
received and entertained them most cordially. The visitors went 
lound the whole institution, visiting each class, and hearing the children 
lead and talking to them. They seemed delighted with all they saw. 
Later on after afternoon tea, Lord and Lady Merith joined the Sangamitta 
giils in their games, and taught them new English ones, which the children 
were eager to learn. The visitors then dined with Mrs. Higgins and her 
girls and the party broke up for the day. Mrs. Higgins, Mr. de Abrew, 
Mr. Ivhan and Dr. English accompanied Mrs. Cooper-Oakley to her steamer 
to see her oft* that night. The visitors made very encouraging remarks in 
the Visitors Book” of the Institution, and Lord and Lady Meath made a 
contribution to the “ Sangamitta Building Fund” before they left the insti
tution.

Before this reaches you, most of you may have heard about that “ ill- 
fated” steamer, the Niemen, which was wrecked off the coast of Ceylon on 
her last trip Irom Calcutta. She had on board our General Secretary, 
Bertram Keightley. He and his fellow-passengers were brought to Colombo 
from the scene of the wreck by the S. S. Lady Havelock. The General 
Secretary has lost all his belongings, including the most valuable of them, 
his manuscript notes of his studies in India, and some letters from H. P. B., 
which he prized most dearly. He remained in Colombo nearly a week, and 
sailed by the S. S. Melbourne 0 1 1 the 6fcli instant to Europe. During his stay 
here, he visited the Sangamitta Girls’ School, addressed a meeting of Theoso
phists and the general public. Held T. S. Meetings and gave some very 
\aluable instruction to the workers. Although “ ship-wrecked,” weary and 
exhausted, the General Secretary busied himself with T. S. work in Co
lombo. Much of liis time, however, was taken in attending the “ Inquiry” 
held by the Receiver of Wrecks and Agent of the Messageries Maritimes.

We have had some other visitors at the Sangamitta G irls’ School. They 
were passengers from Australia going to Europe. We were very gratified 
to hear from them that Theosophy was making headway in the Australian 
Colonies.

Apropos of the wreck of the Niemen, may I  be permitted to say that 
the steamer had 01 1 board the printed copies of Mrs. Higgins’s Annual 
Report of the Sangamitta Girls’ School. They have also been lost in the 
wreck. If  secured in the salvage operations, all papers, &c., will be sent to 
the Head Office of the Messageries Maritimes at Marseilles.

A couple of days ago, the School Inspector of the Public Instruction 
Department, paid an official visit to the Sangam itta Girls’ School, with 
Mr. Buultjens, our School Manager. They seemed to be quite satisfied with 
the work of the Institution and complimented Mrs. Higgins.

All that can be done is being done here to raise the “ Sangamitta Build
ing Fund.” Mrs. Higgins will gratefully receive any contributions in aid of 
this Fund, which is very much needed for the immediate possession of our 
own grounds. The present house is quite full, and it cannot accommodate many 
more who are seeking admissions. Will some generous Theosophist come 
forward to help Mrs. Higgins out of this difficulty. Our General Secretary, 
Mr. Bertram Keightley, who has personally seen the situation ofthe building 
and our needs, will, I hope, be able to explain to friends in Europe the im. 
mediate necessity for securing a house and ground for the Sangamitta Girls’ 
School.
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t h e r e  i s  n o  r e l i g i o n  h i g h e r  t h a n  t r u t h .

[ F a m i ly  m o tto  o f  the M a h a r a ja h s  o f  B e n a re s .]

OLD D IA R Y  L E A V E S *

C h a p t e r  X III .
/M ? the w ritin -  „f “ Isis Unveiled,” let us see w hat reminiscences
0  memory can bring  out o fthe  dark-room where her imperishable

negatives are kept. _
If any book could ever have been said to make an epoch, th is one . 

could Its  effects have been as im portant in  one way as those of 
D arw in’s first g reat work have been in another : both were tidal waves in 

V I houo-l t and each tended to sweep away theological crudities and
i , - ™ l  l»w. And yet jo -

n u * . ~ p i -  ^
beginning of “ Isis.” One day m the Summer of lb7o, H .P. ..

°  W t s  of m anuscrip t which she had w ritten, and said : “ I wrote th is 
i°T n ia-h t ‘ bv order’ bu t what the deuce it is to be I don’t  know. Perhaps

i T did as I  was ordered.” A nd she pu t it away m a drawei, ai 
nothing more was said about it for some tim e B ut in the m o^th o 
a * ' w - i f  mv memory serves—she went to Syracuse (N. Y .), on 

v t i t  to her new friends, Professor and Mrs. Corson, of Cornell Umver- 
‘ itv  and the work w ent on. She wrote me th a t it was to be a book on 
t i t 'W i r y  and philosophy o f th e  E astern  Schools and their re la tions

torical sketch, if l.o (or she) w.11 pvo ™ 1875> 6, 7 ftnd 8, by either
documents, or any letters "  tl e occait )awB which produce them, or events
II. P. B .o r  myse If, about p h e v « , Uwocc* ̂  ^  ^  ^  g a t in g  o
in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  1 .  S .,  « y  c a r e f u l l y  r e t u r n e d ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  b e  g l a d  t o
the same subjects. Loans>0 ^  the senders. Reminiscence* 
r e f u n d ,  i f  d e s i r e d  a n y  e x p  p  n ib  d  t o  m e  b y  t h e  e y e - w i t n e s s e s ,  w i l l  b o
o f  o c c u l t  t h i n g s  s h o w n  b y  H .  1 . 1 3 .  i t -  s e c m u l  E d i t i o n  o f  m v  b o o k , a n d  w is l i

? s s s j s r  - t i  £  * ■
r e q u e s t .



s I ^ e ^ l i a d ° n e u d i^ d  ^  ^  ™  ab° u t th i”S*
read in all lier life . that to ( 1 , ( 7  ** fl,°m bwks fihe ll!l<> never
pared lier ^notations wUh cliTesicaT “ i l  P“ '' "“«
had found her tp be right. Upon h Z ^  f m ^  Umvei‘sltF L ibrary, and 
industrious in th is affair but wrote I ™ t0 '.V" ’ K,le was »ot very
m ay be said as to the epoch of her Ph'i J a d ! ,10cl 1 ea, l3% and the  same
or two after the formation of tlie Tl.o , P ’a .re8Klenco- b«t a month 
suites of rooms at 4 3 3  West 3 4 th <?f°S° f  ‘~0<'le^ ’ s,le a,1(l 1  took two
floor, and thenceforward hewr i ^ ' T  ? *  * *  1  °* the second
7  “ ^ r u p t i o n  until its 00^ ^ ^  ™  T * * ? / " *

had no* ^ n e  a tith e  of such literary  labour vet'T , ® " *
a m anaging daily journalist wlm o 1 1  T -v never knew even
endurance or t ir L L  " «■ > «- ^ d . ^ . l
Would be a t her desk and it w J  1 1  , .m orning  till n ig h t she
fore 2 o’clock a. m. D uring the ( k v T  ° 0mT I f  e,'th e r  ° f ns got *° bed be- 
a tten d  to, but always 5 te  T I  m y  professionaI duties to
together to o u ^  ™  settle down
t id ily  fatigue »"«'
education of an ordinary life tim e nf a - , experience ! The
crowded and compressed into t i r  •"? “ r th lnk lnS was> for me,
d id  no t m erely serve her IS p81 ess **lun >"'O years. 1

she made me a collaborator " " h lT ^ ^ d  ^ e° t  * j?J?°f'r! ader> but 
seemed—everything- I  h,H I  utilize—it almost
> » . i» t o t h i„ / o t t i , ; phi , ™ i z t z  thr g M ■ “nd
and m etaphysics which mv ^  ' \  ^  J  ™e m resPect to  occultism
only came fo £ 1  X  t l T "  \ T  '** ™  "P 1

h e r m ind lilr** a • ’ ideas came streaming* through

h  S t
“ m eteor-cat” ; one m o n L i t s i ‘ Brahm a, anon npon B abinet’s electrical
Porphyrios, the next from a da,‘I6 ™ reverentially  quoting from
th a t  I had iust b rought f «  «™»e modern pam phlet
th e  ideal A dept b ^ L L T ®  ‘ ® ad°rin g  the Pei^ t i o n s  of
o r some o t h e r ^ t ^ a v e i S f  h e "  ^  “  * ” * » « *  T^ da"
piggeldy it  came, in a ceaseless rivuhit ’ T  CUtlCal Clldgel H iggledy- 
and  capable of being excised w ithout C  f a™grap1I comPIete in itself 
sor. Even as i t  stands now 1 ^ 1  " P1’ede"  «
exam ination  of the w o n d ro . book ^

th a t  hGVkT ledge' does n° t  tlia t go to prove
nel th rough  which th is t id e T f  f ^ T  T l  ^  ^  W“  bnt the chan- 
in to  th e  stagnan t pool of m oderi^spiH tuarth^ught6” A s ^ ^  

subject would ask me to w rite so m ftliin g ^ b o u rso m e^ p ec ia i

p rh ap l j M , T 4 ^ ^ ? r d f ^ r t e t \ P0i H ll,“ tt r ,,OnU bro" S h ‘ in '
Wb.n  .  W  finislied, i ,  it did not L t

strong language, and call me some of the pet names th a t are apt to provoke 
the homicidal impulse ; but if I prepared to tear up my unlucky composi
tion, she would snatch i t  from me and lay it  by for subsequent use 
elsewhere, after a b it of trim m ing, and 1 would try  again. H er own 
m anuscript was often a sigh t to behold ; cut and patched, re-cut and re-past- 
ed, until if one held a page of it to the light, it would be seen to consist 
of, perhaps, six, or eight, or ten slips cu t from other pages, pasted together, 
and the tex t joined by interlined words or sentences. She became so 
dexterous in th is work th a t she used often to humorously vaunt her 
skill to friends who m ig h t be present. Our books of reference some
tim es suffered in the process, for her pasting was frequently done on 
th e ir  open pages, and volumes are not wanting in the Adyar H ead
quarters’ and London libraries which bear the m arks to this day.

From  the date of lier first appearance in the Daily Graphic, in 1874, 
throughout lier Am erican career, she was besieged by visitors about 
•whom more in due season—and if among them  there chanced to be any 
who had some special knowledge of any particular th ing cognate to lier 
field of work, she invariably  drew him  out, and, if possible, got him to 
w rite down his views or reminiscences for insertion in her book. 
Among examples of th is sort are Mr. O’S ullivans account of a magical 
seance in Paris, Mr. Rawson’s interesting sketch of the secret initiations 
of the Lebanon Druses, Dr. A lexander W ilder’s numerous notes and tex t 
paragraphs in the  Introduction and throughout both volumes, and others 
which add so much to the value ami in terest of the work. I have known 
a Jew ish Rabbi pass hours and whole days and evenings in her company, 
discussing the K abballa, and have heard him say to her that, although he 
had studied the secret science of his religion for th ir ty  years, she had 
taugh t him  things he had not even dreamed of, and thrown a clear 
lio-ht upon passages which not even his best teachers had understood. 
W hence did she get th is knowledge ? T hat she had it, was unm istakable : 
whence did she get i t  ? Not from h e r  governesses in R ussia ; not from 
any source known to her family or most intim ate friends ; not on the 
steam ships or railw ays she had been haunting in lier world-rambles 
since her fifteenth y ea r; not in any college or university, for she never 
m atriculated a t e ither; not in the huge libraries of the  world. To judge 
fi-oni her conversation and habits before she took up this monster lite ra 
ry task, she had not learn t it  at all, w hether from one source or another ; 
bu t when she needed it  she had it, and in her better moments of inspi
ra tion—if the term  be admissible—she astonished the most erudite by 
her learning quite as much as she dazzled all present by her eloquence 
and delighted them  by her wit and humorous raillery.

One m ight fancy, upon seeing the numerous quotations in “ Isis U n
veiled” th a t she had w ritten  it in an alcove of the B ritish Museum or of 
the Astor L ibrary in New York. The fact is, however, tha t our whole 
w orking library  scarcely comprised one hundred books of reference. Now 
and again single volumes would be brought her by Mr. Sotheran, Mr. 
M arble or o ther friends and, latterly , she borrowed a few of Mr. Bouton.



Of some books she made greafc use. for example, K ind’s “ G nostics;” 
Jennings’ “ R osicrucians;” Dunlop’s “ Sod” aiul 44 S pirit H istory of 
Man ; M oors “ Hindu Pantheon”; Des Mousseaux’s furious attacks 
on Magic, Mesmerism, Spiritualism , etc., all of which he denounced ns of 
the D ev il; E liphas Levi’s various works ; Jacolliot’s twenty-seven volumes ; 
Max Miiller s, H uxley’s, T yndall’s, H erbert Spencer’s works and those of 
m any other authors of great er or less rep u te : yet not to exceed the hundred, 
I  should say. Then w hat books did she consult, and w hat library had she 
access to ? P a ltry  liars have said it was M. de P alm ’s MSS. ; not knowing 
the  tru th  nor w hat m eaner th ing they could in v e n t: bu t I  have shown 
above w hat a p itifu l falsehood th a t is. Then, Mr. W. H. B urr asked 
D r. W ilder in an open le tte r to the Truth-seeker w hether the rum our was 
tru e  th a t he had w ritten  “ Isis” for H. P. B. ; to which our beloved old 
friend would tru th fu lly  reply  th a t it was a false rumour, and th a t he had 
done as much for H. P. B. as I  have above stated, had given her much 
excellent advice, and had, for a consideration, prepared the very copious 
Index of some fifty pages, from advanced plate-proofs sent him  for the 
purpose. T hat is all. A nd equally baseless is the tale th a t I  wrote the book 
and she touched it up : it  was quite the o ther way about. I  corrected 
every page of her m anuscrip t several times, and every page of the proofs ; 
wrote many paragraphs for her, often merely embodying her ideas th a t 
she could not then (mind, th is was some fifteen years before her death and 
an terio r to almost h er whole career as a w rite r of English lite ra tu re) 
fram e to her lik ing  in English ; helped her to find out quotations, and 
did  o ther purely auxiliary  w o rk : the book is hers alone, so fa r as personali
ties on this plane of m anifestation are concerned, and she m ust take all the  
praise and the blame th a t i t  deserves. She made the epoch w ith her 
book, and, in  m aking it, made m e—her pupil and auxiliary—as fit as I  m ay 
be found to be to do the  Theosophical work I  have been a t during these 
p as t seventeen years. Then, whence did H. P. B. draw  the m aterials 
w hich compose “ Isis ,” and which cannot be traced to accessible lite rary  
sources of quotation? From the Astral Light, and, by her soul-senses, from 
h e r Teachers—the “ B ro thers,” “ A depts,” “ Sages,” “ M asters,” as they 
have been variously called. How do I  know it ? By working two years 
w ith  h e r on “ Is is” and by m any more years on o ther lite rary  work.

To watch her a t w ork was a rare  and never-to-be-forgotten experi
ence. W e sat a t opposite sides of one big table usually, and I could see her 
every movement. H er pen would be flying over the  page, when she would 
suddenly stop, look out into space with the  vacant eye of the clairvoyant 
seer, shorten h e r vision as though to look a t som ething held invisibly in 
th e  a ir  before her, and begin copying w hat she saw on her paper. The 
quotation finished, her eyes would resume th e ir na tu ra l expression, and 
she would go on w ritin g  un til again stopped by a sim ilar interruption.
I  rem em ber well two instances when I, also, was able to see and even 
handle  books from whose astra l duplicates she had copied quotations 
into her M anuscript, and w hich she was obliged to “ m aterialize” for me, 
to refer to when reading the  proofs, as I  refused to pass the  pages for the

“ strike-off” unless my doubts as to the accuracy of her copy were satis
fied. One of these was a French work on Physiology and Psychology, 
the other, also by a French author, upon some branch of Neurology. 
The first was in two volumes, bound in half calf, the other in pam phlet 
w rapper. I t  was when we were living at 302 W est 47th S tree t—the once- 
famous “ Lam asery”, and the executive head-quarters of the Theosophical 
Society. I said : “ I  cannot pass this quotation, f o r i  am sure it cannot 
read as you have i t .” She said : “ 0  don’t bother : i t ’s r ig h t ; let it 
pass.” I  refused, un til finally she sa id : “ Well, keep still a minute and 
I ’ll try  to get it.” The far-aw ay look came into her eyes and presently 
she pointed to a far corner of the room, to a corner etagere on which 
were kept some curios, and in a hollow voice said “ There !” and then 
came to herself again. “ There, there ; go look for it over there!” I  went, 
and found the tw^o volumes wanted, which, to my knowledge, had not been 
in the house until th a t very moment. I compared the tex t with H .P .B ’s 
quotation, showedlier th a t I was righ t in my suspicions as to the error, made 
the  proof correction and then, a t her request, returned the two volumes 
to the  place on the etagere from which I had taken them. I resumed 
my seat and work, and when, after awhile, I looked again in th a t direc
tion, the books had disappeared ! A fter my telling th is (absolutely true) 
story, ignorant sceptics are free to doubt my sanity : I  hope it may do 
them  good. The same th ing  happened in the case of the apport of the 
o ther book, bu t th is one remained, and is in our possession a t the present 
time.

The ‘ copy’ turned oft' by H. P. B. presented the most marked dis
semblances a t different times. W hile the hand-w riting bore one peculiar 
character throughout, so th a t one fam iliar w ith her w riting would 
always be able to detect any given page as H. P. B .’s, yet, when exa
mined carefully, one discovered a t least three or four variations of the 
one style, and each of these persistent for pages together, when it would 
give place to some other of the caligrap.hic variants. T hat is to say, there 
would not often—never, as I now rem em ber—be more than two of the 
styles on the  same page, and even two only when the style wliieli had 
been running through th e  work of, perhaps, a whole evening or half an 
evening, would suddenly give place to one of the other styles which 
would, in its turn , ru n  through the rest of an evening, or the next whole 
evening, or the m orning’s ‘ copy’. One of these H. P. B. h an d -w riting  
was very small, bu t plain ; one bold and free ; another plain, of medium 
size and very legible ; and one scratchy and hard  to read, with its  queer, 
foreign-shaped a ’s and x ’s and c’s. There was also the greatest possible 
difference in the English of these various styles. Sometimes I would 
have to make several corrections in each line, while a t others, I  could 
pass many pages wit!, scarcely a fault of idiom or spelling to correct. 
Most perfect of all were the m anuscripts which were w ritten for her 
while she was sleeping. The beginning of the chapter on the civilisa
tion of Ancient E gyp t (Vol. I., Chap. xiv) is an illustration. W e bad 
stopped work the  evening before a t about 2 a . m . as usual, both too



fell a s t e p T . t l . T a h - w I d r f 6, v n ^  bef01’6 partin^ : she almost
l ied off to m j  apartm ent The ^  ^  ®°0cl"1118'llt’ so 1 hur-
..0- O ^ l J ,  1  “ d “ 1  i ’r ; ng:( 'I  “  1 *"«■
beautifully w ritten H P  B * * U1 ^  01* *01*ty pages of

w r i t t a ^ h J w — , T T " |,‘r  “ • “ “  “ a - si,e
— ye4 te „ 4 ^ e(i n't: tr ',: ; : ,:  'T ^:;“;»fHr ve" !
respect, and went to the p rin ters without w v ’ • at 1 111 evelT  '
fact th a t each change in the H  P  R ^  WaS a curious

going off into the trance or a b s t r a c ts  «tnf , ’ ° r  by ,ler
would be looking beyond me into • * w len ;i’ lifeless eyes
norm al waking state alm ost iinm ediltely" ’ V ' d ^ ^  1’e ta n iu g  io the 
d istinct change of personality or i itl 6 would also be a

l'“ * '  ° f >**' “ C»w» and J a n g le s  J  !» , tm p e r  Tl,e
w h.rhng  pythoness would rush out from tim e to ti W  t,le
the control, as alleged, of a different goddess ? I t  w n s t s t
bar the sorcery and the vertiginous t o i n g - w i t i  H  P  B t  7 ,
leave the room one person and anon re tu rn  to it ano ther' N„f
<is to visible change of nhvmVol j i 1 ' ^  finother
sp eech , a n d  m a n n e rs  ; w ith  d i u t  i n f j ' n t ^  !!! | T  *° ° f  m o lio " '
o f  ti l in g s , d if fe re n t c o m m an d  o f  E n g lish  n H * ' Hs’ ov,-'>lt v iew s
— , a n d  d if fe re n t— v ery , re™  m ^  ^ ' T  ^  *"d

w h ic h , a t  its  su n n ie s t, w as a lm o s t angel^e " “ i  ^  ’
Sometimes my most stunid v ± i  . ’ a^niost devilish,
wished me to p u t would be m.« T  i  °  lam6 m wl'ltino the ideas she 
others, for, ^  “
Plode w ith  rage ami s t t  T j *  —  *  ~
lence were, no doubt, a t times, explicable by her state o n ^ r ^  l l  ^  
quite n o rm al; but this theory  would not, in the least suffi ^
some of her tantram s. S innett adm irably describes her 
as a m ystic combination of a goddess 'ind n Tm f i • * pn  e le tte i*
h«vio»i- in these different Z o Z  "  s i’ „ T ' t *  h“
tho snpei-ticial a ttribu tes one m i . l t  ]mvc e™ e te  1 • ^  " ° n°
and how she could a t tho ° +• ^ exPected ln a spiritual teacher ;
o 'veil np the  “ ! « t  1  “ 2  f T 1"*"- e '“ ^ ‘ *» '■ « °
c a p a b le  o f g o in g  in to  W i es o f p a .s io f , l  “  ^ 7 m e n ‘' ^  ^

i ^ T n a - i r * ?
tits  o f p a ss io n , a n d  sh o w ed  a  c l e e p . ^ w  ‘ ""l!»v«™ «bl.
every k ind  of au thority  or control “ Tl 5• ?* against

»f
Incidents in the Life of Madame B l a v a t s k ^  224 .

herself described in a fam ily le tte r (Op. cit. p. *205) her psychical ex
perience while w riting  h e r book :—

“ When I wrote ‘ Isis * 1 wrote it so easily, that it was certainly no 
labour, but a real pleasure. Why should I  be praised for it ? Whenever I 
am told to write, I  sit down and obey, and then I can write easily upon 
almost anything—metaphysics, psychology, philosophy, ancient religions, 
zoology, natural sciences, or what not. 1 never put myself the question : 
‘ Can [ write on this subject P \  .. or 4 am I  equal to the task But 1 sim
ply sit down and ivriie. Wrhy ? Because somebody who knoios all dictates to 
me. My Master, and occasionally others whom I knew on my travels years 
ago. Please do not imagine I  have lost my senses. I  have hinted to you 
before now about them . . . and I  tell you candidly, that whenever I  write 
upon a subject I  know^little or nothing of, I  address myself to them, and one 
of them inspires me, i. e., he allows me to simply copy what I write from 
manuscripts, and even printed m atter that pass before my eyes, in the air, 
during which process I have never been unconscious one single instant.M

She once wrote her noble sister Vera about the  same subject— 
th e  m anner of her w riting  :—

“ You may disbelieve me, but I tell you that in saying this I speak but 
the t r u th ; I  am solely occupied, not with writing ‘ Is is / but with Isis herself. 
I  live in a kind of permanent enchantment, a life of visions and sights with 
open eyes, and no trance whatever to deceive my senses ! I sit and watch the 
fair goddess constantly. And as she displays before me the secret meaning 
of her long lost secrets, and the veil becoming with every hour thinner and 
more transparent, gradually falls off before my eyes, I  hold my breath and can
hardly trust to my senses !...... For several years, in order not to forget what
I have learned elsewhere, I  have been made to have permanently before my 
eyes all that I  need to see. Thus, night and day, the images of the past are 
ever marshalled before my inner eye. Slowly, and gliding silently like images
in an enchanted panorama, centuries after centuries appear before me...... and
I  am made to connect these epochs with certain historical events, and I  knotv 
there can be no mistake. Races and nations, countries and cities, emerge dur
ing some former century, then fade out and disappear during some other one,
the precise date of which I  am then told by......Hoary antiquity gives room
to historical periods ; myths are explained by real events and personages who 
have really existed; and every important, and often unimportant event, 
every revolution, a new leaf turned in the book of life of nations—with its 
incipient course and subsequent natural results—remains photographed in
my mind as though impressed in indelible colours...... When I  think and
watch my thoughts, they appear to me as though they were like those 
little bits of wood of various shapes and colours, in the game known as the 
casse-tete : I  pick them up one by one, and try to make them fit each other,
first taking one, then putting  it aside until I find its match, and finally
there always comes out in the end something geometrically correct......
I  certainly refuse point-blank to attribute it to my own knowledge or memory, 
for I  could never arrive alone at either such premises or conclusions...I tell 
you seriously I  am helped. And he who helps me is my G u r u .”  (Op. cit. 207).

She tells her aunt th a t during her Master's absence on some other 
occupation,—



“ He awakens in me, his substitute in knowledge...At such times it i*

Z h e ° s l r m e °  On!v T  “ 7 " " 7  ‘ lumin0u8'»elf ’’ ^  «*inks andtes tor me. Only see...you who know me. When was I ever so learned
as to write such things P Whence was all this knowledge P”

for J ! ! Cenrr t e -a !Iy; “  U r adS’ thiS eXpla,lation is '™‘d]y  satisfactory ; 
for f the disjointed thought-bits of her psychical cane-We always fitted
together so as to make her puzzle-map strictly  geometrical, then her

n Z 17 T ,  7  be ? "  f,'0m err0rs’ ai,d hei> “ t r i a l s  run  together 
in to  an  orderly scheme of logical and literary sequence. Needless to
say, th e  opposite is the  case; and that, even as “ Isis Unveiled” came off 
th e  press of 1 row, after Bouton had spent above § 600 for the correc
tions and alterations th a t she had made in galley, page and electroplate 
pioofs, i t  was, and to th is  day is, w ithout a definite literary  plan. Volume 
I  professes to be confined to questions of Science, Volume I I  to those of 

. e igioij, ye t there are m any portions in each volume th a t belong in the

°f v  i TT / r  K'SllngblUT’ who sketch°d out the Table of Contents
L r t i fv ’tn ' I 1’?  1 WaS Sketdlin" out th a t of Vol. I, can
testify  to the difficulty we had in tracing  the features of a plan for each
oi: our respective Volumes.

Then again, when the  publisher perem ptorily refused to pu t any 
m ore capital into^the venture, we had prepared alm ost enough a d d l  
tional MS. to make a th ird  volume, and th is was ruth lessly  cfestroyed
w a n H ^ - l H - P B- ^ t  dreaming that she should ever 
want to utilize it m India, and the Theosophnt, “ Secret Doctrine” and
her o th e r subsequent lite ra ry  productions, not being even thought of 
How often she and I  mingled our regrets tlm t all th a t valuable m aterial 
had  been so thoughtlessly w asted !

* T e a 'Vay’ a t the b00k for sevei‘al months and had
tu rn ed  out 870-odd pages of m anuscript when, one evening, she pu t me

0 beqr  r w •’ ,toT ob,; r ....... (om> 1 i  L ™ *
t L  l f f  a,gani;  , 1'emember the shock it  gave me to th ink
head f  1 , T  lab°r’ ° f Ps^chical tlmnder-storms andhead-splitting archaeological conundrums, were to count-as I, in my blind
puppy  ignorance im a g in e d -fo r  nothing. However, as my love and
reverence.and g^ tltude to this and all the Masters, for
me th e  privilege of sharing  in th e ir  work was w ithout lim its, I  consent 
ed and  a t i t  we went again. W ell form e, was it, th a t I  did • for hnv 
*ng  proved my steadfastness of purpose and my loyalty to H  P  B
1 got am ple sp iritual rew ard. Principles were e x o la i r J
m ultifarious illustrations given in the way of psychical phenomenl,’

a t  t h a tHr a t I ! b y  t l o ’t i m e  U.®4 !«»▼» a l r e a d y  c o s t  S 2 8 0 - 8 o 7 a m l
e x p e n s e  t h a t  e a c h  c o p y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  1 0 0 0  w i l l  J t  h a n ( h c a p p e d  w i t h  s u c h  f e a r f n l
g e t  f o r  i t ,  a v e r y  d i s e o u r a g i n i  stateo £ K  t  o  ■"»«* t h a n  w e  s h a l l
t io n  o f th e  f irs t vo lum e a lo n e  (w ith  s tc re o tv n im rl ° ' n  -Ihe cost of eom posi-
fo ro n e  v o lu m e  alone, m ind  y o u  w ith o T t  ° Un,tS S 1>359 '69’ and  th is
j .  w .  B o u to n .” N o t on ly  d M ’.h e  m X  S ’ T -'*  b in d in 0 ! Y o a rs  *™ ly,
a f te r  th e  p la te s  w ere  c a s £  sh e  h ad  th em  cn * co rre c tio n s  in  th e  ty p e s , b u t  e v e !
n e w  th i n g s  t h a t  o c c u r re d  to  h e r  o r  t h a t  s h e  h a d  c o m e T c r o £  In *  ,n 8 ° r t

I was helped to make experim ents for myself, was made to know 
and to profit by acquaintance w itli various Adepts, and, gene
rally, to fit myself—so far as my ingrained stubbornness and 
practical worldly self-sufficiency would perm it—for tlie then un
suspected fu ture of public work th a t has since become a m atter of 
history. People have often thought it very strange, in fact incompre
hensible tha t, of all those who have helped in th is  Theosophical 
movement, often at the  heaviest self-sacrifice, I should have been 
the only one so favoured w ith personal experiences of and w ith the 
M ahatm as th a t the fact of th e ir  existence is a m atter of as actual know
ledge as the existence of my own relatives or in tim ate friends. I can
not account for it myself. I  know w hat I know, b u t not why many 
of my colleagues do not know as much. As it stands, m any people have 
told me th a t they pin th e ir faith  in the  Mahatmas upon my unchanging 
and unimpeached personal testimony, which supplements the sta te
m ents of H. P. B. Probably I was so blessed because I had to 
launch the ship “ Theosophy” w ith H. P. B. for H. P. B ’s Masters, and 
to steer it through many maelstroms and cyclones, when nothing short 
of actual knowledge of the sound basis of our movement would have 
enabled me to stick to my post so long as two planks of the composite ship 
should cling together. T hat it was a proof of the workings of Karma, 
is to me undeniable ; and I  have always believed tha t, after I am dead 
and gone, other witnesses w ill come forward to testify  to these things. 
For instance, Damodar may, by th a t time, be fit to come back from Tibet 
and resum e the Indian work ; or some competent teacher may make 
his appearance and give us the  fresh nourishm ent we need, instead of 
rechauffes of the cold-baked meats left by H. P . B. on her table. 
W e shall get w hat we deserve, never fear.

Let us next a ttem pt to analyze the mental state of H. P. B. while 
w riting  her book, and see if any known hypothesis will give us the cine 
to those m arked differences in personality, hand-w riting and m entality 
above mentioned. The task  is one of so delicate and complicated a 
nature  th a t. I doubt if such a psychical problem, save Shakespeare’s, 
has ever been presented b efo re ; and I  th ink  that, a fter reading w hat I 
have to say, my fellow-students in Theosophy and Occult Science will 
concur in  th is opinion. I  have elsewhere publicly declared tha t even 
the close intim acy of all those years of collaboration did not enable 
me to say th a t I  really know who H. P. B. was, nor w hat was the exact 
m easure of her powers. B ut I  can say very confidently th a t nobody 
in the Society knew her so well, as she was between the years 1874 and 
1885, both as a public character and a private individual. I  am quite 
ure her fam ily will endorse th is statem ent if asked.

H. S. OLCOTT.
(To be Continued.)



THE HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY: THE ESOTERIC KEY  
OF EAST AND WEST.

P a r t  I I .— T h e  F i r s t  H e r m e t i c  P r i n c i p l e .

A T the very commencement of the Sm aragdine Table, stands a maxim 
Jri. which may well be regarded as the root of the whole Hermetic 
System. Variously transla ted  by different w riters, and sometimes 
adorned w ith certain florid verbiage foreign to the original simplicity 
and directness of the  H erm etic writings, the m eaning may bo thus set 
down, probably, w ithout controversy “ T hat which is below is as th a t 

w hich is above. As in the Macrocosm, so in the Microcosm.” This g reat 
maxim, we may take to be one of the  Esoteric keys of E ast and W est, 
inasm uch as.it seems to be as fu lly  recognized as representing a clear and 
certa in  principle in the philosophy of the Him alayas, of China, and of 
'1 hibet,- as i t  is m the Schools which trace th e ir origin from Ancient 
E gypt. The in terpretation, however, as we shall see, presents some 
differences showing how the  two m ain lines of Occult Philosophy m ust 
have diverged a t a very early period.

In  seeking to compare two g rea t systems, a common symbol is of 
very  g re a t value, and such symbol we find in the  sacred Lotus, the Holy 
F low er of the Nile. There is no doubt th a t the Lotus originally, and 
prim arily , symbolized the  Sun. Thus, in a tex t a t D enderah we find 
“ T he Sun, which was from the  beginning, rises like a haw k from the 
m idst of its lotus bud. W hen the  doors of its leaves open in sapphire- 
coloured brilliancy, i t  has divided the  n ight from the  day” (Brugsch. 
R eligion und Mythologie der a lten  (Egypten). I t  would be superfluous 
to  quote the  num berless o ther texts to the same effect, which may be 
found in the  pages of Brugsch, of Em m anuel de Rouge, of P ierret, Mari- 
ette, and Maspero. Even the  m ost cursory exam ination of the hierogly
phics, even a novice’s reading of the  Book of the D ead is sufficient to 
establish  th is, and indeed the  very natu re  of the flower makes it a most 
appropria te  symbol. Rooted in the  mud of the Nile, and stretching up 
its  long slender stem to m eet and gree t the g rea t lum inary it expands 
on th e  surface, the child  of w ater and of fire into a disk which repre
sents th e  Sun disk reflected in th e  w aters of the  Holy River, which are 
th e  reflections of the  Celestial Ocean,—the visible sky, as th is  again is 
th e  reflection of the  w aters of creation.

In  Ind ia  we find the same symbolism, for the  lotus is th e  emblem 
of all th e  B rahm anic Gods, and all these are connected w ith  the Snn, 
every one has the lotus pedestal, though th is is best known through 
th e  sta tues of Buddha. B ut th e  E gyptian  symbology goes fu r
th e r—th e  Sun’s rays, s trik in g  on th e  moist mud of the  Holy River, 
im p art life and v ita l energy, the  lotus flower dies, bn t the soil 
w herein  i t  grew, re-vitalized, sends up another flower, a fresh 
m anifestation of life, draw n fo rth  by the  action of sp irit upon m atter, of 
th e  solar w arm th on the moist earth , therefore th e  lotus stood to the 
old E gyptians for a symbol of th e  resurrection. As above so below

Tlie Sun died in tlic W est in tlie evening, the Sun was re-born upon the 
earth  in the morning, the lotus flower his symbol died, and the Sun, 
the god of tlie lotus, raised another lotus flower from the warm mud. 
So then  m ust man, a fte r dying like the setting Sun or the fading lotus 
flower, be raised again.

This we know was the Egyptian belief, and in the “ Book of tbe 
Dead ” we find it  very fully exemplified, and hence the Egyptians from 
tlie very earliest ages exercised the greatest care in the preservation of 
the ir dead.

N or was th is all for the symbol thus typifying the  Solar renewal 
of v itality , both of the Sun in the heavens and the soul of man, must 
needs also typify  the renewal of physical life on the earth, and hence 
it became also a phallic symbol, typical of physical generation. This 
sense also was known in India, where the use of the lotus emblem in 
the Lin gam-Yoni worship has been exhaustively treated  in such books 
as Moor’s H indu Pantheon, Inm an’s A ncient Pagan and Modern C hrist
ian Symbolism, and Birdwood’s Industrial A rts of India.

The absence of anything in the E ast analogous to the R itual of 
the dead is significant, and the different modes of disposal of the dead 
serves to throw  a strong ligh t on this difference. The body, which, in 
E gypt was preserved w ith  the most scrupulous care and rendered in
destructible by spices and ointments, in the E ast was cremated, com
m itted  to the  sacred Ganges, or, as among the Parsees, to the birds of the 
air. M atter was evil, the descent of the  soul into m atte r was a curse 
to be got rid  of as soon as possible, the body a prison house, and rein
carnation a misery. M atter therefore was something which it  was the 
soul’s mission to get rid  of w ith all convenient speed. The meaning of 
th is doctrine is too fully expounded in the Buddhist Scriptures, and in 
Theosophical works to need any elucidation here. For the ancient 
Egyptian, however, so fa r as we can guage his m ental attitude, the 
Sun to which he looked as a revelation of the supreme, entered, by 
his rays and his heat into m atter, purging and purifying it. M atter was 
only evil, because of separateness and darkness, original m atter was one 
w ith  sp irit and both perfectly good. The Sun purging and purifying 
brought the lotus flower from the Nile mud, thus transm uting the dark 
and separate into his own image. This, then, was the function of the 
soul of man, the  em anating spark of the Divine, to transm ute and purify 
the m a tte r w ith  which it  was linked, L e his body. Hence the 
body was not an evil th ing  to be destroyed as soon as done with, 
like a plague-infected garm ent, the like whereof we tru st never to 
don again, bu t to be religiously preserved, emblem in any case of a 
belief th a t the soul, having done something to purge and purify will, a t 
the same time, again set about the  process, starting  w ith  a body so much 
the be tte r as she has succeeded, and not only this, but a standing memorial 
of the am ount of success achieved, as a loving parent may keep a child’s 
first copy book.



S u c h  t o  t h e  E g y p t i a n  w e r e  t h e  S u n ’s  g i f t s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s ,  s h o w n  

c l e a r l y  b y  t h e  w o r s h i p  r e n d e r e d  b y  K h u e n - a r t e n  a t  T e l - e l - a m a r n a  t o  

e  o l a r  d i s k ,  a n d  b y  t h e  h i e r o g l y p h i c s  s h o w i n g  e a c h  r a y  t e r m i n a t i n g  
i n  a  h u m a n  h a n d ,  p o u r i n g  d o w n  b l e s s i n g  o n  t h e  e a r t h .

A s  c e r t a i n  d o u b t s  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  u p o n  t h e  a n t i q u i t y  o f t h e  “ B o o k  o f  

t h e  D e a d ”  a s  a  H e r m e t i c  w o r k ,  a n d  e v e n  o n  i t s  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  i t  m a y  b e  

u s e f u l  h e r e  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r k  w e  f in d  r e p e a t e d  m e n 

t i o n  o f  “ T h e  B o o k 1' a n d  “  T h e  B o o k  o f  S h e t h , ”  ’a n d  i n  t h e  v i g n e t t e  t o  

C h a p t e r  9 4  i s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  o f f e r i n g  t o  S h e t h  t h e  v e r y

„  ®r m e t lC  b o o k  a !h u 1 e d  t o  5 a  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y - d i s c o v e r e d  
a p y r u s  o f  A m , ”  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  d y n a s t y  

c i r c a  1 ,4 0 0  B .  C .,  a n d  n o w  i s s u e d  i n  f a c - s i m i l e  b y  t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ,  w i l l  g i v e  a  v e r y  f a i r  i d e a  o f  t h e  H e r m e t i c  i d e a s  o f  t h a t  

d a t e ,  w h i c h  m a y  p r o f i t a b ly  b e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  Q a b a l a h  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

. a u t h o r i t i e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a p e r  o f  t h i s  s e r i e s .

F a r  o l d e r  t h a n  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h i s  v e n e r a b l e  S c r i p t u r e ,  f o r  o n e  o f  

i t s  c h a p t e r s  ( t h e  6 4 t h )  w a s  f o u n d  w r i t t e n  o n  a  p l a t e  o f  m e t a l ,  in s c r i b e d  

i n  b l u e ,  ( t h e  c o lo u r  o f  t h e  s k y ,  b e  i t  o b s e r v e d )  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  M e n - k a u - r a  

( o r  M y c e n n u s )  c i r c a  B .  C . 3 7 3 3 - 3 5 6 6 ,  a n d  o n  t h e  c o f f in s  o f  Q u e e n  M e n -  
t o - h a p t  a n d  K i n g  S e - b a - k a a  o f  t h e  11t h  d y n a s t y .

I n  a  c o n t i n u o u s  s t r e a m  f r o m  t h a t  t i m e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  w e  c a n  

t r a c e  t h i s  g r e a t  S c r i p t u r e  v a r y i n g  i n  d e e d ,  g r o w i n g  c o r r u p t ,  a l m o s t  i n d e 

c i p h e r a b l e  a t  l a s t ,  b u t  s t i l l  r e c o g n i z a b l y  t h e  s a m e .  T h o u g h  i n  t h e  1 7 t l i  

d y n a s t y  ( B .  C .  2 4 6 6 ) ,  n o  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  s a m e  

d o c t r i n e s  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d ,  y e t  t h e i r  c o m m o n  o r i g i n  i s  a p p a r e n t ,  a n d  t h e  

L o t u s  a n d  S u n  s y m b o l o g y  i s  e v e r y w h e r e  p r e d o m i n a n t .

