Dost thou not hear the  harsh and grating laugh,

W ith which thy meaner rivals feed their  spite ?
“ India is living and yet dead”— they write 

Upon the slab of thy mock cenotaph.
Oh ! rise superior to all slander— say,
Ind ia  is once again herself, and death 

Is battled of his prey !
Behold ! how all the world hangs on thy breath,

Ami iu thy  kindling eye 
Heads tho proud promise of a newer birth ;

W hilst thy unclouded sky 
Showers its splendours on the gladsome earth !

0 ,  fo ra  t ru m p e t  loud to blow a blast,
T hat would resound from the north glaciers frore, 
Far  down to spicy I 'eylon’s southern shore !

Then should the sleeping echoes of the past 
Shake off their  lengthened lethargy, and rouse 
The actions aud the thoughts, that gave them birth.

Did not the best on earth 
Pledge for thy choosing the ir  most sacred vows ?

Mother I hast thou so soon 
Thy Buddha and thy Sankara  Ibrgol, ?

Forgot the mighty boon ?
Thou wast their living hope, thou wast their dying thought !

<;
My pen is guided by an  unseen Power,

And as I write a vision stirs my 'soul :
Mcthinks thou standest on the* highest goal,

W hich F a te  reserved thee for thy happiest hour.
Oh noble pride ! Oh majesty serene !

Thou standest like a  queen,
And a t  thy  feet whole nations sinking low,

Look on thy glorious brow,
And kneel iu love and worship ! Do I see 

A drea.ni, a phantasy ?
Oh, wake me not ! I f  sloe])

Can minister to hope, why shall 1 wake and weep ?

S. J .  P.

A b o u t  t i i r .  y e a r  1848, Mu. S tk ic k b ,  ant a p o t h e c a r y  
attached to the Madras Medical Department, was travel
ling on duty in the  districts, when one day a Byruyi  pre
sented hiuiself before him and asked for some oil of c inna
mon, a request which was readily complied with.. In re
turn, however, the Byray! offered to communicate a mantra 
or charm, against scorpion stings, and Mr. Stricke, not 
liking to h u r t  the  feelings of the man, noted down tho 
chanu. A few days after, a person s tung by a scorpion, 
was brought to him for treatm ent, and he seized the op
portunity  for try ing the  charm before having recourse to 
any drugs he had with him. I le, therefore, picked up a 
small twig, and, ascertaining the area of the  pain, which 
extended to a few inches above the bite, waved the twig 
down to the wound as was directed, reciting a t  the same 
tim e the innntra, and to his astonishment the very first 
recitation reduced considerably the  sufferings of the man, 
and continuing it a  few m inutes longer the  pain subsided 
and the man left the  place recovered. Mr. Stricke soon had 
another opportunity for try ing it— this time it was his 
own wife th a t  w;is b it  by one of these noxious reptiles ; he 
tried the antidote and succeeded, l i e  thenceforward 
adopted this simple cure in some seven or eight, o th e r  
cases tha t came to him for treatment. Satisfied as to the 
efficacy of the remedy, he communicated it to a friend of



liis, ono Mr. Brown, a merchant. Mr. Stricke died since, 
and liis son, an  assistant master in one of the Madras 
High Schools, obtained from the said Mr. Brown a  copy of 
tlii! charm ami tried it himself in several cases with simi
lar results. The following is the charm which we have 
obtained for the benefit of our readers:—

“ Ong Parathmay paclmininytf. sardhamath K ectvasSam - 
]mnIlia (,'hoo.”

First ascertain from the sufferer the extreme limit, of 
the  j<;ii(i, then take a t wig and wave it, thence down to the 
sting as often as the charm is repeated, aud till the pain 
lias subsided or reaches the wound. Any smarting lelt. 
behind could be relieved by bathing the part  with some 
cau-ilc-Cologne.

P H Y S I O L O G Y  OF M A R R I A G E .
J!V S A 1 C H A K A H  A H J l ’N ,  KX<}„ L . M . & 'S .

J  el niff Profrssor o f Jlotmn/, (Irani .Vfilienl College, ftombay.
The present state of India, as compared to that of former 

days, shows some striking changes. The physical ■weak
ness of its people, their want of moral courage, and their 
impoverished state, all occupy the thoughts of thought
ful men : and those who aro wise are ever trying to dis
cover the causes that may have led to these changes. I t  
is agreed th a t  there are several such causes, and among 
the chief, our marriage customs.

Let us consider how far the modern science of phy
siology ]troves these three facts, viz, (1) the necessity 
of marrying at a mature age, (2) the unnaturalness of 
early marriages, and (Ii) the necessity for instituting 
widow re-marriage.

It. is an accepted fact, tha t one can only atta in  D har- 
v ia  (truth), A rfh a  (money), K itm a  (desire) and M oksha  
(final bliss) by possessing physical strength. It is, there
fore, imperative tha t we should preserve onr constitution 
iu order to a tta in  every sort of enjoyment. And, as wc 
find th a t  marriage affects our constitution, we must see 
under what circumstances it  should be contracted. By 
marriage is meant the most intimate relation between 
man and woman, and not merely tha t preliminary ritualistic 
ceremony which the Hindus have first, t.o pass through, 
long before, the connection between husband and wile 
is formed.

There are persons who say th a t  those who are free from 
the marriage-tie are most happy. Hut it  is quite  sufiic- 
ient to refer such to what a g reat European scholar of 
the* last century said, viz., “ if  marriage has its evils, 
celibacy has uo charms.”

The male and the female are the two forces in this 
world, and without the mingling of the  sexes it  would 
come to an end. It is in the  order of nature  th a t  when 
both attain a certain age they should feel the  instinct of 
love, to satisfy which they must adopt proper means. 
Now, if there were no marriages, men would use improp
er means to satisfy their  desire. An abnormal intimacy 
with numerous women would be formed. The voluptu
ary would discontinue any one of these as soon as the 
woman becomes old and loses her charms. There would 
be no real love between the tw o; anil, as the excellence 
of the progeny depends to a very great extent upon the 
am ount of love between the  parents, the human race 
would gradually degenerate. B u t when certain rules are 
fixed for the  performance of lawful marriage, all these 
evils are avoided. Because, it  is not mere amorous desire 
th a t  creates real love, b u t  the  charms of the  marriage 
relation, which a ttrac t the  sexes towards each other. Mar
riage, therefore, a true and natural marriage, is the  real 
source of every happiness. Let us now consider the 
circumstances under which its consummation will conduce 
to perfect happiness.

