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T H E R E  IS NO R E L IG IO N  H IG H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[F am ily motto o f the M aharajahs o f B enares .]

. T H E  B E S T  FOOD F O B  M A N .

B y M rs. A. K ik g s i'o k d , M. D , P .  T. S.*

Bkfoke we can form any correct and valuable idea aa 
to wlmt is ‘ best’ in food, in morals or in any th ing  else, 
we must learn to reason and to th ink  for ourselves, in
dependently  of respect for prevailing- habits  and beliefs. 
Tlio lir.st and the  chief quality necessary to the  man who 
seeks to a tta in  excellence iu any practice or vocation is 
<-uuraije, aud if lie has plenty of it and uses it  in the  r igh t  
direction, he will, in due time, become a k in g  of men, in 
the truest and worthiest sense, tha t  is by virtue, not of 
physical, but of moral force.

Now 1 preach a doctrine which it requires some 
courage to put into practice. I t  i<, however, a doctrine 
based on reason and on science, and  ihere need be no 
fear tha t  its adoption can lay open to tlio charge of 
fanaticism. Courage, supported  by sound knowledge 
and directed by high aims, is the  characteristic  virtue 
of saints, heroes and redeemers of men ; bu t when back
ed by ignorance and prejudice it  degenerates into mere 
bravado aud fool-liardiness. 1 ask my renders, therefore, 
to be courageous in seeking for the tru th ,  and, regardless 
of common opinions aud popular beliefs, to follow with 
unbiassed reason tlie exposition I  am about to make.

W e aro going to consider w hat is the  best food for 
man. By th a t  phrase wo mean tho kind of diet upon 
which the human being- 'will be enabled to  develope 
himself most fully and evenly in his physical, in tellec
tual, moral and  spiritual a ttr ibutes .

Man is a twofold being. H e  has a physical na tu re  
related to tho world and to the necessities pf social and 
political life, aud lie lias a spiritual or moral nature 
related to the Ideal and to the  necessities of intellectual 
and religious life. T ha t  mode of living which is best 
for man must therefore be best for him on bo th  planes, 
and must prove its claims by tlie triple appeal to Science, 
Social Economy and  Morals.

In  presenting' the  substance of tlie requirem ents exact
ed by these three factors of human development, I  shall 
have to go over g round  th a t  is very trite  an d  familiar 
to students of dietetics, and if there  be any such among 
the readers they m ust pardon me the lack of orig inality  
inevitable to my subject.

To begin with the lower and physical characteristics 
of maukind, we must first enquire w ha t  the  na tura l 
anatomy or structure  of tho hum an being  is, and what 
kind of food is indicated by tho formation of liis organs,

* P re s id en t of lhe  “ Loudon Lodgo” T heosophical Socicty, •

as the most p roper  and suitable. I n  order to arrive afc 
a conclusion in this m a tte r ,  we must compare his bodily 
s truc ture  with th a t  of other animals, and if we should 
find any  of these resem bling him in organisation, wo 
m ust then enquire w ha t  k ind  of food is habitual to 
them. N ow  tliere is a whole class of animals so exactly 
like man in s truc tu re  that^scipntilie observers havo all 
agreed in placing him, ̂ .physically, on the samo footing 
with them, and including lum  in the nomenclature given tn 
their order. These animals are Apes, aud in general all tho 
monkey tribe. The teeth , intestines, stomach, brain and 
general conformation of this Order nre liko thofce of Man- 
F or  scientilic men, tliereforo, man is simply a large, deve
loped, and advanced Ape. No other k ind  of animal, 
presents so typical and  so g rea t  a similarity to our raco. 
The internal organs and  tee th  of most othfsr animals, aiul 
especially those of beasts of prey, dilfor widely from ours, 
both in form and in s tructure . The Ape alone has hands 
like ours, feet like ours, limbs aud face like ours, brain, 
digestive organs and teeth  like ours. I  do liot say this, 
only because I  havo been ta u g h t  it, or have , read it iu 
books. I  have myself cut up many bodies of dead men 
and ha,vg comparod them with the dead bodies of apes. I  
have minutely examined, counted and measured tho jaws 
of men aud of various o the r  animals, and havo thus 
become convinced of tlie perfect resemblance existing  
between hum an beings and the monkey tribe on the om* 
hand, and of the g rea t  dissimilarities which, ou the 
other hand, separate him from all o ther orders of 
creatures. Now, what is the  food of the Ape tr ibe,— of 
this order which includes man ? I t  is vegetable food ; 
tho frnit and nuts  of trees for tho most part, sometimes 
grain and roots, tender  herbs, and more rarely birds, eggs 
and honey. N o monkey, e x c 3p t under very g rea t  p res
sure of hunger ,  will touch Hesli. I  havo been told by 
an eminent physician and professor of comparative an a 
tomy, th a t  a lthough  he had often tried, he could never 
get a monkey to eat flesh-meat. Monkeys are often 
fierce and mischievous, and will kill small animal$ .out of 
vindictiveness or wantonuess, bu t not for food. Afc the 
Zoological Gardens of London, aud in all menageries, 
monkeys are considered as vegetarians by nature, and 
are fed on such th ings  as apples, rice, potatoes, nuts , 
salad, and so on. F lesh  is never given to them. W o 
m ust thou consider th a t  au anatomy, or s tructure , such as 
theirs  is, is naturally  suited to vegetarian habits. A nd 
yet, we, who have exactly the same anatomy, feed, as a 
rule, like dogs, wolves and tigers ! How is this ? E ither  
the monkeys are in the wrong, or wo. But the  monkey 
acts by instinct and never transgresses  the  law of his b e 
ing, because ho is incapable of voluntary departu re  
from th a t  law. I t  is therefore  we'who have transgress
ed th a t  law, and who are in the  wrong. And it  
i t  is our knowledge of tlie uses of fire as applied to 
cookery th a t  has made this traugressiou possible. No 
man could eat and  relish raw  flesh and blood.; Firo 
alone makci? them  palatable  to him, Y e t  the  a r t  of



cookery wns probably tho first s tep  made by man 
towards a h ig h er  condition than th a t  of the  a p e ; and 
if with the acquisition of th is  a r t  came th a t  of adap ting  
flesh to culinary purposes, it  may be argued  th a t  the 
new mode of diet was an advance and not a re trogres
sion. Now Professor Newman has handled  th is  objec
tion, and has done i t  so well th a t  I cannot do b e tte r  
th an  quote w hat lie has to say on the subject. He 
writes t h u s :

“ T1\g tru e  te s t  of an y th in g  being n a tu ra l to m nn in his m ore m atu re , 
n o t h is im m atu re , era. I to  is a progressive b eing . F lesh -m oat helped 
liim  th ro u g h  his loss developed s ta te ;  b u t to  a t te m p t  to keep  tip in the  
la t t e r  and m ore developed stage, th e  hab its of the  ea rlie r and  ruder, 
5s pernicious . . . Tho d ie t of flesh - i u  ca t belongs to  th e  tim e  bf b ar
b arism ,— tho  tim e of low cu ltiva tion  nnd th in  p o p u la tio n ; nnd it  
n a tu ra lly  decreases w ith  h ig h er cu ltiv a tio n .”

The t ru th  is, as Professor Newman seems hero 
to  indicate, tha t  the systematic and  immutable Law of 
N atu ro  is one of circles, necessitating a descending and 
ascending arc. IVhenever there is to be a rise, there is a 
fa l l  firs t. I t  is an axiom with scientific writers 0 11  evolu
tion, or the doctrino of development of forms,— th a t  all 
transit ion  or in term ediary  types are weak, unstable, and 
destined to p.ass away. N atu re  feels her way as it  were, 
J3I 10  proceeds by slow and imperfect growths, essays on 
which sho ‘ tries her  ’prentice hand ’ ; beforo her  new Idea 
is fully realised. Man in a stato of barbarism, immedi
ately after  em erg ing  from the purely na tu ra l  condition 
controlled by unerring in s t in c t ;— m an ju s t  beginning to 
g rasp  the mastery of mechanical forces,— is in some 
respects lower than  tho iunocont animal whose natura l 
bro ther he is. H e  is swayed by appetites which instinct 
has ceased to control, and as yet his h igher  reason is 
unawakened. H e  has broken the na tura l law, and has 
not yet apprehended the  moral law. In  such a condition 
ho represents the  descending curve of the  Law of Deve
lopment. H e  is in a transition state, he has passed into' 
an  intermediary stage of evolution, and  is under-, 
going tho fall preparatory to the rise. There  are, in tho 
divine order of things, threo qualities or degrees of p ro
gress, threo stops as it  were, 0 11  the  ladder reaching from 
earth  to lieaveil. These degrees are, in order of develop
ment, the physical, the  intellectual, and the  moral. And 
the motive power of their evolution, or manifestation, is 
the sp ir itu a l force of the universe. Now tho first of 
those degrees is developed in instinctive nature, in tho 
races, whether vegetable or animal, which are governed 
by  involuntary obedience, to spiritual impulse or Law, 
•and whose consciousness is not reflective, or as it  is 
commonly called,— reasoning. I n  this departm ent of
Lifo, N atu re  is supreme, and the development of races is 
conducted by na tura l processes to the  h ighest point 
indicated by the  spiritual force inherent in the universe. 
This h ighes t point is th a t  occupied by the  order of 
Prim ates  or F rugivora ;— a-word m eaning eaters of fruit. 
Those are the  Ape family, which, as I  have said, includes 
Man by physical structure  and conformation. But, 
hav ing  reached this point, N a tu re  has a tta ined her  u lti
m atum  of objective development. As supreme arbitress 
phe can g o u o  further, for she has touched the bourne of 
tho n ex t  degree— reasoning intellect— and this belongs 
to  the domain of Self-consciousness and  Free-will, 
The immediate product of this new quality is Man. At 
the  outset, he too is a fruit-eater, b u t  before long he 
discovers, by means of the newly evoked faculty of mind,
■— tho uses of fire, and the possibility of satisfying his 
appetite  with food, which his ancestors, ta u g h t  by 
N a tu re ,  abhorred. Thereupon he departs  from the 
natura l law of his being, and enters on a  course of a r t i 
ficial habit. Then there begins, on a new plane, to wit, 
tlio p lane of human and interior- evolution, a process 
closely resembling th a t  which has already been  worked 
cu t on the na tura l  and exterior plane. Scientific writers 
of the Middle A ges had two expressive words, by  which 
they designated and  explained these two planes. They 
called the natura l and  objective plane, the  Macrocosm, 
{ind tlie hum an a n d  subjective plane, th e  Microcosm!

These words are compounded from Greek terms, and 
they mean respectively the Great and the Little World. 
Now you do not need to be told tha t  it is the same 
Spiritual Force which works both in Naturo, as seen in 
the  Great W orld  or Macrocosm, and in tlie L ittle  W orld, 
or Microcosm, Man.

But whereas in the  g rea t  world, this force works 
arbitrarily  and by instinct, producing tho best nnd 
h ighest by means of natural development, it works in 
tho .microcosm, or in Man, self-consciously and subjec
tively, and produces the  best and highest by means oi 
reasoning processes. In  simpler language, the human 
being reasons his way to tho distinction between good 
and evil,— the lion-human beings a ttain to good by in
stinctive guidanco.

Now, observe what takes place as soon as the self
conscious or intellectiud plane is reached. The opera
tion of the spiritual force, h itherto  instinctive, becomes 
reasoning, and it  has therefore to work its way by 
moans of the new function. There is bu t one hue 
th roughout the  universe, thongh  there  are diverse modes 
of its m an ifes ta t ions ;  becauso there is b u t  one Force, 
and law is the  condition of its being. The Microcosm 
starts ,  therefore, exactly as did the  Macrocosm, and 
dovelops itself from low to high, from rudim entary  to 
perfect, precisely in the same maunor, only with this 
difference, th a t  the  law of evolution is transferred from 
the domain of tho simple consciousness of N ature , to 
th a t  of the complex or se//-consciousness of H um anity . 
U nder  this new mode of conditions, spiritual force has 
to work its way anew 011 the h igher human plane from 
the beginning, as it has already done on the lower 
na tura l  plane. In na ture  it  began with the m anifesta
tion of physical form, and ended with tha t  of intelligence ; 
in man it begins with tho manifestation of intelligence, 
aud will end with th a t  of morality. Man has to bring 
him self, by free-will, th a t  is, by intellectual aud moral 
progress, to the self-same point to which Nature had 
b rough t him physically, by instinct. Thus yon see 
what I  m eant when 1 said th a t  the  divine order is 
represented by a circle, and th a t  before there is a rise, 
there must be a fall. But the he igh t  to which Man 
will ultimately a tta in  by  thc exercise of his free-will 
and self-knowledge, is vastly g rea ter  than tha t  from 
which ho originally fell,— tho condition of innocent p e r
fection to which N a tu re  had brought his ancestors the 
Primates ; becauso the  new circle upon which he entered 
by tha t  fall is 011 a  h igher  plane, and does uot merely 
moot again a t  the s ta r t ing  point, like a serpent swallow
ing  his tail. ,

I t  is a  spiral circle, and the ascending curve of 
it  will lift the human being above the mere N a
tu re- taugh t animal.

The first s ta te  of man, then, after voluntary departure  
from the natural law, is a s ta te  of barbarism. H is  in
telligence is aw akened, bn t his moral functions aro still 
la ten t and nuevoked. The barbarian’s conceptions of 
honor and of his ne ighbour’s r igh t  are consequently 
almost n il. He is a marauder, a creature living by spoil, 
by  depredation and by violence. Savages are hunters, 
not gardeners. They do not cultivate the  soil, nor p lant 
orchards; first, because thoy lack the wit and the skill 
necessa ry ; secondly, because not be ing  moralists, they 
would rob one another by violence, and so the property 
acquired by the labour of the weaker would pass into the 
hands of the stronger, to the injury of the former ; 
thirdly, because most savage tribes are wanderers, moving 
abont constantly from place to place ; fourthly, because 
the ir  num bers aro not g rea t,  and game is plentiful in all 
wild countries, so th a t  there  is snjiply in excess of the 
n e e d ; aud lastly> because savages are always idle and 
mischievous, and  to kill game is easier and more exciting 
than  to till the  ground and raise corn-crops.

Snch is the  transition  sta te  of the hum an race, tho 
interm ediary unstable type between tho mere animal 
&ud the  perfected  man, A nd  wherever its  traces



survive, there, in proportion to tlie degree in which they  
shew themselves, survive tlie features aud characteristics 
of the  rudimentary man.