A  f a v o u r i t e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  w r i t e r s  o n  c o m p a r a t i v e  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  t h e  

g r o w t h  o f  r e l i g i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  o r i g i n  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n  

w a s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  n a t u r a l  m y t h s ,  a n d  w a s  i n  f a c t  m e r e l y  a  h i g h l y  p o e t i c  

m e t h o d  o f  s t a t i n g  c e r t a i n  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  w e a t h e r .  A n  e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t

o  e a r n i n g  h a s  b e e n  e x p e n d e d  o n  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  g r e a t  g o d s  

o f  e v e r y  P a n t h e o n  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  N a t u r e — t h e  s u n ,  t l i e  r a in ,  t h e  w i n d  

t h e  d r i f t i n g  c l o u d  a n d  t h e  l i k e ,  a n d  t r a c i n g  i n  t h e i r  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r i e s  

t h e  s t o r y  o f  a  t h u n d e r s t o r m ,  o r  o f  t h e  d a w n  o f  d a y ,  a n d  t h e  s u n  d r y i n g  u p  

t h e  d e w - d r o p s  o r  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n a .  A l l  t h i s  t h e o r y  t h e  H e r m e t i c  P h i 

l o s o p h y  r e j e c t s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  m a s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a l l u d e d  t o  i s  o f  g r e a t  

v a l u e  m  h e l p i n g  t h e  H e r m e t i s t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s .  “ A s  

a b o v e ,  s o  b e l o w , ”  a n d  i t  w a s  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  c e r t a i n  s e q u e n c e s  o f  e v e n t s  

t o o k  p l a c e ,  a n d ,  in d e e d ,  a r e  f o r  e v e r  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h o s e  i n t e l l i 

g e n c e s  w h o ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f ,  a n d  a s  e m a n a t i o n s  f r o m ,  t h e  D i v i n e ,  

c r e a t e d  t h e  K o s m o s ,  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  s e q u e n c e s  m u s t  f o l l o w ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

g r e a t  H e r m e t i c  l a w  i n  t h e  s t a r r y  s p a c e s ,  i n  t h e  m u n d a n e  w e a t h e r  p h e n o 

m e n a ,  a n d  o t h e r  e a r t h l y  e v e n t s  ; a l s o  i n  t h e  l i f e  a n d  t h e  b o d y  o f  m a n ,  a n d  

i n  e v e r y t h i n g  w h i c h  e x i s t s  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e s t  t o  t h e  l o w e s t ,  f r o m  t h e  a r c h 

a n g e l  t o  t h e  a t o m .  T h e  H e r m e t i s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e x p e c t s  t o  f i n d  t h e  m y t h o 

l o g y  o f  e v e r y  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  weather-phenomena a n d

in  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  a n d  g e n e r a t i o n  ; w e r e  t h i s  n o t  s o ,  

t h e  g r e a t  H e r m e t i c  l a w  w o u l d  b e  f a l s i f i e d  a n d  t h e  wrl i o l e  p h i l o s o p h y  

w o u l d  b e  w r o n g  ; b u t  t h e  H e r m e t i s t  c a n  n o  m o r e  a s c r i b e  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  

r e l i g i o n s  t o  w e a t h e r - m y t l i s  o r  p h a l l i c  s y m b o l s  t h a n  h e  c a n  a s c r ib e  t h e  

b i r t h  o f  t h e  S u n  t o  t h e  d u c k - p o n d  t l i a t  r e f le c t s  h i s  r a y s .

A s  t h e  l o t u s  wra s  t h e  f l o w e r  o f  t h e  S u n ,  O s ir i s  w a s  t h e  G o d  o f  t h e  

S u n ,  a s  T y p l i o n  w a s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  s h a d o w  a n d  s t o r m ,  t h e  g o d  o f  t h e  e c l i p s e .  

I n  t h e  o ld  E g y p t i a n  h i e r o g l y p h i c s ,  w e  l i a v e  O s ir i s  s y m b o l i z e d  b y  a  

t h r o n e  a n d  a n  e y e ,  h a v i n g  t h e  h i e r o g l y p h i c  f o r m  o f  “ o s ”  a n d  “  i r i ”  

(O sir i^ ) a l s o  t h e  H e b r e w  w o r d  i s  a  p e r m u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d s  s i g n i f y i n g  

s e e d  a n d  t h e  b o a t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u n ,  a n d  a l l  f o r m i n g  t h e  s a m e  e n u m e r a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  666 a b o u t  w h i e h  m u c h  n o n s e n s e  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n .  

O s i n s  w a s  w o r s h i p p e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t i m e s  in  E g y p t ,  a n d  w e  f in d  h i s  

n a m e  o n  t h e  h i e r o g l y p h i c s  o f  t h e  4 t h  d y n a s t y  ( B .  C . 3 7 3 3 — 3 5 6 6 ) .  B u t  

d u r i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  H y k s o s ,  T y p l i o n  r e i g n e d  i n s t e a d ,  b u t  a f t e r  

t h e i r  e x p u l s i o n  h e  w a s  d r i v e n  o u t ,  a n d  h i s  n a m e  o b l i t e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  

m o n u m e n t s .  O s i r i s  r a i s e d  t o  l i f e  a g a i n ,  b e c a m e  t h e  g u i d e  o f  t h e  d e a d ,  

t h e i r  j u d g e ,  a n d  t h e  m e d i a t o r  b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n .  E v e n  s o  t h e  s u n ,  

e m b l e m  i n  t h e  s k y  o f  O s ir i s ,  p a s s e s  a t  t h e  a u t u m n a l  e q u i m o x  t o  d e c r e a s e d  

p o w e r ,  c o l d  a n d  d a r k n e s s ,  r e t u r n i n g  a t  t h e  v e r n a l  e q u i m o x  t o  e n l i g h t e n  

a n d  r e - v i t a l i z e  t h e  w o r l d ; e v e n  s o  a g a i n  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  h e  p a s s e s  o u t  o f  

s i g h t  t o  b e  r e - b o r n  t o  t h e  e a r t h  i n  t h e  m o r n in g ,  a n d  h i s  f lo w e r ,  t h e  l o t u s ,  

c l o s e s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  t o  o p e n  h e r  w h i t e  b u d  a g a i n  t o  g r e e t  h i m  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g .  S o  i s  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  s l e e p i n g  a n d  w a k i n g  i n  m a n ,  s o  i s  t h e  

a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  h i s  v e r y  h e a r t - b e a t s .  I n  e v e r y  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  

w o r l d ,  w e  m a y  e x c l a i m  w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  “  O s i r i s  h a s  b e e n  s l a i n

b y  t h e  g r e a t  d r a g o n  A p o p , ”  a n d  a g a i n  “  O s ir i s  h a s  r i s e n  a g a i n  t o  l i f e __

O s i r i s  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  f r o m  t h e  d e a d . ”  W h e t h e r  w e  t a k e  i t  t o  b e  t h e  

c o n q u e s t  o f  g o o d  o v e r  e v i l ,  o f  l i g h t  o v e r  d a r k n e s s ,  o f  l i f e  o v e r  d e a t h ,  o n  

a n y  p l a n e ,  s p i r i t u a l ,  m e n t a l ,  p s y c h i c  o r  p h y s i c a l ,  t h e  s a m e  g r e a t  i n y t h o s  

g i v e s  t h e  k e y  a n d  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  m a x i m ,  “ A s  a b o v e ,  s o - b e l o w . ”

T h e  H e r m e t i c  P h i l o s o p h y  m u s t  a l s o  r e j e c t  a s  b e i n g ,  nofc i n 

d e e d  a n  u n t r u e ,  b u t  a  p a r t i a l  a n d  i n c o m p l e t e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  t h e  t h e o r y  

o f  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  a f f ir m  t h a t  t h e  m y t h i c a l  s t o r i e s  w e r e  m e r e l y  

s y m b o l i c  a n d  c o u l d  h a v e  n o  p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y  “  A s  a b o v e  s o  b e 

l o w . ”  W h a t e v e r  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h  m u s t  h a v e  a  p h y s i c a l  a n d  v i s i b l e  

p r e s e n t m e n t .  A n d  t h i s  m e a n s  n o t  t h a t  O s ir i s  a n d  I s i s  a n d  Sefc a n d  

T y p l i o n  e v e r  h a d  h u m a n  o r  q u a s i - h u m a n  f o r m s ,  f o r  t h e  v e r y  w a y  in  

w h i c h  t h e i r  s t o r y  i s  t o ld ,  s h o w s  t h a t  w h a t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  w a s  t h e  

p r e s e n t m e n t  o f  t h e  o n e  g r e a t  K o s m i c  m y t l i o s  i n  i t s  a s t r a l  p r e s e n t m e n t ,  

w h e n  i t  o r i g i n a t e d  a n d  c a u s e d  e a r t h y  a n d  m a t e r i a l  r e f l e c t io n s  o f  i t ;  b u t  

t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  m u s t ,  a t  s o m e  t i m e  o r  o t h e r ,  s o m e  d e f in i t e  p o i n t  o f  s p a c e  

a n d  t i m e ,  h a v e  a  v i s i b l e  a n d  p h y s i c a l  p r e s e n t m e n t  w h e r e i n  a l l  t h e  s e 

q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  m y t h o s  a r e  c o r r e c t l y  m a n i f e s t e d .

T h e  d u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a s t r a l  p o t e n c y  k n o w n  a s  O s i r i s — t h e  p o t e n 

c y  w h o s e  r e f l e c t i o n  w a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s u n — s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  p u z z l e  t o



s t r a n g e r s .  W h e n  Z e n o p h a n e s ,  t h e  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  v i s i t e d  E g y p t  

( B .  C .  5 6 6 — 5 2 4 ) ,  h e  h e a r d  t h e  m o u r n f u l  w a i l  o f  t h e  M a n e r o s ,  o r  G o n y  
o f  S e v e

“  O h ,  h a p l e s s  I s i s  ! O s i r i s  i s  i i o  m o r e . ”  

s u n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  a n d  e n q u i r e d  “  H o w  i s  t h i s  ? i f  h e  b e  a  m a n ,  

w h y  s h o u l d  y o u  w o r s h i p  h i m  F i f  a  G o d ,  y o u  n e e d  n o t  t a l k  o f  h i s  s u f 

f e r i n g s .’1 Y e t ,  h e r e i n ,  t h e  o l d  H e r m e t i s t  s a w  c l e a r l y  t h e  s y n t h e s i s ,  t h e  

r e c o n c i l e r  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  o f  G o d  a n d  m a n .

I n  a  h y m n  t o  O s i r i s  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  d y n a s t y  ( B .  C . 1 7 0 0 — 1 4 0 0 ) ,  

i s  w r i t t e n  “  H i s  p r a i s e  i s  s u n g  a s  h e  w a l k s  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  a n d  o v e r t h r o w s  

t h e  i m p u r e  o n  e a r t h .  H e  j u d g e s  t h e  w o r l d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  w i l l .  H i s  

n a m e  b e c o m e s  h a l l o w e d ,  h i s  i n i m i t a b l e  l a w s  a r e  r e s p e c t e d ,  e v i l  f l i e s  

a w a y ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  p e a c e  a n d  p l e n t y  u p o n  e a r t h .  J u s t i c e  i s  t h e n  e s 

t a b l i s h e d  a n d  i n i q u i t y  p u r g e d  a w a y . ”

M . M a s p e r o  f in d s  t h e  g r e a t  O s i r i a n  m y t h s  i n  a l l  i t s  d e t a i l s  a s  e a r l y  

a s  t h e  F i r s t  D y n a s t y  ( B .  C . 4 4 0 0 — 4 1 3 3 ) .  T h e  c l e a r e s t  a c c o u n t s  o f  i t  

a r e  g i v e n  b y  M . L a f e b u r e  i n  “  L e s  Y e u x  d ’ H o r n s  e t  O s i r i s . ”

A t  p r e s e n t ,  i m m e m o r i a l  a s  i s  t h e  c i v i l i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  

I n d i a ,  n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  t h e  O s ir ia n  m y Tt h  c a n  b e  p r o v e d  t o  

t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s .  W e  g e t  u n l u c k i l y  i n t o  a  r e a l m  o f  w i l d  

s t a t e m e n t  u n s u p p o r t e d  b y  t a n g i b l e  e v i d e n c e ,  a n d  m e t  g e n e r a l l y  b y  

b l a n k  i n c r e d u l i t y .  I n  E g y p t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  c h r o n o lo g y ,  t h o u g h  f a r  f r o m  

p e i  f e e t ,  i s  i n  a f a r  m o r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a t e ,  a n d  i t s  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  w i t h i n  
f a i r l y  w e l l  a s c e r t a i n e d  l i m i t s .

T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  p o i n t  w h i c h  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h o u g h  

i t  h a s  b e e n  h a r d l y  e v e r  n o t i c e d  b y  E g y p t o l o g i s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  t h e  c o n n e c 

t i o n  o f  t h e  l o t u s  f l o w e r  w i t h  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  v o l u t e  o f  I o n i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

t h e  s p i r a l  c u r v e  o f  t h e  s t e m ,  g i v i n g  t h e  s p i r a l  s y m b o l ,  o f t e n  o c c u r s  o n  

t h e  h e i r o g l y p h i c s ,  a n d  i n  t h e s e  f o r m s  t h e r e  i s  a  t e n d e n c y  i n  t h e  f l o w e r  t o  

b e c o m e  d e g e n e r a t e  a n d  f a l l  i n t o  a  m e r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

i t s  t h r e e  s e p a l s .  T h e  s a m e  f o r m  p r e c i s e l y  a p p e a r s  i n  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  a r t ,  t h e  

v o l u t e  g r o w i n g  m o r e  m a r k e d  a n d  b e c o m i n g  d o u b le d ,  t h e  f l o w e r  s m a l l e r  

a n d  m o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  t i l l  t h e  t r u e  I o n i c  c a p i t a l  i s  e v o l v e d .  A n  i m 

p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  i s  t h i s ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  a n c i e n t  E g y p t  

w i t h  G r e e c e  a n d  w i t h  A s i a  M in o r ,  a n d  t h r o w i n g  f r e s h  l i g h t  o n  t h e  

t h e o r i e s  o f  F l i n d e r s  P e t r i e  d e r i v i n g  E g y p t i a n  c i v i l i s a t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  

E u r o p e  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  l i o n s  o f  M y e r n e e .  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  a l s o ,  

t h e  c u r i o u s  m a y  f in d  s o m e  l i g h t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S w a s t i c a  a s  g i v e n  

b y  D r .  S i k l i e m a n n  i n  “  T r o a s . ”  M e a n t i m e  w e  m a y  n o t e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

p i e c e  o f  s y m b o l i s m  i n  t h e  s p i r a l  o r  v o l u t e d  s t e m  o f  t h e  l o t u s ,  c o m m o n  

b o t h  t o  t h e  E a s t  a n d  W re s t ,  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  s o u l ’s  p r o g r e s s  i s  

s a i d  t o  b e  o n  a  s p i r a l ,  a n d  t h e  p a t h s  o f  t h e  p l a n e t s  a r e  s p i r a l s ,  s o  a l s o  

t h e  s t e m  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  l o t u s  f l o w e r  d r a w s  i t s  n o u r i s h m e n t  c o i l e d  

i n  a  s p i r a l  v o l u t e  d e n o t e s  t h e  s p i r a l  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  v i t a l  s t r e a m ,  a n d  o f  

the f i r s t  m a n i f e s t e d  l i f e .  T h i s  s p i r a l  c o u r s e  i s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  E a s t e r n  o c c u l 
tism also.

S o  f a r  a s  w e  h a v e  g o n e  t h e n ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

t w o  s c h o o l s  i s  th a fc  w h o s e  m a t e r i a l  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  d i s 

p o s a l  o f  t h e  d e a d ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c a r e  s h o w n  in  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

b o d y  b y  t h e  E g y p t i a n s ,  t h e  e q u a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  c a r e  to  d e s t r o y  t h e  b o d y  

b y  t h e  O r i e n t a l s  ; a n d  i t  i s  q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e s e  i n d i 

c a t e  t h e  n a t u r a l  i n s t i n c t s  o f  s o u l s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  

i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  e v e n  t o  s p e c u l a t e  w h i c h  i s  t h e  h i g h e r  o r  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  • 

e v e n  t o - d a y  w e  s e e  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  E a s t e r n ,  a n d  t h e  W e s t e r n  t o  w h o m  

o r i e n t a l  i d e a s  a n d  m o d e s  o f  t h o u g h t  c o m e  n a t u r a l l y ,  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  

c r e m a t i o n  a s  t h e  m o s t  p r o p e r ,  a n d  in  e v e r y  w a y ,d e s i r a b l e  m o d e  o f  d i s p o s i n g  

o f  l i i s  b o d y  a f t e r  d e a t h  ; w h i l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  W e s t e r n ,  w i t h o u t  s p e c i a l  

t r a i n i n g  o f  h i s  i n s t i n c t s ,  r e g a r d s  c r e m a t i o n  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  a k i n  t o  h o r 

r o r .  I t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u p p o s e  t l i a t  s o m e  r e a l i t y  l i e s  b e h i n d  t h i s  w e l l  

n i g h  u n i v e r s a l  f e e l i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  w h a t  m a y  a f t e r  d e a t h  b e  a  m o s t  w e lc o m e  

r e l i e f  t o  o n e ,  w o u l d  t o  a n o t h e r  b e  t h e  m o s t  a w f u l  t o r m e n t .  S u c h  in d e e d  is  

a n  o c c u l t  t e a c h i n g  t o  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  m u s t  n o t  d o  m o r e  t h a n  a l l u d e  

T h e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n s  b e l i e v e d  in  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y —  

a n d  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  M a s t a b a s ,  o r i g i n  a n d  p r e c u r 

s o r  o f  t h e  p y r a m i d  b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e y  

o r  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  H e r m e t i s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  m o l e c u l e s  w h i c h  

c o m p o s e  t h e  b o d y  a t  d e a t h  w i l l  a g a i n  b e  u s e d  t o  c l o t h e  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t  in  

a  s i m i l a r l y  f a s h i o n e d  b o d y .  A  g r a i n  o f  c o m m o n - s e n s e  s o l v e s  t h e  q u e s 

t i o n .  L e t  u s  s u p p o s e  a  M a s t e r  o r  a  S e e r  s h o u ld  s a y  t o  a  m a n  t o - d a y —  

“ I n  s e v e n  y e a r s  y o u  w i l l  b e  i n  I n d ia ,  o r  in  T h i b e t ” t h e  m a n  q u e r i e s  

“  I n  m y  d r e a m s — is  t h e  a s t r a l — o r  in  m y  b o d y ? ” a n d  t h e  S e e r  a n s w e r s  

“ I n  y o u r  b o d y . ”  W o u l d  a n y  s a n e  m a n  o b j e c t  “ B u t i n  s e v e n  y e a r s  t h e r e  

w i l l  n o t  b e  o n e  m o l e c u l e  o f  m y  b o d y  r e m a i n i n g . ” H e  k n o w s  a n d  e v e r y  

o n e  k n o w s  t h a t  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  h e  w i l l ,  in  s e v e n  y e a r s ’ t im e  h a v e  

a  b o d y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  c l o t h e  h i s  s p i r i t  ( a s s u m i n g  h e  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e )  t h a t  i t  

w i l l  b e  p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  his b o d y — a n d  id e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  s a m e  w h i c h  h e  

n o w  i n h a b i t s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h e  o ld  H e r m e t i c  P h i l o s o p h y  b e l i e v e d  in  
t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y .

J .  M . B r o d i e - I n n e s .

(To be Continued.)

REINCARNATION IN EARNEST.

I
 D E S I R E  t o  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Theosophist t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

f a c t s  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  f a m i l y ,  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  m y s e l f .  

F o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s  I  a b s t a i n  f r o m  m e n t i o n i n g  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t h a n  

t h e  m a i n  f a c t s  o f  t h e  c a s e ,  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a s  a n y  l i g h t  t h r o w n  o n  t h e  

s i n g u l a r  o c c u r r e n c e  w o u l d  p r o v e  b o t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  r e a d e r s .

I  b e g i n  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  M r . B . — a s  a  g e n t l e m a n  o f  p o s i t i o n  a n d  

u n d o u b t e d  v e r a c i t y ,  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  a  f r e e - t h i n k e r .  H e  

l i a s  b e e n  l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  in  a  

n e a t  b u n g a l o w  i n  — , w i t h  a  l i t t l e  g a r d e n  i n  t h e  c o m p o u n d ,  a n d  a  w e l l  t o



signs 1„ I g f i f  I  T ’,  - T *  ? ^  * *  8h0Wed S°” e
taSt with a t  !  f t ,v S  " f evidently by coming in frequent con- 
diseale b u t i ) 7 ' \  WRS for a lon^ time » ™ &rer from the

ment. W r w a X a i r s  T T ^  CUled mediCal i n a t '
w h i c h  l a s t e d  o n l v  « f  • ’ x o c c a s i o » a l  s l i g h t  c o n v u l s i v e  a t t a c k s  

•ch lastedonly a few minutes, and no further trouble was noticeable.
Time rolled on, and in August 1890, Mrs. B. gave birth to a son

S  ^ r e“ s old> had au attaek °f c°nvuî
quent bu v t l V r eV,eii’ 1'eCUn'ed’ and hl °°UrSe0f *lme became frequent, but yielded readily to medical treatment.

A relative of Mr. B., who visited the family durino- one of these

‘I T ", “  r y  h i g "  l e ™ s  o f  D - - j -  " h »

bis sn ^ T  0011^  ° f EUI'°Pe ®nd had made nerTO™ complaints his special stu d y; whereupon Mr. B. was induced to place the child
under his treatment. On the morning of 15th of June 1891, this doctor 

and Sen,M ° r; I T 1 f ei' Caieful prescribed the m edSne
n e e d ' h  t  t  «  ^  f e V 6 r  t h e  n C X t d a -Y’ o f  w h i c h  110 n o t i c eed be taken. Sure enough, the fever appeared the following day, and
th e  temperature went up so high that the Doctor looked anxious and
alarmed and ordered another mixture for the fever, with i n s t i l

fa^thfnT. n f t  the day> Whidl were carrieda i t h f u l l y .  B u t  t h e  f e v e r  c o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d .

A t ° ne ° ’clock on the morning of the 17th, the little one was found 
to be pukeless and gasping for breath; the Doctor was immediately 
sent for, who came and said that the child would collapse ; and express
ed at the same time liis surprise that, notwithstanding the repeated

* „ : ; r ? ? ; ;  ; f ‘l,e w rt* in  d™ * ,,e
T s e l T f S  f  that n°th ing fulther COuld be done “ th®case and left The family doctor was now ushered in, who expressed 

its"worst°n i f v 6 b°y WftS 0VC1''d0Sed’ and that the d™g had done
b r e X d V  ! V V ? n  t0° k te  t0 mend' The P°or ]ittle thi”g  biea,thed his last at 10 a. m. on the 17th of June 1891 precisely, and

P1'°CeT n marched out at 4 r. m. This sad occurrence ren-

i^ t % r « T o ih : r  ld 8l” my’ bui the b'o,v w* s
Two days after, that is to say, on the 19th, Miss B., a girl of 13 

saw her deceased brother in a dream, exhorting her to tell her mother 
not to take to heart the loss she had sustained, for he (the deceased) 
would re-appear before her positively one year later. In the morning the 
girl communicated to her eldest sister what she had seen, and the latter 
m her turn narrated the dream to her father. Mr. B., hearino- this 
was so struck, that he, partly out of love for the child, and partly out of 
cunosity noted down the date and hour with other particulars of this 
remarkable dream, for reference in the event of its being ever realised. 
l* e  subject was, however, kept secret from Mrs. B. up to the last

A  couple of months a fte r ,- in  August 1891— Mrs. B. was down with  
fever, and was exceedingly restless till midnight. As the clock struck

t w e l v e ,  a  s c r e a m  e s c a p e d  h e r  l i p s  a n d  s h e  f e l l  b a c k w a r d  o n  t h e  b e d —  

h e r  e y e s  r o l l e d  w i l d l y  a n d  s h o t  f l a s h e s  o f  fir e , a s  i t  w e r e — w h i l e  c o n 

v u l s i v e  m o v e m e n t s  m a r k e d  t h e  c o m i n g  f it .  T l i e  f e v e r  r e a c h e d  i t s  

h e i g h t ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  t o s s i n g  a b o u t  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  m i n u t e s ,  s h e  

p a s s e d  i n t o  a  t r a n c e .  S o o n  a f t e r  s h e  g r e w  c a lm ,  a n d ,  o p e n i n g  h e r  e y e s  

g e n t l y ,  b e g a n  t a l k i n g  a s  i f  i n  d i s c o u r s e  w i t h  s o m e  o n e .  T h e  f o l 

l o w i n g  d i a l o g u e  t h e n  e n s u e d  i n  h e r  n a t u r a l  v o ic e ,  b u t  i n  s t y l e  a n d - t o n e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  l o u d  a n d  d i s t i n c t  t o  r e n d e r  t h e  w h o le  i n t e l l i g i b l e .

W h o  a r e  y o u  ? ( i n  e x c i t e m e n t ) .

I  a m  a  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  w e l l  ( in  s u b d u e d  t o n e ) .

Y o u  a r e  a  f e m a l e  s p i r i t — a r e  y o u  n o t  ?

Y e s — I  a r a .

W h y  d o  y o u  a n n o y  a n d  h a r r a s s  m e  l i k e  t h a t  ?

W h y  h a v e  y o u  l e f t  t h e  p l a c e  u n c l e a n e d ,  a n d  c e a s e d  t o  e m b e l l i s h  i t  

( t h e  e m b a n k m e n t  o f t h e  w e l l  i n  t h e  c o m p o u n d ,  a n d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  g r o u n d )  

w i t h  c h a l k  ? *  W h y  d o n ’t  y o u  b u r n  t h e  in c e n s e  a s  u s u a l  a n d  p r e s e n t  o f f e r 

i n g s  o n  n e w - m o o n  d a y s  ?

B e c a u s e  I  l o s t  m y  c h i l d  a n d  a m  i n  m o u r n in g ,  I  h a v e  s t o p p e d  t h e  

c h a l k .  R e s t o r e  t o  m e  m y  c h i l d .  B r i n g  i t  n o w .

Y o u  w i l l  g e t  i t ,  b u t  n o t  n o w .  N o t  n o w .

. W h y  n o t  ? B r i n g  i t  now. I m m e d i a t e l y  ! ( e x c i t e d l y ) .

W h y  d o  y o u  p a s s  b y  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  w e l l ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  y o u  a r e  

u n w e l l ?  Y o u  s h o u l d  n o t  d o  s o .  Y o u  m u s t  k e e p  t h e  s p o t  c l e a n  a n d  p u t  

o n  t h e  c h a l k  a s  u s u a l .  Y o u  m u s t ,  o n  t h e  n e w - m o o n  d a y ,  c o v e r  t h e  w e l l  

w i t h  a  n e t - w o r k  o f  f l o w e r s ,  b u r n  i n c e n s e  a n d  l i g h t  t h e  p l a c e  w i t h  a  batti 
( l i g h t ) .

H e r e  s h e  s t o p p e d  a n d  f e l l  a g a i n  i n t o  a  s w o o n  a s  b e f o r e  ; t h e  u n c o n 

s c i o u s  s t a t e  l a s t e d  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  s h e  r e c o v e r e d  ; o p e n e d  

h e r  e y e s  g e n t l y  a g a i n ,  l o o k e d  c o m p o s e d  b u t  e x h a u s t e d ,  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  

r e s t  o f  t h e  n i g h t  u n d i s t u r b e d .  I n  t h e  m o r n in g ,  i m p r o v e m e n t  s e t  in ,  t h e  

f e v e r  g r a d u a l l y  a b a t e d  a n d ,  u n d e r  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  s h e  w a s  r e s t o r e d  t o  

h e a l t h  i n  a  c o u p l e  o f  d a y s  m o r e .

M r .  B .  f e l t  m u c h  i m p r e s s e d  b y  w h a fc  h e  s a w  a n d  h e a r d .  T h e  

s y m p t o m s  w e r e  t h o s e  o f  a  d e l i r i u m ,  b u t  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  e x h o r t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

a l l e g e d  f e m a l e  s p i r i t ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  d o m e s t i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  

m a t t e r s ,  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  f a c t s  w h i c h  h e  c o u ld  n o t  i g n o r e  ; a n d ,  in  o r d e r  

t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  f u r t h e r  t r o u b l e ,  h e  o r d e r e d  f o r t h w i t h  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  

t h e  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  s p o t  c l e a n ,  & c ., ( w h i c h  w a s  r e a l l y  n e g 

l e c t e d  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  s a d  e v e n t  i n  t h e  h o u s e ) .

W h e n  t r a n q u i l l i t y  w a s  t h u s  r e s t o r e d ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  g e n t l y  b r o a c h 

e d  t o  M r s .  B . ,  t o  a s c e r t a i n  i f  s h e  f e l t  o r  r e m e m b e r e d  a n y  e v e n t  o f  t h a t  

r e m a r k a b l e  n i g h t ,  b u t  s h e  s e e m e d  t o  k n o w  n o t h i n g  e x c e p t  t h a t  s h e  f e l t

* T h e  p r a c t i c e  am ongst natives of decorating t h e  threshold of a door, or t h e  
entrance to  a  houBe, w ith  ornam ental figures drawn w ith  quick-lim e and colored  
pow ders by m eans of th e  fingers or perforated tin  moulds filled w ith such powders.
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: :  " t - *  * « -  -  « -

m tlic lobe o( one ear, and that she invariably , ppe,  *  “  « « ■ * »
sa m cd ™ ,. After this event, private i n , „ i r i J m T  „ , 1 V

l.i» b~«st, .h o  tl,re,toned , » S i o »  if 1 , 7 ? •
kept c lea n , and tlm t th e fignre, so h r  a ,  t b o - lo o , ,' o f'tl ’ T * ' 0"
a p p e a r e d  to  b e  t h a t  o f  a  f e m a le  A « ' -1°  , ? J ® P e r m , t te d ,
a n o th e r  s e r v a n t ,  w h o  a d d e d  t h a t  t a k i n g  ^
f r o m  s a y in g  a n y t l i in g  on  t h e  s u b je c t  7  r e f r a in e d

~  *  -  * ~

™ z j z z z  b: „ :  t T *  -“ / t *
the 16th of Jnne 1892,’ and was g r l e t e d w i " ‘  ?  m°™ ing of
B .  h a d  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i d e a  o f  t h *  ™ . >s W lfe  a s  u s u a l .  M r s .

t w o  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  l a b o u r  p a i n s  ° f ’6SS ° h a d  m a d e > b u t  a t

t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s h e  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  a  b o v  t h  p r e c i s e l y  a t  4 in

Note.— T w o  e w i s i d e r a t i o n s  s u r e s t ° f  h “  , t t t e  »*«*«>«■

(a) t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  d i s p l a y e d  b y t h M ’M 1“  &h° Ve CaSe *—

s a m e  f a m i l y  a t  t h e  s t a t e d  p e r io d  a n d  "  t i n t  t h e

o f  t h e  m o t h e r  t o  r e c o v e r  h e r  <3^ ^  ^

p o i n t s  b y  t h e  w a y  w h i c h  n e e d  e l u c i d a t i o n  “ l  o t  ’ l l 0 w e m '> o t h e r
T h e  b o y ,  e v i d e n t l y  i n f lu e n c e d  ^

j e c t  t o  n e r v o u s  e x c i t e m e n t  b u t  t h e  f n  • f i ,  • i e m ° t h e i ,  w a s  s u b 

m i g h t  p o s s i b l y  b e  d u e  t o  in iu d iV im  ■ + T  °  18 P l 'e m a t u i’e  d e p a r t u r e

f r o m  t h e  d o c t o r ’s  o w n  d e c la r a t io n .  T h ^  m T d S l  aS * *  in f e i T e d

w a s  a n x i o u s  t o  d o  h i s  b e s t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  f e v e r  h f®  m a n ’ n o  d o u b t . 

t h e  c h i l d  f a i l e d  t o  s t a n d  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  d r u g  Cut off T ™ ’ ^  

a s  i t  w e r e  b e f o r e  i t s  t i m e ,  t h r o u g h  a c c i d e n f  ,1 W O r,d’
e n e r g y ,  b o t h  v i t a l  a n d  k a r m i c  t h !  m o n a d  f 7  P ^ ^ s i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  

t l , e  B h u v a r - l o k a ,  w h e n c e  i t  wm  i f  « » o  in
t h e  m e n t a l  p l a n e .  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  o n

nervous derangement frolTeW K fartin^c*11111̂  ^  * * *  SUbjeCt *°
discussed, nevertheless her inrT auses. which need not be here
more s e r ie s  than a T y l C T t  T *  J*
s i m u l a t e d  b o t h .  D u r i n g  t h e  o c c u r r e n c  ^  T  v e .r ‘d e l m u m > t h o u g h  i t  

a s  w e l l  a s  m e n t a l l y .  T h e  p h y s i c a l  n o t , c e ’ s h e s u f f e i ^  b o d i l y

paralysed , for « J  lim e h ^ W  a n d ^  c  “
physical coil, passed into th , astral p l.nc “ ,0l“ nc"s; f™«l of the
a t t r a c t e d  b y  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  h e r  l o s t  b o v  -m rl ^  ° ’ p i 'o b a b ly> s , ‘e  w a n

n;° tende- y  of the child monad sheTa‘;::!i 7 ^  
planation of her soliloquy in connection with the Z

w e l l ,  I  c a n  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  m i g h t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  t h o u g h t  i m a g e s  i m p i n g e d  o n  t h e  b r a in .  A n y  p a r t i c u l a r  id e a ,  

i m p r e s s e d  o n  t h e  m in d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  i s  a p t  t o  r e v i v e  u n d e r  

c o n d i t i o n s  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i v e  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  

m in d  i s  n o t  s l o w  t o  c l o t h e  s u c h  a n  id e a  w i t h  f o r m ,  w h i c h  c o u ld  b e  p e r 

c e i v e d  a s  a  v i s i o n .  B u t  t b e  r e m a r k a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i s  t h e  p u n c 

t u a l i t y  w i t h  w l i i c h  t h e  y o u n g  a c t o r  r e - a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  s t a g e  o f  e x i s t 

e n c e — e x a c t l y  3 6 5  d a y s  a n d  s i x  h o u r s  ( 1 8 9 2  b e i n g  t h e  l e a p  y e a r )  a f t e r  

t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  e x i t  f r o m  l i f e .  H e  r e - e n t e r e d  t h e  p r e m i s e s  a t  4  

i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  v e r y  h o u r  w h e n  h i s  l a s t  r e m a i n s  w e r e  c o n v e y e d  

o u t  t o  t h e i r  r e s t i n g  p l a c e ,  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  I t  m a y  b e  a  c o in c id e n c e  

f o r  a u g h t  w e  k n o w ,  b u t  t h e  s i n g u l a r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  i n  t h e  d r e a m  g i v e s  

s o m e  c o lo r  t o  i t ,  w h i c h  d r a w s  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  H o w  s u c h  p r e c i s io n  in  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t i m e  c o u ld  b e  e x p l a i n e d ,  I  a m  u n a b l e  t o  s a y .  T o  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c s  I  a t t a c h  n o  im p o r t a n c e  ; t h e y  m i g h t  b e  u n 

r e l i a b l e — m e r e  h e a r s a y .  N o r  d o  I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  w e l l  a s s e r t 

i n g  h e r s e l f  a s  s u c h  ; f o r  n y m p h s  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  a p p e a r  c la d  i n  a  c r i m s o n  

“  s a r i ” l i k e  H i n d u  w o m e n .  F l i g h t s  o f  f a n c y  a r e  a t  t i m e s  t r u l y  m a r 

v e l l o u s .

D. W.

SRI SANKARA’CHA’RY A*9 S SWA’TMA'NIRU'PANAM.
on

( T h e  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  O n e ’s  o w n  A ' t m a ' ) .

[  I  a m  i n d e b t e d  t o  m y  r e v e r e d  a n d  g i f t e d  f a t h e r ,  N e l l o r e  P a p p u  R a m a s w a m i a l i  

G a r u ,  P e n s i o n e d  M a g i s t r a t e  M o o n s h i ,  C l a r k e  N a r a s i a ’s  H o u s e ,  S i d d i c u t t a ,  B a n g a 

l o r e ,  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  w l i i c h  e n a b l e s  m e  t o  m a k e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  S r i  S a n k a r a c h a r - 

o /a ’s w o r k s .  B .  P .  N . ]

1. I  p r o s t r a t e  m y s e l f  b e f o r e  t h e  Guru's f e e t ,  w h i c h  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  

t h e  Dwaita— t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  Duality— t h e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  b a r r i e r  f o r  

t h e  Mumuhshus— t h e  s e e k e r s  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  a n d  w h o s e  d u s t — t h e  d u s t  o f  

w h i c h  f e e t — d e s t r o y s  t h e  d e v i l - l i k e  Agndnn— ig n o r a n c e .

2. I  p r o s t r a t e  m y s e l f  b e f o r e  t h e  k i n d  a n d  d o u b t - d i s p e l l i n g  Guru's 
f e e t ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e  o n e  t o  r e a l i z e  b y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d  

Tat-Brahm.
3 . T h e  Guru b e g a n  b y  s u b l i m e  s e n t e n c e s  t o  t e a c h  t h e  S is h y a —  

d i s c i p l e — w h o  i s  s c a l d e d  b y  t h e  w i ld - f i r e  o f  Sansdra— e a r t h - b o u n d  l i f e ,  

a n d  w h o  i s  a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  m e a n s  ( o f  e s c a p e ) .

4 .  ( A ' tm a )  i s  s e l f - e x i s t i n g .  D o e s  a n y b o d y  d o u b t  t h i s  f a c t ?  (None.) 
E v e n  i f  a  d o u b t  w e r e  t o  a r i s e  a n e n t  t h i s  f a c t ,  t h e n  t h a t  d o u b t i n g  t h i n g  

i s  y o u r s e l f .  ( F o r ,  t h e  d o u b t i n g  f a c u l t y  i s  t h eV -ig n & n a -S w a ru p a  B r a h m .)

.5 .  H e  w h o  k n o w s  t h a t  “ l a m  n o t ”  i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  B r a h m . H e  

w h o  k n o w s  t h e  n o n - e x i s t e n c e — N d s t i— o r  a b s e n c e ,  i s  a l s o  B r a h m .  H e  

w h o  k n o w s  t h a t  “  I  a m  B r a h m ” i s  b y  h i m s e l f  B r a h m . T h i s  B r a h m  

k n o w s  h i m s e l f .



6. To say that “ thou art Bralim, and, therefore, I am not Brahm” 
is a mere delusion. This ignorance is the cause of difference. And all 
kinds of miseries are the fountain of this difference.

7. But he who analyses and enquires into the nature of the five
Icoshas sheaths—will not be bothered by the five kinds of miseries.
Therefore the wise man should ever enquire into the nature of the five 
koshas.

8. Of the five Icoshas Annamaya, Pranamaya, Manomaya, Vigndna.- 
maya and Anandamaya—he who skilfully merges every kosha, in thc 
next preceding one, e. g., Anandamaya in Vigndnamaya, Vigndna- 

maya in Manomaya, Manomaya in Prdnamaya, and Prdnamaya in Anna
maya, will be able to see A'tmd.

9. Because the body, Annamaya kosha, had no existence before birth, 
nor would it exist after death ; therefore it is not A'tm d: but it is as

. lifeless and powerless as a vessel.

10. Since Prdnamaya kosha is formed of Vdyu— breath or air, and 
since it so closely clings to the body and is subject to hunger and thirst, 
how can it be A'tma, ?

11. Manomaya kosha, which, with itself, identifies the body, and re
gards the house, &c., as ‘ mine,’and which is guided by love and hatred 
—this kosha cannot be A'tmd.

12. Nor is Buddhi, the reflection of Chit known as Vigndna, A’tmd : 
which Buddhi disappears by itself in sleep, and pervades the whole body 
in the waking condition.

13. Ahankara which desires to enjoy the happiness experienced in 
sleep—how can this Ahankara, known by the name of Alnandamaya 
kosha, become A'tmd ?

14. That A'nanda which shines through all the bodies (Sthula and 
Suleshma) is A'tmd which exists in all beings. This A'nanda is the very 
Sat both in the beginning and in the end, is changeless, and is unaffect- 
ed by the three periods of tim e—present, past, and future.

15. Nothing is perceived beyond the five Koshas—Annamaya, frc. 
Y et there is nothing wrong in saying that there is something which 
knows these ko sh a s . (This something is A'tmd.)

16; W hile he recognises himself in everything, there is nothing 
else to be known by him.

He who is the very form of Bodh—intelligence or consciousness, 
existing at all times past, present and future—can never be absent.

17. This A'tmd knows the whole universe, but he is not known by
it. Is the Sun who illumines the whole world, illumined (in turn by 
anything) ?

18. “ That”, “ this”, “ like that”, “ like this”, “ of this measure
ment” and “ of that measurement”—all these are not Brahm. Tat alone 
is  to be regarded as Brahm. Else, he would become subject to sensations 
and would not be actually seen.

1 9 . W h i l e  e v e r y t h i n g  k n o w n  a s  “  t h i s ” a n d  44 t h a t ” i s  p e r i s h i n g ,  

(Tat=-Brahm) w h o  i s  “  n o t - t h i s ” i s  u n a f f e c t e d ,  a n d ,  e x i s t i n g  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  

i s  tatvam , a n d  h a s  n o  n o n - v i s i b i l i t y .