The first point to be noticed, is th a t  of the  proper ago 
of the parties. The most learned philosophers, after 
having weighed all the circumstances, such as climate, 
&c., Iiavo expressed an opinion tha t  there  should be 
no marital relationship permitted until a few years after 
the age of puberty has been respectively attained. This

will conduce to their  moral and physical good. The 
man should be between 25 and 30, a t  the  time of his 
marriage, the woman between IS and 20. And, although 
a  certain animal instinct may assort itself a t  an earlier 
period, still there is a difference between this desire 
arid th a t  arising in them  after they respectively a t 
tain the abovementioned ages,* Therefore, the custom 
among us of performing early marriages, and of bringing 
about their consummation as soon as the wife reaches a 
certain crisis, lias a pernicious effect, inasmuch as it  tells 
upon the constitution of both, and tends to prevent their 
having a family. I f  there be any progeny a t  all, i t  is suro 
to be weak. Ranmer. the  famous liistorian, says th a t  
iu the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the  common 
people of Europe were tall and stout, but the  nobility 
were short and weak. This he attributes to the evil prac
tice among the  aristocrats of performing early marriages. 
Henry VII. was very weak, because he was born when 
his mother was only ten years of age. Besides, young pa
rents are themselves ignorant of the proper way to 
bring up such weak children, and turn them into the right 
path. 'Phis course of performing early marriages, therefore, 
but increases the population without begetting sons able 
to work for e ither the ir  country or for themselves, bu t only 
to pass through life with feeble and diseased constitutions. 
Besides, the  ( 'alcutta Nizomut. Adalat Report gives many 
instances in which girls suffered from excessive ha*mor- 
rliagia in consequence of too early an assumption of the 
duties of wife. Again, if  a man marries a t  tho proper 
age he has all the advantages of a constitution, whereas if 
married early, he becomes very weak, cowardly and with
out any vigour. O ught not these facts to open the eyes 
of our countrymen to the sense of the ir  duty  towards 
themselves and their  country? Does it  become them to stub
bornly adhere to the ir  foolish and pernicious customs ? 
])o they forget th a t  they have to deal with giants, and tha t  
if proper steps are not taken to gather physical strength, 
and thus be able to resist the  stronger physique of these 
men mountains, the la tte r  will soon I k ? found so powerful 
th a t  they would be able to trample on the miserablclndinns 
like mosquitoes ? My countrymen, if you have any reli
gious scruples, the very Dlutrmsindhu  which is your chief 
authority  on all points of religion, suggests to you cer
tain remedies. For instance, it is said th a t  if a girl a t 
tains the age of puberty before she is married, her parents, 
or whoever may perform the  ceremony, should give a cow 
in charity, and so on. Cannot these things be easily done ? 
And if with all these evils and their remedies before us, 
we do not set to work now, when we can no longer plead 
ignorance, we shall be the  cause of our own destruction.

Again, ta lk in g  of religious difficulties, does not Dharvi- 
ftindhit, strictly prohibit the  marriage of a girl before 
she is six years of age ? And do our countrymen adhere 
to it ? In many instances girls are married when they 
are not even five years old. Nay, they go further still. 
They marry tl: eir children while they are not even able 
to Rtnnd a t  the  ceremony, b u t  are in the cradle ! ! W hat 
can be more foolish and monstrous than t h a t ! Has 
not the  time arrived to check the  progress of all theso 
st upidities and seriously adopt measures tha t  will result in 
good to our country ?

The second point to be noticed, is tha t  of tho proper re
lative ages of the  husband and. the wife. Among the 
(iiizarathis we find instances of the couple being of the 
same age, or sometimes of the  wife being even older than 
her husband. This is against the  course of Nature. I t  is a 
recognized fact th a t  women very soon atta in  the  age of.

* A. l o a r n c d  f r i e n d  h a s  t a k e n  e x c e p t io n  to  t h i s  on  t h o  g r o u n d  t h a t  if  tho  
foo l in g  of  p a s s io n  a r i se n  in m e n  a t  t h e  a g o  o f  s i x t e e n  o r  s e v e n t e e n ,  i t  w ould  
ho  g o i n g  a g a i n s t  n a t u r e  to  M iy  t h a t  t h e y  sh o u ld  o n ly  bo  m a r r i e d  w h e n  t h o y  a ro  
h o tw o on  t tv c n ty - l iv o  a n d  t h i r t y  y o a r s .  O u r  r e p l y  in H a b i t  is s e c o n d  nft* 
t u r o .  If,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o u r  c u s t o m  o f  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e *  woro  g r a d u a l l y  abo l ish o d ,  
n a t u r o  w o u ld  n o t  p r e c o c io u s ly  m o v e  t h e  y o u n g  m e n  o f  o u r  c o m , t r y  a t  t h a t  
e n r ly  a g o  a t  w h ic h  i t  d o e s  a t  p r e s e n t .  F o r  i n s ta n c o ,  ono  w ho  t a k e s  h i s m e a l s  
a t  8 o 'c lock ,  fee l s  h u n g r y  a t  t h a t  h o u r ,  w h i le  t o  a n o t h e r  w h o  t a k e s  t h e m  n t  

t h a t  Iw com os  t h o  h o u r  w h e n  ho  fo ols  h u n g r y ,  m id  so  on  I t  is,  t h e r e 
fo re , a  <|iiostion o f  tlio p e c u l i a r  n a t u r e  o f  tl io  in d iv id u a l  a n d  n o t  t h a t  of 

' t h e  law o f  n a t u r e .  I t  is t h o  la w  o f  n a t u r o  t h a t  p e r s o n s  s h o u ld  h a v e  th e  
f e e l i n g  o f  d e s i r e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u ld  h a p p e n  n t  a  c e r t a i n  a g e ,  is  n o t  it s  
l a w .  T h a t  is a  m a t t e r  o f  i n d i v id u a l  h a b i t .



maturity, and, as it  is desirable tha t the  soxual feeling in 
the husband and the wife should end a t  the same time, it is 
necessary th a t  there should be a  difference between their 
respective ages of about ten years. This is the  uuited 
opinion of the  best W estern physiologists. Women lose 
tha t feeling at the age of forty-five, men a t  fifty or fifty- 
five.

Now let us consider what sort of woman should be cho
sen for a wife. She m ust be healthy and have no disease, 
or else not only will she be a burden to her husband, bu t 
she will bring forth sickly children. A woman witli quite 
a white face and a body like a  wax statue, though herself 
healthy, will never have healthy children, i t  is be tter 
always th a t  a  bright-complcxioned man should marry a 
little darker-coloured woman ; for if both are very lair, 
the progeny is almost sure to be scrofulous, and scrofula 
is a very bad disease.

Again, i t  is necessary th a t  the ir  temperaments should 
be different, bccause they will then be more likely to have a 
great love for each other, which is one of the principal 
things th a t  ensure good progeny. The science of chemis
try proves th a t  two substances of opposite qualities have 
a great affinity to each other. Thus, the tendency of an 
acid is to combine with an alkali, and these substances are 
of exactly opposite properties. The result of such a com
bination is well known to bo a  salt, which differs from 
either, bu t unites the substances of both. Moreover, the 
historical cases of distinguished personages confirm our 
statement th a t  the  greater the love between parents, the 
be tter  the progeny. Lahu and Kusha, you remember, 
■were more powerful even than their father Ram, whose 
love for Sita (his wife) is taken as the standard of extreme 
love between husband and wife. Abhimanyu, so renown
ed for heroism even in his youth ; was the  sou of Subha- 
dra, to marry whom A rjuna (the father of Abhimanyu) 
was very desirous, and had gone so far as to pretend that 
he was a Sannyilsi. Similarly, ( ihato tkaeha was not the 
son of Droupadi but of Hedamlwi, whom lihima loved so 
ardently. W e might quote such instances, bu t it  is use
less, since it must be conceded th a t  we have sufficiently 
established our point.

