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'I'll •: KMTllltl.W. NOTIC’K < »K TIIK Pill ll‘( )S IOD VISIT <»K O il If 
Tliu'ii.so|iliiuiil D ck 'g a tio ii to  tlio  Is land  o f (V y lo n , w liii li is 
triuisl'iTi i'd to  u u r  c o lu m n s  1'ioia th o se  o f tlio  P io n e e r ,  w ill 
lie lend  w itli p le a s u re  an d  in te re s t  liy e v e ry  F e llow  o f 
o u r S o c ie ty , W e s te rn  a n d  E a s te rn . I t s  to n e  is s o  k in d , 
frank  iu ill h o n o u ra b le  t h a t  we a ro  a ll p laced  u n d e r  la s tin g  
o b lig a tio n s  to  th o  E d ito r . I t  w ill b e  ta k e n  as  a  m o s t 
e n c o u ra g in g  fac t th a t  w ith in  a  s in g le  tw e lv e m o n th  th o  
o b jec ts  ol o u r  v is it  to  In d ia  h av e  becom e so a p p a re n t ,  
d e sp ito  th o  s t r e n u o u s  effo rts  t h a t  in te re s te d  o p p o n e n ts  
liave  m ad e  to  p lace  i t s  in  a  fal.;e p o s itio n . A  y e a r  a g o ,  
th e  t lo v e rn m e n t  w as sp e n d in g  la rg e  su m s  to  t r a c k  o u r 
s te p s  ; now  th e  fu se  is  so m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t '

' I H K  W o M K N  W H O  A U K  F o l i M I N d  S o l ' I l ” l' I ICS Ti 1 II K M ’ T I I K  

h ea th e n , th e  n eg ro  a n d  th e  In d ia n , m ig h t  find a h u g e  
Held ol C h r is tia n  lo v e  a n d  se rv ice  u n o ccu p ie d  a m o n g  th o  
so rely  te m p te d  sh o p -g ir ls  a n d  scw in g -w o m o n  h e re  iu °  th is  
c ity ,—  Holden Hide, Bvdon,

T H E  G l l I P  O P  A F l i l U S I J .

'■ M adan ii' l i la v u tsk y  a n d  ( 'o loncl O lc o tt" — .siv : th e  
1 ‘to u n r  (A lla h a b a d )  o f  A p ril 2 8 t h —" t h e  p riu i 'ip a l r e 
p re s e n ta t iv e s  ol th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie t \  w h ich  h as ta k e n  
ro u t a t  llom bny  a re  a b o u t  to  pay a  \ i s i l  to  C ey lon , acco m 
p a n ie d  by  seven  o t l ie rm e m b e rs  o f  the- S o c ie ty , A\ith (ho \ iew  
o f o rg a n iz in g  a now  b ran ch  a t  tin; g r e a t  lic a d - ip ia r te rs  o f 
H itdd liism . T h e  p ro g ress  o f  th e i r  w ork in In d ia  is w ell w o rth  
a t te n t io n ,  ip iito  a p a r t  from  all ip ic s tio n s  a s  to  tin ; re la tiv e  
m e r its  o f c reeds. H i th e r to  th e  m o tiv e s  w h ich  h .n  e  b ro u g h t  
E u ro p e a n s  lo  India, h av e  been  s im p le  a n d  ea s ily  d e tin e d . 
T h e y  h a \ e  c o m e  to  g o v e rn , to  m a k e  m o n ey , o r to  c o n v e r t  
th e  p eo p le  to  C h r is t ia n i ty .  C u rio s ity  a n d  p h ilo lo g ica l 
s tu d y  m av  h av e  te m p te d  a lew  s tra g g le rs , b u t  th e s e  h a v e  
com e an d  g o n e  a n d  le f t n o  tra c e . T h e  T h e o so p liis ts . on th o  
o th e r  h an d , h a v e  c u n e  b ecau se  th e y  a ro  tilled  w ith  a  lov
in g  e n th u s ia s m  for In d ia n  re lig io u s  p h ilo so p h y  an d  p sy 
cho logical sc ien ce . T h e y  com e n e i th e r  to  ru le  n o r to  d o g 
m a tize , b u t  to  le a rn . T h e y  reg a rd  th o  a n c ie n t c iv iliz a tio n  
o f In d ia  a s  h a v in g  a t ta in e d  to  h ig h e r  t r u th s  c o n c e rn in g  
n a tu r e  an d  th e  h u m a n  sou l th a n  hav e  b een  eo m p ie red  v e t 
by  th e  sc ien ce  o f  th e  W e s t. S o  fa r as th e y  seek  to  te ac h  
o r in f lu en ce  th e  n a tiv e  m in d , th e y  com e to re ca ll th e  h e irs  
o f  th is  a n c ie n t k n o w le d g e  to  a  sen se  o f th o  d ig n ity  o f th e i r  
ow n in h e r ita n c e , a n d  th i s  is th e  sec re t, a p p a re n tly , o f th e i r  
g re a t success  w ith  th e  n a tiv e s . H u m a n  n a tu re , to  th a t  
e x te n t ,  is th e  sa m e  in  a ll c o u n tr ie s , a n d  e v e ry b o d y  feels 
m o re  k in d ly  to w a rd s  p e o p le  w ho a ssu re  h im  th a t  he  is 
g r e a t  an ti w ise,—  if  h e  k n ew  it ,— th a n  to w ard s  p eo p le  who, 
h o w ev e r b e n e v o le n t, te l l  h im  lie is foo lish  an d  c o n te m p ti
b le. l i e  will m o re  w illin g ly  e x e r t  h im se lf  in  th e  d ire c tio n  
o f a  m o ra l im p ro v e m e n t, w hich  co n sis ts  in  th o  d ev e lo p  
m e iit o f h is  ow n ta le n ts  a n d  facu lties , an ti th o  rev ival o f 
h is a n c e s tra l c iv iliz a tio n  th a n  in th e  d irec tio n  o f  a  wholly' 
now sch em e  o f  ideas, th e  very  p u rs u i t  o f w h ich  is a  co n fes
sion  ot h is  o r ig in a l in fe r io r ity . W e need  n o t h e re  eousidei 
th e  a b so lu te  m e r its  o f  th e  T h eo so p h ica l th e o ry  c o n c e rn in g  
th e  p h ilo so p h ica l v a lu e  of a n c ie n t In d ia n  l i te r a tu re ,  b u t 
Wu h av e  no h e s i ta t io n  in  reco g n iz in g  th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o 
c ie ty  a.s a b e iic tic e h t a g e n c y  in p ro m o tin g  good fee liie js , 
b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  races iu  th is  c o u n try , not m e re ly  on a c 
c o u n t o f  th e  a n ie n t  re sp o n se  i t  a w a k e n s  from  th e n a t i v n  
c o m m u n ity , l in t  a lso  b ecau se  o f  tho  w ay  in w h ich  it c e r
ta in ly  does te n d  to  g iv e  E u ro p e a n s  in I n d i a a  b e t t e r  k in d  
o f in te r e s t  in th e  c o u u try  th a n  th e y  had  before. T o  /im l 
reaso n  ev en  to  c o n je c tu re , th a t  from  th e  m id s t ol w h a t 
seem s m ere  p r im itiv e  su p e rs ti t io n , one  m ay  be ab le  to  
e x tr a c t  a k n o w led g e  o t fa c ts  c a lc u la te d  to  throw  a new  
l ig h t on n a tu ra l  sc ien ces an il on th e  h ig h e s t m y s te rie s  o f 
h u m a n ity ,  is to  be p u t  in  a new  re la tio n  w ith  tho  p e o p le  
o f  In d ia — in o n e  w h ich  co n v ey s a la rg e  au d  in te re s t in g  
p ro m ise . S o  th e re  is g ro u n d  for w a tc h in g  th e  p ro g re ss  o f 
th e  S o c ie ty  w ith  a  f r ie n d ly  eve , an d  wo sh a ll look fo rw ard  
w ith  in te r e s t  to  n ew s o f  its  e s ta b lis h m e n t iu  C e \lo n . l i y  
th e  B u d d h is ts  it w ill c e r ta in ly  he rocci veil w ith  e n th u s ii ism , 
an il wc ho p e  th e  co lo n y  w ill g iv e  th e  tra v e l lei's a  E u ro 
p e a n  w elcom e also . I n  In d ia — A n g lo - ln d ia  a.s well a s  
n a tiv e  I n d i a —th e y  h a v e  now  m a n y  friends, a n d  h a \o  lived 
dow n th e  id io tic  fan c ie s  to  w h ich  th e i r  a d v e n t  firs t g av e  
rise . T h e  o b je c ts  th e y  h a v e  in view , h a v e  n o  co n n o c tio u  
w ith  po litic s , a n d  th e i r  in d ire c t  in f lu eu ce  o u  th e i r  liu tivy



friends, so lar as tliis mny touch tlioir 1»cli*i-vi<mr sis citizens, 
is wholly iu favour of good order and loyalty to the  powers 
Unit be.
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JlV l'llOt'ESSOU AliKXANDKll WILDEU, M.l)., l'.T.K., etc., etc.

T he  concept. of actual communication with Divinity un
derlies all philosophical thought. It is the basis of reli
gious faith. I t  has in all ages constituted the goal toward 
which the steps of every believer in a future life have heen 
directed. The world has always had its Mystics fondly 
cherishing th a t  ideal, sometimes even fondly believing that 
they had a tta ined it. Wc may deem them visionary and 
mistaken, b u t  wo cannot impugn the excellence of their 
desire and purpose. If it is meritorious to do good, to be 
good, to entertain good-will toward others, certainly the 
highest meed belongs to whosoever aspires to achieve the 
Supremo Good.

Such an a tta inm ent requires the most imperative con
ditions. 11 is as essential to know a.s to believe. Indeed, 
faith is of little advantage where it  is not fixed in actual 
truth, so tha t  it shall possess the stability of knowledge. 
It requires all the moral energy of a strong nature  to 
believe. The weak and vacillating character carries doubt 
for its index. It is often necessary in important under
takings. where all the s trength  is required to achieve the 
desired icsult, to t in list such persons aside. The vision 
of the Right is darkened in the atmosphere where they 
dwell. Any transcendent knowledge is rendered im per
ceptible. They not only shut out tbo light from th e m 
selves, bu t dim the sky into which others desire to peer. 
In this way. whether unwittingly or purposely, they do 
to others the greatest mischief ol’which they are capable.

The highest a tta inm ent,  after all, is knowledge. There 
is really nothing which any one can atlbrd not to know. 
It is a coming short of the human ideal to be ignorant in 
any respect. To love knowledge is to desire perfection ; 
lo despise it, is equivalent to being content with a  bes
tial life. Iu all times the wise have won respect, as 
being the abler aud be tte r  among humankind ; and even 
when they were passed hy and unhom>rcd when living, 
Lliey have been praised, revered, and obeyed in subsequent 
time. They aro the  luminaries th a t  have from age to 
ago preserved light to tho world, and thereby rendered it 
capable of renovation.

I t  lias always been the aim of every right-th inking per
son to extend the circuit of his mental vision, and to ex
a l t  as well as intensify his perception. The field of the 
sciences lias been explored and mastered with profit as 
well as pleasure. It  is a labour of achievement worthy of 
human endeavour. The mind is expanded in its scope and 
.faculty, and the power to accomplish results is vastly en 
hanced. The inventor of a mechanical implement, whe
ther it  be a stone hatchet, or a telephone— and the dis
coverer of a new star or a now mineral, is a benefactor, 
l ie  has given us more room to th ink  in, and, with it, 
the opportunity.

Our earlier lesson of Origins instructed us tha t man 
was produced from the spore-dust of the earth— proto
plasm, perhaps—and chemistry ratified the declaration. 
We liavo since been told tha t  our corporeal substance was 
cumpacted from the same material as the stars, and an i
mated by forces akin and identical with those which oper
ate all-potent, in the farthest-off world. Y et what matters 
i t  if the postulate of the scientists is true, th a t  we took our 
origin from molecules not unlike lo those of the jelly-fish 
and fungus ! Wc are not bound to such conditions, b u t  have 
si universe to occupy. The Delphic maxim— (J not hi- m;nn- 
lon (know yourself) is our commission of conquest. The 
knowledge of the eyo is to know tho till ; and that which 
its known ix jios.'i-sfictl.

Charters and franchises aro limited. The right of man 
to liberty, which wo aro told by high authority  th a t  no

•  C orrec ted  for tlio T iii:osoi* im T  by  th e  A uthor, from  th e  Advanced sheets 
Qf tho rftrwvOyirut Jottrun?,

man can divest himself of, the ignorant cannot enjoy or 
exercise. They are free whom the t ru th  makes free. The 
very word liberty  implies a hoon from the book* Tin: 
liberal are the learned, the intelligent, who therefore are 
free. Codes and constitutions, whatever their provisions, 
can declare and establish no more ; so necessary is it to 
eat of the  tree of knowledge. B u t we tuny begin with 
our own interior selves. The genu is in us; it may not be 
transplanted from without. N o t letters, but life chicHy 
educate him who becomes truly learned. Wo cannot 
create th a t  which is not inborn ; we mny only evolve and 
enrich the  na tura l endowment.

Pause right here, whoever cares for aught ra ther than 
lor tho highest. To such wo arc only visionary. They 
have neither  time nor ears for us. W here delusion is tho 
breath of one’s life, to know is to die. As for W isdom—

“• To some .she !s tlie "otliless g reat ;
To smiii- the inilch-cow of the liclil—

Their rare is b u t to calculate
Wlmt b u tle r she will jiek l. ’f

In these days th a t  which has been characterized as 
Modern Scicnce, is audacious to repudiate  whatever it 
does not canonize as "exact." Unable to cast its measuring 
line over the  Infinite, it  appears to be diligent in the en
deavour to eliminate Him out of its methods. The per
sonality of Deity, as implying an active principle iu the 
universe, is now sometimes denied. W hatever we do, 
think, or wish, must be with no conception of H im  in the 
mind. An actual communion with H im  is nowhere with
in this modern scientific cognition or recognition.

A leading medical journal} several years since contain
ed an editorial article upon this subject, which significant
ly expresses the view taken by physicians who alone may 
he esteemed to be learned and regular. “ Nunia, Zoroas
ter, Mohammed, Swendonborg,” it  remarks, “ claimed 
communion with higher spirits ; they were what the 
(ireeks called en theast—  immersed in (iod’— a striking 
word which Byron introduced into our tongue.” W. 1!. 
Carpenter describes the condition as on ouUmtatic action 
o f the brain. The inspired ideas, he says, arise in tho 
mind suddenly, spontaneously, bu t very vividly, a t  some 
time when th inking of some other topic. Francis Galtou 
defines yen i not lobe " the  automatic activity of the mind as 
distinguished from the effort of the will— the ideas coin
ing hy inspiration.’’ This action, the editor remarks, is 
largely favored by a condition approaching mental dis
order— a t  least by ono remote from the ordinary working- 
day habits of thought.

This is about the a tt i tude  which modern “ exact science” 
has a tta ined in its understanding of man when intpireil, 
or in the  sta te  regarded as communion with the Deity. 
We fail to find any better  explanation in its definitions. 
Whoever would know the tru th  of the m atter  must “ go 
up higher." It. is hardly acceptable reasoning th a t  in
spired ideas coming iu the mind spontaneously, indicate a 
condition approaching mental disorder, because they seem 
to be remote from ordinary habits of thought. In  every
day life many faculties are atrophied, because of not hav
ing been duly exercised. On the  other hand, any habi
tual employment becomes more or less automatic, and 
even involuntary. W h a t  wc habitually do, and often the 
thing which we purpose to do, fixes itself upon us, inso
much th a t  wc perform it almost unconsciously. Wo awake 
from sleep a t  the hour assigned ; we become suddenly 
conscious of a fact or idea from specific association; and 
do things th a t  we are not aware of or thinking about. 
The m an who has the habit of speaking the tru th  may do 
so automatically. Honest and upright dealing may he 
practised in the same way. Goodness becomes a part  of 
the being, anil is fixed in the ganglia and fibeis of the 
brain. Faith , too, grounds itself in the constitution, and 
love in the  corpuscles of the flowing blood. All this is 
normal. I t  is legitimate to carry the conclusions farther,

* 7Jh*r, a book or writing —likr, free, whence /ib+ri ffreedom , 
+  S c h i l l e r .
J  T h e  M '.dkvJ. m v l  -



find to consider whether entheasm, even though supposed
ly automatic, is not, nevertheless, a wholesome condition 
i>f the human mind, and tlie true means of receiving ac
tual knowledge.

How, is tlie next inquiry, how may we know God, or 
define H im  i A king of Sicily once asked llie poet Si- 
liionides to give him such a definition, lie  craved a day 
Id  consider ; then two, four, and eight. The impatient 
king finally asked why he required so much time. He 
answered tha t the more lie considered the question, the 
more difficult he had found the solution. The finite h u 
man understanding is not equal to the endeavour to com
prehend the Infinite.

In a world of unreasoning disbelief God is regarded as at t ® « • 
thing. Even now, in several schools of opinion, it is com
mon to affirm tha t  H e  is not a person. This seems to be 
equivalent to declaring H im an illusion of the fancy, a 
nonentity, and not in any sense whatever a thinking, in
telligent Being, b u t  simply a vagary or whimsy of the 
imagination. I t  is doubtless a notion evolved by the  re 
bound from tha t  unreasoning faith which requires a th ing 
to be worshipped as God. Somewhere between these ex
tremes is the. golden wedge of truth. It is the vocation of 
the true student to find it. B u t  let modesty go hand in hand 
with faith. A person was once discoursing volubly with a 
Spartan concerning the felicities of the future life. “ W hy” 
demanded the latter, '• why do you not die iu order to 
enjoy it  ?” I t  was a pert, if  not a pertinent question, and 
certainly conveyed a tau n t  th a t  might profitably be ac
cepted as a wholesome reproof. We may not, often we 
cannot., speak profoundly to those who are irreverent or 
who disbelieve. One may profane the truth by speaking 
it. In uttering to another something which is real to our
selves, wo veil it in a mantle of illusion which may trans
form its nature, in his comprehension, to something in
congruous. The impure ear will tarnish the purest speech. 
I t  is well to believe in God, bu t ill to say much about 
Him.