2 0 .  T h o u g h  Brahm w h o  i s  d e s c r i b e d  ( b y  t h e  Sruti) a s  p o s s e s s i n g  

t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s  t i c s — “ T r u t h  o r  E t e r n  i t y , W i s d o m  o r  K n o w l e d g e ,  I n f i n i t y ,  

a n d  Brahm' ( V i d e  Taittiriya Upanishad, A'nandavalli, C h a p t e r  I I ,  Anuvaka
I ,  1)  i s  u n k n o w a b l e ,  y e t  h e  c a n n o t  b e  i n v i s i b l e  i n a s m u c h  a s  h e  i s  s e l f -  

s h i n i n g .

2 1 .  W h e n  h e  i s  v e i l e d  b y  t h e  f i v e  koshas, h e  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  Jiva 
a n d  Tswara. W h e n  t h e  v e i l  i s  r e m o v e d ,  h e  s h i n e s  i n  h i s  t r u e  s p l e n d o u r ,

2 2 .  I s  i t  n o t  v e r y  c o m m o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  

w h e n  t h e  w h o l e  v i s i b l e  w o r l d  i s  d e s t r o y e d  ? T h e  Vedas s a y  t h a t  t h i s  

nothingness i s  Brahm.
2 3 .  T h o s e  ( t h a t  a r e  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  f iv e  Icoshas) 

c a n n o t ,  b y  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s u b l im e  s e n t e n c e s — s u c h  a s  Tatvamasi, fyc., 
k n o w  A'tmd d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  o n l y  b y  i n f e r e n c e  a s  a n  i n v i s i b l e  t h i n g ,  t h o u g h  

a l l  t h e  w h i l e  h e  (A'tmd) i s  sh in in g  e v e r y w h e r e  in  h i s  t r u e  a n d  v i s i b l e  

f o r m .

2 4 .  B u t  h e  w h o  r e a l i s e s  t h e  m e a n i n g s  o f  t h e  s u b l i m e  s a y i n g s  b y  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i n g s ,  w i l l ,  w i t h  t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  Guru, 

in  n o  t i m e ,  a c t u a l l y  s e e  A'tmd.
2 5 .  B y  p r e d i c a t i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  b o d y  Indriyas, (i. e., s e n s e s  a n d  

o r g a n s ) ,  & c .,  i n  A'tmd, a n d  s e e i n g  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  (i.e., 
s u c h  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  A'tmd), t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a g e n c y ,  & c ., i n  s e l f ,  i s  t h e  

e x o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d  Tvam.
2 6 .  T h a t  wrh i c h  i s  a  m e r e  w i t n e s s  o f  b o d y ,  Egoism, Indriyas, 8fc 

a n d  w h i c h  s h i n e s  b e i n g  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e m  a l l , — t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  t h e  

e s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d  Tvam.
2 7 .  T h a t  f o r c e  w h i c h  i s  i n c u l c a t e d  b y  t h e  e x p i ’e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Upani

shads, w h i c h  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  a n d  w h i c h  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  

l i k e  O m n i s c i e n c e ,  & c ., i s  t h e  e x o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d  Tat.
2 8 .  T h a t  f o r c e  w h i c h  i s  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  i s  o u t s i d e  

t h e  p a l e  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  w h i c h  i s  p e r f e c t l y  p u r e ,  n o n - d u a l ,  a n d  e t e r n a l ,  

a n d  w h i c h  i s  c o g n i s a b l e  o n l y  b y  [ e x p e r i e n c e ,  i s  t h e  e s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  

t h e  w o r d  Tat.
2 9 .  T h e  q u a l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  w o r d s  p o s s e s s i n g  s u c h  q u a l i t i e s — in  b r i e f ,  

a d j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  n o u n s  q u a l i f i e d  b y  t h o s e  a d j e c t i v e s — a r e  c a l l e d  Samdnd- 

dhikarana. T h e  c o n s i s t e n t  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e a n i n g s  o f  w o r d s  

i s  c a l l e d  Lakshya a n d  Lakshyakatva.

3 0 .  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  o n l y  o n e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  

s e v e r a l  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  ( o r  c o n t r a r y )  m e a n i n g s ,  i s  c a l l e d  Samdnddhikarana 
b y  t h e  Ldkshanikas (i.e., r h e t o r i c i a n s ) .

3 1 .  44 P r e s e n c e ”  a n d  44 A b s e n c e ” , 44 U n i t y ”  a n d  44 D u a l i t y ” — t h e r e  

c a n  b e  n o  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t e r m s .  ( I n  e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  a l l -



f i l l i n g  u n i t y  d i v e r s i t y )  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  ( r a t h e r ,  t h e  a s s e r t i o n )  o f  t h . .  
a b s e n c e  o f  s u c h  c o n t r a d ic t i o n  i s  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  1  j
f i g u r e  o f  r h e t o r i c )  g  “  Lakshana (*•«•, a

H p S S S S S r S S
o f  t h !  o t h e ^ o r T m n H r d  e X ° te* ic  m e a n i n S> a n d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e
te rn a !  ' • » t  e so te ric  m ean in g , in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  t h e  ex-

S , "  " T  n ““  figa,e .. , ,  (there hi .
ll? “  H “ 'e in elucidating the m„;„ , r „ t “ l Xsu b lim e  e x p re ss io n s  ^  » '

without foraaking £ ”e^ta*„»ro7 ! T t <0' c,o4el ic) meaninga - i. „ 11  e x t e r n a l  o r  e x o t e r i c  s e n s e  i s  t h e  f i g u r e  c a l l e d  t h e

woX  T m I T ' , 1 ĥ e , m ln e S i  H «  <*'•« • “  U »  e a se  o f sn chas Asi' ^ C*)’ tllls figure a lso  ]s nofc a c c e p ta b le .

acceptance'of t t ' o t h ^  i f  2 ’ ! ^ ' c ,lL d ‘ ' L ' J ‘7 ’i . T f  “ d 
that veiy  person is this Brahman; „ th er , that £ V ’this' ‘Z i i m . n  

« P '" » '" S  H'« »"'ty U „,J„n  this fig,,,,. is Wc ° ',man'

, W . 3J  T h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  “ J e o r  that is t h i s  B r a h m a n ” , s h o w s  o r  e s  
t a b l i s h e s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  o n c e - s e e n  a n d  n o w - s e e n  B r a h m a n s

c a s t  I ' d  gr0U D f  „  C l ,a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  B r a h m a n s  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  
p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  c o l l o c a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  ( s u c h  a s  
n a m e ,  p a r e n t a g e ,  a g e ,  r a n k ,  & c ,  & c ,  A c . )  1

o r  th e  ab se n c e

S .  M"  " °rd T a l ' , n d  t l , c  p r e “ » “th e  v is ib i l i ty  o f th e  m e a n in g  o f th e  w o rd  3 W ,  a n d  sn ch  o th e r  th in g s  
a n d  t o t i n g  Clnl„ , t s  s ta n d a rd  c r i te r io n , c o g e n tly  e x p la in ,  th e  idc°n' 
t i t y  ( b e t w e e n  Tat a n d  Tvam) b y  t h e  w o r d  Asi

T h e  J ^  C a c h i n g  t h e  i d e n t i t y  b e t w e e n  s e l f  a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g

su c h  a  s u p p o r t  be g a m e d  b y  sn ch  su b lim e  se n te n c e s  as ! 1 , I , * .  ,

. “ “ “ “ k e n  o b lig a io iy  n a tu r e  t h a t  o r ig in a te s  su ch  s u p p o r t
a n d  p ^ c t i c e  b u t  on  th e  c o n tra ry , i t  i .  th c  k n . w W g .  o f th e  t h i . f d e
. . r e d  ( t h a t t h .  c h ie f  sou rce  o f su p p o r t  a n d  p i i c e ) .  P e o l  d „

^ . T w l a T ‘ _ T i ! W,' th  , l , e b " i r f  o f K « » m in g  , £ g °
so m e w ith  th e  h o p e  o f  h a v in g  a  son ; a n d  w ith  su c h  o th e r  be lie fs . ’ 

t h e  t e x t a r f U , ? S “ T  , n d  ”* s in  p o te n t ly  p o in te d  o u t  b y

4 2 .  W h i l e  a  m a n  w h o  h a s  g i v e n  u p  d o i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  c e r t a i n  e n d s ,  

a n d  w h o  h a s  p u r i f i e d  h i s  m i n d  b y  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  h i m s e l f  

a t t a i n s  Gnanam (L e., k n o w l e d g e ) ,  t h e n  wrh a t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  a  Guru ? 

T h u s  y o u  s h o u l d  n o t  a r g u e .

4 3 .  ( F o r )  w i t h o u t  t h e  a id  o f  a  b e n e v o l e n t  Guru, t h e  o b s e r v a n c e s  

a l o n e  c a n n o t  s e c u r e  k n o w l e d g e .  T h i s  f a c t  i s  a l s o  b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  

Sruti w h i c h  s a y s  t h a t  “  H e  w h o  h a s  a  Guru w i l l  k n o w  ( t h e  t r u t h ) . ”

4 4  I s  t h e  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Vedas d u e  t o  t h e i r  i m 

m e m o r i a l  e x i s t e n c e  o r  t o  t h e i r  d i v i n e  o r ig in  ? I s  i t  b e c a u s e  o f  o n e ’s  

o w n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  o f  s o m e  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  A'tmd c a n n o t  b e  p e r 

c e i v e d  ( w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Vedas) ?
4 5 .  T h a t  s u b l i m e  s e n t e n c e  w h i c h  i s  a n  a x i o m a t i c  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a n y  e x t r a n e o u s  a u t h o r i t y  to  p r o v e  i t s  t r u t h ,  a n d  w h i c h  

i s  s o u g h t  a s  an a u t h o r i t y  b y  a l l  t h e  Vedas a n d  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  

Vedas i n  e n a b l i n g  ( t h e  s t u d e n t )  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  g r a s p  t h e  u n s e e n  

Lokas o f  Brahma, Sfc.
4 6 .  H e  w h o  d e s i r e s  t o  k n o w  w e l l  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h  r e v e a l s  

t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  i s  n o  w i s e r  t h a n  o n e  w h o  d e s i r e s  t o  b u r n  

t o  a s h e s  o r  d e s t r o y  a  b l a z e  o f  f ir e  w i t h  f u e l .

4 7 .  T h e  Vedas h a v e  n o  o r ig in .  T h e y  a r e  i l l u m i n e d  b y  G o d — t h e  

s e l f - r e f u l g e n t  A'tmd. T h e  l e a r n e d ,  h a v i n g  s e e n  t h e  s p le n d o u r  o f  t h e  

Vedas a n d  t h e i r  b r i l l i a n c y ,  h a v e  d e c l a r e d  t h e m  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t y .

4 8 .  J u s t  a s  n o  m e a n s  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  wrl i i c h  s e r v e s  t h e  s a m e  

p u r p o s e  a s  t h e  e y e s  i n  s e e i n g  t h e  s h a p e  a n d  f o r m  o f  t h i n g s ,  s o  a l s o  n o  

m e a n s  i s  k n o w n ,  w h i c h  s e r v e s  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  a s  t h e  Vedas in  r e v e a l 

i n g  t l i e  o c c u l t  t r u t h  a n d  s u p e r - s e n s u o u s  w o r ld .

4 9 .  S o m e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r s o n  h a s  s a id  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  a n d  e x a c t  

m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  Vedas i s  t h e  Tantras {i.e., o u t w a r d  a c t i o n s ) .  T h e  d i s t i n c 

t i o n s  o f  “  t h i s ”  a n d  “  t h a t ” s e r v e  o n l y  t h e  e n d s  o f  d i s c u s s io n ,  a n d  c a n  

n e v e r  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  r e a l .

5 0 .  O f  t h e  t w o  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Vedas (viz., SanHia=Karmakanda, r e l a t 

i n g  t o  r i t e s  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s  ; a n d  Upanishad =  Gn&nalmnda, r e l a t i n g  t o  

t h e  d i v i n e  o r  e s o t e r i c  k n o w l e d g e  ; in  b r i e f ,  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e )  t h e  f o r m e r  

p r o v e s  t h e  Dvaita— D u a l i t y ;  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e  Advaita t h e  U n i t y .

B .  P .  N a r a s i m i a h ,  F .  T . S .

(To be Continued.')

INSTRUCTIONS OF A SPIRITUAL MASTER TO HIS PUPIL.

M
Y  b o y ,  a s  t h e  S u n  o f  e a c h  S o la r  s y s t e m  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

S u n s  w h i c h  g i v e  l i g h t  t o  t h i s  b o u n d l e s s  B r a h m a n d a  ( U n i v e r s e ) ,  s o  

e v e r y  s p i r i t u a l  s o u l  i s  a  p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  o f  t h a t  s u p r e m e  s o u l  w h i c h  i s  

c a l l e d  t h e  I n f i n i t e  B r a h m a .  W h e n  i t  d w e l l s  i n  t h e  b o d y  a s  a  M o n a r c h  

o f  t h e  c o r p o r e a l  r e g i o n ,  m a d e  u p  o f  t h e  f i v e  B h u t s  ( e l e m e n t s ) ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d  

t h e  J i v a t m a ,  a n d  t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  d i v i n e  l i g h t ,  w h i c h  i n c e s s a n t l y  s h i n e s  

u p o n  i t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  P a r a m a t m a .  T h e  J i v a t m a  w h i c h  i s  c o n f in e d  in



t e l S ’ 0,1 ear'h,f uframe ofthe five elements, may be justly compared 
d i t L ^  T 11; ^ ^  , Which is Perfectly free and uncon-
i f  Un' -̂ -s t he Moon by degrees becomes luminous in parts
by receiving the rays o fth e  Sun till it turns into a full moon, s i  the 
Jivatma becomes enlightened by the light of the Paramatma 
till it is completely illumined. On the other hand, as in the dark side of 
the Moon the rays of the Sun gradually recede from it till at last it 
becomes quite dark; so when the divine light of the Paramatma 
gradually ceases to shine upon the Jivatma, until there ensues 
a total cessation, the Jivatma becomes transformed to pure Jiva 
that is, to a simple animal. Here pause and ponder. The Moon 
has the capacity to attract the light of the Sun ; likewise the spiritual 
soul of man possesses the capacity to receive the pure divine rays of 
the Lord who is the Light of lights. Tho Moon though it attracts and 
receives light from the Sun, yet can never become the Sun itself

L m f Y T  the tr o u g h  the light of the Param-
atma, can attain its highest state of perfection, and Mukti (freedom) •
but can never^ identify itself with Paiumatma. This perfection is the 
goal of all aspirants after M u k t i .

D .  N. G a n g u l i .

TRUE WELSH GHOST-STORIES.
No IV.

T T  was well known to his friends that the Welsh (Baptist) preacher 
, 7 '  ^ U'1" aa Evans’ received an exceedingly small sa la ry -n o t  

more than $150 per a n n u m -yet his wants were always supplied. He 
was wont to receive monetary supplies from some source unknown to 
the people, for wh,ch the following story will account. Mrs. Collins of

■ngCa S  a t ’ h T ^  ^  ^  ^W  l i ,, j  fathers house (Deacon Owens) at Aberystwith

school'Wdshrne T *  ^  ^  ^  US“al amonS <>«<*-s c h o o l  W e l s h m e n , — t u r n e d  o n  g h o s t s .  Her f a t h e r  r i d i c u l e d  t h e  i n  

c o n g r m t i e s  o f  s u c h  p h a n t a s m a l  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  a s s u m i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e y  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  p e o p l e ’s  p r e - c o n c e i v e d  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e m  • a n d  t h a t  

1 t i u e  t h e r e  m u s t ,  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  b e  g h o s t s ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  p e r s o n s  b u t

that he ought to h u sh ^ B u t S“ggeSted occasionally
subjectiveIllusion^] that he had ^  I T

“ p  " ° W ; 10,1 h " e  • * “  “ “ “ g k  * h * t  J O .  U .

s « H ^ t ; f r r ie d  D e" 0"  ° We“ ' » , th in g  o f

“ I have, or I would not bid you hush.”

1 8 9 3 . ]  T r u e  W e l s h  G h o s t - S t o r i e s .  4 0 9
0

A t  t h e  s c e p t i c ’s  e a r n e s t  s o l i c i t a t i o n  ( w h o  w a s  r e a l l y  e a g e r  t o  

h e a r  s u c h  s t o r i e s ,  e l s e  h e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a d  a  d r o p  o f  W e l s h  

b lo o d  in  h i s  v e i n s ) ,  t h e  g u e s t  g a v e  f u l l  p a r t i c u l a r s .

A  S a n c t i m o n i o U v S  S pook .

W h e n  a  y o u n g  m a n ,  h e  a n d  a  y o u n g e r  m i n i s t e r ,  w h i l e  o n  a  p r e a c h 

i n g  t o u r ,  l o s t  t h e i r  w a y  o n  a  h i g h  m o u n t a i n  m o o r  a n d  w a n d e r e d  a i m 

l e s s l y  t i l l  n i g h t  o v e r t o o k  t h e m .  D i s m o u n t i n g  f o r  f e a r  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  

h o r s e s  i n t o  a  b o g ,  t h e y  m a d e  t h e i r  w a y  u n t i l ,  e s p y i n g  a  l i g h t  a h e a d ,  t h e y  

drew  n e a r .  T h e  p l a c e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a n  a n c i e n t  p a la c e ,  o n c e  a  c a s t le *  

'l’h e  o w n e r ,  i n v i t i n g  t h e m  in ,  a d d e d  :

u W e  h a v e  a  l a i ’g e  c o m p a n y  o f  g u e s t s  h e r e  t o - n i g h t ,  a n d  e v e r y  r o o m  

w i l l  b e  o c c u p ie d ,  s a v e  a n  a p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  s a id  t o  b e  h a u n t e d .  T h i s  

y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o ,  i f  y o u  c a r e  t o  s l e e p  t h e r e .  I t  i s  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d ,  a n d  

i ’l l  s e n d  a  t r o o p  o f  s e r v a n t s  u p  t o  l i g h t  t h e  f ir e ,  s i n c e  n o n e  o f  t h e m  w i l l  

g o  t h e r e  a l o n e . ’*

A f t e r  a  s u m p t u o u s  s u p p e r ,  E v a n s  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y " o b j e c t io n  

t o  h i s  r e a d i n g  a  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  a  p r a y e r .

N o t a t  a l l : w e  w e re  j u s t  th r o u g h  w ith  i t  w h e n  y o u  c a m e , b u t  

w o u ld  b e  g la d  to  h a v e  y o u  go  o v e r  i t  a g a in .”

T h e n  t h e  y o u n g  p r e a c h e r  f e l t  a t  h o m e .  H a d  t h e y  a d o p t e d  a  S c o t c h  

m e t h o d  o f  e v e r y  o n e  p r e s e n t  r e a d i n g  a n  e n t i r e  c h a p t e r  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  i t  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d a y l i g h t  b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  t h e  g h o s t  w o u l d  

h a v e  h a d  n o  s h o w .  M r .  E v a n s  a n d  h i s  c o m p a n io n  w e r e  l e d  t o  t h e  

h a u n t e d  c h a m b e r ,  n o t  w i t h o u t  s o m e  m i s g i v i n g s  f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r ,  w h o  

a p p r o p r i a t e d  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  b e d  n e a r e s t  t h e  w a l l .  E v a n s  f e l l  i n t o  a  

p r o f o u n d  s l u m b e r ,  b o r n  o f  a  c l e a n  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  e x h a u s t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

t r a m p ,  b u t  t h e  y o u n g e r  c o u l d  n o t  s l e e p  f r o m  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h a t  g h o s t .  H e  

p e e p e d  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  c o v e r i n g  o n c e  a n d  a  w h i l e ,  t h e  m e a n t i m e  c h u c k 

l i n g  t h a t  E v a n s  w a s  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  a n d  i t s  p r o b a b le  a p p r o a c h .  N e a r  

t h e  “  w i t c h i n g  h o u r , ” t h o u g h  a  s h e e t  w a s  o v e r  h i s  h e a d ,  h e  s a w  t h e r e  

w a s  a  l i g h t  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  a n d  u p o n  p e e r i n g  o u t ,  b e h e l d  a n  a g e d  l a d y  

d r e s s e d  i n  a n t i q u e  c o s t u m e ,  w i t h  a  c a n d l e  in  h e r  h a n d .  H e  c h u c k l e d ,  

n o  m o r e .

“  E v a n s — w a k e  u p  ! h e r e  s h e  c o m e s  ; w a k e  u p ,  m a n  !”

A  g r u n t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  r e s p o n s e .  T h e  l a d y  m o v e d  t o  t h e  w a l l  n e a r  

t o  w h e r e  t h e  w a t c h e r  l a y ,  w h i c h  m a d e  h i m  t h e  m o r e  f r a n t i c  i n  h i s  n u d 

g e s ,  t i l l  a t  l a s t  t h e  s l e e p e r  w a s  a r o u s e d .

“  W e l l , ”  s a i d  E v a n s  c a l m l y ,  “ in  t h e  n a m e  o f  G o d , w h o  a r e  y o u  a n d

w h a t  s e e k  y o u  ? ”
T h e  l a d y  t u r n e d  a n d  w i t h  a  s w e e t  s m i l e  s a i d :

“  Y e a ,  i ’ t h e  n a m e  o f  G o d — t h a t  n a m e  h a t h  n o  t e r r o r  f o r  m e . ”

T h e n  s h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  u n l o c k e d  a  l i t t l e  d o o r  i n  t h e  w a l l  a n d  d r e w

f r o m  a  c u p b o a r d  a  b o t t l e  a n d  t w o  g o b l e t s .

T h i s ,  b r e t h r e n ,  i s  p u r e  w in e ,  o l d  a n d  g o o d .  M ’t h i n k s  b e f o r e  p r o 

c e e d i n g  b o t h ,  b e l i k e ,  h a d  b e t t e r  h a v e  a  q u a f f .”



“ B y  G o d ’s  b l e s s i n g  o n  i t , ”  s a i d  E v a n s ,  “  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l . ”

“  W i t h o n t  w h i c h  I  w o u l d  y e  n o t  d r i n k . ”

“  T h i s  i s  a  n e w  s p e c i e s  o f  g h o s t , ”  t h o u g h t  E v a n s ,  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r ,  

a f t e r  s m a c k i n g  h i s  l i p s  o v e r  t h e  b e s t  l i q u o r  t h a t  e v e r  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s

o f t h e  c l e r g y ,  b e c a m e  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  k n o w  t h e  s e q u e l  t h a t ,  e v e n  w e r e  

h e  a  n e c r o m a n c e r ,  h e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c a u s e d  h e r  t o  d i s a p p e a r .  A f t e r

w T u T  S I T  *0 *h e u CUl>b 0 a i 'd  s h e  P « « » d e d  t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  s h e  a n d  
i < L  p  h a d  o w n e d  t h e  e s t a t e  a n d  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  c a s t l e  ; t h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  F u n t a n s , a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  a  d i f f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  in  r e l i g i o u s
o p i n i o n ,  h a d  t o  d o  w h a t  R o g e r  W i l l i a m s  a n d  o t h p v  rKco tl o , , , ,  . .  K i m a m s  a n a  o t h e i  d i s s e n t e r s  w e r e  c o m 
p e l l e d  l a t e r  b y  t h e  P u r i t a n s  t o  d o  ( f l e e  f o r  l i f e  f r o m  t l i e  f a c e  o f  m a n

t a lr e  a lo n f f  m  d a u n t s  o f  w i l d  b e a s t s )  ; t h a t ,  b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o

a t a u l t b l k 1 *h .e; l\ C 0 ,\ a n d  P I a t e > c o n c l u d e d  t o  s e c r e t e  t h e m  i n
v a u l t  b a c k  o f  t h a t  c u p b o a r d ,  e x p e c t i n g  t o  r e t u r n  w h e n  i n d e p e n d e n t  e x  

p i - e s s i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  w i t h  b o d t  T a t  !  "  
.■are state of r fh ta  in Christian land, ,11 down the

“ U n h a l l o w e d  p e r s e c u t i o n  c e a s e d  n o t  t i l l  w p  n+fo/.i-, ^ i 
home in the wilderne.s, c„ Ted „ol ' Z

he.™  by d e sc e n t .b id e  s t i l l  i ' th i s  h o .e e , a n d  h av e  been .w c n n r f  
f i o m  t h e  t r u e  p a t h w a y  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  h a v e  t r o d d e n  T h e v  Vu- ™  . • 

s t r a i t s ,  b u t  b e h i n d  h e r e ” , t a p p i n g  t h e  w a l l ,  “  i s  a n  a b u n d a n c e ,  fo r s o o th ”  

a n d  t o  s p a r e .  T e a ,  f o r  m a n y  l o n g  y e a r s  s o u g h t  T „  ‘ ’

t h o s  s t i l l  e n c u m b e r e d  w i t h  t h e  J i ,  a l a c k ! t o  ,L
t o a s t  y o u  s i r ,  d e s i g n a t i n g  E v a n s ,  “ t o  m a k e  k n o w n  t o  t h e m  m v

trouble th t 'X I e  ”* ^  ^  ~  ** * *  : -o r e  will }

H e  p r o m is e d ,  b u t  d e c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  l-,’ ij? cn

i n  o b s o l e t e  E n g l i s h  o n  h i s  g i v i n g  a l s o  t b i t  ^

e n s ,  a n d  in q u ir e d  in  w h a t  m a n n e r  t h e y  w i s h e d  l i e r  t ” f)  j  '

p o o k s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  a  c h o i c e  i n  m e t h o d s  o f  r e f in 'n e r  f l  " •' ' a " '
w h ich , perhaps, is  jn s t  to cense b ein g  present *

th e  watL ^ ° U CRme’ Piease’ responded th e  fa in t-h earted  n ex t lo

h a b i t ,  ! ° n g U e ’ ”  f o J o f

s h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  k n o w n  t h a t  s u c h  a t  T h n m a n  n a t u r e ,  

e c h o  in  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  ^  ^  ^

■ ?  ™  “ v " ' *

overjoyed host pressed a liberal

f u s e d .  B u t  e v e r  a n d  a n o n  l i e  r e c e i v e d  f iv e ,  t e n ,  o r  t w e n t y  p o u n d s  f r o m  

t h a t  f a m i l y ,  s o  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  l a c k e d  f o r  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  l i f e .

I n  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  i s  t h e  c a s e  o f  o n e  w h o  s o u g h t ,  

u n b i d d e n ,  c o n c e a l e d  t r e a s u r e  f r o m  i t s  p o s t - m o r t e m  o w n e r .

H a u n t e D T r  e a s  u r e .

M r . I s a a c  M o r g a n ,  a n  u n c le  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ’s ,  w a s  a p r i v a t e  i n  o u r  

l a t e  Avar. A t  o n e  t i m e ,  w h e n  h i s  r e g i m e n t  w a s  b i v o u a c k e d ,  h e  a n d  

s e v e r a l  c o m r a d e s  l e a r n e d  f r o m  s o m e  c o n t r a b a n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  

b o x  b u r i e d  in  a n  a d j o i n i n g  f o r e s t ,  a n d  t h a t  n o b o d y  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  in  

d i g g i n g  i t  u p . H e n c e  i t  h a d  b e e n  d u b b e d  b y  n e g r o  c r e d u l i t y  “ h a u n t 

e d  t r e a s u r e  !” N o t  b e l i e v i n g  in  s u c h  u b a l d e r d a s h , ”  t h e  s o l d i e r s  v o l u n 

t e e r e d ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e  s h o w n  t h e  w a y ,  t o  u n e a r t h  i t  i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h e  

“ w i t c h e s  a i id  h o b g o b l i n s  o f  4 c o o n ’ f o l k - l o r e . ” B u t  t h e y  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  

in  g e t t i n g  t h e  w a y  s h o w n .

“ K a i n t  g i t  d i s  h e a l i  c h i c k e n  o b e r  d a r ,  h o n e y .  L o t ’s  e r  p u s s o n s  

t r i e d  t o  g e t  i t ,  b u t  d e y  c o u l d n ’t .  S u f t in  g o e s  ‘ p l u n k  !’ d e n  y e r  d o a n  

k n o w  w l i a r  y o u  b e ,  n o h o w . ”

N o t  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h a t  a n y  b u g a b o o  o r  f l i b b e r t i g i b b e t  c o u ld  m o p  

t h e  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h e  s o ld i e r s  a t  l a s t  s u c c e e d e d  in  b r i b i n g  t h e  

n e g r o e s  o n e  n i g h t  t o  s h o w  t h e m  t h e  s p o t .  S u r e  e n o u g h ,  a f t e r  d i g g i n g  

a w h i l e  t h e y  c a m e  t o  a  s m a l l  b o x .  M e a n w h i l e  t h e  d a r k i e s ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d 

i n g  t h e y  h a d  t a k e n  a l o n g  a  g o o d l y  n u m b e r  o f  r a b b i t - f e e t ,  r e t i r e d  t o  a  

r e s p e c t f u l  d i s t a n c e .  H i g h l y  e l a t e d ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  p r o c u r e d  s o m e  f e n c e -  

r a i l s  a n d  b e g a n  p r y i n g  a w a y .  T h e i r  “  H e  l i o - a y ”  e n d e d  w i t h  a  w h o o p  

o f  s u r p r i s e  a s  a  m y s t e r i o u s  p o w e r  f lu n g  t h e m  b a c k w a r d .  A  h o r s e  c o u ld  

n o t  h a v e  o v e r t a k e n  t h e  n e g r o e s  in  t h e i r  f r a n t i c  f l i g h t ,  b u t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  

p o s s e s s e d  t r u e  “  g r i t , ” a n d  a f t e r  p i c k i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  u p  a n d  c o u n t i n g  

n o s e s ,  t h e y  w e n t  a t  i t  a g a i n .  T h e i r  e f f o r t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w a s  n i p p e d  i n  

t h e  b u d ,  f o r  a  l a r g e  f e r o c i o u s  d o g  ( h y p n o t i z e d ,  p e r h a p s ,  b y  t h e  outre 
tombe m i s e r )  r u s h e d  a t  t h e m  a n d  c a u s e d  a  g e n e r a l  s t a m p e d e .

T h a t ,  w e  w i l l  b e  t o l d ,  w a s  a  c a s e  o f  “  c o l l e c t i v e  h a l l u c i n a t i o n . ”  

A n d  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  o n e .

A  G rinning G uest.
T w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r o u g h ,  “  d e v i l - m a y -  

c a r e ”  l o t  o f  m e n  c o m p r i s i n g  a  l o g g i n g  c a m p  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  

B l a c k  R i v e r  F a l l s ,  W i s . ,  a n d  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  W a l e s  b e  i t  s a i d  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o f  h e r  s o n s  in  t h e  g a n g .  T h e  l o g g e r s  

b u n k e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  b i g  l o g  c a b in .  L o n g  l o g s  o n  t h e  o u t s id e  h e ld  

d o w n  t h e  s l a b s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  r o o f in g ,  n a i l s  n o t  b e i n g  u s e d  i n  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s h a n t y .  A  c a m p - f ir e  w a s  k e p t  b u r n i n g  i n  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  r o o m , a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  h o l e  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f t h e  r o o f  f o r  t h e  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f  t h e  s m o k e .  O n e  n i g h t ,  w h i l e  e n g a g e d  in  r e c k l e s s  

g a m b l i n g ,  t h e y  s a w  a  s t r a n g e r  s t a n d i n g  n e a r ,  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  h e a r d  t h e  

d o o r  o p e n .  H e  w a s  a  w e l l - d r e s s e d  m a n ,  o f  g e n t l e m a n l y  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a  

r a r e  s i g h t  t h o s e  d a y s  i n  t h e  p i n e r i e s .  N o n e  o f  t h e  c h o p p e r s  h a d  s e e n  

h i m  b e f o r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o  b e  s o c ia b le ,  t h e y  i n v i t e d  h i m  t o  t a k e  a  h a n d



i n  t h e  g a m e .  T h e  i n v i t a t i o n  b r o u g h t  n o  r e s p o n s e ,  n o r  w o u l d  h e  p a y  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n y  i n q u i r i e s .  T h i s  c a u s e d  s o m e  c u r s i n g ,  a n d  a  b u l l y  s t a r t 

e d  w i t h  c l e n c h e d  f i s t s  t o w a r d  t h e  s t r a n g e r .  T h e  g u e s t  m e r e l y  g r i n n e d  

b u t  h e  w a s  s u c h  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  g r i n n e r  t h a t  t h e  r a i s e d  a r m  o f  t h e  

p u g i l i s t  d r o p p e d  l i m p  a t  h i s  s id e ,  a n d  e v e r y  l o g g e r  f e l t  a  f l u t t e r i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  h e a r t .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  s m i l e  h a d  b e c o m e  a  h i d e o u s ,  m e n a c i n g  

g l a r e .  T h e  s t r a n g e r  s  f a c e  t r a n s f o r m e d  in t o  a  f i e n d ’s , l i v i d  w i t h  m a l i c e ,  

g r e a t  f a n g s  g r o w i n g  f r o m  h i s  t e e t h .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  l o g g e r s ,  

t h o u g h t s  r e v e r t e d  t o  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f u m b l i n g  a r o u n d ,  

t h e y  p r o d u c e d  a  B i b l e  a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  d i l a p i d a t e d  h y m n - b o o k s .  T h e i r  

n e w  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  W a t t s  w e r e  t o o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  o n e  o f  f l e x i b l e  f e a t u r e s ,  

s o  h e  r o s e  i n  t h e  a i r  h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  d i s c o r d s .  A s  h i s  f e e t  d i s a p p e a r e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s m o k e  h o l e ,  a l l  t h e  l o g s  o n  t h e  r o o f  r o l l e d  o f f  w i t h  a  r e s o u n d 

i n g  c r a s h  t h a t  m a d e  t h e  m e n  t h i n k  t h e  j u d g m e n t - d a y  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  

t h e  n i g h t - t i m e .  T h e  w o o d - c l io p p e r s  h a d  t h e  c o n c e i t  ( s o  p r e v a l e n t  i n  

C h r i s t i a n  l a n d s )  o f  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  a l l  e v i l ,  t h e  a r c h 

f i e n d ,  w h o  c o n t e n d s  w i t h  s u c h  r e m a r k a b l e  s u c c e s s  a g a i n s t  t h e  I n f i n i t e  

M a k e r  o f  u n i v e r s e  a n d  m a n ,  h a d  s p e n t  s o  m u c h  t i m e  w i t h  t h e m — i n  t h i s  

c a s e  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  s c a r e  t h e m  i n t o  b e i n g  good.
A t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a u  a d j o i n i n g  c a m p  w a s  d i s t u r b e d  b y  n o c -

* t u r n a l  v i s i t a t i o n s .  T w o  c h o p p e r s  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h i s  h a d  b e e n  k i l l e d

b y  f a l l i n g  t r e e s .  M r . E . ---------, o f  N o r t h  B e n d ,  W i s . ,  t e s t i f i e s  t h a t  t w o

n i g h t s  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  o n e  h e  w a s  a w a k e n e d  b y  a  n o i s e  a t  

t h e  d o o r  n e a r e s t  t h e i r  c o - o p e r a t i v e  s h a n t y .  A  s l i g h t  p u s h  w o u l d  h a v e  

o p e n e d  i t ,  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  d o o r - k n o b  w a s  r a t t l e d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  S o o n  t h e  

h o r s e s  in  a n  a d j o i n i n g  s t a b l e  m a d e  a  t e r r i f i c  r a c k e t ,  a s  i f  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  

b r e a k  l o o s e .  T h i s  w a s  a t  m i d n i g h t ,  w h e n  i n  t h e  l a r g e  c a b in  a l l  t h e  

l o g g e r s  w e r e  a r o u s e d  b y  t h e  s h r i e k s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  m e n ,  w h o ,  q u i v e r -  

i n g  i n  e v e r y  f ib r e ,  w a s  p o i n t i n g  t o w a r d s  a  c o r n e r .

“  S h o o t  i t ,  f o r  G o d ’s  s a k e  s h o o t  i t !  T h e r e  i t  g o e s — s e e  i t  ?— r i g h t  

i n t e r  t h e  f ir e  a n d  b a c k  a g a i n , ”  h e  s h r i e k e d .

H e  d e s c r i b e d  a  h u g e ,  u n c l e a n  b e a s t ,  r e s e m b l i n g  a  d o g ,  b u t  w i t h  

h o r n s ,  a n d  p r o d u c i n g  a  s e n s a t i o n  o f  h o r r o r  b y  i t s  g y r a t i o n s .  T l i e  o t h e r  

s l e e p e r s ,  a f t e r  c o m i n g  t o  t h e i r  s e n s e s ,  w e r e  t o o  l a t e  t o  s e e  i t ,  b u t  s o o n  

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  s i g h t  h a d  t u r n e d  t h e i r  c o m r a d e  i n t o  a  r a v i n g  
m a d m a n .

O t h e r  p s y c h i c  s e n s e s  t h a u  c l a i r v o y a n c e  w i l l  t e l l  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  

s p e c t r e .  I f  i t  h a s  a  m i s t y ,  o f f e n s i v e  o d o u r ,  i t  i s  a n  e v i l  t h i n g  .-— A l w a y s  

b e w a r e  o f  t h e  ‘ s m e l l - b a d  s p o o k  T h e  v o i c e  o f  a  g o o d  s p i r i t  s o u n d s  

b e l l - l i k e  o r  a s  i f  w a f t e d  f r o m  a n  e e o l ia n  h a r p  ; a n  a s t r a l  c o r p s e ’s  v o i c e  

s e e m s  a s  i f  e c h o i n g  f r o m  a  b a r r e l .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t a n c e  i s  a  c a s e  in  
p o i n t .

M o n e y  O b t a i n e d  U n d e r  F a l s e  P r e t e n c e s .

M y  b r o t h e r  w r o t e  m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :—

• O n e  n i g h t  l a s t  A p r i l  [ 1 8 9 0 ]  a  s p o o k  c a m e  a n d  s t o o d  b y  m y  b e d s id e ,  

m y  h a i r  f e e l i n g  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  e l e v a t e  i t s e l f .  F i n a l l y  I  a s k e d  w h a t  h e

w a n t e d .  H e  r e p l i e d  i n  a  h o l l o w  v o i c e  t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  c o m e  t h r o u g h  a  

t u b e  f r o m  a f a r :

“  ‘ M y  n a m e  i s  W i l l i a m  C o n n e r s ,  a n d  I  d i e d  i n  t h i s  h o u s e  t w e n t y -  

s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  I w a s  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  o ld .*

“  T h e n  h e  d r i f t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a l l  a n d  w e n t  t o  a  c o r n e r  o f  a n  a d 

j o i n i n g  r o o m  t o  s h o w  w h e r e  h e  h a d  d ie d .  W h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d ,  I  m a d e  h im  

s k i p .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  I  h a d  t o ld  A r t h u r ,  a n d  h e  w e n t  a n d  a s k e d  t h e  

l a n d l a d y  i f  a n y  o n e  h a d  d i e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o .  S h e  r e p l i e d  :

“ ‘ Y e s ,  a  y o u n g  m a u  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  W i l l i a m  C o n n e r s  d ie d  h e r e  

n e a r l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o .  H i s  b e d  s t o o d  i n  t h a t  c o r n e r ’, p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  

s a m e  p l a c e  t h e  s p o o k  h a d  s h o w n . ”

I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h i s  h o u s e  ( H — s t r e e t ,  N e w ' Y o r k  C i t y )  h a s  

b e e n  c o n s id e r e d  h a u n t e d  b y  o t h e r s  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e y  h e a r d  d i s h e s  

r a t t l e d  a r o u n d  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  a n d  m o v e d  o u t  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t .

“  M a m m a , t h e r e  i s  a  m a n  i n  t h a t  r o o m ,” s a id  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i ld r e n ,  

r u n n i n g  t o  t h e  l a n d l a d y .

S h e  w e n t  in ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  r o o m  h a d  n o  o t h e r  e x i t ,  n o  o n e  w a s  

t h e r e .  T h e n  a  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  w a s  c a l l e d  in  t o  s p r i n k l e  w a t e r  a r o u n d .  

L i t t l e  g o o d  h i s  “  h o l y  w a t e r ”  w i l l  d o , s i n c e  h e  i s  u n a b le  t o  e v e n  s e e  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  t h e  m i s c h i e f .  P o o r  s h a d e ,  h e  i s  w a n d e r i n g  s t i l l  i n  p u r g a t o r y ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  p r i e s t s  h a v e  b e e n  p a id  f o r  g e t t i n g  h im  o u t .  T h i s  lo o k s  

l i k e  o b t a i n i n g  m o n e y  u n d e r  f a l s e  p r e t e n c e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  a r e  

t h o r o u g h l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g o o d s  d e l i v e r e d  n o  o n e  e l s e  o u g h t  

t o  c o m p la i n .

J o h n  M . P r y s e , F .  T . S .
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

(To be Concluded.)

MADHAVA'CHARI.