In  enumerating tlie five causes of flesh-eating- habits 
am ong barbarians, I  have indicated by correlation some 
of the opposite advantages of a re tu rn  to na tura l law in 
the m at te r  of food. -

T he vegetarian dietary, for which alone we are ana
tomically designed, is one affording healthful and innocent 
occupation to both men and women. Tilling, ploughing, 
sosviug, planting, reaping, th resh ing , s tacking, p runing , 
g leaning, mowing, d igging, and so on, are employments 
in themselves invigorating and s treng then ing  to the 
body, while they supply the means of utilising a g rea t  
num ber of labourers, ancl thus of supporting  a  far larger 
population of peasantry than can find remunerative work 
where land is uncultivated. I t  is therefore a  pre-emi
nently civilised dietary, because the  exercise of hus
bandry  and the cultivation of edible crops assumes tho 
existence of Peace and Order, a fa therland, and respect 
for personal rights of property. N o r  is it  only 
because land under tillage aud  fru itage  affords occu
pation to a g rea te r  proportion of workers, th a t  it 
is to be regarded as of moro economical and political valuo 
than wasto or pasture lands. Scientific calculations 
have proved tha t  aa  area of land which under corn, root or 
fruit crops, is capable of affording food enough for a 
hundred persons, would, if devoted to rear ing  cattle, be 
capable of sustain ing only th ir ty - th ree  persons. In  a 
paper entitled “ Food-Tlirift ,”  contributed  to lite ra
tu re  by Dr. Richardson, he speaks a t  leng th  of tho  
in tim ate  relation which exists between th e  nature  of tho 
national food supply and the  numbers of the  population 
aud says :

11 I t  is th e  fittest fo r w ork and fo r ea rn in g  wlio leave onr shores 
ns em ig ran ts  ; th e  u n fittes t fo r w ork and tho le a s t pow erful rem ain . 
Thus th e  d ra in  on tho first processes of na tional p e rm a n e n t p ro sp e rity  
ia th a t  which is opened by em igration , ancl ia th a t  w hich  is e x h a u s t
ing tho h e a rt of tho Com m onw ealth  . . .  Wo o ugh t ron lly  to  consider 
tho question  of u tilising , on a  large scalo, a ll vegetab les, w hich  in 
n u tr ie n t valuo, stand  above anim al p ro d u c ts . W e have to learn , aa a 
first t ru th , th a t  tho  o ftcn er wo go to tho vegetab le  w orld for our food, 
tlie  o ften er we go to tho  first, aud  therefo re , to tho ch eap e st source of 
supply . The com m only accopted notion th a t  w hen wo e a t anim al fiesh 
we nro ea ting  food a t  i ts  prim e sou rce ,canno t bo too speedily  d is s ip a te d ; 
or too soon rep laced  by th e  kuowlodgo th a t  th e ro  is no p rim itiv e  form  
of food, a lbum inous, s ta rch y , osseous, in tlio anim al w orld  itsolf, and 
th a t  all th e  process of ca tch ing  au an im al, o r o f brooding  it, rea rin g  
it, keep ing  it, d ressing  it and selling  it, m ean no m ore n o r less th an  
en tire ly  an  ad d itional ex p end itu re  th roughou t, for being  in to  wliut wo 
have been ta u g h t to consider accep tab le  form  of food, tho  veritab le  
food w hich tho an im al itso lf found, w ith o u t an y  such p rep ara tio n , iu 
the  vegetable w orld.”

Now, a vegetarian dietary  is not only politically and 
nationally the most economical, bu t  it is also enormous
ly cheaper than a diet composed of or including flesh- 
B u tchcr’s meat, poultry and gam e are tlie most expen
sive and wasteful forms of food known. I t  is chiefly 
due to tlie fact th a t  our lower, or labouring classes, spend 
a g rea t  deal of their hard-earned wages in buy ing  flcsh- 
food, th a t  they  are so much less prosperous and well to 
do as a rule, than  the F rench  peasantry. I  have 
passed a good deal of time in hospitals bo th  in E ng land  
aud in France, and have often questioned the poor 
patients  who came for out-door advice, about the ir  mode 
of living. 1 find th a t  in towns a t  homo very often the  
bulk of the week’s housekeeping money goes to pay for 
the Sunday’s joint, and all the  other six days’ meals are 
eked out of poor and  unwholesome materials iu order 
th a t  this extravagance may be met. Sometimes on 
week days tripe is eaten, or a sheep’s head, or liver, or 
black puddings, or some other horrible offal, the little 
children of the  family p a r tak ing  with tho elders. N ot 
ouly is such food, in itself, most indigestible and  unfit 
for human beings, bu t  it is extremely liable to bo infest
ed with worms and fluke. All animals which aro a r t i 
ficially bred aud stall-fed are peculiarly liable to dis
eases. Tho diseases are  chiefly parasitical or worm-dis- 
eases, of which tliero are many k inds ; tubercule, or 
pearl-diseasc, analogous to consumption iu  hum an

beings, splenic fever, or anthrax, and other epidemics. 
And the animals which chiefly suffer from these maladies 
are tho pig, the  sheep, the  ox and cow, and the  domestic 
rabbit. Now, a l though  all the  flesh of snch diseased 
animals is dangerous, their  internal organs an d  in 
testines are by far tho most dangerous. An enormous 
percentage of sheep killed for the  m arket have fluke in 
tho liver, though not elsewhere, and the greater  num ber 
of old worn out milch cows, slaughtered for economy’s 
sake, have tuberculous lungs, and, consequently, disease 
th roughou t all the ir  bodies.

Dr. Creighton, speaking before the Medical Congress 
of 1831, said I sent a trustw orthy  person to somo 
slaughter-houses in London, oue day, with instructions 
to b r in g  me specimens of pearl nodules, (tubercular 
deposits). Ho b ro u g h t  specimens from four old cows 
which wero slaughtered  in his presence. The lungs 
were riddled with purulent cavities ; the  flesh would bo 
sold a t  about four pence a pound to be made into sau
sages and saveloys. . . The  inferior parts  of the carcase, 
snch as the d iaphragm  or ‘ sk ir t , ’ are especially liable to 
havo the  actual tubercu lar  nodules adhering to them, 
and more or less intimately blended with the m eat.  
These parts  are sold a t  a  cheap ra te  to the  poor.’ In  
the discussion which followed Dr. Creigh ton’s paper, 
Dr. A. C arpen ter  observed th a t  ‘ it  had been shewn by 
evidence given in a Court of law, th a t  n inety  per  cent, 
of the animals which were s laughtered for tlie M etro
politan M eat M arket, were more or less affected with 
tubercule. I t  was shewn too th a t  this was alm ost uni
versally the  case with cows which had becomo barren .’

Dr. Trail  of New Y ork , w riting  on the samo subject, 
says :— ‘ All fa ttened  animals nro diseased, nearly nil 
havo measly livers, many have measly lungs, and some 
are measly all th rough . A nd  w hat are these ‘ measles V 
Insects, worms, and parasitic  animals, and no th ing  else. 
These creatures and the ir  eggs may pervado all the  t is
sues, and  burrow in any of the  organs. F requently  they 
work the ir  way into the brain and spinal marrow of 
slieop, inducing th e  disease known as s taggers. W h e n  
they take  up the ir  abode in tho cells aud canals and 
cavities of the body, they  developo in size or shape 
according to the ir  dwelling-places. In  the intestine, they  
elongate into various species of worms. Thoy aro very 
hard  indeed to destroy, and are transferred  alone from 
tho carcase of the dead animal affected, to tho person who 
eats of it. (Sometimes the eggs only are so transferred , 
and theso h a tch  and develope in the  hum an intestine, 
and become worms of five or seven feet long-. This is 
tho origin of the  tape-worm.) The ordinary process 
of salting does not kill them , nor does cooking de
stroy them , except a t  a  very h igh  degree of hea t .’ 
The many horrible and  contagious maladies to which 
cattle artificially reared, are liable, and  tho shock
ing  disasters to hum an  lifo and health  which tliu 
habit  of flesh-eating has engendered  aro so numerous, 
th a t  in o rder  to tell you all about them, i t  would bo 
necessary to write  a book on the  subject. As my timo 
is very limited now, I  will content myself with quoting 
only one moro au thority  on the  question,—a very impor
ta n t  au thority ,— Mr. Bruce, who a t  tho timo of the P a r 
liamentary discussion of the ‘ Cattle Diseases Prevention 
Bill’ (1864) was U nder-Secre tary  for the Home D ep a r t
ment.

‘ T he  ag g re g a te  annual value of tho cattle lost by  
diseases in tho U nited  Kingdom, was,’ he said, ‘ about 
£6,120,000. T he  most fatal of these diseasos was pleuro
pneumonia (inflammation of the  lungs and  lung cavity) 
from which a t  least half the  cattle d ied ...............W ith  re 
spect to the  cause of this disease, doctors differed among 
themselves, some said it  was contagious, others, tha t ifc 
was e p id e m ic ...............I t  was, however, undoubtedly p ro 
pagated by transmission of cattle by ship from foreigu 
countries. They were often driven a considerable way 
to the port of em barkation, hudd led  into ships, taken  
across tho seas, exposed to g re a t  heat,  th irst,  and suf



ferings on board ship ; taken  ashore, pu t into trucks in 
which infected cattle had recently travelled, and thus, on 
phip-board, ill the trucks, a t  fairs and other places of sale, 
disease was necessarily propagated. O ther diseases,— 
the  foot and month disease, the scab in sheep, and 
measles in pigs, must also bo considered . . .  In  London, 
tho seizures of diseased meat were very large, rep re sen t
ing  probably  bu t a small part  of the  animals killed in a 
diseased s ta te .’ He would read to tho House an extrac t 
from l ’rof. Gam gee’s report. H e says ,— 1 In  London, I 
havo seen butchers dress extremely diseased carcases, 
nnd ‘ polish’ tlio meat. This filthy practice consists in 
k il l ing  a fat ox at the same time th a t  a diseased animal 
is killed. Boiling water is a t  hand , and when the dis
eased animals have been skinned, tlieir flesh is rubbed 
over witli fa t from the healthy ox, and  hot cloths are 
used to keep the fat warm and to d is tr ibu te  it over the 
carcase, tha t  it  may acqniro an artificial gloss, and an 
nppearanco of not being deprived of fat. I n  Edinburgh ,
I  have seen sickly lambs, without a particle of fa t upon 
them , dressed up with the fa t of healthy sheep in much 
tho same way. From tho private slaughter-houses in 
London I  have known the diseased organs themselves 
sent to the sausage maker. In  company with another 
mem ber of my profession, I  have seen a carcase dressed, 
and portions of it prepared for sale as sausage m eat and 
otherwise, a lthough thoracic disease had gone to such an 
ex ten t tha t gallons of fetid fluid were removed from the 
pleural sacs (the chest), and tha t  large abscesses existed 
in the lungs. .

And this is the kind of food to buy which, the  poor 
aud labouring classes of E ng land  frequently  s tin t  th em 
selves both in nourishmcvut and iu clothing, and sacrifice 
the ir  health and tlieir lives! Is  it  any wonder, tha t  
feeding on such diseased and loathsome offal as this, 
they  and, still more often, the ir  babies, aro scrofulous^ 
riekctty , consumptive, feeble, often afflicted with horri
ble skin eruptions and disfiguring sores? A n d  is it 
not s tar tl ing  to th ink th a t  for about a th ird  of the 
money they spend ou th is  vile stuff, they m ight buy 
meal and peas and lentils and potatoes and  onions enough 
to keep the whole household well and deliciously fed 
every  day of the week ?

(To be continued.)
------•------

T H E  M A T U R E  A N D  P H E N O M E N A L  G R O W T H S ,

A  R ussian Theosophist in a le tter  dated November 
1883, writes as follows :—-

T h e  P e t e r s b u r g  a n d  M oscow  p a p e r s  a r e  srrently  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
t l i e  m i r a c u lo u s  g r o w t h  of  a  ch i ld ,  wli ich h a s  b e e n  sc ien t i f ica l ly  
l-ocorded by  M e d ic a l  p a p e r s .  O n  th e  o u t s k i r t s  of S ib e r ia ,  in  a sm a l l  
T i l lag e  iu  t h e  f a m i ly  of a  p e a s a n t  n a m e d  S a v e l ie f f ,  a  d a u g h t e r  w as  
b o m  in O c to b e r  1881. T b e  c h i ld ,  t h o u g h  v e ry  l a r g e  no i t s  b i r th ,  
b e g a n  e x h ib i t i n g  a  p h e n o m e n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n l j ’ a t  t h e  a g e  of 
t h r e o  m o n t h s  w h e n  sh e  b e g a n  t e e t h i n g .  A t  f ive m o n t h s  s h e  h a d  
a l l  h e r  t e e t h ;  a t  s e v e n  s h e  b e g a n  to  w a l k ,  a n d  a t  e i g h t  
w a l k e d  a s  well  a s  a n y  of u s ,  p r o n o u n c e d  w o rd s  a s  m i g h t  only  a  
c h i ld  tw o  y e a r s  old, a n d  m e a s u r e d  — n e a r ly  a  y a r d  in  tior  h e i g h t  ! 
W h e n  e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s  old she  s p o k e  f l u e n t ly ,  s to o d  on e  a r s h e n e  
n n d  a  h a l f  ( o v e r  fo u r  feet) in h e r  s t o c k in g s ,  w a s  p r o p o r t i o n 
a t e ly  l a r g e  ; a n d  w i th  h e r  v e ry  d a r k  face, a n d  lo n g  h a i r  s t r e a m i n g  
d o w n  h e r  b a c k ,  t a l k i n g  a s  on ly  a  ch i ld  1 2  y e a r s  o ld  c o u ld  t a lk ,  sho 
e x h i b i t e d  m o r e o v e r  a  b u s t  a n d  bosom  as d e v e lo p e d  a s  t h o s e  of a 
p i r l  of s e v e n te e n  ! S h e  is a  m a r v e l  to  all  w ho  k n o w  h e r  f ro m  h e r  
b i r t h .  T h e  local b o a rd  o f  p h y s i c ia n s  f ro m  th o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  to w n  
to o k  c h a r g e  of  h e r  for  sc ien t i f ic  p u r p o s e s . ”

W e find the fact corroborated in the Moscow Gazette, 
th e  paper giving us, moreover, a second instance jus t  come 
u n d e r  the notice of science, of another  such phenomenal 
growth.