We may not reject utterly  the methods which they  em 
ploy who stubbornly, and perhaps obtrusively, demand the 
reasons on which faith is based. Wo can hope to he truly 
spiritual only by being wholly rational. The true man 
supersedes no methods because he transccnds them. His 
concepts are characterized by a wisdom of their own. Al
though in liis case it  -may not be the product of the schools, 
it is capable of deriving lustre from their light. The 
plurality of faculties of the  hum an mind exist for a p u r 
pose. They are to be trained and employed, but none of 
them may be eradicated.

Simple men long ago inferred th a t  fire ami air or spirit, 
in some arcane manner, constituted the entity  of man. 
They had noticed th a t  the  dying departed with the breath, 
and that the warmth peculiar to the living body also dis
appeared. This led to the adoration of the flame as the 
symbol, ami to the contemplation of the spirit as the 
source of life. Analogy pointed out the fact th a t  as liv
ing beings derived existence from parents, man was de
scended from the F irst Father. .

We are all of us conscious tha t  the individual, as we see 
him with our eyes and perceive with our other physi
cal senses, is not the actual personal iti/. If lie should fall 
dead in our presence, there would still bo a body to look 
upon, a.s distinctly as before. B u t the something has 
gone forth which had imparted sensibility to the nerves 
and impulse to the muscles, ft was the person, the real 
man, tha t  went. The U K  or S i l l - :  gives place to the if. The 
person had seemed to accompany his body, bu t  has de
parted leaving it  behind. We witness the phenomena, but 
ask to learn the noumena. Here exterior, jKjsitive, “ ex 
act” scicnce fails us. Its probe can detect no real person
ality, nor its microscope disclose any source or entity  of 
being. The higher faculties must afford the .solution of 
the problem on which everything depends.

The witty, but somewhat irreverent, Hubert Ingersoll 
prefixed ono of his lectures with the travesty of Pope’s 
immortal verse : “ An honest God is the. noblest work 
of man.” Many are astonished, perhaps .shocked, a t the

audacious expression. Nevertheless, it has a purport 
which we will do well to contemplate. If we have an actual 
spiritual entity  exceeding the constituents of the corporeal 
frame, it exists from a vital principle extending from the 
Divine Source. A. genuine, earnest faith is essential to 
our felicity. Do we regard Him a.s having “ formed man 
in 11 is own image" ami after liis likeness { Are we sum 
th a t  our ideal of Him is not, some extraneous personitica.-* 
lion, the product, of our own character and d is p o s i t io n -  
created in our image ? Have we caught a view of our 
own reflection in (ho mirror of infinity ami set tha t  up 
as God \

Certainly we have no medium for the divine ray except 
in our own minds. I f  it  is refracted, or even hideously 
distorted, this must be becausc tha t medium is cloudcd 
and pervaded with evil thoughts, motives, ami propensi
ties. The image which will then be formed may be the 
individual's highest, ideal of God. But it will look to en 
lightened eyes more like an adversary ot' the* good. Fenr 
alone could persuade us to offer it. worship. To speak the  
tru th  unqualifiedly, we all hate those reflected images 
tha t are so often obtruded a.s the highest concept, of the 
Divine Doing. Many of us would say as much if we only 
had the courage.

Let ns bear in mind, then, that, what we consider to be 
God is only the index to what we conceive of Him. We 
need not hesitate, because His actual Heing transcends the 
power of the mind to comprehend Him. The ability to 
form nn idea, implies tha t  it is possible to realize it. The 
idea is itself the actual entity, the prophecy of its ac
complishment in the world of phenomena. Such concep
tions as the being of God, spiritual existence, eternity, tlio 
interior union of God with man, the eventual triumph of 
the Right., could never be found in the mind as dreams, if 
they had not. somehow been there infixed from tha t  region 
of Causes where real Being has its abode. Wo must, 
however, go up higher than external science tenches into 
the domain of Faith.

The e ther which contains the Light is more tenuous and 
spirit-like than the air th a t  transmits sound ; bu t it is 
none the  less real liecause o f  the  greater difficulty to ex
plore the secret o f  its existence. All that we suppose to 
be known concerning it is actually a m atter of faith, rather 
than the “ exact knowledge” of the scientist. The next 
lessons pertain to the higher m athem atics;  how, from what 
we know of ourselves, to find out God. We must see, if 
at all, with a sight not possessed by us in common with 
the animals ; piercing beyond that, which appears clear to 
tha t  which is.

Our searching awakens in us the perception of tho 
Divine One. Our wants indicate to us His character. 
We need wisdom tha t  transcends our highest learning, aO O’
providence th a t  considers all things, a power supreme 
above our faculty to adapt means to ends, a love 
ineffably pure to inspire all things Ibr the completes!, 
good of all. Knowing th a t  whatever we see is t.ransi-O O
tory, we are cognizant tha t  we must have other than 
mortal vision to behold the Permanent. I t  is enough tliiit. 
we acknowledge Him as the fact, of which we are tho 
im ag e ;  and that we. devote our attention accordingly to 
the clarifying of the medium which receives liis  cfllucncc. 
Let the  scope and purpose of our life be devoted to be
coming what we recognize to be the inherent character ol’ 
the  God tha t  we need. In  due time the likeness will he 
indeed the similitude, and not a “ cuv nterfeit presentment.” 
W e shall embody in our disposition and character the  very 
ideal which the witty unbeliever so strangely pictured. 
This is the meaning of the problem. A  pure man will 
display the like image of his Cod.

Entheasm, therefore, is the participation of the Divine 
nature together with prophetic illumination and inspira
tion. The modern physician, scientist and psychologist, 
it has been noted, define the  condition as “ approach
ing mental disorder,” and “ remote from the ordinary 
working-day habits of thought.” It. is doubtful whether 
they can, from their  standing-point, see the m a tte rany  more, 
clearly. By their logic, God the Creator is only a myth.



r»r, a l most, tlio cause of disorder in tlio minds of' ntoii. 
W e  cannot wisely seek tor truth at such oracles. The 
oiirlii-i teachers taugh t and bnilded hotter.

The conviction lias hoen universal that men iliil cum- 
municate  with the Deity  ami receive inspiration from 
.Him. 'I’lie Hebrew polity had its seers aud prophets, 
sehooled hy lvenit.es and Nazarim. ' I ’l i e r o  were similar 
casles ut' wise men in the various countries o f  Arjihiti, 
Egypt, Palestine, Syria, ami .Inner .Asia. Tim (Ireeks. 
whose arts and poetry am  even now piaised and imitateil, 
had also their sages, seers, and hierophants. The Hu
mans, likewise, however hestial, cruel, and arrogant, never
theless endeavoured, hy means of pontiffs, augurs, and 
haruspiivs. as well as hv adopting t.lie worship and d m -  
liii ii-s of oilier nations, to learn whatever they could f r o m  

tlii' supernal world. All seem to have believed that 
the  living on earth  was really death, nml that dying from 
tin; earth was a passing from this death to th a t  of actual 
life. A gill of poison did not extinguish Socrates. The 
phenomena of the cverv-dav world were icgarded as the il- 
lir-ive cheat of tlie physical senses ; bu t  beyond it they con
templated the existence of a region {ethereal, and not serial, 
with ■■>> limits of time or space, where all wa.s real and 
permanent. Thitherward they aspired in tin* h o p e  that 
haply they might unite  the  potencies of that, world with the 
scenes o f  I lie temporal universe. Was i t  a bootless aspira
tion, a beating of the air, a vagary of untutored frenzy

Among the individuals notably regarded as enthcast. 
were Socrates, also styled ihenviaiili', or ( !od-inspircd ; 
Anummiiis Sakkas, the  ( lod-tanght ; and Harucli or Itonc- 
dicius Spinosa, the  (!od-iutoxicated. Plato, ( lantama- 
Siddarln, Apollonius and lamblicbus, were also named 
DIVINK. “ They were, called i/otlx to whom the word ol 
I Jod came.'' 11, was the universal belief t hat, men might 
reccivc superior illumination, and that a higher and more 
inierior faculty was thereby developed.

If should not. embarrass us th a t  peculiar disorders of the 
body are sometimes attended  by extraordinary spiritual 
phenomena, nor tha t  great, anil unusual commotions ot the 
mind may occasion them. No more is proved by this than 
by the fact, eipially well established, that, shocks and ex
citement often restore paralyzed limbs ami functions. As 
for fasting and prolonged intense mental act ion, I bey are 
methods in every studious endeavour to develop a more 
perfect perception. They are legitimate aids to enable the 
mind to get beyond tbe impediments to clear th inking and 
intuition, into a higher spiritual domain. There is no 
morbidness or abnormality in this, bu t a closer approach
ing io i lie Source of real knowledge. Science owes more 
to such methods than scientists are aware or willing lo 
acknowledge. It is not lair to cite them as arguments 
against: spirituality.

The enl.lieast.ic condition indicates a life that, is lived 
beyond and above the  physical senses. It. is a state  of il
lumination rather than  a receiving of messages from the 
l>ivinity. Indeed, it  is safe to affirm that I here are 110 
new revelations. The  same word th a t  ordained Light to 
exisi never ceases to so ordain ; the  same spirit or mighty 
mind lliat. moved and operated upon the  waters at. the 
i/i'itt’*!*, is potent and active to-day. The world may vary 
iu form and aspect, but tha t  which gives it life is always 
the same. Whoever will ascend above t he changing scenes, 
will know and mirror in himself the Unchanging. This 
is what is m ean t by being involved and included in the 
divine aura and light. _

The old .Mystics used to teach tha t  we must be passive 
and not active. This by nomeans implied physical or moral 
inertia, bu t  simply receptivcness. J u s t  as a  mirror receives 
and infixes an image, so every divine radiation and in
flowing should be retained and embeinged. Thu light is 
not given or received for the  sake of having the borrowed 
splendor to shine with, bu t th a t  it  may be assimilated and 
incorporated into the life. The word is not mere speech, 
but. the reason taking th a t  form. The true speaking of 
a man is itself the  man. Every revelation of (iod is (iod, 
himself coming to man. Every such one expressing Ood 
in his I iff* ami act is the  word of (.Iod made flesh,

'l'hus we perceive th a t  entheasm is the participation nf 
the  divine nature, spirit, and power. It is the eml fur 
which mankind have existed on tbe earth, the culmination 
of tho divine purpose. ‘

— ------  ------------

A M Y H T E l l Y  Ob' M A G N E T I S M .
I»Y D .  S .  ,Sl H *( I I , IS ,  F .  T .  s .

Permit, me to report a case which has lately come under 
my observation, and which appears to me to be rem ark
able enough to warrant, its consideration by Indian 
Magnetists. I trust, th a t  some under whose eyes tbe facts 
mas......me, will favour your readers with a satisfactory ex
planation 'if the same. If is a curious instance of the 
effects of magnetism, exercised in some occult wav upon 
a woman sensitive to such influences.

The woman I speak of xvas about thirty  years old, hys
terical and subject to convulsions; she had besides (accord
ing to the doctors) paralysis of the feet, and could not. walk. 
She hail consulted all the physicians of ( 'orfu without bene
fit, and after four years’ illness, driven by despair, as is 
usually the case, slie begged one of our friends to magnetise 
her ; but, belore continuing my recital, I must say, that 
the said woman had once visitcu a monastery in a neigh
bouring village;, and that the Father Superior of the mo
nastery had produced on her a  strange impression. The 
first time she was magnetised, she saw' him in a dream 
and thought be told her tha t  he would be her protec
tor. that to him she owed her lucid somnambulism, and 
that he would cure her. .

During her somnamhnlencc she prescribed for herself 
many remedies which never failed to relieve her, and every 
time she was magnetised she saw her so-called protector. 
After four or six months of magnetism being almost cured, 
her protector ordered her to try certain baths, for which 
purpose she was to take a voyage that, would last eighteen 
months, and at tbe end of tha t  time to he back again. All 
this she did exactly, and the protector kept bis promise 
lliat during her journey he would appear to her whenever 
he should consider it. necessary. I will relate two instances 
onlv. During her stay at Naples she was attacked bv a 
sudden swelling, which frightened her so much that she 
called in one of tho best, doctors in the place, who told her 
that, she must remain a t  Naples that he might observe the 
case, and that  her departure might give rise? to dangerous 
conseipiences. But the same night she saw her protector, 
who told her to leave the next day. and promised that 
while travelling by rail the swelling would all disappear. 
This really happened. She started, and after twenty-four 
hours the swelling no longer existed.

Again, being a t  Paris, she wa.s told tha t  in spite of all 
t.lte precautions she could take, her clothes would catch 
lire, and on the seventh day, sitting near the tire, this 
really happened to her, and if it had not been lor tbe ser
vant girl, she might have been burned to death. An im
portant point is that, thanks to magnetism alone, she is 
now perfectly cured, b u t  her protector tells her that she 
must, still remain four years under bis care, and that, she 
must continue t,o obey him. It. is a strange incident in 
flu* history of magnetism, and 1 hope, that with your 
usual kindness, you will explain in it wliai I do not yet 
understand.

A F W K N l )  A T  T R U ' I I I N O I ' O I . Y  T K M . S  T I I K  I 'O I . I .O W  I Nf! 

story : “ A female relative of mine iu a village, named 
Mosoor, near Madras, is in the habit of vowilllnij m-hhil 
.•‘hmrs occasionally. I t  is said a magician has command
ed a devil to possess her iu this extraordinary, and, ol 
course, very difficult way. Physicians cannot prescribe 
any remedy for this and here is what you will certainly 
admit to be a marvellous example of the Hindu occultism, 
of which I have been an eye-witness.'’

TilKRK IS A PLEASURE IN CONTKMPI.ATINfi fiO on ; THRP.E 
is a greater pleasure in receiving good; hut. the greatest 
pleasure of all is in doing good, which comprehends the rest,



OFFICIAL D E S P A T C H E S  FROM T1IE  
A M E R IC .  1 .V 0 0  I ' E R N M E N 7 ’.

The undersigned asks tho attention of the class of per
sons indicated in the subjoined communications, to the 
requests for cooperation made on behalf of the United 
Sta tes  (iovermnent. The documents mentioned liy C olo
nel Mallery have come safely to hand, and will be forward
ed to any gentlemen who may he willing to aid the Bureau 
of E thno logy ill its  a t te m p t  to define the  gesture-speech 
of mankind. In th is  connection the reader cannot avoid 
calling to mind the inestimable benefit which resulted, a 
few vein's ago, from the voluntary assistance rendered by 
shipmasters to the  U nited  States Naval Observatory, in 
observing the ocean currents and prevailing winds in dif
ferent parts of the globe. Maury’s Charts  were tho pre
cious result.. In the hope of largely increasing the nu m 
ber of observers, I have written to Colonel Mallery to send 
me duplicates of the illustrative wood-cuts which illustrate 
his circular, with the  view of publishing them in this 
journal.

The “ Official Gazette” of the United S tates Patent 
Office is the most, valuable publication of the kind issued 
by any Government. I will be happy to receive the ap
plications of any publishers or societies that may In; desi
rous of accepting the Librarian’s otter for an exchange of 
publications.

llKNItV S. ( ll.i'n'IT.
Girgaum. Bombay, May 1880.

S m i t h s o n i a n '  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  B i t i i k a u  o f  I v r n M u . n o v ,  
]\r<ix/iiii<iliui, J>. 0., Erl'. 'iS, /.SSI).

I !<il.. II. S. O l.rorr,
U. S. Commissioner,

c/o American Consul,
Bombay, India.

M v  1 > K A It S i l t ,

I have the  honor to mail to you herewith ten 
copies of t.hi! preliminary paper on Sign Language referred 
to iu my letter of November 18, 187!), as in preparation 
lor distribution to persons iu various parts of the world 
who may be expected to take interest and give assistance 
by contributions to the  final work. You will confer a 
favor upon this Bureau and myself by distributing the 
copies according to' your judgment, ns I well know that 
you have both the acquaintance and the  personal influence 
which may be relied upon to secure attention in the most 
useful quarters to my undertaking.

I also mail fifty sheets of “ Outlines of A rm ,” and five 
of “ Types of I land Positions” so t hat if any of the per
sons receiving the pamphlet, are ready to contribute 
I hey can do so without the delay of application to me.

I remain, very sincerely yours,
G a Hit it'i< M a l l e r y ,

Bos. Lt.-C ol., IT. S. A.

1,1 l i l t A R Y  t i l '  T 1 I K  U n  I T I T I  S T A T K S  P A T K N T  O l T l i ' K ,

ir w „ w e > ,, ]>. ( \  F,'h. :?7, is,so.4 ’ ’
Cm.. H un ky  S. O i / io t t ,

Bombay.
J)kar Silt,

A t the request of the Department of State, I 
send you copies of the Patent publications ol' this office, 
viz. :—

1. A volume of the “ Official Gazette some copies of 
numbers of t.he same.

2. A volume showing the weekly issue of Patents  and 
Specimens of the form in which they are issued.

I hope these may he of use to you in showing the work 
ot this (iovermnent iu the m atter  of P a ten ts  as related to 
coinmcrcc anil manufactures. I would also add th a t  il'yoit 
desire other copies, we shall be glad to supply them, and 
only regret that the haste in which these are sent p re 
vents our giving the best styles of art iu the specimens now' 
sent.

In  your laltors for the  interests of commerce, may I  ask in 
behalf of this Library, th a t  you will, if convenient, suggest 
to those you meet th e  desire of this office to procure all 
publications in the East tha t refer to the arts or m a n u 
factures in any way. W e especially desire to procure the 
transactions of learned societies, periodicals anil o the r  
works published in India and the East, and in exchange 
shall be glad to semi the ‘‘Official Gazette” (weekly)to such 
as will favor us with the ir  publications. I would espe
cially call your a tten tion  to the branches of the  Royal 
Asiatic Society a t  Bombay ami Calcutta, sets of whose 
publications would I ks verv useful to us. I  should like also 
to secure an exchange with the Cnlrulln Itrvicic. I m en 
tion these as specimens, but. would say that, any publica
tion in the Kasl. will lie most, welcome, anil in your trou
bles, ifyou can suggest the  desire expressed herein, yon 
will confer a great favor which will be duly appreciated.