M
A ' D H A V A ' C H A ' R l ,  b r o t h e r  o f  S a y a n a c h a r i ,  a  C o m m e n t a t o r  o n  t h e  

V e d a s ,  w a s  a  p o o r  a n d  i l l i t e r a t e  B r a h m in ,  r e s i d i n g  s o m e w h e r w  

a b o u t  B e n a r e s .  H e  d e s i r e d  t o  b e  v e r y  r ic h ,  a n d  l e a r n e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  

t i m e .  H e  w e n t  t o  t h e  F o r e s t ,  d e t e r m i n e d  to  p r a y  f o r  a n d  o b t a i n  t h e  

g o o d - w i l l  o f  L a k s h m i  a n d  S a r a s v a t i ,  t h e  g o d d e s s e s  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  l e a r n 

i n g ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  H e  w a s  s t r i v i n g  h a r d ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  

w a s  k e e p i n g  h i s  b o d y  a n d  s o u l  t o g e t h e r .  O n e  d a y ,  h e  m e t  a  K s h a t r i y a ,  

b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  4 B h u k , ’ w h o ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  p o v e r t y ,  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  

s e r v e  t h e  r u l e r  o f  t h e  p l a c e  a s  h i s  c o w - h e r d ,  a n d  w a s  w a n d e r i n g  w i th  

h i s  c a t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  f o r e s t  i n  s e a r c h  o f  p a s tu r e -  B h u k  p i t i e d  t h e  p o o r  

a n d  w r e t c h e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  M a d h a v a c h a r i ,  a n d  o f f e r e d  t o  g i v e  h im  e v e r y  

d a y  e n o u g h  o f  m i l k  l o r  h i m  t o  l i v e  u p o n .  M ^ d h a v a c h f ir i  o b j e c t e d  o n  

t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  k i n g  m i g h t  b e  d i s p l e a s e d ; b u t  c o n s e n t e d ,  h o w e v e r , t o  

B h u k ’s  p r o p o s a l  o n  h i s  a s s u r i n g  h i m  t h a t  t h e  k i n g  h a d  p l e n t y  o f  c a t t l e ,  

a n d  w o u l d  n o t  m i n d  t h e  p a l t r y  o f f e r in g .  T r u e  t o  h i s  p r o m is e ,  B h u k  

g a v e  h i m  m i l k  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  b e c a m e  c l o s e l y  a t t a c h e d  to  M a d h a 

v a c h a r i  w h o  w a s  a l w a y s  p r a y i n g  w i t h  u n c e a s i n g  d e v o t io n .  A l o n g  t i m e



f o r m s 1 Bh I r s p e a r e d  in  t h e i r  e t h e r e a l  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  
o i m s  t o  B h u k ,  w h o  w a s  c l o s e  b y  M a d h a v a e h a r i ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  i n v i s i b l e  

t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a n d  t o l d  B h u k  t o  a d v i s e  M a d h a v a e h a r i  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  

o b t a in  l „ s  d e s i r e d  o b j e c t  in  h i s  p r e s e n t  l i f e .  M a d h a v a e h a r i ,  v e r y  m u c h  

d e j e c t e d ,  b u t  n o t  d e s p a i r i n g ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a y  f o r  t h e  g o d d e s s e s .  A 
l o n g  t i m e  e l a p s e d  b u t  w i t h  n o  r e s u l t .  A t  l a s t ,  o u t  o f  r a g e  a n d  d e s p a i r

h e  t o i l  *•' u f n ,l  I ,iS  ° b j e C t i n  S p it e  ° f  h i s  f e r v e n t  ^ t i o r uh e , t o ie  a s u n d e r  h * . h o l y  t h r e a d ,  a n d  b e c a m e  *  S a n y a s i .  S c a r c e  d id  M a d h a -

v a c h a n  b e c a m e  a  S a n y a s i ,  w h e n  t h e  t w o  g o d d e s s e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

t o  h im ,  a n d  b e g g e d  l u m  t o  a c c e p t  t h e m  a s  h i s  a t t e n d a n t s .  M a d h a v a e h a r i  

S i T r  f — t i  B u t  b e i n g  a  S a n y a s i  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  r e j e c t  

f e i t h  u l , ' d l f  !'0WV'eV’- d U 'e C te d  h e r  t0 b e  W ith  B h u k  w h o  w a s  h i s  

a n d n r a v f o  t l  ^ ° W l n g t 0 W l l 0 S e  k m d n e s s  l le  w a s  e n a b l e d  to  l i v e  
m a n  o f T i !  n f f "  ! f n d  M f id h ^ - > - r i  b e c a m e  t h e  , n o s t  l e a r n e d  

Tn r t. j  g 6 ‘ . U k  m e ilU W ,liI e  w a s  p u r s u i n g  h i s  a c c u s t o m e d  a v o c a t i o n .

n  o d ^ T n T ’- w r ^  f ,  E m ? e i  0 r  ° f  H a s t i n a P u r a  ( s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e  
m o d e m  D e l h i )  d i e d  w i t h o u t  i s s u e ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  w a s  t o  adorn t h e  s t a t e

e l e p h a n t ,  a n d  g i v e  t h e  a n i m a l  a  p o t  o f  w a t e r  a n d  a  g a r l a n d ,  a n d  t h e

! : : ; r r r  t. e elephant shouid empty the " ater i,ot ^
* a i l a n d ,  w o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  a s  t h e  E m p e r o r .  T h e  

E m p e r o r  d i e d  l e a v m g  n o  i s s u e ,  a n d  t h e  u s u a l  c e r e m o n y  w a s  o b s e r v e d .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  f o r e s t  w h e r e  B h u k  w a s  t e n d i n g  h i s  c a t t l e  w a s  v e r y  f a ,  

lo r n  H a s t m a p u r a ,  t h e  e l e p h a n t  p a s s e d  s e v e r a l  K i n g s  a n d  P r i n c e s  

w i t h o u t  n o t i c i n g  a n y  o f  t h e m ,  t r a v e r s e d  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  a n d ,  a t  l a s t  

c o m i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e s t ,  f o u n d  B h u k  s o u n d  a s l e e p  u n d e r  a  s h a d y  t r e e  f r o m  

t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  m i d - d a y  s u n .  A  s p l e n d i d  r e t i n u e  a n d  c a v a l c a d e  w e r e  

o l l o w m g  t h e  e l e p h a n t  a t  a  r e s p e c t f u l  d i s t a n c e .  T h e  e l e p h a n t  s t o p p e d  

i o n  o  t  e  s l e e p i n g  B h u k ,  a n d  e m p t i e d  t h e  p o t  o v e r  h i s  h e a d .  

B h u k  w a s  s t a r t l e d  a n d  g o t  u p  i n  c o n f u s i o n .  T h e  e l e p h a n t  p u t  t h e  

g a i  l a n d  o v e r  B l i n k  s  h e a d ,  l i f t e d  l i i m  u p  t o  t h e  h o w d a h ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  h i m  

t o  H a s t m a p u r a ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  r i g h t  r o y a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  a s  t h e  E m p e r o r ,  

l o t h e  s u r p r i s e  a n d  a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  a l l ,  B h u k  g o v e r n e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  

w i s e l y  a n d  w e l l .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  M a d h a v a e h a r i  t o o k  i t  i n t o  h i s  

h e a d  t o  g o  a n d  s e e  h i s  f o r m e r  f r i e n d  a n d  b e n e f a c t o r  B h u k ,  a n d  f in d  h o w  

h e ,  i n  h i s  e x a l t e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i f e ,  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  h im .  T h e  E m p e r o r  

B h u k  g a v e  h i m  a  m o s t  c o r d ia l  r e c e p t i o n .  T h e i r  o ld  a s s o c i a t i o n s  r e v i v i n g

T P “  t l m e  m o s t  h a p p i l j -  O n e  d a y ,  t h e  E m p e r o r  B h u k  e n t r e a t -
M a d h a v a e h a r i  t o  c o n f e r  t h e  h i g h e s t  b o o n  o n  t h e  c o n n t r y  b y  h i s  p r o -  

d u c m g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i t e r a r y  w o r k  f o r  a l l  t i m e  t o  c o m e .  M a d h a v d c h a r i

V e l f  r e r ^ e r a a t t e l ' a n d  r C S 0 lv e d  t o w r i t e  a  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  
v e d a s  1 h u s  t h e  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  Y e d a s  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  l e a r n -

g  a n d  l a b o r ,  a n d  i t  w a s  t h e  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e a r n i n g  
and the greatest wealth.

K. P e r r a z u , F.T.S.

MODERN INDIAN MAGIC AND MAGICIANS.

Thk B o d i y a  B a .h k a r .

W
I T H  r e f e r e n c e  t o  P r o f e s s o r  H .  K e l l a r ’s  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  

J a n u a r y  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  North American Review, r e g a r d i n g  L e v i t a 

t io n ,  I  c a n  t e s t i f y  t o  h a v i n g  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  s a m e ,  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  

i n  t h e  p o s t u r e  o f  t h e  b o d y  w h i c h  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  s w o r d s .

I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  t h r i c e — a t  B e r h a m p u r ,  G o b e r d a n g a  a n d  D i 

n a  j p u r .  T h e  p e r f o r m e r s  o f  t h e s e  m a r v e l s  b e l o n g  t o  a  c a s t e  o f ,  p r o b a b ly  

a b o r i g i n a l ,  h i l l  p e o p l e  c a l l e d  B o d i y a  B a j i k a r .  A s  t o  t h e i r  n u m b e r s ,  I  c a n 

n o t  s p e a k  ; b u t  w e  s e e  t h e m  w a n d e r i n g  i n  p a r t i e s  o f  f o u r  o r  f iv e ,  i n c l u d 

i n g  b o t h  s e x e s .  T h e y  s h e l t e r  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  w r e t c h e d  l e a f  h u t s ,  n o t  m u c h  

b i g g e r  t h a n  d o g - k e n n e l s ,  a n d  w o r s e  t h a n  t h e  w o r s t  t h a t  a  d e c e n t  E u r o 

p e a n  d o g  ’w o u ld  c o n d e s c e n d  t o  o c c u p y ,  s a v e  in  t h e  d i r e s t  s t r a i t s .  T h e y  

c o m e  t o  a  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  p i t c h  t h e i r  c a m p ,  s t o p  a  f e w  d a y s ,  w e e k s  o r  

m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h e n  m o v e  o n ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  b a n d  s e ld o m  r e - a p p e a r s  in  t h e  

s a m e  p l a c e .  F o r m e r l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e s e  d a y s  o f  s u p e r - e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a n d

B .  A - i s m ,  w h e n  n a t u r e  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  t e a c h  h e r  l e s s o n s  a n d  e d u c a t io n  

h a d  n o t  e x t i n g u i s h e d  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  t h e y  w e r e  f a i r l y  w e l l  r e m u n e r a t e d ,  b u t  

n o w  t h e i r  l i v i n g  i s  b e c o m e  s o  p r e c a r io u s  t h a t  t h e y  s e e m  t o  h a v e  d r o p p e d  

h y p n o t i s m  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  b e t a k e n  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  o t h e r  

w a y s  o f  l i v e l i h o o d .  A t  a n y  r a t e ,  t h e y  a r e  s e ld o m  s e e n .  T h e y  s p e a k  a  

b a s t a r d  B e n g a l i  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s ,  b u t  t h e  p a r t y  I  s a w  a t  D i n a j p u r ,  t a l k e d  

H i n d u s t a n i .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  a m  u n a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  t r a i n i n g  

b y  w h i c h  t h e i r  p o w e r s  a r e  d e v e lo p e d ,  b u t  a m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  

k n o w n  a s  K u m b o o k  Y o g a ,  b y  w l i i c h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Laghimcb, o r  e x c e s s i v e  

l i g h t n e s s ,  i s  a t t a i n e d .  Laghima i s — a s  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  o f  P a t a n j a l i  k n o w s  

— t h e  s e c o n d  o n e  e n u m e r a t e d  o f  t h e  e i g h t  s i d d h i s  a l l e g e d  t o  b e  p o t e n 

t i a l  i n  m a n ,  a n d  m a y  b e  c a r r i e d  t o  a  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  Y o g i ’s  b o d y  b e c o m e s  

l< a s  l i g h t  a s  tula” (a  e o t t o n - f lo c k ) .  I  h a v e  r e a d  in  o u r  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

b o o k s  t h a t  t h i s  e x c e s s i v e  l i g h t n e s s  o r  l e v i t y  o f  b o d y  i s  a  s y m p t o m  o f  o n e  

p h a s e  o f  h y s t e r i a ,  b u t  T d o u b t  i f  o u r  m o d e r n  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  y e t  a b le  t o  

t e l l  u s  w h a t  h y s t e r i a  r e a l l y  i s .  B e  t h a t  a s  i t  m a y ,  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  :—

A t  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p l a c e s  a b o v e - m e n t io n e d ,  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  to o k  

p l a c e  in  t h e  o p e n  a ir ,  o n  p r e m i s e s  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  p a t r o n s ,  n o t  b y  t h e  

B a j i k a r  : a t  G r o b e r d a n g a  i t  w a s  in  t h e  c o m p o u n d  o f  t h e  lo c a l  Z e m in d a r ,  

B a b u  S a r a t  a  P r o s o n n o  M u k e r j i ; a t  B e r h a m p u r  i n  t h e  o p e n  s t r e e t ,  a n d  

a t  D i n a j p u r  in  a  f i e ld  b e t w e e n  t h e  C o l l e c t o r ’s  K u t c l i e r v  a n d  t h e  r a i l w a y  

s t a t i o n .  Tn e a c h  c a s e  s i x  s w o r d s  w e r e  f ix e d  in  t h e  g r o u n d ,  p o i n t s  u p 

w a r d ,  l e a n i n g  t o w a r d s  a  c o m m o n  c e n t r e ,  a n d  f o r m i n g  a  s o r t  o f  c o n e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  p e r f o r m e r s ,  t h e  nstad ( m e s m e r i s e r  ?) a n d  t h e  sakret 
( s u b j e c t ) ,  a  b o y  o f  1 4  t o  1 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e  : h e  w a s  n a k e d ,  s a v e  a s  t o  t h e  

s m a l l  langouta, o r  b r e e c h - c l o t h .  T h e  ustad m a d e  a  s p e e c h  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  

w o n d e r  h e  w a s  a b o u t  t o  p r o d u c e  a n d  s a id  t h a t  t h e  b o y  w o u ld  a c t u a l l y  

r i s k  h i s  l i f e  f o r  o n r  a m u s e m e n t ,  a n d  a s k e d  u s  t o  b e  l i b e r a l  in  bakshish. 
H e  t h e n  r e c i t e d  s o m e  m a n  t r a m s ,  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  r e s t i n g  u p o n  t h e  b o y ’s  

h e a d ,  a n d  a f t e r  s o m e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h i s ,  s t r o k e d  n i s  b a c k  w i t h  s o m e  o i l



u p o n  w h i c h  l i e  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  b r e a t h e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  h e  h a d  i n f u s e d  w i t h  

t h e  p o w e r  o f  h i s  m a n t m i n s — a s  I  n o w  c o m p r e h e n d .  T h e  b o y  s t o o d  

e r e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  I  d o  n o t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  h i s  e y e s  c lo s e d ,  

l h e  m a n  f i n a l l y  l i f t e d  h im  in  o n e  p ie c e ,  s o  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  i s  a s  s t i f f  a s  a  

h o a r d ,  a n d  la id  h i m  o n  t l i o  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  s w o r d s  o n  w h i c h  h e  r e s t e d  a t  a  

•sp o t s o m e w h a t  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  s h o u l d e r - b l a d e s  : a  s e v e n t h  s w o r d - p o i n t  

s u p p o r t e d  h i s  c a l v e s ,  c r o s s e d  o v e r  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e  c a t a l e p t i c  s u b j e c t  

w a s  l e f t  l y i n g  o n  t h i s  s p i k y  c o u c h  s o m e  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s ,  a f t e r  

w h i c h  a  c l o t h  w a s  t h r o w n  o v e r  h i m  a n d  t h e  s w o r d s ,  a n d ,  s t i l l  r i g i d ,  h e  

w a s  g e n t l y  l i f t e d  o f f  a n d  l a i d  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h e  c l o t h  w a .s  r e m o v e d ,  

o i l  w a s  r u b b e d  o v e r  h i s  w h o l e  b o d y ,  t h e  n x h td  m a d e  l o n g  p a s s e s  f r o m  

h e a d  t o  f e e t ,  r e p e a t e d  m a n t r a m s ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  t l i e  b o y ’s  s u p p l e n e s s  o f  

b o d y  r e t u r n e d  ; h e  g o t  u p ,  j o i n e d  t h e  u sta il  in  s a l a a m s  t o  t h e  b y s t a n d e r s ,  

a n d  g a t h e r e d  t h e i r  h a r v e s t  o f  p ic e .  T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  t a m a s h a s  

w e  l e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  a n d  o n e  d e s c r i p t i o n  s e r v e s  f o r  a l l .

P a t ir a m  ■Rankim kic , P . T .  S .
Pa Klin, March 189S.

I  c a n  t e s t i f y  t o  h a v i n g  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  s a m e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  m e n 

t i o n e d  b y  B a b u  P a t i r a m  B a n e r j e e ,  w i t h  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  p e r 

f o r m e r  in  t h i s  c a s e  w a .s  a  f e m a l e ,  a n d  t l i e  b o d y  w a s  i n  t h e  P a d m d s a n  

p o s t u r e ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  f o u r  o r  f iv e  s w o r d s  a n d  a  s t i c k  h e l d  

f a s t  b y  t h e  p e r f o r m e r  w i t h  h e r  r i g h t  h a n d .  T h e  s w o r d s  w e r e  a l l  t a k e n  

a w a y  o n e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  w a s  f o u n d  t o  k e e p  

i t s e l f  u p  in  t h e  a i r ,  w i t h  t h e  a id  o f  t h e  s t i c k  o n ly .  A.s t h e  e v e n t  h a p p e n e d  

s o m e  t h i r t y  y e a r s  b a c k ,  I  d o  n o t  w e l l  r e m e m b e r  t o  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  w h e t h e r  

t h e  s t i c k  w a s  s t u c k  in t o  t h e  g r o u n d  o r  n o t ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  

h o m o n t a l  b a r ,  p r o j e c t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s t i c k ,  011 w h i c h  t h e  b o d y  m i°> h t  

l a v e  r e s t e d .  E v e n  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  h o r i z o n t a l  b a r ,  s o  f a r  I  r e m e m b e r  

v e r y  w e l l  t h a t  t h e  s t i c k  w a s  a  t h i n  p i e c e  o f  b a m b o o ,  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  

c e r t a i n l y  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  s u p p o r t  a  b o d y  w e i g h i n g  at least o n e  

m a u n d  a n d  a  h a l f ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  b r o k e n ,  o r  b e n t  d o w n  a t  l e a s t .  D o u b t 

l e s s  t h e  b o d y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  l i g h t e r  b y  s o m e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  p e r 

f o r m e r ,  o t h e r w i s e  i t  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s o  f e e b l e  a  p o s t ,

L a l m o h u n  G o s v a m i .
* r o m  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I  f u l l y  a t t e s t  w h a t  i s  s t a t e d  a b o v e .

R a j a h  S i t e s  C h a n d k a  P a n d a y .

J o h n  B k a h m i n .

I n  J a n u a r y  1 8 7 6 ,  I  w e n t  t o  s e e  a  n a t i v e ,  l i v i n g  in  H o w r a h  a  

p l a c e  o p p o s i t e  C a l c u t t a ,  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  H o o g l i l y .  T h i s  m a n  w a s  

c o m m o n l y  c a l l e d  “ J o h n  B r a h m i n ” , a n d  w a s  s a i d  t o  p o s s e s s  o c c u l t  

p o w e r s  o f  a  v e r y  h i g h  o r d e r .  T o  s a t i s f y  m y  c u r i o s i t y ,  I  p a i d  h i m  a  

v i s i t ,  w i s h i n g  t o  t e s t  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  a s  r e g a r d i n g  m y s e l f .  O n  m y  e n t e r 

i n g  h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  h e  b a d e  m e  s i t  d o w n ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  s a i d  ; “ M e n 

t i o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  f l o w e r .”  I  r e p l i e d ,  “  R o s e ” ; a f t e r  t h e  l a p s e  o f  a  m i n u t e  

o r  t w o  h e  f u l l y  s a t i s f i e d  m e  a s  t o  v e r y  m a n y  i n c i d e n t s  o f  m y  p a s t  l i f e ,  o f  

w h i c h  h e  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  k n o w  n o t h i n g - s u c h  a s  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  c h i l d h o o d .  

N o w ,  s a i d  h e ,  ‘- I  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  a  t e s t  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  w h ic l i

y o u  k n o w  notli i n g — f o u r  m o n t h s  f r o m  d a t e  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  a  l o n g  

j o u r n e y  o n  t l i e  w a t e r  f o r  a  s i t u a t i o n . ” T h i s  h e  r e q u e s t e d  m e  t o  n o t e  

d o w n  i n  m y  po ck e t-b o o k  a s  a  g r e a t  f a v o u r .  I  d id  s o  t o  p l e a s e  h i m ,  t h o u g h  

I  s m i l e d  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  m y  g o i n g  a  l o n g  j o u r n e y  o v e r  w a t e r  f o r  a  s i t u a t i o n ,  

b e i n g  e m p l o y e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  w i t h  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  l e a v i n g  m y  p o s t .

A s  t i m e  w e n t  o n ,  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  e n t i r e l y  c r o w d e d  o u t  J o h n  

B r a h m i n ”  f r o m  m y  t h o u g h t s .  B u t  e x a c t l y  f o u r  m o n t h s  t o  t h e  very day 
I  w a s  s e a t e d  011 t h e  p o o p  o f  t h e  g o o d  s h ip  “  Merchantman” in  t h e  B a y  

o f  B e n g a l ,  b o u n d  f o r  N a t a l ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  W h i l e  i n  a  b r o w n - s t u d y  

t h e r e  I  r e c e i v e d  a  m o s t  f o r c i b l e  im p r e s s i o n  t o  l o o k  a t  m y  p o c k e t - b o o k —  

t h e r e i n  I  f o u n d  t h a t  “ J o h n  B r a h m i n s ” p r e d i c t i o n  w a s  q u i t e  c o r r e c t  t o  

t h e  v e r y  d a y .

O n  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  a b o v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  “ J o h n  

B r a h m i n ”  t o  m y  f r i e n d  H .  R  S i m p s o n ,  ( f r o m  I n d i a )  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  b o t h  

in  N a t a l ,  h e  s a id ,  “ I  k n o w  t h e  m a n  w e l l ,  a n d  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  a  g r e a t e r  p r o o f  

o f  h i s  p o w e r ,  w h i c h  c a m e  u n d e r  m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e .  I  w a s  in  

c h a r g e  o f  a  l o t  o f  “  b r a s s e s ” b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  “  j o u r n a l s ”  o f  a  s t e a m e r —  

t h e s e  w e r e  m i s s i n g .  I  i m m e d i a t e l y  s e t  oft* t o  “ J o h n  B r a h m i n .  H e  t o l d  

m e  “  I  k n o w  f o r  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  c o m e ” ; h e  t h e n  b r o u g h t  a n  e a r t h e n - p o t  

a b o u t  a  f o o t  a n d  a  h a l f  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  f i l l e d  w i t h  w a t e r .  “  N o w  lo o k  w e l l  o n  

t h e  w a t e r ,  a n d  d o  n o t  speak, b u t  w r i t e  d o w n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  f a c e s  

y o u  r e c o g n i z e  a s  t h e y  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  w a t e r . ” I  d id  s o , a n d  t o  m y  g r e a t  

a s t o n i s h m e n t ,  I  r e c o g n i z e d  a l l ,  a n d  e a c h  f a c e ,  a s  t h e y  d i s t i n c t l y  a p p e a r e d  

o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r ,  n u m b e r i n g  t h i r t y  c o o l i e s  a n d  la s c a r s ,  a l l  o f  

w h o m  w e r e  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  m e .  “ J o h n  B r a h m i n ” t h e n  s a id ,  “  i f  y o u  

l o o k  u n d e r  t h e  h e a p  o f  r u b b i s h ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  s p o t ,  n e a r  t h e i r  h u t s ,  

y o u  w i l l  f in d  t h e  b r a s s e s  ; t h e y  h a v e  h a d  110 t i m e  t o  r e m o v e  t h e m . ”

O n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s ,  I  g a v e  t h e  m e n  i n  c h a r g e ,  a n d  f o u n d  a l l  t h e  

“ b r a s s e s ”  a t  t h e  s p o t  i n d i c a t e d .  T h e  m e n  c o n f e s s i n g  t h e i r  g u i l t  w e r e  

s e n t e n c e d  t o  s i x  m o n t h s ’ i m p r i s o n m e n t .

O n  m y  r e t u r n  t o  I n d i a  l a s t  y 6a r , I  w e n t  t o  s e e  “ J o h n  B r a h m i n ’ 

a g a i n ,  b u t  w a s  i n f o r m e d  b y  h i s  s o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  d e a d — h i s  s o n  i s  a b o u t  

1 9  y e a r s  o ld .
C . W .  B u r t o n - J o n e s .

V a i r a v a n a ' t h a  P i l l a y .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m in e  w i l l ,  I  t h i n k ,  a d d  s o m e  v a l u e  t o  

t h e  a l r e a d y - e x i s t i n g  t e s t i m o n i e s  a b o u t  m a g i c i a n s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  t h e i r  

p o w e r s .  T h e r e  l i v e d  i n  a  v i l l a g e  k n o w n  a s  V e e r a v a n a l l o r e ,  in  t h e  T i n 

n e v e l l y  D i s t r i c t ,  t o  w h i c h  I  b e l o n g ,  o n e  m a n  w h o  w e n t  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  

V a i r a v a n a t h a  P i l l a y ,  a n d  a s  h i s  v i l l a g e  w a s  w i t h i n  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  3  o r  4  

m i l e s  f r o m  m i n e ,  I  h a d ,  a n d  h a v e  r e l a t i o n s  t h e r e .  I  w a s  in  a  p o s i t i o n  

t o  m e e t  h i m  o f t e n  a n d  w i t n e s s  h i s  p o w e r s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  v e r y  w o n d e r f u l  

a n d  a t t r a c t i v e .  O n c e  h e  a s k e d  t h e  a u d ie n c e  w h a t  i t  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  

e x p e c t e d  o f  h im ,  w h e n  o n e  o f  t h e m  s a id  t h a t  h e  w a n t e d  m i l k ,  a n d  a n o t h e r ,  

m u s i c .  T h e  m a g i c i a n  i m m e d i a t e l y  k i c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l ,  e x c l a i m i n g  

ki N o w  H a n u m a n  o b e y  m e ” a n d  i n s t a n t l y  a s t r e a m  o f  m i l k  b e g a n  t o  p o u r



o u t ,  a n d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  i t ,  n i c e  H i n d u  m u s i c  w i t h  a l l  t h o  n e c e s s a r y  

a c c o m p a n i m e n t s  b e g a n  t o  f i l l  t h e  h n l l .  T h e  f o r m e r  l a s t e d  f o r  t h r e e  o r  

f o u r  s e c o n d s ,  w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  a b o u t  20 m i n u t e s .

O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s io n ,  t h i s  m a g i c i a n  g o t  a  f in g e r  r i n g  f r o m  a, p e r s o n ,  

a n d  t w i s t i n g  i t  i n  b e t e l  l e a f ,  a s k e d  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  r i n g  t o  c h e w  a n d  

s w a l lo w ,  w h i c h  h e  d id .  W h e n  t h e  t h i n g  w a s  t h u s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  

g o n e  d o w n  t h e  t h r o a t ,  t h e  m a g i c i a n  lo o k e d  i n t e n t l y  u p w a r d s  f o r  a  f e w  

s e c o n d s ,  a n d  t h e n  p u t  h i s  h a n d  i n  t h e  e a r  o f  a  b o y  a n d  d r e w  o u t  t h e  

s a m e  r i n g .  I  h a v e  s e e n  i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  b i g  s t o n e s  f a l l i n g  d o w n  a n d  

w h i s t l i n g  t h r o u g h  s p a c e .  B u t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  

w a s  d e t e c t i n g  t h e f t s .  H e  w o n l d  g i v e  t o  e a c h  p r e s e n t  a  s m a l l  b i t  o f  

b l a n k  p a l m  l e a f  a n d  a p p e a r  t o  o t h e r s  a s  i f  m u t t e r i n g  s o m e  m a n t r a m s .  

T h e n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  b i t s  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  w h i r l  r o u n d  a n d  r o u n d  w i t h  t r e 

m e n d o u s  f o r c e ,  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  h a d  i t  w i l l  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a s  t h e  

t h i e f :  W h i l e  I  a m  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m a n y  o f  h i s  p h e n o m e n a  w e r e

p e r f o r m e d  b y  J a la ,  I  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  s o m e  o t h e r s  w e r e  d o n e  b y  e l e 

m e n t a l s .  T h i s  m a g i c i a n  w a s  s o  f a m o u s  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  t h a t  e v e n  n o w  

h i s  m e m o r y  i s  t o o  v i v i d  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n .

P i ' t a ' m b a r a  A i y e r .

T h e r e  i s  a  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  s a m e  D i s t r i c t  k n o w n  a s  P i t a m b a r a  A i y e r ’s . 

T h e  a n c e s t o r  o f  t h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  s o  p o w e r f u l  a  m a g i c i a n  t h a t  t h e  M a h a 

r a j a h  o f  T r a v a n c o r e ,  a s  a  m a r k  o f  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  g a v e  h i m  a n d  h i s  

d e s c e n d a n t s  a  p e r p e t u a l  g r a n t  a m o u n t i n g  t o  s o m e  h u n d r e d  r u p e e s  e v e r y  

y e a r .  E v e n  n o w  t h e y  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  v i d y a  a n d  in  1 8 8 2 ,  p e r f o r m e d  s o m e  f e a t s  

b e f o r e  t h e  l a t e  T .  S u b b a  R o w  i n  T r i p l i c a n e .  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e m  r i d i n g  f o r  

a  f e w  f e e t  i n  a  p a l a n q u i n  w i t h o u t  a n y  c a r r i e r s ,  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  m a n y  o t h e r  

w o n d e r f u l  f e a t s .  T h e i r  m e r i t s  a r e  r e c o g n i s e d  s o  m u c h ,  t h a t  a l m o s t  a l l  

t h e  D i s t r i c t s  o n  fche S o u t h e r n  a n d  t h e  W e s t e r n  s i d e s  o f  t h e  M a d r a s  

P r e s i d e n c y  h o n o r  t h e m  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  v a l u a b l e  p r e s e n t s .  O n c e  I  

a s k e d  m y  f a t h e r ,  i f  t h e s e  p e o p le ,  w h o  w e r e  t h e n  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  f e a t s ,  

w o u l d  g e t  f o r  m e  h a l f  a  d o z e n  t e n d e r  c o c o a n u t s  ; a n d  n o  s o o n e r  d i d  I  e x 

p r e s s  m y  d e s i r e ,  t h a n  a t  o n c e  t h e  m a g i c i a n  b e g a n  t o  a d d r e s s  h i s  e l e m e n t 

a l  i n  a  s o r t  o f  v u l g a r  s t y l e  a n d ,  w i t h i n  a  f e w  s e c o n d s ,  a  d o z e n  c o c o a n u t s  

r o l l e d  a t  m y  f e e t .  A  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e ,  M r .  R .  S i v a r a m a  A i y e r ,  p>. A ., t o l d  

m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o c c u r r e n c e  :— Ifc s e e m s  o n e  M r . K .  R .  G u r u s w a m i e r ,

B. A., B . l .,  a n d  h i m s e l f  w e r e  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  r o a d s id e  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  p la c e ,  

w h e n  t h e y  s a w  o n e  o f  t h e s e  m a g i c i a n s  p a s s i n g  b y  t h a t  w a y ,  a n d  a s  t h e y  

k n e w  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b e i n g  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  s a m e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  

t a l k  a b o u t  m a g i c .  T h e  m a g i c i a n  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  g e n t l e m e n  

w a n t e d ; a n d  t h e y  s a i d  t h e y  w a n t e d  g o o d  s c e n t e d  attar. T h e  m a g i c i a n  

s i m p l y  r u b b e d  h i s  h a n d s  t w i c e  o r  t h r i c e  o v e r  t h e i r  c h e s t s  a n d  h a n d s ,  

a n d  t h e y  f o u n d  g o o d  o i l y  attar, g i v i n g  o u t  a g r e e a b l e  f r a g r a n c e .  T h e y  

w e n t  h o m e  a n d  h a d  t o  a p p l y  s o a p  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  o i l .  T h i s  c a s e ,  I  t h i n k ,  

w a s  a c t u a l l y  d o n e  b y  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  e l e m e n t a l s .

P .  R .  V e n k a t a r a m a  A i y a r

H a s s a n  K i ian.

M a n y  y e a r s  a g o ,  1 h a d ,  in  V o l .  I ,  p .  1 1 7 ,  a n d  V o l .  I l l ,  p p .  1 9 9 - 2 0 0  

o f  The Theomrphist, r e l a t e d  a  f e w  i n s t a n c e s  I  l i a d  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  o f  

t h e  t r u l y  m a r v e l l o u s  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  H a s s a n  K h a n ,  a  s o r c e i 'e r  f r o m  

H y d e r a b a d ,  w h o  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l .  I  t h e n  

p r o m i s e d  o u r  b e l o v e d  P r e s i d c n t - F o u n d e r  t o  f o l l o w  u p  m y  n a r r a t i v e  

b y  o t h e r s ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  o t h e r  p h e n o m e n a ,  w h i c h  m y  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  m a n  a n d  h i s  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  a t  m y  h o u s e  a f f o r d e d  m e  a m p le  

o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  b e h o l d i n g .  T h i s  p r o m is e ,  w l i i c h  I  h a d  e n t i r e l y  o v e i -  

l o o k e d  f o r  y e a r s  p a s s e d ,  1 n o w  h a s t e n  t o  r e d e e m ,  i n  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t- lia t  

t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  I  a m  a b o u t  t o  n a r r a t e  w i l l  n o t  b e  l a c k i n g  in  i n t e r e s t  t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l  r e a d e r  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  O c c u l t i s m .

I .

O n e  d a y ,  w h e n  w e  h a d  a  f e w  f r i e n d s  o v e r  a t  o u r  p la c e ,  H a s s a n  K h a n ,  

w h o  w a s  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  c a l l i n g  a t  a l l  h o u r s ,  u n e x p e c t e d l y  m a d e  l i i s  a p 

p e a r a n c e .  W e  w e r e  a l l  b u t  t o o  g l a d  o f  h i s  v i s i t ,  a s  i t  p r e s e n t e d  t o  s o m e  

o f  t h e  g u e s t s  w l i o  h a d  h e a r d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  h i m  a  c h a n c e  o f  p e r s o n 

a l l y  testing f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  l i i s  m a g i c  p o w e r s .  I n  c o u r s e  

o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  w h i c h  g r e w  w a r m  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  O c c u l t ,  I  s u g 

g e s t e d  t o  H a s s a n  K h a n  t h a t  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  i n s t a n c e s  o f  

O c c u l t  p h e n o m e n a  w o u l d  s u f f ic e  t o  s i l e n c e  a l l  a r g u m e n t ,  a n d  d i s p e l  

s c e p t i c i s m .  H e  a g r e e d  w i t h  m e ,  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s a t i s f y  

t h e  n a t u r a l  c u r i o s i t y  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  H a s s a n  K h a n  a s k e d  a  g e n t l e m a n  i f  h e  l i a d  a  g o ld  

w a t c l i — a. v a l u a b l e  o n e ,  w i t l i  w l i i c h  h e  w a s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  p a r t  w i t h o u t  

a  s t r u g g l e  ! O n  b e i n g  a n s w e r e d  in  t h e  a f f ir m a t iv e ,  t h e  o w n e r  w a s  r e 

q u e s t e d  t o  p l a c e  t l i e  w a t c h  011 t h e  f lo o r .  H a s s a n  K h a n  l o o k e d  a b o u t  f o r  

s o m e t h i n g  h e a v y ,  a n d  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  l o w e r  p o r t io n  o f  a  s t o n e  g r i n d i n g -  

m i l l ,  s u c h  aS  i s  u s e d  b y  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  I n d i a  in  m a k i n g  f lo u r ,  l y i n g  i n  a  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c o m p o u n d ,  h e  d e s i r e d  i t  t o  b e  b r o u g h t .  H e  t h e n  a s k e d  

a n o t h e r  o f  t h c  g u e s t s  t o  l i f t  t h e  s t o n e ,  a n d  c a r r y i n g  i t  t o  w h e r e  

t h e  w a t c h  w a s  l y i n g ,  h o l d  i t  r a i s e d  s e v e r a l  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d ,  

r i g h t  a b o v e  t h e  w a t c h .  T h i s  d o n e ,  H a s s a n  K h a n  c a l l e d  a lo u d ,  “  N o w  

d r o p  t h e  s t o n e ” ; a n d  in  a n  i n s t a n t  t h e  s t o n e  f e l l  w i t h  a  c r a s h ,  a n d  

s m a s h e d  t h e  w a t c h ,  g l a s s ,  w o r k s  a n d  a l l ,  in t o  a  t h o u s a n d  f r a g m e n t s  ! 

I t  n e e d s  n o  w o r d s  t o  d e p i c t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  o f t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h c  

w a t c h ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  e a s i l y  i m a g i n e d  t h a n  d e s c r i b e d  : 

h i s  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  a t  w h a t  s e e m e d  t o  a l l  h i s  i r r e p a r a b l e  lo s s ,  a n d  h i s  

f e e l i n g s  a t  H a s s a n  K h a n ’s  u t t e r  mug fruid d u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  c o u r s e  

o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  w e r e  b u t  to o  v i s i b l e  o u  h i s  c o u n t e n a n c e .  T o  s t i l l  
f u r t h e r  h a r r o w  h i s  f e e l i n g s ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s ,  H a s s a n  K h a n  e n t e r e d  in t o  
g e n e r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n ;  a n d .  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a n  h o u r ,  a p p e a r e d  o b l i v i o u s  

o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  j o k e ,  a s  t h e  e v e n t  p r o v e d  i t  t o  b e , w h i c h  l i e  h a d  p l a y e d  

011 t h e  s c e p t i c ,  w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  q u i t e  m o o d y ,  a n d  c o u l d  110 m o r e  j o i n  in  

t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a n  f ly .  H a s s a n  K l i a n ,  t h e n ,  a s  i f  s u d d e n l y  r o u s i n g  

h i m s e l f ,  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  w a t c h - p r o p r i e t o r ,  s a y i n g ,  “ W e l l ,  I  f o r g o t  a l l  a b o u t



y o u r  w a t c h — w o u ld  y o u  b e  v e r y  v e x e d  w i t h  in c .  i f  I f a i l e d  t o  r e p r o d u c e

i r L e t  m e  s e e  w h e t h e r  H a z r a t  ( h i s  a t t e n d a n t  s p i r i t )  i s  h a n d y  a n d  c a n  

p u  t h e  p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r . ” I n  a  f e w  m i n u t e s ,  h e  a g a i n  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  g e n t l e 

m a n  a n d  s a id  t h a t  t h e  w a t c h  h a d  b e e n  r e s t o r e d ,  a n d  w o u l d  b e  f o u n d  o n  

i e  s i d e  t a b l e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  r o o m s  w h i c h  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  

w a t c h  w a s  f o u n d  in  t h e  p l a c e  i n d i c a t e d ,  w h o l e  a n d  e n t i r e ,  a n d  i n  p e r f e c t  

w o r k i n g  o r d e r ,  t o  t h e  g r e a t  j o y  a n d  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  o w n e r ,  t o  w h o m  i t  w a s  

m a d e  o v e r  w i t h  m a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n .

1 a m  w e l l  a w a r e  t h a t  s i m i l a r  w a t c h - t r i c k s  f o r m  t h e  s ta p le  o f  a  

c o n j u r o r  s  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  b u t  1 a m  s u r e  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  t e s t  c o n d i t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  w a t c h  n e v e r  p a s s e d  i n t o  H a s s a n  K h a n ’s  h a n d s — n o  n u m b e r  

o f  M a s k e l y n e s  o r  H o u d i n s  c o u ld  r i v a l  t h e  b r i l l i a n c y  o f  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n .

H a d  t h e  i d e a  s t r u c k  m e  e a r l i e r  o f  r e d e e m i n g  m y  p r o m i s e  o f  y e a r s  

a g o ,  I  m i g h t  h a v e ,  in  t h i s  p a p e r ,  g i v e n  a  f e w  m o r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  m y  p e r 

s o n a  e x p e r i e n c e  ; b u t  n o t  t o  d e l a y  i t s  d e s p a t c h ,  s o  a s  t o  b e  in  t i m e  

t o r  t h e  A p r i l  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  j o u r n a l ,  I  a m  c o m p e l l e d  t o  s t o p  h e r e .  I  h o p e  
t o  c o n t i n u e  m y  n a r r a t i v e  in  a n o t h e r  n u m b e r .

I I .

T h e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  a b o v e  p h e n o m e n o n  w a s  p r o d u c e d  w a s  d i s -  

c u s s e d  w i t h  g r e a t  v e h e m e n c e ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  g u e s t s ,  a  l a d y ,  w h o  w a s  a n  

o i t h o d o x  r e l i g i o n i s t ,  p r o n o u n c e d  i t  t o  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  d i a b o l i c a l  a g e n c y ,

i o  p r o v e  h e r  p o i n t ,  s h e  c h a l l e n g e d  H a s s a n  K h a n  t o  g i v e  a n o t h e r  e x h i 

b i t i o n  ; s h e  w a s  s u r e  h e  c o u ld  n e v e r  s u c c e e d ,  a s  s h e  w o u l d  s t o p  i t  b y  

l e r  p r a y e r s .  H a s s a n  K h a n ,  o n  b e i n g  in f o r m e d ,  l a u g h e d  m o s t  h e a r t i l y .  

