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'T he above is the title of an article printed in the current 
1  number of the New Quarterly Review. A year ago this 

periodical sprang into being, and during its short life of live 
numbers, it has contrived to devote two long Articles to 
Spiritualism. They proceed from the same source, )  perfect
ly unknown and (on this subject) ignorant man. His lucu
brations are only so tar important as they illustrate a phase of 
opinion, and furnish me with an opportunity of placing before 
your readers a picture of current thought in England on the 
subject of Spiritualism. Such a contrast between things as 
they are there depicted, and as they really are, can scarcely 
fail to be of interest to those who study contemporary 
thought in England and America.

A year ago Spiritualism had attained sufficient importance 
to make an article on “  A  Spiritualistic Seance "  an attractive 
item in the programme of a new magazine. People bought 
the book principally, 1 believe, in order to see what would he 
said about a subject which was in everybody's mouth. The 
article turned out to be an account of a sham seance which 
the writer got up for the purpose of deceiving his confiding 
friends, and exposing Spiritualism. His account of what he 
did in the way of preparation, and of what occurred in conse
quence, is sufficiently curious. He had secured the presence 
of a medium, invited five friends tu witness the manifestations. 
Surprising enough these were. Levitation of the table, and 
of one of the company, together with the appearance of a 
full spirit form, are described in graphic language. The effect 
produced on the reader is somewhat marred afterwards by the 
explanation of the means by which these results were ob
tained. It turns out that this enterprising exposer of Spirit
ualistic marvel, in order to show how easily they can be 
produced in any room, in any private house, had mignani- 
mously determined to make an tsepertmentum , r w u  on his 
own tor pus v ill.

| had made," he ingenuously tells us, "  in the room in 
which the seance took place, in tne room next shore, In the

one below, and in the one adjoining it, the following preprrz- 
tions

i. The glass of a mirror was removed and replaced by a 
thin piece of plate glass backed with tin.

I. The lath and plaster wall was pierced behind the mirror, 
and an opening made, 16 inches wide and 22 inches in 
height.

3. A hole 3 inches square was made in the ceiling of the 
room, and over this hole was securely screwed down on the 
ttoor above a windlass with a strong Manilla rope capable o! 

-raising 250 pounds.
4. The bottom of the support on which the table rested 

was bored perpendicularly to a depth of 11 inches, and in this 
a strong triangular steel socket was inserted, j-S ot an inch 
along the face of each side.

5. A hole 3 inches wide was made through the floor and 
opened upon the room below. Three pairs of laths were 
nailed under the carpet, near together, and parallel one with 
another, forming three grooves which terminated w ith a cross
piece. (This was to enable the table to be easily pushed so 
that the hole in the support coincided with the nole ia the 
floor.)

6. In the room below, a pointed, round steel rod, 2 and $-4 
inches in diameter and 18 leet long was fixed upon a platform 
raised several feet from the floor. The upper part of the rod 
fitted into the socket in the support of the table, and the 
whole was worked with a toothed wheel so as to raise and 
lower the table."

This you will probably think is pretty well tor one series of 
preparations, but it was by no means all, according to the 
veracious chronicler. If he is to be believed he bad assist- 
ants in the rooms above and at the side, whose business it 
was to move the table laterally, and to wind up one of the 
party, who was an accomplice, by means o f  the windlass pre
viously described. Nay, more, he had a ghost apparatus 
behind his perforated wall, and a sculptor's model who played 
Spirit, and “  did a materialization."

I have by no means enumerated all the devices which we 
' are asked to believe that this enterprising person planned, ia 

order to deceive his unwary friends. Of course he did de
ceive them. The table ran about in obedience to a pull 
trom the rope, and floated as it was raised by that portentous 
steel bar in the room below. The accomplice was success
fully hoisted, and then suspended from the windlass in the 
room above ; and the ghost walked out in foil spirit drapnry 
as previously arranged. The astounding part of the matter 
is that a man should go through so much to gain so little 1 and 
that, having done so, he should imagine he had exposed Spir
itualism. Such preparations and paraphernalia he pro-aup- 
poses to extol everywhere, when manifestations of spiritual 
phenomena occur. No matter that private dwellings by the 
hundred are the regular scenes o f such phenomena, they are 
all got up for the purpose. No matter that any gentleman 
who tees fit may invite a medium to hia house, and see for 
h im stf inexplicable occurrences. The medium, who arrve*
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S P IR IT U A L IS M  IN EN G LA N D .

■ V  o r *  l ON DON C O * * * Jir o M > R N T , M. A . (O VON).

'I'HE above is the title of an article printed in the current 
1 number of the New Quarterly Review. A  year ago this 

periodical sprang into being, and during its short life of live 
numbers, it has contrived to devote two long Articles to 
Spiritualism. They proceed from the same source, ^ perfect
ly unknown and (on this subject) ignorant man. His lucu
brations are only so far important as thfy illustrate a phase of 
opinion, and furnish me with an opportunity of placing before 
your readers a picture of current thonght in England on the 
subject of Spiritualism. Such a contrast between things as 
they are there depicted, and as they really are, can scarcely 
fail to be of interest to those who study contemporary 
thought in England and America.

A year ago Spiritualism had attained sufficient importance 
to make an article on “ A  Spiritualistic Seance " an attractive 
item in the programme of a new magatine. People bought 
the book principally, I believe, in order to see what would be 
said about a subject which was in everybody's mouth. The 
article turned out to be an account of a sham seance which 
the writer got up for the purpose of deceiving his confiding 
friends, and exposing Spiritualism. His account of what he 
did in the way of preparation, and of what occurred in conse
quence, is sufficiently curious. He had secured the presence 
of a medium, invited five friends to witness the manifestations. 
Surprising enough these were. Levitation of the table, and 
of one of the company, together with the appearance of a 
full spirit form, are described in graphic language. The effect 
produced on the reader is somewhat marred afterwards by the 
explanation of the means by which these results were ob
tained. It turns out that this enterprising exposer of Spirit
ualistic marvel, in order to show how easily they can be 
produced in any room, in any private house, had mignani- 
mously determined to make an trftrim tn h im  c ru tii on bis 
own ttrfu s viU.

| had made," he ingenuously tells us, “  in the room In 
which the seance took (dace, in the room next above, in the

one below, and in the one adjoining it, the following prepara
tions :—

t. Tlie glass of a mirror was removed and replaced by a 
thin piece of plate glass backed with tin.

2. The lath and plaster wall was pierced behind the mirror, 
and an opening made, 16 inches wide and 22 inches in 
height

3. A hole 3 inches square was made in the ceiling of the 
room, and over this hole was securely screwed down on tl,c 
floor above a windlass with a sliong Manilla rope capable of' 

-raising 250 pounds.
4. The bottom of the support on which the taHe rested 

was bored perpendicularly to a depth of n  inches, and in this 
a strong triangular steel socket was inserted, j-8 ot an inch 
aloflg the face of each side.

5. A hole 3 inches wide was made through the floor and 
opened upon the room below. Three pairs of laths were 
nailed under the carpet, near together, and parallel one with 
another, forming three grooves which terminated with a cross
piece. (This was to enable the table to be easil v pushed *0 
that the hole in the support coincided with the hole in the 
floor.)

6. In the room below, a pointed, round steel rod, 2 and 5-4 
inches in diameter and 18 feet long was fixed upon a platform 
raised several feet from the floor. The upper part of the rod 
fitted into the socket in the support at the table, and the 
whole was worked with a toothed wheel so as to raise and 
lower the table.”

This you will probably think is pretty well tor one series of 
preparations, but it w as by no means all, according to the 
veracious chronicler. If he is to be believed he had assist
ants in the rooms above and at the side, whose business it 
was to move the table laterally, and to wind up one of the 
party, who was an accomplice, by means of the windlass pre
viously described. Nay, more, he had a ghost apparatus 
behind hit perforated wall, and a sculptor's model who played 
Spirit, and “  did a materialization.”

I have by no means enumerated all the devices which we 
are asked to believe that this enterprising person planned, in 
order to deceive his unwary friends. Of course he did de
ceive them. The table ran about in obedience to a pull 
from the rope, and floated as it was raised by that portentous 
steel bar in the room below. The accomplice was success
fully hoisted, and then suspended from the windlass in the 
room above ; and the ghost walked out in full spirit draper, 
as previously arranged. The astounding part of the matter 
is that a man should go through so much to gain so little: nod 
that, having done so, he should imagine he bad exposed Spir
itualism. Such preparations and paraphernalia he pre-sup- 
poses to extol every where, when manifestations of spiritual 
phenomena occur. No matter that private dwellings by the 
hundred are the regular scenes of such pheooiwesa. they are 
all got up for the purpose. No matter that any gentleman 
who sees fit may invite a medium to his house, sad see for 
himaoT inexplicable occurrences. The mediae*, eho irrims.
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in plain evening dress, without bag or baggage, has steel bars 
ana phosphorized oil, and hydrogen, and ghost-clothing, and 
windlasses, and ropes, and all the rest of it, in his waistcoat 
pocket. or he has previously obtained access to a house to 
which he did not even know that he was to be invited, and has 
spent two or three hundred pounds in preparing it for the 
purpose of earning two or three guineas. This is what the 
New Quarterly gravely asks its readers to believe. It is 
scarcely credible that a magazine with a character to lose 
should have been found to print such illogical twaddle. The 
maunderings of a lunatic are sane and sensible by compari
son.

On all hands the Article provoked opposition. Though the 
writer was apparently unable to see that such elaborate prep
arations as his, followed by results which could be commanded 
to a certainty, offered no sort of answer to the alleged 
phenomena of Spiritualism ; thinking men, who would tain 
nave found in them a cause for disbelieving, were not satis- 
tied. Neither the New Quarterly writer with his elaborate 
machinery, nor Maskelvm and Cook with their stage appara
tus, proved more than a reality coaid be counterfeited. Spir
itualists, knowing the reality of phenomena, and familiar with 
the fact that they occurred in rooms where no apparatus was 
concealed, and where no preparations had been made, roundly 
denounced the whole thing as a big sham. They did not 
believe it had ever occurred at all in the way described. The 
Windlass and the Steel Bar, the Ghost and the Floating 
Accomplice, were believed to be the offspring of a penny-a- 
liaer's brain. Far from believing that all houses were so 
gutted in order to produce manifestations, they refused to be
lieve that one man had been found foolish enough to pull his 
heuse to pieces and spend his money in order to gull his 
friends ; and they consoled themselves with the reflection that 
even if he had been so absurd, he could find no one to follow 
his example, or to swallow his monstrous deductions from his 
escapade.

A year passed, and the New Quarterly came out with an
other paper from the same contributor. Stung by the way in 
which his previous assertions had been discredited, especially 
by the contemptuous notice of them by Mr. Alfred Wallace, 
F. R. S., in the Fortnightly Review, the anonymous writer of 
October, 1873, avowed himself to be Nathaniel Harness, and 
rushed to the fray once more. The world is not much wiser 
now that Mr. Harness has favored it with his name. Nobody 
ever heard of him before, and the only thing known about 
him now is that he has succeeded in deluding a third-rate 
magazine into publishing some tenth-rale twaddle on a sub
ject of which lie boasts that he is ignorant and intends to 
remain so.

It would be vastly unimportant to the world of Spiritualists 
to inquire what an obscure writer thought of them, nor should 
I have unearthed him from his obscurity, except on the prin
ciple that an illustration serves the purpose of pointing an 
argument.