Verv respectfully,

NVk s t o n  F l i n t ,

T H E  R E V I V A L  O E  M E S M E R IS M .

ft is a fortunate th ing  that, the Baron tin Potet has 
survived to lead the  new movement for the study of 
Magnetic Science th a t  has begun. The dignity of his 
venerable age, bis high personal character, his learning, 
his devotion to science, and especially his own marvellous 
magnetic power and experience iu psychological matters, 
mark him as the fittest of all men for the post of leader. 
A vigorous constitution has tided him over a long series 
of vital crises, such as would have killed ordinary mortals. 
Ouring the  sixty years that have elapsed since the time 
when, a young man, he crushed the scepticism of the 
French Academicians by his experiments at the Hotel- 
Dieu, what changes has lie not seen ! W h a t  revelations 
have there not come to h im o f  the cowardice, treachery, 
falsity and narrow-mindedness of the so-called scientific 
world ! Sixty years of comparative isolation spent in 
search of honest men who were ready to be convinced 
liv proofs. More than  half a century during which this 
devoted student of Psychology has been exploring the 
labyrinths of nature and human nature with the lamp 
tif l le rm es  and the wand of the Indian adept. His long 
day began with a hard-earned triumph, nnd though con
stantly overclouded by the  hostility of the ignorant and 
the sceptical, it now seems likely to close with the bright 
promise of a be tter era for his favourite science.

Not within thirty  years has there been such attention 
paid to magnetism as now. The Spiritualists and Spiri
tists have hitherto  quite  neglected it  for the more sensa
tional phenomena of the ir  “circles” ; and such scant a t ten 
tion as science would have otherwise grudgingly given 
it, has also been absorbed by the mediumistic marvels. 
But, like all novelties, phcnomenalistic spiritualism has 
apparently  lost its first momentum. A variety of’caused 
among them the Theosophical movement, have combined 
to force Magnet ic Science again upon the public notice. 
Thoughtful Spiritualists have nt last discovered tha t mc- 
diuniship can never lie understood without the aid of 
Mesmerism. Yet a little while aud we will see the some 
namhulc properly valued, anti the magneto-therapcutist 
accorded his due place among our medical benefactors. 
Vet a little longer, and the  sublime utterances of Aryan 
seers an d  the philosophic exposit ions of Aryan sages, will 
be eagerly read by a W es t  tha t  is already tired of its 
blind guides in theology and science. The West wails 
for the mystery of life to lie disclosed to it. Who will 
help along this consummation { Who is ready to unite 
with sympathetic mi mis, the  world over, irrespective of 
race or creed, and give the  Science of Magnetism the a t ten 
tive study its transcendent merits deserve i Our Society 
has begun the work in Asia and will see that it does 
liol flag.



Tho magnetist,s of Paris under the  lead of du Potet 
fire organizing societies. publishing journals, opening free 
dispensaries, giving p\ihlic lectures with experiments by 
scientific magnetists, nnd educating a corps of female 
practitioners to relieve patients of their  own sex. It is 
plainly seen, on reading the ( 'halne Afar/m1/hpie, the able 
organ of t.he Parisian magnetists, th a t  the mystical science 
of Paracelsus and Mesmer is fully revived. At Vienna, 
the  ( \>nrt, Academy and public are alike staggered bv 
the  mesmeric cures and experiments of a Danish physician, 
limned Hansen. At SI. Petersburg!) some of Ihe most, 
eminent, w a n ts ,  moved hy tlu* lalc Parisian successes of 
our colleague, the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof—-a I ready describ
ed in th is  magazine— are investigating magnetism and spiri
tualism. Leipzig is now one of the  world’s grea t centres 
of psychological interest, Zdllmer, F ichte and other ph i
losophers and scientists of the first rank having made 
most import ant, discoveries in psychic force. The wave 
lias read ied  America, and our neighbouring colony of 
Australia responds willi enthusiasm. Thus, on every side 
breaks a splendid morning in whose full light, we may 
see perfected a K-ience whose beginnings are found in 
the remotest antiquity— the noblest, most absorbing that 
m ankind ever studied.

For Asiatics this magnetic revival has a paramount, 
interest.. Kvery advance made by Western Science in this 
direction brings out more clearly the grandeur of Indian 
philosophy. We have said this before, but. will not rest 
until the fact is fully recognized. I t  cannot be denied 
tha t  modern magnetism makes it easy to understand an 
cient, Yoga Viilya. W hen one sees how the psychic self 
manifests its separate activities while the  physical body 
is plunged iu the deepest insensibility, Patan ja li’s A pho
risms acquire a meaning which m ight otherwise escape 
us. W hen tho magnetist can by passes of his hand release 
the somnambule’s “ so u l” from the bodily prison, and 
send it. wandering wheresoever he wills, the Siddhis of 
Krishna are seen to be realities and not. mere fanciful im a
ginings. Knowing th a t  the  clairvoyant’s sight discovers 
the most, hidden things, his inner car hears the most 
distant sounds, and ne ither  space nor time exist for him 
any longer, how dull an observer must he be who fails 
to understand tha t the  Yogi’s powers as described in the 
Tanlric Shastras, the  D n y u n v x h im r i,  and the  S h r in ia f J)h<>- 
q a ra to ,  must, be attainable. K A a .n x  is bu t a modern 
name for the old >S’tnnarihi, the  sensitive’s ilaiihle nothing 
but, the  Indian K dm u-rnpa  and y h iya ra -rvp a . And, if 
the magnetists of our nge enn point to their m ult i tud i
nous cures of disease by the  laying-on of the ir  hands, the 
self-same results are also recorded in everyone of t he older 
Asiatic works treating of psychological science. So runs 
the world’s experience in cycles after cycles, ever starting 
from a fixed point and always returning to it again. As 
matter and spirit oppose and balance each other, so m a
terial science and spiritual philosophy are ever in conflict, 
but still effecting an equilibrium. Materialism has had
il.s day ; the time has now come for its opposite to show 
its power. The gate of t,he secret shrine is about to he 
opened and the magnetist has the key nt his girdle.

In l e m a i s t k k ’k  t r a v k i . s  w h  h h a d  t h a t  o y k i i t h f .  o a t k

of a church of La Chartreuse, near Milan, is the following 
inscription : “ M arie Virgin!, mat ri, /Me, sjuwxe lh i ,"  which 
in English is, “ To the Virgin M ary, the M other, the, 
Jhiughlcr, the Wife o f  Got!. ’ This adds another to “ the 
mysteries of Godliness,” for, according to this, Jesus was 
his own father and the son of his own daughter.

J a m e s  m u : ,  o f  n e w  .teiiskv , lf.i t  $r>0,000 t o  t h k  
cause of the heathen, in his will, and his own sister, living a 
mile away, was sick and suffering for a nurse. Jam es 
has gone where coal is not needed, and yet, they ’II take 
him in.— lianner o f Liaht,

S H O U L D  W E  C A L L  O U R S E L V E S  A R Y A S ?

1!V A M I T T P A .

Little  less than a qunrter of a century ago, the thought 
first occurred to me th a t  tho proper designation of tlio 
people who believed in tho Vedic. religion was not Hindu 
but, Arya, the former name having been first, applied In 
them bv the Meliomodans. I am behind now in my 
reverence, sentimental a t  least, for tha t  noble race the An
cient Arvas, and the  term Arya is certainly associated with 
all tha t is great and glorious in human character. Never
theless, Irutli requires it lo be stated tha t  your correspon
dent goes ra ther too far when he says th a t  the term  H in 
du is a name of contumely nnd disgrace. F a r  from being 
so, it  is derived, or ra ther  cornipted in pronunciation, 
from a genuine Sanskrit word— Sindhu which was the 
name of the people who inhabited the country bordering 
on the Indus, also called in Sanskrit Sindhu.* Foreign 
invaders from the N orth  crossing the Sindhu and finding 
the  people whom they  first met, called Sindhus, applied 
the name to the  people of the  whole Peninsula. Thus 
Hind, India and H indu nre nil derived from the Sanskrit 
Sindhu,1f  the  first two terms coming to designate the 
country nnd the last., the people on this side of Sindhu 
or Indus. It is, indeed, gratifying to think th a t  the name 
of our great, ancestors— Arya— which, but a few years ago, 
was not, even known to the great majority of our country
men including those educated in English schools, has now 
come to be so generally respected by them. And this, it 
must be frankly confessed, is due to the exertions of Pan
d it  Dayanand Saraswati. It is, however, not. only pedan
tic bu t  simply ludicrous to apply, as some do, the term 
Arva instead of Hindi, to the vernacular of the N orth
W estern Provinces, in contradistinction to Sanskrit. It 
betrays an ignorance or careless disregard, least, pardonable 
in an Arya who pretends to any familiarity with Sanskrit 
literature, of the fact, th a t  the language which, a t  a com
paratively la ter period, was styled Sanskrit (Polished), was 
the native tongue of the Aryas alone and tha t  If A rya is 
to stand for the distinctive name of a language, it  must, be 
the name of the Sanskrit only. To call the Hindi lan
guage Arya and the  vernaculars, for instance, of Bengal, 
Maharashtra, Guzrat— Bengali, Maharashtri and Guzraf.ee 
and the ancient Indian  language Sanskrit, is ignorantly, 
though unintentionally  to insinuate th a t  the ancient In
dians were not Arvas. I  would also take this opportunity 
of pointing out the  mistake, which has been now too often 
repeated, of supposing Aryavarta to be the name of the 
whole peninsula ; whilst it  is the name of only Hindustan 
Proper or Tndia between the Himfilaya and Vindya m oun
tains. I may add th a t  the word Ind is not, as your cor
respondent supposes, derived from Tndu ; Sindh, Hind, and 
Tnd being, as i have already said, all modifications of S in
dhu ns pronounced by different races.

W ith  reference to the  proposal of our resuming a t  once 
the title of Arya, I m ust say— first deserve, then  desire. 
The first, step, says your correspondent, towards the  gra
dual restoration of India, to her ancient, greatness would 
bo to assume the title. To me it seems, it, ought to bo the 
last step. How few are there among us whose knowledge 
of Sanskrit enables them even to hold a communion with 
our noble ancestors. We. a considerable number of us, 
have formed ourselves into Arya Sa ninjas to discuss ques
tions of old Indian religion and philosophy. B u t have wo, 
as yet, earnestly set ourselves to the study of the Aryan 
language in which they  are embodied ? Your correspon
dent admits tha t  until  recently the names of Veda and 
Arya were scarcely known to thousands of our ignorant

* T r u e ,  llic I c n n  l l i m l u  is  p w irttin ts  u s e d  iu a  b a d  s e n s e  b y  P e r s in n  wri- 
to rs ,  b u t  t h e  S a n s k r i t  w o r d  J )eva,  d e n o t i n g  d iv i n i t y  it se l f ,  is e m p lo y e d  by 
o ld  P e r s i a n  w r i t e r s  in t h o  f o rm  o f  Deo to  d e n o t e  i n v a r ia b l y  ft d e m o n .  No 
M u h a m m a d a n  s h o u l d  e v e r  t h i n k  o f  r e l i n q u i s h in g  t l i e  i i t l o  M u sn lm an ,  d im ply  
b e c a u s e  t h e  t e r m  is s o m e t i m e s  u s e d  by  H i n d u s  in a n  i m p u r o ’s en s e .  N o  
d o u b t  A r y a  is a  b e t t e r  a n d  m o i e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e r m  t h a n  H in d u ,  w h ic h ,  
t h o u g h  c e r t a i n l y  o f  S n n s k r i t  o r ig i n ,  a f t e r  a l l  a  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  w as  a p p l ie d  
f i r s t  t o  I n d i a n s  b y  th o  M u h a m m a d a n s .

f  T h e  l e t t e r s  * n n d  h  a c c o r d i n g  to  a  w e l l - k n o w n  ph i lo lo g ica l  law .  a r e  in t e r ,  
• •hangablo ,  a^ iu  t h e  w o r d s  .*om/ n n d



countrymen. H e  adds tha t it  was “ Pandit i)aydnand, 
the L u ther  of India, who made these names echo and re
echo all over India.” Il is very good tliat you have been 
taught to be loud of these names. B u t  is it a mere senti
mental or a real, active loud ness ? Are you, my Arya bre
thren, especially those ol the Arya Samajn, are you labour
ing to aci|tiire a knowledge of the Sanskrit, to be enabled 
to judge for yourselves, the  merits of tho energetic pro
ductions of your Ind ian  Luther and compare them  with 
the abler commentaries ? ( 'an you honestly claim the 
right of pjussing, ju s t  now, any judgm en t whatever on 
Pandit D ayanand’s work and awarding him any title 
whatever t Are yon content with being blindly led by 
his teachings— favouring, perhaps, its they do, the .Semi
tic notions of deity and worship* you have imbibed from 
English books,— and with satisfying your vanity by the 
empty title of Arya ? 1 hope not. Then do drink a t  the
very fountain of ancient wisdom and let your breast be 
inspired, puritied and cjevated with genuine sentiments, 
lofty, indeed, as they are, of Aryan philosophy and religion. 
Kosolvo solemnly to devote a t  least a couple of hours daily 
to thi! study of Sanskrit. U n ite  and strive for the gene
ral diffusion of Sanskrit learning. L et Aryan words and 
Aryan thoughts be far more familiar to your tongue and 
heart thau English is a t  present. Appeal to the liberality 
of the princes and chiefs of India, awaken them to a sense 
of their duty to the ir  dear native land, for it is they tha t 
can really help the cause of Aryan learning. It is for them 
to establish Sanskrit schools and colleges in all the prin
cipal cities of India, besides those under their own admini
stration, to found scholarships ami fellowships for the 
encouragement and support of scholars and learned men. 
is  it  not the chief object of our literary ambition, at p re 
sent to be able to compose an article in gooil English and 
to deliver an eloquent speech in  the  same language ! And 
can we who have not even a sm a t te r in g , of the  Aryan 
tongue honestly claim the denomination of Arya ? is  it not 
a painful, a shameful necessity tha t  compels me, a t the 
present moment, to advocate the cause of Aryan learning 
in a foreign tongue ! Should not the Sanskrit rather thano o
the English be the universal medium of communication 
in the Aryan land ? 1 am here reminded of the Vedic in
junction (let us not u tter  a non-
aryan, let us not u t te r  a corrupt word) and the s ta tem ent 
of Mahiibluirata fTiafi •• The Aryas by their
speech never act the Mlcchcha.” liut how can tbe study 
of Sanskrit bo widely and deeply ditfused throughout In
dia. ? Who would devote himself to the study of Sanskrit 
for tho sake of starvation '{ Tho knowledge of EnglishO O
alone leads to posts of emolument*)— nay, it is necessary 
for natives, in order oven th a t  they  may live. 1 have 
already hinted th a t  the ancient learning of the land 
must depend, for its revival, upon the patriotic liber
ality of those who yet represent the more or less 
ancient ruling powers of India. O ur enlightened Gov
ernment has already granted a munificent fund for the 
preservation of Sanskrit manuscripts, and it can hardly bo 
expected (though we may naturally hope for it) to lend 
stronger and more effectual aid to the cause of Sanskrit, 
instruction thau it is already giving. Some time ago I 
heard from Colonel Olcott tha t  the Thcosopllists were go
ing to address, in tho vernacular, the  princes and chiefs 
of India on tho subject. Should this noble band th a t  is 
inspired with so ardent a love for onr country succeed iu 
awakening them from the sleep of ignorance and apathy 
in this all-important matter, India shall ever remain be-

•  I  c a n n o t  rc>Ut t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  o f  i | i i o t i n ^  h e r o  tlio l i c a u t i fu l  c o n t r a i l  
d r a w n  in “  InU U n v e i l e d . "  I. 1.VJ, b e t w e e n  A r y a n  a n d  S e m i t i c  wm>hi |» , 
n o t i n g  h o w e v e r ,  n t  t h e  *am e  t i m e  m o s t  d i s t i n c t l y  t l m t  tiiu D e i t y ,  in tlio 
A r y a n  t r e e d ,  ia n e v e r  conceivcd>  n* i t w i tn l  to  N a t u r o ,  b u t  a s  *»</ il .
Uod , i t  n m « t  n u v e r  b e  f o r g o t t e n ,  id tlio l i c i t i^  N a l u r e  a u d  m a n i f e s t e d
in  N a t u r e ,  o r  move co r r e c t ly ,  iu w h ich  N a t u r e  is m a n i f e s t e d .

“  C 'h iia ti ims cidi thin a d o r a t i o n  of  N a t u r e  in  h e r  m o s t  c o n c e a l e d  v e r i t i e s  -  
P a n th e i s m .  J lu t,  i f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  w h ich  w o r s h i p s  a u d  r e v e a l s  t o  us  < >od iu 
S jx ic e  iu  H i '  o n ly  o b j e c t i v e  f o rm  t h a t  o f  v is ib le  m i t u r e  -  pc» i*e tu a l ly  r e m in d *  
h u m a n i ty  of h i m  who  c r c a t c d  i t ,  a n d  a  r e l ig io n  of th e o lo g ic a l  d o g m a t i s m  
o n ly  s e r v e s  to  concea l H im  t i i e  m o r e  f r o m  o u r  v ig li l ,  w h ic h  i* t h e  b e l t e r  
a d a p t e d  to  t h o  ueoda  o f  n i u u k i u d  P  .

liolden to the Theosophieal Society and shall have every 
reason to look upon it.s establishment a.s providential and 
God -send. The charity of Indian chiefs is perhaps more 
bountiful than th a t  of the nobles of other lands. H u n 
dreds are daily fed, though ala.s ! without much d is
crimination, in alms-houses (auna-sattras) established 
by their munificence. If they lie but impressed with 
the sacred character— the most sacred under the  teach
ings of tbe Dharmasastras— of gifts organized and perpe
tuated for the encouragement and maintenance of learned 
men ; if it  be but shown to them that their religion itself 
rests upon .sacred learning anil teaching and that the class of 
scholars and Pandits— the real representatives of tho old 
Aryas— whose chief business is to receive and bestow Sans
krit instruction, is daily dying away from want of liveli
hood, they are sure to turn  their liberality in this direc
tion a l s o .