Let us now consider what constitutes an improper m ar
riage. The following appear to be the p o in ts :— ( I)— Mutual 
dislike of the  couple ; (2 )— a great difference between 
their respective ages ; (3)— the marriage of the old with 
children ; (4)—-the marriage of one man witli various 
women ; (5)— and the marriage between persons of tlu: 
same blood.

Among us, the first of these probably results from the 
stupidity of the parents. They do not care whether the 
young couple have, or are likely to have, any love for each 
other, bu t perform the ceremony because they choose. 
And thus the happiness of the young couple, is often 
destroyed beyond remedy. Once that the seed of dislike 
is sown, it  grows fast. The ill-matched couple may seem 
happy, but who knows what passes in the inmost recesses 
of the ir  hearts ? And the  more you try to reconcile 
them to each other, the stronger grows their hatred.

The second and the third owe their origin to the pro
hibition of widow-remarriage among us. I f  widowers were 
nof idlowed to re m a iry  as widows are. not, our people 
would long ago have been freed from the stigma of sel
fish partiality which attaches to their  name. Our wi
dowers want wives, bu t they w ill not have widows. And 
what then follows is evident. Young girls fall victims 

' to their  old husbands, and naturally an element of dis- 
Jike is introduced, the  consequences of which have already 
been described.

As regards the fourth point, tha t is a  custom preva
lent in many parts of our country among the Brahmins 
of the “ Kuleen ” c;iste. I t  is useless to describe here 
all the horrors and evils th a t  result from this atrocious 
custom. Tho science of physiology proves to us the im 
practicability of a person being able to satisfy the desire 
of two women. Let our readers, then, imagine the  a t  roc - 

' ity of the crime of these Brahmins who are husbands 
to eveu seven or eight women at the same time,

And now we will turn  our a ttention to the fifth point, th a t  
of the union of persons of the same blood. We cannot trace 
the origin of this practice, b u t  Manu and other religious re
formers have absolutely prohibited such a thing. This 
custom prevails to an extremely great ex ten t among the 
l ’arsis of our country. One of our Parsi friends informs 
us th a t  it  arose from the misconception of some passage 
in their religious book. Hut it is now high time that 
people should turn, consider and realize the evils begotten 
by this horrible custom of marrying cousins. They 
naturally begin to dislike each other very soon, and, what 
is worse, their progeny degenerates. Such a marriage 
sows the seed of disease in the  family, and scrofula, con
sumption and such other diseases are the  undoubted results. 
Tho lap-dog is a striking illustration of our statement. 
These dogs are the progeny of the children of the same 
parents, and we all see bow very weak and puny the 
species of lap-dog is. I have a considerable practice 
among the Parsis, and I  find tha t  diseases of the  above 
nature  prevail to a  great extent among them. 1 have 
personally a ttended  the  case of a woman who was mariied 
to her cousin, and gave birth to a child tha t had no brain 
a t  all. I t  would require a chapter to mention all such 
cases tha t  have come under my personal observation.

Before concluding, however, I would request my Parsi 
friends to take  this grave mat ter into their hands, and 
adopt proper means to check these evils, alter due in
vestigation into the (acts has been made. At the same 
time, I would ask all my countrymen to consider seri
ously what has been stilted here, ami open their  eyes to 
the peril they have brought upon themselves, and under * 
the weight of which they will be crushed by their cwu 
act, if the necessary remedy is not applied in time.

C R E M A T IO N  I N  A M E R IC A .

In  December, 1870, our Society burned in America the 
body of one of its Councillors, who had requested th a t  
his remains should be so disposed of. The preliminary 
funeral ceremonies were of a distinctly “ H ea then"  cha
racter, and attracted the attention of the whole nation, 
when described aud commented upon by tin; seven thou
sand American journals. The ceremonies themselves were 
performed about the 1st of .June at the Masonic Temple iu 
the presence of thousands. At, that time there was no proper 
crematory, or building for the burning of the dead, in 
the entire country, and public opinion would not have 
permitted the  burning to take place in open air, after 
the  Aryan fashion. The l»>dy of our Councillor— the 
Bavarian Baron de Palm, then residing in the United 
States of America— was accordingly embalmed, and placed 
in the “ receiving-vault ” of a cemetery,, a place provided 
for the reception of hoilies not immediately to be buried. 
I t  lay there until December, when a proper crematory 
had l>een built by a wealthy gentleman of Pennsylvania, 
Dr. F. Ju lius  Le Moyne, on his own estate and in spite 
of the protests aud threats  of his neighbours and strangers.

This being the tii-st case in America of cremation, our 
Society determined to have every doubt solved as to the 
legality of this method of sepulture, under the laws of 
America. The s ta tu te  books were carefully searched by 
a special committee, and not a line or word was found 
which prevented a person from disposing of his or her 
body according to choice, provided that there should be 
no sanitary or ]H)licc regulation infringed. A formal request 
was made for permission to remove Baron de Palm’s remains 
from the receiving-vault in Brooklyn— a suburb of New 
York City— to Pennsylvania lor cremation. This wa.s 
granted after some examination of the statutes by coun
sel to the Brooklyn Board ot Health ; ami the Pre
sident of tha t  body accepted an invitation to witness the 
novel ceremony, and actually did see it. So, too, did the 
official representatives of the Health Boards of a number 
of other cities, and one— Dr. Asdale of the Pittsburgh 
(Pa) Board of H ea lth  actually helped Col. Olcott, Dr. 
Le Moyne, and Mr. Henry J .  Newton, to pu t the corps^



into tlio licit retort of tlie eremation-lurimce. The unan
imous declaration of all those scientific gentlemen, after 
seeing tlie whole process of the burning, was th a t  it was 
neither opposed to the interests of law, of public health, 
or of decency. And, as the President of the Presbyterian 
College in the town where tin: cremation took place was 
one of the orators a t  a public meeting held after tha t  
ceremony, and distinctly said tha t  the Christian I>ible 
did not prohibit, this form of sepulture, the way w;ts open 
for the introduction of this great reform. .Science had 
long denounced burial as the worst possible means of 
getting rid of the dead, and it only wanted such a prac
tical illustration as this of the dceency, cheapness, and 
entire feasibility of cremation to inaugurate a new era in 
this direction.

Naturally , such a change; us tha t  from burying to burning 
m ust be a very gradual one. The public’s reason is first 
to be convinced, then its unreasoning prejudice removed. 
The first bold step finds its imitators here and there, and 
then, when the people find tha t nothing bad has happened 
to either themselves or the reformers, the change, if a 
good one, is adopted. This process is going on in the 
United States with respect to cremation. The first Hush 
of Christian indignation a t  the “ barbarity ” and “ hea
thenism " o f  the  Theosophical Society passed away, the 
echoes of the journalistic gibes are gone, and our name, 
as promoters of one of t he most beneficial social reforms 
possible, has tixed for itself a  place on the page of A m e
rican history.