It is good to have “ an awful example,”  sir : in this light
only I present Mr. Harness and the New Quarterly to your 
readers. He has endeavored, very fruitlessly no doubt, to 
make an example of Mr. Wallace. It is too much to expect 
that so eminent a man will return the compliment: but, as it 
falls in my way, I will so far save him the trouble as to hold 
Mr. Harness upas “ an awful example”  of ignorance, preju 
dice, and folly : a type, a la s ! of many who meddle with 
Spiritualism. When" 1 have presented a brief sketch of 
Spiritualism as Mr. Harness imagines it to be, I propose to 
lay before your readers a more detailed account of the pro
gress and present state of the movement in England, as 1 am 
acquainted with it. In so doing I believe I shall be able to 
record an interesting story, and I shall at least have one ad
vantage over Mr. Harness,— 1 shall know what I am talking 
about. <

£ o h h e s p o js d e f t $ .

AUTUMN.
s

•V W. A. MMfMMf.

\UTUMN has come again with its “  *ere and yellow leaf.” 
The Froet King has touched the hill-tops and the plains 

with his magic wand, and, presto / their garments of beautiful 
green hare been suddenly transformed to a golden tint All 
the vegetable world has shared the same fate ; the whole as
pect o f nature is changed,—the giant oak, as well as the gen
tle flower, has felt the chilly embrace of icy fingers among its 
fibres

According to the will of God, which philosophers call a law 
of the plaoetarv system, our earth has reached a certain point 
io her orbitual round | Autumn has come, and as we look 
forth upon the neighboring landscapes, iFe are forcible im-

Kessed with the uni versa! law of chsnge which pervades all 
e. mind, and matter.

Autumn suggests many themes for reflection and meditation 
prominent among them it reminds us of God’s goodness in 
perpetuating the seasons in their regular succession. The 
tailing leaf suggests the shortness of life and the certain de
cay of all earthly beauty and greatness : while the returning 
sap—the vitality of the tree—is beautifully suggestive of the 
immortality of the soul; for though the trees, to all appear 
ance, will soon be dead, yet when tne warm sunshine of Spring 
sends its vivifying influence down again, they will revive and 
put forth anew their beauties to please and charm our senses.

So with the human soul, when the body moulders to dust, 
to all external appearance, vitality is extinct; vet we are au
thorized to proclaim upon good authority, botn ancient and 
modern, that the “ dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed,” as is vegetation by the succession of sea
sons.

The leaf falls and soon decays, vet the same Power will 
produce more again from the parent stem ; “ so also is the 
resurrection of tne dead,” —it is a continual anastasis. The 
leaf l.*.at falls forms nutriment with other decayed vegetable 
matter for the growth ami perfection of succeeding vegetation ; 
so, as earth’s millions pass through the change called death, 
millions more spring up and are ready to fill tne vacancy, and 
thus generation succeeds generation. The green leaf is 
ephemereal,—only a few months measure its existence as such ; 
so it is with human life, for “  man that is born of woman is of 
few days and full of trouble.”

Autumn is also emblematical of the decline of life when 
we are passing from the prime and vigor of manhood into the 

! riper years of maturity and age, where the winter of death will 
soon overtake us and usher us across the mystical river into 

j the great beyond of fadeless immortality.
Let us then be admonished by the changes of Autumn that 

we may peaceably pass hence and commence anew our march 
onward and upward into those realms where no human frailty 
will obscure our vision or retard our researches into the ar
cana of God’s universe. Let this life be to us a school of 
discipline, to prepare us for eternal and immortal progress ; 
ave, let this life, with all its vicissitudes and numberless 
cnaoges, only point the way to one of greater usefulness and 
knowledge, and we shall not have lived in vain.

Stockton, Tentt.

WHO A R E  T H E  D IR E C T  PR O D U C E R S OF SIMK 
IT U A L  M A N IF E S T A T IO N S ?

“ D E V I L ”  A N D  “ D I A K K A ”  A M iSN O M K R .

. V  D. G . M O G i n .  A L'TH O * O . “  I I L V T U I  PHILOSOPHY.”

* 1 Exacts are stubborn things,”  of which I shall make free 
I  use in substantiating the truthfulness of my position. Tome 

| it seems a well-sustained fact that the majority of spiritual 
manifestations, word communications, materializations, or oth
er phases of the phenomena, are representative rather than 
identical. The representative phases are more prominently 
manifested in the earlier development, in first investigations, 
or in newly formed circles for development. I will give a 
simple example. An intelligent lady visited the “  Fox girls ” 
at the time of the “ Rochester Knockings.”  She asked if her 
infant in the Spirit World was her guardian ; the response be
ing, rap, rap, rap (meaning yes), faintly, as representing the 
meekness of a child. Now, this answer must be considered 
a falsehood, as it would not be consistent that the infant Spirit, 
but a few months in the Spirit World, should so soon become 
capable of acting in the capacity of a guardian angel. This, 
and a thousand other instances, familiar to the investigator, 

J show clearly the unreliableness of spirit communion,—that 
they are but the processes wisely conducted for soul unfoldment. 
The many phases of spirit phenomena embraced by the de
veloping processes are, in my opinion, managed with greater 
wisdom than most investigators are aware o f; and that under 
these processes the general unfoldment of the individual, as 
well as that of spiritualistic principles, is as much in accord
ance with immutable law aa is the growth and development 
of a physical organic form. Angel Missionaries for develop
ments are ever governed by supernal laws, and are not 
biased by mundane intelligence. These laws are beyond the 

j comprehension of mortals, and will be until the proper time 
of the appearance of the buds,—the Unfolding thereof, and 
the maturing of the fru it; which time srill be designated by a 
new epoch,—the advent of a second dispensation of modern 

I Spiritualism. Until the full dawn of this new dispensation, 
as a necessary stimulus 10 an exercise of mundsne intellectu
ality there will be but little other than false communications, 
or s  mixture of truth and error, preparatory to supernal illumi
nation, the revcalmenti of supernal truths, and their divine 
appropriation. Just so king as moral impurity exists within 

' the menu! organism, jnst so long will the developing guardian
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provoke the impure propensities as a means of purification, 
or rather as a means of strengthening the controlling, moral 
attributes of the mind, to enable it to resist or overcome im
moral tendencies or temptation.

As the development of Universal Nature is primarily de
pendent upon antagonistic forces, — sflch as produce the

* ib] '

in the question of identity. The control illustrated by show
that the medium was not wholly under the influence of thr 

spirit band, and that it were possible that some pow
will po

volcano, earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, abrasion by the ocean 
wave, &c.,—so is the human mind developed by analogous 
forces ; these forces or causes are necessarily occult, hidden, 
and mysterious, as are manv of the phenomena of Spiritual
ism. The rocky structure of our earth contains the infinitesimal 
therms or entities that constitute the life and intellectual prin
ciple of all organized forms that exist; therefore, without the 
action of forces that reduce, abrade, and analyze this primeval 
structure, and set free those germinal entities, there would be
nothing out of which life, animated and intellectualized forms, 
could be produced : thus the necessity of these grinding and 
chemical forces, and the consequent destruction or dissolu-
could 1 thus the necessity of these grinding and

tion of the grosser organic forms that already exist to supply 
materials for the creation of forms of a higher scale of intel
lectuality. In like manner are analogous forces brought to 
bear upon the physical organism, and set free the intellectual 
entities that are productive of the mind or intellectual organ
ism of man,—the spiritual counterpart.

Human diseases are among the causes that develop the 
physical organism in many respects ; but more particularly is 
the mental organism and human understanding benefited 
thereby.

All these calamitous, abrading, and chemical destructive 
processes in Nature, and causes of suffering in general, are 
either the results of immutable law, or are directed in ac
cordance with divine wisdom bv angel missionaries, as neces
sary to general development. *The wrath of deity, the gratifi
cation of His Satanic Majesty, devils, and “ diakka,” have 
no part or lot in the matter. All events, circumstances, and 
conditions are in every respect in exact accordance with the 
designs of Omnipotent Deity ; therefore all antagonism in 
Nature and causes of suffering are unavoidable, except as will 
be hereafter explained under the head of “  Free Agency.”

Angel missionaries, then, do not cure diseases, forewarn of 
danger, or relieve human suffering, in any way without com
mands from supernal courts or disobeying a divine law. The 
exceptions (the relief of suffering by spirit power) are iust 
sufficient to prove the fact that Spirits have the power to do 
these things, yet they do not. The orthodox creed teaches 
that Christ has power to forgive sins and relieve all human 
suffering; yet it does not explain satisfactorily the reason 
why he does not do it. The Spiritualistic creed teaches that 
Spirits can do even “ greater wondeis than these,” though it 
fails to explain the facts of failure.

werful mind
in the audience could so exert itself in the will power that it 
could convey its ideas to the mind of the medium in a timi 
lar manner, as the psychologist does to that of the subject 
The control showeef the similarity l>etween the two operations, 
and described the phenomena of spirit control.

In answer to the question, it should be said, you cannot 
tell. “  I f the communication is of a high and superior order, 
or if it is above the reasoning faculty of the audience, then 
you have your answer ; it is not the one who communicates, 
but the words that are spoken ; if you feel your mind in har 
niony with the vibrations, then you can feel you have a com 
mumcation from the world of causes.”

The third question presented was, “  Are all mediums, as 
generally supposed, protected by a guide or band of Spirits 1 
If so, can any other, spirit or spirits except those belonging 
to the band, control the said medium except with the consent 
and knowledge of their protecting band or guides ? If they 
can. what protection has the undeveloped medium against evil 
spirits who may wish to control for their own gratification ? ” 

They do not; and now that we make this assertion, it ma . 
appear dogmatic ; you may not assent to it, for it is a favorite 
thought with some to think that a particular one walks with 
each individual. It would be the deepest of nuisances if am 
one spirit out of the M f  should be obliged to follow, a: a 
times and in all places, tfie individual in earth life. And it 
would be a great injury to the individual ; for he must live 
and learn through his own experiences ; he must not l*c 
guided and guarded always ; he must not always be im^jressed

ha*
and showed that

he must use his own judgment, his oarn powers, and bear the 
weight of his own errors. The control illustrated. “  Heeight

1 given his angels charge concerning thee,' 
great law regulated spirit communion.
Some had one, some many, some none ; but a"ci

and guardianship 
but a cry for help

from the spirit world found a more sure response than it did

“  W. A.,”  Memphis. T enn.—Yes. there is a case of direct 
spirit letter-writing in the llible. We refer you to.tlie second 
book of Chronicles xxi. 12 ; see also Josephus’ “  Antiquity of 
the Jews,”  book ix. ch. v. sec. 2. Chronologers and historians, 
we believe, dale the receipt of this letter some years after the 
translation of Elijah.

A S I ’ IK IT  LESSO N .
S P IR IT U A L  M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .— M E D IU M S .— T H E  H U M A N  SO U L.

' P h e  B o s t o n  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ’  Union had a  crowded evening 
1  session, last Sunday evening, the President, H. S. Wil

liams, presiding.
Miss Lizzie Doten, being called as the medium, prefaced by- 

saying it was with her an entirely new experiment: she im
mediately passed into a trance, and of several questions the 
following was first considered: “  Are spirit manifestations 
inevitable because of existing natural law s; or, are they gov
erned by authority and sent for a purpose ?’’

“  They are both,” said the control: “  the natural law would 
be the authority for the manifestation ; the natural law would 
also be the spiritual law ; there are no natural laws which have 
not the expression of a spiritual power behind them, conse
quently all spiritual manifestations come from a world of 
causes. Spiritual manifestations belong to the great law of 
progress of the human race. The divine must ever find ex
pression through all its human instruments.”  The control 
here showed how some manifestations might not be directly 
traced to spiritual power ; it showed how different mediums 
had different influences, and how the manifestations through 
them were governed by the development of tire medium and 
surrounding conditions,—the higher the mediums the more 
perfect the expression; behind all this is the divine law.