I cannot help adding tha t  the cultivation of Sanskrit 
alone will not be sufficient, for the restoration of I niiiuit 
greatness at a time when the study of natural science Inn 
created a new power iu civilized Europe and America, 
Though tho Thcosophists very justly  deprecate— aud we 
heartily sympathise with th em — the materialistic tendon* 
cy of Modern Science, they cannot deny that tho present 
national superiority of linropc and America to India is dm: 
to no other cause. Until (if a t  all) Psychology or Spiri
tualism scculos to man iu general powers by which In: 
could defy those derived from the physical source, India 
must study external nature also. The sons of Bharata, 
therefore, m ust combine a knowledge of Sanskrit and of 
English, bu t no useless waste of time should be made, as 
at present for the study of the latter, beyond what is ne
cessary for the. acquisition of the sciences. Ample encour
agement should be held out for the  translation of valua- 
ablo scientific works into Sanskrit and then, as more easily 
practicable, into the different vernaculars. All this is, of 
course, a work of time, and cannot be at once accomplish
ed. When we consider tha t Greek and Latin are both 
studied iu European Universities, it cannot be fairly con
tended that the Indian youth would find it almost impos
sible to learn both Sanskrit aud English, difficult as they 
are. I t  is to bo remembered tha t  Sanskrit is more inti
mately connected with our vernaculars than Greek and 
Latin are with the modern languages of Europe.

In conclusion, I would remark tlmt the appellation 
Veda-vadi, or still be tter Brahn»a-vadi— tho word lindima. 
denoting not only the Veda, but the Eternal and Intinite 
Spirit underlying nature,— may be used to indicate our 
creed as the term Arya may be employed in more particular 
reference to our nationality.

J  M u D E U .\  X E E I i  Ol '  l/ /.V/O.Y,'\

Mr. Ambi ose March Phillipps-de-l.isle, of GaW.-lulon 
Park and Grace-1 )ieu Manor, au Knglish gentleman of 
ancient lineage and a fine estate, who has died early iu 
] <S7S, has left behind him a most startling story of liis 
spiritual experience, l ie  became a Gatholic while very 
young, iu ol>ediencc to a “ heavenly vision ” like tha t which 
was witnessed by M. de Uatisbonne in the Church ol 
St. Andrea della V alle, at Home. While wandering over 
tho hills and woods of his Leicestershire estates he saw 
a light in the heavens and hoard a voice cry " Mahomet 
is A n t i -C h r i s t ;” which led to his writing a work on 
Mahometanism. In France, lying ill of a fever, he was 
instantly cured by an invocation of the blessed Virgin ; 
and while singing the midnight mass last Christmas in 
his private cha)>ol at ( iavendoii he heard au unearthly 
voice saying ; “ Wouldst thou not rather chant iu heaven 
thau on earth ! "  to which lie replied that he would, aud 
was tha t day seized with the illness of which ho died. 
These things aro all atlirmed of himself by a man of un
questioned veracity, rare accomplishments, high social [>osi~ 
tiou, and of remarkable ability iu managing his ordinary 
affairs as ii landowner and a magistrate,
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Tin: ruins of Central America nrc no less imposing. 
Massively built, with walls of n. “ rent thickncss, they nrc 
usually marked by broad stairways, leading to tlio |iriii«'i]>;iI 
entrance. When composed of several stories, eiieli succes
sive story is usually sniidler than tha t  below it, giving the 
structure the appearance of a. pyramid of several stages. 
Tlio front walls, either made of stone or stuccoed, are 
covered with elaborately carved, syinlmlical figures ; and 
the interior divided into corridors and dark chambers, 
with arched ceilings, the roofs supported by overlapping 
courses of stones, “ constituting a pointed arch, corro- 
s|>ondihg in type with the earliest monuments of the old 
world." Within several chambers at Paloiiqne, tablets, 
covered with sculptures and hieroglyphics of line design 
and artistic execution, were discovered bv Stephens. In 
Honduras, a t  Copan, a whole city— temples, houses and 
grand monoliths intricately carved— was unearthed m an 
old forest by Cathorwood and Stephens. The sculpture 
and general style of Copan are unique, and no such stylo 
or even anything approaching it has been found anywhere 
else, oxcept a t  Quirigiia, nnd in the  islands ot Lake 
Nicaragua. No one can decipher the weird hioroglyphical 
inscriptions on the altars and monoliths. With the 
exception of a few works of uncut stone, “ to Copnn, we 
may safely assign an antiquity  higher than to any ol the 
other monuments of Central America with which we are 
acqua in ted” says the Nco' Am erican CyclojMnilia. A t 
the period of the S)>aiiisli conquest., C<ipan wa.s already 
a forgotten ruin, concerning which existed onl)' the 
vaguest traditions.

No less extraordinary nre the remains of Ihe dill'ereiit 
epochs ill I’ern. The ruins of the temple of the Sun at 
Cuzco are yet imposing, notwithstanding that the depre
cating hand of the Vandal Spaniard p;issed heavily over it. 
It we may believe the narratives of the conquerors th e m 
selves, they found it, on their  arrival, a kind of a fairy-tale 
castle. With it.s enormous circular stone wall completely 
encompassing tbe principal temple, chapels and buildings, 
it is situated iu the very bear I', of the city, and even its 
remains justly  provoke the admiration of the traveller.
" Aqueducts opened within the sacred inclosure ; and with
in it were gardens, aud walks among thrill's o.u<l Jfmcers oj 
yoltl ami tileer, made in imitation of the productions ol 
nature. It wa.s attended by 4,000 priests.” " The ground 
says La Vega., “ for 200 paces i; round the temple, wa.s 
considered holy, and no one wns allowed to pass w ith 
in this boundary but with linked feet.” Besides this great 
temple, there were JI00 other inferior temples at 
Cu z c o .  Next to the latter in beauty, was the cele
brated temple of Pachacainac. Still another g reat tem 
ple of tbe Sun is mentioned by H um bo ld t;  and, “ a t  the 
base of the hill of Cannar was formerly a famous shrine ol 
the Sun, consisting of the  universal symlml of tha t  lum i
nary, formed by nature upon the face of a great rock.” 
Koman tells us “ th a t  tlic temples of Peru were built 
upon liigb grounds or the top of tbe hills, nnd were sur
rounded by three nml four circular em bankm ents ot earth 
one within the other. O ther remains seen by mysell—  
especially mounds—are surrounded by two, three, and lour 
circles of stones. Near the town of Cava mix*, on the very 
sjiot on which Ulloa saw and described an ancient Pei u- 
vian temple “ perfectly circular in form, anil open at the 
top,” there nre several such cromlech*. Quoting from an 
article in the  jllailras Tim e* of 1<S70, Mr. J .  ll.  Rivett- 
Carnnc gives, in his Archaeological Notes, the following 
information upon some curious mounds in the neigh
bourhood of Bangalore.” *" N ear  the village there 
are a t  least one hundred cromlechs plainly to be seen. 
These cromlechs are surrounded by circles of stones, 
some of them with concentric circles three nnd four

** On A urirtit on in  l\  »n tti'n ,, J h 'f i 't ,  s im i l a r  t o  th o s e
f o u n d  on  m o n o l i th *  nm l  rock ^  in  K'iru|*o. Ijy J .  I i .  lU v e t t -C n rn n c ,  U cn g u l  
Civil Scrvicc, (.'.I.E., K.8.A. , M . U . A . S ,  K,U B , fcc.

deep. One. very remarkable iu appearance has four 
circles of largo stones around it, and is called by the na
tives ‘ I’andavara Cludi’ or the temples of the Pandas.... 
This is supposed to be the first instance, where the natives 
popularly imagine a structure ol this kind to have been 
the temple of a by-gone, if not of a mythical, race. Many of 
these structures have a triple circle, some a double, ami 
a few single circles of stone round th e m ’ In the 
:i5th degree of latitude, the Arizone Indians in North 
America have their  rude altars to this day, surrounded by 
precisely such circles, nnd their sacred spring, discovered 
by Major Alfred R! Calhoun, F.U.S., of "tbe United 
States Army Survey Commission, is surrounded with tin: 
same symbolical wall of stones, as is found in Stonehenge 
and elsewhere.

By far the most interesting and lull account we have 
read tor a long time upon the Peruvian antiquities is that 
from tbe pen of Mr. H ea th  of Kansas, already mentioned. 
Condensing the general picture of these remains into tin: 
limited space of a few pages iu a  periodical* be yet 
manages to present a masterly and vivid pictun> of the 
wealth of these remains. More than one speculator has 
grown rich in a few days through bis desecrations of the 
“ liuaeas.” The remains of countless generations of unknown 
races, who had slept there undisturbed— who knows for 
how many ages— aro now left by the sacrilegious tren- 
siire-hunter to crumble into dust under the tropical sun. 
Mr. Heath's conclusions, more startling, perchanec, than 
his discoveries, are worthy of being recorded. We will 
repeat in brief his descriptions.

“ In the JcguaU*pegue valley in Peru in 70" 2+' S. Lati
tude, four miles north of the port of P a c a s m a y o  is the 
Jeguatcpuguo liver. N ear  it, beside the southern shore, is 
an elevated platform ‘ one-lburth of a mile square nnd 
forty feet high, all of adobes’ or sun-burnt bricks. A 
wall of fifty i’eet in width connects it  with another ;” l->0 
feet bigli, 200 feet across the top, and ">00 at the base, 
nearly square. This la tter  was built in sections of rooms, 
ten feet square a t  the I n i s c , six feet nt the top and about 
eight feet nigh. All of this same elnssof mounds— temples to 
worship the sun, or fortresses, a.s they may be— have on the 
northerly side an incline for an entrance. Treasure-seekci's 
have cut into this one about half-way, and it is said 
f.">0,000 dollars worth of gold and silver ornaments were 
found.” Here many thousands of men were buried and 
beside the skeletons were found iu abundance ornaments 
of gold, silver, copper, coral lieiuls, &c.... “ On the north
side of the river, are the extensive ruins ot a walled city, 
two miles wide by six long....  Follovv the river to the 
mountains. All along you pass ruin after ruin and huaca 
after liunca,” (burial places). A t Tolon there is another 
ruined city. Five miles further, up the river, " there is 
an isolated boulder of granite, four and six feet in its dia
meters, covered with hieroglyphics ; fourteen miles lur- 
ther, a point of mountain a t  the j u n c t i o n  ot two ravines 
is covered to a height of more than fifty feet with the 
sillne class of hieroglyphics— birds, fishes, snakes, cats, 
monkeys, men, sun, moon, and many odd aud now un
intelligible forms. The rock on which these are cut is ;i 
silicated sandstone, and m a n y  o f  the l i n e s  are an eighth 
of an inch deep. In one large stone there are three holes 
t wenty to th ir ty  inches deep, six inches in diameter a t  the
the orifice and two a t  the apex__At Anchi, on the ltimao
river, u | k>ii the face of a  perpendicular wall 200 feet above 
the river-bed, there  are two hieroglyphics, representing an 
imperfect 7/ and a perfect I). In a crevice below them, 
near the river, were found buried 2o,000 dollars worth of 
gold nnd silver, when the Incas learned of the murder 
of their chief, what did they do with the gold they were 
bringing for bis ransom ! Humour says they buried it... 
May not these markings a t  Yonan tell something, since 
they are on the road and near to the Ineal city ?”

The al>ove was published in November, 1K7N, when, in 
October 1 <S77, in my work “ Isis Unveiled” (Vol. I. p.
1 gave a legend, which, for circumstances too long to ex

• Sue K«h m  Ci'y A'rnVif oj iStnim u/ttl //n/iidry, November 187(J.



plain, I  hold to be perfectly trustworthy, relating to these 
same buried treasures for the Jnea’s ransom, a journal 
more satirical than polite classed it with the tales of Ba
ron Munchausen. The secret was revealed to me hy a Pe
ruvian. A t  Arica, going from Limn, there stands au enor
mous rock, which tradition points to as the tomb of the 
Incas. As the last rays of the setting sun strike the face 
of the rock, one can see curious hieroglyphics inscribed 
upon it. These characters form one of the land-marks 
tha t show how to get a t  the immense treasures buried in 
subterranean corridors. The details are given iu “ Isis,” and 
I will not repeat them. Strong corroborative evidence is 
now found in more than one recent scientific work ; and 
the s ta tem ent may be less pooh-poohed now than  it was 
then. Some miles beyond Yonan on a ridge of a moun
tain 700 feet above the river are the walls of another city. 
Six and twelve miles further are extensive walls and te r
races ; seventy-eight miles from the coast, “ you zigzag 
up the mountain side 7,000 feet, then descend 2,000” to 
arrive a t  Coxamolca, the city where, unto this day, stands 
the house in which Atahualjia, the  unfortunate Inca, was 
held prisoner hy the treacherous Pizzaro. It is the house 
which the  Inca “ promised to fill with gold as high as he 
could reach, in exchange for his liberty” iu 1532 ; he did 
till i t  with 17,500,000 dollars worth of gold, and so kept 
his promise. B u t Pizzaro, the  ancient swineherd of Spain 
and the worthy acolyte of the priest Hernando de Lngues, 
murdered him notwithstanding his pledge of honour. Three 
miles from this town, “ there is a wall of unknown make.
Cemented, the cement is harder than stone itself..............
A t Chopon. ‘here is a mountain with a wall twenty feet 
high’the summit beingalmost entirely artificial. Fifty miles 
south of Pacaomayo, between the seaport. of’ Hunnchnco 
and Truxillo, are the ruins of Chan-Chan, the capital city
of the Chimoa kingdom......... The road from the port to the
city crosses these ruins, entering by a causeway about four 
feet from the ground, and leading from one great mass of 
ruins to another ; beneath this is a tunnel. Be they forts, 
castles, palaccs or burial mounds called “ huacas,” all bear 
the name “ lumen.” Hours of wandering on horseback 
among these ruins give only a confused idea of them, nor 
can any explorers there |n>int ou t what were palaces and
what were not__  The highest enclosures must have
cost an immense amount of labour.

To give an idea of the wealth found in t I k s  country by 
the  Sjianiards, we copy the following, taken from the 
records of the municipality in the city of Truxillo by Air. 
llea th .  I t  is a copy of the accounts that are found in the 
book of Fifths of the Treasury in the years 1577 and 
1578, of the treasures found in the “ Huaca of Toledo” by 
one man alone.

First.— In Truxillo, Peru, on the 22nd of Ju ly  1577, 
Don Gracia Gutierrez de Foledo presented himself at the 
royal treasury, to give into the royal chest a-fifth. He 
brought ii bar of gold 1!) carats ley and weighing 2,400 
Spanish dollars, of which the fifth being 70S dollars, to 
gether with l i  per cent, to the chief assnyer, were deposi
ted in the royal box.

Secondly.— On the 12th of December he presented h im 
self with five bars of gold, 15 and 11) carats ley, weighing 
8,018 dollars.

Thirdly .— On the 7th of January  1578, he came with his 
fifth of large bars and plates of gold, one hundred and 
fifteen iu number, 15 to 20 carats ley, weighing 153,280 
dollars.

Fourthly .— On the 8th of March lie brought sixteen Lars 
of gold, 14 to 21 carats ley, weighing 21,118 dollars.

F ifth ly .— On the 5th of April lie brought different orna
ments of gold, being little belts of gold and patterns of 
corn-hcads and other things, of 14 carats lev, weighing
0,272 dollars. '

Sixthly .— On the 20th of April ho brought three small 
bars of gold, 20 carats ley, weighing 4,170 dollars.

Seventhly.— On the 12th of Ju ly  he cnmo with forty- 
Bevcn bars, 14 to 21 corats loy, weighing 77,312 dollars.

Eighthly.— On the same day he came hack with another 
portion of gold and ornaments of corn-hcads and pieces 
of effigies of animals, weighing 4,704 dollars.

" The sum of these eight bringings amounted to 278,174 
gold dollars or Spanish ounces. Multiplied by sixteen 
gives 4,450,7<S4 silver dollars. Deducting the royal fifth 
— 1)85,1)5375 dollars— left 3,4(>4,830’25 dollars as Toledo’s 
portion! K ven after this great haul, effigies of different 
animals of gold were found from time to time. Mantles, 
also adorned with square pieces of gold, as well as robes 
made with feat l id ’s of divers colours, were dug up. There 
is a tradition th a t  in the  huaca of Toledo there were two 
treasures, known as the great and little fish. The smaller 
only has been found. Between Huacho and Supe, the  
latter being 120 miles north of Callao, near a [joint called 
Atalmangri, there are two enormous mounds, resembling 
the Campana aud San Miguel, of the l lua tic  Valley, soon 
to be described. A bout five miles from Patavilca (south, 
and near Supe) is a place called “ Paramonga” or the 
fortress. The ruins of a fortress of great ex ten t are here 
visible, the  walls are of tcni)>crcd clay, about six feet thick. 
The principal building stood on an eminence, but the 
walls were continued to the foot of it, like regular circum- 
vallations ; the ascent winding round the hill like a laby
rinth, having many angles, which probably served as o u t 
works to defend the place. Iu this neighbourhood much 
treasure has been excavated, all of which must have been 
concealed by the pre-historic Indian, as we have no evi
dence of the Incas ever having occupied this part of Peru 
after they had suliducd it.”

Not far from Ancan on a circuit of six to eight miles, “ on 
(•very side you see skulls, legs, arms and whole skeletons 
lying about in th e san d . . .A t  Parmayo,fourteen iniles further 
down north,” and on the sea-shore, is another great 
burying-groijnd. Thousands of skeletons lie about, thrown 
out by the treasure-seekers. It has more than half a 
mile of cutting  through i t ... 11 extends up the face of tlie 
hill from the sea-shore to the height, of about 800 feet... 
Whence come these hundreds and thousands of peoples, 
who are buried at. Ancon ? Time and time again the  ar- 
chicologist finds himself face to face with such questions, 
to which he can only shrug his shoulders and say with 
the natives, " Chilian Sabo ? ” who knows (

Dr. Hutchinson writes, under date of Oct. 30, 1872, 
in the South Pacific “ Times : ” “ I am come to the con
clusion tha t  Ohancay is a great city of the dead, or luus 
been an immense ossuary of Peru ; for go where you will, 
ou a mountain top or level plain, or hy the sea-side, you 
meet a t every turn skulls aud holies of all descriptions.”