The De Palm cremation has, within the last thrcc-and- 
u-lialf years, been followed by those of the venerable Dr. 
Le Moyne himself, Mrs. lienn. Pitman and several others, 
und it  is within our personal knowledge that the  wills 
of a number of Americans, of both the sexes, have been 
carefully drawn so as to compel the surviving relatives 
to burn the testators’ bodies instead of burying them. 
A case of cremation, of special interest and importance, 
is found in the latest American journals th a t  have reached 
us. The subject was a young Mr. Charles A. McCrccrv, 
partner in one of the wealthiest piece-goods houses of 
New York, and an orthodox Christian in faith. Tho 
cremation was conducted a t  the l/e Moyne place with 
the greatest, privacy, as the deceased's family were b i t te r
ly opposed to burning, though they could not refuse; the 
young man’s rcipiest. JJut the sharp-witted Situ  repor
ters, who discover everything worth the trouble to find 
out., got a cine to the facts, and Mr. McCreery’s lather 
very properly decided to give the whole t ru th  publicity. 
I t  then appeared tha t

'■ When liaron do Palm was cremated ami the Mibjcct of cremation 
was discussed, fie advocated tliut method of deponing of dead bodies, 
and, indeed, of everything tha t, from its nature, wits m eant to bo 
jmt out of sight.'’

This being the father's own statement, 110 one will deny 
tha t  this case is directly traceable to the  example; set 
by tho Theosophical Society. The influence that, the 
MeCrcery cremation will have upon public, opinion in 
America is very great.. Not. only t.he high respectability 
of the deceased himself, and the wealth, piety and 
standing of his family, bu t also the admiring testi
mony of the clergyman who superintended the  burning 
together with the deceased's brother, as to the freedom 
of the process from all objectionable features, will com
bine to give cremation a forward impulse in the  Great 
Republic.  ̂ _

The following brief extracts are from the N ew York 
Siin'n special r e p o r t :—

“ We thought wc were doing I lie very bent th ing,” silid Mr. 
McCreerv, “ in try ing to  keep the affair quiet. I t  was my mm's 
desire, nmi we shrank from publicity. There are many people who 
may blame us, who th ink  cremation a heathen practice, bu t [ 
cannot help that. W ere the consequences many fold more disagree
able we would not hesitate. Wo did wlmt wo thought was righ t and 
we arc satisfied. My son was a man of tremendous will power. Ho 
never u n d e r to o k  anything iu his life th a t he did not accomplish 
vxcept the one tiling of getting well of his disease. B ut th a t will- 
|K>wei has made itself felt evcu after his death, aud wliat he willed

to have done has been accomplished. I t was not the freak of an 
enthusiast, H e died in the faith of his fathers, a devoted Chris
tian, and wc nru comforted."

“ Well,” continued Mr. M<( Yeery, “nothing more was said about 
the m atter to me lUitil a fter his death. Then we found iu his desk 
a pnper containing some requests, among them the following:"

INWOOI), oct 21, 1B70.
AIy i>kak i*ahunts: H aving for various reasons formed a  great 

aversion to the ordinary methods of burial, it is my solemn wish 
that, a fter full assurance of lay dentil has been secured, every pos
sible effort should be made to have my Ixxly burned.

“ T his request coining in this way. we did not th ink  we could 
possibly refuse, although it  wits exceedingly painful for us to accede 
to it. N ot tlm t I am so opposed to cremation, bu t it was going 
against iny whole education and the customs of my forefathers, tin t 
I made up my mind th a t his request must l>e carried out at all events, 
ami then the question arose how best to do it. He had requested 
th a t there Ik; no publicity attached to the m atter, and we were 
certainly anxious to  keep the m atter quiet ; bu t w hether we could 
do it openly or quietly we wero bound to curry out our sou’s wishes. 
Airs. McCreery aud myself found th a t we could take no p art iu the 
arrangem ents. O ur feelings would not )>crmit us to  do anything, 
nnd so the whole arrangem ents were turned over to my eldest 
Run,  J . Crawford McCreery, and our pastor here, Mr. l ’uyson. 
A fter Charlie’s death the body was placed in a hermetically scaled 
metallic collin, from which the air was exhausted, and th a t placed 
in a wooden coflin, and deposited in tlio receiving vault iu 
Woodlawn Cemetery. Mr. Payson will tell you all th e  r e s t '’

Mr. l ’ayson. who for five years has been the pastor of the 
rresby teriau  Church in Iuwood, a small, slender, scliolarly-look- 
ing young man, said : ‘' I  agree w ith Mr. McCreery th a t it is
liest to have no more concealment. I now know w hat cremation 
is, and I am glad to have an opportunity  of speaking of it. I 
was with Charlie much throughout bin illness, aud he talked 
frankly with inc H e loathed the idea of ordinary burial, aud 
s|Kikc in the strongest term s against it. H e said th a t the idea 
of licing put into the earth , there to dccny, .and possibly to have 
his bones cut into by labourers laying out. now streets, wus hor
rible. l ie  believed iu cremation, and he said to me : “ f mil quite 
sure tha t if my father knew my wishes ho would go so far as to 
build a furnace himself if necessary.”

“ Yes and I would,” exclaimed Mr. McCrccrv, with deep feel* 
ing*. ’

Tho report describes in detail the negotiations between 
the family and Dr. Le Moyne’s executors for the  privilege 
of using the furnace, and tlio transportation of the body 
by rail to the place of cremation. The Rev. Mr. Payson 
then continues his narrative as follows:—

‘■Then tho coffin was taken into the reception room of the 
crematory. It. is a flre-proof brick building, about th irty  feet by 
lllteen, divided into two apartm ents, the reception room and Abo 
retort. The la tter is of fireproof brick, aud tlio files are under 
it. W hen the doors were opened, anil 1 looked in, all my oppo
sition to cremation disappeared, for then came* jom the retort a 
lovely, rosy light, which I could compare to  nothing bu t the rosy 
morning light ou the snow peaks of the Alps, as I have Recn it 
iu Switzerland. The body was preparod bv being taken from 
the coffin, placed in a crib, and covered witii a sheet, saturated 
with a solution of alum . Tlie crib is sha|>cd like au ordinary 
crib, bu t is made of rods of iron, ju s t clone enough to  hold the 
body. The alum cloth was to prevent any sinoke or unpleasant 
odour. The body was not dccoinjxKtcd, 1'eing placed iu the 
crib, it was wheeled into the retort, nnd there rested iu tho 
rosy light. There was absolutely nothing whatever reimgnaut to 
the senses -no flame, no smoke, no odour of any kind. Tho 
alum cloth remained for some tim e apparently intact. Then 
little by little, it disappeared, as did the body, the pure .ashes 
falling to the bottom of the retort. I t  was aliout l i  in the 
afternoon when we placed tho body iu the retort, and iu less 
than three hours it was reduced to ashes.

Mr. Payson mistakes the purpose for which the aluni- 
saturated cloth is used. I t  was adopted at the  De Palm 
cremation, a t  the last moment, for tlie sake of decency, 
the body having to be put into the retort naked, aud it 
being understood th a t  the progress of the cremation was 
to Ik; watched through the small draught-hole in the  iron 
door, by many scientific men and journalists present. The 
Baron’s body was sprinkled with sweet spices and gums, 
and strewn with flowers and evergreen branches. B u t this 
was merely au expression of tender regret a t  tho loss of 
a friend ; there were neither smoke nor unpleasant odours 
caused by tho burning. The body lay in its iron crib 
iu a white hot atmosphere, and its tissues and other con* 
sumable parts were gradually resolved into vapor and 
passed off into the atmosphere, while the white and gray 
ashes were left behind as the sole visible remnants of what 
had oiijfe been a man.