H e  a g r e e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  g u e s t s ,  t o  p r o d u c e  a  s e c o n d  p h e n o 

m e n o n ,  a n d  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e  l a d y  t h a t  t h e  t e s t  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  

w a g e r .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  l a d y  h e l d  i n  h e r  h a n d  a  s u m  o f  m o n e y ,  s a y

6 r u P e e s ’ h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  c o i n  d i s a p p e a r  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  

p r a y e r s  s h e  m i g h t  u t t e r  t o  n e u t r a l i s e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  d e v i l s ,  a n d  t h a t  

i f  h e  s u c c e e d e d ,  t h e  m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  h i s ; e l s e  h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  p a y  

a n y  f o r f e i t .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  h a v i n g  b e e n  a s s e n t e d  to ,  h e  d e s i r e d  t h e  

l a d y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r u p e e s  in  a  c o r n e r  o f  h e r  h a n d k e r c h i e f ,  w h i c h  s h e  

s h o u l d  h o l d  i n  h e r  h a n d ,  w i t h  a  f ir m  g r a s p .  S h e  d i d  s o ,  a n d  k e p t  

m u t t e r i n g  p r a y e r s  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  H a s s a n  K h a n  w o u l d  n o w  a n d  a g a i n  

a u g  i n g  y  e n q u i r e  w h e t h e r  s h e  w a s  s u r e  t h e  m o n e y  w a s  i n  h e r  h a n d ,  

a n d  r e q u e s t  h e r  t o  t i g h t e n  h e r  h o l d  t o  p r e v e n t  i t  b e i n g  s l i p p e d  a w a y  

i t  b e i n g  l u n c h  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  t a b l e  l a i d  in  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m  a d j o in in g , '  

a s s a n  K h a n  p e r c e i v e d  s o m e  c a k e s  i n  a  p l a t e ,  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  o n e .  H e

o o  tJ le  c a k e  a n d ,  b r e a k i n g  i t  u p  i n  h i s  h a n d ,  t o l d  t h e  g u e s t s  t h a t  h e  

w a s  g o i n g  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  i t  fo r  t h e  m o n e y  in  t h e  l a d y ’s  h a n d .  H e  d e s i r e d  

t h e  l a d y  t o  k e e p  a  t i g h t  h o ld  a n d  r e - d o u b l e  h e r  p r a y e r s ,  a s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

t i m e  w a s  a t  h a n d ,  a n d  H a z r a t  w a s  a b o u t  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c o i n  o n  

h i s  b e h a l f .  T h e  l a d y  d id  h o l d  o n  m o s t  v i g o r o u s l y  w i t h  b o t h  h a n d s  a n d  

p r a y e d  h a r d  t h e  w h i l e ,  w h e n  H a s s a n  K h a n  t o u c h e d  h e r  h a n d ,  a n d  

c a l l i n g  o u t  o n e ,  t w o ,  t h r e e ,  a s k e d  h e r  t o  u n d o  t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f .  A s  t h e  

h a n d k e r c h i e f  w a s  b e i n g  u n f o l d e d ,  i t  w a s  c l e a r l y  p e r c e p t i b l e  t h a t  t h e

b u t t e r  f r o m  t h e  c a k e  h a d  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o l d s  ; a n d  t h e  k n o t  w i t h  

w h i c h  t h e  r u p e e s  h a d  b e e n  f a s t e n e d  h a v i n g  b e e n  o p e n e d ,  i t  w a s  f o u n d  

t h a t  t h e  c o in ,  w h i c h  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  h a d  in d e e d  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  

c a k e .  T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  c a u s e d  n o  l i t t l e  a m a z e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  s p e c t a 

t o r s ,  t o  t h e  u t t e r  d i s c o m f i t u r e  o f  t h e  l a d y  o n  w h o s e  c o u n t e n a n c e  w a s  

p o u r t r a y e d . h e r  b e w i l d e r m e n t  a t  t h e  in e f f i c a c y  o f  h e r  p r a y e r  a n d  w i t l i  

i t  t h e  c o m p l e t e  f a i l u r e  o f  h e r  s a t a n i c  t h e o r y .

I I I .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  p h e n o m e n o n  p r o d u c e d  t l i e  s a m e  d a y .  

H a s s a n  K h a n  a s k e d  m e  “  H a v e  y o u  a h a n d k e r c h i e f  t h a t  y o u  c o u ld  

e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s e  ? ”  O n  m y  a n s w e r i n g  in  t h e  a f f i r m a t iv e ,  a n d  a t  t h e  

s a m e  t i m e  s h o w i n g  m y  h a n d k e r c h i e f ,  h e  s a id  : “  T o  m a k e  d o u b l y  s u r e  

o f  i t s  i d e n t i t y ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  s o m e t h i n g  o n  i t ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  n o  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m i s t a k e  a s  t o  y o u r  h a n d - w r i t i n g . ”  I  t h e r e u p o n  w r o t e  

t h e r e o n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  a l l  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s .  H e  n e x t  a s k e d  ra e  t o  o r d e r  

a  l i g h t e d  c a n d l e  t o  b e  b r o u g h t .  T h i s  d o n e ,  h e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  1 s h o u ld  

h o l d  t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s t i c k  o v e r  t h e  f la m e  o f  t h e  c a n d le .  

I  d i d  s o ,  a n d  a l l  p r e s e n t  s a w  t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f  r e d u c e d  t o  a s h e s .  I t  

m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  u p  t o  t h i s  H a s s a n  K h a n  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  

t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f ,  n o r  d i d  h e  e v e n  t o u c h  i t .  T h e  a s h e s  o f  t h e  h a n d k e r 

c h i e f  w e r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  m i x e d  b y  H a s s a n  K h a n  i n  a  g l a s s  o f  w a t e r ,  a n d  

t h e  m i x t u r e  t h r o w n  a w a y .

C o n v e r s a t i o n  t h e n  g r e w  g e n e r a l  : t h e  g u e s t s  w e r e  a l l  a n x i o u s  a s  

t o  t h e  i s s u e .  A f t e r  a b o u t  t e n  m i n u t e s  o r  s o , H a s s a n  K h a n  r e m a r k e d  

a l o u d  t h a t  H a z r a t  w a s  w e a v i n g  t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f  w h i c h  w o u ld  b e  r e a d y  

s h o r t l y .  I n d e e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  l a p s e  o f  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  m o r e ,  H a s s a n  K h a n  

d e s i r e d  t h e  h a t  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  v i s i t o r s  w h i c h  l a y  o n  a  c h a i r  t o  b e  l i f t e d ,  

a n d ,  b e h o l d ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  h a n d k e r c h i e f  in  t h e  s a m e  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  w i t h  

t h e  i d e n t i c a l  w r i t i n g  u p o n  i t ! T h e  i n c r e d u l i t y  a n d  w o n d e r m e n t  o f  t h e  

w i t n e s s e s  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  m a y  w e l l  b e  i m a g i n e d  a t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  

o f  a n  a r t i c l e  t h a t  h a d  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d .

C . P .  H ogan, F . T . S .
(To be Continued.)

KARATOYA.

T
H E  w o r d  Karatoya i s  a  c o m p o u n d  w o r d .  T h e  t w o  w o r d s — har ( h a n d )  

a n d  toya ( w a t e r ) ,  c o m p o u n d e d  i n t o  o n e ,  m e a n  t h e r e f o r e  ‘ w a t e r  o f  t h e  

h a n d . ’ T h i s  n a t u r a l l y  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n : W a t e r  o f  w h o s e  h a n d  ? 

W a t e r  o f  S h i v a ’s  h a n d .  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  a  s t o r y  i s  c u r r e n t  t o  t h e  

e f f e c t  t h a t  i n  g i v i n g  a w a y  h i s  f a i r  t h r e e - e y e d  d a u g h t e r ,  P a r v a t i ,  i n  m a r 

r i a g e  t o  S h i v a ,  t h e  w a t e r  p o u r e d  in  t h e  s c o o p  o f  t h e  p a l m  o f  h i s  h a n d  b y  

t h e L o r d  o f  M o u n t a i n s — H i m a l a y a ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  m a r r i a g e  c e r e 

m o n y  i n  v o g u e ,  o o z e d  d o w n  a n d  f e l l  in  d r o p s  o n  t h e  e a r t h .  I t  w e l l e d  

a n d  o v e r f l o w e d  i t s  b a n k ,  a n d ,  a t  l a s t ,  g r e w ' in t o  a  r i v e r ,  w h i c h  i s  s u p p o s e d  

to  b e  t h e  q u o n d a m  B r a h m a p u t r a .  H e n c e  i t  i s  a  s a c r e d  l i v e r  l i k e  t h e  

G a n g e s ,  t h e  J u m n a ,  t h e  N e r b u d d a ,  t h e  K r i s h n a ,  t h e  C a u v e r y ,  a n d  t h e  

G o d a v e i y ; w i t h  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  r i v e r s  a r e  t o o  w e l l



k n o w n ,  w h i l e  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  i s  k n o w n  o f  t l i e  K a r a t o y a .  N o r  i s  i t  s o  

m u c h  v i s i t e d  a.s t h e  o t h e r s  a r e .  T h e  o n l y  p i l g r i m s  t h a t  e n a b l e  t h e m 

s e l v e s  t o  a t t e n d  i t s  a n n u a l  f e s t i v a l  a r e  t h o s e  c h i e f l y  h a i l i n g  f r o m  E a s t  

e n g a l .  I n  t h i s  p a p e r  I  s h a l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  t h r o w  s o m e  l i g h t  o n  i t ,  w i t h  

»  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  o u t s i d e  p u b l i c ,  s p e c i a l l y  t h e  H i n d u  p u b l i c ,  m a y  k n o w  

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  o f  a  r i v e r ,  w h ic h  i.s n o n e  t h e  l e s s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

m y t h o l o g y  t h a n  a n y  o n e  o f  t h o s e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .  I t  w a s  a t  o n e  t i m e  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  K a r a t o y a  w a s ,  b y  i t s e l f ,  a  r i v e r  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s i z e  a n d  

s a n c t i t y ,  r a n k i n g  m  t h i s  l a t t e r  r e s p e c t  w i t h  t h e  G a n g e s ,  i f  n o t  a  s t e p  

n g  e r .  n  V a n d e n  B r o u c k ’s  M a p  o f  B e n g a l ,  p u b l i s h e d  a b o u t  1 6 6 0 ,  i t  i.s 

m a r k e d  a s  s u c h  B y  p r o c e s s  o f  g r a d u a l  u p - s i l t i n g  a n d  d e t r i t i o n ,  i t  h a s  

d w a r f e d  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i z e ,  t h u s  f o r m i n g  a  c o m p o n e n t  p a r t  o f  w h a t  i s  

c a l l e d  t h e  A t t r a i  t r i b u t a r y  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  B r a h m a p u t r a ,  w i t h  w h i c h  i t  

w a ^  o n c e  i d e n t i f i e d .  I t  h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  s h a l l o w ,  s h a l l o w e r  t h a n  a n y

o  e  a  j a c e n t  i i \ e r s .  B u t  t l i e  s a n c t i t y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  t a m p e r e d  w i t h .

I t  is one of the characteristics of t h e  Hindu minds t h a t  whenever and 
wherever the question of excellence is discussed, they have given it a 
divme origin or so happily blended it with a thing divine that the 
degeneracy and distance of ages fail to extricate truth from the narra
tives. What are the biographies of the puissant geniuses of India ?
. ? J  a t  b e s t  ( a t  l e a s t  t h e  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a n e c d o t e s  a n d  
i n c i d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m )  b u t  a  t i s s u e  o f  i n c r e d i b l e  f a b l e s ,  w h i c l i  

a r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  d i v i n i t y .  I t  i s  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  s o  w i t h  

t h e  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  r i v e r s  a n d  m o u n t a i n s ,  o f  t h e i r  m u c h - b e l o v e d  

c o u n t r y .  F o r  t h e  d e l i v e r a n c e  o f  h u m a n  k i n d  a t  l a r g e ,  a n d  t h e  r o y a l  

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  K i n g  S a g a r  f r o m  t h e  b o n d a g e  o f  s in ,  B h a g i r a t h  s u c c e e d e d  

b y  a  c o u r s e  o f  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  yoga a n d  tapasya, t o  f e t c h  m o t h e r  G a n g a  ( t h e  

G a n g e s )  d o w n  f r o m  h e r  c e l e s t i a l  m a n s i o n - f r o m  t h e  s a c r e d e s t  s p o t  

a s s i g n e d  t o  h e r  o n  t h e  c r o w n  o f  t h e  h e a d  a m o n g  t h e  c l o t t e d  h a i r  o f  h e r  

s p o u s e  t h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  T r i d e n t , — a n d  p r e c e d e d  h e r  b l o w i n g  a  c o n c h  o n  

t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  B a y  o f  B e n g a l .  A  s i m i l a r  s t o r y ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  t o u c h e d  

u p o n  a b o v e ,  o b t a i n s  o f  t h e  K a r a t o y a .  B e  t l i e  o b j e c t  o f  v e n e r a t i o n  

w h a t  i t  m a y ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s  m a k e  u s  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  v e n e r a t i o n  

m  w h i c h  i t  i s  h e l d .  A n d  w h y  ? B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t  t h a t  w o u l d  a c c r u e  

t o  u s  i n  s o m e  w a y  o r  o t h e r ,  s h o u l d  w e  u n d e r t a k e  t o  v i s i t  i t .  B e s i d e s ,  

t h e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  s o l a r  s y s t e m  o n  t h e  b o d y  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  o r  

n u d e r  p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in  a  g i v e n  p e r i o d  a t  a  s p e c i f i e d  h o u r  c a n 

n o t  b e  u n d e r - r a t e d .  T h e  a b o v e  i s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  

g a i n - s a i d ,  t h o u g h  n o t  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  s t i l l  l e s s  t o  a c t  u p o n .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a c e  w o u l d  n o t ,  w i t h o u t  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  

b e  c o n v i n c e d  o f  i t .  T h i s  i s  w h y  t h e  Shdttnu  s p e a k  h i g h l y  o f  t h c  

m e d i a t e  g o o d  t h a t  l i e s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  t h e m  in  t h e  n e x t  w o r ld ,  w i t h  w h i c h  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s - m i n d e d  H i n d u s  a r e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a n  t h e  i m m e d i 

a t e  o n e ,  w h i c l i  l i e s  h id ,  in  t h e i r  a c t s  o f  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  

l a i d  d o w n .  A n d  t h i s  i s  w h y  a  d ip  i n t o  t h e  s a c r e d  w a t e r  o f  t h e  K a r a 

t o y a  w o u l d  b r i n g  o n  t h e  b a t h e r  mulcti, a n d  a n  e a s y  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  
Vuhnuloka.

T h e  K a r a t o y a  f lo w s  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  o f  B o g r a ,  i n  B e n g a l .  I t  h a s  a  m e a n d e r i n g  c o u r s e .  T h e  c h i e f  

a t t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r  i s  c e n t r e d  o n  M a h a s t a n  o n  i t s  w e s t e r n  b a n k .  I t  

i s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  p l a c e  o f  g r e a t  a n t i q u i t y .  I t  c o n t a i n s  r u i n s  o f  a n c i e n t  

H i n d u  g r a n d e u r  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  g r e a t  m o u n d  o f  e a r t h ,  i n t e r m i x e d  w i t h  

o ld  b r i c k s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  b e s i d e s ,  s h r i n e s ,  h o l y  w e l l s ,  a n d  e m b a n k m e n t s ,  

w i t h  a l l  o f  w h i c h  t h e  n a m e  o f  B h i m ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f iv e  P a n d a v .-'ts , i s  

a s s o c i a t e d .  T o  t h e  M a h o m e d a n  p u b l i c  M a h a s t a n  i s  n o t  l e s s  i n t e r 

e s t i n g ,  a s  i t  h a s  a  m o s q u e ,  w h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  in  l a t e r  t i m e s ,  

a n d  t h e  r u i n s  o f  a  M a h o m e d a n  f o r t .  D r .  H u n t e r  o p i n e s  t h a t  “ a  c o n 

s i d e r a b l e  c i t y  e x i s t e d  n e a r  M a h a s t a n . ” T h e r e  i s  h e r e  a  g r a n d  f a i r  h e ld  

e v e r y  y e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o ld  s e a s o n .  O f  t h i s  p la c e ,  a n d  o f  t h e  r o u t e  t h e  

p i l g r i m s  f r o m  C a l c u t t a  w o u l d  t a k e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  i s  g i v e n ,  w i t h  

w h i c l i  I  c o n c lu d e  t h i s  p a p e r  :—

I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w a t e r e d  b y  t h e  G a n g e s ,  t h e  

M a li  a n a n d a  a n d  t h e  K a r a t o y a  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  b o u n d e d  b y  K a m r u p  

o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  i s  B a r e n d r a ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s i d e n c e  o f  a  c la s s  

o f  B e n g a l  B r a h m i n s  c a l l e d  B a r e n d r a ,  b e a r i n g  a s  t h e y  d o , t l i e  p a t r o n y 

m i c s  M o i t r a ,  S a n y a l .  L a l i i r i ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  I n  i t ,  M a h a s t a n  i s  t h e  p r i n c i 

p a l  a n d  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  p l a c e .  I t  i s  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  e x i l e  B h i m  

p a s s e d  s o m e  t i m e  h e r e ,  a s  m o s t  o f  t h e  r u i n s  a l l u d e d  t o  a b o v e  a r e  

s t i l l  k n o w n  b y  h i s  n a m e .  Matsyadesh, i n  w h i c h  t h e  H e r c u l e s  o f  

t h e  P a n d a b  B r o t h e r s  h a d  r e s id e d ,  w a s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  o r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  o f  B o g r a .  A f t e r  h i m ,  t w e l v e  k i n g s  o f  t h e  P a l  d y n a s t y  m i g r a t e d  

h e r e .  W h i l e  o u t  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s a c r e d  p l a c e s ,  P a r a s l m r a m ,  w h o  i s  a c c r e 

d i t e d  o r  r a t h e r  c u r s e d  a s  t h e  e x t e r m i n a t o r  o f  t h e  K s h a t r i y a  c a s t e ,  t o o k  

a  f a n c y  t o  M a h a s t a n .  H e  s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h u s  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  

o f  h i s  m i g h t y  a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h y .  A  f a k i r ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  S u l t a n  H a z -  

r a t  A n y l i a ,  b e g g e d  o f  h i m  a s  m u c h  l a n d  a s  a  l e a t h e r n  s e a t  w o u ld  c o v e r ,  

t o  p r a y  o n .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h e  a r e a  o f  i t  w e n t  o n  e x t e n d i n g  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  

t i l l  i t  g r e w  i n t o  d i m e n s i o n s ,  w h i c h ,  b e c o m i n g  a  m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  

t o  t h e  p o w e r f u l  H i n d u  p o t e n t a t e ,  w a s  n o t  g r a n t e d .  N o r  w a s  t h i s  a l l .  

S h o r n  o f  t h e  f i g u r a t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n — t h e  m a t t e r  s t a n d s  t h u s :— P r a y 

e r  e x e r c i s e d  s o  g r e a t  a n  i n f lu e n c e  e v e n  o n  t h e  K a f i r  K i n g ,  t h a t  h e  

w a s  n o t  o n l y  m i g h t i l y  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  u n w e l c o m e  m e n d i c a n t  i n t r u d 

e r ,  b u t  t r i e d  h i s  b e s t  t o  t u r n  h im  o u t .  T h e  f a k i r ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a 

r y ,  p r o s p e r e d  a n d  g r e w  i n  p o w e r s ,  A  b a t t l e  b e c a m e  i n e v i t a b l e ,  

a n d  f i g h t  t h e y  d id .  T h e  K i n g  h a d  h i s  a r m y ; t h e  f a k i r ,  h i s  n u m b e r  

o f  chelas ( f o l l o w e r s ) .  P a r a s h u r a m ,  w h o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s o m e  w a s  i m m o r 

t a l ,  w a s  d e f e a t e d  a n d  k i l l e d .  H e  h a d  a  g o o d - n a t u r e d  d a u g h t e r  o f  

p r e p o s s e s s i n g  a p p e a r a n c e  b y  n a m e  S h i l a d e b i .  T h e  M a h o m e d a n  c o n q u e r 

o r  a s k e d  h e r  f o r  h e r  h a n d .  T h i s  s h e  r e f u s e d .  S h e  k i l l e d  h i m  b y  

p l u n g i n g  a  d a g g e r  i n t o  h i s  h e a r t  a n d  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  h e r  o w n  l i f e  to o ,  

b y  t h r o w i n g  h e r s e l f  in t o  t h e  K a r a t o y a .  T h i s  s t o r y  f u r n i s h e s  b u t  a n  a d 

d i t i o n a l  p r o o f  t h a t  b e a t i t u d e  i s  o n l y  d e r i v a b l e  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  a  

liouri, w h e r e a s  t h e  i d e a  o f  c h a s t i t y  in  a  H i n d u  l a d y  r i s e s  s u p e r io r  t o  a l l
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THE STORY OF SIKHIDWAJA.
(Continued from p. 3 5 9 )

T H ^ : gr f^ . “ id d ^ ‘ T h r o u g h ” y  “ « « « » «  I  e n q u i r e d  i n t o  t h e  

n o t  “  I , ”  n e i t h e r  i s  t h i s  b o d y  ™  Z ' o  “  *  *

p l a t i n g  M a n a s ,  n o r  B u d d h i ,  n o r  t h e  i n j u r i o u s  “ " k ™ *

% o i s n , ’ H e r e  K u m b a - M u n i  i n t e r p o s e d  a n d  a s k e d  h ^ T f  
w e i e  n o t  a l l  t h e s e ,  w h a t  e l s e  w a s  i t  P ’

T o  w h i c h  t h e  K in o *  t h u s  r e D lip d  • 4 T o  c
s t a i n l e s s  A b s o l u t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i c h  1 ?  ° f  t h a t

p r e s e r v e s  a n d  d e s t r o y s  i t .  I  c a n n o t  f i n d ' ^ T V d  e v e r y t h i n S ’ 

w h i c h  i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  G n ltn a  7 w \  Z \  T ®  *  ^  ^

m e a n s  w h i c l i  r e m o v e s  A ' h a n k a r a  t h e  s e e d  o f  the l T  * °  ^  ^

• n in d  m i s g i v e s  m e  w h e n  I  f in d  t h a t  a C u ^ C T " ’*  T *  ^  
m u c h  I  t h r u s t  i t  a s i d e . ’ g  n le  h o « s o e v e r

K u m b a - M u n i  s a i d :— 1 O h  K im ?  n n  
S » r c h  within to 6nd out lhe c„„ *  ™  ^  “ » « » » «  - ‘ W a  caMe.

}°n , and tell m« what oocpr. inyotii-m ind .^  ‘ ''n ' pl'“ “ l b“,ore

(knowledge). ^How d o t, BodhT ’“am tal ia Bodlia

' r " T " m”  1 d™>'
t h e s e  v i s i b l e s  ? ’ v  t , l e n  a n > T t o  a v o id

K u m b a - M u n i  s a i d : — ‘ I f  Vo u  t o l l
s h a l l  t h e n  t h r o w  lig - h t  U p OU ;t > t  c a u s o  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  I

.•» * *  * ? c £ ; s s £  . t r n s  t t s n s a s : : :

k n o w l e d g e  c a n  a r i s e .  T h e n  t h e  s e e d  o f  M a n a s ,  viz., A h a n k a r i c  id e a t i o n ,  
w i l l  c o n s e q u e n t l y  b e  a b s o r b e d . '

K u m b a - M u n i  q u e s t i o n e d  h i m  t h u s  ‘ I f  t h e  b o d y ,  a n d  o t h e r  o b 

j e c t s  o f  s e n s e ,  d o  r e a l l y  e x i s t ,  t h e n  k n o w l e d g e  e x i s t s  ; b u t  a s  t h e  b o d i e s ,  

&c. d o  n o t  r e a l l y  e x i s t ,  w h a t  t h e n  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  ? ’

T h e  K i n g ,  i n  r e p l y ,  s a i d  ‘ B u t  t e l l  m e  f ir s t ,  A ' c h a r y a ,  h o w  t h i s  

v i s i b l e  b o d y ,  w h i c h  p a l p a b l y  e n j o y s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a l l  k a r m a s  p e r f o r m e d  

b y  t h e  h a n d s  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n s ,  c a n  b e  n o n - e x i s t e n t  ? ’

K u m b a - M u n i  a n s w e r e d  ‘ A s  t h i s  b o d y ,  a r i s i n g  t h r o u g h  k a r m a s ,  

i s  n o t  i t s e l f  t h e  C a u s e ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  i t s e l f  n o n 

e x i s t e n t .  T h a t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i s  i t s e l f  i l l u s o r y .  H e n c e  A ' h a n k a r a  a n d  

o t h e r  e f f e c t s  w h i c h  a r i s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  d e l u s i o n  ( o f  k n o w l e d g e ) ,  

a r e  a l s o  n o n - e x i s t e n t .  H e n c e  a l s o  a l l  o b j e c t s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  c a u s e  a r e  i l l u s o r y ,  l i k e  t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a  s e r p e n t  iu  a  r o p e .

T h e n  t h e  K i n g  a s k e d  :— ‘ T h e r e  w e r e  t h e  m a n y  c r e a t i o n s  o f  B r a h m a  

w h o  i s  t h e  p r i m e v a l  o n e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  H o w  t h e n  c a n  you s a y  t h a i  

B r a h m a  i s  n o t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e  ? ’

K u m b a - M u n i  r e p l i e d ‘ P r i o r  t o  ( e v e r y  f r e s h )  c r e a t i o n  P a r a b r a h m  

a l o n e  s h i n e s  a s  S a t ,  w l i i c h  i s  t h e  n o n - d u a l  a n d  t h e  q u i e s c e n t .  A s  T h a t  

a l o n e  is w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  B r a h m a  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  C a u s e . ’

T h e  K i n g  a s k e d  ‘ T h e n  i s  n o t  P a r a b r a h m  t h e  c a u s e  o f  B r a h m a  ? ’

A n d  K u m b a - M u n i  r e p l i e d  ‘ P a r a b r a h m  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  e m a n c i p a -  

t i o n  i t s e l f ,  t h e  i m p e r i s h a b l e ,  t h e  im m e a s u r a b le ,  t h e  q u i e s c e n t ,  t h e  i m m a 

c u l a t e ,  t h e  b i r t h l e s s  a n d  d e a t h l e s s ,  w i t h o u t  p a in ,  w i t h o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  

h a v i n g  n o  p e r io d ,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g l e s s  a n d  e n d l e s s ,  w i t h o u t  e x is t e n c e ^  

t h e  n o n - d u a l  a n d  t h e  i n e f f a b l e  O n e  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h o u g h t !  

H o w  c a n  P a r a b r a h m  w h i c h  i s  u n t h i n k a b l e  b e  t h e  C a u s e  ? H o w  

c a n  i t  b e  t h e  a c t o r  o r  e n j o y e r  ? T h e r e f o r e  t h i s  u n i v e r s e  i s  n o t  

in  t h e  l e a s t  c r e a t e d  b y  a n y  o n e ,  n o r  i s  i t  s e l f - c r e a t e d .  T h e  S u 

p r e m e  S a n k a l p a  o f  t h a t  A b s o l u t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  B r a h m a .  ’ N o u g h t  

e l s e  i s  b u t  t h e  o n e  t r u e  G n a n a .  A l l  t h e  c r e a t e d  o b j e c t s  o u t  o f  t h a t  

G n a n a  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  n o  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h a t  G n a n a .  A l l  

h e r e  a r e  B r a h m  i t s e l f  d e v o i d  o f  r e - b i r t h s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n e i t h e r  a n  

a c t o r  n o r  e n j o y e r .  H a v i n g  t h u s  c o n v i n c e d  y o u r s e l f  o f  t h e  o n e  R e a l i t y ,  

i f  y o u  d e s t r o y  t h e  A g n a n a  ( i g n o r a n c e )  w i t h i n  y o u r  h e a r t ,  t h e n  i t  w i l l  

c e a s e  t o  h a v e  a n y  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  T h r o u g h  n o  o t h e r  p a t h  t h a n  t h e  d e s 

t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e x c e s s i v e  K a r m a s  c a n  t h e  d e l u s i o n ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e c o m e  

i n  u s  a  c e r t a i n t y ,  v a n i s h .  I f  t h e  A g n a n a  i n  u s  f a d e s  a w a y  g r a d u a l l y ,  

t h e n  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  u n iv e r s e  w i l l  d i m i .  

n i s h  a n d  t h e  B r a h m i c  s t a t e  w i l l  b e  a t t a i n e d .  S u c h  a  m in d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  G n a n a ,  viz., t h e  p r i m e v a l  g o d ,  P a r a m a t m a ,  i n t o  

w h i c h  i t  i s  a b s o r b e d ,  w i l l  e v e r  b e  e v o l v i n g  f r e s h  c r e a t i o n s  ( t h r o u g h  i t s  

S a n k a l p a ) .  T h a t  w h i c h  i s  n a m e d  B r a h m a  t h r o u g h  A ' t m a t a t v a  i s  

n o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  q u i e s c e n t  ( o r  p a s s i v e )  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  u n i v e r s e . ’

H e r e  t h e  k i n g  s a i d  : ‘ A l l  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t a u g h t  m e  i s  q u i t e  r e a s o n 

a b l e .  A s  p r i o r  t o  c r e a t i o n  t h e r e  i s u o  c r e a t o r ,  t h e r e  is r e a l l y  u o  U n i v e r s e .

(i



H e n c e  t h e r e  r e a l l y  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  t l i e  ( o b j e c t i v e )  v i s i o n  o f  a l l  t h i n g s .  

T h r o u g h  y o n r  c le a r  e l u c i d a t i o n  I  h a v e  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  h a r e  b c c o m e  

o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m y  a u s p i c i o u s  S e l f .  H e n c e ,  I  d o . n o t  c o g n i z e  a l l  e x t e r n a l  

o b j e c t s  a s  r e a l l y  e x i s t e n t .  I  h a v e  w o r s h i p p e d  m y  ( r e a l )  S e l f .  T h r o u g h  

t h e  k n o w l e d g e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  m a n y  s u b s t a n c e s ,  I  h a r e  

c o m e  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e m  t o  b e  u n r e a l .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  G n a n a ,  I  h a v e  b e c o m e  

t h e  q u ie s c e n t  w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t  a n d  t h e  p l e n u m  l i k e  t .h e  A ' k a s a ’ . 

T h e n  K u m b a - M n n i ,  a b l e  t o  c o n f e r  A ' t m a  ( S e l f )  u p o n  t h e  k i n g  [ c a u s e  

h im  t o  c o g n i s e  i t ) ,  s a id  :— ‘ T h e  t r u e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o f  s p a c e ,  t i m e ,  t h e  

s p a c i o u s  q u a r t e r s ,  m e n t a l  a c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  r e s t ,  i s  o n l y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

U n i v e r s e  in  i t s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a s p e c t s .  T h o u g h  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  h a v e  

b e e n  e x i s t i n g  i n  y o u  f r o m  a  r e m o t e  p a s t-, y e t  t h e y  w i l l  p e r i s h  [ i n  y o u ]  i n  

a  s h o r t  t i m e .  T h e  q u i e s c e n t  a n d  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  B r a h m  w i l l  a l o n e  b e  [ a s  

y o u  w i l l  p r e s e n t l y  c o g n i z e ] . ’

I n s t a n t a n e o u s l y ,  t l i e  k i n g  a t t a i n e d  G n a n a ,  a n d  s h o n e  w i t h  i t .  T h u s  

w a s  h e  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  t h e  f o l d  o f  d i r e  M ay;',. T h e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a c e  

o f  t h e  M u n i ,  w h o  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  d i s p e l  t h e  d e l u s i o n  f r o m  h i s  m i n d ,  h e  

w a s  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  B r a h m i c  s t a t e .  B e i n g  rf r e e d  f r o m  t h e  a c 

t i o n s  o f  h i s  m in d ,  s i g h t  a n d  s p e e c h ,  h e ,  in  o n e  m o m e n t ,  b e c a m e  t h e  

p l e n u m  i n  B r a h m i c  s t a t e .  A f t e r  h e  h a d  b e e n  f o r  t w o  g h a t i k a s  [ 4 8  

m i n u t e s ]  in  t h a t  s t a t e  o f  N i d i t h y a s a n a  [ m e d i t a t i o n ] ,  h e  a w a k e n e d ,  

a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  M u n i  s a i d  ‘ H a v e  y o u  e n j o y e d  t o  t h e  f u l l ,  f r e e  f r o m  

a l l  p a i n s ,  t h e  E l y s i a n  b l i s s  o f  B r a h m i c  s e a t ,  w h i c h  i s  e v e r  t h e  b e n e 

f i c e n t ,  t h e  s t a i n l e s s ,  t h e  p u r e ,  t h e  s o f t ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  a l l  N i r v a k a l p a s  [ n o n 

f a n c i e s ]  a n d  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  a l l  w e a l t h .  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  i l l u m i n e d  w i t h  

A ' t m a g n a n a  ? H a v e  y o u  b e e n  f r e e d  f r o m  a l l  d e l u s i o n s  ? H a v e  y o u  k n o w n  

t h a t  f i t  t o  b e  k n o w n  ? H a v e  y o u  s e e n  t h a t  f i t  t o  b e  s e e n  ? ’

T o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  K i n g  m a d e  r e p l y :— 1 O h  L o r d ,  t h r o u g h  y o u r  

g r a c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o g n i z e  t h a t  s e a t  o f  B r a h m  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  

a f t e r  a l l  e l s e  i s  o v e r ,  w h i c h  c o n f e r s  t h e  d i v i n e  w e a l t h  o f  b l i s s ,  a n d  w h i c h  

i s  t h e  g r a n d e s t  a n d  t h e  m o s t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  o f  a l l .  O h ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  u n a t t a i n a b l e  h e a v e n l y  n e c t a r  o f  g r e a t  

b l i s s ,  a n d  m o v e  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  t h o s e  g r e a t  s o u l s  o f  p o w e r f u l  B r a h m a -  

g n a n a  t h r o u g h  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  y o u r  g r a c e .  H o w  w a s  

i t  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e ,  y o u r  h u m b l e  s e r v a n t ,  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  i m m e a s u r a b l e  
s u p r e m e  n e c t a r  b e f o r e  ? ’

K u m b a - M u n i  s a id  :— ‘ I t  i s  o n l y  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  q u i e s c e n c e  in  t h e  m in d  

a n d a  l o a t h i n g  b i t t e r n e s s  i n  i t t o w a r d s  a l l  e n j o y m e n t s ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e p o w e r -  

f u l  I n d r y a s  ( o r g a n s )  a r e  t u r n e d  i n w a r d s  a n d  t h e  A g n a n a  o f  t h e  

m i n d  i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  n o b l e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  w i s e  g u r u  w i l l  i n f i l t r a t e  

a n d  s p r e a d  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l e  l i k e  t h e  s c a r l e t  w a t e r  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  

i m p i n g i n g  o n  a  p e r f e c t l y  wTh i t e  c l o t h .  O t h e r w i s e  s u c h  w o r d s  w i l l  d r o p  

d o w n  l i k e  t h e  i m p u r i t i e s  o f  t h e  b o d y  o r  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  a  t r e e .  T h e  m e r e  

d o u b t  a r i s i n g  i n  o n e ’s  m i n d  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  d u a l i t y  o r  n o n - d u a l i t y  i n  

t h i s  w o r l d  b e t r a y s  A g n a n a  ; t h e  r e m o v a l  c o n s t i t u t e s  G n a n a .  I t  (G n a n a )  

a l o n e  i s  o u r  h i g h e s t  g o a l .  T h r o u g h  i l l u m i n a t i o n  y o u  h a v e  a t t a i n e d

M o k s h a  ( e m a n c i p a t i o n . )  Y o u  h a v e  l e v e l l e d  d o w n  y o u r  m in d .  M a y  y o u  

b e  a lo n e  a s  t h e  g r e a t  M o u n i  *  a f t e r  h a v i n g  a c q u ir e d  D i v i n e  w e a l t h  a n d  

g i v e n  u p  a l l  t h e  s t a i n s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  T o  w l i i e l i  t h e  K i n g  q u e s t io n e d  :—  

‘ A r e  n o t  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  J i v a n m u k t a s  ( m e n  o f  e m b o d i e d  s a l v a t i o n )  p e r 

f o r m e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i n d  ? H o w  c a n  t h i n g s  g o  o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  a c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  m i n d  ? P l e a s e  in f o r m  m e  011 t h e s e  p o i n t s . ’

K u m b a - M u n i  r e p l i e d  :— ‘ T h e  m i n d  i s  n o  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Vdsanas 
g e n e r a t i n g  m a n y  r e b i r t h s .  I f  o n e  k n o w s  h i s  o w n  s e l f ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  

n o  s u c h  f e a r  o f  r e b i r t h s .  I n  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  c o g n i z e d  t h e i r  S e l f  w i t h 

o u t  a n y  o b s t a c l e s ,  t h e  p u r e  Vdsanas w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  p e r f o r m  K a r m a s  

w i l l  n o t  e n t a i l  u p o n  t h e m  r e b i r t h s .  S u c h  a  m i n d  i s  c a l l e d  S a t w i c  ; 

b u t  a  m i n d  w i t h o n t  G n a n a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t e r m e d  t h e  M a n a s .  A  m i n d  o f  

G n a n a  i s  S a t w a  i t s e l f ,  w h i l e  p e r s o n s  w i t h o u t  G n a n a  w i l l  a c t  i n  t h e  

p a t h  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e i r  m i n d s .  T h e  s t a i n l e s s  a n d  w i s e  w i l l  a l w a y s  

f o l l o w  t h e  S a t w i c  p a t h .  H a v i n g  g i v e n  u p  a l l  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  t h e  a t t a i n 

m e n t  o f  S w a r g a  ( D e v a c h a n i c  b l i s s  a n d  M o k s h a ) ,  m ay* y o u  b e c o m e  t h a t  

s e l f - l i g h t  w h i c h  s h i n e s  e q u a l l y  in  a l l .  T h i s  i s  y o u r  r e a l  n a t u r e .  W i t h 

o u t  h a n k e r i n g  a f t e r  p a l t r y  t e r r e s t r i a l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  c a u s i n g  y o u r  m in d  t o  

f l u c t u a t e  t h e r e b y ,  m a y  y o u  b e  i m m o v a b l e  a s  a  r o c k .  T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  

u o  ( l o w e r )  m i n d  d r i v e  a w a y  r e b i r t h s  t o  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e m .  

I n  t h i s  s p a c i o u s  e a r t h ,  110 p a i n s  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e m .  A  m in d  b e c o m e s  

a  p r e y  t o  f e a r  t h r o u g h  i t s  f lu c t u a t io n .  H a v i n g  c o m m i n g l e d  m o t i o n  

a n d  n o n - m o t i o n  i n t o  o n e ,  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  f l u c t u a t i o n  ( o f  m i n d ) ,  m a y  y o u  

b e  o n e  w i t h  G n a n a .*

T h e  K i n g  t h e n  s a i d : — ‘H o w  i s  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t ?  