“  Admitting that all persons are more or less mediumistic, 
and consequently subject to the influence of mind, how may 
we be able to d/itrm iut whether we are controlled by minds 
of the embodied or of the dkr-embodied } ”

This cannot be determined in the present development of 
the human mind. It it all spirits whether in nr out of the 
body. If you could determine an individuality, it might aid

in the material world. The spirit guide or teacher, if he was 
able, would keep out bad spirits if the medium perfected the 
conditions; it is a mistake to suppose that the spirits ha.e 
unlimited power. An individual's own will, his habit and man
ner of living, "determined the manner of spirits that should 
be about him. Make yourself pure and good spirits will con
trol you against ail the devices of hell.”

The fourth question presented was, "  At what period <»c 
Gestation does the Human embryo become an ItutiinJum ct 
tityor Livin g So u lt ”

The control now changed ; the question, it said, would form 
the subject for a long discourse. It would define spirit, and 
say that all things are in form with the will of the Divine Mind . 
thereis not a grain of sand but that it has a soul. As man has 
progressed from lower creatures, he has taken unto himsel: 
the soul of all things, and these in turn consist of organized 
atoms. This atom, a simple divisible atom in this u n iv e r s e  
is as infinitely little, as incomprehensible to the mind, as is in 
finite greatness. But this small atom has a soul, and this 
can be conjoined to another : it possesses the properties of e« 
pansion and contraction, positive and negative, attraction and 
repulsion. All these terms are synonymous. We will s e l e c t  
attraction and repulsion which are the properties of a common 
bar-magnet, by which we can best illustrate. Every- atom is 
positive and negative,—is a magnet attracting and r e p e l l i n g  

each other.
The spirit o f the man exists before conception ; this i s  

what was meant when it was said “  he lived and was yet in the 
j loins of his ancestors before conception.”  The atom of sand 

has a soul, because it has impressed upon it all the history of 
the past. As spiritual science progresses, it will demonstrate 
this truth so elaborately that you will easily see iL  Place this 
grain of sand under the proper conditions for development 
and it will become a human soul: this little atom is immortal 

The control now explained the relations between the anato
my of the physical and spiritual bodies,—between the upper 
and lower brain, the top and bottom of the spinal column in 
the physical of either father or mother,—and the positive sad
negative qualities of the spiritual. It traced from cause to 
effect, giving a most careful and clear statement. The spirit, 
ual was compared to the magnet which might be divided and 
subdivided in smallest atoms, and each was complete is  itsel:. 
—positive and negative. It showed how a soul, prevented 
from coming to maturity, developed in the spirit world. -  It 
was a grave misfortune that should never occur ; it was a sin 
against the Holy G host; not forgiven in this world nor in the 
world to come, that this spirit should be sent back in us de
velopment." Both father and mother would be held respor- 
sible. The soul exists and is working on its way. but >t * 
more truly a human soul after it has passed the quickening 
peroid.

In closing, the control exhorted it hearers to make tHe r 
bodies the temples of harmony in order that it should he ix- 
ceptive to the influx of the Divine Mind.

An exhibition of mind reading by Dr Storer, ami a tr ince 
address by him, closed an interesting meeting
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f l ip T O R ic y u  a n d  P h il o s o p h ic a l .

[For ihc Sci«nti»i ]

S P IR IT U A L  D E V E L O P M E N T S  IN  T H E  ROMAN 
C A TH O LIC  CH U RCH .

• V  I .  N . w . T O O H IV .

Catholic  ism , like other expressions of the religious sense, 
• u  the development of time And circumstances, not the 

revelation of an hour. It commenced with the moralism and 
spirit manifestations of more primitive times, enlarging its 
more practical and political aspects “  by a compromise with 
Paganism." Good faith supported the former ; worldly wis
dom suggested the latter,—that the two might be one. Prot
estant writers consider this union “  the corruption of Chris
tianity," and one of the causes o f the decline and fall of an
cient civilisation. But this conception of the causation of 
history is party colored and in conflict with the more reliable 
conclusions of scholarship in modern times ; which proves it 
was the revival, mot the corruption, of the religious sense, and 
the beginning of that larger revolution destined to appear in 
after ag e s : the fresher thought seeking a fitter expression 
than it had foimd in the more primitive developments of Pal
estine, Greece, and Rome. For here, and now, as heretofore, 
the gods, angels, and spirits continued to influence h u m a n  be
ing in the interests of (to them) “  manifest Destiny ”  and the 
world's civilization. The proof of this is, that “  a belief in 
the existence of the soul after death was indicated in a ll peri
ods of the history of Greece and Rome, by the fact that they 
were always accustomed to address prayers to the Spirits of 
their ancestors when overwhelmed with trouble or about to 
undertake any important enterprise. They likewise offered 
sacrifices for the benefit of the dead, and performed such 
games at their tombs as they most delighted in while living 
upon this earth.” *

Naturally enough the leaders and peoples of those nations 
were compelled to keep fast hold of the traditions of ancient 
thought, and recast the best associations of the Old in the 
growing interests of the new faith. “  I have already (says a 
well-informed writer) alluded to the fact that the Church, while 
struggling for supremacy, and after that supremacy was won, 
but not yet fully assured, had the worldly wisdom to compro
mise with Paganism. When it took possession of the Pagan 
temples, it adopted the accustomed holy days, the priestly 
vestments, the altar, the incense, the chanted ritual, and even 
a semblance of the sacrifice. The deification, which Paul 
and Barnabas had rejected with horror at Lystra, was com
placently acquiesced in. The beneficent attributes of Pagan 
gods and heroes were transformed with their shrines to Chris
tian saints. The Mater Dolorosa took the place of the mourn
ing Ceres ;^he Virgin and Child were substituted for Iris and 
Horus ; and the Beloved Physician wa*worshiped in the stead 
of Aisculapius.”

“ S t. P e te r 's  key s s  christened Jo v e  adorn,
A n d  P an  to M oses bends h is P agan  h orn .”

Even Pagan literature was pressed into the service of the 
Church. A  treatise, still extant, attributed to the Emperor 
Constantine, appeals to the oracles of the Sibyls, and to the 
famous fourth Eclogue of Virgil as the Gentile prophecies of 
the coming of the Saviour.” f

This “ worldly wisdom ” went even further, and Christian 
men, in their seal to save the sinking fortunes of religious au
thority, “  did not scruple to become heathen priests." More, 
it was no uncommon practice for Christians to accept of hea
then priesthoods,—a practice that continued in force until the 
Council of Etma. in the beginning of the fourth century, put an 
end to such usages,} aad this, too, in the presence of great 
danger and possible persecution.Take, by way of illustration, and the better to sense this 
worldly policy, the introduction and use of “ holy water ” into 
the Church, now aad for centuries so necessary an appendage 
to every place of Roman Catholic worship. Platina and other 

* “  ■' *— ‘ "  “  ‘ * , who is

ut the year 113 . But this is considered 
since the primitive fathers speak of it as 
lenish, ana condemn it as impious and

said to have lived about the \ 
a mistake as to time, since I 
a custom purely heathenish, 

j detestable. Justin Martyr says (Apol. i. p. 91 : E d it Theillei 
[ “  that it was invented by demons (Spirits), in imitation of the 
j true baptism signified by the prophets : and the Emperor Ju l

ian, out of spite to the Christians, ordered the victuals in the 
markets to be sprinkled with ‘ holy water,’ on purpose either 
to sUrve them or force them to eat what, by their own princi
ples, they esteemed pollution. Add to this the fact that, un- 

j  der the Pagan Emperors, the use o f incense, for any purpose, 
was thought so contrary to the obligations of Christianity that, 
in their persecutions, the very method of trying and convicting 
a Christian was by requiring him only to throw the least grant 
of it into the censor or on the altar : ” * and two points are

Iiroved,—first, that “  holy water ”  and “  incense ”  were in use 
ong before the Christians adopted them ; and, second, that 
| the Christians, in adopting them, so far conformed to the usa- 

j ges of pagan won -ipers ; and this worship, as already stated.
! consisted in part in praying to Spirits, and otherwise venerat

ing the souls of their ancestors.
motive for this conformity, op the part of the Chris-

authors ascribe iu  introduction to Pope Alexander I,

•  N i t  Child's Proem s of Religious Ideas.
_ t  W . p .  C lark  is  M acm illaa 'a  M agazin e, lor J s ly ,  t t y s ,  p . 17 3 ,  A rticle,

I W o rk , (or authorities, Vol. I .  J  149
The M iddle A ges

n g  th e

tians, was a good one, and grew out of the reforming spirit of 
| the times. For Rome was demoralized, and its society was 

spiritually sick. “  The concentration of power and the in
crease of immorality proceeded with an equal step. In its 
earlier ages, the Roman dominion was exercised by a few 
thousand persons ; then it passed into the hands of some 

\ score of families ; then it was sustained for a moment by in- 
I dividuals ; and at last was seized by one man, who became the 

master of one hundred and twenty millions. As the process 
went on, the virtues which had adorned the earlier times 
disappeared, and in the end were replaced by crimes such as 
the w orld  had never before witnessed, and never will again.

| An evil day is approaching when it becomes recognized in a 
j community that the only standard of social distinction is wealth.
I That day was soon followed in Rome by its unavoidable con- 
[ sequence,—a government founded upon two domestic ele- 
I meats, corruption and terrorism. No language can describe 

the state of that capital after the civil wars. The accumula
tion of power and wealth gave rise to a universal depravity. 
Law ceased to be of any value. A  suitor must deposit a 

| bribe before a trial cduld be had. The social fabric was a 
| festering mass o f rottenness. The people had become a 

populace ; the aristocracy was demoniac ; the city was a 
hell." t

The correction and possible cure of such national and so- 
I cial disfigurements as these were incentive enough to move 

any person susceptible of human emotion. They did move 
both Spirits and men, and convinced them that a change must 
come, or the nation must die. Paul and the Roman Chris- 

j tians were so impressed and convinced by the disorders of the 
j times, and they spake as they were moved, by what to them 
I was a “  holy Spirit,”  and for a holy purpose.} And the re- 
I forming spirit spread, until heathen and Christian worked to-

fether for the purification of the nation’s morals and manners.
’his union continued until the Roman Catholic Church ob- 

I tained the supremacy. ‘ Then a change came to the spirit and 
| purposes of the leaders of that Church, and the policy was 
j henceforth "hostile to all that savored of Pagan antiquity,
! whether in religion, literature, or art. Sallust, Cicero, Livy.

Virgil, Terence, Horace, had been the text-books in every 
| school. There was very little in these authors from which 
I the most perverse ingenuity could extract an ecclesiastical 
j moral, so the Church never rested till they were superceded 
j by Augustine and Pendentius Gregory the Great (590-604,
I A.D.) fulminated his anathemas against the Pagan literature, 
j and is said to have scattered to tne winds what remained of 

the Palatina library founded by Augustus. In the eyes of the 
devout churchman, the gods of the heathens had become evil 
demons, and the heathen books, which recognized their divin
ity, were to be consigned to the flames as impious and beriti- 
caL” f

Two phases of spiritual development thus far follow the 
growth of Catholicism,—first, the spirit of cooperative kind
ness and tolerance that placed its priests among the Pagan 
worshipers, and made its coming the grand promise of a truly 
Catholic reviva l of all that was better and best in religion ; 
second, the spirit of supremacy that destroyed the hopes and 
expectations of those earlier labors ; that brought back bar
barism to religion and the Dark Ages to history, leaving 
little beyond the memories of the few sainted ones to 
dispel tlie general gloom. To those lights and shades of 
individual and mediumistic life, humanity turns for possible 
compensation and relief.