“ A  1‘KH.SONAL STATKMKNT OF HKI.KiloUS IIKUKK ” IS T H E  

t i t l e  o f  a  p a m p h le t  now  ju s t  a p p e a r in g  a t  B o m b ay . I t  is a n  
u n e x p e c te d , an ti v e ry  u n u s u a l p iece  o f  l i t e r a tu r e  ; a n d  th e  
s u b je c t  is  t r e a te d  iu  a  w ay  to  s t a r t l e  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  
P r o te s ta n t  C h u rc h , c a ll o u t  a n  in w a rd  c h u c k le  o f  s a t is fa c 
tio n  from  th e  J e s u i ts ,  a n d  p ro v o k e  e x tr e m e  d is sa tis fa c 
tio n  a m o n g  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e , ch u rc h -g o in g , A n g lo - In d ia n  
officials. Y e t  i t  is a n  h o n e s t  an d  s in c e re  p ro fessio n  o f  fa ith . 
S im p le  a n d  d ig n ified , w ith o u t  one  w ord  o f  r e c r im in a tio n  
a g a in s t  th o se  w ho  w ill b e  th e  firs t to  th ro w  s to n e s  a t  h im , 
e n t i r e ly  h e e d le ss  o f  p o ss ib le  co n seq u en ces , th e  a u th o r —  
a  D is t r ic t  J u d g e ,  w e b e lie v e — M r. 0 .  C . W h itw o r th , co m es 
o u t  b ra v e ly  an d  w ith o u t  o s te n ta t io n , to  te l l  th e  t r u t h  to  
th e  w orld  a b o u t h im se lf. H e  h a s  “ com e to  th e  c o n c lu 
sion  th a t  i t  is b e t t e r  t h a t  e v e ry  m a n ’s o p in io n s , w h e th e r  
r ig h t  o r  w rong , sh o u ld  b e  k n o w n  a n d  fe e lin g  th a t  h e  
“  w ill n e v e r  reach  th a t  s t a te  o f  s t ra ig h tfo rw a rd n e s s  a n d  
s im p lic i ty  o f  co n v e rsa tio n  a n d  c o n d u c t” a f te r  w h ich  lie  
is s tr iv in g , lie  d o es  n o t w isli to  re m a in  a n y  lo n g e r  “ in  a  
fa lse  p o s itio n ,” a n d  h e n c e  re n o u n c e s  C h r is t ia n i ty  p u b lic ly  
a n d  iu p r in t.

All honour to the man wlio is brave and honest in this 
century of sham beliefs and shameful hypocrisy! Who, re
gardless of all dangers— and such an act entails more than  
one— throws oft’the mask of false pretence tha t stifles him, 
with the sole motive of doing what he deems his du ty  to 
himself and those who know him.

Mr. W hitworth  not only tells us what he believes no 
more in, bu t  also makes a s ta tem ent of the  personal belief 
th a t  has superseded the  Christianity he now repudiates.

Before he was as certain as he now is of what his duty
in this question was, he used to wonder what orthodox
churchmen would advise him to do— “ 1 have heard,” he
says, “ of such a th ing as stam ping out, or trying to stam p
out, unbelief from the  mind. 1 suppose the process is to
set before yourself the  idea tha t  it would be a good th ing
if  you could believe, and then to determine to act on all
occasions as though you did, until a t  length it comes to
seem to be a m atter of course th a t  you do believe. Now
such a course of conduct seems to me to be wrong. 1 cannot • • » • i • > ® 
see how a  man is justified m  trying to settle by resolution
what he will believe, anil in stifling instead of fnirly ex
amining doubts which may arise as to his past belief. Nor 
does any one recommend this course to persons of a dif
ferent creed to his own.” ...............................................................

. . . . “ And though,” he .says further on, “ 1 would
not willingly suggest doubt to the mind of any person 
happily free from it, and worthily occupied in this world, 
I  can in no degree concur in the opinion that it is neces
sary to keep up artificial religions for the sake of the  u n 
enlightened masses.” ‘ Clovernment by illusion’ is an ex
pression 1 have lately heard. I cannot bu t  think th a t  the  
bare tru th  is better. More particularly if you th ink  tha t  
a  Ciod of infinite power created and governs the  world, 
does it  seem unreasonable to sup]M>se th a t  he means those 
of his creatures tha t are comparatively wise to invent erro
neous notions about him for their  more ignorant fellows 
to believe { We have been so long accustomed to asso
ciate such things as worship, prayer, saeraments, and holy 
offices with religion tha t  some men seem to fear that, if  
all these were got rid of, nothing would remain. That is 
not my experience. I t  should be remembered tha t  all 
immoral and dangerous persons are either already w ith 
out religion— in which case they  could lose none if the  
doctrine of government by illusion were given up— or 
else tha t the religion they have has been useless to them.”

After th a t  Mr. W hitworth states his present religious 
belief and says—

“ I believe tha t  it  is every m an’s du ty  to do what he 
can to make tho world be tte r  and happier. T h a t  is the  
whole of my creed. I  aim a t  no precision of language. 
Many other formulas would do as well. So to live th a t  
the world may be better  for my having lived in it  is the 
one most familiar to my thoughts. T he  meaning is plain,
and  th e r e  is n o th in g  n e w  in  i t . ...............................................
To me it seems absurd to a ttem pt to devise a creed, or

even to take, with any fixed resolution of keeping it, a 
ready-made one. AVhnt a man finds in the actual ex
perience of his life to be good, tha t is what he m ust be
lieve.........

“ Now before I  a t tem p t  to explain how I find the simplp 
creed I have enunciated be tte r  than all the dogmas I  once 
believed, I will refer to certain points on which (though 
they do not belong to my religion) I shall no doubt be 
expected, in such a publication as this, to express distinct 
opinions.

“ Such a question is, Do you believe in (Iod ? Now I  wish 
to be perfectly frank, bu t  it  is beyond my power to answer 
this question clearly. I certainly did until within a few 
years believe in God, bu t  then 1 had a [(articular concep
tion of h im — namely, th e  being known as Cod the  F a the r  
in the Church of England. Now, I am sure, we are not 
warranted in holding tha t  conception, and I have formed 
no other distinct conception of (iod. I cannot say I  
believe in God when the  word conveys no distinct meaning 
to me ; I cannot say I do not believe in iiim when my 
thoughts seem sometimes to require the use of the  name. 
Perhaps tha t  impression is duo only to an old habit. W e 
hear it said tha t  the existence of God is proved by the  
manifest design of the universe. But what sort of God '! 
Surely one of finite, not of infinite, power. T he world 
is very wonderful ; but how can we call it a perfect work ? 
There are some terrible things in it. Perhaps it will be 
perfect, bu t  tim e cannot be necessary to infinite power. I 
heard a preacher once expatiate on Clod’s power aiul love 
as shown in the structure  of an animal. H e  took the  
mole as an example, and explainad how its every part was 
perfectly adapted to the  peculiar maimer of its life. But 
what if a ploughman kills the  mole i Carefully provid
ed as all its properties were, they all have failed. Then 
the  preacher spoke of the wonderful providence by which 
some plants are made to purify pestilential air. B u t  wo 
in India know that other plants by their natural decay 
poison instead of purifying the air. So, what do such ex 
amples prove '{

“ I am not dismayed or distressed at such puzzles, or 
because I cannot say w hether or not I believe in God. Tbe 
world teaches me plainly that there are countless things 
which I cannot know. . . . . . .