H o w  a r e  M o t io n  a n d  n o n - M o t i o n  t o  b e  c o m m i n g l e d  i n t o  o n e  ? A n d  h o w  

a m  I  t o  r e a c h  t h a t  s t a t e  ? ’ K u m b a - M u n i  c o n t in u e d  :— ‘ L i k e  t h e  w a t e r s  

o f  a n  o c e a n ,  a l l  t h e  U n i v e r s e s  a r e  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  n o n - d u a l  C h in m a t r a  

( A b s o l u t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s . )  W h e n  t h i s  C h in m a t r a  d r a w s  u n t o  i t s e l f  i n t e l l i 

g e n c e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  a  f l u c t u a t i o n  c a u s e d ,  l i k e  t h e  w i d e  w a t e r s  m o v e d  b y  

g r e a t  w a v e s .  B u t  t h e  i g n o r a n t  w i t h o u t  t r u e  N i s h t a  ( s e l f - c o n t e m p l a t i o n )  

r e g a r d  t h e  S u p r e m e  P r i n c i p l e ,  g o i n g  b y  t h e  s e v e r a l  n a m e s  o f  S i v a  ( t h e  

a u s p i c i o u s  o n e ) ,  C h in m a t r a ,  S a t y a  ( T r u t h )  a n d  B r a h m ,  a s  t h e  u n i v e r s e  

i t s e l f .  A  s l i g h t  m o t i o n  i n  t h i s  C h i t t a  ( c o n s c i o u s n e s s )  g e n e r a t e s  t h i s  u n i 

v e r s e .  I f  t h i s  v i s i b l e  u n i v e r s e  o f  o b j e c t s  i s  t r u l y  c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  G n a n a -  

- b l i s s ,  t h e n  i t  w i l l  d ie .  B u t  w h e n  i t s  r e a l  n a t u r e  i s  n o t  p o w e r f u l l y  g r a s p e d ,  

t h e n  t h e  v i s i b l e s  a r e  s e e n  a s  r e a l ,  a s  t h e  ( m i s c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a )  s n a k e  i n  a  

r o p e .  S h o u l d  t h e  p u r e  m i n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s e l f  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  ( s t e a d y  a n d  

p u r e  a s  t h e  m o o n )  t h r o u g h  ( a  s t u d y  o f )  t h e  v i s i b l e  G m in a  S h a s t r a s ,  t h e  

a sso c ia tio n  w i t h  t h e  w i s e  a n d  a n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  p r a c t i c e  ( o f  M e d i t a t i o n ) ,  

t h e n  i n  s u c h  p e r s o n s  d e v e l o p i n g  G n a n a ,  a  d i v i n e  v i s i o n  w i l l  a r i s e ,  in  

w h i c h  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  d i r e c t  c o g n i t i o n  ( o f  t l i e  O n e  R e a l i t y ) .  T h u s  h a v e  I

* Mouni— lit : one who is silent. Construing thus literally some Yogis in In

dia preserve taciturnity of speech. The author explains this word in auother part of 

this book to mean one who is free from the longings of the world though moving in 

with them ; hence silent to the desires of the world, and not in speech.



u X e ™  ^  ^  r e k t i n g  t o  t h e  ° r i g i n  a n d  d e t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e

d i t a t e d  u n o n  W ^  W“ 8 b r o u S h t  t h e s e  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  a n d  m e -

w i l ]  a t t u n e  n i l  ^  ^ ° U ’ W l t b o u t  f a l l > a n t *  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  f r e e

s e a  ’ T 7  u ^  10118 ° f  d a i l y  H fe  * °  t h e  a ^ a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  B r a h m i c
T h is '  i s  t i p  D ° r  g °  t0 S w a ^ - l ° k a  t h e  g e m  o f  a l l  L o k a s  ( w o r l d s ) ,  

f a t h e r  N ir  H t i m «  ^ r  i t .  I f  I  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  m y

l o k a  h e  w - l l  l !  U? T . - ,  S C 6nt f r ° m  S a t ^ a lo k a  int0 D ^ - a  ( o r  S w a r )  
n e v e r  i n c u r  i ?  d l s P l e a s e d  w i t h  m e .  A  l o v i n g  d i s c i p l e  s h o u l d
d o n e  k,6 d i s p l e a s u r e  o f  h i s  S u p r e m e  A 'c h a r y a .  O h  k i n g ,  h a v i n g

S e  i n  Z n -  a l l d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  a r i s i n g  t h r o u g h  d e l u s i o n ,  m a y  y o u  
b e  m  t h e  D . v m e  „  ( o f  N i r v i k a l p a  S a m a d h i ) . ’ A n d  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s

k i n f t h t l  t L  ^  I T -  f . S a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  i n s t a n t - T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  
V  ^  m  * M a r v e l l o u s l y  s t r a n g e  i s  i t  t h a t  t h i s

!  e  T  m< m y S e I f  u n o b s e ™ d  %  ™ - a  S t a t e  l i k e  u n t o

' b l e d  m e  t o  a t ^  ^  a  t a i n ’ c ° o1’ P u r e  a n d  q u i e s c e n t .  I t  h a s  e n a -  
*lu i e s c e n c e  i n  t h e  A b s o l u t e  S a t . ’ T h e n  t h e  k i n g  e n t e r e d

w i t h  a  t r u e ”  8 a  6 ' T  l 0 ^  a n y p a J n s  ° r  f lu c t u a t io n ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  m o b i l i t y ,
^ ;  “ a  ( f e n C e )  a n d  N i r v i k a l p a  im m o v e a b l e  a s  a  s t o n e  
t t e e  o r  f o r e s t ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  d e s i r e s .

l a i  a n d t r h i I e  K T b a - M " n i  r e S U m e d  h i s  s o f t  t e n d r i l - l i k e  f o r m o f  C h u d a -

T h e r e  s h PT e y i n !  7 g  A 'k " S’ r e a c h e d  h e r  C h am b el>  “  t h e  P a l a c e ,  
w o n  t o  d o  E  h r  p r o t e c t  t h e m  a s  s L  w a s

h e  l i l  o f  K  T  ^  y e a V S - A f t e r  - “ e h ,  s h e  w e n t  a g a i n  i n

S L l d  h i m  a s  J *  40 thG  f ° r e S t  W W  hei> h u s b a l ‘d  a n db e h e l d  h i m  a s  i m m o v e a b l e  a s  a  p i l l a r  i n  N i r v i k a l p a  S a m a d h i .  T h e n

i n  o r d e r t o  a c q u a i n t  l u m  w i t h  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  s h e  m a d e  a  l e o n i n e  r o a r ,  w h i c h

C n ’ t  m " P ^  h"  trance' ^  •*» ^u p  a n d  d o w n ,  n o  i m p r e s s i o n  w a s  m a d e  o n  h i m  i n  t h e  l e a s t  in  

of hu  body felling down. Then she thought thus— ‘ It is certain ^hc

Bi-ahm*6 OhTi ^  n°"" Kurnba ,las merged into the Seat of
on hia' r t t 7  W 0 n d r 0 u s - I f ‘ c o n c e n t r a t i n g  m y  m i n d

t h e  e d  ?  H I  7 ’ f in d  a n y  r e 8 id u e  o f  S a t w a  t y p i f y i n g
t h e  s e e d  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  m  I n s  h e a r t ,  I  s h a l l  j o in  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d

s e n t  7  P f 17: 0 t h e r w i s e ,  I  s h a l l  h a v e  t o  r e n o u n c e  t h i s  m y  p r e -
s e n t  f e m a l e  f o r m ,  ( a n d  m y s e l f  a l s o )  a t t a i n  t h e  S u p r e m e  S e a t  o f  B i a h m  

s o  t h a t  I  m a y  n o t  r e n d e r  m y s e l f  a g a i n  l i a b l e  t o  r e b i r t h s . ’ H a v i n g  c tm e  
t o  t h i s  s u r e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  s h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  hpv ?
through her ( sp ir it .., ,  to, o l „ d eye,  .  *

the K in gs heart, denoting the intelligence yet animating that body.

N .  N a r a y a n  S w a m i  I y e r .

(To be Continued .)

TRAC ES OF H. P. B.

O
N  t h e  3 r d  o f  M a r c h  1 8 9 3 ,  S .  V .  E d g e  a n d  I m e t  i n  t h e  t r a i n  b e t w e e n  

N a l h a t i  a n d  C a l c u t t a ,  M a j o r - G e n e r a l  C . M u r r a y  ( r e t i r e d ) ,  l a t e  7 0 t h  

B e n g a l  I n f a n t r y ,  n o w  C h a ir m a n  o f  t h e  M o n g h y r  M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  w h o  m e t  

H .  P .  B  i n .  1 8 5 4  o r  ’5 5 ,  a t  P u n k a b a r e e ,  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  D a r j e e l i n g  

H i l l s .  H e  w a s  t h e n  a  C a p t a i n ,  c o m m a n d i n g  t h e  S e b u n d y  S a p p e r s  a n d  

M in e r s .  S h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  T i b e t  via N e p a u l  “  t o  w r i t e  a  b o o k  ” ; 

a n d  t o  d o  i t ,  s h e  w i s h e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  R u n g i t  r i v e r .  C a p t .  M . h a d  i t  r e 

p o r t e d  t o  h i m  b y  t h e  g u a r d  t h a t  a  E u r o p e a n  l a d y  h a d  p a s s e d  t h a t  w a y ,  

s o  h e  w e n t  a f t e r  a n d  b r o u g h t  h e r  b a c k .  S h e  w a s  v e r y  a n g r y ,  b u t  i n  

v a i n .  S h e  s t o p p e d  w i t h  C a p t a i n  a n d  M r s .  M u r r a y  f o r  a b o u t  a  m o n t h  

w h e n ,  f i n d i n g  h e r  p l a n  d e f e a t e d ,  s h e  l e f t ,  a n d  C a p t .  M . h e a r d  o f  h e r  a s  f a r  

a s  D i n a j p o r e .  S h e  w a s  t h e n  a p p a r e n t l y  a b o u t  3 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e .

T h e  a b o v e  f a c t s  w e r e  s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  1 w r o t e  t h e m  o u t  i n  t h e  r a i l 

w a y  c a r r i a g e  a n d  g o t  G e n e r a l  M u r r a y  t o  a p p e n d  h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a s  f o l 

l o w s  :—

“ T h e  a b o v e  m e m o  i s  c o r r e c t -
( S i g n e d )  C  M u r r a y ,

Major General.”

I n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  H .  S .  O . a n d  S .  V .  E d g e .

I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  G e n e r a l  M u r r a y ’s  s t o r y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o n f ir m s  

H .  P .  B ’s  n a r r a t i v e  o f  o n e  o f  h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  e n t e r  T i b e t ,  w h i c h  M r .  

S i n n e t t  g i v e s  o n  P a g e  66 o f  h i s  “  I n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  M a d a m e  B l a -  

v a t s k v , ”  w h e r e  h e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i x e s  t h e  d a t e  o f  h e r  a r r i v a l  i n  I n d i a  

“  a t  q u i t e  t h e  e n d  o f  1 8 5 3 . ”  S h e  h a d  c o m e  o u t  h e r e  i n  c o m p a n y  w i t h  a n  

E n g l i s h  g e n t l e m a u ,  w h o m  s h e  h a d  m e t  in  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  a  H i n d u  

“  C h e l a / ’ w h o m  s h e  c a m e  a c r o s s  “  a t  C o p a n ,  in  M e x ic o " ’ ( C o p a n  i s  r e a l l y  

i n  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a )  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  m a k i n g  t h e  a t t e m p t  j o i n t l y .  

O w i n g  t o  s o m e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s ,  t h e  l i t t l e  p a r t y  b r o k e  u p ,  a n d  H .  P .  B .  

t r i e d  h e r  l u c k  b y  w a y  o f  N e p a u l .  H e r  p l a n  f a i l e d ,  c h i e f l y  s h e  b e l i e v e d ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  ot* t h e  B r i t i s h  R e s i d e n t  t h e n  i n  N e p a u l .  

S h e  t h e n  u  w e n t  d o w n  t o  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a ,  a n d  t h e n  o n  lo  J a v a  a n c l  

S i n g a p o r e ,  r e t u r n i n g  t h e n c e  t o  E n g l a n d . ”

T h e  B r i t i s h  r e s i d e n t  p r o b a b l y  d i d  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  i n d i r e c t l y  

w i t h  h e r  d e t e n t i o n ,  f o r  s t r i c t  o r d e r s  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  C a p t a i n  M u r r a y ,  

i n  m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d  o f  t h a t  F r o n t i e r  D i s t r i c t ,  t o  p e r m i t  n o  E u r o p e a n  

t o  c r o s s  t h e  R u n g i t ,  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  a l m o s t  s u r e  o f  b e i n g  m u r d e r e d  b y  

t h e  w i l d  t r i b e s  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .

I  g o t  t r a c e  o f  a n o t h e r  o f  h e r  T i b e t a n  a t t e m p t s  f r o m  a  H i n d u  

g e n t l e m a n  l i v i n g  a t  B a r e i l l y  ( ? )  w h i l e  o n  o n e  o f  m y  N o r t h  I n d i a n  

o f f ic i a l  t o u r s .  T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  H .  P .  B .  c a m e  t o  t h a t  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  o u r  

a r r i v a l  i n  I n d i a ,  t h i s  g e n t l e m a n  r e c o g n i z e d  h e r  a s  t h e  E u r o p e a n  l a d y ,  

w h o  h a d  b e e n  h i s  g u e s t  m a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  w h e n  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  n o r t h 

w a r d  t o  t r y  a n d  e n t e r  T i b e t  via K a s h m i r ,  T h e y  h a d  m u c h  p l e a s a n t  c h a t  

a b o u t  o l d  t i m e s .  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  t o  f r i e n d s  w h o m  I  t h i n k  w e r e  p r e s e n t  

w h e n  t h e  s t o r y  w a s  t o l d  m e ,  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e i r  r e p l i e s  i n  d u e  t i m e .  F o r



m y  p a r t ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a t  a l l  s u r p r i s e d  t o  g e t  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t h e  

e v i d e n c e  t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  a l l  h e r ,  h i t h e r t o  u n s u p p o r t e d ,  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  h e r  

v a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  “  L a n d  o f  S n o w . ”

F a m i l y  W a r n i n g s .

A l l  H .  P .  B ’s  p e r s o n a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d e v o t e d  a f f e c 

t i o n  s h e  a l w a y s  e x p r e s s e d  f o r  h e r  a u n t ,  M d m e .  N .  A : F .  o f  O d e s s a  : a n  

a t t a c h m e n t  f a r  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  a n y  s h e  e v e r  f e l t  f o r  e i t h e r  o f  h e r  a s s o c i 

a t e s  i n  t h e  T .  S .  T h e y  w i l l  h a r d l y  b e  s u r p r i s e d ,  t h e n ,  t o  r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

l e t t e r  t o  m y s e l f  f r o m  h e r  s i s t e r ,  M d m e .  d e  J e l i h o v s k y ,  r e p l y i n g  t o  m y  

i n q u i r y  a s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  r u m o u r  t h a t  t h e  s t o n e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  r i n g  

w h i c h  H .  P .  B .  h a d  g i v e n  M d m e .  N .  A .  F .  s o m e  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  h a d  m ys"  

• t e n o u s l y  c h a n g e d  i t s  c o lo u r  a t  o r  j u s t  b e f o r e  H .  P .  B ’s  d e a t h .  M d m e .  d e  
J .  w r i t e s  :—

S t .  Petersburg, U —26th January, 1 8 9 3 .

i. • ^ g a VC m y  a U llt  a  r i n S ’ l ia d  tJ li s  s t r a n g e  p r o p e r ty ,
h a t  i t  b e c a m e  q u i t e  b la c k  t w o  o r  t h r e e  w e e k s  b e fo r e  m y  s i s t e r ’s  l a s t  i l ln e s s ,  

a n d  a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h  c a m e  b a c k  to  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o lo u r .  H e r e  i s  w h a t  m y  a u n t  

w r o t e  m e  a b o u t  i t : ‘ I  h a d  a  w a r n in g ,  b u t  a t  f ir s t  I  d id  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  it .  
x o u  k n o w  t h e  r i n g  s h e  s e n t  m e  f r o m  I n d i a ?  A  p la in ,  l a r g e  r i n g  w it h  a n  

a g a t e ;  t h e  s t o n e  i s  o v a l ,  f la t , o f  a  l i g h t  y e l lo w i s h  c o lo u r ,  q u i t e  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  
a n d  w i t h  a  m in u t e  s p r i g  o f  m o s s  e m b e d d e d  in  th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  c r y s t a l .  [ I t  

w a s  a  s im p le  m o s s - a g a t e  w h ic h  s h e  b o u g h t  o u t  h e r e .  H .  S .  0  ] .  I  h a v e  
w o r n  i t  s o m e  t w e l v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  i t s  c o lo u r  n e v e r  c h a n g e d — i t  w a s  a lw a y s  

c le a r  a s  g l a s s .  B u t  s in c e  a b o u t  a  m o n t h  ( t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  w a s  4 - 1 6 t h .  

M a y  1 8 9 1 )  I p e r c e iv e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  d a r k e n in g ,  a n d  h a d  l o s t  i t s  b r i l l i a n c y .  
F i n a l l y  i t  b e c a m e  b la c k  a s  c o a l ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  s p r ig  o f  m o s s  c o u ld  110 m o r e  be  

s e e n .  I  c o u ld  n o t  im a g in e  h o w  a  q u a r t z  s t o n e  l i k e  t h i s  c o u ld  d a r k e n .  1 
w a s h e d  a n d  c le a n e d  a n d  r u b b e d  i t ,  b u t  t o  n o  e f f e c t .  T h e  s t o n e  r e m a in e d  
b la c k  u n t i l  H e l e n ’s  d e a t h ,  w h e n  i t  g r a d u a l l y  c le a r e d ,  a n d  a f t e r  s o m e  d a y s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  t r a n s p a r e n c y /  ”

I  h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  e x t r a c t s .  W h i l e  w e  w e r e  

m  N e w  Y o r k ,  H .  P .  B . p o s s e s s e d  a n d  u s e d  t o  w e a r  a  s i l v e r  R o s i c r u c i a n  

j e w e l ,  s e t  w i t h  g a r n e t s  i n  t h e  c r o s s  a n d  t h e  l e g s  o f  t h e  c o m p a s s e s ,  a n d  

w i t h  l a r g e r - s i z e d ,  w h i t e ,  c r y s t a l s  i n  t h e  a r c  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  t w o  l im b s .  

T h e  j e w e l  h a d  b e l o n g e d  t o  a n  A d e p t ,  w h o  h a d  g i v e n  i t  h e r  i n  T i b e t — I  

b e l i e v e ,  a s  a  t a l i s m a n .  T h e  w h i t e  c r y s t a l s  i n  q u e s t i o n  w e r e  i n  s u c h  

a  m y s t e r i o u s  a u r i c  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  h e r s e l f ,  t h a t  t h e y  w ^ ou ld  c h a n g e  

c o l o u r  w h e n  s h e  w a s  i l l ,  a n d  c h a n g e  b a c k  a g a i n  u p o n  h e r  r e c o v e r y .  I 

h a v e  s e e n  t h e m  t u r n  o f  a  d i r t y  b r o w n ,  a n  e m e r a l d  g r e e n ,  a n d  e v e n  b la c k .  

W h a t  w a s  s t r a n g e s t  o f  a l t  w a s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  a l l  b e c o m e  d is c o lo r 

e d  a t  a  t i m e ,  b u t  o n l y  s o m e .  U p o n  c o m i n g  t o  I n d i a ,  s h e  l a i d  t h e  j e w e l  

a w a y  m  a  b o x ,  a n d  a f t e r  w e  m o v e d  t o  M a d r a s ,  I  g o t  h e r  t o  g i v e  i t  o v e r  

i n t o  m y  p o s s e s s i o n  s o  t h a t  I  m i g h t  w a t c h  f o r  c h a n g e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  

c r y s t a l s  w e r e  t h e n  b r i g h t  g r e e n ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  d i r t y  w h i t e .  I  k e p t  

t h e  j e w e l  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  b u t  n o  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r i n g ,  I ,  f e a r i n g  i t  m i g h t  b e  

s t o l e n ,  t o o k  i t  w i t h  m e  t o  L o n d o n  i n  1 8 8 8 ,  a n d  g a v e  i t  t o  H .  P .  B .  a t  

L a n s d o w n e  R o a d *  B a b u l  a  c a n  t e s t i f y  t o  h a v i n g  p a c k e d  i t  i n  m y  b o x .  

T h e  j e w e l  r e m a i n e d  i n  H .  P .  B . ’s  p o s s e s s i o n  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h ,  a n d

w a s  s e e n  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  H e a d - q u a r t e r s  f a m i l y ,  w h o  a r e  m y  

in f o r m a n t s .  I t  h a s  n o w  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  p e r h a p s  w a s  t a k e n  in  t h e  c o n 

f u s io n  a f t e r  h e r  d e c e a s e .

B e f o r e  H .  P .  B . ’s  d e c e a s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  m y s t e r i o u s  w a r n i n g s  in  

t h c  O d e s s a  f a m i l y  m a n s i o n .  I  q u o t e  f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  a u n t ’s  l e t t e r  t o  

M d m e . d e .  J .

“  O n  E a s t e i  M o n d a y ( 1 8 9 1 ,a n d  f o r t y - o n e  d a y s  b y  o u r  C a le n d a r  b e f o r e  

H . P .  B . \ s  d e a t h — H .  S .  O .)  w e  h e a r d  in  t h e  v e r y  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  d i n i n g -  

ta b le ,  a  k n o c k  s o  l o u d  t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  w a s  s t a r t l e d .  S h e  w a s  a l i v e  t h e n  ; 

b u t  a l l  t h o s e  s u b s e q u e n t  d a y s  w e  h e a r d  s t r a n g e  s o u n d s ,  a s  o f  t h e  b r e a k 

in g  o f  g l a s s  a n d  s n a p p i n g s  a n d  b lo w s  i n  t h e  f u r n i t u r e ,  n i g h t  a n d  d a y .  

W h e n  I  r e c e i v e d  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r ’s  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h i n g s  w e r e  g o i n g  

w o r s e ,  s h e  ( H e l e n )  w^as n o  m o r e ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  h e r  d e a t h .  I  

w a s  b u s y  r e a d i n g  i t  i n  t h e  d r a w in g - r o o m  t o  m y  s i s t e r  ( M d m e .  W i t t e )  w h o ,  

a f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m y  r e a d i n g ,  s a id  “ l a m  s u r e  s h e  w i l l  r e c o v e r . ”  A t  

t h e  s a m e  m o m e n t  t h e r e  w a s  a  c r a s h  ; w e  j u m p e d  t o  o u r  f e e t  in  a f f r i g h t  

a n d  r a n  t o  lo o k  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d ,  f o r  t h e  n o is e ,  w h i c h  c a m e  f r o m  o n e  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r o o m ,  w a s  a s  i f  t h e  w a l l  h a d  c r u m b le d  i n t o  p i e c e s .  T h e n  

w e  t h o u g h t ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  d i n i n g - t a b l e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  g l a s s e s  a n d  p o r c e l a i n  

o n  i t  w e r e  s m a s h e d .  N o t  a t  a l l : a l l  w a s  i n  o r d e r  a n d  u n h a r m e d .  A f t e r  

I  r e c e i v e d  V e r a ’s  l e t t e r  a n d  y o u r  t e l e g r a m ,  a l l  n o i s e s  c e a s e d . ”

B e f o r e  t h e  f a m i l y  m e s s a g e s  h a d  r e a c h e d  O d e s s a ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  

t w o  d a y s  a f t e r  H .  P .  B ’s  d e a t h ,  t h e  a g e d  s i s t e r s ,  M d m e  N ,  A .  F .  a n d  

M d m e . W i t t e ,  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  l a r g e  d r a w Ti n g - r o o m  a s  u s u a l  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s ,  

t r y i n g  t o  r e a d  b u t  r e a l l y  t h i n k i n g  i n t e n t l y  a b o u t  t h e i r  d i s t a n t  d e a r  

N ie c e .  S u d d e n l y ,  M d m e .  W i t t e ,  g a z i n g  f i x e d l y  i n t o  t h e  s a m e  d a r k  a n d  

d i s t a n t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r o o m , w h i s p e r e d  : “  I  s e e  h e r ! T h e r e  s h e  i s  !” S h e  

d e s c r ib e d  t h e  w r a i t h  a s  c l a d  i n  w h i t e ,  a n d  w i t h  g r e a t  w h i t e  f lo w e r s  o n  

h e r  h e a d ,  e x a c t l y  a s  s h e  w a s  l a i d  o u t  i n  h e r  c o ff in . T h i s  w a s  h e r  f a r e w e l l  

to  e a r t h .

H .  S .  O .

THE HINDU THEORY OF VIBRATIONS, A S  THE PRODUCERS OF 
SOUNDS, COLORS AND FORMS *

I
 O W E  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Theosophist a n  a p o l o g y  f o r  t h e  l o n g  i n t e r v a l  

a l l o w e d  t o  p a s s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  in  q u e s t i o n .  

O w in g  t o  v a r i o u s  c a u s e s  I  c o u l d  n o t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  a r t i c l e  e a r l i e r .  I n  

t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  B r o t h e r s  S .  E .  G o p a l a  C h a r l u  a n d  R . A n a n t h a k r i s h n a  

S a s t r i  h a v i n g  l e c t u r e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  “  M a n t r a s ,  t h e i r  N a 

t u r e  a n d  U s e s ”  a n d  “  T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  M a h e s w a r a  S u t r a s , ”  r e s p e c 

t i v e l y  ; s u b j e c t s  c o g n a t e  t o  t h e  o n e  in  q u e s t i o n ,  m y  w o r k  i s  s h o r t e n e d  

b y  t h e m .

T h e  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  A r y a n  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n

*  A n  a r t i c l e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a p p e a r e d  o n  p a g e  8 8  o f  V o l .  X I I  o f  t h c

T h e o s o p h is t .



o r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  S o u n d s ,  C o lo r s  a n d  F o r m s  m a y  b e  b r i e f l y  e n u m e r a t e d  
a s  f o l l o w s :—

( 1 ) .  M a t t e r  i.s t h e  a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

(2 ) .  T h e  i d e a l  o r  a r c h e t y p a l  w o r l d  e v o lu t .e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  

o f  f o r m s  o n  t h e  a s t r a l  a n d  g r o s s  p l a n e s ,  b o t h  in  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  m a n .

(3 ) .  Paramapdda ( u l t i m a t e  s t a t e )  e v o l v e s  manas ; manas, l i g h t ; 

l i g h t ,  s o u n d *  a n d  s o u n d  m a n i f e s t s  a s  Aka,'a, akds'a a s  vdyu, vdyu a s  tejas ’ 
tejas a s  apas a n d  apas a s  prithivi, t h e  s e n s e s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  l a s t  

f o u r  t a t w a s  b e i n g  t o u c h ,  c o lo r  o r  f o r m ,  t a s t e  a n d  s m e l l .

(4 ) .  S o u n d  m a n i f e s t s  o n  f o u r  p l a n e s  : (a) p a r a  ( u l t i m a t e ) ,  p a s y a n t i  
( s e e i n g ) ,  m a d h y a m a  ( i n t e r m e d ia t e )  a n d  v a ik h a r i  ( o b j e c t i v e ) ,  w h i c h  ' c o r 

r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  f o u r  p la n e s  o f  m a t t e r  a n d  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

(<>). V i b r a t i o n ,  m o t io n ,  a c t io n ,  f o h a t ,  d a iv ip r a k r i t i  ( l i g h t  o f  t l i e  

L o g o s ) ,  i d e a t i o n ,  b r e a t h ,  p r d n a  ( l i f e ) ,  sw a ra , va k , s o u n d ,  t h o u g h t ,  w i l l ,  

r a d i a t i o n ,  m i n d ,  e n e r g y  a n d  f o r c e  a r e  id e a s  e x p r e s s i v e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  B r e a t h ,  C o s m ic  I d e a t i o n  o r  M o t io n .

(6). T h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  tatwa, ( p r i n c i p l e s ) ,  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u t e  m a n  a n d  

t h e  u n i v e r s e  a r e  t h e  m o d i f i c a t io n s  o f  swara, t h e  O n e  L i f e .

(7 ) .  Pranava i s  t h e  f o u n t a i n  o f  a l l  s o u n d s .

(8) . T h e  p l a n e s  o f  m u la p r a k r i t i  a n d  m a h a t a r e  f o r m l e s s ,  a n d  t h o s e  

o f  a h a m k d r a  ( i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ) ,  ta n m a tra s  ( s u b t l e  e l e m e n t s )  a n d  
m a h d b h u ta s  ( g r o s s  e l e m e n t s )  a r e  o f  f o r m s .

( 9 ) .  F o r m  i s  e v o l v e d  f r o m  s o u n d ,  s o u n d  f r o m  l i g h t ,  l i g h t  f r o m  

m a n a s , a n d  m a n a s  f r o m  p a ra m ,U m a , o r  u l t i m a t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

( 1 0 ) .  T h e  s e v e n  dvaranas ( p l a n e s )  o f  t h e  c o s m o s ,  a s  a l s o  t h e  c o r 

r e s p o n d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  in  m a n ,  a r e  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .

( 11) .  P a r a m a s i v a  ( t h e  u l t i m a t e  D e i t y )  i s  w h i t e ,  while t h e  s e v e n  
r a y s  t h a t  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  h i m  a r e  t h e  s e v e n  c o lo r s .

( 12). M a n  d e v e l o p e s  m  h i m s e l f  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  B r a h m a  ( f o r m a t i o n ) ,  

V i s h n u  ( p r e s e r v a t i o n )  a n d  R u d r a  ( d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  r e - c o n s t r u c t i o n )  a s  l i e  

c o n q u e r s  m a t t e r  a n d  a s s i m i l a t e s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  s p i r i t .

( 1 3 ) .  M a n  c a n n o t  e v o l v e  a n y  f o r m  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  i d e a l l y  e x i s t  i n  
t h e  n o u m e n a l  w o r ld .

( 1 4 ) .  H e  c a n  p r o j e c t  f o r m s ,  i m a g e s  o r  b o d ie s  c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  u n 
c o n s c i o u s l y  o n l y  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  o f  n a t u r e .

( 1 5 ) .  T h e  f o r m s  e v o l v e d  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e r  manas a r e  m o r e  h a r m o -  
n i o u s  t h a n  t h o s e  f r o m  t h e  l o w e r  manas, o r  kdma.

( 1 6 ) .  F o r m s  p r o j e c t e d  o n  t h e  h i g h e r  a s t r a l  p l a n e  m a y  b e  b y  w i l l  

a lo n e ,  a i d e d  o r  n o t  b y  m a n t r a s  ( s o u n d s ) ,  w h i l e  o n  t h e  l o w e r  a i d  

m u s t  b e  s o u g h t  f r o m  s o u n d s ,  i m a g e s ,  c h a r a c t e r s ,  n u m b e r s ,  f i g u r e s ,  e t c  

t h e  r a t i o n a l e  b e . n g  t h a t  t h e  w i l l  g i v e s  t h e  f o r m ,  t h e  m a n t r a  t h e  c o lo r ,’ 
a n d  t l i e  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g s  t h e  m a t t e r .

( 1 7 ) .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  iattvas w i t h  swara, f i g u r e ,  c o lo r ,  

s o u n d ,  bija ( c h a r a c t e r  o r  l e t t e r ) ,  t a s t e ,  f o r c e ,  t e n d e n c y ,  p r o p e r t y ,  p o w e r ,  

a c t i o n ,  a n d  c o s m i c  p r i n c i p l e  ( a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  t a b l e  o f  t a t w a s  g i v e n  

i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  e s s a y )  a s  a l s o  w i t h  m i n e r a l s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  

a n i m a l s ,  n u m b e r s ,  a n d  t i m e s  h a s  t o  b e  s t u d i e d  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  

V e d a s ,  A ' g a m a s ,  a n d  T a n t r a s ,  w h i c h  t r e a t  o f  t h e  i n v o c a t i o n  a n d  p r o j e c 

t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m s  o f  t h e  D e v a t a s  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  a  G u r u  ( t e a c h e r ) .  

T h e  D e i t y  i s  a  g r e a t  m a g i c i a n  w o r k i n g  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h i s  o w n  l a w s  

i n  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o f  f o r m s .  I f  w e  i d e n t i f y  o u r s e l v e s  

w i t h  h i m  a n d  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  l a w s ,  w e  a r e  e n a b le d  t o  a c q u ir e  kriydsakti 
( c r e a t i v e  p o w e r s ) ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  e x e r c i s e d  f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  m a n ,  f o i  

w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  i n t e n d e d .

( 1 8 ) ,  T h o u g h t s  a n d  w o r d s  a r e  t h i n g s .  A n  o b j e c t  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  

t h e  v i b r a t i o n  w h i c h  p r o d u c e d  i t  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  a n d  i d e n t i c a l .

( 1 9 ) .  T h e  c o g n i z e r ,  w h e t h e r  t h r o u g h  s o u n d ,  c o lo r ,  f o r m ,  t o u c h ,  

t a s t e  a n d  s m e l l ,  t h e  c o g n i t i o n  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  c o g n i z e d  a r e  i d e n t i c a l .

(2 0 ) .  T h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n m a n i f e s t e d  L o g o s  o r  S o u l  i s  b y  

v i b r a t i o n ,  d e s i g n a t e d  natana ( d a n c in g ) ,  h e n c e  t h e  D e i t y  i s  s t y l e d  N a t a -  

r a j a  ( t h e  d a n c i n g  lo r d ) ,  o r  C h id a m b a r a  ( c o n s c io u s  a k a s a ,  t h e  f i e ld  o f  

v i b r a t i o n ) .

(21) .  N o n - v i b r a t i o n  i s  a b s o l u t e  a n d  v i b r a t i o n  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  e x i s 

t e n c e .

( 2 2 ) .  “  T h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  G i t a .*  A l l  t h e s e  a r e  i n s t i n c t  w i t h  a  l i f e  

o f  t h e i r  o w n  w h i c h  c h a n g e s  t h e  v i b r a t i o n s .  V i b r a t i o n  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  i t  

a l l .  T h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  a r e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  v i b r a t i o n ,  a n d  w e  d o  

n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  a s t r a l  o r  o t h e r  p la n e s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  o u t  o f  t u n e  w i t h  . 

t h e i r  v i b r a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  w h y  w e  n o w  a n d  t h e n  d i m l y  f e e l  t h a t  o t h e r s  

a r e  p e e r i n g  a t  u s ,  o r  a s  i f  a  h o s t  o f  p e o p l e  r u s h e d  b y  u s  w i t h  g r e a t  

t h i n g s  o n  h a n d ,  n o t  s e e i n g  u s ,  a n d  w e  n o t  s e e i n g  t h e m .  I t  w a s  a n  

i n s t a n t  o f  s y n c h r o n o u s  v i b r a t i o n . ”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  R a m a l i n g a m  P i l l a y ,  a  Y o g i  o f  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a ,  t h e r e  

a r e  t e n  d e g r e e s  o f  c r e a t i v e  p o w e r s  p o s s e s s e d  b y  A d e p t s  o f  v a r io u s  

g r a d e s ,  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  s t a t e d  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  w o r k s ,  a n d  h e  a d d s  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  s u c h  siddhis ( p o w e r s )  i n f i n i t e  i n  n u m b e r .

F r o m  t h e  a b o v e  i t  m a y  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

s o u l  w h e n  d e v e l o p e d  a r e  i n f i n i t e  a n d  in n u m e r a b le .  H e  a l s o  s a y s ,  in  t h e  

w o r k  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  o f  siddhis, viz., K a r m a ,  

Y o g a ,  a n d  G n a n a .

Karma-Siddhi.— T h e y  a r e  t h e  e i g h t  siddhis s p o k e n  o f  i n  * S id d h a  a n d  

Y o g a  S a s t r a s .  A d e p t s  w h o  a c q u ir e  t h e s e  p o w e r s  c a n  l i v e  f o r  t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  S a d s i v a .  T h e y  c a n  r e v i v e  a  d e a d  p e r s o n .

Yoga-Siddhi.—A n  A d e p t  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  h a s  s i x t y - f o u r  p o w e r s .  T h e  

l i f e  p r i n c i p l e  s o  p r e d o m i n a t e s  i n  h i m  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  l i v e  a s  l o n g  a s  B r a h m a ,  

t h e  C r e a t o r .  H e  c o u ld  r e s u s c i t a t e  t h e  b o d y  o f  a  h u m a n  b e i n g  t h a t  h a s

* “ L ette rs  th a t have Helped Me” , by Jasp er Niemand, pp. 62*63,
7



d e c o m p o s e d ™ 111 t0 ° n6 h u n d r e d  a n d  e i Kh t  y e a r s > s h o u l d  i t  b e  n o t

Gnam.Siddhi.—An  A d e p t  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  c o n t r o l s  6 , 8 8 0 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

p o w e r s  m  n a t u r e .  H e  c o n q u e r s  t i m e .  H i s  b o d y  i s  s p i r i t u a l i z e d .

F r o m  t h e  a b o v e  i t  m a y  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  o f  A d e p t s  

s p o k e n  o f  a b o v e  a r e  n o t  b e i n g s  o n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h u m a n  p la n e  ; b u t  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  t o  t h e  g r a d e s  o f  D h y a n  C l io h a n  o r  D h y a n  B u d d h a  c o n -  

s c i o u s  y  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  i m p e r c e p t i b l y ,  a s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  “ E l i x i r  o f  L i f e ”  i n  “  F i v e  Y e a r s  o f  T h e o s o p h y ”

T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c l a s s  o f  s i d d h i s  c a l l e d  I n d r a j a la ,  M a h e n d r a ia la ,  

a n d  Y a k s h i m ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  a c q u i r e d  b y  o b t a i n i n g  m a s t e r y  o v e r  e l e 

m e n t a l s ,  A c .  T h e y  a r e  t r e a t e d  o f  i n  S a k t a g a m a s  a n d  A t h a r v a n a  Y e d a .  

I l l u s i v e  f o r m s  o r  p h e n o m e n a  o f  f ir e ,  a i r  a n d  w a t e r ,  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  

m i n e r a l  o b j e c t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  a r e  e x h i b i t e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  p o w e r s  

o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a l s ,  t h e  s e c r e t  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  d r u g s ,  t h e  v i b r a t i o n s  o f

m a n t r a s  a n d  o t h e r  s o u n d s ,  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  i m a g e s ,  f i g u r e s  a n d  c h a r a c  
t e r s .

T h e  e l e m e n t a l s  a n d  h i g h e r  p o w e r s  a r e  o f  t h r e e  p l a n e s — g r o s s ,  s u k 

s h m a ,  a n d  c a u s a l .  D a n a  P i s a c h a s ,  ( t r e a s u r e  e l e m e n t a l s ) ,  Y a n a  D e v a t a s  

( f o r e s t  n y m p h s ) ,  G u n g a  D e v a t a s  ( w a t e r  e l e m e n t a l s ) ,  & c ., a r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

c l a s s ,  w h i c h  a r e  e v o k e d  b y  t h e  l o w e s t  o r d e r  o f  m a g i c i a n s .  K i n n a r a s  

( m a n i k i n s ) ,  K i m p u r u s h a s  ( d i m i n u t i v e  m e n ) ,  & c ,  a r e  o f  t h e  s u b t l e  p la n e  

D v j i d a s a d i t y a s ,  Y e k a d a s a  R u d r a s ,  A s v i n i  D e v a t a s ,  A c ,  a r e  o f  t h e  c a u s a l  

p l a n e  G a y a t r i ,  S a v i t r i ,  S a r a s w a t i ,  V e n u g o p a l ,  P a r v a t i ,  L a k s h m i ,  A c ,  a r e  

a  h i g h e r  o r d e r  o f  c e l e s t i a l  p o w e r s .  A l l  t h e  a b o v e  p o w e r s ,  w h e n  e v o k e d  

m  t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  in  t h e  S ' a s t r a s ,  a p p e a r  t o  t h e  d e v o t e e  in  t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  a c t s  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  to .  E v i l  

g o d s  a r e  i n v o k e d  f o r  e v i l  p u r p o s e s ,  a n d  g o o d  o n e s  f o r  g o o d  p u r p o s e s .  T h e  

m e a n s  o f  c o n q u e r i n g  o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  s a id  p o w e r s  a r e  b y  C h a r y a ,  

K r i y a ,  Y o g a  a n d  G n a n a ,  a l r e a d y  e x p l a i n e d  i n  B r o t h e r  G o p a l a  C h a r l u ’s  

a r t i c l e  o n  “  M a n t r a s ,  t h e i r  N a t u r e  a n d  U s e s . ”  T h e  t h i r t y - t h r e e  c r o r e s  

o f  g o d s  o f  t h e  H i n d u  P a n t h e o n  b e i n g  t h e  r a y s  o f  t h e  D e i t y ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  

S u n ,  p a s s  f r o m  t h e i r  i d e a l  s t a t e  i n  M a h a k a r a n a  ( u l t i m a t e  c a u s e \  w h i c h  

i s  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t o  t h e  c a u s a l ,  s u b t l e  a n d  g r o s s  p l a n e  o f  m a n i f e s t a 

t i o n .  T h e  g r o s s  p l a n e  i s  p e o p l e d  b y  m in e r a l ,  v e g e t a b l e ,  a n i m a l  a n d  

h u m a n  k i n g d o m s ,  a n d  t h e  h i g h e r  p l a n e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d -  

m g  h i g h e r  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e s e  k i n g d o m s .  H e n c e  t h e  f o u r  p l a n e s  a r e  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  w h i c h  a c c o u n t s  f o r  m a n  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  e v o k e  
t h e  h i g h e r  p o w e r s .

I t  i s  s a i d  i n  KaivalyanavanUham, r e f e r r e d  t o  a l r e a d y  in  f o r m e r  

i s s u e s  o f  t h e  Theosophist, t h a t  a l l  t h e  f o r m s  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  

e x i s t  a s  i d e a s  o r  s e e d s  i n  M u l a p r a k r i t i ,  t h e  v e i l  o f  P a r a b r a h m  a m  • 

t h e y  s w e l l  i n  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  M a h a t  ( U n i v e r s a l  M i n d ) ,  g e r m i n a t e  o n  

t h e  p l a n e  o f  A h a n k a r a ,  e v o l u t e  i n t o  s u b t l e  a t o m s  o f  e l e m e n t s  o n  t h e  

p l a n e  o f  T a n m £ t r a s ,  a n d  b e c o m e  g r o s s  a t o m s  o f t h e  t a t v a s  o n  t h e  

p l a n e  o f  J ^ a h a b h u t a s ,  A h a n k a r a  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  M a n a s  a n d  t h e  f o u r

l o w e r  M a h a b h u t a s ,  viz., t e j a s ,  v a y u ,  a p a s ,  a n d  p r i t h i v i ,  c o r r e s p o n d  

t o  K a m a ., P r a n a ,  t h e  A s t r a l  b o d y ,  a n d  t h e  S t h u l a  S  a r i r a .  *

I t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o u r  p l a n e s  o f  s o u n d  c o r r e s p o n d  

to  t h e  f o u r  p l a n e s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  m a t t e r .

C . K otayya, F . T .  S .

IR e v t c w 6.
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Lucifer.— “ O n  t h e  W a t c h - T o w e r ’5 o p e n s  t h e  F e b r u a r y  n u m b e r  w ith  

s o m e  i n t e r e s t in g ,  c r i s p  a n d  e v e n  a m u s in g  p a r a g r a p h s ,  b y  H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s .  

O n  c e r t a i n  p o in t s  t h e y  a r e  m o s t  s a lu t a r y ,  a s  in  t h e  r e m a r k s  a n e n t  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s m  o f  M r. S t e a d ,  w h e r e  it  is  s a id  :—
If Occult and Spiritual forces arc to be devoted to answering questions about 

printing presses and Kodak plates, then tlie m aterial commercialism of this age will 

become a most hideous Frankenstein monster, for its powers will be so enormously 

increased th a t its grip will throttle  the best faculties of humanity.