(T O  B E  C O H T W IJK D .)

•  S ee  B u c k le 's  Post hum us W orks for authorities. V ol. I {  144 . 
t  F o r  further detail ol R om an sec re t), sec Prut. J .  W . D ra p e r 's  In te l

lectual D evelopm ent, Ike., p . 1S7 . 
t R om an s i. ats-yr.
I  I have had  to m ake acknow ledgem ent to W  G  C lark  a lread y , but I 

do so  again , hoping bia papers on "  T h e  M iddle A g e s ,"  B e . ,  m ay be mere 
generally known.
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T H E  D E L IG H T S  A N D  CO N SO LA TIO N S OF S P IR 

IT U A L  IN TERCO M M U N IO N .

W ASHINGTON IiiviNG, near the close of his life, made the fol
lowing acknowledgements : “  What could be more consol

ing than the idea that the souls of those we once loved are per
mitted to return and watch over our welfare ? that affectionate 
and guardian spirits sat by our pillows when we slept, keep
ing a vigil over our most helpless hours ? that beauty and 
innocence which had languished into the tomb, yet smiled 
unseen around us, revealing themselves in those blessed dreams 
wherein we live over again the hours of past endearments ? 
A belief of this kind would, I should think, be a new incen
tive to virtue, rendering us circumspect, even in our most 
secret moments, from the idea that those we once loved and 
honored were invisible witnesses of all our actions.

44 It would take away, too, from that loneliness and destitu
tion which we are apt to feel more and more as we get on in 
our pilgrimage through the wilderness of this world, and that 
those who set forward with us lovingly and cheerily on the 
journey have one by one dropped away from our side. Place 
the superstition in this light, and I confess I should like to be 
a believer in i t  I see nothing in it that is incompatible with 
the tender and merciful nature of our religion, or revolting to 
the wishes and affections of the heart.

41 There are departed beings that I have loved as I never 
shall love again in this world, that have loved me as I never 
again shall be loved. I f such beings do ever retain in their 
blessed spheres the attachments they have felt on earth, if 
they take any interest in the poor concerns of transient mor 
tality, and are permitted to hold communion with those whom 
they loved on earth. I feel as if now, at this deep hour of 

^night, in this silence and solitude, I could receive their vlsi 
tation with the most solemn but unallayed delight."

PH R EN O LO G Y DO ES NOT SU P P O R T  M A T E R I
A L ISM .

Henry W illiam  D kwhurst, F.M .W .S.. thus vindicates 
Phrenology from the charge of leading to and supporting 

Materialism : 44 The opponents of Phrenology have charged
this science with propagating the doctrine of Materialism, 
which is not the case ; and, therefore, to refute it, I will 
relate the opinions of the ancients who actually believed the 
soul to have a material existence in the brain. Among whom 
I may mention Solomon, St. Paul, the fathers of the Church, 
heathen philosophers, and most Christian moralists. Some 
call the soul the power by which the body grew and was 
maintained, and supposed it to be diffused in every limb and 
artery, in every atom of which we are composed. Some di
vided the soul,*and allotted to its parts different regions, 
analogous to its particular functions in those parts ; placing 
some of it in the thorax, some in the alnlomen, some in one 
part of the head and some in another. Pythagoras and Plato 
fixed it in the brain ; the Stoics and Aristotle in the heart ; 
Eristratus in the maninges ; Herophi'us in the great ventri
cles of the brain ; Serveto in the aqueduct of Sylvius ; 'Su- 
ranti in the third ventricle ; Van Helmont in the stomach ; 
Descartes in the piveal gland ; Schellhammer at the origin 
of the spinal marrow ; Drelincourt in the crrelwllum ; Lan
cia! n the corpus collosum, or in the great commissure ; 
Willis in the corporia striata; Viensseus in the centrum 
ovale ; Ackermann in what he calls the unneshitgrl or tul>er- 
cles of the senses; Psorri in a very subtle fragrant juice, 
which, according to him, is found to exist in the brain

44 All these ridiculous theories only prove that we are unac
quainted with the soul, or its residence ; and every system of 
philosophy has attached to it some material organ. Yet, 
none ol them are accused with materialism ; and why then 
should phrenologists, who have attempted no bolder charge 
than merely to proclaim what are the innate faculties of man, 
and what are the organs by means of which they act. be 
falsely accused of saying that the soul is matter. They 
never made such an assertion anv more than anatomists, who 
tell us that motion depends on the apparatus of nerves and 
muscle*. sav that motion is matter. In the phrenological 
doctrines, there is not a tenet which alters the position either 
of fatalism or maUrialism ; and yet futile nimds accuse us of 
wishing to establish loth these heresies.-’—A GmM to Hu
man ami Compa* attve Phrenology.

Modern  S piritualism  teaches us ihat not only are those 
who have passed away not dead, in the sense in which that 
term is usually employed, but that they still take an interest 
in the concerns of those that they left behind, and still cling 
closely in the bonds of affections to those they loved on 
earth.
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£ p iHit  J e a c h i^ q ?.

J ust as a man seeks, so he finds.
T here is a habitation in spiritual life for each soul.
T he good man goes where he can give light and receive 

light from others.
Poets believe themselves to lie inspired, though the rest >t 

mankind may not recognize it.
T he meaning of the resurrection is the separation <>| the 

spiritual body from the earthly I tody.
All souls are going forward towards the light, ever upward*, 

and onwards to truth, all are traveling onwards, nearer to our 
Father God.

If a man seek only for amusement, he will meet with spirits 
who care for nothing else, and lie will in the end be disgusted 
with what they do and say.

T he process called death is simply tl»e separation of the 
spiritual body from the physical.—the separation of the grosser 
from the finer parts of man s nature.

T he nature of the spiritualfAh is different from the sul>- 
stance of the material body. Jffid the spirit does not at an\ 
time require it again for its existence.

Always going on with eternity before us. ages and ages or 
eternity yet to lie unfolded, and when these are past, (here 
are ages and ages of eternity still to come.

O f R governing laws are retribution for evil doers ; com pen 
sation for those w ho have lived and labored for good.—com 
pensatinn and retribution working as divine and eternal la* '

Spiritualism repudiates the theological heaven and hell 
It points out a heaven ami hell which answers more effective
ly 'he needs of humanity than ever the theological heaven 
and hell can do.

T here are those who from infancy have gift of spiritual 
vision ; to uplift the eye beyond the grosser sense of time and 
space, and gaze awhile where angels in their place perform 
their holv deeds and live their lives.

If you wish to learn what is truly the condition of tho*c 
who have passed away after living well their earth-life, you 
have only to seek for yourselves, and in each household will be 
found a medium who will enable you to meet those who are 
sent to you to instruct you and lead you upward.

W hatever constitutes the surroundings of a man’s spirit
ual life is palpable. For instance, if he has followed on earth 
a line of exalted conduct, having upright lofty thoughts and 
noble impulses, he must have arraved himself in the fibre 
and tissue of these thoughts. It is these which constitute the 
spiritual existence, ami if they be lovely, the soul is arrayed 
in loveliness ; if dark and sordid, the soul is arraved in shad
ow and darkness.

W hen the 4bul leaves the external body, it is still clothed 
with the thoughts of its earthly life, and every aspiration of 
prayer, of holy desire, are interwoven into his spiritual breth
ren ; and the angels ami souls disenthralled from the material 
body see him. not as you do on earth. Init as be is in spiritual 
nature, adored, exalted, uplifted, and crowned by the deed' 
and words of his cartblv life, and his habitation is compose*, 
of just such thoughts as those his life on earth has vouchsafed 
him to feel.

T here are three distinctive states comprehended by human 
being,—(I) The terrestrial heavens, or the atmosphere sur
rounding the earth, the abode of the lower order of spirits. 
(2) The interstellar heavens, or those heavens removed from the 
distinctive atmosphere of the earth, and inhabited by spirits 
who approach the earth and hold converse with human beings 
(j) Beyond these the celestial spheres, in which exist those 
celestial angels, beings of love, some who have never perhaps 
lived on earth, and some who have risen from it with great 
radiancy and glory. What lies bevood these, only those know 
who have absolute contact with Divine Mind, and whose vi
brations would be lost in contact with the material universe

If a man. with earnest filth in God and goodness, seek to 
find truth, and. having lound it. to use it for good ends, he wili 
be led by our IamxI into the most gioriou' realms, and he * 
meet there the Angels round the Eternal Throne He will in 
time be permitted not only to communicate, but will have hi' 
own spirit raised to a state of bl*s* and glory even while still 
in the body, and he will dwell conscious in our world and in

Crs at once. This is what is meant by the promised m 
lium, and when it tvas come to pass the words of Chnst 
come true.—44 He that liveth and believeth on me shall never 

die." This is what we are earnestly trying to bring about, 
and each of you on earth can help by seeking to meet us to 
the spirit we have portrayed. This is what was meant In Pe
ter when he said, 44 What manner of persons ought ye to be i 
all holv conversation and godliness, looking for xrA hasuma^ 
unto the coming of the day of God ? ” and by John, in Reve 
lations. when he ejaculated, 44 Amen ! even so, come. Lord 
Jesus."
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A correspondent, who exits himself a materialist, in the 
Boston Investigator, writes “a word or two on Spirits,” 
in which he advances the same old materialistic arguments 1 
against Spiritualism ; but there is one error more glaring 
than the rest, and even the editor of the Investigator is 
not entirelv free from it in some of his theories. “ As 
Spirit and God," says this writer, “ have neither a brain 
nor a body, what tan they be ? ” This query partakes 
more of the nature of an assertion than assumption, and, 
as a materialist professes to know nothing of Spirit, he 
certainly is ignorant of its qualities or attributes, except 
as he may have learned of them from those whose prov
ince it is to advance such information ; consequently we 
infer that the editor of the Investigator and his able cor
respondent labor under the impression that Spiritual 
Philosophy supports the supposition that “ Spirit has no 
brain or body.” Those most capable of giving informa
tion,—“ Spirits out of the flesh,"—however, affirm to the 
contrary, and we are told that there is a spiritual body 
and, of course, a spiritual brain.

This w riter is a fair sample of many of the so-called Ma
terialists : they have attended one or two spiritual seances, 
barely possible humbugs, or at best the lower order of 
physical manifestations. Having done this, they feel 
themselves fully acquainted with the Spiritual Philosophy, 
and are competent to discuss Materialism vs. Spiritual
ism.

The editor of the Investigator, in another portion of | 
the same issue, says, “ It is contrary, we think, to the un- 
varying order of Nature, which, as it renders mind de
pendent upon matter, teaches us that mind cannot exist 
independent of matter; ” and, again, another correspon
dent says, “ I am of the same opinion as yourself, that 
mind cannot exist outside of matter.”

These materialistic writers talk of Matter when they 
know nothing of it'; they attempt to determine for Spirit
ualists what Spirit is, or cannot be, and whether it is ma
teria] or immaterial. We suggest that they give their at
tention to Matter, and define for themselves, and for Spir
itualists also, who very much desire to know, what Matter 
is.