“ My attempt to answer the above question is sufficient 
to show that I do not believe in the divinity of Christ, or 
of any other supposed incarnation of God. I add that it 
is between twelve and fifteen years since I had any such 
belief." ‘

As to a future life, the au thor neither affirms belief nor 
disbelief. 1 le /ni/v* we may live after death, but he per
sonally feels no cohi'iction ot it. “ My religion then, he 
goes on to say, “ it may jierhaps be said by those devot
ed to any of the recognized religions of the day, leaves 
me without any God, without prayer or worship of any 
kind, leaves me a weak mortal struggling alone with the 
difficulties of this life. Well, if I hear such things said 
of my religion, I shall bear it patiently. . . . While
I  am writing this in the saloon of the ‘ Yenctia,’ this 
2:$rd of November, I can hear the passengers at service 
over head singing—

‘ Leave, iili leave miMiot alone,
.Still support anil ntivu“tlivii nu-.’ .

I f  some of them are less alone than I, it should not make 
me discontented, for I know tha t  1 am better with my re 
ligion than I, the same person, was with theirs. But, 
notwithstanding those objections which many persons will 
make, I do deliberately put forward this religion of mine 
as something be tte r  for hum anity  than any other . . .
I  believe tha t  most, or a t  least very many, men ot busi
ness, working men, are as I am. If, as a fact, men do not 
already hold the creed that I  do, I do not ex|>ect th a t  by 
anything I can say they  come to do so. B u t  there are 
two things which I  can still hope. 1 hope th a t  those of 
m y readers who really believe no more than I do, bu t  who 
in a half-hearted way cling to dogmas, which indeed to 
them are dead and ineffective, will examine aud see what



they really do believe and wliat they do not, distinguish
ing  betwoen those articles of belief which they give effect 
to in their lives and those they hold merely for want of 
energy to throwaway. And I hope tha t  those who find their  
actiiiii belief to be less than or different from what their  
neighbours have been Ie<l lo suppose it to be, will ask 
themselves the question w hether they ought not in some 
way or other to remove tlu; misapprehension and  make 
th e i r  lives speak truly to all who behold them.

“ But there arc two classes of persons to whom I can 
hardly hope to make intelligible the  step I am  tak ing  in 
publishing this statement. The first class is the clergy 
and all persons engaged in teaching and p r o p a g a t i n g  aUy 
religion ; the second, all idle persons. These two very 
different classes seem to me to be less likely th an  other 
persons to discover that, the  religions they  observe are 
false if they are false. R a ther are they likely, as I  conceive 
to find them, whatever they are, to be sufficient and satis
factory. In  the case of the  first, because religion is the 
business of their  lives ; and in the cose of idle ]iersons, be
cause what they have of religion is better than the rest of 
the ir  lives. . . .  A m an’s life and his religion should be one 
and the same thing. T h a t  which is not part  of what liis 
life ought to be, ought not to be a  part of his religion. And 
it seems to me quite intelligible tha t  a  m an  whose busi
ness is religious teaching should make bis life and religion 
one and the same, though much of the religion be false, 
without ever finding the  test of true and untrue. If a 
m an’s duty is to explain or teach a  certain doctrine, lie may 
find it  very difficult to make people believe or understand 
it ; bu t  he will no t be in a  position to say— well, this doc
trine may be true or false, b u t  it  has nothing to do with 
my life. It has to do with his life.”

The author, explaining how his creed is a be tte r  reli
gion for the world a t  huge, than any other, says:—

“ Iu the first place this religion seems to me to have the 
property of being constantly present in a  way which other 
religious are usually not. I do not th ink i t  is sufficient 
to devote an hour, or two horn's, or twelve bom's a  day to 
religion. I think the whole day should be devoted. But, 
in order for th a t  to be, religion m ust consist of daily life, and 
there must be no distinction of spiritual and temporal, of 
religious and secular, of Sunday and week-day, or of priest 
and people. The fact th a t  one day is to be kep t  holy, 
means th a t  others are distinctly recognized as being some
thing less thau holy ; and the fact th a t  a holier and 
purer manner of life and conversation is expected in one 
particular class of men, means that, such high attainment, 
though practicable, is not. expected of the  bulk of m an
kind. < )f course all men require time, apart  from their 
proper business, for pa tien t meditation and reflection on 
the tendency of the ir  lives ; all men require the  advice of 
others of different experience to them selves; all men 
should have tim e for the  fun and the  pleasure th a t  life 
affords. B u t  why should some of these things be called 
religious, and others non-religious or secular ? Is the  
th ing  good or bad ? is tbe  question th a t  my religion 
asks ; and it  asks i t  equally w hether tbe th ing  be an act 
of charity or a game of tennis. If religion and daily life are 
no t one and the  same, it will happen that the  first is some
times made to give place to the second. I f  a church 
catches fire a t  the time of public worship, the  priest and 
people m ust run out. Their  religious service is in te rrup t
ed, bu t  they obey the  dictate of a  t ruer  religion which 
bids them  save their  lives. T ha t  which need never be 
interrupted is the  true  religion— namely, always to do 
what is best to be done.

" I next claim for my religion th a t  as a fact it  has created 
in me a greater love of the human race than I  had when 
a Christian. W hen  I  thought there was virtue in prayer 
and religious services, and th a t  my first du ty  was to save 
my own soul, my sense of the du ty  of rendering service to 
men and my sense of pleasure a t  tbe thought of particular 
services done to particular persons, w hether friends or 
strangers, were certainly less than  they are now. I f  it  be 
said th a t  the difference in me is due not to the  change of

religion, b u t  only to the  improved perception and know
ledge th a t  years bring, 1 can only reply th a t  the  two cans 
es seem to me to be identical. My religion 1 have neither 
invented nor selected : i t  is what my life has taught 
me.

“ This religion has again this advantage th a t  i t  allows 
you no rest or perm anent happiness except with a sense 
of du ty  done. I t  knows nothing of idle ‘ drawing nearer  
to (Jod.’

“ You m ust not speak of ‘ leaving with meekness your 
sins to your Saviour.’ Your sins are your own, and  you 
cannot leave them  to any one. The best you can do is to 
outweigh them  with good, bu t  get rid of them  you cannot 
There is no absolution. T hink  of tha t when you are disposed 
to do a bad deed .again. If you do it, i t  will remain for 
ever. The balance of good, if even you get a  balance of 
good, will be finally less by reason of tha t bad debt.’’