A  I l e r r  S c n r o m e y e r  of H a m b u r g ,  h a s  a  son ,  b o rn  in  186 9 — n o w  
a  h o y  of  13, a n d  h is  t e n t h  ch i ld .  F r o m  h i s  b i r t h  he  a r r e s t e d  
t fvery  o n e 's  a t t e n t i o n  by  h is  supernahirally  r a p id  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n 
s t e a d  of  d a m a g i n g ,  i t  s e e m e d  b u t  to .  i m p r o v e  h is  h e a l th ,  
■which h a s  b eon  a lw a y s  e x c e l l e n t .  A few m o n t h s  a f t e r  h is  b i r t h  
l i is  m u s c u la r  s j ' s t e m  in c r e a s e d  so m u c h ,  t h a t  w h e n  o n e  y e a r  old 
voico b e g a n  to  lose i t s  c h i ld i s h  t o n e s  a n d  c h a n g e d .  I t s  d e e p  
b as so  a t t r a c t e d  v e ry  soon  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of s o m e  p h y s ic ia n s .  S o o n  
a f t e r ,  h is  b e a r d  g r e w ,  and i t  became so t h i c k  ' as to  c o m p e l l  h ia

p a r e n t s  to  s h a v e  i t  e v e r y  tw o  o r  t h r e e  d a j ’s. H i s  in f a n t in e  f e a tu re s ,  
very dark,  w e re  g r a d u a l l y  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  face of a u  a d u l t ,  a n d  n t  
five ho w a s  m i s t a k e n  by  e v e r y  s t r a n g e r  fo r  a  y o u n g  m a n  of 
t w e n t y .  I l i s  l im b s  a ro  n o r m a l ,  s t r i c t l y  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  a n d  v e r y  
f ine.  A t  six  ho w a s  a  fu l l  g r o w n  a n d  p e r fe c t ly  d e v e lo p e d  y o u n g  
m a n .  P ro f e s s o r  V i r c h o ff ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  p h y s io lo g i s t ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  
b y  s e v e ra l  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  e x a m i n e d  t h e  boy se v e ra l  t im e s ,  
a n d  is r e p o r t e d ,  w h e n  d o u b t  a s  to  t h e  a g e  of  t h e  boy h a d  b e c o m e  
no  lo n g e r  p o s s ib le — to  h a v e  g iv e n  h is  c e r t i f i c a te  to th o  e f fe c t  t h a t  
t h e  y o u n g  boy  w as e n t i r e l y  a n d  fu l ly  d e v e lo p e d . ”

A similar case took placo in a Georgian family of 
Asiatics, at Tiflis in the year 1865. A boy of four was 
found to have become a full adult. He was taken  to tlio 
hospital nnd lived there  under the eye of the Government 
physicians, who subjected him to tbe most ex traord inary  
experiments,— of which, most likely, he died at the  «ge 
of seven. His paren ts— superstitions and ignoran t  p e o 
ple— had made several a ttem pts to kill him, under the 
impression he was the devil incarnate. There remains 
to this day a photograph  of this bearded baby in the 
writer’s family. Two o ther  cases— nearly similar— the 
consequences of which were that two cousins in a villfige 
of Southern France, became respectively fa ther  and 
mother a t tho age of e ight nnd seven, aro on record in 
the  Annals of Medicine. Such cases are rare ,• yet we 
know of moro than a dozen well authenticated instances 
of the same from the beginning of this century alone.

W e nre naked to explain and give thereupon our “  oc
cult views.” W e will try an explanation. We ask no oue 
to believe; we simply give our personal opinion identical 
with tha t  of other occultists, The la tter  statement, 
however, necessitates a small preface.

Every race and peoplo has its old legends and prophe
cies concerning an unavoidable “  End of the  world,”  tlie 
pious portions of civilised Christian nations having, 
moreover, evolnfced in ndvanco a whole programme for the 
destruction of our planet. Thus the Millenarinns of 
America and Europe expect an instantaneous d is in teg ra 
tion of our earth , followed by a sudden disappearance of 
the wicked and the survival of the few elect. After this 
catastrophe, wo aro assured, tho la t te r  will remain in the 
service of “ Christ, who upon his now advent will p e r 
sonally reign on earth  a thousand years” — (on its nstral 
skeleton, of course, sinco its physical body will have 
disappeared.) Tho Mohnmedans give out another t»le. 
The world’s destruction will be preceded by the advent 
of an Im am ,  whose presence nlone will cause the Midden 
death of tho whole unclean brood of Kaffirs) the promis
ed “ H eaven” of Mohamed will then shift down its 
head quarters, and the paradisaical Houris  will jonm 
about at the service of every faithful son of the Prophe t.  
H indus and B uddhists  have again a different version ; 
the former believe in the K a lk i  A vatar and the la tter in 
the advent of Mai trey ii Buddha. The true  Occultist 
however-—whether Asiatic or European (the la tter  still to 
be found, rara avis though he be) has a doctrine to this 
eifect, wliich he has hitherto  kept to liimself. I t  is a 
theory, based on tlio correct knowledge of the P ast  and 
tho never failing analogy in Naturo to guide the Initiate  
in his prevision of fu ture  events— were even his psychic 
gifts to be denied and refused to be taken into account.

Now, wliat the  Occultists say, is this : humanity is 
on the descending pathway of its cycle. The rear-gnard 
of the 5th race is crossing slowly the  apex  of its evolu
tion and will soon find itself having passed the  tu rning 
point. And, as the descent is always more rapid than the 
ascent, men of the new coming (the Gtli) race are begin
ning to drop in occasionally. Such children regarded  in 
our days by official science as exceptional monstrosities, 
are simply the  pioneers of tha t  race. Thore is a p ro 
phesy in certain Asiatic old books couched in the  follow
ing terms, the sense of which we may make clearer by 
adding to it a fow words in brackets.
. A n d  as t h e  f o u r t h  ( ra c e )  w as  c o m p o s ed  o f  R e d -y e l lo w  w h ic h  
f a d e d  in to  B r o w n - w h i t e  (b o d ie s ) ,  so  t h e  f i f th  will f a d e  o u t  in to  
w h i t e - b ro w n  ( t h e  w h i t e  r a c e s  b e c o m i n g  g r a d u a l l y  d a r k e r ) ,  T h o  
s i x t h  a n d  s e v e n t h  M a n u sh i  (m e n  P) will  bo b o rn  a d u l t s ;  a u d  will 
k n o w  of n o  o ld  a g e ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  y e a r s  w il l  be  m a n y .  A s  th e



K r i t a ,  T r o t a ,  I ) v a p a r a  a n d  K a l i  ( a g e s )  h a v e  b e e n  e a c h  d e c r e a s i n g  
in  e x c e l l e n c e  (p h y s ic a l  as well a s  m o r a l )  bo t h o  a s c e n d i n g — 
D v a p a r n ,  'i’refca, a n d  K r o t a  w il l  be  i n c r e a s i n g  in  e v e r y  ex c e l le n c e .  
A s  t h e  life  of  m a n  la  ‘l t d  400 (y e a r s  in  t h e  f i rs t ,  o r  K r i t a  Y u g a ) .  300 
( y e a r s  in  T ro ta ) ,  200 (y e a r s  in  D v a p a r a )  a n d  100 (in t h e  p r e s e n t  
K a l i  a g e ) ; so  in  t h e  n e x t  ( t h e  Ctli R a c e )  ( t h e  n a t u r a l  a g e  of m a n )  
w i l l  b e  ( g r a d u a l l y  in c rease d )  200, t h e n  300 a n d  400 ( in  t h e  tw o  
l a s t  y u g a s . ”

Thus we find* from the above th a t  the  characteristics 
of the raco tha t  will follow ours a re—a darker  skin, 
shortened period of infancy and old age, or in other 
words a growth and development th a t  in the present age 
(to  the profane) appear quite miraculous.

I t  is not the sacred legends of the E as ta lo u e  tha t throw 
out hints on the future physiology ot man. The Jewish 
Bible (See Genesis, Chap. vi. verse 4) implies as much, 
when speaking of antediluvian races (the 3rd  race) it tells 
us, “ There were giants in the earth, in those days,” and 
makes a distinct difference between “ the sons of G o d / ’ 
and “ tho daugh ters  of man.” Therefore, to us, Occul
tists, believers in the  knowledge of old, such isolated in
stances of premature development, aro but so many more 
proofs of the end of one cycle a u d —the beginning of 
another.

------♦------
A  G R E A T  R I D D L E  S O L V E D .

B^ D a m o d a r  K. M a v a l a n k a r ,  F .  T. S., C i i e l a .

O n my re turn  to the H ead-quarters  from the North, 
where I had accompanied Gol. Olcott on his Presidential 
Tour, I  learut with regre t  and sorrow of fu r ther  and 
still moro m alignant strictures by certain Spiritualists on 
the  claims of the Founders of the Theosophical Society 
to be in personal relations with the  M ahatm as of the 
sacred H imavat. F or  me, personally, the problem is of 
course now solved. I t  being impossible, I  shall not even 
undertako to prove iny case to those who, owing to 
prejudice aud misconception, have determ ined  to shut 
their  eyes before the most g laring facts, for none are so 
blind as those who will not see, as the saying has it. I 
should a t  the same time consider to have ill-performed 
my duty were I not to pu t my facts before those earnest 
seekers after tru th , who by sincere aspiration and devoted 
study, hiive been bringing themselpes closer and closer to 
the Occult World. The best way, I  believe, to carry con
viction to an in telligent mind ia to narra te  the facts iu 
as plain aud simple a way as possible, leaving specula
tions entirely out of consideration.

At the outset I must state what is known to many of 
my friends and brothers of the Theosophical Society, viz., 
tha t  for the last four years I  have been the C h e l a  of 
]\Jr. S innett’s correspondent. Now and then  I have had 
oeeasiou to refer publicly to this fact, aud to the other 
one of my having seen some o f t l i e  other V e n e r a t e d  

M a h a t m a s  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a s ,  both iu their astral and 
physical bodies. However all th a t  I  could urge in 
favour of my point, viz., that these G r e a t  M a s t e r s  are 
not disembodie I spirits but living m en— would fail to 
curry conviction to a Spiritualistic mind blinded by its 
pre judices and preconceptions. I t  has been suggested tha t  
either or both of the Founders may be mediums in whose 
presenco forms could be seen, which are by them 
mistaken for real living entities. And when I  asserted that
I had these appearances even when alone, it was argued 
tha t  1 too was developing into a, medium,

Ju this connection a certain remark by Mr. C. C. 
Massey in a \e t lcv toL iyh t  of November 17, is very sugges
tive, inasmuch as th a t  gentleman is not only far from 
being inimical to us bu t  is a Theosophist of long s tanding, 
Lent solely on discovering tru th  aud— nothing bu t the 
truth. The following ex trac t from the said le tter will show 
liovv g reat are the misconceptions even of some of our own 
fellow-members :—

“N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w ero  i t [a n  o pen  q u e s t io n ,  f r e e  f ro m  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
s t a t e m e n t ,  so  t h a t  s u c h  a  s u g g e s t i o n  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  w i t h o u t  
otl'enoo b y  on e  w h o  w o u ld ,  if p o s s ib le ,  a v o id  o ffence ,  I  sh o u ld

* T l io  s e v e n  l i n u n d s  d e c r e a s e  a n d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t l i e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d u r a -  
tioii3,  a s  w e l l  a a  t h e  t o v e n  r a c c s  in  e a c h .  T h u s  t h e  4 t h  R o n n d s  a s  w e l l  
a s  o v e r y  4 t h  r a c e  a r e  i h e  s h o r t e s t ,  w h i l e  t h o  1 s t  a u d  7 t h  K o u n d  a s  t h e  
1 s t  a u d  7 t h  r o o t  r a g e s  a r e  t h e  l o n g e s t .

a v o w  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  o r  a r e  n o t  
t h e  ip s is s im a  verba  o f  a n y  a d e p t ,  w e re  a t  a l l  e r e n t s  p e n n e d  b y  
M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ,  o r  b y  o t h e r  a c c e p te d  chelas. A t  l e a s t  I  
s h o u ld  t h i n k  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a  m e d i u m  fo r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  
n o t  m e r e l y  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s m i s s i o n .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h r o u g h  th e  
k i n d n e s s  o f  M r .  S i n n e t t  I  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  . f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
h a n d w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  b e a r s  n o t  t h e  r e m o t e s t  
r e s e m b la n c e  to M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ’s, w o u ld  n o t  i n f lu e n c e  m e  
a g a i n s t  t h a t  o p in io n ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  w h ic h  e v e r y  o n e  a c q u a i n t e d  
w i th  t h o  p h e n o m e n a  o f  w r i t i n g  u n d e r  p s y c h ic a l  c o n d i t i o n s  
will  a p p r e c i a t e .  B u t  J a m  b o u n d  to a d m it  th a t there are c ir c u m 
sta n c es  connected  w i th  the  receip t by  M r . S in n e t t  o f  o ther le tters  
signed , ' K .  H . ’ w h ic h  a re  a s  reg a rd s those, a p p a re n tly  in c o n 
s is te n t w i th  a n y  in s t r u m e n ta l i ty  o f  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y  herse lf, 
w h e th e r  as m e d iu m  or o th erw ise  a n d  the h a n d w r it in g  is  i n  both  
cases the sa m e .” '

Bearing well iu mind the  italicized portion in the 
above quotation, I  would respectfully invite the Spiritu 
alists to explain the fact of not only myself, bu t Col. Olcott, 
Mr. Brown, and other gentlemen having on this tour 
received severally and on various occasions letters iu 
reply to conversations and questions on the same day or 
the same hour, sometimes when alone and sometimes in 
company with others, when Mine. Blavatsky was thou
sands of miles a w a y ; the  handwriting  in all cases being 
the  same and  identical with th a t  of the communications 
in Mr. S in n e t t ’s possession.