The two leading spiritual papers in America (we are 
modest now, and refer to the Banner and K. P. Journal) 
reprint Robert Dale Owen's article from the Atlantic 
Monthly. Candidly we do not see what there is novel in 
his experience, or why it should be considered of so much 
nsportance We doubt if the Atlantic solicited this com
pilation, or if it would have been published by them if 
any other name had been sent in as its author: else it is

inconsistent; for not more than two months ago, i f  we 
are correctly informed, it refused a paper from a gentle
man, whose experience is as long and varied, and whose 
position is as worthy o f respect, though his name is not 
as familiar,— because “  the managers had decided to avoid 
the Spiritual question.”  These writers with a name, which 
spiritual papers have helped to make, take their wares to 
another market when they have attained prominence, and 
with their novelties try to feed that taste which should find 
its food in papers better fitted to furnish it. Come, Broth
ers Colby and Jones, you’ve got more money than the 
Sc ie n t is t  has ; put on foot some enterprise that will 
*' wake up "  these heavy monthlies and lively dailies which 
arc dickering i, Spiritualism. .

M YSTERY yE K S l/S  SCIENCE.

IT is now familiar knowledge with scientific readers that the 
deductive method of reasoning is more natural to the 

religiously educated than the scientific mind, and that the 
former will be made to support conclusions non-logical to the 
latter. And so well is this getting to be understood, that 
many thoughtful writers had concluded that the theological 
press would not venture on another illustration of its chronic 
weakness. But they have been mistaken, and all prophecy 
on this subject must end in disappointment, so long as the 
logic of “  the other world ”  is introduced into and made to 
account for the phenomena and government of this. In prool, 
see how seriously the Kev. Daniel Steele, D. D., labors to 
keep dualism in nature and mystery in the most familiar 
things. He says, in a sermon reported in the Boston Daily 
News, Oct. 17, 1874,—

“  Matter itself is as great a puzzle as mind, and their exis
tence and reciprocal action in one organic form is a greater 
mystery still. Every atom, insect, plant, is begirt with mys
teries. We tread every moment on problems which have baf
fled the scrutiny of all the generations. Science is only a 
grouping of mysteries into classes. Sir Isaac Newton's 
great discovery, suggested by the falling apple, was only the 
classification of the moon with the apple, as both were bound 
by the same mysterious chain, which we must be content in 
naming not with knowing—the power of gravitation. After 
philosophers have made this confession of ignorance, after 
science has stood for ages confounded in the presence of 
Nature, she certainly appears very awkward when she in
trudes into the deep problems of Revelation. One would 
think that the unsolved problems of science would have 
troubled them so that they would have been willing to take 
by faith great truths relating to spirit, as they do those re
lating to matter.”

It forms no part of the present writing to analyze the par
tial truth, no truth, and positive misstatement of the above, 
but two observations may claim a moment’s attention. First, 
no thoughtful person will wonder at the amount of ignorant 
mystery there is in the average thought of the times, consid
ering the many ag»s the world of mind has been under the 
lutalage of men of like convictions to the Kev. Mr. Steele ; 
second, that no better illustration of the unfitness of such 
men for the offices of leaching could by furnished, than the 
above .statement, for it misrepresents the method, logic, and 
conclusion of modern science on taking anything for 
granted, no matter how well-solver it may appear to be e s 
tablished ; for, as Huxley expresses it, “  The man of science 
lias learned to believe in justification, not by faith, but by verb 
fication ”  (Lay Sermons, p. 18).

AN E X P O S E  EX P O SE D .
A N O T H E R  A C C O U N T  O F T H E  B L I S S F I K L D  S E A N C E S .

T he following letter will throw some light on 'hr para
graphs which have recently gone the rounds of the press, 
claiming that the Philadelphia mediums had been detected in 
an imposition at Blissfield.
To!hr Editor o f tkr Spiritual Scientist,—

t hanks for s copy of your paper. A> a rule we never pay 
any attention to newspaper reports attacking our character or 
mediumship. But the trashy stuff emanating from Bliaafield 
Orthodox Ku-Klux ia so palpably inconsistent, contradictory 
and void of truth, as to betray its authors as a set of Canati -
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cal bigots. No right-thinking or honest Spiritualist will for a 
moment consider it worthy of belief.

The facts are as follows : During the latter part of last 
July (after nearly five months of incessant labor, some days 
giving three private seances at 4, 8, and 10 P. M.) we decided 
to visit some of Mrs. Holmes’ relatives in Blissfield. The 
object was twofold,—to rest; from our labors and make a 
family visit. This arrangement was broken into about three 
weeks after our arrival in Blissfield. As soon as it was 
noised about that we were there, the Spiritualists of the ad- 
joiningjowns and cities insisted on having a seance. One 
was given, and then the pressure was so great that we were 
obliged to give others. As those who attended came princi
pally from abroad, the curiosity and jealousy of the Bliss- 
fielders were fearfully aroused. Thev could not stand this 
new innovation. The enemy was in tficir midst and must In 
put down, right or wrong.

Measures were at once started whereby we should l>e driv
en out of the place instanter. All of the worst element of 
the town was enlisted, headed by the sheriff and his posse, 
and plans set on foot to effectually break up the holding of 
seances. The house was surrounded and the streets pa
trolled, stones thrown at those who passed in or out, hooting, 
yelling, followed by the pretended capture of a boy in girl s 
attire, or girl in bov’s attire, or botn  ̂with many other such 
absurd stories, none of which were true in any particular, as 
no person was produced to prove it. Some nights the fences 
around the premises would be black with the rowdy element, 
all of whom were bent on mobbing us. But we were not to 
be intimidated by a rabble, having “ been there before,” 
especially in the manufacturing districts of England, and also 
during a pioneering trip in the extreme West and South. 
We closed the house the best we could, and successfully gave 
our seances for nearly two months. The consequence was, 
that the churches immediately commenced a protracted, or a 
distracted, meeting. The bells were rung at a fearfnl rate, 
and sermons on Spiritualism, the Devil, &c., were the order 
of the day.

Respecting Mrs. White, Mrs. Black. Mrs. Green, or the 
Adrian lady, we know nothing. Whatever took place outside 
the house auring the seances, we certainly were not accounts 
ble for, yet real or imaginary transactions outside were con
nected with our circle by the l>eseigers.

The press throughout the land were only too eager to take 
up the cry of “  another expose,” each °ne touching it up 
a little, until finally the whote appeared rather too highly 
colored to l>e accepted by any honest mind as bearing any 
truth whatever. We are now |>ermanently located here, and 
are holding circles each evening with as much success as 
ever, notwithstanding many so-called Spiritualists are try- 
ing to predjudice the public mind against us. But the worst 
feature of all is the bitter op|x>sition and jealousy of mediums, 
many of whom are disposed to deny the right of all other 
mediums in their midst. This state of affairs is truly deplor
able and intolerant. This has been our experience in nearly 
every place we have located. Sorrv to say it is so.

Again thanking you for a copy of your promising journal, 
and the kindly notices therein, and wishing you great success, 

I remain yours fraternally.
N elson Holm es.

A PR O PH EC Y F U L F IL L E D .

\ T a public seance held last Sunday evening, at 30 Knee- 
land street, there was a gathering of about thirty per

sons, among whom was a friend of Colonel Cowdin. During 
the seance, the Colonel controlled, and the friend said, “  By 
the wav Colonel, let us know about the election, now you are 
here ; ”  to which the Colonel replied, “  You can bet your last 
dollar that Gaston is elected.”  “ Go on, Colonel, now you are 
about it,” continued the friend. He then said. “  Banks and 
Pierce will be elected. A Democratic candidate will beat 
Butler, who will stay at home, and Massachusetts will go 
Democratic by a large majority.”

E D IT O R IA L  PA R A G R A PH S.
The Banner, this week for its Spiritual Phenomena, re

print* Robert Dale Owen’s article in the Atlantic Monthly ; 
Memphis, Tenn., in the persons of Mr. and Mrs. T. W. 
Miller, of that place, has two physical mediums, who present 
the more common phases of materialization. Under Free 
Thought we noticed 44 The Battery as a Means of Develop
ment,”  the corres|»ondent, having experimented, recommends 
44 the skillful and judicious use of terrestrial electricity as a 
powerful aid in bridging the two world*.”  The writer merely 
notea the result of the battery, but does not contribute any
thing to enlighten the reader on his most important qualifi
cation, 44 its skillful and judicious use.”  A 44 Spiritualist’s

deathbed,” is more apt to attract attention of those i mined- 
ately interested than that of the casual reader; the leading 
article is on “ The Ritualism Question.” The editor thinks 
“  they arc more attentive to the acquisition and use of power 
and authority than to the advancement of spiritual truth and 
their own conduct proves it,”  and asks, “ Is It not time that 
judgment should come upon the earth and the power of the 
spiritual re-assert itself, when all things are thus hardening 
and Incoming encrusted in authority in every imaginable 
lorm ? ”  The Worcester Spy’s editorial and Dr. Chikis* cor
respondence. add interest to the Katie King question. The 
Message Department, this week, has one question, which is 
nothing if not practical; what a whole commentary there is 
in an individual asking “ Can the spirits benefit mankind by 
informing us how to wash woollen flannels so as not to shrink 
them.” The personal communications contain nothing new in 
the way of information of general interest The Proof Pal
pable of Immortality, a serial article, occupies the last page.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal also devotes a full page 
and more to a reprint of Robert Dale Owen’s article in the 
Atlantic Monthly; prints Mrs. Tappan’s address at Man
chester ; has a thoughtful article on the 44 Signs of the Times.” 
Its leader is on “ More Facts in Relation to the Blood,” in 
which blood drinking is treated of extensively; from the K 
P. also we learn that The Spiritualist, o f Londan, claims our 
Katie King to lie a 44 Diakka.” We think it makes slight dif
ference if the fact of materialization is established ; Dr. 
Child finishes his article on Katie K ing ; under the head of a 
“  Strange Incident,” a correspondent tells a story of a widow 
who, having s*een her husband at intervals since his death in 
1862. final)v saw him beckon with his head ; and three weeks 
after this time she expired. •

£ h o r t -h a n d  J ( o te$.

October drew it mild, but drew it also very dry. Dusty 
throats are common. . . .  T he new Boston post office is al
ready a pretty old affair. The report is that it is to be occu
pied sometime. That is the recorded time it took to build
the pyram ids.......... Nothing like the washwoman to take the
starch out of things.......... T he most golden thing in Boston
is the dome of the State House. Nothing half so shining in 
the Board of Brokers . .  .T herf. are few stronger cards 
than a card to a fashionable wedding. Jenkins and his uni
versal family are sure to be there. . . . .  A gen cin e  English
man is fond of his chops. He is likewise sure to chew ’em 

■ T he City Authorities urgently advise our citizens not to 
waste water. The extensive Soaker family promptly give no
tice they will strictly observe the suggestion . .  Most of
the vocalists have an ambition to own the high C .......... To be
Great—grow to a seven-footer.......... Our State election is now
over and the people breathe freer. Some of the candidates 
were so completely laid out that they do rot breathe at all 
. . .  .** Who is responsible for charitable collections ? m is the 
leading article in Zion's Herald ; primarilx we should think it 
is the man who pasaes round the hat.

T he G cshing  Lady is not an uncommon character in so
ciety. She is to be found alike in city, town, and hamlet 
Gush is especially an American product. Not that the sex 
does not gush elsewhere and everywhere; but in our own 
good, extensive and favored country she gushes especially. 
The ftet has never been explained, but it is just as true for 
all that. About two in ten of our American girls are gushers. 
They gush on ordinary and extraordinry occasions. They 
gush because they can, and then because they cannot (or do 
not care) to help i t  They gush on happy and unhappy occa
sions. It is gush inot mush) at all times. Perhaps it is just 
as well that it is so, it might be worse. The sex may do 
much else that is far more reasonable. Indeed we are not 
sure that it is censurable at a ll If it is one's nature to jiu h  
then gush. Who will not say amen. It isn't exactly a ques
tion of taste, but of right Therefore we emphatically say to 
ladies who are inclined to the exercise, go in and see ft out 
The world expects it and will be disappointed if it does not 
get i t  Only—don't let rrtry  woman gush
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M U N IC A T E D .