T h e  a r t i c l e  b y  H .  K e l la r  o n  “ H ig h  C a s t e  I n d ia n  M a g ic ” w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  
in  t h e  North American Review, i s  a b ly  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e  w r it e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m s  
d i s p o s e d  t o  p la c e  m o r e  r e l ia n c e  o n  th e  bondfides o f  M r . K e lla r ,  t h a n  m a n y  

i n  I n d ia ,  w h o  h a v e  k n o w n  h im  o n ly  a s  a  p r o f e s s io n a l  j u g g le r .  T h e  
t e n d e n c y  o f  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  M o d e r n  S c ie n c e  i s  c a r e f u l ly  p o in t e d  o u t .  
T h e  “ W a t c h - T o w e r ” n o t e s ,  a lw a y s  in t e r e s t in g ,  a r e  p a r t ic u l a r ly  s ig n i f i c a n t  in  

t h e  p r e s e n t  c a s e .
“ N o t e s  011 t h e  G o s p e l  a c c o r d in g  t o  J o h n ”  a r e  m o s t  i n s t r u c t iv e  

r e a d in g  fo r  s t u d e n t s  o f  B ib l i c a l  M y s t ic i s m ,  a n d , a s  t h e  w r i t e r  s t a t e s ,  “ f o r m 
e d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  m e e t in g s  o f  t h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  (L o n d o n )  

in  O c to b e r  1 8 8 9 .”
“ F r ie d r ic h  F r o e b e l ,  t h e  M y s t ic ,  a n d  h i s  E d u c a t io n a l  T h e o r ie s ,” p o in t s  to  

a  p r a c t i c a l  i s s u e  in  t h e  u s e  o f  T h e o s o p h ic  id e a s  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n  

e q u a l l y  a s  fo r  t h e  d i r e c t io n  o f  m o r e  m a t u r e  f a c u l t y  in  m a n . O u r  C r e c h e  
C o m m it t e e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  th e  g r a v e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  in f a n t - e d u c a t io n  

o n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  w i l l  f in d  s o m e t h in g  to  th e  p u r p o s e  in  t h i s  a r t ic le .
G . R .  S .  M e a d  c o n c lu d e s  t h e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  h i s  u s e f u l  le c t u r e  o n  “ T h e  

V e s t u r e s  o f  t h e  S o u l .”  D r .  F r a n z  H a r tm a n n  c o n t r ib u t e s  a n  a b le  d i g e s t  o f  th e  
t e a c h in g s  o f  “ M a s t e r  E c k h a r t ,  th e  G e r m a n  M y s t ic  o f  t h e  1 4 th  C e n t u r y ,” in  
a n  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  “  T h e  F o u n d a t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n  M y s t ic i s m ,” w h ic h  g o e s  to  

t h e  r o o t  o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y  a n d , c o n c e r n in g  4 th e  S o u l  a n d  i t s  p o w e r s ,’ d e v e lo p s  
o n ly  p u r e  T h e o s o p h y .  " S c r a p s  fr o m  a  H in d u  N o t e - b o o k ” b y  B r o . K . P .  
M u k h e r j i ,  t r e a t s  o f  t h e  H in d u  R e l ig io n  a n d  i s  a s  in t e r e s t i n g  a n d  in s t r u c t iv e  

a s  a l l  fo r m e r  “ s c r a p s ” f r o m  t h e  sa m e  b o o k . D r .  H e n r y  P r a t t  c o n c lu d e s  h is  

a r t i c l e  o n  “ L i n g u i s t i c  f o l l o w i n g  D o c t r in a l  c h a n g e .” T h e  a u t h o r  g o e s  fa r  

a w a y  fr o m  h is  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  f a i l s  to  s u s t a in  t h e  l in e  o f  a r g u m e n t  in d ic a t e d  in  

h i s  o p e n in g  p a g e s .  S e v e r a l  p a g e s  o f  g r a p h ic  a n d  h i g h l y  in t e r e s t in g  m a t t e r  
a b o u t  t h e  Z u n is  o f  N e w  M e x ic o  a re  t a k e n  fr o m  th e  c o lu m n s  o f  The Illus
trated Buffalo Express a n d  t h e  San Diego Union, t o  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n t r i 
b u t e d  b y  M r . F r a n k  H a m i l t o n  C u s h in g ,  h im s e l f  a  Z u n i  b y  a d o p t io n  a n d  a

*  “ Five Years of Theosophy,” p. 195.



d w S ^ l r e B r ’’ S f i ? ' R I " w i t a  "I'O'I “ B u d d h is ,  n a n d  H i , , -  
P o r t i n g  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t o  t h e  H in d u s ,  a s  t o  m o s t  o t h e r s .  ‘ c o m -

o lVt h Z r  t h a t  i f  g ° 0 d  iS t0 b °  e ffc C te d  fr o m  « • »  a s s o c ia t io n
o f  t h e s e  tw o  g r e a t  r e l i g io u s  s y s t e m s ,  i t  w i l l  o n ly  b e  b y  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  
a n  u n d e r ly i n g  u n i t y  o f  c o n c e p t  in  b o t h .

i n  p ' Z o H ' M " S ic ^  S c a , o a n d  M a n  : a n  A n a l ° g y . ”  hy G e o . d e  C a ir o s  R ej? o , i s  

N a t u r e ”  v  ? , a " a l y s i s  o f  tL c  T h e o s o p h ic  id e a  o f  “ t h e  S e p t e n a r y  in  
a t u r e  a s  a p p l ie d  t o  t h e  m u s ic a l  g a m u t ,  a n d  w i l l  r e p a y  c a r e f u l  s t u d y .

t r a s t  a T b  B-T "  L f l" d ” t h l w  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e  c o n -
P I ' C h r i s t ia n i t y  w it h  B u d d h is m ,  “  t h e  f a i t h  o f  t h e  o p iu m - s m o k in g

O n i u m o L l ! r  h q k  ° P i" m ' m a k i,lf?  E n S l i s h ” b a s e d  u p o n  a  p a p e r  o n  t h e  
O p iu m  Q u e s t io n ,  b y  S u r g e o n - G e n e r a l  S i r  W i l l ia m  M o o r e , k . c . i . e .

t h e  h °  ^ e b l'l la r y  i s s u e  o p e n s  w i t h  s o m o  e x t r a c t s  fr o m  “ W h a t

o f  1 8 9 3  a s  t o  t Z Saif  7  V° 1CeS. a n  e*»w >rtfttion  a s  v a lu a b le  t o  T h e o s o p h i s t s  

s i e r l  n f  ?  f  ^  t h e  w o r d s  w e r e  s p o k e n .  “ T h e

* ,mam '* • * *  
o f  f o r m e r  i n s ^ r l l r 8 * °  “  ° h i l d ~ t h e  m a k in S  o f  t h e  E a r t h ”  i s  i „  c o n t in u a t io n  
s u b S  , f  ” p 0 n  c o s m o S oriy .  c o n v e y i n g  f ir s t  id e a s  u p o n  t h i s  v a s t
s u b j e c t  i n  s im p le  la n g u a g e .  T h e  “ v e r y  w i s e  m e n ” w lu ,  t e l l  o f  t h e  e a r t h

P o l e T m i J h o w T  a  h6" m r ,1SC<,l,ellCe ° f  t h ® a c c u m u ,a t i o »  o f  ic e  a t  t h e  
l l y  p Z ^ t  S h W n h 0 W  s u c h  a  “  t i p p i n g - u p ” c o u ld  b e  t h a t

“ A  R e m in is c e n c e ”  b y  “ O n e  o f  t h e  S t a f f ” d e a l s  w i t h  a  t r i f l i n g  q u e s t io n  
t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y ’s  s e a l .  T h e  w r i t e r  s a y s  “ S

a t  f h e  n  ° Ur T  1S„011^ ° f  U le  t h i l lg S  y 6 t  t0 b e  C le a re d  UP- a n d  w h ic l i  w i l l  b e

t o  t t  P  Or -  7 6 - • H C r e iS  “ m UCh C ry a n d  l i t t l e  w o o )  ”  a n d  i t  ^  d i f f ic u l t
I n n l r  t i T i  «  !  P O m t ° f  t h e  a r t i ° l e - I n  t h e  f ir s t  P a ^ g r a p h  i t  i s  m a d e  to
a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  C o l.  O l c o t t  in  h i s  “ O ld  D ia r y  L e a v e s ” d o e s  n o t

c o n c u r  w i t h  f a c t s .  T h e  s t a t e m e n t  m a d e  b y  C o l.  O lc o t t  ( s e e  D e c .  1 8 9 2  
J. neosophist) i s  a s  f o l l o w s :—

tbe Soo!et-y waB Partly designed a fter a very mystical 
a a friend of H, P. B’s liad composed for her, and it was beautifully engrav

ed for us by Mr. Tudor Horton.”

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s e a l  f r o m  w h ic h  o u r s  w a s  ta k e n  w a s  
c o m p o s e  y a  f r ie n d  o f  H .  P .  B ’s , i s  n o t  q u o t e d  n o r  a l lu d e d  t o  in  t h e  Path
r .f l t s o  m  Writei> ( W ‘ U - 0  ) h  iu  a  P ° s i t io n  t0  say  a t  le a s t
i n  J8« y , i l .  P . B . d id  n o t  k n o w  t h e  n a m e s  o r  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  A s t r o l o g i c a l  a n d  

H e b r a i c  s y m b o ls  o n  t h e  d ie ,  t h e n  in  h i s  h a n d s ,  a n d  in  w r i t i n g  t h e  s a m e  s y m 
b o l s  s h e  f o r m e d  t h e m  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ly ,  w h ic h  le d  t o  s o m e  c o n v e r s a t io n  o n  

t h e  R u s s i a n  a n d  E n g l i s h  C a le n d a r s ,  a n d  th e  f o r m a t io n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  

a lp h a b e t .  T h e  a u t h o r  c o n c lu d e s :  “ B u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f a c t s  m a y  c o m e  o u t ,  

i t  r e m a i n s  a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  T . S .  s t a n d s  o r  f a l l s  b y  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y .” T h e

T. S. win s t a n d  o r  f a l l ,  a s  e v e r y  o t h e r  s y s t e m  m u s t  f in a l ly  d o , b y  t h e  t r u t h
o r  f a l s i t y  o f  i t s  d o c tr in e ,  t h e  p u r i t y  o r  o t h e r w is e  o f  i t s  e t h i c s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  

d e v o t i o n  o f  i t s  a d v o c a t e s  t o  w h a t  o f  t r u t h ,  b e a u t y ,  a n d  u t i l i t y  m a y  b e  f o u n d  

t h e r e in .  “ P l a n e t a r y  I n f l u e n c e s ” b y  Gr. E .  W . i s  a n  a b le  a r t i c l e  o n  A s t r o l o g y ,  
b u t  d e a l i n g  m o r e  w i t h  m e t h o d s  o f  c o m p u t in g  t im e s  o f  p la n e t a r y  “ d i r e c 
t i o n s , ”  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o r  i n f lu e n c e s  t h e n c e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  “  J a r e d ” i s  

a u  e x c e e d i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y  o f  “  a n  A n g e l  t h a t  c a m e  f r o m  P a r a d i s e ” t o

save  hu m anity , finding on ly  in su ffer in g  th at power of sym p ath y  w hich alone  
cou ld  effect the end  in  view  .

“ T he E arth-C hain  of G lobes” deals w ith  th e  now fam iliar  fact of tbe  
in terp en etra tio n  of the variou s planes or s ta te s  of m atter  in th e  U n iverse , 
w h ich  is  app lied  by Bro. W m . Q. J u d ge in com m on w ith  other w riters 011 
th is  su bject, to a so lu tio n  of th e  Sep ten ary  “ E arth-C hain .

“ F a ces of fr ien d s’’ in trod u ces th e  readers of th e  Path  to Bro. E . B. 
R am bo of San  F ran cisco , an engraved  portrait b e in g  supplem ented by a 
b rief b iograph ica l sk etch  of our esteem ed  fellow -w orker in  the cause of 
T heosop hy. “ T he form ation  of C rysta ls” by  Sarah C orbett, f . t . s .,  briefly  
show s th e  d evelop m en t of th e  facet from  radial lin es of force, a c tin g  from  
th e  po in t to  the lin e  and from  th a t to th e  su perficies, as show n by Froebel, 
th e  G erm an M in era log ist.

Theosophical Siftings.—N o . 16 of Y o l. Y , conta ins “ Som e A nom alies in 
th e  B ib lica l V ie w s of th e  C o n stitu tion  of M an” by Sapere A ude, and “ R e
in carn ation s in T ib e t” from  th e  Theosophist. The form er artic le  is a usefu l 
co n tr ib u tion  by a wTell-know ii K abalist who trea ts th e  su bject from  a p h ilo 
lo g ic a l stan d p o in t, and  dev e lo p es m any an a lo g ies betwTeen  th e  H ebraic and  
la ter  W estern  con cep ts of the co n stitu tio n  of Man. N os. 17-18 of th e  sam e  
vo lum e form  a s in g le  issu e, w hich con ta in s “ S tu d ies in B uddhism ,” from  
th e  p a g es  of the Theosophist, by A . P. S in n ett.

Le Lotus Bleu.— N o. 11 opens w ith th e  usual “ T ribune T heosop h iq u e,’ 
w h ich  is  a Prasnottara, a Vahan, and a Forum com bined. T he qu estion s are 
v ery  c lea r ly  and th o ro u g h ly  answ ered. T he tra n sla tion  of “ L e tters th at have  
H elp e d  M e” is con tin u ed . “ Brotherhood,” by P h ila d eip h er is  a charm ing  
l it t le  m onograph. D r. P a sca l con tin u es h is  graphic  ser ies of ar tic les upon  
“ M an,” d ea lin g  in  th is  in stan ce  writh the K am a-R upa. “ T he K ey  to  T heo
so p h y ” is  continued . “ S tu d ies  of T heosophical D ie te t ic ” by  Dr. B onnejoy, 
is  resum ed  from  the J u ly  num ber of the previous year, and advocates v e g e 
ta r ia n ism  011 h y g ien ic  grou n d s.

Pauses.— V ol. I I , N o . 7, conta ins m uch in terestin g  read ing, am ong others  
“ P erso n a lity  and In d iv id u a lity ,” tran sla ted  from  Le Lotus Bleu by Bro. 
S . R aghavendrao, “ T he C urse of S ep a ra ten ess” by J. W . Brodie-1 lines, and  
“ D ea th  as viewred by T h eosop h y” by A lexan d er  F u ller to n . “ N otes and N e w s’* 
co n ta in s an in te re stin g  sum m ary of recent even ts in  th e  Indian  Section  T. S.

The Vahan.— V o l. II , N o . 7, answ ers a q u estion  upon the absence of 
“ n early  perfect b e in g s’* 011 th is  earth, w h ich the querent opines should  n o t  
be th e  case  if  rein carn ation  be tru e ; and i t  is asked, (w ith  perfect sincerity , 
w e presum e), “ w here are su ch  m en as S t. P aul now  ?” A  person so easily  
sa tisfied  m ust indeed  have a lim ited  v iew  of the w orld he is  in to  ask a ques
tio n  so u tter ly  d isp rop ortion ate . The E soteric  m ean in g  of th e  “ v icarious  
blood  a ton em en t” is v a r iou sly  treated  o f ; the querent J . T. C. h av in g  su c
c essfu lly  perform ed th e  “ confidence tr ic k ” by a sk in g , “ S in ce Jesu s w as an
In it ia te  w ho ta u g h t th e  m u ltitu d e  on ly  in parables and a lle g o r ie s ........, w hat
is  th e  E so ter ic  m ean ing  of th e  doctrine of “ v icar ious blood atonem ent ?” 
N o n e  of those  who un dertak e to  rep ly, save  J. W . B -I., h av in g  considered  
w h eth er  J esu s ever ta u g h t such a doctrine in  any  w ay w hatever. The  
difference  betw een  the Prana of organ ic  and inorgan ic  stru ctu res, and  
th e  d ifference betw een  se lf consciousn ess, and consciousn ess, are qu estion s  
w h ich  lead to w ell-d irected  and u sefu l answ ers. A  q u estion  011 the occu lt and  
orthodox v iew s of th e  “ m iracle ,” treated  of by H .P .B . in K ey to Theosophy, re 
c e iv e s  var ied  and carefu l answ ers, m ain ly  guard in g  th e  use of the expression



“ S c i e n t i f i c  T h e o s o p h y . ’' W h y  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a r e  “ P a n t h e i s t s  a n d  n o t  A g 
n o s t i c s  a s s u m e s  a n  i d e n t i t y  o f  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  P a n t h e is m  w h o l ly  u n j u s t i f i 
a b le ,  t h i s  m is u s e  o f  t e r m s  b e i n g  v e r y  r i g h t l y  in d ic a t e d  in  t h e  a n s w e r  b y  

H . P .  B .  A  f r a n k  e n q u ir e r  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  k n o w  a  g o o d  r e c ip e  f o r  m a k in g  P a n 
t h e i s t s ,  b y  w h ic h  l a t t e r  e x p r e s s io n  w e  a r e  a g a in  r e q u ir e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

T h e o s o p h i s t s .”  W e  n o t e  a  j u d ic io u s  s p ic e  o f  ir o n y  in  t h e  c o n c lu d i n g  w o r d s  
o f  t h e  r e p ly ,  w h ic h  s a y s : “ B e f o r e  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t  c a n  p u t  T h e o s o p h ic a l  
id e a s  c l e a r l y  a n d  p la in ly ,  t h e y  m u s t  b e  c le a r  a n d  p la in  t o  h im s e l f ,  verb sap.”

Sophia, ( Theosophic Review).— U n d e r  t h i s  n a m e , a n d  in  a  f o r m  w h ic h  

b e s p e a k s  r a p id  e v o lu t i o n ,  t h e  S p a n i s h  m o n t h ly  k n o w n  a s  Estudios Teosoficos, 
h a s  r e i n c a r n a t e d .  T h e  n a m e  i s  w r i t t e n  in  G r e e k  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e  c o v e r  is  

a d o r n e d  w i t h  a  s c e n e  fr o m  t h e  N i l e ,  e m b r a c in g  a  c o lo n n a d e  a n d  p y r a m id s ,  a n d  
a  t e m p l e  f r o m  w h ic h  s t e p s  l e a d  d o w n  t o  t h e  w a te r .  A  s p h in x  g u a r d s  t h e  

a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  s a c r e d  p la c e .  P a l m - t r e e s  a n d  lo t u s e s  a d d  t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  to  

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  w h o le  i s  t i n g e d  w it h  th e  r a y s  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n .  
O n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c o v e r  t h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  p r e t t y  t r i - c o lo u r e d  p r in t  o f  t h e  
T . S .  s e a l ,  e n s c o n c e d  in  l o t u s - f lo w e r s ,  a n d  s e t  o f f  a g a in s t  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  w h i t e  

r a y s .  T h e  p r i n t i n g  a n d  p a p e r  a r e  b o t h  e x c e l le n t .  T h e  t e x t  e x t e n d s  o v e r  

t w e n t y - f o u r  l a r g e  p a g e s  a n d  c o m p r is e s  a r t i c l e s  011 “ T h e  S e v e n  P r in c ip le s  

o f  M a n , R e in  c a r n a t io n  a n d  K a r m a ,” “ T h e  P o s t - m o r t e m  S t a t e s , ”
“ N ir v a n a ,  a n d  “ T h e o s o p h y  a n d  O c c u l t i s m .”

“ T h e  T e n  V i r t u e s  a n d  S e v e n  P e r f e c t i o n s / ’ q u o t e d  f r o m  t h c  Voice of 
the Silence, a n d  H .  P .  B  s  “ A 11 E n c h a n t e d  L i f e ” c o m p le t e s ,  w i t h  a  r e v i e w  

o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic  m o v e m e n t ,  a  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  m a g a z in e .  O u r  S p a n is h  
B r o t h e r s  d e s e r v e  g r e a t  p r a is e  f o r  t h e i r  d e v o t io n  a n d  e n t e r p r i s e .

The Irish Theosophist.— N o .  5, V o l .  I ,  c o n t in u e s  i t s  t e a c h i n g  o f  “ T h e o s o 

p h y  in  p la i n  la n g u a g e . ” S e v e r a l  o r ig in a l  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  a r t i c l e s  f i l l  t h e  
a l l - t o o - b r i e f  p a g e s  o f  t h i s  p lu c k y  l i t t l e  a d v o c a t e  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  “ T h e  H o u s e  
o f  T e a r s ”  i s  a  c h a r m in g  a l l e g o r y  b y  M r s .  M . F .  W ig h t .

The Theosophic Thinker.— T h is  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  Weekly T h e o s o p h ic a l  j o u r 
n a l  p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  o f  t h e  T . S .  in  I n d ia .  “ O n e  m u s t  s t u d y  

t o  k n o w ,  k n o w  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  u n d e r s t a n d  t o  j u d g e ” i s  t h e  m o t t o  f r o m  N a r a 
d a , w h ic h  h e a d s  t h e  c o lu m n s  o f  o u r  l a t e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e .  T h e  j o u r n a l  c o n 
s i s t s  o f  4  p a g e s  o f  w e l l - p r in t e d  m a t t e r ,  a n d  c o n t a in s  a r t i c l e s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d 

e n c e  o n  T h e o s o p h ic a l  s u b j e c t s .  T h e  j o u r n a l  s h o u ld  p r o v e  o f  in t e r e s t  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  r e a d e r ,  a n d  a s  a  v e h ic l e  f o r  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  t h o u g h t  
a n d  f o r  n e w s  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t ,  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  b e  w e lc o m e  t o  a l l  o u r  M e m b e r s  

in  I n d ia .  I h e  j o u r n a l  i s  e d i t e d  b y  T .  A .  S w a m in a t l ia  A iy e r ,  f . t . s . ,  B e l la r y  ; 
a n d  t h e  s u b s c r ip t io n  i s  R s .  2 p e r  y e a r  in  a d v a n c e .

Transactions of the Scottish Lodge T  S.—P a r t  V  c o n t a in s  “  L o d g e  N o t e s ; 

A t o m i c  W e i g h t s  a n d  t h e i r  P e r io d  L a w s ;  T h e  O c c u lt  L a w  o f  S e p t e n a r i e s / ’ 
m  a l l  1 6  p a g e s  o f  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  y e t  m o r e  s u g g e s t i v e  r e a d in g ,  'l’h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e s e  v a lu a b le  t r a n s a c t io n s  in t o  p r in t  f o r  th e  u s e  o f  
o t h e r s ,  w h o m  o n ly  d i s t a n c e  d iv i d e s  f r o m  t h e  S c o t t i s h  L o d g e ,  i s  v e r y  c o m 
m e n d a b le  a n d  m i g h t  b e  f o l lo w e d  w i t h  a d v a n t a g e  b y  a l l  o u r  a d v a n c e d  c e n t r e s  

m  E n g la n d ,  a n d  i f  t h e  s a m e  w e r e  d o n e  in  I n d ia  a ls o ,  t h e  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t  
f r o m  t h e  in t e r c h a n g e  o f  t h o u g h t  t h u s  m a d e  p o s s ib le ,  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  g r e a t .

T h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p u b l i c a t io n  i s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a  p a r a l le l i s m ,  
m o v i n g  t o  id e n t i t y ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  O c c u l t  a n d  S c i e n t i f i c  v i e w s  o f  N a t u r e  a n d  
h e r  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  t h e  O c c u lt  p o w e r  o f  n u m b e r s ,  fo r m s  t h e  g r o u n d  f o r  s u c h  
a n  a r g u m e n t .  T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  w e l l  t r e a t e d .

T h e o so p h ic a l F o r u m .— N o .  4 3  d e a ls  w i t h  f o u r  q u e s t io n s ,  t h e  f ir s t  r e l a t in g  
t o  m o r a l  o b l i g a t io n s  t o  o n e - s e l f  a s  a g a i n s t  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  s e l f i s h  c o m fo r t  o f  
t h o s e  r e l a t e d  t o  u s ,  t h e  a n s w e r  b e in g  o f  c o u r s e  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  h ig h e r  a n d  
g r e a t e r  g o o d .  T h e  m e a n s  w h e r e b y  p e r s o n a l  a p p e t i t e s ,  o r  t h e  lo w e r  v d s a n a s , 
a r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  fr o m  o n e  in c a r n a t io n  t o  o t h e r ,  r e c e iv e s  a n s w e r  t h a t  “ w h e n  
y o u  g o  t o  D e v a c h a n  y o u  le a v e  b e h in d  s u c h  o f  y o u r  b e lo n g i n g s  a s  a r e  in c o n 
g r u o u s  w i t h  t h a t  r e g io n ,  b u t  o n  y o u r  r e t u r n  t o  e a r t h  r e - a s s u m e  th e m  

a n d  u s e  t h e m  t i l l  t h e y  a r e  w o r k e d  o ff .” V e r y  l i t t l e  i s  s a id  o f  K a m a -r u p a ,  
a n d  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  o f  i t s  t h e o r e t ic a l  d e a t h  l o n g  b e f o r e  th e  E g o  r e - in c a r n a t e s .  

T h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  “ K a r m a  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  r e - in c a r n a t io n  w i l l  n e v e r  

b e  j u s t i f i e d  t i l l  t h e  v e h ic l e  w l i i c h  t r a n s m it s  p e r so n a l v d sa n a s  i s  d e te r m in e d ,  
a n d  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  h u m a n  c o n s t i t u t io n .  
A n o t h e r  in t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t io n ,  v e r y  a b ly  a n s w e r e d  b y  t h e  E d i t o r ,  i s  111 r e la t io n  

t o  t h e  d y n a m ic  p o w e r  e x e r c i s e d  b y  th e  “ a s t r a l  b o d y ” o n  m a t e r ia l  o b j e c t s .  

“ T h e  v e i l  o f  P a r a b r a h m ” r e c e iv e s  a  m e a g r e  a n d  in a d e q u a t e  t r e a t m e n t  111 
a n s w e r  t o  t h e  l a s t  q u e s t io n .

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  B r a n c h  T l W c . - N o .  3 0  o f  t l i e  A m e r ic a n  S e c t io n  i s s u e s  in  

t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  t r e a t s  o f  “ T h e o s o p h y  a s  a  R e l i g i o n "  a  p a p e r  r e a d  b e fo r e  

t h e  A r y a n  T . S .  b y  M r s . U r s u l a  N .  G e s t e f e ld ,  w h o  d e a ls  w i t l i  h e r  s u b j e c t  111
a  t h o r o u g h ly  c o m p e t e n t  m a n n e r .

A d h y a tm a  M a la .— T h e  f o u r t h  n u m b e r  o f  A d h y a t m a  M a la  b e g in s  w ith  

a n  a r t i c l e  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h e  “ W a t c l i - t o w e r ”  a r t ic le s  o f  L u c i fe r .  S o m e  o f  tb e  
p a r a g r a p h s  u n d e r  t h a t  h e a d in g  b e i n g  t r a n s la t e d  a lm o s t  w o r d  fo r  w o r d  fr o m  
t h e  s a m e  j o u r n a l .  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  a  fa v o u r a b le  n o t ic e  i s  t a k e n  o f  P a n d i t  

B h a v a n i s h a n k e r ’s  v i s i t  t o  o u r  lo c a l  B r a n c h  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  l i k e l y  t o  a c c r u e  

f r o m  s u c h  v i s i t s  a r e  n e a t ly  p o in t e d  o u t .  N o t i c e  i s  t h e n  t a k e n  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  
e x p e r i m e n t s  in  h y p n o t i s m  o f  C o l.  R o c h a s  a n d  D r . L u y s ,  a n d  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  

s n c h  r e c k l e s s  e x p e r i m e n t s  p o in t e d  o u t .  T h e  a r t i c l e  o n  D h a r m a  c o n t in u e s .  In  

t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  “ S e v e n  P r in c ip le s  o f  M a n ” c o m m e n c e d  in  t h e  la s t  

n u m b e r  a n d  c o n t in u e d  i n  t h i s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  h a s  s u s t a in e d  t h e  s p ir i t  o f  a  

n o v e l .  T h e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  S u b b a  R o w ’s  b o o k  o n  B h a g a v a t g i t a ,  c o n t in u e s .  
T h e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  “ W h a t  i s  T b e o s o p h y ” a g a in  c o n t in u e s  in  t h e  r e f in e d  s t y l e  

p e c u l ia r  t o  t l i e  t r a n s la t o r .

L I F E  O F  H A R I D A S  S A D H U *

R e a d e r s  o f  t h e  e a r l ie r  v o lu m e s  o f  t l i e  T h eo so p h is t w i l l  b e  g la d  to  fin d  in  

t h i s  s m a l l  B e n g a l i  w o r k , a l l  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  c o l le c t e d  a b o u t  H a r id a s — k n o w n  

a s  R u n i i t  S i n d h ’s  S a d h u , w h o  w a s  b u r ie d  u n d e r  g r o u n d  fo r  4 0  d a y s  in  o r d e r  th a t  
h is  Y o g a  p o w e r s  m i g h t  b e  t e s t e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h e  S a d h u  w a s  t r a v e l l in g  

a lo n g  A m r i t s a r  a n d  J e s s u lm e r e ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  w e n t  t o  L a h o r e , w h e r e  b e  

w e n t  t o  R a n j i t  S in g h .  “ T h e r e ,”  a c c o r d in g  t o  D r . M a c G r e g o r ,  “ h e  e n g a g e d  

to  b u r y  h im s e l f  fo r  a n y  l e n g t h  o f  t im e ,  s h u t  u p  in  a  b o x , a n d  w i t h o u t  e i t h e r  

fo o d  o r  d r in k .  R u n j i t  n a t u r a l ly  d i s b e l ie v e d  t h e  m a n ’s  a s s e r t io n s ,  a n d  w a s  

d e t e r m in e d  t o  p u t  t h e m  t o  t h e  t e s t .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e  F a k ir  w a s  s h u t  

u p  in  a  w o o d e n  b o x , w h ic h  w a s  p la c e d  in  a  s m a l l  a p a r t m e n t  b e lo w  t h e  m id d le  

o f  t h e  g r o u n d  ; t h e r e  w a s  a  f o ld in g  d o o r  t o  t h i s  b o x , w h ic h  w a s  s e c u r e d  b y  a  
lo c k  a n d  k e y .”  “ S t r i c t  w a t c h  w a s  k e p t  n p  fo r  f o r t y  d a y s  a n d  n i g h t s .” H e  
w a s  a f t e r w a r d s  s e e n  a t  A d in a g a r ,  w e  a r e  to ld .  T h e  l a s t  f e w  c h a p t e r s  a r e  
t a k e n  u p  b y  s u c h  q u e s t io n s  a s  “ AVas H a r id a s  a  C h e a t ? ” a n d  s o m e  r e m a r k s

( T B y  R a n g a l a l  M u k e r j i .  P r i n t e d  a t  t h e  B a n g a b a s i  P r e s s .  3 4 / 1 ,  C o o l o o t o l a h  

S t r e e t ,  C a l c u t t a .  P r i c e  R s .  2 .



o n  t h e  a r t  o f  p r o lo n g i n g  l i f e ,  K a r m a , H a t h a  Y o g a ,  &c. T h e  b o o k  i s  n e a t ly  
g o t  u p  a n d  h a n d y ,  a n d  c o n t a in s  t w o  p ic t u r e s  o f  th e  S a d h u .

S .  E .  g .

J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  B U D D H I S T  T E X T  S O C I E T Y .  *

T h is  J o u r n a l ,  w h ic h  c o m b in e s  in  i t s e l f  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  a  j o u r n a l ,  a n d  a  
m o n t h ly  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  B u d d h is t  T e x t s ,  i s  d e s t in e d  to  s e r v e  t h e  s a m e  p u r 
p o s e  f o r  I n d ia  a s  t h e  p u b l ic a t io n s  o f  t h e  P a l i  T e x t  S o c i e t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  w i t h  

D r . R h y s - D a v i d s  a s  E d i t o r ,  d o  t o  t h e  W e s t .  B a b u  S a r a t  C h a n d r a  D a s ,  
t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  o n e  b e fo r e  u s ,  i s  k n o w n  t o  m o s t  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  a s  t h e  b e s t  

T ib e t a n  s c h o la r  n o w  l i v i n g  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y :  a n d  h e  i s  a s s i s t e d  b y  s e v e r a l  
l e a r n e d  c o n t r ib u t o r s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  b e g in s  w i t h  a  m o s t  v a lu a b le  

a r t i c l e  o n  “ I n d ia n  P a n d i t s  in  T ib e t ,” w h ic h  g i v e s  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  

S a n t i  R a k s h i t a ,  K a m a la  L i la ,  a n d  t h e  f a m o u s  A t i s a ,  a l l  o f  w h o m  w o r k e d  fo r  

t h e  s p r e a d  o f  B u d d h is m  in  T ib e t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  e ig h t h  a n d  t h e  t e n t h  c e n t u r ie s  
A . C .t a n d  t h i s  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n o t h e r  o n  t h e  “ L a m a ic - H ie r a r c h y  o f  T ib e t  ” A  

t r a n s la t io n  f r o m  T ib e t a n  o f  “ B o d h i  P a t h a  P r id ip a ” o f  A t i s a  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  

D ip a n k a r a  S r i j n a n a ,  n e x t  a p p e a r s , a n d  a l l  t h e s e  t h r e e  a r e  f r o m  t h e  p e n  o f  

t h e  E d i t o r .  P a n d i t  H a r im o h a n  V id y a b h o o s h a n ’s  e x c e l l e n t  S a n s k r i t  t r a n s 
la t io n  o f  B u d d h a  G o s h a ’s V i s u d d h i  M a r g a ,  w i t h  t h e  o r ig in a l  M a g a d h i  

T e x t ,  a p p e a r s  in  a  m o s t  o p p o r t u n e  t i m e  w h e n  H in d u  P a n d i t s  h a v e  n o  id e a  o f  
B u d d h is m ,  e x c e p t  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  r e a d  in  S a n s k r i t  w r i t i n g s  in  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  i t ,  a n d  e v e n  t h a t  m o s t ly  fo r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a  p o le m ic  a g a i n s t  i t .  T h e  r e 
m a i n i n g  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  i s  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  T ib e t a n  T e x t  o f  “ B o d h i  
P a t h a  P r a d i p a ,” a  M e t r ic a l  t r a n s la t io n  o f  M u k t a la t a  b y  M r. R o m e s h  C h u n 
d e r  D u t t ,  a n d  t h e  S a n s k r i t  T e x t  o f  t h e  s a m e ,  o b t a in e d  b y  t h e  E d i t o r  f r o m  

t h e  G r a n d  L a m a ’s  L ib r a r y .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n  A p p e n d ix  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  B o n  r e l ig io n  o f  T ib e t ,  w h ic h  w a s  f o l lo w e d  b e f o r e  t h e  in t r o d u c 
t io n  o f  B u d d h i s m  in t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y  : a n d  a l s o  s o m e  f o lk - t a l e s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  i s  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  in t e r e s t i n g  o n e ,  a n d  w e  e a r n e s t l y  
e x p r e s s  t h e  h o p e ,  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e e d in g  n u m b e r s  w i l l  b e  u p  t o  t h e  s a m e  m a r k .

S .  E .  G .

T H E  M U C T H Y  V I G N A M .  f  

l h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  w o r k  in  T a m il  a n d  i t s  t i t l e  i s  a  c o m p o u n d  o f  t h e  w o r d s  
M u c t h y  ( s a lv a t io n ) ,  a n d  V ig n a m  ( im p e d im e n t s ) .  I t  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s e v e r a l  

c a u s e s  t h a t  s t a n d  a s  o b s t r u c t io n  in  t h e  w a y  o f  a t t a i n i n g  M o k s h a  a n d  t h e  a u 
t h o r  p o in t s  o u t  h o w , b y  n o t  l i v i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  l i f e  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  o r d in a n 
c e s  o f  t h e  D h a r m a e a s t r a s ,  m a n  b e g e t s  d i s e a s e s  o f  a l l  s o r t s  a n d  u p s e t s  t h e  
h a r m o n y  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  a n d  h o w  b y  p e r f o r m in g  t h e  p r e s c r ib e d  c e r e m o n ie s  a s  
e n j o in e d  in  K a r m a  V ib h a g a s a s t r a s ,  d i s e a s e s  e n n  b e  c u r e d  a n d  p r e v e n t e d .  
H e  a ls o  t o u c h e s  n p o n  t h e  h ig h ly  m a g n e t i c  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  h e r b s  a n d  p la n t s  

w h ic h  t h o u g h  c l a s s i f i e d  “ in a n im a t e ” g o  t o  m a k e  u p  a  p u r e  m in d  in  a  p u r e  

b o d y  o f  t h e  a n im a t e  m a n . T h is  i s  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  H in d u  a n c ie n t  

w r i t i n g s  o n  m e d ic in e  a n d  th e  c u r e  o f  d i s e a s e s  , a n d  t h e  b o o k  i s  a  v a lu a b le  
h e lp  to  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  w a n t  to  h a v e  a n  i n s i g h t  in t o  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  o f  
M a n tr io  c e r e m o n i a l  w i t h  t h e  c u r in g  o f  d i s e a s e .

__________________________________________________________________________  P .  R .  V .

^ * Calcutta. P rinted at the Baptist Mission Press. Annual Subscription, Rupees

t  By N. R. Snbbaravalu Naidoo, and published in the “ Victor” Press, Madras, 
India.

B L U E  A N D  S U N  L I G H T S .

T h e  A d y a r  l ib r a r y  i s  in d e b t e d  t o  M r . J o h n  J . H o u s t o n  f o r  a  p e r f e c t  c o p y  

o f t h e  la t e  G e n e r a l  J o h n  A .  J .  P l e a s o n t o n ’s  f a m o u s  w o r k  u p o n  “ B lu e  

a n d  S u n  L i g h t s . ” T h i s  w o r k  c r e a t e d  a  v e r y  g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t  in  th e  

s c ie n t i f i c  w o r ld  o n  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  in  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 7 . I t  w a s  c o m m e n t e d  

u p o n  in  a p p r e c ia t iv e  t e r m s  b y  M m e . B la v a t s k y  in  “ I s i s  U n v e i l e d .” 
I t  w a s  t h e  p r e c u r s o r  o f  a  s e r ie s  o f  w o r k s  u p o n  t h e  m y s t e r io u s  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  

t h e  s e v e r a l  r a y s  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m ,  w h ic h  m a y  b e  s a id  t o  m a r k  a n  e p o c h  in  
C h e m is t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  in  T h e r a p e u t ic s .  B y  t h e  s im p le  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t e  p a n e s  o f  

b lu e  a n d  c o lo u r le s s  g l a s s  in  h i s  g r a p e r y ,  G e n l .  P l e a s a n t o n  r a i s e d  a  s u c c e s s io n  

o f  e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  p r o l i f ic  c r o p s  o f  g r a p e s .  A l s o  b y  s im ila r  m e a n s  h e  e f fe c te d  
a  g r e a t  m a n y  m a r v e l lo u s  c u r e s  o f  s c ia t i c a  a n d  o th e r  n e r v o u s  t r o u b le s .

T h e  n e x t  w o r k  o f  t h e  s e r ie s  w a s  t h a t  o f  o u r  o ld  c o l le a g u e ,  t h e  l a t e  S e t h  
P a n c o a s t ,  m . d ., o f  P h i la d e lp h ia ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f ir s t  V ic e - p r e s id e n t s  o f  th e  

S o c ie t y .  I t  w a s  e n t i t l e d ,  “ T h e  B lu e  a n d  R e d  R a y s ,  l h e  t h i r d ,  s o  f a r  a s  m y  

m e m o r y  n o w  s e r v e s ,  w a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  D r .  B a b b i t t  o f  N e w  Y o r k  u p o n  T h e  

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i g h t  a n d  C o lo u r ,” a n d  w a s  f o l lo w e d  b y  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  k in d .  

D r . B a b b i t t  e x p lo i t e d  t h e  id e a  c o m m e r c ia l ly ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  h i s  c h r o m o p a t h ic  
a p p l ia n c e s  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  o u r  f r ie n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  I n d ia .  I  
a m  p e r f e c t ly  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e  m y s t e r io u s  b lu e ,  r e d , y e l lo w  a n d  g r e e n  
“  e l e c t r i c i t i e s ” o f  C o u n t  M a t t e i  a r e  n o t h in g  i n  t h e  w o r ld  b u t  d i s t i l l e d  w a t e r  

w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  e x p o s e d  s e v e r a l ly  to  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  r a y s  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m .  

A s  t o  t h e i r  t h e r a p e u t i c  e f f ic a c y ,  I  a m  in  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  t e s t i f y  f r o m  p e i s o n a l  
o b s e r v a t io n  b o t h  a t  C o u n t  M a t t e i ’s  h o m e  in  I t a l y  a n d  a t  o t h e r  p la c e s ;  

a n d  I  a m  f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  m o r e  t o  b e  d is c o v e r e d  in  

t h i s  s a m e  f ie ld  o f  r e s e a r c h .
H .  S .  0 .

Correspondence.
T H E O S O P H Y  I N  W E S T E R N  L A N D S .

[From our London Correspondent. ]
London, February 1 8 9 3 .