W hile  on my tour with Col. Olcott, several phenomena 
occurred,— in his presence as well as in his a b s e n c e -  
such as immediate answers to questions in my Master’s 
handw riting  and  over his signature, pu t by a number of 
our Fellows, and some of which are referred to in the last 
number of the Theosophist, while others need not be 
mentioned in a document going into tho hands of the 
profane reader. These occurrences took place before we 
reached Lahore, where we expected to meet in body my 
much doubted M a s t e r .  There I  was visited by him in  
body, fo r  three n ights  consecutively fo r  about three hours 
every time while I  ‘m yse lf  retained f u l l  consciousness, nnd 
in one case, even went to meet him outside the house. To 
my knowledge there  is no case on the Spiritualistic ro- 
cords of a medium remaining perfectly conscious, and 
meeting, by previous arrangement, his Spirit-visitor in 
the compound,re-entering the house with him, offering him 
a seat and  then holding a long converse with the “ dis
embodied spir i t”  in a way to give him the impression 
tha t he is in personal contact with an embodied 
entity ! Moroover H i m  whom I  saw in person a t  Lahore 
was the  same I  had seen in astral form a t  the H ead
quarters  of the Theosophical Society, and the same 
again whom I, iu my visions and trances, had seen at 
His house, thousands of miles off, to reach which in my 
astral Ego I  was permitted, owing, of course, to H i s  direct 
help and protection. In  those instances with my psychic 
powers hard ly  developed yet, I  had always seen Him 
as a ra ther  hazy form, a lthough H is  features were perfectly 
distinct and their  remembrance was profoundly graven 
on my soul’s eye and memory ; while now at Lahore, 
Jummoo, and elsewhere, the  impression was utterly 
different. Iu  the form er cases, when m aking  Prandm  
(salutation) my hands passed through his form, while on 
the  la tter occasions they met solid garm ents and flesh. 
H ere  I  saw a living m an  before me, the  same in features, 
though  fur more imposing in His general appearance and 
bearing than H im  I  had so often looked upon in the 
portrait in Mme. B lavatsky’s possession and in the one 
with Mr. Sinnett. I  shall uot here dwell upon the  fact 
of His having been corporeally seen by both Col. Olcott 
and Mr. Brown separately, for two nights  a t  Lahore, as 
they  cau do so better,  each for himself, if they so choose. 
A t Jummoo again, where we proceeded from Lahore, 
Mr. Brown saw Him on the  evening of the third day of 
our arrival there, and from Him received a letter in His 
familiar handwriting, not to speak of His visits to mo 
almost every day. And what happened the next morn
ing  almost every one in Jum m oo is aware of. The fact 
is, tha t  I  had the  good fortune of being sent for, aud 
perm itted to visit a Sacred Ashrum  where I  r e 
mained for a few days in  the  blessed copmany of several



of the much doubted M a h a t m a s  of H im avat aud Their 
disciples. There I met not only my beloved Gurudeva 
aud Col. Olcott’s Master, b u t  several others of tho F r a 
ternity , including Oue of the Highest. I  reg re t  the  ex
tremely personal nature  of my visit to those thrice 
blessed regions prevents my saying more of it. Suffice 
it  tha t  the plnce I  was perm itted  to visit is in ihe H i m a 

l a y a s , not in any fanciful Summer L a id  nnd th a t  I  
saw Him in my owu s?/m/asaWra(physical body) and found 
my M aste r  identical with tho form I had seen in the 
I'arlier duys of my Chelaship. Thus, I saw my beloved 
Guru not only ns a living m an ,bu t  actually as a young  ono 
in comparisou with some other Sadhus of the blessed 
company, only far kinder, and not above a merry remark 
and conversation »t times. Thus on th c  second day of my 
arrival, after the meal hour I  was permitted to hold au 
intercourse for over au hour with my Master. Asked 
by Him smilingly, what it was th a t  made mo look at Him 
so perplexed, I  asked in my tu rn  :— u How is it M a s t e r  

that some of the members of our Society havo taken into 
their heads a notion that you wore ‘ an elderly m an,’ and 
th a t  they have even seen you clairvoyantly looking an 
old man p issed  sixty ?” To which he pleasantly smiled 
und snid, th a t  this latest misconception was due to the 
reports of a certain Brahmachari, a pupil of a V edantic  
Swami in Ihe N. W . P.*— who had met last y e n - in Tibet 
the chief of a sect, an elderly Lam a, who was liis (my 
M aste r’s) travelling companion a t  th a t  time. The 
said Brtthmachari having spoken of the encounter in 
India, had led several persons to mistake the L .ina  
for himself. As to his being perceived clairvoyantly 
as nn “ elderly man,”  tha t could nover be, he added, as 
real clairvoyance could lead no one iuto such mistaken 
n o t i o n s a n d  then he kindly reprim anded me for giving 
any importance to the nge of a Guru, adding tha t  appear
ances were often false, &c. and explaining other points.

These are all stern facts and no third course is open 
to the reader. W h a t  I  assert is e ither true or false. In  
the funner case, no Spiritualistic hypothesis can hold 
good, and it will havo to bo adm itted  tha t  the Himalayan 
Bro thers  are living men and neither disembodied spirits 
nor the creatures of the  over-heated imagination of 
fanatics. Of course I  am fully aware tiiat many will 
discredit my account, bu t 1 write only for the benefit of 
those few who know me well enough to see in me neither 
a hallucinated medium nor a t t r ib u te  to me any bad 
motive, and who have ever been true and loyal to 
tlieir convictions and to the cause they  have so nobly 
espoused. As for tho majority  who laugh  at, and ridicule, 
what they have neither the inclination nor the  capacity to 
understand, I  hold them in very small account. If  
theso few lines will help to stimulate oveu one of my 
brother-Fellows in the Society or one r igh t  thinking 
man outside of it  to promote the  cause the G r e a t  

M a s t e r s  have imposed upon the devoted heads of the 
Founders of the Theosophical Society, I  shall consider 
th a t  I  have properly performed my duty.

A d y a r  ( M a d r a s ) ")
7(h December, 18c'3. j

------ *------
M I S T A K E N  J U D G M E N T S .

B y  W i l l i a m  H i t c h h a n ,  m . d .

In  dealing with, science, as revised by philosophy, it 
may sometimes be well to rem em ber the  Kantian theory 
of universal tru ths so largely, if uot completely, accepted 
in the past, and scarcely less at present. Tbe chief, 
real and important question proposed by the Critical 
Philosophy is this : “  Are there any properties of objects 
in general which are really due to me, and to the  way in 
which I  perceive them and ivhich do not belong to the 
things themselves?” Ju d g m en ts  of this k ind  m ay very

* The n a r ra t iv e  of  this Brahm achar i  is given aud  rep ea ted  twice 
over iu onr las t  n nm ber ,  Bee pp .  83-6, ftnd 98-9 Theosophist for  Dec.— 
Jany.

ofteii he mistak ui. If a mau, for example, had a pair 
of green spectacles on, he would see everything green — 
th a t  is to say, 'ill objects of sight to him are  thus re
presented. Indeed, if the colour should vary somewhat 
for different tilings, thero would always bp greenness in 
it. Assuredly, he m ight bo mistaken in positively declar
ing th  it he “ knew” t i n t  everything mid everybody was 
given. If ,  in the  subjective method of philosophical 
inquiry, we are convinced of universality and necessity, 
we must equally w eigh  the facts of chemistry and 
physics, as iu the physiological method, we must study 
the phenomena that accompany sensation, in obedience 
to the molecular properties of the brain and nervous sys
tem. Of course, the proper th ing  to do, either iu the 
case of the Bishop of Madras, or religious mythologists 
of other denominations, would be to take him to a mirror 
in the Temple of T ru th ,  aud show him, demonstrably, 
tha t the  green spectacles are only upon hisotun. nose, l ie  
has accepted a deduction, as if it  were a verification, his 
eyes being only affected by light which lies within the 
verdant sphere  of an immature, raw, unseasoned 
grassy plain, a veritable plot of weeds, not emeralds— 
tho range of the visible, or individual  spectrum, and as 
a m atter  of observation and experience, it  is universally 
found tha t  religious niythologists are all actually wear
ing the  same greeu spectacles from age to age. A ml 
what is worse sti.'l, perhaps, in despite of Theosophy and 
Theosophists, om itting  out this property of tlie spectacles, 
the Bishop of Madras aud others are absolutely “ certain” 
tliat whether the spectacles mislead or not, everything 
they see, without exception, beyond or outside their  
own exclusive greeu house, partakes inexorably, and for 
ever, of rawness or unripeness, ill fitted, withal, for the 
nature  of body aud soul, or poisonous alike for spiritual 
and material substance. The Rev. Dr. Brown, f*>r instance, 
in protesting  th a t  his dark colour is not a m ixture  of 
red, black, and yellow, admirably represents the Bishops 
of London, Oxford, Manchester, Liverpool, Durham and 
Carlisle in their  sophistical, time-serving addresses at 
the British Association for the A dvancem ent of Science, 
as well as those at the  recent Church Congress, when 
they declared ex-cathedra, like the Lord ecclesiastical, or 
mythological of Madras, in effect, “ W e  shall ge t  over 
the scare of Biology and Anthropology, as easily as we 
did the craze of Geology aud Astronomy.”  I t  is the most 
facile of processes. Before teaching any doctriue in 
Theology, you m ust not wait until the nature  of the 
evidence for it can be understood. Bishops, priests, 
and deacons, of a Church of Mythology, as by law or man 
established, do not care so much as tlie ninth le tter  of 
the Greek alphabet whether the Evolution theory be 
true or false. Besides the nebular hypothesis, there  are 
other aud more theological doctrines, about the origin 
of the universe, which it is still desirable for kingcraft 
and priestcraft to bave taugh t to all children.

F i c t i o n  i s  t r n t h ,  t r o t h  f i c t i o n ,  t h a t  is  a l l

W e  k n o w ,  a s  p r i e s t s ,  a n d  a l l  y e  n e e d  to  k n o w .

I t  matters not in religious mythology, now, as formerly, 
tha t clerical stories are quite different and absolutely 
contradictory. I t  is a known “  fac t” in dogmatic theolo
gy, tha t  tho evidence which connects the stories with 
Moses, and which proves conclusively th a t  the son of 
Am ram and Iochebed, of the  Tribe of Levi, could not 
have known anyth ing  abou t the origin of earth, plauts, 
animals and men, are both of them invincible not only 
in a maritime city of British India, on territorial acqui
sitions in the East, of questionable equity, but for 
chaplains, churches, aud creeds, ubiviset ubiqioe. Deu
kalion, P yrrha , the Chaldee God Bel, and tho rest, are 
further eclipsed by a now revision of the Old Testament, 
which sets forth tha t man was really made from tho dust 
of the ground by a deity, like unto himself, who walked 
and talkod, and had diabolical associates, jealous of the 
new creature for sharing his privilege of knowing, 
r igh t  from wrong, and fearful exceedingly lest, perad-



venture, he should gain tha t  of im m ortality , also. This 
deity, however, we ure now assured, did uot take a 
“  r ib '’ out of the man, aud make a woman of i t ; on 
tho contrary, the par t  selected, we are a t presen t asked 
to believe, was a long, flexible, terminal appendage, 
which formerly terminated the bo Jy of the lm rm n animal, 
behind. L e t  it not be supposed, for a moment, tha t  
herein is exhibited by the writer an undue am ouut of 
levity in regard to “ Mistaken J u d g m e n t ' / '  or the  use 
of spectacles. Daily newspapers in Britain, from John  
o’ Groats to Laud’s End, have been informing Mr. Public, 
of late, th a t  the  old traditional fashion of church-going 
is not only very decisively unfashionable, bu t tha t  thero 
is a still fu r ther  probability of “ au  increasing dimi
nution” (tho la tte r  in Ire land , presumably) in the n u m 
ber and quality of believers. I t  is not expedient to 
use an optical instrument, in churches, to assist or 
correct defects of vision. Plutus i i  not winged. Are 
the books of tho Bible once dweined infallible now 
erroneous? Certainly nut, by those money-making casuists, 
of different theological sects, bu t  having the  same strong  
feelings of class interests, and  loving one another in 
green spectacles, privately, though  iu a position of most 
hostile demonstration, publicly. Those religious my- 
thologists who hold by the doctrino of tho verbal in
spiration of Scripture, mean precisely the  same th ing  
when thoy spe ik  in Coward’s Castle of the unbroken 
tradition of the church, or theology, Judaism , and 
Ohristianism, as those who consider th a t  the  Religion of 
Humanity  is naturally evolved, and spiritually progressive 
iu the whole history of mankind. The new Vice-Chm- 
cellor of the University of Oxford, for instance, iu a 
recent sm iion  preached before the dons a t  St. M ary’s 
there, spoke favourably of wh <t is called Darwinism, 
popularly, but scientific illy, the  theory of origin of 
species by natural selection, and so far as H ebrew  or 
Christian m yth  logy is concerned, therein, he might, 
with equal regard for tho principles of Biology, curious 
novel facts, new and astonishing views o f th e  origin, or 
continuity of life, excellent reasoning, acute criticisms, 
and scientific researches, have spoken justly  of the name
less antiquity of man’s remains in th e  D elta  of the 
Mississippi, or elsewhere, amid the bold cypress of the 
Southern Staten, buried forests, in fact, one over the 
other, with interspaces of sand, ton distinct growths, for 
a distance of 300 miles, of this deposit, some of the  trees 
beiug more than twenty-five feet iu diameter, and 
containing 5,700 annual rings. Not more advorse could 
Professor Jow ett  be to H ebrew and Christian myths, 
wero we to conclude his next University Oration, thus :
“ There is, dearly beloved brethreu, Knights Theological, 
of the Holy Order of “ Loaves and Fishes,”  one o ther 
essential point, to which I  wish to draw your serious 
attention, namely, the experimental demonstvation— again 
andagain proved tha t now, as " i n  the beg inu ing ,”  living 
organisms are evolved from non-living matter, after being 
subject to tem perature  of over 300° Fahr . ,  a heat so des
tructive of all known plants  and animals, th a t  even 
Pasteur himself must fully adm it tha t life is born of death 
in the laboratory of nature, w hether called vegetable, 
animal, human, or angelic, and as scienco has shown from 
inorganii! chemical forces, or physical combinations, alone, 
in the case of those minute moving organisms, or mere 
specks of naked protoplasm, developed as Bacteria, w ith 
out a passing atmospheric bubble, to indicate the p re 
sence of air, or priur germs, in the more than boiling 
water of flasks hermetically sealed. As for Science and 
Theology, it  is absolutely out of tho questiou in this our 
day, tha t any agreement shall ever be arrived at between 
them, since the  d ispute Buiongst competent scholars is 
no longer, as it  once was, about the orthodox in te rp re ta 
tion of the dogmatic tenets of religious mythology, bn t 
about the very nature of religion itself, as v irtue in 
daily life, founded upon reverence of Wisdom and Good
ness, ra ther  than a system of ancient faith, and blind 
worship o£ men-like Gods or expectation of fu ture  re 

wards and punishments. T h e  plain truth is that men 

do not use the same words, God, Christ, Heaven, Hell, 

Church, or Christianity, in the same sense. A n d  what 

is more, the pro fanum  vulgus iu the year 1884, will 

hn-dly be immersed in the Slougii op S to l id i ty  to so 

great a depth, as not to perceive that the new  aud revised 

text of the Bible, us it is again chauged thousands of 

times by fresh theologians, or a recent batch of transla

tors, is the precise word of com mand which Omnipotence 

first signified. In  the last University Sermon of the 

Master of Balliol College, it was enunciated clearly, that 

“  W e  Doctors of tho Broad Church in England (whatever 

oue of the head order of Indian Clergy may say) use the 

current terms of theology in an esoteric sense, as 

designed for and understood by the initiated, alone,”  

Esoterics is virtually the synonym of Theosophy, or that 

divine wisdom of occult and mysterious knowledge taught 

by Eastern philosophers long anterior to Moses and 

Christ; iu fact, before the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, there 

were Buddhist missionaries teaching Theosophy to their 

disciples, but concealing it from the people of Palestine 

generally. H u m a n  progress has not been forced on by 

such ethical teaching as passive obedience to the m axi
m um  of physical distress, and mental or social disturb

ance, unpleasantly akin to mere dead formalism, and 

narrow sectarian particularism. Withal, dogm a npon 

dogm a, contradictions unintelligible and doctrines incom

prehensible, heterogeneous, and absurd— even a dying 

God atone for the sins of A d am , ostensibly ; but de facto  
to satisfy the supposed dem and of the Jewish law. L o n g  

ages prior to Christ’s borrowing from Eastern mysteries, 

or Egyptian symbols, and articles of religious faith, such 

as the doctrines of Theosophy und the Theosophists com

prise, namely, Love, Forgiveness, Humility, Self-Sacri

fice and com m on Brotherhood of H u m an ity  «f every 

colour and every clime, the Spirit of Holiness had  come 

as a beautiful ideal conception of true Divinity, if not as 

a natural sequence of man’s history, growth, and pro

gressive moral development. In  short, when Christianity 

became the ruling faith of the Rom an Em pire, it had no 

Christ-like individuality at all, being made up mainly of 

the Father’s commentaries ou the alleged teachings of 

Jesus, Paul, John, and others, interspersed with forgeries, 

or the writings of Greek philosophers. Our duty, here and 

now, is to apprehend facts, correctly study tho sequences 

of the Universal Order, as observation and experiment 

may reveal spiritual and material phenomena to us. 