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  of  the New York Times, writing from 
•»a Philadelphia, gives the following interesting account of 
the development of a writing medium :—

The principal parties present were a German scientist, once 
a rank believer in Materialism, but now an enthusiastic fol
lower of Katie King, and the “  medium," a gentleman whose 
name, were I permitted to give it, would be recognized by 
hundreds of persons in Philadelphia's best society. I can 
only say that he is a gentleman of literary pursuits, a member 
of one of the leading professions, wealthy enough to have no 
pecuniary interest in Spiritualism, and, above all, a thorough
going skeptic in regard to the whole matter. A less hopeful 
subject for delusion would be hard to find t-yet it seems that 
the spirit of a lady, a cultured, refined, and estimable lady 
whom he knew in earlier life, but who died years ago, has 
elected him the medium of her communications with mortals, 
and uses him as such vhenever she lists. His arm, influ
enced by another power than his will, as he declares, is made 
to seise a pen, dip it in ink, and write—he being unaware of 
what is written until he sees it on the paper. He is a very 
egdinary player on the piano, but this spirit can and does use 
hts fingers to perform in a way which those who have heard 
it pronounce perfectly wonderful—even improvising the mu
sic. There are many other singular things which he is caused 
to do, and yet he does not believe that the influence is that of 
a disembodied spirit, preferring to think that it is due to un
conscious action of his own brain. He converses with the 
influence, using his natural voice, and receives intelligent an
swers, always in writing. The other day he proposed a 
crucial test Said he, “  When you can cause my hand to 
write a language which I do not understand, but which some 
other person can translate into intelligible English, then I 
will believe that you are what you profess to be— a disembod
ied intelligence." The reply was, "  W ait: I cannot do so 

I by-and-bv.”
ng alluded to was at the house of the German 

scientist, and was held in the full glare of gas-light, the spirit 
pooh-poohing darkness, joined hands, circles, and all other 
mystic business. On the part of the earthly members the 
conversation was in spoken English ; on the part of the 
spirit, in writing, as below. I omit most of the spoken part 
of the colloquy, as 1 have no perfect record of it, and as the 
written Actum explains itself. 1 have made no change in it, 
whatever, except to omit names; even the underscoring is 
just as it sand s in the original.

My first sbp coouins the spirit's answer to a lady who on 
a former occasion was perplexed by a number of contradicto
ry messages coming through her own hand, and who in the 
course o f  tb 
distinguish b
swEred, •  Be able to know the difference between what comes 
into your mind through the natural processes of association 
and what is suggested by outside influences. I f you merely 
remain passive, you will be perpetually deceived in the mes
sages you receive, and your investigations will end in mere 
disbelief. Tbs way that messages are communicated is sim
ply this : We suggest into your mind that which we desire 
you to write ; but the nervous influence which occasions mus
cular action comes from you alone. You resign partially 
your control of the nerves, but do so only partially, and you 
will before long be conscious that everything you write is in 
your mind before it is written. This, as T have often had 
occasion to remark, is a prerequisite to all intelligible writ
ing.”

“  But,” said the other, “  how do you know what was in my 
mind at that time i  ”

“  Because I am aware of your mental condition now, and 
know how little you are able as yet to distinguish between 
the thought proper to yourself and that suggested." The 
spirit said, further : "  We (the spirits; have an influence, but 
it would not suffice of itself to direct the complex action of 
the muscles necessary to write. We are able, under certain 
conditions, to cootrol and direct physical forces, so as to pro- 
doce manifestations physically; but we chiefly affect spirits." 
Of fac-ei miles of hand-writing as given by some mediums, 
she said : ** Is  the great number of cases you will find the 
statements in regard to facsim ile  writing to be exaggerated 
and untrue ; but there may be insUnces wherein the spirits 
obtain such a thorough and complete cootrol of the otganism 
of the medium that they become for the time bgng the soul 
of that body. Such writing is done usually, if not always, 
in the trance state. It can only be accomplished when the 
mind of the medium it greatly weakened, and it must always

the conversation this evening asked, ** How shall 1 
between the true and the false ? ** The spirit an-

eventuate in detriment to the medium's spirit." In answer to 
another question the control said : “ I am not familiar with 
the achievements of the Eddy brothers ; but if they profess 
to say that any spirit can actually form to itself a material 
body and can appear therein, they are unmistakable imposters. 
E x  nikilo n il Jit. Spirits cannot create. That is the work of 
the Almighty alone. And whence are the atoms to be gath
ered ? Remember that to produce a human body there m ist 
not only be an aggregate of atoms . there must be an organ- 
ittd  union of them. It takes the Almighty, working by natu
ral laws, say twenty-three years, to build up such a body as 
that in which Katie King makes her appearances. I)o you 
think any spirit can do so much in five minutes? You were 
not present at Crookes’ experiments, and might have seen 
reason to doubt the validity of the deductions from them had 
you been there ; but of tnis I am perfectly confident: there 
is no such thing as materialization in the sense that word is 
commonly used. Theye are appearances which seem to indi
cate the actual presents of a material body, but these are 
either subjective entirely, or are the result ol certain manipu
lations of ether which spirits—certain of them—have the 
power to control so as to produce these effects. I am in a 
higher plane than you, and have learned in this life some 
things which are not known on earth, nor, indeed, which can 
be intelligibly communicated. The lines between spirit anil 
matter are distinctly drawn. Spirit, by its control of physica l 
forces, can control matter. It directs the operations of the 
one to effect modifications of the other; but the effects required 
for the production of an organized l>ody are so great, and 
require such a length of time as a necessary element, that 
they are beyond the powers of spirits, * creiic exferto.' What 
is it that produces a photograph ? It is the action of rays o f 
light upon the chemical composition on the plate, and light, 
as you Lnow, is motion, is waves of ether. I have said that 
spirits can control these wave motions, and, therefore, can 
produce both the appearance of a body, and also a photo
graph of such appearance, without there being any actual 
body present.

“ You now have a correct view of the matter. There cer
tainly is such a disturbance of the ether waves as shall pro
duce upon the retina the appearance of a body in such phe 
nomena of this character as arc genuine.

44 Please excuse me. now. I am tired, and so is—< the 
medium.) Good night, and good-bye all.”

It is but fair to acid that the audit nee, though silenced by 
this logical discourse, remained, like St. Anthony’s fishes, 44of 
the same opinion still.”  My friends, who gave me this report, 
are far from convinced that the communications they saw 
written were dictated by spirits, though they are still further 

; from imputing guile* to the medium, who is a close friend of 
their own ; the scientist still believes in Katie King ; and as 
for the medium, he has not yet received the gift of tongues 
which he demands as a convincing proof of his own powers. 
But none of them can account for the phenomena by natural 
laws, and so 1 give them as they were given to me, without 
offering explanation or hypothesis.

A G H O S T LY  C A R N IV A L .
T h e  millions of Spiritualists in the United States find their 
1  Mecca just now in a little farm-house which lies seven 

mites north of Rutland, Vt. It is the home of William H. 
and Horatio G Eddy, and it is haunted by hundreds of 
ghosts. The Eddys were tormented by spirits from their 
birth. Their father, a prosaic farmer, first essayed to cast 
out the devils by beating and starving the victims. When 
this failed, he used his children’s Spiritualistic gifts to make 
money. They gave exhibitions. He superintended the show, 
and pocketed the proceeds. The boys and their sister (now 
dead) Vere mobbed, stoned, heatened, burned, and shot. 
They were twisted into agonizing positions, and tied there for 
hours while the manifestations went on. When they came 
home, they would gladly have relinquished their inconvenient 
powers, but they could not. It is noteworthy, by the way, 
that these powers were inherited. Mrs. Eddy, the mother of 
the boys, was a clairvoyant. Her mother had the same fac
ulties. Her great-grandmother was sentenced to death for 
witchcraft in 1694. but V as rescued from Salem jail by friends, 
and secretly sent 10 Scotland. The children could not go to 
school, for they were accompanied thither by rappings that 
drove the other scholars wild with fear. They have conse
quently had little education. They are, and always have been 
unpopular. They are shy, gruff, sensitive men. Their repu
tation for integrity is good, but the neighbors think they are 
in league with the Devil. With this preface about themselves, 
we pass to what they or the spirits around them have done. 
There have been thousands of manifestations. Very many 
have consisted only of feats of clairvoyance, moving furni
ture, and rapping out communications. Two great classes of 
facts remain—the floating in air or human bodies 4ml the 
materialization of spirit forms. Horatio Eddy, when he was
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in his seventh year, was one night carried three miles through 
the air to a neighboring mountain-top and left to get home as 
he could. There is no authority given for this story, which 
may be founded on a mere case ofsleep-walking, but the testi
mony of two out of three eye-witnees.es is quoted to the fact that 
another brother, now deaa, was carried out of a window and 
over the house. There are hundreds of instances to be given 
under the second grand division—the materialization of spir
its. The ghosts of known and unknown persons have ap
peared in tne house and in the neighborhood, in darkness and 
in light People have talked with them and have felt them. 
They have been distinctly seen. The spirit of an Indian girl. 
Honto, has been weighea twice. She stood on a Fairbanks 
scale and weighed 88 pounds the first time and 65 the next. 
The full force of a powerful battery upon her produced no 
apparent effect. Nearly all the phenomena attending the ap
pearance of “  Katie K ing” in London and Philadelphia have 
been repeated in and around the Eddy homestead. Very 
many persons have witnessed them. Since a correspondent 
began his investigation he has received innumerable letters 
from all over the country asking him to procure information 
on different points from the spirits. Most of the letters, it is 
needless to add, are very silly. They serve to show, never
theless, how widespread public interest in this subject is. Is 
Spiritualism a cheat, or is it true ? There are many, many 
people who would give a good deal to have that qnestion 
definitely decided.—Chicago Tribune.

A S P IR IT U A L  C H R IS T E N IN G .

\ S P IR IT U A L  c h r i s t e n i n g  is among the novelties which 
Liverpool, Eng., furnishes. The spirit-guides had desig

nated the evening, and a select party of friends had assembled 
to take part in the novel proceeding. A circle was formed 
round the table,—the mother, Mrs. Davies, occupying the cen
tral position with the babe in her arms. “  The exercises con
sisted of prayer and singing of spiritual songs, after which 
the medium becoming entranced, tne control invoked the di
vine influence upon the child, in earnest ecstasy. After the 
breaking up of the circle, the following memorial card was 
addressed to the Spiritualist friends of the parents :—

‘ To P h il ip  A lexander  D avies.
‘Given inspirationally by Mrs. Ohlscn’s spirit-guides, through

J. Reginald Owen, in anticipation of the child’s birth, August 
26, 1874.

'  W elcom e, sw eet in fan t, to this “  vale  o f t e a r s ; ”
Jo yo u s and h ap p y be th y  future y e a r s ; 
b o d  g ive thee health  o f body and o f m ind,
A n d  talents, too. to bless all hum an kind.
A n ge ls be with thee, guarding o ’e r  thy w ay,
A n a  guiding thee into a brighter day.
O h, welcom e to th is infant school o f G od ,
A n d  m ay 'st thou Iran i without the heavy r o d !
A n d  when thine education is com plete.
M ay H eaven  send to thee a mission m e e t ;
In  honored age , oh, calm ly end thy days.
T h y  dirge the m usic o f a nation’s  praise !