Wc verily believe, that,  though Mr. W hitworth  gives 
no name to his deity, and simplifies his religion, so as to 
make it appear to be hardly a religion a t  all, yet he is a 
t ru e r  religionist than  any Church-going dogmatist. H is 
religion recognizes and worships but the  la ten t divinity 
indwelling iu himself. Like Elijah, lie sought for tlio
Lord in the stron" wind— b u t  the Lon! wits not in  the

• « • iiriwf ; nor was lie in the  etn'thjnakr, nor yet in the  fire.
B ut ho found H im  in the. “ still small voice”— the voice 
of his own Consciknck, the  true tabernacle of man. 
The author w ithout belonging to our Society is ye t 
a  t rue-born Theosophist— a God-soeker.

And ye t  the  Rev. T. J .  Scott, assailing us in a  long 
le tter to the  Pioneer, says Christianity  never had such. 
KWCt'liH'.'t,'*, xi/riijxtlhi/, life and power, as now !

T u n  KOuUSII KMIUROO LAI I) UPON SWAMIJI D.VYAN ANI» 
Saraswati by Mr. Wall, the  Benares Magistrate, has a t  last 
been raised, and th a t  learned and eloquent P and it  was to 
have resumed his lectures ou the evening of the  21st 
March. Before gran ting  the  permission— which the  Swami 
ought never to have been obliged to ask— Mr. Wall had 
a conversation of nearly an hour with him. The excuse, 
offered by the  L ieu tenan t  Governor for the  action in the  
premises, was th a t  i t  was not safe for the Swami to lecture 
in the Mohuram holidays ! The subject of the opening 
discourse was “ The Creation.’’ In the  same letter 
which contained the  above particulars, Swamiji says, 
“ Though I  am  very anxious th a t  my autobiography 
which you are publishing in your journal, should be com
pleted, I have not ye t  been able to give the necessary tim e 
to it. B u t  as soon as possible I will send the  narrative 
to you.”

A long-felt w ant has now been supplied by the  publi
cation by the  Bombay Arya Samaj of a monthly journal 
devoted to the  news about the Samajes throughout India. 
I t  will be a  convenient medium ibr the  promotion of 
friendly intercourse, and thus keep active the enthusiasm 
of members for the  cause of Vedic refoim. I t  is edited by 
Mr. Sevaklal Kursondass, Treasurer of the Bombay Arya 
Samaj, a t  01, Jug jivank ika  Street., and issued a t  the no
minal ra te  of annas 12 for City, and Re. 1 for Mofussil 
subscribers, in advance.

T u b  “ t k i k s t e  o n  v b d a n t k :  ua.i v o g a ,” h y  t h e  m a d r a s  
Mahatma Giana Yogi, Sabhapaty Swami, a, chapter of 
whose life was given in our magazine last month, has 
appeared, and may be had at  the M itra  V ila s  Press, L a
hore, Panjab, a t  annas 8 per copy. I t  is one of the  most 
curious pamphlets ever printed, and will doubtless have a 
very large sale. A  review of it  will appear next month.

P a n d i t  S u u y a  N a h a y a n  h a s  hhun d e l e g a t e d  uy 
the  Society of Benares Pandits to translate into English 
the contributions to these columns of members of that 
Sabha. H e  is one of its Secretaries.



COCK A N D  B U L L .

Some months ago, the T i i k o s o v h i s t  was taken to  task 
by certain Christian Roman Catholic friends, for crediting 
“'supernatural ” cock and bull “ inventions ” about spirits 
and mediums, as told in spiritual organs, while never 
quoting one such fact from the  “ far more trustw orthy 
Catholic organs.” Whereupon, as th e  policy of our paper  is 
one of strict impartiality, we yielded to the  demand of 
one who was both an esteemed friend and a subscriber, 
and promised to ransack the Roman Catholic papers sent us 
for trustworthy, demoniacal or ghostly literature. We did, 
so, and fell upon Marshal Mac Mahon's strange adventure 
with the devil in Algiers. (See Tili:<jsoph 1ST for December, 
187D.) W e were assured by the same friend th a t  Marshal 
Mac Mahon being alive, aud, moreover, a  very pious Catho
lic, and the paper which printed the  story being itself 
a highly respected, trustworthy organ of the American 
Roman Catholic bishops, i t  was im possible  to doubt its 
veracity. I t  was “ absurdly incongruous” in us to th ink  
for one moment, th a t  side by side with the “ best au th en 
ticated miracles of our Lady of Lourdes,” and ot her places 
as noteworthy, the  Catholic M irror  (of Baltimore, U. S. A.) 
would publish, a t  the  risk of its literary and ( 'hristian  
reputation, a Hiin-Ham fabrication, a canard. So we 
copied tho adventure, word for word as we found i t  
in the M irror  of Sept. 13, 187!), prefacing it  with 
this remark of equivocal confidence in its exactness, as 
every one can see. “ W e adm it it the more willingly 
since, had any such story originated with e ither  the  Theo- 
sophists or the Spiritualists, it would have been stra igh t
way ridiculed and set down as a  cock-and-bull fable. B u t  
circumstances alter the case with the  Catholics; none, 
however sceptical a t  heart, will dare laugh (above his 
breath) a t  a story of supernatural ‘ miracles ’ worked by 
the saints or by Satan and his imps. Only Spiritualists 
and Theosopliists...deserve to be called ‘ lunatics ’ for be
lieving iu phenomena produced by natura l causes.”

The Marshal’s alleged adventure was reprinted in the  
London S p ir itu a lis t. Let the editor of th a t  paper now 
speak : ■

“ W e recently asked th a t  the  t ru th  of some alleged 
supernatural experiences of Marshal Mac Mahon, which 
had been quoted by The Theosophist (Bombay) from a 
Roman Catholic newspaper, should be inquired into by 
some of our readers. The following le tte r  from Miss 
Douglas is the r e s u l t :—

‘ “ D i o a h  Mu. H a r r i s o n ,— 1 sent to my sister, Mrs. 
Douglas Bayley, now in Paris, the  No. of l'he S p ir i tu a 
list in which appeared the  marvellous adventure  of 
Marshal Mac Mahon, said to have been related by himself, 
begging her to inquire if there  was any degree of t ru th  
in it.

‘ “ She writes th a t  there is none. Being well acquainted 
with the Marshal's A ide-de-C am p, the  Baron de Langs- 
dorff, she spoke to h im  on th e  su b je c t ; he said he could 
not believe there was any t ru th  in the  story, or he would 
have heard of i t ; however, he took The S p ir i tu a l is t  con
taining it to the Marshal, who declared there  was not the  
slightest foundation for it. Very truly yours,

J .  H .  D o u g l a s .’ ”

Wis thank M iss Douglas and Mr. Ha m  son for
the trouble they have taken, and hope the lesson which 
the case teaches may not be lost upon those who stand 
up so stoutly foi' the in fa l l ib i l i ty  of the .Unman Catholic 
Church. For, it would appear they  indulge in “ cock 
and bull stories,” as much ms other mortals do, while pre
tending to a  greater trustworthiness.

W k 1 I A V K  R E C E I V E D  F R O M  T H E  U N I V E R S A L L Y '  A D M I R E D  

Gujerati Poet, Narmaddshaukar Lalshunkar, his spirited 
Ode on Theosophy which, owing to a  misunderstanding 
and no fault of his, had not reached us before. I t  is in 
the Gujerati language, with an English translation, and 
will appear next month.