Surely, the life of Christ m ay have been truly divine, 

wiiliout his being acknowledged as Deity or a Personal 

God. E ven  so, may we, let us hope and work, bind 

ourselves together in a com m on bond or spiritual centre 

of religious sweetness, light aud culture, against all at

tacks of Christian despots, the Bishop of Madras, 

notwithstanding. W h o  is  God, aud wliat is Nature ?

If the only instruments to be employed by the Theolo

gians in the attainment of divine wisdom be the Church, 

Christianity, and the Bible, then I ,  for one, see no reigu 

amongst m ankiud of God, Christ, or the Holy  Ghost, no 
“  supernatural”  rising from bondage and trauscience 

with the lower life of mortals, to victory and permanence 

with the higher life of angels. Quito the contrary, alas ! 

Judged of by auy theosophic standard, either G o d  is 

Nature, or Nature is God. (Q u ifa c i tp er  alium, aliam, aut 
aliud, fa c i t  per se.) Falsehood and WroDg, are absolutely 

opposed to H u m a u  Happiness, and to Truth and 

Right is for evor linked the very possibility or 

potentiality of the blessed life ! If  Nature be G od , as 

Spinoza affirms, then Deity is simply a monster that 

deserves neither reverence nor praise. There is no 

crime that good m en abhor, or bad m en  perpetrate, that 

G o d  has not committed in the past, and still commits at . 

present. H e  knows no sense of Justice or Mercy, and 

unless the test of Happiness is to retain Immorality, 

how cau it be a holy, a noble, or moral act, to study the • 

wyas, emulate tho conduct of Yaliveh ? Or, shall 

Theosophists forsake their Theosophy at the bidding  of



the Bishop of Madras, nnd Iny i t  down aa an nxiom, 
irrefragable, th a t  personal intimacy with a personal 
criminal yclept Johovah of the Jews, will m ake all mor
tals tho happiest of e ternal angels ? F o r  myself, I  
believe tha t  T ru th  and R ight are th e  most sacred and 
hiillowed of th ings ou earth  or in heaven, and th a t  
the ir  sure possession will never m ilitate against the  
highest happiness of which soul, body, or spirit  is 
capable.

L ive  liUo the  rose. So bnd, so bloom,
I n  g r o w i n g  b e a u t y  l i v e ;
S o  s w e o t e n l i f e  w i t h  t h o  p e r f u m e  
T h a t  g e n t l e  a c t i o n s  g iv e .
D i e  l i k e  t h e  r o s o ,  t h a t  w h e n  t h o u ’r t  g o n e  
S w e e t  h a p p y  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e o
Like f ra g ra n t  rose leaves, may bo s t rew n  npon th y  memory.

■■
"  P R E C I P I T A T I O N .”

Of all phenomena produced by occult agency in con
nection with our Society, none have been witnessed 
by a more extended circle of spectators or more widely 
known and commented on th rough  recent Theosophi
cal publications than  the mysterious production of letters. 
T he phenomenon itself has been so well described in 
the  Occult World  and elsewhere, th a t  it  would be useless 
to repeat the description here. Our presen t purpose is 
more connected with the process than  the  phenomenon 
of tlie mysterious formation of letters. Mr. S innett 
sought for an explanation of the  process and elicited 
the following reply from the revered M ahatm a, who 
corresponds with him :—

“ ...............Bear in  m ind  these letters are not written
but impressed, or precipitated, and then all mistakes 
corrected..................... I  have to th ink  it  over, to photo
graph every word and sentence carefully in  m y brain  
before it  can be repeated by precipitation. A s  the f ixing  
on chemically prepared surfaces o f  the images form ed  
by the camera requires a previous arrangement ivithin  
the focus o f  the object to be represented, fo r ,  otherwise— 
as often fo u n d  in  bad photographs— the legs o f  the sitter 
might appear out of all proportion with the head, and so 
on— some have to f irs t  arrange our sentences and impress  
every letter lo appear on paper in  our minds before it  
becomes f i t  lo be read. For the present, it is all I  can tell 
yon .”  '

Since the above was written, the  M asters have been 
pleased to perm it the  veil to be drawn aside a little 
more, and the modus operandi can thus be explained 
now more fully to the outsider.

Thoso having even a superficial knowledge of the 
scienco of mesmerism know how the though ts  of the 
mesineriser, though  silently formulated in his mind are 
instantly transferred to tha t  of the  subject. I t  is not 
necessary for the operator, if he is sufficiently powerful, 
to bo present near the subject to produce the above 
result. Somo celebrated practitioners in this Science are 
known to have been able to pu t the ir  subjects  to sleep 
oven from a distance of several days’ journey. This 
known fact will serve us as a guide in comprehending 
the comparatively unknown subject now nnder discus
sion. The work of writing the letters in question is 
carried on by a sort of psychological te legraphy ; the 
Mahatmas very rarely write their le tters  in the ordinary 
way. A n electro-magnetic connection, so to say, exists 
on the psychological plane between a M ahatm a and 
his chelas, ono of whom acts as his amanuensis. W hen  
the M aster wants a le tte r  to be written in this way, he 
draws tho a tten tion  of the chela, whom he selects for 
the task, by causing an astral bell (heard by so many 
of our Fellows and others) to be ru n g  near him, just 
as the  despatching telegraph office signals to the  receiv
ing office before wiring the message. The thoughts  
arising in the miud of the M ahatma are then  clothed 
in word, pronounced mentally, and forced along the 
astral currents he sends towards the pupil to impinge 
on the brain of the latter. Thence they are borne by

tho nerve-currents  to tho palms of his hand and lho 
tips of his fingor, which rest 0 1 1  a  piece of m ag
netically prepared paper. As the thought-wavcs are 
thus impressed on the tissue, materials are drawn to it 
from the  ocean of dlcas, (permeating every atom of 
the  sensuons universe) by an occult process, out of place 
here to describe, and  perm anent marks are left. . .

From  this it  is abundantly  clear tha t  the success of 
such w riting  as above described depends chiefly upon 
these th ings :— (1) The force and the clearness with 
which the  though ts  aro propelled and (2) the freedom of 
the  receiving brain from disturbance of every descrip
tion. The case with the  ordinary electric te legraph is 
exactly the  same. If ,  for some reason or other the ba tte ry  
supplying the electric power falls below the requisite 
s treng th  on any te leg raph  lino or there  is some derange
m ent in the receiving apparatus, the  message transm itted  
becomes either m utila ted  or otherwise imperfectly legi
ble. The te legram  sont to E ng land  by R eu te r’s agen t  
a t  Simla on the classification of the opinions of Local 
Governments on the  Criminal Procedure A m endment 
Bill, which excited so m uch discussion, gives us a h in t  
as to how inaccuracies m ight a,riso in the proccss of 
precipitation. Such inaccuracies, in fact do very often 
arise as may be ga the red  from what the  M ahatm a says 
in the above extract.  “ B ear in m ind,”  says He, “ tha t  
these le tters  are not w ritten , bu t impressed, or precipi
ta ted , and then all mistakes corrected.” To tu rn  to the 
sources of error in the precipitation. Rem em bering  the 
circumstances under which blunders arise in telegrams, 
we see th a t  if a M ahatm a somehow becomes exhausted 
or allows his t l o u g h t s  to wander of£ during  the process, 
or fails to command the  requisite intensity in the astral 
currents  along which his thoughts  .are projected, or the 
d is trac ted  a tten tion  of the pupil produces disturbances 
in his brain and nerve-centres, the success of the process 
is very much in terfered  with.

I t  is to be very much reg re t ted  tha t  the illustrations 
of the abovo genera l principles are not perm itted  to bo 
published. Otherwise, the present w riter is confident 
th a t  facts in his possession alone would have made this 
paper  far  more in te res t ing  and  instructive. Enough, 
however, has been disclosed above to give the public a 
clue as to many apparent mysteries in regard  to precipi
ta ted  letters. I t  ough t to satisfy all earnest and sincere 
inquirers and  draw them  most s trongly to the path  of 
Spiritual progress, which alone can lead to the  know
ledge of occult phenomena, b u t  it is to be feared tha t  the 
craving for gross m ateria l life is so strong in the western 
Society of the prosent day th a t  nothing will come to them 
amiss so long as it  will shade off their eyes from unwel
come tru th . They are like Circe’s swine

W h o  n o t  o n c o  t h o i r  f o u l  d e f o r m i t y  p o r c o i v o ,  

b u t  would tram ple down Ulysses for seeking to restore 
them  their  lost manhood.

------♦------
P O S T H U M O U S  V IS IT O R .

{A Story o f  Second S ight.)
B y  G u s t a v e  Z o r n ,  F, T. S.

H a v i n g  read in the Theosophist for Septem ber last, 
“  A story of th ir ty  years ago ,” I  am tem pted to lay 
beforo the reader the  account of a somewhat strange 
occurrence- I t  was re la ted  to me sometime ago by the 
daughter  of tho lady who witnessed tho facts when fifteen 
years of age, and whom for tho purpose of this narrativo 
I  shall call Mrs. A — . Second sight and other psycholo
gical pfeculiarities seem to be running  in the family, but, 
I must abstain  from g iving real names, as the  near re la
tives of the parties concerned are still alive and in high 
social s tanding.

Mrs. A — , th en  a  girl of fifteen, had just  come home 
during  a vacation of her  school. Opposite her paren ts’ 
house was the mansion of her mother’s relatives, an old 
historical family, then  represented in the direct line by 
two unm arried  brothers, the  elder past forty  and the



younger about twenty years of age. F o r  sometime 
previous to the events about to be na rra ted ,  the elder 
b ro ther  had noticed th a t  considerable sums of monoy 
frequently  disappeared from his cash-box in a mysterious 
way, wliich led to his successively dismissing several of 
]iis servants on suspicion and w ithout telling any one 
o fh is  losses. These measures, however, proved of no 
avail, and the money kept on d isappearing just  as before. 
The younger of the two brothers led a ra the r  d issipated  
lifo, sowing his wild oats, as the saying goes, as fast as he 
could; b u t as his senior furnished him with all the  money 
ho asked for or needed, there  was 1 1 0  reason to sus
pect the  young man of spending moro than he acknow
ledged to, least of all, of resorting  to dishonorable means 
to meet his extravagance.

The paren ts  of Mrs. A — , leading a quiet, patriarchs^ 
life, were e ither  completely ignorant of the dissipations 
of their young relative or unwilling to comment upon 
them . D uring  Mrs. A .’s stay a t  homo, it  so happened 
th a t  the younger b ro ther  was killed in a duel and was 
for several days laid out according to custom, in the 
family state-room, covered for the mournful occasion 
from ceiling to floor with sable hangings.  As Mrs. A.—-’s 
mother was tho only female relative of tho two brothers 
then resident iu the towu, it fell to her du ty  to visit daily 
the  house of mourning. Mrs. A — liuviug expressed the 
desire to bid a last farewell to her  deceased cousin, 
was taken there  on tho day previous to the  funeral cere
mony. The mother having had to speak  to the  surviv
ing brother about some arrangem ents  for  the  following 
day, the girl was left for a short time alone in the mor
tuary chamber. S tand ing  a t  tho head of the dead man, 
she was soon lost in a train of melancholy thoughts.

All ot' a sudden she saw the drapery  han g in g  over the 
door, opening into the private room of the deceased, lifted 
up and an old gentleman whom, she m et for the  first 
time, emerge out of it  with a  book under his arm. M ov
ing abont in a deliberate and steady manner, as if I1 0  
was the master of the house, tho figure wont s t ra ig h t  to 
the catafalque and stood a t  tho foot of the coflin. He 
‘gazed earnestly a t the dead man, and casting 0 1 1  him a 
long look of mingled reproach and contem pt, said in a 
calm and loud voice: “  May thy offenco bo forgiven
thee for the sake of thy  mother !” Then moving round 
the head of the bier—just opposite the girl,— a mute 
witness of all his doings, the  old gentlem an bent down 
and kissed the forehead of tho deceased. A f te r  th is— and 
tak ing  all the while as little notice of the bewildered 
spectator as if she were not there , he brushed her  past, 
and crossing over the room to the opposite wall— the  lower 
half of wliich (as it is still tho custom in many a mansion 
of the German aristocracy) was wainscotted— he prossed 
a knob hidden among the  carved wood-work and two 
pannels s liding audibly apar t  in the  wainscot discovered 
a recess full of books and documents. T ak in g  a pencil, 
tho old gentleman wrote for sometime on a page, torn out 
of the book he had b rough t with him, holding it with liis 
left hand under the paper while w riting  with tho r i g h t ; 
then placed both  book aud paper in the recess and 
pressed the knob again which m ade the  two pannels 
slide back iuto their  previous position, leaving 1 1 0  trace 
behind them of the existence of any such hidden recess 
in the wall. After  this, he went out as firmly as he had 
entered, by the samo door th rough  which I1 0  had mado 
his appearance, lifting np and lotting down the drapery 
agaiu. . •

During the whole scene the  young girl stood spell
bound, unable to rnovo or u t te r  a single cry. A fte r  the 
old man had left the  room, sho rushed out of it into the 
arms of her frigh tened  m other, who had just  re turned 
to see why her  daugh ter  was lingering  so long iu tho 
mortuary chamber. Unable to  speak and explain what 
had happened, sho was carried homo. W here , a t  last, 
her parents having succeeded in qu ie ting  her ,  she d e 

scribed minutely the old gentleman, repeated  the words 
pronounced by him, and related all tha t he had done.