‘ With Mr. Philip Davies’ compliments. 
* Liverpool^ Oct. 4, 1874/”

M A T E R IA L IZ A T IO N S  IN E N G L A N D .
A P A R A L L E L  T O  T H E  E D D Y  F A M IL Y  M A N IF E S T A T IO N S .

Dr . M o n c k , in a seance at Plymouth, gathered a surprising 
force, sufficient to shake the room and windows of the 

house, and the edifice itself. The phenomena produced all 
the sensations of sea-sickness. It was discontinued at re
quest or designated places shook as desired. Hands materi
alized plainly in the bright gas-light, and in a room which the 
medium had not previously entered.

The Doctor sat with the family of a gentleman at Saltash, 
and there the tests and phenomena were tenfold more mar
vellous than ever. The spirits of a number of the crew of 
the vessel in which he sailed thirty years ago made their 
presence known to him with many interesting details. Notably 
the l>oatswain came and materialized himself so completely 
that several were allowed to touch him freely. The color of 
his clothes differed entirely from those of the medium, and he 
wore a blue pea-iacket, rough to the touch, “such as sailors 
wear. He piped up all hands with the boatswain’s whistle, 
which had a peculiarity in it which Mr. S  identified, as well 
as his gruff sailor s voice. This boatswain said, “  Don’t you 
remember we had a gale which carried away our foresail off 
the Cape of Good Hope ? And don’t you remember the 
captain taught you navigation ? What a mistake you made 
in taking the sun's declination. You added the figures in
stead o f  substracting them, thinking you were north o f the 
sun, while you were to the south.”

The whole of this was distinctly remembered by Mr. S„ 
who carried on a long and interesting con version  of this

kind with the materialized spirit. A portion of the win of 
another was produced in the precise handwriting of deceased. 
The luminous forms of two babies clothed in long shining 
robes were seen, and their names correctly given to their 
mother, who was present The beautiful luminous form of a 
lady was seen floating high up in the air while the medium 
was between two of the circle. The room was not dark 
during the seance, though the lights were down during s por
tion of it, and even then each person in the circle was visible.

Mr. S. was a staunch Materialist, but is now a staunch 
Spiritualist. A short time since the mediumistic faculty be
came developed in his son, and in the daughter of a friend 
who sits with them. Dr. Monck held several seances with 
this family, and several with Mr. W., and it is right to state 
they were held for the love of the truth, no money reward 
being asked or accepted. Dr. Monck had staggering test 
communications from friends in* the spirit-world in every 
seance which he held in those towns, ana as he came a per
fect stranger to all of us, and those tests commenced the 
same hour he arrived here, and continued in one uninterrupt
ed flow of surprises, conviction could hardlv fail to result 
from his labors. Indeed, his visit has promoted a wide
spread excitement concerning Spiritualism, and We believe a 
considerable impetus has been given to the cause here.

S P IR IT U A L  PH EN O M EN A  IN  E U R O P E.

In North  W ales seances are held in private houses, and 
arc supported by the munificence of several prominent in

vestigators. The results are as satisfactory as in other places 
The Welsh people are exceedingly religious, membership to 
a sect being, as it were, almost hereditary ; nevertheless, great 
progress is made in spite of persecution and public opinion.

At Lourdes.—Miracles are being reported, and the place 
continues to be thronged with pilgrims. The Gazette du Midi 
states that last week a girl named Cavrigrac was carried to 
the shrine in a dying state, but had no sooner touched the 
holy water than she rose up jierfectly well. Another girl, who 
had been dumb for seven years, commenced singing as soon 
as she reached the grotto. At Marseilles, moreover, the nuns 
have marched in procession to an altar in one of the churches, 
which is dedicated to our Lady of Lourdes, to express their 
gratitude for the miraculous cure of one of their number, who 
had suffered for twenty months from an apparently incurable 
malady.

A SO M N A M B U LIST  P L A Y IN G  BACKGAM M O N 
|K. J. V’. C. S mith, as editor of “ Scientific Tracts and Fam

ily Lyceum,”  received a letter, in 1834. from a distinguished 
physician, in Worcester, Mass., which contained the following 
account of the somnambulist Jane. He says, “  Dr. Woodward 
met me one afternoon, and told me that Jane was in a parox
ysm, and was playing backgammon with Mrs. Woodward. I 
went immediately to the hospital. She was in Dr. W.’s parlor 
playing backgammon with Mrs. Woodward. A large white cotton 
handkerchief was folded in pretty wide folds and bound closely 
over her eyes, and tied tightly behind her head: her plump 
and prominent cheeks, with the width and tightness of the 
bandage, rendered it impossible for her to see from under
neath this dense covering; nor did she at any time attempt 
to do so, but directed the eyes as if no impediment to direct 
vision existed. Her eyes I did not see. Dr. W. informed 
me that they were invariably closed. The occasional sigh 
and the unquiet motions of the body were those of deep sleep 
in a debilitated system ; but not to such an extent as would 
have excited observation, had not the attention been otherwise 
excited. She modestly answered my salutation of ‘ good 
afternoon,' as I entered, and. as the game was soon at an eod, 
accepted my invitation to play with me. She had played the 
game that morning for the first time, and this was the sixth 
time she had played it. 1 call mvselt a tolerable player, hav
ing played some hundred game*. You can imagine how my 
wonder and amazement, already so high, were increased when, 
in a few moments, 1 found myself beaten by my fair and sleep
ing antagonist! Lest this might have arisen from my negli
gence, 1 challenged her to another game, to which I gave my 
undivided attention, and succeeded in winning the game ; but 
so closely was it contested that she had but three more re
maining, and they on the first and second points ! Not the 
least wonderful part of this affair was her ardent coocnptioc 
of the principles o f the game. During the first play, seeing 
her at a loss how to move, 1 kindly offered her my advice ; 
but this she declined, made moves, which I found were ult* 
mately much more to her advantage than those 1 suggested 
would have been ! All this on playing the sixth and seventh 
games ! Here was not, here could not, be any deception. So 
faint were the marks on the dice, thxt my near-sightedness 
made me frequently bend over to distinguish them The po
sition of her body was such that she could not have seen from

I)•



106 SPIRITUAL SCIENTIST.
beneath the bandage, even had any apertures been left! All vis
ion must have been directly through the broad and thick bxDd- 
age !

“ She played a number of gim es with other gentlemen, dur
ing which I watched her narrowly j there was no confederate 
in the room to aid her. She did not resort to touch to deter
mine the dice or to guide her movements,—her position and 
her manner were those of her antagonists 1 In a few mo
menta after, she awoke (previously to which she had gone into 
the neat room). Her attention was again called to the back
gammon board, as if undesignedly, and she was asked to play. 
She answered that she knew nothing about the game, and had 
not for a long time seen a board. On being urged to try to 
plav, her awkwardness proved her sincerity. I met her in the 
hall the neat day, and found by her embarrassment, on my 
addressing her as an acquaintance, that (and she told Dr. 
W.) she did not know me.”

L IB E R A L  R E LIG IO N  IS T S  P R O M IN E N T  AMONG 
T H E  W R IT E R S  OF T H E  AG E.

I T  would be interesting in this transition age to know the 
amount of culture qualifying and supporting the real con

viction of pronounced religionists ; for, aside from all sectari
anism, it would be interesting and possibly instructive to 
know how the problems of theology appear to such minds. 
In all cases, this kind of information is not of easy access, 
and is not likely to be so long as policy and party tact take 
such pains to dethrone principle, and support mere theologi
cal preferences. And it is a necessary, as well as desirable 
knowledge. Since mere denominational standing is no lon
ger reliable evidence of the real conviction or accepted faith 
of the individual. But taking denominationalism for what 
it is worth conventionally, the following may prove suggestive. 
We follow, and in some cases recast, the conclusions of a New 
York correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette, who says,—

William C  Bryant, O. W. Holmes, H. W. Longfellow, 
James R. Lowell, and Bret Harte,—poets, Unitarians ; George 
W. Curtis, E . P. Whipple, J . T . Trowbridge, E. L. Godkin,
E . E. Hale,—essayists, See., Unitarians ; J . L. Motley, George 
Bancroft, — historians, Unitarians; Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
George Ripley, Bronson Alcott, Mrs. N .L  Alcott,—Transcen- 
dentalists; C. A. Bartol, J. Weiss, Samuel Johnson, Thomas 
W. Higginson, O. B. Krothingham,—preachers and Free Re
ligionists ; John G. Whittier and Bayard Taylor,—poets, &c., 
Reformed Quakers ; Dr. J .  G. Holland, Mark Twain,—lectur
ers, Congregationalists ; Mrs. H. B. Stowe, John Hay, Rich
ard H. Daivg—essayists, &c., Episcopalians ; Whitelaw Reid, 
editor of New York Tribune, Presbyterian ; Marble, of the 
New York World, Baptist; Bennett,of the New York Her
ald, Roman Catholic ; Mrs. A. D. T . Whitney, essayist, Swe- 
denborrian ; Edward Eggleston, essavist, Methodist; John 
Hazzard, essayist, Roman Catholic ; while Dana, of the New 
York Sun is Mil-professional.

These names represent only a few states and a few apart
ments of the srritten intelligence of the A g e ; but, they are 
representative, and by far the most prominently known in this 
country, as leaders in the Republic of Letters. But even 
here, they are but a part, as will be seen by the fragmentary 
selection made from the list of the Spiritualistic writers, with 
which we close this notice. The writer says, “  Spiritualism 
has its literary devotees in Robert Dale Owen and Epes Sar
gent, both writers of acknowledged ability. The former has 
gone as near the other world as possible without the aid of 
the Scriptures. This he has done in his Footfalls on the 
Boundaries of Another World, a work of no small labor, and 
almost exhausting in its researches.”

M A T E R IA L IZ E D  S P IR IT S .
r o t n t  D I F F E R E N T  LA N G U A G ES SPO KEN .— TH E  R IN G  TEST .

A  C O R R E S P O N D E N T  of the New York Sun, writing from the 
Eddy Homestead, under date of October 15, says. The 

circle last night was interesting, no less than four different 
languages being spoken, English, German, French, and Geor
gian.

The next spirit was that of Mr. Zephirin Boudreau, a French 
Canadian, who lived at Three Rivers, Canada East. He was 
about sixty years old at the time of his death. Mrs. C. Mag- 
nan, of New York, his daughter, said, “  Is that you, papa ? ”  
to which he replied, “  Out.”  She then addressed him in 
French, and he answered, though faintly, ih the same tongue.

Mrs. Lenzberg’s brother, a German, who has appeared sev
eral times since that lady’s arrival here, last Saturday, then 
appeared in his shirt sleeves, as usual, and conversed in Ger
man with his sister, her husband, and their daughter. He 
toM them that be was going back to Hartford with them next 
week. Mrs. Lrnxberg 1s a medium herself, end says she fre
quently sees her brother at her home in Hartford. Her daugh

ter, who has been dead eight or nine years, and who appeared 
to be about ten years old, next came out. She spoke German.

The next apparition was that of Michalko Gueguidze, a 
Georgian. He was draped in a Georgian dress. He was rec
ognized by Madam Blowtskey, a native of Russia, who has 
traveled and lived in many countries. She speaks several 
languages. Madam Blotftskey arrived here from New York 

| several days ago. She speaks English well. She addressed 
the spirit in the Georgian language, a tongue that was not 
understood by any other person in the audience, calling him 
by name, and he replied by rapping, not being able to speak. 
M ichalko had formerly been a servant in the madam’s family, 
and was killed on the street in 1869.