In  the l lua t iea  Valley, which is an extensive ruin, there 
are seventeen mounds, called “ l in n e ts” although, remarks 
the writer “ they present more the form of fortresses, or 
castles than burying-ground.” A triple wall surrounded 
the city. These walls are often three yards in thickness 
and from fifteen tot wenty feet high. To the east of these 
is the enormous mound called Huaca of Pando...and the 
great ruins of fortresses, which natives entitle Huaca of 
the Bell. /,i! cui/qhuai, the Huacas of Pando, consisting 
of a series of large and small mounds, and extendin '’ over 
a stretch of ground incalculable without being measured, 
form a colossal accumulation. The mound “ B e l l” is 110 
feet high. Towards Callao, there is a square plateau (278 
yards long aud 1)0 across) having on the top eight gradations 
of declivity, each from one to two yards lower than its 
neighbour, and making a total in length and breadth of 
about 27S yards, according to the calculation ol J .  B. 
Steere, of Michigan, Professor of Natural History.

The square plateau first mentioned at the  base con
sists of two divisions. ..each measuring a perfect square 
47 to 48 yards; the two joining form the square of DO 
yards. Besides this, is another square of 47 to 48 yards. 
On the top returning again, we find the same symmetry 
of measurement iu the multiples of twelve, nearly all the 
ruins in this valley being the same, which is a fact for 
the curious. W as it by accident or design ?...Thc mound 
is a truncated pyramidal form, and is calculated to con
tain a mass of 1,40,41,820 cubic feet of material...Tlnj



“ F ortre ss” isahugestructure , SO feet highand I ."><) vanls in 
measurement. C rea t  large square l ooms show llieiroutlines 
on t-lic top but are filled with earth. "Who brought this 
earth here, and with what object was tlio tilling-up accom- 
]>lixlied ( The work of obliterating all space in these 
rooms with loose earth must, have been almost, as great 
as the construction of the  building itself...Two miles
south, we find another similar structure, mure spacious 
and with a greater num ber of apart,menls...It is nearly 
170 yards in length, and !l(itS in breadth, and (IN feet 
high. The whole of these ruins...were enclosed by high 
walls of adobes— large mild bricks, some from 1 to 2 
yards in thickness, length and breadth. The “ Imaca ” 
of the “ B e l l” contains about 20,220,S40 cubic feel of 
material, while tha t  of " S a n  M ig u e l’’ lias 2;_>,(;r)(),.S0(). 
These two buildings with their terraces, parapets and 
bastions, with a large number of rooms and squares— ale 
now tilled up with earth  !

N ear  ‘‘ Alim Flores,” is Ocheran— the largest mound 
in the I lua tica  valley. I t  has !>.'> feet of elevation and
h  width of f>5 yards on the summit, and a total length
of 428 yards, or 1,2S4 feet, another multiple of tirelre. It
is enclosed by a double wall, SI (i yards in length by 700 
across, thus enclosing 117 acres. Between Ocharas and 
the ocean are from 1 •’> to 20 masses of ruins like those 
already described.

The Inca temple of the Sun, like the temple of Cho- 
lula on the plains of Mexico, is u soi l of vast terraced 
pyramid of earth. I t  is from 200 to UOO feet high, and 
forms a semi-lunar shape th a t  is beyond half a mile in 
extent. I t s  top measures about 10 acres square. Many 
of the walls are washed over with red paint, and a r e a s  
fresh and bright as when centuries ago it. was tirst put 
o n . . . In  the Canete  valley, opposite the < 'liincha Cuano 
Islands arc extensive ruins, described by Squicr. From 
the hill called “ Hill of (Sold’’ copper and silver pins 
were taken like those used by ladies to pin their  shawls ; 
also tweezers for pulling out the hair of the eyebrows, 
tyelids aud whiskers, as well as silver cups.

" T h e  coast of Peru,” says Mr. Heath “ extends from 
Tumbey to the river Loa, a distance of I,2llii miles. Scat
tered over this whole extent, there are thousands of ruins 
besides those ju s t  mentioned.. .while  nearly every hill 
and spire of the mountains have upon them or about 
them some relic of the past ; and in every ravine, from 
the. coast to the central plateau, there are ruins of walls, 
cities, fortresses, burial-vaults, and miles and miles of 
terraces and water-conrses. Across the plateau and down 
the eastern slope of the Andes to the home of the wild 
Indian, and into the unknown impenetrable forest, still 
you Iincl them. In the mountains, however, where showers 
of rain and snow with the  teiritic thunder and light
ning are nearly constant, a num ber of months each t>car, 
the ruins are different. Of granite, porphyritic lime and 
silicated sand-stone, these massive, colossal, cyclopean 
structures have resisted the d isintcgration of time, geolo
gical transformations, earth-quakes, and the sacrilegious, 
destructive hand of the wairior and tp 'asure-seckcr. The 
masonry composing these walls, temples, houses, towers, 
fortresses, or sepulchres, is imccnicntcd, held in place by 
the incline of the walls from the perpendicular, and a d a p 
tation of each stone to the place destined for it, the 
stones having from six to many sides, each diessed, and 
smoothed to fit another or others with such exactness 
th a t  the blade of a small penknife cannot be inserted 
in any of the seams thus formed, whether in the  central 
parts entirely hidden, or on the internal or external su r
faces. Those stones, selected with no reference to uni
formity in shape or size, vary from one-half cubic foot 
to  1,800 cubic feet solid contents, and if, iu the mam/, 
many million-s of stones you could lind one. that would 
tit in the place of another, it  would be purely acciden
tal. In “ Triumph Street," in the city of Cuzco, in a part 
of the wall of the ancient house of t he Virgins of the Sun, 
is a very large stone, known as “ the stone of the twelve 
corncrs,” since it. is joined with those tha t  surround 
jt., by twelve faces, each having a different angle, B e

sides these twelve faces i t  has its internal one, and no 
one knows how many it has on its back that is bidden 
in the masonry. In the  wall in the  centre of the Cuzco 
fortress t here are stones I f e e t  high, 15 feet, long, and
S feet thick, and all have been quarried miles away. 
N ear  this city the ie  is an oblong smooth boulder, IS feet 
in its longer axis, and 12 feet in its lesser. On one side 
are large niches cut out, in which a man can stand and by 
swaying his body cause the stone to rock. These niches 
apparently were made solely for this purpose. One of 
the most wonderful and extensive of these works in stone 
is tha t called Olla.nta.y-Tambo, a ruin situated JI0 miles 
north of Cuzco, in a narrow ravine on the bank of the 
river Urnbamba. I t  consists of a fortress constructed on 
the top of a sloping, craggy eminence. Extending from 
it to the plain below is a stony stairway. A t the top 
of the stairway are six large slabs, 12 feet high, j> feet 
wide, and I! feet thick, side by side, having between them 
and on top narrow strips of stone about (i inches wide, 
frames as it were to t he slabs, and all being of dressed 
stone. A t  the bottom of the hill, part of which was made 
by hand, anil a t  tbe foot of the stairs, a stone wall 10 
feet wide ami 12 feet high extends some distance into 
the plain. In it are m any niches, all facing tbo south.”

The ruins in the Islands in Lake Titicaca, where 
Incal history begins, have often been described.

At Tiahuanaco, a few miles south of the lake, there 
are stones in the form of columns, partly dressed, placed 
in line a t  certain distances from each other, and having 
an elevation above the ground of from I S  to 20 feet. In 
this same line there is a monolithic doorway, now broken,
10 feet high by 1 •'! wide. The sjia.ee cut out for the 
door is 7 feet 4 inches high by feet 2 inches wide. ’The 
whole face of the stone above the door is engraved. An
other similar, bu t smaller, lies on the. ground beside it.. 
These stones are of hard porphyry, and differ geologi
cally from the surrounding ro c k ; hence we infer they 
must have been brought, from elsewhere.

“ At Cliavin de l lu a n ta ,” a town iu the jirovince 
of J luari, there are some ruins worthy of note. The en
trance to them is by an alley-way (i feet wide nnd ■) feet 
high, roofed over with sand-stone partly dressed, of more 
than 12 feet in length. On each side there are rooms 12 
f e e t  wide, r o o f e d  over by large pieces o f  sand-stones I ' 
feet thick and from (j to !) feet wide. The walls of the 
rooms are Ii feet, thick, anil have some loopholes in them, 
probably Ibr ventilation. In the lloor of this passage 
there is a very narrow entrance to a subterranean passage 
tha t  passes beneath the river to the other side. From 
this many huaeas, stone drinking-vesscls, instruments of 
cojiper  and silver, and a skeleton of an Indian sitting, 
were taken. The greater part of these ruins were situ
ated over aqueducts. The bridge lo these castles is made 
of three stones o f  dressed granite, 24 feet long, 2 feet 
wide by l.i thick. Some oi the granite stones are cover
ed with hieroglyjihics.

At Corralones, 24 miles from Aroquipa, there are hie
roglyphics engraved on masses of granite, which appear 
as if painted with chalk. There are figures of men, lla
mas, circles, jiarallelograms, letters as an 1 1  and an 0 , 
and even remains of a system of aslionomy.

A t 1 luaytar, in tho province of Castro Virreina, there 
is an edifice with the same engravings.

At, Nazea, m tho province of lea, there are some won
derful ruins of aqueducts, four to five feet high and II feet 
wide, very straight, double-walled, of unfinished stone, 
flagged on top.

A t  Quelap. not far from Chochajiayas, there have lately 
been examined some extensive works. A wall of dressed 
stone, otiO leet wide, ii,(!(!() long, and loO feet high. The 
lower part is solid. Anot her wall above this has (jOO leet 
length, 500 width,and thosainc elevation of I f>0 leet. There 
are niches over both walls, three feet long, one-and-a-half 
wide and thick, containingtlie remainsof those ancient inha
bitants, some naked, others enveloped in shawls of cotton
of distinct colours ami well embroidered...................... .....
.Following the entrances of the second and highest wall,



there  are o ther sepulchres like small ovens, six l'eet high 
nmi twenty-four in circumfercnceih thoir base are flags, upon 
which some cadavers reposed. On the north side there is 
on the  perpendicular rocky side of the mountain, a brick 
wall, having small windows liOl) feet from the bottom. N o  
reason fo r  this, nor means of approach, can now he found. 
Tlie skilful construction of utensils of gold and silver tha t 
were found here, the  ingenuity and solidity of this gigan
tic work of dressed stone, make it also probably of pre-Incal 
da te . . .E s t im ating  five hundred ravines in the 1,200 miles of 
Peru, and ten miles of terraces of fifty t iers to each ravine 
which would only be five luiles'of twenty-live tiers to each 
side, we have 2i>0,000 miles of stone wall, averaging three 
to four feet h igh— enough to encircle this globe ten times. 
Surprising as these estimates may seem, I am fully con
vinced th a t  an actual measurement would more than dou
ble them, for these ravines vary from .‘10 to 100 miles in 
length. While a t  San Mateo, a town in the valley of the 
Hiver Rimac, where the mountains rise to a height of 
1,500 or 2,000 feet above the river bed, I counted two 
hundred tiers, none of which were less than four and man}’ 
more than six miles long.

“ W ho then,” very pertinently  enquires Mr. Heath, were 
these people, cutting  through sixty miles of g ran i te ;  
transplanting blocks of bard porphyry, of Baalbic d im en
sions, miles from the place where quarried, across valleys 
thousands of feet deep, over mountains, along plains, 
leaving no trace of how or where they carried them ; peo
ple (said to be) ignorant of the use of word with the feeble 
llama their  only beast of burden ; who after having brought 
these stones fitted them into stones with Mosaic preci
sion ; terracing thousands of miles of mountain side ; build
ing hills of adobes and earth, and huge c i t ie s ; leaving 
works iu day, stone, copper, silver, gold, and embroidery, 
many of which cannot ho duplicated at the present age; 
people apparently vying with Dives iu riches, Hercules 
in strength and energy, and the an t  and bee in industry i"

Callao was submerged in I74(i, and entirely destroyed. 
Lima was ruined in Ki7*S;in 17-Mi only 20 houses out 
of .‘>,000 were left standing, while the ancient cities in 
the ITuatiea and burin valleys still remain in a compa
ratively good state of preservation. San Miguel tie Puiro, 
founded by Pizzaro in 1">:U, was entirely destroyed in
18.r>.">, while the old ruins near by suffered little. Are- 
guipo was thrown down in August, 1S(>S, but I lie ruins 
near show no change. In engineering, at least, the pre 
sent may learn from the  past. We hope to show that 
it  may in most things else.

L O N D O N  C A L L S  F o l t  I t I ’l >1) 111S T  
M I S S  I O NA I! I VS.

The following interesting letter from a philanthropist 
of London, addressed to a Hindu liuddhist., has been hand
ed to us for publication. The sort of practical < 'hristia- 
n ity  they have in the commercial metropolis of the world 
is herein graphically depicted. The loiter should be 
framed and hung on the wall of every mission house, 
school and chapel throughout “ Heathendom.” A religion 
that cannot save its professors from becoming drunkards 
and criminals is a poor sort of religion, it would seem.

London, March 20, 1S77.

Sir,— I write with a faint hope that this le tter  may 
reach you, not knowing your private address.

I  have just seen in one ot our newspapers a short s ta te 
ment tha t  you had delivered an address in August last, 
to the citizens of * * * * , o u  your visit to Tasm a
nia, th a t  you spoke of the  intemperate habits of the peo
ple as well as of their immoralities, and that you made a 
proposition to send Buddhist, teachers to the Christians to 
convert them to a virtuous life.

As I read these few lines 1 was deeply moved by feel
ings of wonder, .admiration and gratitude tn you and your 
fellow-citizens for their truly good intention ; and though 
I  am only an humble person, I trust yon will not think

my earnest expression of encouragement unworthy your 
acceptance.

I have read a little of your Vedas, and have admired 
the ir  excellent precepts, and the purity of thoughts iu 
them. I believe tho Croat Father of all has had m any 
sons who came to teach us His Will, among whom wero 
-liuddli ami Jesus ;  bu t  our priests have always spoken 
evil of them, and so our people aro prejudiced, because 
they are ignorant of their divine teachings.

I u my country the forms of religion are greatly respected, 
and its numerous clergy are all well paid. Instead 
of preaching the du ty  of righteousness or holiness of life, 
they are always preaching doctrines which are uteles*, 
having no influence on morals ur manner*. Here is one 
of them— Jesus died ;is a sacrifice to Cod for the sins of 
m an— and no m atter  how bad a man yon have been, if you 
only beliere this, Cod will take you to Heaven when you 
die. This doctrine is all an invention of man’s fancy, and 
quite  eoiilrtin/ to the teachings of Jesus, anil may truly bo 
considered irrational, anti-Christian, and impious; ye t 
they are always impressing it  on tin* public mind and so 
draw' off a ttention from practical t ruth.

The vice of drunkenness is truly awful here and the 
u t te r  indifference to its sinfulness is still worse. Every 
rank and class of people, from the highest nobility to tho 
lowest paupers, have drunkards in their families. Our 
judges tell us that nine-tenths of the ci iminal cases brought 
beforo them aro directly the result of usingint o n  icating drinks. 
Every day our newspapers are full of reports of murders, 
robberies, and all kinds of wickedness ; yet so accustomed 
are we to all this tha t no notice is taken. I f  the drink- 
shops of London were placed in a line, they would extend 
seventy-two miles, or the distance a soldier on a forced 
march would make in 24 bom's.

h'orty years ago some good men of the working classes 
formed a society to reform this national vice; the clergy 
would not assist them — for they were all spirit drinkers 
— the religious people would not join them, as they wero 
led by tins clergy (priests). Hut. these good men perse
vered, ami at last have succeeded in diawing public a t te n 
tion to the subject, and effoits are being made to have 
proper laws made on the subject ; but one-fourth of our 
legislature has an interest in the drinking habits, to 
make money from them.

My brother, 1 ask you aiul your good people to come 
and help ux in L o u d o n  ! Send us a few pious-minded, 
clever, p ruden t men, to teach us the precepts of Buddh, 
and call on the Christians to renounce their evil practices
and become a good people instead of being a drunken
people. Here you will find friends to aid you in every
way.

I have several reasons for asking you to come here, not 
desiring that you should turn away from any other place 
where you may have thought your assistance needed.

F u v t ,—  London is the great commercial centre of many 
nations, and her influence extends over almost all coun
tries in the world. As the heart, sends its life-blood to 
every portion of t.he body, so t.lie mind of London, to a, 
great degree, sends its influence, good or bad, to all 
tho extremes of the Earth  ; and if you, good Buddhists, 
for love of humanity, come here to teach us, bad Christians, 
how to live righteously, it would shame our Christian
priests into action. The newspapers would report your 
speeches aud criticise your teachings, and you would find 
numbers to sustain you.

Secoiuflt/,— You would, in a great measure, break down 
the  prejudice against, your religion. We are all prejudiced, 
because we do not know its goodness.

Thinlli/,— Your influence as foreign missionaries would 
be powerful, coming from “ the land of darkness and blind 
idolatry” a.s India  is falsely called ; for our priests aro 
full of the foolish presumption that we alone have God’s 
tru th , and that all your sacred books are mere inventions! 
You would break down this idea and create respect for 
the Hindus. I do not think you would get many believers 
in Buddh; but if you level your artillery against 
drinking alcohol, and tell the people to avoid it as they



would a consuming fire, then you would do much pond. 
Our holy hooks nro full of lessons to slum evil ;md do good.

Should von entertain this proposition of visiting London 
to endeavour to convert us to improved (mbits of life, nnd 
the  avoidance of evil people, evil actions, and evil thoughts, 
ami encourage ns to purity  of mind, you would inflict, a 
tremendous blow 011 our hypocritical priests and our 
deluded nation. The force of the blow would lie in th is— 
th a t  you, Hindus, to whom we send missionaries to teach 
you Christianity, return the compliment hy sending us mis
sionaries to teach us that it is wrong in God's sight to 
drink alcohol, which is the devil’s instrum ent to curse 
England with and her colonies.

In London there are about one million of people who 
never worship any God ; and fully two millions who are 
led by tlio clergy any wav. W e are four millions.