“  Good Heavens ! th a t  is Theodore,”  exclaimed her 
astonished fa ther  ; bu t quickly checking himself for fear 
of d is tu rb ing  his fr ightened daughter  still more, he tried 
to soothe h e r  into the belief tha t it was all a dream or 
a hallucination, nor did he ever speak to her after tha t  
of the occurrence, J t  was not until several years later, 
after she had been married, th a t  her  mother could be 
iuduced to relate to lior the event th a t  had followed he r  
vision. “ Theodoro”  was the fa ther of the two brothers, 
long dead, and whom tho girl had never known. The old 
gentleman, an old friend, had been instantly  recognized 
from her description by her  father, who a t  once proceed
ed to tho surviving brother and  told him w hat had 
happened. N either of them had any knowledge of any 
secret recess hidden in the wainscot of th a t  room, bu t 
guided by tho young g ir l ’s faithful description, they  suc
ceeded in finding the  knob concealed am ong tho carving. 
In  the  recess, they found the  book as well as the  paper 
ou which the  fa ther, so long dead, had penned somo 
lines on th a t  memorable day.

The memorandum contained the s tar t l ing  discovery 
th a t  the  real thief of the abstrac ted  sums was the 
deceased b ro ther  h iu ise lf ; th a t  he had moreover given 
le tters  of exchange for a  large sum to a person in another 
town, whose exact address was given as well as the 
am ount of the  deb t  and the  duo time for the payment 
thereof. The whole ending with au earnest injunction 
th a t  the surviving b ro ther should pay the bill and thus 
save the honour of the ir  ancient and hitherto  unsullied 
name. '

The book which the old gentleman had b rought unde1' 
his arm, proved to bo the  private account book of the 
young man killed, containing proofs of the s ta tem ent3 
made in the note by tho apparition. The address of the  
holder of the  bills proved to be quite correct as well as 
the amount and date  of which nobody had the remotest 
suspicion. I 11 the  same recess were found several family 
documents which had been considered as lost since the 
death of tho old master of the  mansion. Tho elder 
b ro ther  m arried  sometime after  this occurrence. The 
above-mentioned posthumous le tter  in £ho old gentle
m an’s hand-w riting  is still in the possession of his 
daughter , now married in her tu rn  to a man of very 
h igh social s tanding. The name of the  lady who told 
me the above facts as well as thoso of the two brothers, 
and the m arried namo of the daugh ter  of tho elder, are 
given to the respected  editor of this journal.

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e . — W e  h a v e  t h c  p l e a s u r e  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
w i t h  t h e ' h u s b a n d  o f  t h e  “ y o u n g  l a d y ’s ”  d a u g h t e r ,  a  g e n t l e m a n  o f  
O d e s s a ,  p e r s o n a l l y  k n o w n  to ,  a n d  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  b y ,  t h e  w r i t e r ’s 
f r i e n d s  a n d  n e a r  r e l a t i v e s .  T h e  f a c t s ,  a s  a b o v e  g i v e n ,  n n d  c o m i n g ,  an 
t h e y  do , f r o m  a  t h o r o u g h l y  t r u s t w o r t h y  s o u r c e ,  w o u l d  s e e m  to  c h e c k m a t o  
t h o  k i n g  o n  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  s i d e ,  a n d  p u t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h o  T h e o s o 
p h i s t s  i n  a n  a w k w a r d  p r e d i c a m e n t .  N o t h i n g  o f  t h e  k i n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
n e e d  b e  c o n f e s s e d  t o  b y  o n e  c a p a b l e  o f  l o o k i n g  b e n e a t h  t h o  s u r f a c e ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  f a c t s  d i s c l o s e d  in  t h e  a b o v e  n a r r a t i v e  a r e  u o t  q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  a l l o w  u s  t o  c o m o  t o  a  d e f i u i t e  c o n c l u s i o n .  T b i s  p l e a  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
d a t a  m a y  a p p e a r  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  b n t  t h e  6 t r a n g o n e s s  o n  
c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  e n t i r e l y .  N o  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  g i v e n  
a b o v o  a s  t o  t h o  a g e  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  a t  t h o  t i m e  o f  t h e  f a t h e r ’s 
d e a t h  ; n o r  a s  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ’s  f e e l i n g s  n n d  a n x i e t i e s  a t  t h o  t i m e  o f  
d e a t h  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  h i s  m o t h e r l e s s  b o y .  W e  a r e ,  in  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  
o b l i g o d  t o  m a k e  s o m e  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s  m o s t  c l e a r l y  B u g g e s t  ; if,  h o w e v e r ,  t l i e y  a r e  u n w a r r a n t e d  b y  
f a c t s ,  w e  b e g  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  w i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  n s .  I t  ia b u t  
n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e  f a t h e r  s h o u l d  h a v o  f e l t  u n u s u a l l y  s t r o n g  s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  h i s  y o u n g  s o n ,  d e p r i v e d ,  a t  a  t e n d e r  a g e ,  o f  b o t h  h ia  
p a r e n t s  ; a n d  t h e  m o r o  so  i f  li is  a p p r e h e n s i o u s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  
h o n o u r  o f  t h o  f a m i l y ,  of w h i c h ,  l i k e  a l l  G e r m a n  a r i s t o c r a t s ,  h e  
h a v e  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  j e a l o u s ,  w e r o  r o u s e d ,  b y  e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n s  
o f  t h o  v i c i o u s  h a b i t s  w h i c h  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e v o l o p e d  i n  h i s  s o n  bo 
s t r o n g l y .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  t h o  e x p l a n a t i o n  b e c o m e s  e a s y  e n o u g h .  T h o  
d y i n g  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r ,  w o r k e d  u p  t o  i t a  h i g h e s t  p i t c h ,  u n d e r  t h o  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d e s c r i b e d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  n m a g n e t i c  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h o  s o n  
a n d  t h o  a s t r u l  s h e l l  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  i n  KcDiialoku,  I t  i s  a  w e l l  k n o w n  f a c t  
t h a t  f e a r  o r  g r e a t  a n x i e t y  f o r  e v e r y  t h i n g  l e f t  b e h i n d  o n  e a r t h  
is c a p a b l e  o f  r e t a i n i n g  a  s h e l l ,  w h i c h  m u s t  h a v o  o t h e r w i s e  d is so lv ed *  f o r  
a  l o u g e r  p e r i o d  i n  t h o  e a r t h ’s  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a n  i t  w o u l d  t h e  e v e n t  
o f  a  q u i e t  d e a t h .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s h e l l  w h e n  l e f t  t o  i t s e l f  i s  i n e a p a b l o  
o f  a c q u i r i n g  a n y  f r e s h  i m p r e s s i o n ,  y e t ,  w h e n  g a l v a n i s e d ,  s o  t o  s a y ,  b y  
r a p p o r t  w i t h  a  m e d i u m ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  c a p a b l e  o f  l i v i n g  f o r  y e a r s  a  v i c a j i -



o n s  l i fo  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  a l l  t h s  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  r a e d i n m .  A n o t h e r  f a c t  
m u s t  a l w a y s  bo b o r n e  in  m i n d  in  s e e k i n g  f o r  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  tl io  
p h e n o m e n a  o f  m e d i u m s h i p - n a m e l y ,  t l i a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  B ta y  o f  s h e l l s  
i n  K a m a l o k a  b e f o r e  f in a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  19 s o m e t i m e s  o f  v e r y  l o n g  
d u r a t i o n ,  2 5  t o  3 0  y e a r s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t o o  l o n g ,  w i t h  a  m e d i n m  t o  
p i e s e i v c  i t s  v i t a l i t y .  W i t h  t l i e e o  p r e l i m i n a r y  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  p r o b l e m  b e c o m e s  e a s y  o f  e o l a t i o n .  T h e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  m e t  
w i t h  s n c h  a  t r a g i c  e n d  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a  m e d i u m  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s h e l l ,  
a n d  t h o r e b y  g a v e  i t  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a l l  t h o  i n c i d e n t s  o f  h ie  w i l d  a n d  
s i n f u l  c a r e e r ,  ' i h e  i n u t o  w i t n e s s  o f  t h o  s h e U ’p m a t e r i a l i s a t i o n  i n  t h o  
m o r t u a r y  c h a m b e r  m u s t  a l s o  h a v o  b e e n  a  m e d i n m  h e r s e l f ,  a n d  t h u s  
h e l p e d  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o n  t o  t a k o  p l a c e .  T h e  d y i n g  y o u n g  m a n ’s  c o n 
t r i t i o n  f o r  h i s  v i c io u s  li fo  a n d  a n x i e t y  t o  s a v e  t h o  h o n o u r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  
w e r e  r e l l e c t o d  n p o n  t h o  f a t h e r ’s a s t r a l  s h e l l  w i t h  a l l  t h o  i n t e n s i t y  o f  
• l y i n g  e u o r g y ,  a n d  g a v e  r i s e  t o  a l l  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .

------•------
T I I E  M IR A C U L O U S  B E A R D

A N D

T I I E  M O N K S  OF S T .  S T E P I I A N O  O F  VIENNA-.

B y V e k a  de Je l ih o v s k y ,  :

. . .T h e  Church of St. Stephauo in Vienna is more s trik ing 
externally than in its interior arrangem ent, I t s  style of 
architecture is very similar to tha t  of the  grout S tm sbourg 
Cathedral. A l l i s  carved and chiselled out on it Its  
sh irp-pointed  cupolas seem to be bordered with finely 
worked lace ; the walls aro covered with fine stooe-carving 
representing sacred pictures, s tatues of saints, images en 
re lie f  of animals, reptiles and monsters. Ono is positively 
oppressod upon entering it, with its he igh t and size. N um 
berless details disappear in the general impression of its 
grandeur. Gigantic stained and painted  glass-panes in in
accessibly Gothic windows representing Biblical pictures, 
lend nn additional mystery to those deep, aud »t the same 
time, graceful vaults, to those old walls, darkened with 
age, whence ono is stared at, from everywhere, by huge 
figures of knights iu full armour, by mitred divines in. 
canonicals, priests with baro and tonsured hoods, in 
humblo pastures, prayerful attitudes and  hanging  beads • 
by tho huge frame of bearded barons and shaven mag
nates with tlieii; ladies in mediaeval costumos— according 
to, who sleeps his last dreamless sleep undor ono or tho 
other slab, and whose decaying bones are hidden under 
the marblo representation over them ,— monuments des
tined to survive all thoso crowds of p ray ing  pilgrims 
around us, and in all probability many, many generations 
of their  unborn posterity .. .On the chief altar, over the 
throne, soars a gigantic group of angels, figures of pure 
silver; on each side a smaller chantry , .tn tho r ight 
oue, tho tum ular monument to Frederic  I I I ,  mado of 
dark marble, covered with tho s ta tuary  of skulls, snakes, 
dragons, toads and every kind of nn clean creatures. Of 
such, however, thero is g rea t  va r io ty ; in tho contro of 
tho Church, on ono of tho pillars, stands the pulpit, tlio 
bannisters of whose stairs are completely covered with 
carved frogs, turtles ond lizards, creeping upwards— as 
though tlieir object were the p a d r i  poised upon it, and 
who, with furious gestures and inspired with his own elo
quence shouts unmercifully his sermon downward-..walls 
portals, pillars, and columns are all covered with wooden 
stone and stucco curving. A t  present, the St. Sfcephano 
is nil encumbered with interior scaffolding. Tho superb 
work of tho masonic fraternity who built this temple-work 
venerable and darkened  with age, is now being covered— 
or ra ther disfigured, with something looking suspi
ciously like lime, ch a lk . . . I s  it possiblo th a t  these fanatics 
— those double vaudals— who raise tlieir hand against tho 
sanctity of tho old building and against art,  should have 
imagined to whitewash these venerable walls ? ...The bnro 
id ea  of it  is dreadful ! We wero re-assured, how
ever, tha t it was not so. T h a t  the  white colour was
only temporary,  and simply intended to clear the 
vaults aud walls from soot and mould, and tha t 
au hour after the operation the wood, stone, alabaster 
and mosaic work would reassume tho da rk  hue
imparted to them by age. L e t  us hopo it may be so ;
otherwise it would bo simply an unheard  of profanation. 
All depends, how ever, on personal opinion an d  view s,

How many worship at the altar of th a t  which seems to 
o ther persons horrid  nnd fills them with indignation.

We wore already p repar ing  to leave tho place, when we 
were invited by our guide to visit the two side chantries 
th a t  nre facing the altar. W e  entered  the  one on our left, 
ond for a fow seconds found ourselves in relative da rk 
ness. I t  too'c us a few minutes before we could discern 
a numerous crowd of people on their knees worshipping 
in silence beforo something tha t  we mistook at the first 
s ight fo r a  gigantic  silver jug. I t  was only when two 
pious ladies had lighted tw j  th ick  tapers a t  the foot 
of the  something th a t  wo perceived was neither more 
nor less than the sta.tue of the Virgin, placed upon a 
pedestal in a corner, nnd clad in an  enormous crinoline of  
■silver cloth. Truly, every Baron  is sure to have his own 
funcy ! . . .Leaviug the chapel, we crossed into the next one 
— tbe one to our right. There it was lighter. And there, 
fts elsewhere, we fouud n dense crowd of devotees com
fortably seated iu the ir  pews aud read ing  out of 
the ir  prayer books* opposite a hngo stone crucfix 
with a life-size Christ hanging  on it. The sermon 
of^ the p a d r i  had evidently  produced its effect and 
driven them all to seek refuge in this cool little corner. 
W eary and tired , wo followed their  example and placed 
ourselves in their  neighbourhood, to rest, trying to collect 
our scattered thoughts, perplexed and dazzled as we 
were by such a variety  of impressions... While sitting in the 
parish pews, involuntarily some of us lifted the ir  heads 
and gazed at the stone figure of the Crucified before us .. 
" B u t  what is th is  ? ! ” W ith  this exclamation some of 
us started from our seats and approached the figure 
closer, while the rest rubbed  the ir  eyes in mute astonish
ment hardly b e l iev ing tha tthe ir  senses, were not deceiving 
them in what they saw ..T he  figure of tho Saviour, His 
face, how beautiful 1 The head surrounded with the 
tho rny  crown reclinos on Ilfs r ight shoulder, and a dark  
shadow— too dense and darfc—seems to fall from i t  . Good 
God ! it is 1 1 0  shadow nt all, but a bushy black beard 1...A 
beard ? . .A  white marblo statue of the crucified with a 
board? !...Yoa ; a real beard o f  hair?  ! . ,W h::t can bo the 
moaning of this blasphemous joko ? . .W hy  was it  done ? .. 
we kept^ enquiring—-‘‘No one has done i t ” was the cool 
and decided reply of tlio monk who served us as a guide. 
“ The hairs o f  the beard have grown themselves, during tlie 
last hour and while every one was •praying. . .The  miracle 
is of a daily occurrence, aud every one knows i t .”