After the music, writing on cards, and many other things 
had been gone through with, it was announced that the ring 
test would be given. A large iron ring, strong enough to 
draw a loaded wagon, was thrown out and examined by those 
present. Mr. Edd',told the audience that the battery would 
have to be changed now, by Mr. Peebles grasping his (Mr. Ed
dy’s) righthand with his (Mr. Peebles’) right hand, and his left 
with hisleft, thus forming a cross. He also explained that one 
side of him would become negative, the other positive; one side 
cold as ice, the other naturally warm. Before this change 
takes place, however, he always goes into a trance. He would 
not be able to bear the pain were it otherwise. At the time 
the change takes place, one would think from his looks and 
actions that he would be literally torn in two. His body 
shakes as though it were being wrenched by machinery. At 
this junction the ring was slipped around his arm and passed 
down over the clenched hands on to Mr. Peebles’ arm, where 
it was seen by all. Mr. Peebles said that he held the medium's 
hands as firmly as he could, and that he saw the hand that 
put the ring on Horatio’s arm, and knew it was not Horatio's, 
“ for,”  he said jokingly, “ Horatio’s hands are dirty, while the 
hand I saw was clean and white.”  Mr. Eddy had been mak
ing fires, &c. (they have no servants and can keep none). The 
ring cannot be put on without first being sundered.

S P IR IT U A L  S C IE N C E  A N E C E S S IT Y .

Ca th erin e  C rowe, whose “ Night Side of Nature"  ren
dered such effectual service to modem Spiritualism, said, 

as late as 1859, “  There is a department of knowledge which, 
as far as yet known', is not reducible to experimental science, 
and in relation to which our ideas, inasmuch as we have any, 
are extremely vague and unsatisfactory. I allude to the 
knowledge or science of ourselves. Of our bodies, as me
chanical constructions or instruments, we have, within a com
paratively short space of time, learned a great d ea l; but of our
selves, as composite beings, we know absolutely nothing. We 
have added nothing to the knowledge of the ancients, per
haps we have rather lost what they knew or suspected. Met
aphysics gives us words without distinct ideas, and Psycholo
gy is a name without a science.”

Spiritu a lity  OF M a n k in d .— Dr. William Hitchman, of 
Liverpool, in his recent course of lectures on the Science 

of Anthropology, delivered in the Public Museum and else
where, has strenously endeavored to give a fair, catholic ex
position of the present state of knowledge regarding life, ori
gin, and destiny. The anthropologist holds that the true and 
abiding characteristic of every form, kind, variety, or tribe of 
the human race, ancient or modern, sage or savage, civilized 
or barbaric, in truth or error, is spirituality, and nothing 
physical does man possess which contradistinguishes him 
from anthropoid apes scientifically. The six lectures were 
entitled, “  What is Spirit ? ”  “  Wnat is Soul ? ”  “  What is 
B od y?”  “ Relations of Man to the Lower Animals,” 
“  Natural History of the Human Species,” and “  Spirituality 
Tested by Physical Science.” These lectures on Spiritual 
Science were attended by the Mayor, Town-Councillors, 
Magistrates, and the leading clergymen of all denominations.

J'JO T ES AND J'lo T lC E ? .

Honors to Oak Hall.—The fine displays made at the 
Mechanics’ Fair by Messrs. George W. Simmons & Son, the 
proprietors of the famous Oak Hall clothing house on North 
street, secured a most flattering recognition from each com
mittee whose duties led them to examine the different articles 
shown. The prises taken were one gold medal, two silver 
medals, one bronze medal, one deploma add honorable men
tion. This endorsement of the popular verdict was not unex
pected, and on that account must be considered an exceptional
ly valuable tribute to the merits of this popular establishment. 
The public voice and the conclusions of the examiners have 
been in strict accord, consequently it will he no surprise to 
know that the retail sales of clothing at Oak Hall during the 
month of October, have been equal to those of any corres
ponding month previously. . «

T hk notices of John A. Andrew Hall and the Children’s 
Progressive Lyceum are crowded out.
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' T he J u d g m e n t  D a y  was the subject of a discourse select- 
1  ed for Mrs. Tappan, at Brighton, Eng., and in the course 

of the lecture the following ideas were advanced:—
We are to take the Bible either literally wholly, and in that 

way we can only accord to the Hebrews their fullest belief, 
or we are to take it spiritually, and in that way accept Chris
tianity. If we take it spiritually, then—as the mission of 
Christ, as his expression, aod as all that are embodied in the 
New Testament belong to that category—that Judgment Day 
most be also taken spiritually, and we arc to consider it from 
this stand-point in its application to humanity.

You will remember that it says in the vision, that an angel 
has written in the Hookof Life the names of those that are saved 
—that there is a book, and that all thinga are recorded there 
Now it is known to every human spirit, it it known to every 
intelligent mind of the 19th century, that there is no act, word 
or even motion of mind, spirit, or of the spiritual body, but 
what is recorded. It is known that sges agone every root 
and fibre and leat and tree has traced its Impression upon the 
Book of Life of the earth. It ia known geologically that 
there has never been a single atom but what, in its fulfillment 
of life and in its comhfnaftons, has been traced absolutely In 
the history o( the e a r* . It is known that, in all those epochs 
that constitute the wonderful periods of geological develop
ment, every minute insect, every fish and reptile, every bird 
sad tree and flower, has left an indelible Impression upon the 
rocks which constitute the esrth’s sttucture; snd sometimes 
so careful is nature of preserving to the eye of man this un- 
doubtable evidence of her record, the perfected leaf is seen 
foldeu between the giant volumes of rock, which contain the 
mighty hurtOry of God. written there ages ago.

Yes. in the material world we find that the angel of life 1s 
forever busy, stamping upon leaf and flower and upon the 
atoms of which they sre composed, a  be living evidence ol 
their record : that tint a blade of grass or s creeping thing 
but what has left its history behind. And there is s subtle 
science of fo-dsy which rsn even penetrate that history, and 
tell yon to what epoch it belongs. I lls  known that naturalist*, 
by taking the fossilised scale of a fish, or one vertebra of an 
ancient animal, can distinctly define, not only its epoch, but 
the genus, the species, the particular order of existence to 
which it belonged. So much tor nature's record.

It ia also befitved, as an expression of ll c highest theught

of spiritual science, that not only atoms leave their impres
sion ; that not only a pebble dropped in the lake make* un
dulations until it has reached the shore, and moved the grains 
of sands ; that not only every world and earth is bound to
gether by an intricate system of sympathetic laws, and that if 
one star is blotted out the universe is thereby affected ; but 
it is believed that in auch manner the subtle laws of the 
spirit work, and that every thought of ancient ages, that the 
most ancient inspirations and prophecies, have left their 
indelible impression upon the mind of ages, and that no 
thought ever vibrates through the human mind that is not 
recorded in some strata o f spiritual thought to meet you face 
to face in the spirit-land.

It is believed and taught, or has been in the ofii mytbolo- 
ies of ancient day s, that every human being was aitendeyf 
y a good and evil god or spirit; that good and rvd genii 

accompanied each human soul, and that these altrrrate y 
raced the light or the darkness, the good or the evil thoughts 

that humanity possessed. Following this thought out, the 
Hebraic Bible and the Christian Scriptures give to these 
d e ig n s or genii the power of angels and name them record
ing angels oi God.

Now, this thought in its literal sense is understood even as 
the record of science is understood by modern thoughL It 
means that every human spirit bears the impress within itaell 
of every thought, feeling, emotion, word, and action of a life ; 
and the true scientific Sp ritualist—and we use this word not 
in a sectarian way or modern sense—the true Spiritualist, by 
coming ia contact with the thought of a man. caa tell vnu 
what his status is spiritually, caa read you with his gift of dis
cerning spirits, and tell what manner and kind of spirit it is 
which belongs to you, just as a naturalist can determine the 
kind of an insect or reptile by a  portion of its n a g  or its 
scale, T^e discerning of spirits constitutes one of the ;*ower* 
whereby a human mind may iudge of the worth of ibis re
cording'angel.

We conaider, therefore, that in a directly scientific and 
spiritual sense the soul of every individual makes its impress 
upon the spiritual universe, and that whatever thought has 
been possessed by humanity in every age ia known and traced 
in the spiritual firmament, just as every form of life is record
ed in the physical firmament, and that the recording angel 
referred to is the angel that stands by the innermost portal 
of every human spirit, taking down within the spirit itself 
whatever of good or whatever of ami the tool may possess ; 
and that yoa wear upon your spirits the impress e f these 
thoughts, deeds, and utterances, and that these convdtwM a 
book of life or a book of death that is revealed to yon at the 
Judgment Dav. As it is telieved ia the world of madeem 
thought that the period of creation does not necessarily re
fer to six of the particular days and sights known to your 
calender, but days and nights ol creative power, to the Judg
ment Day In this vast spiritual significance may not be unvit- 
ed to any special time or epoch in the calendar of man, but 
refers to a spiritual date, a vendition of mind, a distinctly* 
and absolute visitation to the human spirit, and that the 
Judgment Day may ia reality le  row aad at this moment, and 
at whatever time this (rotting, penetrating fin-spirit takes 
control ol' and decides betsreea the good and the end in a 
man's life. We know thal the Judgment Dwy is habit to 
come at any time : “  Aa a thief ia * «  aighi." sav* the apast.'e 
1 It shall come upon von.”  S a il  dost coast. Yes know t
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s  further reduction at five fire cent.

Baaha, in all stylet, an Science. H istory, T ravels,

Natural Hietury, Can he hnd at the above reduced

he forw arded a 
•» the particular

|W T  A l l  m e a e g  should he sent by ejrffesss, o 
fsrwnrded throsmh tfte awency of the f n e t -  M  meter
the r r t k r / r r  t ie  — me being send $0

J .  H . W . T O O H E Y .
•  Z S ro t4 w a,, • • • • C h .lt .* ,  H alf.

H u n d r e d s  o f  Hi p le a  n f  M i l l i n e r y  O r n a 
m e n t s ,  c o n s is t in g  n f  H lu s  C u t S te e l, F i n e  
I lia  mom4  Stea l, f r e n c h  J r t ,  E n g l i s h  H la e k  
U n m e t ,  S m o k e  f e m e ! ,  N k it e  P e a r l ,  O iU ,  
S h e ll ,  E n g l i s h  J e t , d f . ,  <M I  beseem. S p r a y s ,  
f l u s t e r s ,  time k ie s ,  F l m r r r t ,  S li d e s ,  mud 
r r r r y  r a r e l y  m f p a t t e r n  T » c lo s e  o u t th e  
H u e ,  see a g e r  th e m  a t  3 0  C a u ls  E a c h .  u n d  
th e sr h a  Is  a s s a r t  m e a t la  e h e o ss  / r a m , ml

WATERMAN k  00/8,
2 2 0  Waahiagton Street, Motion.

13 Doan Sort! a  S«*UMr Street.)

Book and Job Printing,
9 Bromfleld Street, 

*01 TO IT.

A M D  F L O R A L  D E S I G N S

For all Oooaiiona.
D l l  &  D O Y L E ,

F L O H 1H T H  A N D  B G K D R M K K ,
S7 TREM O N T S T ., BO STO N .

B IN D E R S !

Bind Your Scientists!
Emerson’ a Binder fastens hy mean* of durarabte cords 

! and clento, or fastenings, in such a manner that one or 
more of the S C I E N T I S T S ,  are held as ftrml> as ia a 

I vice. Directions accompany each Hinder.

P r i c e  E i g h t y  C e n t s .
Fo r Sale at Scientist Office.

t