Come then, good Buddhists, help us to reform our wick
ed habits, teach us the duty and advantage of leading a 
righteous life, and our God will bless your labors, and 
reward you hereafter. We need your help. Coming openly 
as Buddhists, you would astonish all England, you would 
command public attention, and win for yourselves, Ibr 
your country, and for your beautiful religion the respect 
of every good man.

D I S S O L V E D  SOUL.*

Tt. may at. first, glance stagger, or even disgust, us to 
hear the soul spoken of as a volatile odoriferous principle, 
capable of being dissolved in glycerine, and yet. this is the 
last new th ing in “ Science.” Professor Jiiger, the author 
of this stiange hypothesis, is not merely a biologist of 
known merit,, but, wliat is more to the purpose, by no means 
the gross materialist, which an outline ot his views might 
lead 11s to suspect. Like many em inent philosophers and 
theologians, he considers man as a threefold being, formed 
of body, soul, and spirit. ; b u t  unlike the majority of these 
writers, he  regards the spirit, as the immaterial and in
divisible principle, connected to the body by moans of the 
soul, a volatile, though material element, which is the 
seal, of the passions, the  emotions, anil the will.

Psychogen, the  material of which he regards the soul as 
constituted, is present, lies holds, not merely in the body as

* At tlic distant place (llolubay) wc :irc not able to refer lo original 
authorities for corroboration of the statements contained in tin's 
article—which we lind in Spiritual JVotes for April. Hut, if (lie dis
coveries of Dr. .Tager are correctly described, it will lie seen tlint 
they are highly important. Their value consists in their giving 
laboratory verification to views long since propounded anil 
supported by another line of proof. T11 his “ Anthropology,” pub
lished in America in the year 18-10, Professor Joseph It. i'm-ha- 
nan—now a Fellow of our Society—announced liis discovery of (he 
power in man to detect in a manuscript, painting, or even some 
object tha t  another person had been in long contact with the sub
tle emanations of his character. This he called Psychometrv, or 
soul-measuring. One sensitive lo these exhalations—that is, a 
l'tyehmtetcr—conld, bv merely holding the object iu the hand or 
applying it to the forehead, feel and describe first the dominant 
mood or strongest characteristic of the absent person, anil then Ihe 
subordinate individual peculiarities. Often the psyehomcter would 
pass into the condition of “ conscious clairvoyance." and though 
not in the magnetic sleep, see the writer of the letter, the painter 
of tho picture, &c„ his house, family, friends, surroundings— even 
the epoch in which he lived. Applying the psychometrical faculty 
In the test of medicines and chemicals of anv sort, the sensitive 
holding a  closed packet of the chemical or medicinal substance could 
discover what it was by its elfects upon the taste or other senses ; 
though no substance had been pulverized and tho paper wrapper 
bore 110 mark whatever to indicate what was within. All these 
experiments we have personally seen, tried many times, and made 
them ourselves. Professor Win. Denton s “ Soul of Things,’ is a work 
whose three volumes are entirely dovoted to this  subject of P«y- 
(homelrv. Tho writer of the article now quoted does not say whether 
Dr. .lager adduces the well-known facts th a t  some dogs will 1111- 
deviatingly follow their masters’ footsteps, though the scent may 
have been crossed even so many times, and tha t  the blooil-hoiuiil 
will track the fugitive if bu t  allowed to  smell a glove or a bit 
of anv textile fabric ho may have worn. Nor is anything said 
about the “ loves and antipathies,” of the plant kingdom, which 
assuredly come legitimately within the scope of t his inquiry. How
ever, an important beginning is made, and Dr. Jiiger stands at 
one end of a path that runs stra ight towards the heart of Asia
tic Occultism.—II. S. O,

a whole, b u t  in every individual cell, in the  ovum and 
even in tbe  u ltim ate  elements of protoplasm. I t  forms an 
ingiedient of the  molecules of albumen. A.s long as such 
molecules remain intact, the  soul is, he maintains, in a 
combined state, and is completely devoid of action ; but, 011 
the  decomposition of such molecules, it is set free and 
appears at, once in a sla te  of activity, llence  it  follows 
thnt. the decomposition of the albumen in the human 
tissues must, go hand in hand with psychical activity. The 
professor asserts, that, during pleasurable excitement, as 
well as during fear or distress, the expenditure of nitro
genous m a tte r  is g rea ter  than during muscular exertion. 
And, truly enough, according to the researches of Booker 
IJenooke, Proiit, and H augthon, this is exactly what takes 
place. Violent muscular work does not increase the per
centage of nitrogenous compounds in the urine as much 
ns does excitement or agitation of mind.

Again, if we prepare the  purest albumen from the blood 
of any animal, we have a tasteless and scentless mass. 
N either  chemical analysis, nor microscopic examination, 
can discover whether such albumen was prepared from the 
blood of a, man, an ox, or a dog, &c. B u t  if we add to it 
an acid, there is a brief development of an odour which is 
perfectly specific, differing in the case of every animal. If 
the acid we use is feeble, and the.resulting decomposition 
incomplete, we have the peculiar, not unpleasant, odour 
which the flesh of the animal gives off in boiling or gentle 
roasting ; bu t if we use a more powerful acid, and effect a 
more thorough decomposition, the  scent given oft may be 
at once recognised as th a t  peculiar to the excrement, of 
the species.

H unger  is an agent, which powerfully excites the living 
animal, nnd its exhalations then possess an exceptionally 
powerful odour. This odour is terrifying to its prey. Thus, 
to our nostrils, all beasts of prey, especially tigers, are 
exceedingly offensive. In  like manner, the odour of a 
cat is well known to banish mice from any lo c a l ity ,  as may 
bo observed, even in case of Ihe Persian cats, so generally 
kep t in Paris, and which will rarely condescend to chase 
a mouse. The hare is thrown into panic dread on scent
ing a fox, a hound, or a huntsman.

Dr. Jligor’s theory is. t hat instinctive hatred, or fear, as 
the case may bo, arises between two beings whose exhala
tions do not harmonise : while, 011 the other hand, where 
such harmony exists, the  result is instinctive sympathy 
and mutual attraction. These observations, lie considers, 
explain the  repulsion— the antipathy—between different 
races of mankind. The negro, the black fellow of A ustra
lia, and oven the  Chinese possess a different, sp e c if ic  odour 
from the  white man, and hence they can scarcely form 
other than distinct and mutually hostile elements in any 
community whore tliev co-exist

It will be seen a t  once, tha t though the professor deals 
with many admitted facts, and brings them into a certain 
accord with his hypothesis, it, is far from demonstrated 
th a t  they do not adm it of other explanations ; and this 
new theory m ust be judged by the light it  may be capa
ble of throwing upon the  many unsolved problems of bio
logy and psychology. As regards some of these, to-wit 
heredity, instinct, fascination, the transmission of certain 
classes of diseases, and perhaps the action of animal poi
sons, if may not improbably prove suggestive.

H err  Or. C. Wittig, who writes 011 this subject in 
rhlxc/ie Stu<lit‘11, in timates th a t  .Lager's theory may per
haps enable us to reduce somnambulism, ecstasy, and the 
niediiimi.stic phenomena, to the action of these soul-ema- 
liations or albumenoid vapours. On the other hand, it is 
quite possible that, some of the phcnomcnaupon which Jiiger 
n l ie s  may be accounted for on spiritual principles. We 
are told th a t  the learned professor placed a numbei of 
hares in a large wire cage, whilst a dog was allowed to 
prowl around and snuff a t the  terrified animals for two 
hours. The dog being then killed, his olfactory nerves 
and the lining-meinbnines of the  nose were taken out and 
ground up witli very pure glycerine. The extract thus 
obtained was an essence of timidity,— a liquid panic. A



cat under  whose skin a few drops had been injected was 
not willing to attack a mouse. A mastiff, similarly trea t
ed, s lunk away from a cat. O ther emotions and passions 
a 11)tear to have been experimentally communicated to 
men aud to animals by analogous means. P u t  mesmerists 
declare, on the faith of experiment, that a glass of water 
if magnetised with the lirm intention 011 the part of tho 
0|>erator tha t  it shall produce a  certain definite effect, is 
found no less efficacious. Spiritualism and Jiigerism aro 
antagonistic—a fact which may help both to a fair liear- 
ing.

.1 P E O P L E ' S  M O X T I I L V .

The tone of our private correspondence encourages 
u s  to th ink  th a t  our magazine is satisfying the wants of 
tho Indian  public, ami that it may lay some claim at 
least, to be called the Asiatic People's Magazine. Our 
contributions have heon as varied in literary merit as 
the  writers have differed in nice and creed. Some have 
reflected the hopes and aspirations of undergraduates, 
while others, by ripe Eastern scholars, haves won the  ad
miring praise of the grea test  authorities of E u r o p e a n  
science. The subjects have been infinitely various, it 
having been the  aim ot the Editors to fulfil the promises 
of the Prospectus and make a free platform, from which 
the  advocates of all the old religions might bespeak 
tho attention of a patient public. It  appears tha t our 
plan was a good one. Despite the ominous warnings of 
timid friends, the failure of many previous literary ven
tures, the  prejudice arrayed against us, the malicious ob
structiveness of the enemies of Theosophy, the unprofi- 
tably cheap rate of subscription and every other obstacle, 
our magazine is a financial success ; owing no man a pice 
ami paying its way. Tho table of subscribers' post-offices, 
copied last month from our mailing-rcgistors, shows that 
it  is a regular visitor a t  some hundreds of towns and cities 
situate in the four quarters of tho globe. This means 
th a t  our advocacy of the s tudy of ancient lore has a world
wide evidence, aud that in the remotest countries people 
are being taught to revere the wisdom of India.

The most gratifying fact in connection with our jo u r 
nalistic enterprise is tha t  our subscribers are of every 
sect and caste, and not preponderatingly of any par
ticular one. Most of those who write to us say tha t the 
magazine has been recommended by friends, and manv, 
of every rank and every degree of'education, express their  
gratification with what hiis apjiearcd in these pages.

W hat precedes will prepare the  reader to understand 
that if, now and then, place has been given to articles 
of somewhat inferior calibre, the fact must bo a t tr ibu ted  to 
design rather than to accident. N ot that it would not 
have been more agreeable to prin t none but essays of 
a higher quality, that goes without saying. Hut we are 
publishing our magazine for the general public, not alone 
for the literary critics or antiquarians, and so wo always 
welcome the representatives of popular thought to say 
their say iu the best way they can- To whom shall wo 
look for the revival of* Aryan wisdom, the resuscitation 
of Aryan nationality, the beginning of a reformation of 
modern abuses ? N ot to tho middle-aged or the 
old, for their tendency is towards conservatism and 
reaction. Much as such persons may intellectually 
revere the sages of old, it is worse than useless to look 
to them  to set au example of pu tting  away prejudices, 
customs and notions which those very sages would have 
abhorred and many of which they actually denounced. Tho 
hojK! of the century is in the young, the ardent, the sus 
ceptible, the energetic, who are ju s t  stepping u j h i i i  the 
stage. I t  is worth more to fire the heart, of one such 
lad than to rekindle among the ashes of their ciders' 
hojics the flickering semblance of a flame. So let us give 
the young men a chance to explore old records, ques
tion aud counsel with their parents and tcachers, and 
then publish the results to the great public. Thoy may 
not always say very profound things, nor use the  most

elegant phrases, bu t  a t  least they are sincere and, if en 
couraged, will be stimulated to study more, take further  
counsel, and try to write better  next time. And their  exam 
ple will he followed by others.

Most Western men who have attem pted to teach tho 
Eastern reading public seem to have the  idea that, what 
pleases mid satisfies their own countrymen, will equally 
please aud satisfy the Orientals. There could be no greater 
mistake. The Eastern aud Western minds are as unlike 
as day aud night. Whut pleases the one is not at all 
likely to m eet the requirements of the other, for their 
respective developments are the  result of totally dissimi
lar environments. The true teachers for the East are 
Asiatic men aud one of these fledgling Native uudcr- 
irraduates will have a keener sense of Indian intellectual 
wants than most of our learned professors. The now- 
confessed total failure of the ( 'ambriilge mission to con
vert the high-class Natives is an example in ]K>int. We 
have more men of the kind they were fishing after in 
our Homltay ltranch alone than were ever converted to 
Christianity since missions were tirst established iu India. 
The object of our Society will lie completely realized 
when the  hundreds of young men who are reading our 
magazine and becoming imbued with the theosophical 
spirit, shall be labouring, with patriotic, religious zeal, 
in the several localities for the revival of ancient wisdom 
aud their general s tudy of the rccords of that far-gone era 
when their  ancestors boasted with sparkling eyes tlmt 
they were Aryas.

L n . \ T<; L I F E .
S O M E  IN’T K I t K S T I N C  C A S K S  U K  U N U S U A L  I . O N O K V I T Y .

The oldest woman in the world is supposed to lie i la rv  
Benton, now residing at Elton, in the county of Durham, 
England. She was born on the 12th of February, 17UI, 
and is, of course, in her 148th year. She is in possession 
of all her faculties, perfect memory, hearing aud eyesight. 
She cooks, washes and irons, iu the usual family avoca
tions, threads her needle and sews without s|iectacles.

It is a m atte r  of statistical fact tha t  in the district of 
Ueezeli, which includes the pyramids, and a population 
ot 200,000, there are (iOO iiersons over 1(M) years of age, 
or one iu every o3.'{. Niimaus de Cuyan, a native of 
Hengal, in India, died at  the incredible age of .‘J70 years ! 
He possessed great memory even to his death. O f other 
aged persons wo m igh t mention Mr. Dobson, aged 
13!t, of Hadticld, England, farmer, l i is  diet was prin
cipally fish, fruit, vegetables, milk and cider. Ninety-one 
children and irrundchildren attended his funeral.O

John de la Somet, of Virginia, is lilt) years old.
Old Thomas Parr, of Winnington, Shropshire, England, 

lived to the  age of 152 year?. H e  was first married at 
88, and a second time a t  120. He was covered from head 
to foot all over with a thick cover of hair.

Henry Jenk ins  lived to the extraordinary age of Kill 
years. At the age of IfiO he walked a journey to London 
to see Kin*/ ( ’hallos 11. The King introduced JenkinsO O
to his Queen, who took much interest in him, putting  
numerous questions to the jiatriarch, among which she 
asked, *• Well, my good man, may I ask of you what you 
have done during the long period of life granted to you, 
more than any other man of shorter longevity?” The 
old man, looking the Queen in the face, with a bow, 
naively replied, “ Indeed Madam, I know of nothing 
■jreatcr than becominir a father when 1 was over a bun-

• • •
(Ired years old.” He replied to the  King that temperance 
and sobriety of living bad been the means, by the blessings 
of God, of lengthening his days lioyoiid the usual time.

Edward Drinker, aged lO.'t, of i’hiladelphia, rarely ato 
any supper.

Valentine C'ateby, aged 11U, a t  Preston, near Hull, 
England. His diet for the last twenty years was milk 
and biscuit. His intellect was perfect until within two 
days of his death. There  died in 1840, a t  Kingston upon the 
Thames, Surrey, a Mr. Warrell, aged 120 yea re.— 6V, Louis 
Punt,



T H E  D R A M A  O F  R A J A  M A N  A A N D  1118 W I V E S .
11Y A  I t  A . IA — T i l I X i S O I ' l 11 S T O F  lH ' .N O A I , ,

Tlie natural conflict between good ami evil propensities 
in tlio liiiinnn heart., ami the successive stops tor securing 
tlio victory tor tlie former nro well depicted in a  very good 
book, which I wish to briny to tho notice of Western 
Orientalists, if nny liavo nut. soon it. It, is, like so many 
of our Eastern works on morals, in the form of a ilrania. 
I ts  title is “ Prahoilh (Jhandrodaya N a tak .” Mann  (mind) 
is represented as a king having two wives, named, res
pectively, I ’ruvrutli and Nivrulli .  The children of Ihe 
former are :— Mahii Mohn (great, a ttachm ent to, or love 
for, the world ) ; luiinti (sensual des ire ) ; hr<*lh<t (anger) ; 
L M ,„  (desire for riches and lu x u ry ) ; and Minin (pride 
or vanity). These children have attendants, comrades, 
wives and children congenial to themselves. The second 
wife has only one son, named Virrln  (which means an 
inclination for the search alter tru th , a repugnance for 
what, is transient, and a comprehension of tho illusive 
nature  of this earthly life). Mis comrades aro Shnnui 
(peace of mind), Damn  (control over sensual desires), 
]'mini (undisturbed state of mind), Nii/nnia (the met hods 

of Yog Vidva) and others. Their wives are of their  na
ture. These two parties are then represented to have 
waged war with each other to usurp the paternal right. 
Mnnn, the father, then grew too weak aud powerless to 
bo able to enforce his authority. MiiJuiMnha, the eldest, 
then proclaimed himself king on one side, while Vireka 
on t he other. Hv force of arms the former finally su e -• 
ooodod. W hen the latter saw tha t the state of affairs 
was very much against him, he took an opportunity to 
consult, his preceptor who gave the following advice :—

“ It. is not in your power to s u I h I u o  your enemy. You 
will have a son, named l'riilxHlhiichondrii, and a daughter, 
named Vidi/a, who alone can expel Muhd Moha and his 
comrades from your father’s kingdom, the world. You 
should, first of all, get. shroddhtt (desire), hu t y o u  must 
take care to see tha t it  is not Tnmusi shnuhJhti (evil 
desire). You must find out Stihviki  shrnddhd  (a desire 
to acquire truth) to Ik? used in seducing Vishnu lihuili  
Deri (who resides by U’ptnUKhtid Deri) whom you should 
marry. Hy this marriage you will have the required son 
and the daughter, who will drive your enemies awav ; 
and you will thus Ix? installed in your paternal kingdom.”

I think the readers will he very glad to see the picture 
as it is drawn in the lunik, which can be found in the W es
tern Indian Libraries.

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  A R T  O F  W A R .