A  n e w  a n d  a d m ir a b le  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s  h e r e  i s  t l i e  

‘ H e a d - q u a r t e r s  D i s c u s s io n  C la s s ,” in a u g u r a t e d  b y  M r. A b l e t t  a  f e w  w e e k s
a g o ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t r a i n i n g  M e m b e r s  t o ------- b n t  I  w i l l  q u o t e  t h e  o p e n in g
s e n t e n c e s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  le a f le t  j u s t  i s s u e d  b y  th e  H o n . S e c y . ,  o u r  b r o th e r  
T h o s .  G r e e n ,  w h ic h  r u n  a s  f o l l o w s A  c la s s  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d  w i t h  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b j e c t : ‘ T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  c la s s  i s  to  t r a in  U s  M e m b e r s  in
s h a p in g ,  f r a m in g ,  a n d  e x p r e s s in g  c le a r ly  a n d  c o n c is e ly  t h e ir  o p in io n s  c o n 

c e r n i n g  t h e  E s o t e r i c  P h i lo s o p h y ,  w it h  th e  v i e w  o f  p r o p a g a t in g  t h e  s a m e ,  
a n d  t h e n  t h e  p a p e r  g o e s  o n  t o  t e l l  u s  c f  t h e  f ir s t  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  m e e t in g  o f  

t h e  c la s s ,  “ w h e n  a  le s s o n  in  E lo c u t io n  w a s  g iv e n  b y  M r . J .  A b l e t t  fo r  a n  

h o u r ” t o  n o  l e s s  t h a n  e i g h t e e n  M e m b e r s . A  c a p it a l  b e g in n in g ,  a n d  m u d .  
i n t e r e s t  w a s  r o u s e d .  T h e  c la s s  m e e t s  e v e r y  F r id a y  e v e n in g ,  b u t  th e  e lo c u -  

t i o n  l e s s o n  i s  o n ly  g i v e n  o n c e  a  m o n th .
T h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  M e e t in g s  c o n t in u e  in  f u l l  f o r c e ;  

t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B h a g a v a d g i t a  i s  n o w  f in is h e d ,  a n d  " T h e  C o n s t i t u t io n  o f  

M a n ” i s  n e x t  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d .  T h i s  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  l a s t  th e  L o d g e  fo r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s ! Y o u  w i l l  a l l  b e  s o r r y  to  h e a r  t h a t  o u r  H o n . S e c y . ,  M is s  C o o p e r ,  
h a s  b e e n  s e r io u s ly  o u t  o f  h e a l t h  f o r  s o m e  t im e  p a s t ,  a n d  i s  o r d e r e d  c o m p le t e
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r e s t .  T h i s  s h e  i s  f o r t u n a t e ly  a b le  t o  t a k e ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  m a y  

b e  a  s p e e d y  r e s t o r a t io n  to  h e a lth .  T h e  “ L o t u s ”  C lu b  fo r  w o r k in g - m e n  w a s  
o p e n e d  l a s t  M o n d a y  e v e n i n g — 20t l i  i n s t a n t — w it h  a  g r e a t  f lo u r i s h  o f  t r u m 
p e t s .  M r . M o o r e ’s  m o s t  s a n g u in e  e x p e c t a t io n s  w e r e  m o r e  t h a n  r e a l i s e d  ( a s  t h e y  
w e l l  d e s e r v e d  t o  b e ) ; f o r  n o t  o n ly  h a d  fo r ty - B  v e  M e m b e r s  g iv e n  in  t h e i r  n a m e s  
b e fo r e  t h e  C lu b  o p e n e d ,  b u t  t w e n t y - f iv e  m o r e  h a v e  s in c e  jo in e d .  A  c a p i t a l  

e n t e r t a in m e n t  w a s  g i v e n  o n  th e  o p e n in g  n i g h t ,  m a n y  k in d  f r ie n d s  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  
s e r v ic e s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a l l  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  d e s ir e d ,  e v e r y  s o n g  b e in g  

f u r io u s ly  e n c o r e d .  T h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r  o p e n e d  th e  C lu b , a n d  m a d e  
a  p e c u l ia r ly  h a p p y  l i t t l e  s p e e c h ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  m e n  t h a t  s h e ,  to o , w o r k e d  fo r  
h e r  l i v i n g — “ I  a m  a  w o r k in g - w o m a n ,”  s h e  s a i d ; a n d  s a id  t r u ly .  H e r  a u d ie n c e ,  
t  l o u g h  e v i d e n t l y  m u c h  im p r e s s e d  a n d  d e l ig h t e d ,  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  s l i g h t l y  
p u z z le d ,  h a y i n g  a lr e a d y  d e c id e d  in  t h e i r  o w n  m in d s  t h a t  “ C o u n t e s s ” s p e l t  

“ D u c h e s s  a n d  M r . M o o r e  w a s  a p p e a le d  t o  a f t e r w a r d s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  f o r  a n  

e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  m y s t e r y  ! S e a t s  w e r e  p r o v id e d  fo r  ISO  p e o p le ,  b u t  ‘2 5 0  

m a n a g e d  s o m e h o w  t o  s q u e e z e  in . A  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  t h e  B o w  C lu b  g i r l s  c a m e ,  
w h ic h  a d d e d  a  f in a l t o u c h  o f  h a r m o n y  a n d  g o o d - w i l l ,  “ E a s t  j o i n i n g  h a n d s  

w it h  W e s t  (north-west i s ,  I  b e l ie v e ,  t h e  c o r r e c t  p o s ta l  d i r e c t io n  !) in  f r a t e r 
n a l  m e r r i m e n t  a n d  e n j o y m e n t .  A l t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  t h in g  i s - s o  f a r — a  h u « e  

s u c c e s s ,  t h a n k s  t o  M r . M o o r e . T h e  w a l l s  o f  th e  b ig  r o o m  t a k e n  b y  t h e  C lu b  
h a v e  b e e n  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l l y  p a in t e d  b y  M r. M a c h e l l ,  a n d  a  c o u p le  o f  b r o t h e r

a r t i s t s  w h o  k in d ly  v o lu n t e e r e d  t h e ir  s e r v i c e s ;  s o  y o u  s e e  n o t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  
o m i t t e d  w h ic h  c o u ld  p o s s i b ly  a t t r a c t  a n d  r e f in e . M r . M a c h e l l ’s  e x t r e m e  

k in d n e s s  o n  t h e s e  o c c a s io n s  i s  a lr e a d y  w e l l  k n o w n  ; a n d  h i s  e f f o r t s  a r e  m o s t  
c e i t a m l y  im m e n s e ly  a p p r e c ia t e d  in  t h i s  p a r t ic u l a r  in s t a n c e .

O u r  b r o t h e r ,  M r . J .  C . S t a p le s  h a s  b e e n  s t a y i n g a t  H a r r o g a t e  l a t e l y ,  a n d  

g  a  c o n s id e r a b le  a m o u n t  o f  p r o p a g a n d i s t  w o r k  t h e r e  ; l e c t u r i n g  r e c e i v 
i n g  v i s i t o r s ,  & c & c. H e  r e p o r t s  m o s t  f a v o u r a b ly  o f  t h e  e n e r g y  a n d  e n t e r -  
p u s i n g  s p i r i t  s h e w n  b y  t h e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L o d g e .  H i s  o w n  words t o  m e  

in  f a c t ,  w e r e  = -*  I  f o u n d  t h e r e  a  g r o u p  o f  c o u r a g e o u s  t h in k e r s ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  

h a v e  n o t  s h r u n k  fr o m  c a r r y in g  o u t  in  d a i l y  l i f e  t h e  p r in c ip l e s  w h ic h  t h e y  

a v e  a i  n y e d  a t  b y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  r e a s o n .  T h e y  are e a r n e s t  w o r k e r s  in  t h e

S t a p l e T s a y ? ’186’’ m t e r e S t  SheW U b y  0 u t s id e r s ’ t o o > i s  v e ‘T  k e e n ,  M r .

i i  B f a U t S ta r tS  f o r  h o m e  0,1 t h e  2 5 t h  U ls t -  w>d r i g h t  g l a d  s h a l l  w e
a l l  b e  t o  w e lc o m e  h e r  b a c k  a g a in .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  w o r k  s h e  s e e m s  t o  h av e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  d u r in g  t h e s e  l a s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  i s  r e a l ly  g i g a n t i c ,  w h e n  w e  
r e m e m b e r  n o t  o n ly  t h e  im m e n s e  d i s t a n c e s  c o v e r e d ,  b u t  t h e  e q u a l l y  i m 

m e n s e  e n e r g y - i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  s o  m a n y  l e c t u r e s ,  f o l l o w ! ™  
r a p id ly  o n .e a c h  o t h e r ’s  h e e ls .  ®

T h e  C r e c h e  a n d  G ir l s ’ C lu b , w h ic h  t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  Lodges h o p e d  t o  
e s t a b h s h  in  o n e  o f  t h e  p o o r e s t  D i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  C i t y ,  i s  n o w  n o  lo n g e r  a  “  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y ,  b u t  a n  a c t u a l  f a c t ; s o  a t  l e a s t  I  a m  t o ld .

F o r e ig n  L o d g e s  a n d  C e n tr e s  r e p o r t  w e l l .  S w e d e n ,  a s  e v e r ,  i s  specially 
a c t iv e ,  f r e s h  c e n t r e s  s p r i n g i n g  u p  in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s .

* * * * * * * * *

T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  in  t h e  Daily Chronicle, c o n c e r n i n g  w h ic h  I  w r o t e

t  , o  *  ’ o ,n e -

r ‘“ 0lTOl '*“ »• i ..  th o  c r r c p o n d o n o .  into

is C h r i s t ia n i t y  ?”  a  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  c l e a r ly  h a d  t o  b e  d e t e r m in e d  b e fo r e  a n y  

a t t e m p t  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  r e p ly  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o n e . I n  s p i t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  
th e  v o lu m in o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  e v o k e d ,  w e  r e m a in — lik e  M a h o m e t ’s  c o ff in  
— s u s p e n d e d  in  m id - a ir ,  s o  f a r  a s  a n y  s o r t  o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e p ly  t o  e i t h e r  
q u e r y ,  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  P a r s o n s  o f  e v e r y  d e n o m in a t io n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  

h a v e  t a k e n  u p  th e  s u b j e c t  a n d  p r e a c h e d  t h e r e o n ,  e a c h  a d v o c a t in g  h is  o w n  
p a r t ic u la r  “  i s m ” a s  t h e  o n ly  p o s s i b le  s o l u t i o n — n o t  t o  s a y  s a lv a t io n .  B u t  

“ s t i l l  w e  a r e  n o t  h a p p y ; ” fo r , i f  t h e r e  i s  o n e  t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a n o t h e r  

t h a t  h a s  b e e n  e l i c i t e d  b y  t h i s  v e r y  s u g g e s t i v e  d is c u s s io n ,  i t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  a b s o lu t e ly  n o  s o r t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  a s  t o  w h a t  C h r i s t ia n i t y  
r e a l ly  is .

Apropos o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  w a r  o f  w o r d s ,  P r o f .  E d w in  J o h n s o n -  a u t h o r '  
o f  “ T h e  R is e  o f  C h r is t e n d o m ,” h a s  c o m e  t o  t h e  fo r e  a g a in  w i t h  a  r e n e w e d  

a t t a c k  u p o n  t h e  bond ficles o f  t h e  o r ig in  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  C h u r c h . Y o u  m a y  

r e c o l le c t  m y  w r i t i n g  y o u  s o m e  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  b o o k  a b o u t  a  y e a r  a g o ; h e  i s  

n o w  e n g a g e d  in  w r i t i n g  a  s e r ie s  o f  a r t i c l e s  in  t h e  Weekly Bulletin, c a l l e d  

“£ 6 ,7 5 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  a n n u m . H o w  t o  s a v e  i t ? ” N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  
h a v e  g o n e ,  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  s u f f i c ie n t ly  s t a r t l i n g .

I n  s p i t e  o f  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  a n d  b i t t e r l y  a d v e r s e  d i c t a  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f ? 
D r . E r n e s t  H a r t ,  t h e  Daily Graphics, f e w  d a y s  a g o  h a d  t h e  t e m e r i t y  t o  
p u b l i s h  a  lo n g  a n d  p r o f u s e l y - i l l u s t r a t e d  a c c o u n t  o f  D r . L u y s *  e x p e r i m e n t s ; ,  
a n  a c c o u n t  p u r p o r t in g  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t h e m  b y  “ a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  w h o  i s  

a p p a r e n t ly  a  f ir m  b e l i e v e r  in  t h e  bond ficles o f  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t io n s ,  w h ic h  a r e  
b e in g  g i v e n  a t  t h e  C h a r i t e .” O d d ly  e n o u g h  t h e  British Medical Journal o f  

t h e  s a m e  d a t e  c o n t a in e d  a n o t h e r  i n s t a l m e n t  o f  D r . H a r t ’s  a r t i c l e s ,  c o n d e m n 
i n g  th e  s a id  e x p e r im e n t s ,  r o o t  a n d  b r a n c h .  D o c t o r s ,  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  e v id e n t l y  b y  
n o  m e a n s  a g r e e .

T h e  v e r y  r e m a r k a b le  a c c o u n t  o f  “  H i g h  C a s t e  I n d ia n  M a g ic ”  g i v e n  in  

t h e  J a n u a r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e  North American Review w i l l  b e  a n o t h e r  t h o r n  in  t h e  

s id e  o f  M e s s r s .  H a r t ,  M a s k e ly n e ,  W e a t h e r l y ,  et hoc genus omne. P r o f .  H .  
K e l la r ,  w h o  w r i t e s  t h e  a r t ic le ,  o p e n s  w i t h  t h e  s t r i k i n g  s t a t e m e n t  j-r-

“ Fifteen years spent in India and the far Bast have convinced me tha t the high 
caste fakirs, or magicians, of Northern India have probably discovered n a tu ra l  
laivs o f xohich we in  the Went are ignorant. That they succeed in overcoming) forces; 
of nature, which to us seem insurmountable, my observation satisfies'me beypqd 
doubt

P r o f .  K e l la r ,  b e i n g  h im s e l f  a  “ h i g h  c a s t e ” W e s t e r n  c o n ju r o r ,  i s  s u r e ly  
e n t i t l e d  t o  a n  a t t e n t i v e  h e a r in g  fr o m  h is  confreres; b u t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h i s  
a r t i c l e  a r e  o f  s u c h  a  n a t u r e  a s  to  s t r ik e  a  d i s m a y e d  te r r o r  in t o  t h e  m in d s  
o f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  t h e  n o b le  a r t  o f  prestidigitation o v e r  h e r e .  T h e  

g r o u n d  i s  s l ip p i n g  s t e a d i ly  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e i r  f e e t ,  a n d  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  t h e  W e st* ,  
e r n  m a g ic ia n  m u s t  b o w  b e f o r e  t h e  s u p e r io r  a r t  a n d  k n o w le d g e  o f  h i s  E a s t e r n  

b r o th e r .  P r o f .  K e l la r  m a in t a in s  t h a t  th e  “ lo w  c a s t e  f a k ir s  t o  b e  m e t  w i t h  
a lm o s t  a n y w h e r e  iu  I n d ia n  c i t i e s ” a r e  a  t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  c la s s  fr o m , t h e  h i g h  
c a s t e  m a g ic ia n s ,  s e ld o m  s e e u  b y  s t r a n g e r s ,  a n d  w h o  b u t  r a r e ly  e m e r g e  f r o m  
t h e i r  s e c lu s io n .  H e  h a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  s e e n  s o m e 
t h i n g  o f  t h e s e  f a k ir s ,  w h o m  h e  d e s c r ib e s  a s

“ Very dignified, men, of, patriarchal appearance, with, ascetic facesand long 
greybeards. All the skilful ones I have seen were quite advanced, in y  ears, and 
were said to have spent their lives in study and seclusion.. I t  spems; plausible,in
deed to believe their story, that it is only after a life time of contemplation and



study that they are adm itted into tiie higher circles of the esoteric brotherhood 
whose seat is in the Monasteries of Tibet and iu thc mountain recesses of Northern 
Hindustan. 1 hey are quiet, suave and secretive, and appear to attach an almost 
religious significance to the manifestations of their power. There is nothing in* 
herently improbable in the theory that they are initiated into a knowledge, w'liose 
secrets have been successfully preserved for centuries.”

•j P r o f .  K e l la r ,  e l s e w h e r e ,  in  h i s  a r t i c l e  s p e a k s ,  t o o ,  o f  o u r  g l e a n i n g
f r o m  t h e  e x p l o i t s  o f  T h o m a s  o f  G r e i ld o n n e  a n d  th e  w iz a r d s  o f  t h e  N o r t h  

glimpses of what may be the reflected potency of the Tibetan esoterics” ! 
A t  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  a r t ic le ,  w h ic h  i s  f u l l  o f  th e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t 
i n g  a c c o u n t s  o f  f e a t s  o f  r e a l  m a g ic ,  w h ic h  h e  w i t n e s s e d — f e a t s  f a m i l ia r  

e n o u g h  p r o b a b ly  t o  a l l  o f  y o u — a n d  w h ic h  h e  p r o f e s s e s  h im s e l f  a s  q u i t e  u n a b le  
t o  e x p la in ,  h e  a d d s  h i s  t e s t im o n y  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  s u s p e n d e d  a n im a t io n  

a n d  v o lu n t a r y  in t e r m e n t s ,  h a v i n g  h i m s e l f  s e e n a  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l ly  p e r f o r m e d  
e x a m p le  o f  t h e  f o r m e r .  T h e  Daily Neivs c o n s id e r e d  P r o f .  K e l la r ’s  a r t i c l e  o f  

s u f f i c ie n t  im p o r t a n c e  t o  g i v e  i t s  r e a d e r s  a  l o n g  le a d e r  t h e r e o n ,  in  w h ic h  h i s  

a c c o u n t s  a r e  a m u s i n g l y  s a id  t o  m a k e  “ t h e  e y e s  o f  a m a z e m e n t  t o  o p e n  wrid e ,  a n d  

c a u s e  t h e  h a ir  t o  s t a n d  e r e c t  on  t h e  h e a d  o f  im a g i n a t io n . ,, B u t  t h e  w r i t e r  

p u t s  h i s  f in g e r  o n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o n e  a t  l e a s t  o f  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  w h e n  h e  s a y s  :—
T h i s  n a t u r a l l y  s u g g e s t s  h y p n o t i s m  a s  t h e  e x p la n a t io n — a ll  w a s  d o n e  b y  

g la m o u r .  ‘ C est Id le Miracle !* ” Q u i t e  s o ;  b u t  n o  s e r io u s  a t t e m p t  h a s  y e t  

b e e n  m a d e  t o  u n r a v e l  t h i s  p a r t ic u l a r  m y s t e r y — t h e  “ M ir a c l e ” o f  g la m o u r .  
S c i e n c e  s u r e ly  i s  w i t h i n  m e a s u r a b le  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  d a y  w h e n  i t  w i l l  b e ,  a s  

H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s  p u t s  i t ,  “ c o u r a g e o u s  e n o u g h  t o  a p p ly  i t s  o w n  la w  o f  
u n i t y  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s e ” . T h i s  r e f le c t io n  i s  f o r c e d  u p o n  o n e ’s  m in d  b y  P r o 
f e s s o r  D e w a r  s  r e c e n t  l e c t u r e  o n  “ L iq u i d  A ir ,” a t  t h e  R o y a l  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  l a s t

* m o n t h .  T h e  T im e s ’ r e p o r t  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e ,  a f t e r  g i v i n g  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  s o m e  
m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  e x p e r i m e n t s  m a d e  b y  P r o f .  D e w a r ,  t e l l s  u s  t h a t :—

I t  i® m atter in articulo mortis upon wrhich the audience were privileged to 
look on Friday Evening. At the tem peratures they saw, chemical forces are in 
complete abeyance, and oxygen becomes as inert as nitrogen. A few degrees 
lower and the last traces will disappear of th a t molecular motion w'hich we call heat, 
tbe most mobile gas will be frozen into rigidity, and the properties by which ive 
recognise matter will vanish. In a world a t the tem perature of tha t little bulb on 
the lecture-table bergs of silvery potassium might float for ever untarnished upon 
seas of liquid oxygen. A little lower—only a little, though it is much to achieve— 
the rarest form of m atter with which we have any acquaintance will, in turn, 
surrender tha t mysterious energy which for the present, baflles our ablest experi
menters, a t 270 degrees, or thereabouts, below Zero centigrade, hydrogen itself 
will give* up the ghost, and m atter as we conceive it will be dead.”

S i g n i f i c a n t  w o r d s ,  t h e r e  o n ly  a  f e w  s t e p s  f u r t h e r ,  a n d  a  f lo o d  o f  

l i g h t  m a y , i f  t h e y  s o  w i l l  i t ,  b u r s t  u p o n  t h e  a s t o n i s h e d  g a z e  o f  o u r  

b e w i ld e r e d  a n d  m u c h  p e r p le x e d  s c i e n t i s t s .  Q u e r y ,  w i l l  t h e y  t a k e  t h o s e  s t e p s  ? 

P r o f .  D e w a r  h a s  s h o w n , b y  t h e  w a y ,  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f h i s  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  t h e  c o 
lo u r  o f  l iq u id  a ir  “ i s  t o  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  b lu e  o f  o x y g e n  a s  t h e  w a t e r y  s k y  c o m 

m o n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  t o  t h e  a z u r e  w e  s e e  t h r o u g h  b r e a k in g  c lo u d s  a f t e r  a  
s t o r m .”

W e  a r e  s l o w l y  b u t  s u r e ly  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f in d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w  
u n d e r  t h e  s u n  i n  a  s e n s e  n o t  a lw a y s  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  o u r  W e s t e r n  c o n c e i t .  I t  
h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  b o a s t s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t b a t  t h e  w o r ld  o w e s  t o  i t  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  t h e  s ic k .  B u t  r e c e n t  e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  E p id a u r u s

• h a v e  r e v e a le d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  n o t  o n ly  p o s s e s s e d  a  w e l l - f r e q u e n t e d  s h r in e  o f

t h e  g o d  o f  h e a l in g ,  b u t  a ls o ,  a s  o n e  a c c o u n t  p u t s  i t ,  “ W h a t  w e  m a y  f a i r ly  
t e r m  a  r e l ig io u s  h o s p i t a l ,  a n  in s t i t u t io n  t h a t  C h r is t ia n  a p o lo g i s t s  h a v e  g e n e 

r a l ly  c la im e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d i s t in c t iv e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  n e w  r e l ig io n .”  T h is  i s  

o n ly  s im p le  j u s t i c e ,  b u t  in  t h e  fa c e  o f  f a c t s  l e s s  c o u ld  n o t  v e r y  w e l l  h a v e  

b e e n  s a id .

M r . S t e a d ’s  C h r is t m a s  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  jReview of Reviews s t i l l  f o r m s  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  m u c h  n e w s p a p e r  d i s c u s s io n  a n d  c o m m e n t .  H e  n o w  a d m it s  t h a t  t h e  
a u t o m a t i c  h a n d - w r i t in g  e x p e r im e n ts ,  g iv e n  in  t h e  C h r is tm a s  n u m b e r  a s  a b 
s o lu t e ly  g e n u in e ,  w e r e  h i s  o w n  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ; in  f a c t  M r . S t e a d  
s e e m s  t o  m e  t o  b e  r a p id l y  q u a l i f y in g  f o r  t h e  p a r t  o f  a  h ig h  c la s s  S p i r i t u a l 
i s t i c  M e d iu m  ! T h e  Christian Commonwealth r e c e n t ly  g a v e  t h e  w h o le  s id e  o f  

a  s h e e t  t o  a  l e n g t h y  in t e r v ie w  w it h  h im ,  a n d  c e r t a in ly  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  

o w n  u t t e r a n c e ,  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  s e e m s  n o t  u n w a r r a n t e d .  T h e s e  t h in g s  a r e  in  
t h e  a i r ;  t h e  p u b l ic  w a n t  f a c t s ,  a n d  th e  m o r e  m a t e r ia l  t h e  f a c t s  t h e  b e t t e r  

a r e  t h e y  p le a s e d .  S t i l l ,  T h e o s o p h y  is  o c c a s io n a l ly  a l lo w e d  a  lo o k - in ,  e.g. in  a  

r e c e n t  a c c o u n t — in  t h e  Morning Leader— o f  S ig n o r  Z a n o n i ’s  m a r v e l lo u s  
t h o u g h t - c o m m u n ic a t io n  p e r fo r m a n c e s  a t  N i a g a r a  H a l l ,  w e  a r e  in f o r m e d  t h a t  

“ T h e o s o p h y  h a s  a lr e a d y  t a u g h t  u s t h a t  w e  a r e  on  th e  e v e  o f  e n t e r in g  in t o  

t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a  s i x t h  s e n s e ” ; th is ,  a p p a r e n t ly ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .
Z a n o n i— e v id e n t l y ,  I  s h o u ld  s a y , a  s t a g e - n a m e — is  a  n a t iv e  o f  M ie n s k in ,  

i n  R u s s ia n  P o la n d ,  a u d  i s  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  o f  “  p a le  a n d  n e r v o u s  a p p e a r a n c e .”  

H i s  p e r f o r m a n c e s  s e e m  t o  b e  s u f f ic ie n t ly  r e m a r k a b le ,  i f  h e  p r o v e s ,  a s  th e  
Morning Leader s a y s  h e  d o e s ,  t h a t  “ t h o u g h t - c o m m u n ic a t io n  c a n  t a k e  p la c e  
w ithou*.. t h e  a id  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  f iv e  p h y s ic a l  s e n s e s . ” I n d e e d  t h e  p a r a g r a p h is t  

g i v e s  i t  a s  h is  o p in io n  t h a t  Z a n o n i’s “ a d v e n t  a t  N ia g a r a  H a l l  h a s  in  i t  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e v i v in g  t h e  o ld  f ig h t  b e t w e e n  p h y s i c i s t s  a n d  m e t a p h y s i c ia n s  
a s  t o  * b r a in - c o m m u n io n ’ ; b e in g  e v id e n t ly  u n a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  f ig h t  h a s  b e e n  
r a g i n g  f ie r c e ly  fo r  s o m e  t im e  p a s t .

A .  L .  C .

C E Y L O N  L E T T E R .
March 1 8 9 3 .

L a s t  m o n t h  t h e  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h o s e  in t e r e s t e d  in  

t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  C e y lo n  w a s  h e ld ,  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  

o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i c t y .  I t  w a s  p r e s id e d  o v e r  b y  t h e  V e n e r a b le  H i g h  
P r i e s t  S u m a n g a la ,  a n d  t h e  p r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h c  f u n c t io n  t e r m in a t e d  a f t e r  t w o  

d a y s '  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  a  p u b l ic  m e e t in g ,  w h e n  A d d r e s s e s  w e r e  g iv e n  b y  t h e  
V e n e r a b le  B u d d h i s t  P r e la t e  a n d  D r . E n g l i s h .  T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  C o n v e n 
t io n  w a s  e n t i r e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  e x e r t io n s  o f  o u r  i n d e f a t ig a b l e  c o -w o r k e r ,  
B r o t h e r  B u u l t j e n s .

T h e  o b j e c t io n a b le  “ Q u a r te r  M ile  C la u s e ” o f  th e  E d u c a t io n a l  D e p a r t 
m e n t  i s  a  s e r io u s  o b s t a c le  t o  o u r  w o rk , a n d  t h e  “ H e a t h e n ”  m is s io n a r ie s  a r e  
h a p p y  o v e r  t h e  id e a .  T h e  “ C la u s e ,” a s  i t  s t a n d s ,  n e e d s  m u c h  a m e n d m e n t  

a n d  lo c a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  m e m o r ia ls  t o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  h a v e  

n o t  h a d  t h e  d e s ir e d  e f f e c t .  T h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  o u r  M e m b e r s  in  th e  B r i t i s h  
P a r l ia m e n t  i s  r e s p e c t f u l ly  in v i t e d  to  t h e  q u e s t io n ,  w h ic h  i s  o f  v i t a l  im p o r t 
a n c e  t o  t h e  B u d d h i s t s ,  w h o  fo r m  th e  la r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  
C e y lo n .

I n  t h i s  s m a l l  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  e a r th ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t in y ,  b u t  a c t iv e  b o d y  o f  T h e o 
s o p h is t s ,  a n d  i t  i s  m o s t  la m e n t a b le  to  n o t e  h o w  t h e s e  p o o r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  
t h e i r  w o r k  a r e  t r e a t e d  by  t h e  ‘ p o w e r s  t h a t  b e /-  T h e y  r a i s e  a - ‘ h u e  a n d



S d T r , i , ,S t  ' f r ° PhiSfc8 a,Mi CaH TheO S° P 1)y  “  to m -fo o le r y ,"  a n d  w e  a r e
S o c i e t v  \V p  ° U,' ,e l 7 ‘; e8 a r e  m 0 8 t  g f a c i o u s l y  a d v e r t i s i n g  u s  a n d  o u r
• s o c ie ty .  W e  c a r e  v e r y  l i t t l e  fo r  t h e ir  c r o o k e d  id e a s  !

t w e n f y  s i v T n  ° 7 h e  Tk‘:0SIJ1)hi*t w i l l b e  g llwl t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o w
, ,J ' . °  f ’ a n d  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  d a y  s c h o la r s  o f  t h e  S a n g a m i t t a

w i 111*  1 ,  P k c e  is  ‘l u i t e  fu lL  A f t e r  th e  “ e x t  t e r m ,  t h e r e

m o d ! t P H Z W al m,r ' 011S a " d  M rS- H i « « i n S w i l l  f in d  n o  r o o m  t o  a c c o -  
th p  le . a *e s e  a r e  s lo w ly ,  b u t  s u r e ly  o p e n in g  t h e i r  e y e s  to
f .l i t l ~  , e S S ll lg f  w o m e n ’s  e d u c a t io n ,  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e i r  
£  h a m p e r e d  b y  a n y  o t h e r  “  i s m ,”  a n d  t h e  S a n g a m i t t a  G ir l s 1
t l"  ™ I" ,e ' l T e x  y  g e W in g  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  C e y lo n ,  a n d
t h e  w o r k  o f  M r s .  H i g g i n s  a n d  h e r  c o -w o r k e r s  i s  m u c h  a p p r e c ia t e d .

W e  a r e  m a k in g  e v e r y  e f f o r t  l o c a l ly  t o  r a i s e  t h e  S a n g a m i t t a  B u i ld -  
m g   ̂F u n d .  k v e r y  S u n d a y  ( t h e  o n ly  d a y  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  c o l l e c t io n  

° ,II | .- V'l' H i g g i n s  a u d a  c o u p le  o f  h e r  c o - w o r k e r s  g o  o u t  “ b e g g i n g ”  in  t h e  
o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  c i t y  in  a id  o f  th e  F u n d .  W h i l e  o u r  g o o d  b r o t h e r  D r . E n g l i s h  

a n d  w o  o t h e r s  a lm o s t  d a i l y  g o  o u t  in  t h e  e v e n i n g s  w i t h  “ e a r t h e n  p o t s ”  d i s 
t r ib u t in g  t h e m  t o  h o u s e s  a n d  b e g g in g  t h e  l .o u s e - h o ld e r s  “ t o  p u t  b y ” s o m e -

I  °r POt "* ft id ' ° f  t l , e  F ,m d - T h i s  is  p r e t t y  h a r d  w o r k  
n d e e d  a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  l iv e  o r  s ix  h o u r s  d a i l y  in  s c l io o l - w o r k ,  a n d  y s t  h o w  

o w  w o r k e r s  . la b o r  in  t h e  v in e y a r d  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  I  a p p e a l  m o s t  

T1; 1.“eOSO' ,1 ,ls^  t o  s e n d  s o m e  h e lp  in  a id  o f  t h e  S a n g a m i t t a  
,n  o  ?  ‘ ** im p e r a t i v e  t h a t  th e  S c h o o l  s h o u ld  h a v e  i t s  o w n  g r o u n d s .

i s  o n t T h a f d f QU ™  a  bUi,l d i n g  f0 r  “  ° Ur g i ,1 S  ” T h e  W ork  o f  t h e  sch° o1 s  o n e  t h a t  d e s e r v e s  u n iv e r s a l  a p p r o v a l ,  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  l a y
t h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  p r o g r e s s  ,n  C e y lo n  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p ic e s  o f  t h e  T . S .  a n d
a T h e o s o p h is t s  s h o u ld  t a k e  a  p le a s u r e  in  h e l p i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t .

„ , v  H* £l C0U ,) le ° 5 d a ^ S. ,m ,01'e ’ s ° m e  f r i e n d s  f r o m  A u s t r a l ia  a r e  c o m in g  t o

I m t M r s  r 8 a m  o u ? '  f  S C h r 1 a  V is i t - A d v a n c e  n c w a  r e a c h e d  u st h a t  M r s . C o o p e r  O a k l e y  h a s  s a f e ly  a r r i v e d  in  M e lb o u r n e .

SlNIIALA PUTHA.

G U R U S  O F  T H E  S R I N G E R I  M A T H .

Nb. Names of the Gurub.

F igures as given  by 
P ith a ' mbaraji.

T hjb samb 
according to 
the B r itish  
C alendar.

U p to
Total 

period of 
ascend
ancy. ,

From To

1

2

3

4

5

6

Sri Sank&rdohtirya 

Prithvidhavaoh a ry a  

ViVwarupa, B haratisw am i I 

Ohitnipfik do I . 

G angadhara do I 

Chitgl^awa do

107 of V ikram a 
Sam vat. 

37- of Sali* 
v ahana . 

1 1 2  „

164

234 „

m  „

1

32

37
75

52

70

55 j

| A- D* 

(SO 
116

191

243

313

A. D.

115
190

242

312

367

No. Names of the Gurus.

Figures as given by 
Pitha'mbaraji.

The same 
according to 
the British 

Calendar.

■

Up to
Total 

period oi 
ascend* 

ancy.

p
From To

7 Bodhajna Bharatiswami I 335 of Sali- 
vahana

46
A. D.

368
A. D.

/ 413

8 Jananottama do I 380 ?> 45 414 458

9 Sivananda do 420 >> 4(j 459 498

1 0 Jannottama do •• 457 • 37 499 m
1 1 Nirsimha do I 498 >> 41 536 576
1 2 I'swara do I 528 >5 30 577 606

13 Nirsimha do I I 550 >> 2 2 607 6 2 8

14 Yidya Sankara do . . . 578 yy 28 629 656
15 Krishna do . . . 598 2 0 657 <67*
16 Sankara do I 620 >> 2 2 677, <m
17 -Ch andrasekhara do ... 644 tt 24 699, m
18 Chitananda do 667 j> 23 .723 1745

19 B rahm ananda do 695 a 28 746;. ■ 177*

2 0 Chitrupa do I I 720 ») 25 7 7 4 ; : 1799
2 1 Puruehottama do I 755 tt 35 774, 1833

2 2 Madhusudana do ... 793 jj 38 .834 m i
23 Jagannatha do •• 821 28 8 7 2 899

24 Viswananda do . . . 853 >> 32 900. 931

25 Vimalananda do . . . 8 8 8 35 932 966

26 Vidyaranya do I 928 >> <40 967 1006

27 Viswarupa do II 948 >> 2 0 1007 1026

28 Bodhajna dp I I 974 >> 26 1027 1052

29 Ja n a n o ttam a do I I 1004 30 1053 1082

30 Iswara do 11 1054 *60 1088. '1132

31 Bharatathirtha I I 1089 35 1133 1167,

j82 Y idy athirthasw&mi 1127 tt 38 r l l 6 8 ; .'1206

33 Vidyaranya do I I 1169 >> 42 1206 12#/'
34 Nirsimha do I I I 1197 >» 28 1248 1275

35 Chandrasekhara do II 1225 28 1276 1308

;36 Madhus&dana do . . . 1255 tt 30 1304 1383



N o . N a m e s  or THE frTTRITS.

F i g u r e s  a s  g i v e n  b y  

P i t h a 'm b a r a j i .

T h e  s a m e  1 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h b  B r i t i s h  

C a l e n d a r .

Up to
j Total 
period of 
ascend- 

) ancy.
From To

37 Vishnu Bharatiswami 1290 of Sali* 35
A. D.

1324
A. I).

1368

38 Gangathara do I I 1324
vahana.

») 34 1369 1402

39 Nirsimha do IV 1355 >» 31 1403 1433

40 Sankara do I I 13S8 j? 33 1434 1466

41 Purushottam a do I I 1432 44 1467 1510

42 Ramachandra do 1466 u 34 1611 1644

43 Nirsimha do V 1509 43 1546 1587

44 Vidyaranya Bharati ... 1542 >5 33 1588 1620

45 Nirsimha do I 1561 J ) 19 1621 1639

46 Sankara do I 1585 n 24 1640 1663

47 Nirsimha do II 1601 }} 16 1664 1679

48 Sankara do II 1629 it 28 1680 1707

49 Nirsimha do II I 1653 >j 24 1708 1731

50 Sankara do III 1685 35 1732 1766

51 Nirsimha do IV 1691 j) 6 1767 1772

52 Sankara do IV 1729 >> 38 1773 1810

53 Nirsimha do V 1742 13 1811 1823

54 Sankara do V 1776 >> 34 1824 1857

55 Nirsimha do VI 1782 6 1858 1863

56 Sri Sankara Bharatiswami

T h e  a b o v e  l i s t  o f  G u r u s  o f  t h e  S r i n g e r i  M a t h  d i f f e r s  i n  s e v e r a l  p a r 

t i c u l a r s  f r o m  t h e  o n e  a l r e a d y  p u b l i s h e d .  I t  i s  g i v e n  b y  P i t h a m b a r a j i  o f  

B o m b a y  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  h i s  e l a b o r a t e  C o m m e n t a r i e s  o n  JPanchadasi. 
I t  i s  v e r y  c o m p l e t e ,  a n d  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  S r i n g e r i  

M a t h .  I t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  s o m e  F .  T .  S .  r e s i d i n g  n e a r  S r i n g e r i ,  o r  

v i s i t i n g  t h e r e ,  s h o u l d  a s c e r t a i n  i f  a  c o r r e c t  l i s t  i s  n o w  o b t a i n a b l e  i n  t h e  

M a t h .  T h i s  w o u l d  p u t  t h e  m a t t e r  b e y o n d  d o u b t  I  t h i n k .

T H E  TH EOSOPH IST .
VOL. XIV. NO. 8. MAY, 1893-

f f l f t c f  T O  I 

t h e r e  i s  n o  r e l i g i o n  h i g h e r  t h a n  t r u t h .

[.F a m ily  m o tto  o f  ih e  M a h a r a ja h s  o f  B e n a r e s .]

OLD DIARY LEAVES.*

C h a p t e r  X I V .

t t t H I L E  I  m a y  w e l l  d e s p a i r  o f  p r o v i n g  t h e  e x a c t  d e g r e e  i n  w h i c h t h e  W c o m p le x  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  H .  P .  B ,  m a y  b e  s a . d  t o  h a v e  w n t t e n  I s i s  

U n v e i l e d , ”  y e t  I  t h i n k  i t  c l e a r  a n d  b e y o n d  d i s p u t e  t h a t  s h e  d i g e s t e d  a n  

a s s i m i l a t e d  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  m a k i n g  i t  h e r  o w n  a n d  f i t t i n g  i t  i n t o  h e r  

b o o k  l i k e  b i t s  o f  s t o n e  i n t o  a  m o s a i c .  A s  P r o f .  W i l d e r  r e c e n t l y  w r o t e  

l;° e  «  F e w  b o o k s  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  o r i g i n a l .  T h a t  t h e s e  v o l u m e s  w e r e  i n  

h e r  p e c u l i a r  s t y l e  i s  a s  p l a i n  a s  c a n  w e l l  b e .  P e o p l e  o n l y  d e m a n d  t h a t  

Mr. Hem-, Wai-d B e e c W s  principle be applied; ‘t a i  duck™ ,
I  d o  n o t  b e c o m e  c h i c k e n  ; t h e  c h i c k e n  b e c o m e s  m e  .

Nothing would be M oor than to sl.irk lhe whole inquiry, and chum,
in wm ! tho?e who .im ply declare H. P. B. to have been, so to  J.- 
i n  w i t h  . r n i iU le s s  o f  e r r o r s ,  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  o r

“ t "  r  « £  having „  well known h e ,  and the 
Z h  e “ y  will serve » e .  I I I  have to stand between the two li™  of 

her pitiless calumniators and 

r S g f e 7 o ‘r h e \ SV f r . h ™ k i „ B  f.om the closest inqun?^ into her

*  I shall be under great.obligations to ^  f™"df0̂ h°ef™enee any interesting 
torical sketch, if he (or ehe) w. give orjena me, ^  & ? ^  by either
documents, or any letters written t  ^  , which produce them, or events
H. P. B. or myself, about phenomena,Jthe occ .It laws w ^  ^  8ame reiating to
in the history of the T. S., or jn £ carefully returned, and I  shall be glad to

• t h e  s a m e s u b j e c t a .  L o a n s  o f  th7nk; " ^ “' beinX red b y  t h e  s e n d e r s .  R e m i n i s c e n c e s  
r e f u n d ,  i f  d e s i r e d ,  a n y  e * P ^ e e f o ^ P “ f  d f g c r i b e d  t o  m e  b y  t h e  e y e - w i t n e s s e s ,  w i l l  b e  
of occult things shown by H . . •> second Edition of my book, and wish

LgUmfe t % t0 0UT ° S .  a th,S
request.