A G E A R I N G  I’l t O O F  O K  T H E  A X I O M  T H A T  R E L I G I O U S  B I j -  

gotry is always lined with hypocrisy and often with crime, 
is instanced in the recent case of a  most revolting infan
ticide in France. The heroine of the  deed appears in the 
lugubrious and monstrous image of the widow of one 
brand 's Violo Versseron. She is a woman aged 35, who 
lived a t  St. Colombin, and who was sentenced to death, 
b u t  to our regret, the  sentence has been commuted to  
transportation for life. Such fiends ought to be p u t  o u t  
of the way for ever. The following facts are found in 
the official report in the  R q m ll iq u e  Fraandse.

The heartless mother, longing for remarriage and find
' ing her only son, eight years old, in her way, poisoned 

him with arsenic paste, known as “ rat-poison,” under cir
cumstances of the  most revolting character. The prose
cution, while bringing out one by one the proofs of h e r  
guilt, showed her a t  the  same time a most pious Roman 
Catholic. The day before the  one she had deliberately 
fixed for poisoning, she took her little Ernest to confession,
“ to prepare him for death,” she said, “ in the way it be
hoved her like a true. Catholic.” < )n the morrow, when the  
poison had been administered to him with her own hands, 
and the child was writhing in the convulsions of his death- 
agony, she despatched one of her neighbours for some 
“ holy water,” and busied herself before the eyes of the  
dying boy and in the  presence of acquaintances with pre
parations for his “ laying out” and funeral. Then, as the u n 
fortunate victim di<l not die fast enough to suit her, she 
pu t  iu his mouth one more dose of poison, and made h im  
swallow it hy shoving it  down his t hroat with her finger. 
Throughout the terrific details of this family drama, th e  
murderess acted with perfect composure1 and without the  
least pang of regret. The neighbours say tha t she herself 
had gone to confession prior to tho deed, ami got absolu
tion from her c u n '  (parish priest) for her intended crime 
by declaring it  in some covert words misunderstood b y  
the priest. Such cases are known to have happened before, 
and iu more than  one instance where the  crime w;is o f  
the  blackest character. Indulgences and written plenary 
remittances of sin in the shape of the Pope’s Indian have 
been found suspended on the  neck of nearly every decapi
ta ted  bandit, professional highwayman and murderer iu 
the ( of Rome. If, then, Popes will remit for 
a  cash consideration any murder, in advance of its com
mission, are we not justified in th inking tha t the jwisoner 
Versserou had also obtained what she accepted as a  valid 
clerical absolution for her prem editated  infanticide ?
“ l.iko master, like man.”

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  a c c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  f e l l o w -  

sliip of the Theosophical Society is a well-known Magis
tra te  and Collector of the  Punjab.

A m o n g  t h e  a r t i c l e s  h e l d  o v e r  f o r  w a n t  o f  r o o m  

is one of interest to Arya Samajists entitled " A Deserter,” 
from the pen of one of our Aryan brothers.
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S. Christian do Sitva, Esq.
3 .  C. Jnynseknrn, Esq., Proctor, Kullu- 

ivella, Galle, Ceylon.
G. Edrcweie, Esq., Secretary, Magnlln 

Reading Room, Point de Gnllc, Ceylon. 
Isnt; Weeresooriyn, Esq., Deputy Coroner, 

Dodandoowa, Ceylon.
Secretary. Saddharmakkriya Dlmr Society,

• Kandy, Ceylon.
Dr. Geo. Wyld, M. D., London.
Mrs. Ann Cooper.
Charles Carleton Massey, Es(|.
Thomas Bickerstafl', Esq.
A. T. Atwood, Esq.
William Vernon, Esq.
Mr. Dales.
R. C. Poole, Esq.
Ilenry Ilood, Esq.
John Corner, Esq.
W. Stainton Closes, Esq.
J .  Burns, Esq., Editor nnd Publisher of 

the “ Medium nnd Daybreak,” London. 
Madnmc do Steiger.
Sir Josiah Mason.
John Yarker, Esq.
Mrs. Edeneor.
Miss M. Hume.
Alphonse You IIofTinnnn, Esq.
E. II. Harrison Green, Esq.
The Rt. Hon., The Lord Borthwick.
Mi-?. Elizabeth Knowles.
Willinm Oxley, Esq.
Walter Moseley, Esq.
R. Palmer Thomas, Esq.
Peter Davidson, Esq., Mornyslitrc, Scot

land.
C. II. Yonder Linden, Esq.
John II. Judge, Esq.
Major-General Abner Duubleday.
Richard Ilartc, Esq.

T. II. Evans, Esq.
Philip P .  Harris, Esq.
Doctor J .  D. Buck, New York, U. States,.

America.
Mordecni D. Evans, Esq.
E. W. Robinson, Esq.
August Gustiim, Esq.
Arthur B. Griggs, Esq.
William 13. Green, Esq.
Chnrles A.-1 Ionian?, Esq.
George V. Maynard, Esq.
Miss F. Ellen Hun-.
Dr. F.. Hartmann, Georgetown, Colordo, 

U. S. America.
Mrs. Cyrus Aldrich.
J .  M. Kelley, Esq.
C. W. Newton, Esq.
Win. II. lloisiiiglon, Esq.
George Wentz, Esq., Police Department, 

Baltimore, U. S. America.
M. A. Cook, Esq.
Dr. T. Docking, M. D.
Merritt Peckham, Esq., Utica, New York,.

U. S. Ainericn.
P. Pallnck, Esq., Virginia City, Nevada, 

IT. S. America.
Dr. Storjohann, Professor of Languages, 

Christiansiiml, Norway.
W. N. Terry, Esq., Melbourne, Australia. 

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

lion. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Impe
rial Councillor, St. Petersburgli, Russia. 

Her Excellency N. A., Fadeyef.
Ditto.

Mrs. E. A. Ladigcusky.
Otho Alexander Esq., Corfu, Greece.
The Rt. Hon., The Couutess of Caithness,.

Nice, France.
M. Paul Gillard, Bach.6s. lettres.
Baron, J .  Spedalicri, Marseille, France. 
The Baroness Alleluia Van Vny, Ganobitz,.

Styria, Austria.
John Peden, Esq.,
Ballymacreely Killinchy, County Down, 

Ireland.
Gustav W. F. Wiese Esq., A.K.C., Wies

baden, Germany.
Peter H. Vander Linden, Esq.
Pandit Shyamji Crishna Varnm, Oxford 

England.
Mrs. 51. J .  Ilollis-Billing.
Joshua Pusey, Esq.
Francis C. Bowman, Esq.
Mrs. William II. Mitchell.
Dr. C. Carter Blake.
G. L. Ditson, Esq., M. D.,
Jno. E. De Witr, Esq.
E. If.  Olcott, Esq.
R. J .  Hayes, Esq.
J .  Scott, Esq.
R. L. Colby, Esq.
T. A. McCurdy, Esq.
Professor G. T. Dollncr.
Professor N. G. Smith. ,
II. H. Priucc S. W.
M. P. G. Lcymaric.
Dr. R. L. Morgau.