Will some reverend preacher, devoted to the work of 
propagating ( 'bristianity among the “ poor H e a th e n s” 
generously read at  his next Uible-elnss, .Sunday-school, 
or o|K'n-air mooting the following extract from a great 
London journal as a practical illustration of how a Chris
tian army wages war upon naked savages : it. will make 
a  deep impression. Says the Cape Town correspondent, of 
the Ihtih/ N ew s :—■

Sad account* art? Iicing brought to light of tlio atrocities committed 
by our allies the Amaswazi in tins Secoeoeni expedition. They ;irc 
re|>orted to lift v<> spared neither man, woman, nor child in their course 
,’iml tlie dreadful particulars are enough to freeze one’s blood. These 
tiling* will pottsihiy never come to light. Had they been done under 
any other flag, (liev would have called down a world of jus t indigna
tion r bu t tlie name of civilis<'itinn is supposed to throw a cloak over 
Kuril atrocities. I t  is a  deep stain on our national honour that, in 
order to avenge a doubtful quarrel with a man who at leasi seemed 
to l)c capable of understanding the rudiments of civilisation, we let 
loose upon him Ml,INK) of the greatest barbarians iu South Africa 
and, according to more than one report, absolutely stamped out his 
•■Inn. Nothing can justify the employment of the Amaswazi iu the 
Secoeoeni campaign— certainly not success or cheapness, which seems 
to lie thr great merits of the oiioration. It is enough to make one 
despair of Christianity to think that iu tho nineteenth ccnturv its 
professors arc able to justify such deeds, and to take credit for 
adopting towards the natives of this continent the same measures 
by which the Spaniards of the sixteenth century converted the 
Indians of the Spanish Main. Slavery may lie a bail thing, but 
foHwcen that and extermination there is mighty litt le to choose,

anil tlio employment of such mlhaiis as the Amaswazi means cxter* 
mination, or it menus nothin','. That such deeds should take 
place nt all. is sad enough. That they should tako place under 
the llritish Hag is enough to innke every right-minded Englishman 
demand a searching impiiry. and to insist that no official verbiage 
shall gloss over deeds which, if committed Ity P.oers or colonists, 
would be subjected to a storm of righteous indignation. The 
following telegram has been received this morning by the IV/'.t- 
bfitri. a Dutch organ, which certainly cannot be accused of undue 
philanthropy Fearful atrocities by Swazis nt Secocoeni’s come 
to light. IV>U'term mentions n few, such a* cutting oir women’s 
breasts, burning infants, cutting throats, nnd Haying children of 
five or six years." It is enough to add that these deeds weie said
lo lie iloue by our allies, or rather by our auxiliaries under the 
I'liitish Hag.

T H E  B E W IT C H E D  M IRRO R.

HY P J U N C K  A . T Z K I U ' I K I . K F .

A few years ago I purchased at  Moscow' an old and long- 
doserlcd house. Tho whole huilding had to he repaired 
and almost, rebuilt. Unwilling to travel from Himky, my 
summer residence, to town and hack several times a week, 
I decided to superintend the; work personally and to take 
up ni)r abode on the premises. As a result of this decision, 
a room was hastily prepared for me in the main building. 
I t  was in August ; all my acquaintances and friends had 
loll tho city ; nowhere to go, no one to talk with ; it. was 
t.he dullest period in my life.

Once—as 1 well remember it was on the 27t.li of Au
gust— after passing the  whole morning in the intellectual 
occupation ot disputing with tho carpenters, having rows 
with the masons, and debates with the furniture men, and 
thus spoiling several ounces of blood—a torture known 
but, to Moscow proprietors— I was sulkily eating my dinner
at. the ( iourinsk Inn, when------ (), joy ! I met with two old
and valued triends. I pounced upon them and would not. 
let them go before they  bad accompanied mo homo, anil 
taken a cup of tea with me. After talking over more or 
loss subjects with more or less animated debates, the  conver
sation chanced to turn upon Spiritualism. As a matter of 
course, none of us lx-lioved in spirits, every one of us 
hastening to bring forward tho threadbare and common
place arguments which usually serve such occasions.

“ Do you knmv, Yurey I vanovitch,” said to me one 
of mv friends, “ that 1 was actually assured the other 
day tha t there was nothing in the world more terrifying 
for a person than to stand alone, at. midnight, lie lore a 
mirror, and with two lighted candles in one’s hands, to 
thrice repeat loudly and slowly one’s own name, without 
dropping the eyes from the reflected image ? 1 was told
tha t  it produced the  most awful feeling of nervousness. 
Few men are capable of such a feat.”

“ I t ’s all bosh," remarked his companion, getting  up 
to take liis leave of me. “ This superstition is of t.he 
same kind as tha t  o ther one, of being unable to eat. cham
pagne out. of a soup-plate with a large spoon, without 
perceiving the  devil a t  the bottom of the plate. I tried it. 
myself and nothing happened. However, you can make 
the mirror experiment yourself. In  your deserted and 
empty house, the th ing m ust conn? out quite solemn. 
Well, good-bye : it is getting  late-, and our train leaves 
to-morrow at nine.”

They went away. My servant, came to enquire whether 
J needed him for anything else, and being answered in t.he 
negative, wont off to bed a t  the other end of the largo 
house, where he slept iu some far-off hole. I  was left 
alone.

I feel positively ashamed to confess what happened af
ter that.—yet I must do so. How the idea of t iy ing  that 
experiment, with the mirror could have ever entered into 
my head— the head of a respectable husband, father of a 
large family, and a Judge— 1 know not, bu t it did. I t  was 
like an obsession. I looked at my watch, it  was a quar
ter to twelve—-just tho very time. Taking a lighted 
candle in each hand, I proceeded to the ball-room.

I must tell you th a t  the whole width of my new house 
was occupied by a large and very long hall lighted with 
windows at the two ends. I t  was ju s t  then under repairs.



Along the walla there stood scaffoldings, and tlic place was 
lull ol lumber and rubbish. A t  one side an enormous 
glass-door opened into the conservatory and garden ; a t 
tlio opposite one there was a gigantic looking-glass over 
the inantelrpieee. A better  spot for the evocation of spirits 
could hardly be found. It is with difficulty th a t  I can now 
describe or account for the statu of my feelings, while 1 
was passing along the deserted and gloomy passage lead
ing to the  ball-room. I had been so thoroughly annoyed 
during the  whole day, so prosaically irritated, tha t my 
mental s ta te  could haiilly be favorable to experiments of 
such a kind. 1 remember well, tha t upon pushing the 
heavy doors open, my attention was ilniwn to the once 
elegant, but now very damaged, curving upon it, and tha t  I 
was calculating how much money 1 would have to lay out 
for its thorough reparation. I was calm, completely calm.

W hen 1 entered, I was caught in an atmosphere of 
decay, dampness, white-wash, and fresh lumber. The air 
was heavy; 1 felt oppressed with heat, and yet chill)'. The 
enormous windows, stripped of the ir  blinds and curtains, 
stared in oblong black squares upon the naked walls ; the 
autumnal rain (which 1 had not even suspected while iu 
my loom) was drizzling against the  window panes ; t rem 
bling at every gust of wind, the  glass rattled in the old 
window-frames ; while the  draugh t creeping through the 
crevices and key-holes, whined and sung, tilling the old 
house with mournful cadeuccs. The very sound of my 
footsteps seemed to awaken a strange and weird echo....! 
stopped— but the  sound did not stop me at once ; it went 
on slowly dying away until it broke with a solt and weari
some sigh.........

A strange sensation .suddenly and irresistibly got hold 
of me. I t  was not fear— no, but a kind of sickly, melan
choly feeling in the heart. Aroused by the silence reign
ing in this old uninhabited mansion, and by the umiMial 
surroundings, there  now awoke at the bottom of my soul 
much of tha t  long-forgotten past which had slumbered lor 
so many years amid the wear and tear of commonplace 
daily lito. Who knows whence ami why these unbidden 
guests now came trooping before the eves of memory, 
bringing forth a series of pictures with them ; scenes of 
early childhood and youth ; remembrances and sweet recol
lections, hopes unfulfilled; nml grief— heavy sorrows which I 
had lived through and thought over. All this arose a t once 
and simultaneously with its images of the past and the 
present ; crowding iu upon me at all sides, it  confused anil 
entangled the clearly defined pictures, and replaced them 
with vague recollections. Blit as in our dreams, when the 
sorrow of the preceding day as well as the expected joy of 
the morrow never leave us completely free lroni their  grip, 
so over all these dreamy recollections, whether joyful or 
melancholy, spread like the cold and heavy mist of an 
autumnal rainy day, the cold and dull reality...A hopeless, 
an unaccountable weariness got hold of me, enveloping my
whole being as in a ghostly shroud.........

The sudden noise of ;i rat disturbed in its nocturnal 
wanderings pu t an abrupt stop to the wanderings of my 
imagination. J slowly approached the mirror, pulled off 
its brown hollow cover, and shuddered at  my own reflec
tion : a pale, sorrowful face, with dark flickering shadows 
upon it, looked a t  me with all uiilamiliar expression in its 
eyes aud upon its stern features. 1 could hardly realize it 
was my own. The whole interior ot the large hall with 
its lumber and scaffolding, its veiled statues, and the enor
mous garden door, at the end of a double low of pillars, 
was reflected in the mirror. The weak, waving light of 
the two wax candles was hardly able to chase tbe darkness 
lying in thick black shadows under the lofty ceiling, upon 
■which the heavy chandeliers with their innumerable 
crystal drops painted fantastic spots; from my legs extended 
t w o  gigantic shadows, branching off upon the inland floor 
anil merging into the penumbra of the corners ; at every 
movement these shadows ran swiftly right and left, now 
lengthening, a t another moment shortening. Again, I 
glanced at my watch, it wanted three minutes to midnight. 
J'laeing a chair before the looking-glass, J laid my c h r o n o -  

jucter upon it, and with the two lighted candles clenched

iu by hands stood before the mirror, awaiting midnight. 
All w.xs quiet and the silence around was profound. 
Nought was heard bu t  the ticking of my watch, and the 
occasional fall of a  rain-drop passing through the old leaky 
roof. And now, the watch-haiuls m e t ; I straightened m y
self up, and, firmly looking upon my own countenance iu 
the mirror, pronounced slowly, loudly and distinctly, 
" Y — u — r— ey I— va— no— \itch  Ta— ni—shef !”

I f  I had failed before to recognize my own face, tha t  
time I was utterly  unable to recognize my own voice ! I t  
was a.s if the sounds reached me from far, far off; as if the 
voice ot another somebody had called me. 1 went on 
staring at myself, though never taking off my eyes from 
the face. The reflection had become paler still, the eyes 
seemed immeasurably enlarged and the candles trembled 
violently in it* hands. All was quiet ; only my two sha
dows began moving swifter than  ever ; they joined each 
other, then separated again, and all a t once began rapidly 
growing, elongating themselves, moving on higher and 
h igher. . . they  slipped along the veiled statues, flung the ir  
clear, cut, black patches upon the white walls, climbed 
along the  pillars, separated u|rjii the ceiling and began
approaching nearer and nearer........“ Yu— ley 1— vano—•
vitcli Tanishef !” I slowly pronounced again my name ; 
and this once, my voice resounded in the old hall more 
muffled than ever. There was iu it  something like a
note of sorrow, reproach, ami warning.........No, this voice,
so soft, with tones iu it so broken, was not m y  coicc / . . .

It was the familiar voice of some one I knew well, who 
was near and dear to m e...  I heard it more than once, whe
ther in my dreams or waking hours.... It had hardly died 
away, when a window-pane, jingling and tinkling under a 
new gust of wind, suddenl y burst. 11 was as if a harp-chord 
had broken its pure, metallic ring, tilled the room, and was 
caught up by the wind which ■ began its long and liigu- 
brous dirge, a song of awe and sorrow......... Unable to re
sist t he first impulse, I took off my eyes for one instant 
from the mirror, and was going to turn abruptly round, 
when suddenly recollecting that I had Lo keep my eyes 
fixed upon it all the time I looked again, and— remained 
rooted to the spot with horror........

I found my sell no more in the looking-glass . . . .N o ; 1 
was not asleep, neither was 1 insane ; 1 recognised every 
smallest object around m e :  there was I lie chair with my 
watch upon it ; and I saw distinctly iu the m inor  every 
part of the room reflected ; the  scaffolding and statues, 
aud the drop-lights were there, all of them as they were 
before.... Hut my shallow had also disappeared, and I vain
ly searched for it upon the inland lloor. The room was 
empty ; it had lost its only tenant. I... . I myself had 
gone, and was there no mole !...

Au inexpressible wild terror got hold of me. Never, in 
the range of the experience of my whole life, had I ex
perienced anything approaching this feeling. It seemed 
to me as if 1 were living over this same event lor a second 
time ; tha t all this had happened to me before, on the 
same spot, illuminated by that sam e dickering light, ill 
this same identical, heavy, gloomy silence...that I had ex
perienced all this, and had waited here before now...feel
ing that something wa.s going to happen, tha t it noiseless
ly approached, tha t  invisible and inaudible, it is already 
near the door, tha t this empty ball-room is a —stage, whose 
curtain is slowly lolling up, and that one second more, onu 
more effort., but to pronounce once more my name...only 
once...and that door will noiselessly ojieh...

The name, the nam e__I have to pronounce it lor the
third and last time__I repeated over and over to myself
mentally, trying to summon up my courage and collect 
my thoughts. 15ut all my will-power had gone. I felt 
like one petrified, I was no longer my own self, but n j»irt 
of something else ; 1 could not aud did not think ; 1 only 
instinctively felt that I wa.s being irresistibly drawn into 
a \o r te \  of fatal events, and went on staring like a m a
niac into I he mirror, in which I saw the empty hall with 
everything iu it-, b u t— myself j



W ith a desperate superhuman effort, I shook off that 
state of paralysis and began to u t te r  my name for the
third t im e :  “ Yur— ey Ivano— vitcli T a ............. !” but, my
voice bn>ke down, and my tongue rlave to the roof of my 
m outh , at the shrill, trembling, extraordinary tones which 
made the whole house vibrate with echoes in the  midst of 
this ominous silence. The wind howled and moaned, the 
doors and windows violently trembled, as the  knob of the 
entrance door slowly bu t audibly and distinctly tu rned .. .  
l i t te r in g  a shriek of terror, I threw down both the lights 
and pressing my head between my palms, rushed out of the 
room like a madman.

W hat happened alter that I  know not. I came to my 
senses only in the morning, when I found myself in 
bed, in my own room, and with a dim mist working in my 
brain. Gradually I recalled all the incidents nf the pre 
ceding night, and was ju s t  g o i n g  to decide in my own 
thoughts that- the whole was but a  dream, when my ser
vant handed me with a look of blank amazement, my 
watch anil the two candlesticks that the workmen had 
ju s t  found before the uncovered mirror in the ball-room.

I have narrated a F A C T  : though to explain it  is more 
than 1 could undertake. One thing 1 knew well, I will 
evoke mvself before a lookinji-jdass no more, and strongly% o © ’ c  »
advise others never to a t tem pt the  experiment.

T H E  X  I'M HEJl S E 1 'EX.

A dee]) significance was attached to numbers in hoary 
antiquity. There was not a people with any thing 
like philosophy, bu t gave great prominence to numbers 
in their application to religious observances, the establish
ment of festival days, symbols, dogmas, and even the 
geographical distribution of empires. The mysterious 
numerical system of Pythagoras was nothing novel when 
it appeared far earlier than (>00 years B .C . The occult 
meaning of figures and their combinations entered into the 
meditations of the sages of every people ; and the day is not 
far off when, compelled bv t he eternal cyclic rotation of 
events our now sceptical unbelieving West, will have to 
admit tha t in that regular periodicity of ever recurring 
events there is something more t han a mere blind chance. 
Already our W estern ,-nvanls begin to notice it. Of late, 
they have pricked up their ears and began speculating 
U j i o n  cycles, numbers and all tha t  which, but a few years 
ago, they bad relegated to oblivion in the old closets of 
memory, never to be unlocked bu t for the [impose of 
grinning a t  the uncouth and idiotic superstitions of our 
1/nsdentijic forefathers.

As one of such novelties, the old, and matter-of-fact 
German journal J>\e (lenemrurt lias a serious and learned 
article ujion “ the significance of the number seven” in
troduced to the readers as a “ Culture-historical Essay.’’ 
After quoting from it a few extracts, we will have some
thing to add to it perhaps. 'Die author says that

“ Tlit number was considered sacred not only by all tlie cul
tured nations ot iintiipiity mill tin; Hast, liut was held in the great
est rcverencc even by tin- later nations of tin; West. The iistrono- 
lniciil origin of this number is established beyond any doubt. J lan , 
feeling himself t im eout of mind dependent upon the heavenly 
lowers, ever and everywhere made earth subject to heaven. The 
arrest and brightest of the luminaries thus beeainc in liis sight the 

most important and highest of powers ; such were the planets 
which the whole antiquity numbered a s .v r 'x .  Iti course of time 
these were transformed into m-urn deities. The Kgvptians had seven 
original and higher gods; the I'lueiiieians seren knbiris ; the Per
sians, tttVH sacred horses of iMithra; the I’arsces, scrrii angels 
opposed by serai demons, and seren celestial abodes paralleled by 
/'■f ii lower regions. To represent the more clearly this idea iu 
its concrete form, the seren gods were often represented as one 
sijiin-/nvii':d deity. The whole heaven was subjected to the sertn 
planets ; hence, iu nearly all the religions systems we find seven 
heavens."

The belief in the sapid tola of the Braiiininical religion 
has remained faithful to the archaic philosojihy ; and— who 
knows—but the idea itself was originated in Aryavarta, 
this cradle of all philosophies and mother of all subsequent 
religions! Ift.hu Egyptnin dogma of the metempsychosis
or the transmigrat ion of soul taught tha t t here were m e n

states of purification and progressive perfection, it is also 
true tha t  the Buddhists took from the Aryans of India, 
not fioin Egypt, their idea ol'seven stages of jirogressive 
development of the disembodied soul allegorized by the 
Keren stories and umbrellas gradually diminishing towards 
the top on the ir  |>agodas.

In  the mysterious worship of Mithra there were "seven. 
gates,’’ neven altars, seven mysteries. The priests of many 
Oriental nations were subdivided in to s rm i  degrees ; verm 
ste|is led to the altars and in the tenijiles burnt candles in 
,̂ ’rex-branched candlesticks. Several of the Masonic Lodges 
have to this day, seven ami fourteen stejis.