W h at  could we say to this ?
Verily : glory, to Thy long suffering, Oh Lord Jesus  

Christ !...

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e . — T l io  a b o v e  is  o n l y  a  s h o r t  c x t r a c t  f r o m  a  v e r y  i n 
t e r e s t i n g  n a r r a t i v e ,  w r i t t e n  b y  a  n e a r  r o l a t i v e  a n d  l a t e l y  p u b l i s h e d  in a  
R u s s i a n  p e r i o d i c a l ,  M e a  c u l p a  ! W c  h a v o  t r a n s l a t e d  i t  w i t h  t w o  o b j e c t s  : 
( a )  t o  s h o w  t h o  d i s g r a c e f u l  t r i c k s  r e s o r t e d  to ,  e v e n  in  o u r  o w n  c e n t u r y  
b y  t h o  p r i e s t c r a f t  t o  s e c u r e  i n c o m o  t o  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s  a n d  k e e p  f a i t h  
a l i v e  in  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  t o o  c r e d u l o u s  a n d  f a n a t i c a l ;  a n d  ( 6;  t o  r e 
m i n d  o u r  r e a d e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  m e n  w h o  groiu b e a r d s  
o f  h a i r  on th e  c h i n  o f  m a r b l e  J c s u s e s ,  m a k e  t h e  b lo o d  o f  t h e i r  s a i n t s ,  d e a d  
c c n t n r i e s  a g o ,  b o i l  i n  c r y s t a l  f l a s k s ,  a n d  p r o d u c e  t h o  m a t e r i a l i z e d  f o r m  
o f  t h o  V i r g i n  M a r y  i n  m i r a c u l o u s  g r o t t o s — w h o  p o s o  a s  o n r  b i t t e r e s t  
e n e m i e s ,  a n d  d e n o u n c e  t l i e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a n d  O c c u l t i s t s  r i g h t  a u d  l e f t  a s  
“  i m p o s t o r s , ”  “  f r a u d s ”  a n d  “  c h a r l a t a n s . ”  A s  n o w  n p p s a r s ,  t h e  c a p  
w o u l d  fit  o n r  t o n s u r e d  t r a d u c e r s  f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  h e a d  o f  n n y  o c c u l t 
i s t  l i v i n g  o r  d e a d .  F o r ,  t h o  n a r r a t i v o  i s  n o  a n e c d o t o  g o t t e n  u p  f o r  t h e  
o c c a s i o n ,  b u t  t h o  s o b e r  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  f a c t  w i t n e s s e d ,  t o  t h e i r  
g r e a t  d i s g u s t ,  b y  a  p a r t y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  l a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e m v n  in 
f u l l  d a y l i g h t ,  a n d  n o  f a r t h o r  b a c k  t h a n  i n  S e p t e m b e r  l a s t .  I t  
m a y  h e  n n c h n r i t a b l e ,  n o  d o u b t  ; y e t ,  i t  i s  n o t  n n j u s t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
e x p o s o  in  o n r  t u r n  b e f o r e  o u r  r e a d e r s ,  a n d  w i t h  a  f a r  b e t t e r  r e a s o n  
t h i s  c l a s s  o f  m e n  w h o  t r a d e  in ,  a n d  p r o f a n o  t h e  m o s t  s a c r e d  f e e l i n g s  o f  
t h o  b e l i e v i n g  m u l t i t u d e s .  T h e y  h a v e  d o n o  s o  f o r  lo n g  c e n t u r i e s  ; b e g 
g i n g ,  a n d  l i v i n g  a n d  p r o s p e r i n g  u p o n  t h o  h a r d * e n r n e d  c o p p e r s  o f  t h e  
p o o r  t h e y  s o  s h a m e l e s s l y  d e c e i v e ,  a n d  y e t  t h o y  w i l l  l o s e  110 o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  d e n o u n c i n g  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f i d e l s  a n d  b l a s p h e m e r s  
l i v i n g ,  b e l i e v i n g  w i t h  s o m e  g o o d  r e n s o n  p e r h a p s ,  t l i a t  h e  w h o  c r i e s  
“  t h i e f ”  w h i l e  i n  t h e  aofc o f  r o b b i n g ,  h a s  m o r o  c h a n c e s  o f  o s c a p o  t h a n  t h e  
i n n o c e n t  m a u  w h o  g o e s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  w a y  a n d  k e e p s  s i l e n t .

* T h e  R u s s i a n s  o f  t h o  G r e e k  C h u r c h  h a v e  n e i t h e r  p r a y e r  b o o k s ,  n o r  
a r e  t h e y  a l l o w o d  t o  si t  d a r ing  service, n o r  a t  a n y  t im e  inside a C hurch ;  
kenco tbo remark,—Ed,



A  GKNO W L E D G M E N T .
W a  b eg  to acknowledge, with thanks , receipt of a 

copy of the “ Natural Genesis,”  by Mr. Gerald Massey. 
The book is indeed very valuable ; bu t  th e  issues raised 
in i t  be ing  of grave importance, and the  opinions ex 
pressed in direct conflict witli tliose of the  Aryauists, 
we have handed over tlie work to a  com petent A ryan  
scholar for a review, wliich will appear  in a subsequent 
issue.

T u k o s o i’H ical  M i s c e l l a n i e s — N o. 2, Unpublished writings of 
Eliphas Levi. The Paradoxes of the Highest Science 
Translated from the French M.S.S. by a Student of 
Occultism. Calcutta, 1 8 8 3 .  ■

T h e  t r a n s l a t o r  o f  t l i e  a b o v e  w o r k  d e s e r v e s  t h e  b e s t  t h a n k s  
o f  m a n y  of  l i is  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s  f o r  h a v i n g  r e n d e r e d  w r i t i n g s  
o f  s u c h  m e r i t  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e ,  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  to  t h e m  t h r o u g h  
t h e  m e d i u m  o f  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n .  A b b e  C o n s t a n t ,  m o r o  w i d e l y  
k n o w n  u n d e r  t h e  p s e u d o n y m  o f  E l i p h a s  L e v i ,  w a s  a  F r e n c h  
O c c u l t i s t  o f  110 m e a n  r a n k  a s  .a t h e o r e t i c a l  s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  
s a c r e d  s c i e n c e .  T h e  t r a n s l a t o r  i n  h i s  a b l e  p r e f a c e  j u d g e s  
l i i m  v e r y  c o r r e c t l y .  F u l l y  a g r e e i n g  w i t h  h i m  i n  h i s  e s t i m a t p  
o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  E l i p h a s  L e v i ’s  w r i t i n g s ,  I  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  
p r e f a c e  :— ■

“ Eliphas Levi was a theorist, nnd if we may judge from the 
nonsense given in great detail iu his Rituel de la Haute Magie, 
profoundly ignorant of its practice. Of the physics of occultism 
nothing of any great vuluo can be gathered by tho uninitiated 
from his pages, though reproducing, without by any means fully 
comprehending them, phrases aud ideas from the older Hermetic 
works, secrets even pertaining to this branch, lie buried like 
mutilated torsos, in his writings. B ut whero the metaphysics of 
Occultism are concerned, liis works are often encrusted with 
jowels that would shino out far more clearly into the soul of the 
uninitiated, but for his persistent habit of laying 011 everywhere 
coats of Roman Catholic and orthodox whitewash, partly in his 
earlier days to avert the antagonism of the Church, partly to avoid 
shocking the religious prejudices of his readers, and partly,
I suspect, because to the last some flavour of those prejudices 
clung even to his own mind.

.  T o  t h o s e  then who desiro to acquiro proficiency in Practical ' 
Occultism, who crave longlife, gift, and powers, aud a knowledge 
of the hidden things and laws of the universe, a study of 
Eliphus Levi’s books would be almost timo wasted. Let them 
seek elsewhere for what they want, and if they seek in earnest 
they will surely find it.”

T h e  v a l u e  o f  t l i i a  l i t t l e  w o r k  i s  e n l i a n c c d  b y  s o m o  n o t e s  
a p p e n d e d  to  i t  b y  a n  a u g u s t  p e r s o n a g e ,  w h o m  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  
i n d i c a t e s  a s  “  E .  0 . ”  T h e s e ,  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  s a y s ,  “  m e r i t  t h e  
m o s t  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n , ”  b u t  h e  m o d e s t l y  a d d s ,  “  I  d o  n o t  
a l w a y s  a g r e e  w i t h  “ E .  ( ) .  a n d  t h o u g h  p e r f e c t l y  a w a r e  t h a t  
m y  o p i n i o n s  a r e  a s  n o t h i n g  w h e n  o p p o s e d  to  l i is ,  I  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  i t  h o n e s t  t o  r e p r o d u c e  r e m a r k s ,  w h i c h  I  c o u l d  n o t  
c o n c u r  i n ,  w i t h o u t  r e c o r d i n g  d i s s e n t . ”  T h e  a b l e  t r a n s l a t o r ’s 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s  d o e s  h i m  i n f in i t e  h o n o u r ,  b u t  o f  h i s  m o d e s t y
I  s h a l l  h a v e  o c c a s i o n  to  s p e a k  h e r e a f t e r .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  
p o i n t  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  “  S t u d e n t  o f  O c c u l t i s m ”  d i l ’f o r s  w i t h  
t l i e  e m i n e n t  o c c u l t i s t ,  w h o m  I10 c a l l s  “  E ,  0 . ”  i s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  a  p e r s o n a l  e x t r a - c o s m i c  d e i t y .

I n  a  n o t e  g i v e n  o n  p a g e  6 , “  E .  O . ” r e m a r k s  : “  W o m a n  t a k e n  
c o l l e c t i v e l y  w a s  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  G o d - H u n i a n i t y ,  b u t  h a s  
E l i p h a s  110 o t h e r  G o d  ? N o  . . . . ”

T o  t h i s  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  d e m u r s  a s  f o l l o w s  :—  •
“ It  is very questionable whether “ K. L.” was an atheist : indeed 

it seems to me certain that he was not. His position was not, that 
there wus 110 God, (an assertion involving an assumption of 
omniscience,) but simply that to the narrow and dim cognizance 
of man and oven to that of far higher but still conditioned intel
ligences, God only manifests himself in Nature and. Humanity. 
To say that tlie Infinite and Absolute is entirely outside the 
highest plane to which any limited and conditioned intellect 
can attuin, and that hence wo must content ourselves with dealing 
wilh the laws and manifestations of tho conditioned Universe, 
which aro more or less within our grasp or that of our perfected 
predecessors, is one thing, to assert that thero is no power and 
intelligence outside tho sphere of our possible cognizance, the 
sourco of these laws and manifestations, no God in fact, another.” 

W hether  Eliphas Levi was an atheist or not cannot be 
decided until a  snceossful a t tem pt has been made to bind 
that P rotean word to some definite shape and  form, bu t  one’s 
notions of modesty are certainly uot soothed when tlie “ S tu 

d e n t  o f  O c c u l t i s m ”  m a k e s  b o l d  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  
f a c t  • within the knowledge o f  t h e  “  E m i n e n t  O c c u l t i s t ” 
w i t h  h i s  o w n  inferences d e r i v e d  f r o m  a s t u d y ,  h o w e v e r  c a r e 
f u l ,  o f  w r i t i n g s  a d m i t t e d l y  o b s c u r c  a n d  o r a c u l a r .  T o  m y  
m i n d  s u c h  a n  a c t  s e e m s  t o  i n d i c a t e  a n  u t t e r  i g n o r a n c e  o f  
o c c u l t  p h y s i c s ,  w h i c h  h e  t a l k s  o f  g l i b l y  e n o u g h ,  a n d  f i n d s  
w a n t i n g  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  a u t h o r ,  o r  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  h i m  
a g a i n s t  w h o m  h e  r a i s e s  h i s  p u n y  h a n d .  A  t h i r d  s u p p o s i t i o n  
i n d e e d  s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f ,  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t ,  p e r h a p s ,  a c t  q u i t e  a s  
a n  a n o d y n e  o n  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r — s e l f - s u f f i c ie n c y  
a n d j s e l f - c o n c e i t .  T h e  “  S t u d e n t  o f  O e c u l t i s m ” u n d e r t a k e s  
t o  e n l i g h t e n  u s  a s  t o  w h a t  s e e m s  t o  h i m  c e r t a i n  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  E l i p h a s  L e v i  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  
B u t  w e  a p p e a l  f r o m  t h e  c o u n s e l  t o  t h e  c l i e n t  T h e  l a t t e r  
s a y s  :—  '

“ Develop scienco (by which, as will appear from the context, 
occult science is certainly not meant) as you will, mark its first; 
step with Alpha and its last with Omega, and you will stilL 
always have before you the unknown, which you must recog
nize, . ................ all that wo learn is wound off that unknown,
which is never wholly unwound, it is this which produces all 
things; not knowing what it is, we personify it and c‘dl it God.’'

I f  w o r d s  h a v e  a u y  m e a n i n g ,  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  
G o d  s p o k e n  o f  h e r e ,  u n k n o w n  a n d  u n k n o w a b l e  b y  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  e x a c t  s c i o n c e s ,  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  G o d ,  t o  
w h o m  o u r  c r i t i c  b e n d s  t h e  k n e e ,  “  c o n s c i o u s ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  w i l l ,  
t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h o s e  ( c o s m i c )  l a w s ”  (p .  8 7 ) .  T h e  t r a n s l a t o r ,  i t  
w o u l d  s e e m ,  i n  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  h i s  c l a i m  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  w i ly  E l i p h a s ,  a f t o r  t h e  l a t t e r ’s  p o s i t i v e  r e f u s a l  t o  
w o r s h i p  a t  t h e  s a m e  t e m p l e ;  m a y  b e  e x t r e m e l y  s i n c e r e ,  b n t  i s '  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a  l i t t l e  r i d i c u l o u s ,  p e r h a p s .  .

I  a m  i n f i n i t e l y  g r a t e f u l  to  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  f o r  h a v i n g  
a l l o w e d  m o  a  g l i m p s e  i n t o  w h a t  l ie c a l l s  l i is  “  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
o c c u l t i s m . ”  T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  I  m a k e  n o  
a p o l o g y  fo r  m a k i n g  r a t h e r  l o n g  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  h i s  n o t e s  ■

“  T h e r e  is  110 e x t r a - c o s m i c  D e i t y ” — s a y s  “ E .  O . ” O n  w h i c h  
t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  r e m a r k s : —

“ This seems to me begging the question. Has any one been 
outsido tho cosmos to look”P“ E. 0 . ' ’rnay reply cosmos is infinite, 
thero can ba nothing outside what is infinite, forgetting, it seems 
to me, that what may be infinite to all conditioned in it, may yet 
leave room for a beyond Lo the unconditioned. fie admits a  
fourth dimension of space, asserts further, on, and as will be seen, 
and I beliove, with good reason, that there are yet fifth,sixth and 
seventh dimensions of space to bo discovorod, yet* he desires to 
insist that tlio conceptions of intelligences (I give him in tho 
planetary spirits and all) conditioned iu the cosmos, which wo 
cau only think of as infinite, are absolute ; whereas I  submit, that 
they are necessarily relative, and that the fact that the highest 
intelligences conditioned in the universe believe it to be infinite 
and can trace in it nothing but laws, by no means proves that to » 
still higher and unconditioned intelligence, there may not be 
something outside tlie infinity, and in that something the intelli
gence whose will the discoverable laws represent. Nay, further 
I submit, that intelligence may be inside and pervading the cos
mos, and yet be incognizable for its own good reasons by all its 
emanated intelligences.”—Trans.

B u t  l e t  u s  s e e  h o w  h e  d e v e l o p e s  h i s  i d e a s  f u r t h e r  o n  :—
“ Occultism only deals with tho conditioned universe, which to 

all conditioned in it is infinite. Admittedly, iu that universe 
only Laws and no God, i. e„ no conscious, intelligent will, tho 
source of those laws, cau bo traced. So the Mage may justifiably 
say I content myself with tho manifested and conditioned uni
verse and believe in no Sod who, whether ho exists somewhere in 
uhscondito or not, has uot seon fit to indicate himself any whero 
in manifestation, nnd cannot therefore, (if such a being exists) 
want men to believe in Him. -

But thero aro Mages and Mages, and there are sorr\e Who 
say granting all this, we yet know by a higher intuition, that 
the infinite to all conditioned existences is yet not a l l ,  and 
that thero is a conscious aud intelligent will, the origin of 
those manifested lands which alone we creatures of manifes
tation can cognize. But this of courso is a matter of faith 
and pertains not to Occultism proper, which is either atheistic 
or agnostic, but to transcendental Occultism.”—J ’rans .

I t  d o c s  n o t  c o n c e r n  u s  a t  p r e s e n t  to  i n q u i r e  i f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h o  O c c u l t i s t  h a s  b e e n  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h o  a b o v e  
e x t r a c t s ,  e x c c p t  i n  so  f a r  a s  s u c h  i n q u i r y  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y

* T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  a n  a s t o u n d i n g  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  h e r e .  I f  t h e  
t r a n s l a t o r  m e a n s  t o  c o n v e y  t h a t  “  15. O . ”  a d m i t s  t h e  A d e p t s  o f  
O c c u l t i s m  h a v e  y e t  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  f i f t h  a n d  o t h e r  h i g h e r  s t a t e s  o f  
m a t t e r ,  t h o u  I  s h a l l  t a k e  t h o  l i b e r t y  o f  p o i n t i n g  O u t  t h a t  t h e  
s a i d  d i s c o v e r i e s  w e r e  m a d e  b y  O c c u l t i s t s  a t  a  m u c h  r e m o t e r  
p o r i o d  t h a u  t l i e  t r a n s l a t o r ' s  h i s t o r y  c a u  d a r k u u  w i t h  h o r  w i n g s .  
T h o  f o r c e  o f  t h o  a d v e r b  1 h a v o  i t a l i c i s e d  a b o v e  w i l l  e n t i r e l y  
d i s a p p e a r  i f  t h o  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  “  10. 0 . ” a r e  c o n s t r u e d  i n  t h e  o n l y  l e g i t i .  
m a t e  w a y  t h e y  a d m i t  o f ,  n a m e l y ,  b y  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h o  4 “ ". 
CoY er iea » f  m o d e m  E u r o p e a n  s c i e n c e



for a proper examination of the views aot fortli by the spokes
m an of “ Transcendental Occultism.” The transla tor  admits 
th a t  in the universe -with which Occultism is conecrncd, there 
is no God, what then are we to th ink  of tho supposition 
interjected a t  page 42, tha t thc Supreme Intelligence (by 
which term we aro to understand God) m a y  be in the uni- 
verso ? B ut this point need not bo pressed far. The “ S tudent 
of Occultism,” and his professors have, by a “ h ighe r  in tu i
tion,” not only acquired a belief in an intelligent conscious 
God, bu t  also a knowledge of his B e in g —his infinitude 
though  outside  the cosmos. This is proclaimed to be the 
h ighest t ru th  which must ex  hypolkes l  includo all lower 
t ru th s  ! L e t  us examine how it inclndes the  t ru th  of reason. 
W ha tever  the translator m ightsay regarding thc  fallibility of 
reasoning, he is too philosophical I take it, to deny to- reason 
the  at tr ibute of being the only test of t ru th .  I shall endeavour 
to apply tha t test to the statements which thc transla tor  seeks 
to  placo on the pedestal of eternal verities. Now, we are 
told from th es tand  point of “ Transcendental Occultism,” thc 
universe of “ occultism - proper,” as he calls thc sacred 
Tirahmavidyajs finite and conditioned,God is beyond i t ;  but he 
entirely fails to see th a t  therefore God must be conditioned 

and finite. B u t  his view lifua fit least the m erit  of novelty, and 
the  translator shines out glorious in  his solitary grandeur.  I  
m us t  frankly confess as a humble B rahm an, tha t  I have 
nowhere met with such a teaching ; not, a t  any rate, in any of 
our  -writings -with which I  am familiar, nor among any 
Bchool of theism th a t  I  know of. B u t  this g randeur  of 
novelty is marred, porhaps, by a spot of inconsistency when 
he raises poaling anthems to God the Infinite and Absolute,—■ 
beyond our universe, tho Finite and Conditioned. In  tho 
w itch’s cauldron of his brain it seems the  Finite and tho Infi
nite, (he Absolute and thc Conditioned aro seething in a 
holerogoncous m ass; or, perchance, God Iliinself suffers from 
the reflected Avidya of i l is  devotee. And now wc will see 
w hether  God called “ conscious” and  “ intelligent” can stand 
t he fiery ordeal of reason, as tho translator  very freely ornaments 
the Deity with these attributes. All to whom these terms 
ran be applied m ust necessarily have this one attribnte, 
namely, the power or capacity of adapting  moans to an  end. 
This power, again, it will bo seen, can only co-exist with 
deliberation aud choice, which m ust necessarily accompany 
the possibility of doubt and uncertainty. To say th a t  God 
is intelligent, is merely to say tha t there were a t  his com
m and a variety of means wherewith to work out creation, 
and th a t  he adopted th a t  which he considered the best. 
B nt thc translator a t  thc same time believes th a t  ont of this 
God sprang into existence the universe, by which the obser
vation and investigations of Occultists arc hounded, and ad
mits the t ru th  of the experimental philosophy of our  Adepts 
(p. DO). Now occultists know and say th a t  one of the states 
111 -which that universe exists is such th a t  thc so-called crea
tion springs from it  by virtue of an im m utable law, of which 
thc universe itself is the em b o d im en t; there is no delibera
tion, no picking and choosing. Only the  best possible means 
lias existence in it, and nothing else has. In  other words, the 
universe in this particular state is Intelligence itself. Of 
this, I  beliove, the translator  is not ignorant. How can ho 
then maintain tha t  superior intelligence can em anate from 
nn inferior one ? Does it not strike h im as a P alpable Ansun- 
pit y  and the “ h igher intuition” a t  best but h igher  folly. Now, 
consciousness itself supposes duality, nnd as the translator 
believes in creation, lie must also hold th a t  there was a point 
of time when there was no universe, bu t God existed in his lonely 
splendour, so th a t  hero could not have been any conscious
ness in God of the only th ing th a t  can supply tho required dua
lity. B u t  perhaps he will here contend tha t God before creation 
w ai  conscious of the universe as existent in his own mind. If  
so, I  will ask him, whence came thc motive which led to the 
projection of the universe into a separate objectivity ? God, 
if he is perfeot, can have no w ant himself, no r  was there any 
other th ing  in existence whose w ant cried ont for removal 
and thoreby supplied God with  a motive. A no ther  question 
most irrepressibly raises its head here. Did the  thoughts of 
God, which represented the universe before evolution began, 
oxist in his mind through eternity, or were they called forth 
by an effort of His will ? Orj the  former supposition, Ho 
can scarcely be called the Creator, for the universe, if taken as 
a  par t  of H is being, can never owe its origin to his Will. If 
tho la t te r  b ranch  of thc  proposition be adopted, there arises 
another complicated question of motives. The translator  
trios to f righten  the occultist, of the only school I  know of,

by tho F rankenste in  sought to bo evoked by thc word Omni
science. Bitt i t  will be found tha t this monster, which like 
its b re thren  of Norse fables, goes to slay and dovour by night, 
will melt into th in  a i r  when subjected to a ray  of day light 
and leave not a wreck behind. Tlie translator himself admits' 
th a t  the IIianiosT A d e p t  in w hat lie seeks to depreciate by 
calling “ Occultism proper” knows all about the universe, 
which wc assert is thc only reality ; how then docs lie oxpeet 
to sink his opponent under  the weight of a word while 
conceding thc th ing  itself, and how can lie convict the Occult
ist of presumption unless tho la tte r’s error is demonstrated ?

Before I  close my analysis, I  shall notice another point 
which shows the value of the reasoning powers thc trans la tor  
has carricd to his task. E liphas says (p. 31) :—•

“  W e  a r e  in  t h o  w o r ld  to  s e r v e  H u m a n i t y  w h ic h  is s e r v i n g  
G o d  by  c o n s e c r a t i n g  to  i t  o u r  f r e e  a c t i v i t y . ”

On this “ E . O.” remarks :—■
“  W h a t  n r i d ic u lo u s  F t ip e rn u m e r f i ry ,  s u c h  a G od  b e f o re  t h e  

j u r y  o f  BPnse a n d  log ic .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  s o m e  of t h e  m o s t  se n s ib le  
u ie n  l o a t h e  t h e  i d e a  of  p a r t i n g  w i th  t h i s  f i c t io n .”

Thc trans la tor  thus comments on the above :—-
“  A m o n g s t  o u r  F i j i  f e l low  s u b j e c t s ,  t h o  s h ip s ,  t l ie  j u d g e s ,  t h e  

g o v e r n o r s  a n d  o t h o r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  o u r  g o o d  Q u e e n  nre  
r e c e iv e d  w i th  r e s p e c t  a n d  lo v e  ; in  h e r  n a m e  j u s t i c o  is d o n e  
b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  m a n ,  h e r  n a m e  p r o t e c t s  u ll  f ro m  t h e  a s s a u l t s  
o f  f o re ig n  n a t i o n s ,  s h e  is o n ly  k n o w n  to  t h e m  b y  p i c t u r e s  (m o re  
o r  l e s s  f a n c y  p o r t r a i t s )  o r  t h e  e f fec ts  a c c o m p l i s h e d  h y  a n d  in  
h e r  n a m e ,  a n d  t h e s e  F i j i a n s  c a n  o n ly  s e rv o  h e r  b y  g o o d  c i t i z e n 
s h ip ,  d e a l in g  f a i r ly  a n d  u p r i g h t l y  w i th  t h e i r  f e l low  s u b j e c t s .  
T r u l y  a  r i d i c u lo u s  s u p e r n u m e r a r y  is  th o  a c t u a l  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a  ! 
a u d  y e t  s o m e  o f  t h o  m o s t  s e n s ib l e  F i j i a n s  w il l  l o a t h e  to  p a r t  w i th  
t h i s  Gction, n a y — w o u ld  t h i n k  a  m ai l  o v e r  h a s t y  w h o  d e n o u n c e s  
h e r  a s  a  m y t h . ”

I t  does not require logical faculties of a very high order 
to find th a t  thc a t tem pt made here to bolster up a false 
analogy is b u t  clumsy a t  best. Thc “ judges, governors,” 
and all proclaim thc Queen, bu t  admit tedly none of the 
natural laws show any trace of their  origin from a God. 
Queen Victoria may bo appealed to against her  governors 
and judges, but w ha t  Court of appeal is there against the 
operation of tho natura l laws. In  fact every link of the chain 
of argum ent advanced is vitiated by thc fallacy,which, a logi
cian would, perhaps, call a p e t i t i o  v r i n c ip i i .  . '

Again, thc little mathematical problem proposed b y 1' E .O .” 
in a noto printed on pp. 82 e< scq  , furnishes thc translator 
with grounds for scornful laughter. B u t  the loss is certainly 
not ours tha t  lie fails to perceive thc h igher character  of the 
problem, and simply degrades it to tho level of a geometrical 
puzzle, which even Macanlay’s school boy will bo ashamed 
not to know. The question is not how to solve it from the 
known properties of thc circlc of Euclid, bu t  it involves the 
metaphysics of the circlc itself. Let the “ S tu d en t” deeply 
ponder over the mystic character of thc symbol, and not rest 
with complaccncy on thc generalisations of ordinary m athem a
tics ; lie ough t to proceed to the very root of things and be a 
true mathern'iti i'Jau, in the etymological sense of the word.

The sneer with which the problem has been handled by tho 
translator, evidently a highly intelligent person, gives rise to 
a suspicion th a t  all tlic smoko of falso criticism "with which 
he wraps up the rem arksof “ E. O.” is not w ithout fire, 
however cleverly it m ight have been concealed. B u t  for 
my belief in thc  t rans la to r’s honesty of intention, 1 could 
scarcely have resisted the conviction th a t  he is moved by 
somo secret a n im u s  against “ E. 0 .  ?”

Apart from this unpleasant wrangling over notes tha t  
have probably found their  way into Eliphas Levi’s M. S. S. 
a t  the request of the transla tor  himself, I  m nst say tha t  
the able translation of the pamphlet itself rtnd “ E. O.’s” 
notes— may bo studied with advantage by all interested 
in the scienec of Occultism, and I  have no hesitation in 
commending it to the ir  favorable notice.

DlIAIiANH'JIAR S arma K a u t h u m i .
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