The seven p lanetary spheres served as a model for state 
divisions and organizations. China was divided into wren 
provinces : ancient Persia into Keren satrapies. According 
to the Arabian legend seven  angels cool the sun with ice and 
snow, lest it should burn the earth to c inders;  and, seren  
Hunt*!ml angels wind lip and set the sun in motion every 
morning. The two oldest rivers of the East— the Ganges 
and tin! N ile— had each seven  mouths. The East had in the 
an tiquity  Keren principal rivers (the Nile, the  Tigris, the 
Euphrates, the Oxus, the Yaksart, theArax and the Indus); 
seren  famous treasures ; seren cities full of gold ; seven  mar
vels of the world ; I'fce. Equally did the number seven play 
a |irominent part  in the architecture of temples and palaces. 
The famous pagoda of Churingham is surrounded by seven  
square walls, painted in seven  different colours, and in the 
middle of each wall is a neven storied pyramid ; ju s t  as in 
the antediluvian days the temple of Borsijipa, now the 
Birs-Nimrud, had seven stages, symbolical of tbe seven  con
centric circles of tins w m  spheres, each built of tiles aud 
metals to corres]>ond with the colour of the riding planet 
of the sphere typified.

These are all “ remnants of jiaganism’’ we are told—■ 
traces “ of the superstitions of old, which, like the owls and 
bats in a dark subterranean flew away to return no more 
before the glorious light of Christianity”— a statement 
bu t  too easy of refutation. I f  the  author of the article in 
question has collected hundreds of instances to show that 
not only the Christians of old but (•veil the modern Chris
tians have preserved the number seren, and as sacredly a.s 
it, ever was before, there might be found in reality tlinu- 
funds. To begin with the astronomical and religious cal
culation of old of the ( K i g a l i  Homans, who divided the 
week into seren days, and held the serenIh day as the 
most sacred the Sol nr (S’«H-day of Jupiter, and to which 
all the Christian nations— especially the Protestants— 
make }>vjn to this day. If, perchance, we arc answered 
that it  is not from the pagan Romans but from the mono
theistic .lews that, we have it, then why is not the Saturday 
or the real “ Sabba th” k ep t  instead of the Sunday, or 
Sol's day ?

If iu the “ Mi'imayaiia” seven yards are mentioned in the 
residences of the Indian kings ; and seren gates generally 
led to the famous temples and cities of old, then why 
should the Krieslanders have iu the tenth  century of the 
Christian era strictly adhered to the number seven in 
dividing their  jirovinces, and insisted U j i o n  paying seven 
“ |ifennings” of contribution { The Holy Roman and Chris
tian Empire has seven Kiirftlrsls or Electors. The 
Hungarians emigrated under the leadership of seven dukes 
ami founded seven towns, now called Seniitjmdya  (now 
Transylvania). I f  pagan Rome was built oil seven hills, 
Constantinople had seven names— Bysanco, Antonia, New 
Rome, the town of Constantine, The Sejiarator of the 
World’s Parts, The Treasure of Islam, Stamboul— and was 
also called the city on the seven Hills, and the city of the 
seven Towers as an adjunct to others. With the Mussul
mans “ it was besieged seren times and taken after seven 
weeks by the seventh of the Osman Sultans. In the ideas 
of the Eastern |>eojiles, the seven planetary sjiheres are re
presented by the seven rings worn by the women on seven 
parts of the body— the head, the neck, the hands, the feet, 
in the ears, in t he nose, around the  waist— and these seren 
rings or circles are presented to this time by the Eastern 
suitors to their brides ; the beauty of the woman consist* 
ing iu the Persian songs of wren charms,



The seven  planets ever remaining nt an equal distance 
from each other, and rotating in the same path, lienee, 
the idea .suggested hy this motion, of tho eternal h a r
mony of the universe. In this connection the  number 
seven been me especially sacred witli them, and ever pre
served its importance with the astrologers. The Py tha
goreans considered the  figure seven as the  image and mo
del of the divine order and harmony in nature. It was 
the number containing twice the sacred num ber three or 
the “ triad,” to which the “ one” or the divine m onad  was 
added : 3 +  1 +  3. As the harmony of nature sounds 
on the key-board of space, between the seven planets, so 
the harmony of audible sound takes place on a smaller 
plan within the  musical scale of the ever-recurring seven 
tone, lienee, seven pi)>es in the syrinx of the god Pan (or 
Nature), the ir  gradually diminishing proportion of shape 
representing the distance between the planets and between 
the latter and the earth— and, the  «*iv«-stringed lyre 
of Apollo. Consisting of a union between the num ber 
three (the symbol of the divine triad with all and every 
people, Christians as well as pagans) and of f o u r  (the sym 
bol of the cosmic forces or elements,) the num ber seven 
points out symbolically to the union of the Deity with 
the universe ; this Pythagorean idea was applied by the 
Christians— (especially during the  Middle Ages)— who 
largely used the number seven  in the  symbolism of their  
sacred architecture. So, for instance, the famous C athe
dral of Cologne and the Dominican Church at Hegensbury 
display this num ber in the smallest architectural details.

No less an inqiortance has this mystical number iu the 
world of intellect and philosophy. Greece had seven  sages, 
the Christian Middle Ages seven free arts (grammar, rhe 
toric, dialectics, arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy). 
The Mahometan Sheikh-ul-lslam calls in for every im 
portant meeting seven “ ulems." In the Middle Ages an 
oath had to be taken before seven witnesses, and the one 
to whom it was administered was sprinkled seven  times 
with blood. The processions mound the temples went 
seven times, and the devotees had to kneel xrven times 
before uttering a vow. The Mahometan pilgrims turn 
round Kaaba seven times, a t  the ir  arrival. The sacred 
vessels were made of gold and silver purified seven times. 
The localities of the old German tribunals were designated 
by seven trees, under which wero placed sew n  “ Schoffers” 
(judges) who required seven witnesses. The criminal was 
threatened with a tie ivn-fold punishment, and a wiVM-fold 
purification was required as a *£mi-fold reward was pro
mised to the virtuous. Every one knows the  great im 
portance placed iu the W est on the seventh son of a seventh 
son. All the mythic personages are generally endowed 
with seven sons. In Germany, the king aud now the  em 
peror cannot refuse to stand as god.-fathcr to a seventh 
son, if he be even a beggar. In  the East in making up 
for a quarrel or signing a  treaty of peace, the rulers 
exchange either seven or forty-nine (7 X 7) presents.

To a t tem pt to cite all the things included in this mys
tical num ber would require a library. We will close by 
quoting but a few more from the region of the demonia
cal. According to authorities in those matters— the C hris
tian clergy of old—a contract with the devil had to con
tain seven paragraphs, was concluded for seven years and 
signed by the contractor seven times ; all the magical 
drinks prepared with the help of the enemy of man con
sisted of seven herbs ; tha t  lottery ticket wins which is 
drawn out by a «-tv«-yei.r old child. Legendary wars 
lasted seven years, seven months and seven days ; and the 
combatant heroes num ber seven, seventy, seven hundred, 
seven thousand and seventy thoUsund. The princesses 
iu the fairy tales remained seven years under a spell, 
and the boots of the famous cat— the Marquis de 
Carabas,— were seven leagued. The ancients divided 
the human frame into seven parts ; the head, the chest, 
the stomach, two hands and two feet, and m an’s life 
was divided into seven periods. A baby begins tee th 
ing in the seventh month ; a child begins to sit after fo u r
teen months ( 2 x 7 ) ;  begins to walk after tw en ty-on e  
jnonths (3 X 7) j to speak after H vtn ty-ciyh t months ( t x  7)i

leaves off sucking after th ir ty -five  months ( 5 x 7 )  ; n t fo u r 
teen years (2 X 7) he begins to finally form h im self ;  a t  
twenty-one ( 3 x 7 )  he ceases growing. Tlio average height 
of a man before mankind degenerated was seven f e e t ; hence 
the old Western laws ordering the garden walls to l>c seven. 
feet high. The education of the hoys began with the 
Spartans and the old Persians at the age of seven. Aud 
iu the Christian religions— with the Roman Catholics and 
the Greeks—the child is not held responsible for any crime 
till he is seven, ami it is the proper age for him to go to 
confession.

I f  the l liudiis  will th ink of their Mann and recall what 
the old Shsistras contain, beyond doubt they will find the  
origin of all this symbolism. Nowhere did the num ber 
seven play so prominent a  part as with the old Aryits iu 
India. W e have bu t to think of the seven sages— tho 
iSapta R isit ; the  S o jita  L o in — the seven, worlds ; the S aptu  
I'u ra — the seven holy cities ; the  Sitptn  Duiptt— the seven 
holy islands ; th o  Saptu S am udra— the seven holy seas; the 
Saptu P u rva tu — the seven holy mountains ; the Sajitu  
A n in ia — the seven deserts ; the S o p ta  Vruksha— the seven, 
sacred trees;  and so on, to see the probability of tho 
hypothesis. The Aryas never borrowed anything, nor did 
the Brahmans, who were too proud and exclusive for that. 
Whence, then, the mystery and sacredness of the number 
seven {

W H A T  T H E  W E S T  E X P E C T S .

Some time ago, a le tter  was written from here to one of 
the cleveiest of American editors upon the .subject of 
Oriental psychology, asking him to indicate how, iu his 
judgm ent, it would lie best to present it to the Western 
world, so as to arouse; the  widest popular interest. Thu 
editor, unlike most W estern journalists, is well read in 
Oriental religions questions, l ie  answers as follows :— 

You ask me to sta te  what special line of enquiry into 
Asiatic Philosophy is most likely to meet the Western 
demand. My dear Sir, there  is no Western demand as 
yet. It  is your business to create it. And while, if speak
ing from the s tandpoint of the student, I should urge you 
to devote your attention principally to the  religions of 
Asia, regarding the m atte r  from the standpoint of popular 
interest,, I should rather advise you to develop and illus
trate such phases of Oriental Supernuturalisni as it may 
be in your power to describe or explain. You will perhaps 
rejoin tha t Oriental Supernuturalisni is so wrapped up 
with religion tha t  the two must 1)0 studied together. 
Granted, lint what we are seeking, 1 take it, is tlio 
means ol arousing general interest, anil the surest way to 
do that in regard to any religion has always been by ex
citing the wonder and awe of the vulgar, in  a word, do 
as all founders of faiths have ever done : appeal to m ira
cles. Give the public interesting accounts of the marvels 
your Hindu pietist, becomes capable of (according to t r a 
dition) when he a t ta ins  the position of a Rislii or Arliat. 
Tell how this state is attained. Lift the veil from the psy
chological mysteries which are involved. Confute, the  
pragmatical postulants of unconscious celebration, hypno
tism, aud what not, as the causes and explanations of 
everything that puzzles them in Nature. 'Jake, if you 
can, the jugglers of India as well as the Brahmans, de
scribe their feats which have so bewildered the witnesses 
from the time of Knblai Khan until to-day. Give the 
world the til'st serious a t tem p t it lisis seen to investigate 
the mayie o f  In d ia . Is there, or is there not, anything in 
it ? T hat is the question which I believe most interests 
those who have given the subject any attention, and it  is 
one which you must undertake to deal with, or your mis
sion will be abortive. As to the philosophies and religions 
of Asia, I confess tha t my study of them has not impress
ed me with any grea ter  reverence for them than I en te r
tained for the  philosophies and religions of the West, 
Their chief interest to me ap|iears to lie in the light they 
throw upon the evolution of human intelligence, and tho 
proofs they furnish of the strung family resemblances 
which accompany its gradual advances, Tlic literature vt
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early iluddhism is as Pull of nobility ami purity  ns t.liat of 
<Jln'isliiiuity. Both religious in tinu; became overlaid aiul 
smothered wit Ii ceremonial. As to tho Veil it- literature,
I con loss, I see in it  little more than the crmlc ami eliim- 
sy cflbrts of u primitive people to propitiate tlie forces of 
N a tu re  they h:ul learnt to fear. In  fact, there is oulv one 
th ing  in India which possesses any living interest lor me 
a t  present, ami th a t  is the subject of occult knowledge. 
In regard to this 1 would suggest one or two ideas which 
seem to me to require spceial examination. In the lirst 
place the development of supernatural power appears tu b e  
conditioned, among Indian religionists, aud upon an asce
tic preparation which physiologists would declare to be 
very prejudicial to the maintenance of a sound mind in a 
sound body. This is a  point which I th ink demands par
ticular attention, for neglect of it threatens to vitiate all 
the conclusions of otherwise cautious witnesses. Again, 
in recounting any alleged supernatural' phenomena, it is 
necessary tha t  corroborative testimony should bo supplied, 
of the most minute, exhaustive and exclusive character. 
A  mere unsupported liar’ration of such m atters  will in these 
days of cxact and profound research and analysis be accord
ed 110 significance. This has been the fatal defect of all 
the sta tem ents now iu possession of the W estern world 
with regard to Indian mysteries. They have been spoken 
of as carelessly a.s if they were ordinary phenomena, aud 
iuj a result they have been stigmatized as mere travellers’ 
talcs. Now, you kuow perfectly well the importance of 
such careful verification as 1 have spoken of. W ithout it 
I am sure you will fail to accomplish any thing important. 
W ith  it you are in a position to revolutionize the belief of the 
West, and to advance the frontiers of science enormously. 
I  regard you as being under a great responsibility. You 
possess an opportunity which has perhaps never beforo been 
enjoyed by the Aryans since the primeval race settled 
beyond t he 11 imalayas. B u t  it is clear to me tha t t his 
great opportunity will be wasted unless you fully realize 
the necessity of securing every step you take, liemember 
tha t  one well-attested phenomenon is worth more as a 
means of conviction than a library of loosely told and u n 
supported stories. The age is past at which intelligent 
men could be got to take on trust narratives iu any way 
transcending common experience. You have marvellous 
things to uphold, and you can only do if by the force of 
evidence. 1 hope tha t  you will succeed even beyond your 
most sanguine anticipations, bu t  I am sure you can only 
satisfy the Western critical mind by making it apparent 
tha t you were disposed to take nothing for granted, but
resolute to prove all things..................................No doubt
you have experienced annoyance from the bigotry and 
intolerance of tho Christian missionaries. By the way, it 
would be well done to show the world how small has been 
their  success iu making conversions, and how g rea t  a 
hum bug the whole Indian mission system is."

U N  T U B  J .  I I N  N O T I O N  OF Till-: CUE.  I TOli.
I’.Y  I ) R .  I !A M  D A S  S K X .

In the May number of the T n k o s o i m i i s t ,  Rao Balnidur 
(Jopalrao Ilari .Deshmukh says in his article on Tho 
Ja in  View ol Oni, ’ tha t the Ja ins  do not believe in the 
existence of a Creator, in controvcrsion of what I said on 
the same subject in the December number. I t  was stated 
there tha t the Ja ins  were not atheists  in the stric t sense of 
the term ; and this is clearly borne ou t by the following 
quotations from two very authentic  J a in  Sanskri t  works,

3  e  heV t: k  m J T :  «

I t e m

* ^  ipf:
These quotations may not bear out or concur with Rat- 

tiakar, admittedly a  recent work aiul of inferior authority, 
bu t there they are. *

I M P R O V E M E N T  I N  I N D I A N  A G R I C U L T U R E .

Always proponderatingly an agricultural country, India 
has of late been growing still more so by the gradual ex
tinction of her ancient manufacturing industries and me
chanical arts. The struggle for life now goes on more 
desperately than ever. A good monsoon means life, a bad 
one sometimes death to millions. Hoarding of present 
surplus against future necessities has become almost im
possible : the tax-burthened, debt-crushed ryot has learnt 
to eat the bread of to-day with thankfulness, anil in dumb 
lour await what the morrow may bring forth. How much 
of this is duo to had government, how much to careless 
selection ot seed-grain, how much to dearth of pasturage 
for working-cattlo, how much to unthrifty habits and the 
rash accumulation of debt, how much to lack of water for 
irrigation ; what par t  should be ascribed to the  tax- 
gatherer, what to the zemindar, what to the system of land
holdings—let others discuss. The first, most vital fact for 
us to realize is th a t  the  mouths to feed are increasing 
faster than  the  food to pu t  into them. I t  is this that 
grieves the heart of every lover of India. How can the 
case be m et I Useless to talk, how can we best begin to 
work ? It is not to argum ent the country wants; the situa
tion is not disputed, and no one has the  time to quarrel 
over it when the hungry are crying for bread. Let us take 
counsel together then. 11, is a simple question of arith
metic, after all. We cannot extend the area of cultivable 
land, nor can we slay tho extra children that aro born to 
make the ratio of crop to eaters keep stationary. We 
must do one of two things thou— either-make each acre 
bear more grain or leave the surplus population to starve. 
I f  a certain fixed acreage will support, only a  fixed number 
of people under one system of cultivation, it will sup
port ten or twenty or fifty per cent, more under another 
system ; and if the increase of population iu the country 
where the more imperfect farming pi'evails has reached 
and passed the u tm ost productive limit of the land under 
th a t  system— then what ? Simply th a t  patriotism, states
manship and philanthropy alike demand th a t  au earnest 
and combined a t tem pt shall be made to improve the bad 
method of agriculture until it is thoroughly reformed, and 
the fixed number of acres shall be made as productive as 
possible. This is the  case of India.

The |R)sition iu which India now' finds herself is not a 
new one. O ther countries have been so situated before, 
both iu modern and ancient times. China, now, and Peru, 
iu the pro-historic period, are examples in point ; so are 
the Belgium of to-day ami the Egypt of the olden time. 
England has passed the point, where the  u tmost skill can 
extract enough from the land to support her population, 
and the consequences aro, on the ono hand, enormous and 
increasing importations of food, and, on tin; other, constant 
emigrations of surplus people to new countries. B u t it 
may be urged tha t  the  inhabitants of this 1’ciiinsula have 
lost the propensity to emigrate, once so strong in their 
ancestors. True ; and, therefore, the only resource is to 
imitate the examples of China, Peru, Belgium, England, 
aud other over-crowded countries, and improve the crop- 
bearing capacity of the land. Tho acre tha t  now yields 
ten bushels m ust bo forced to produce fifteen, and so give 
food to one-third more people. Granting this as a safe 
premiss, can the th ing be done ? Is it, in fact, possible to 
increase the yield of our soil in any appreciable degree ? 
We th ink it is. W e do not believe this can be done by 
importing patented playthings. I t  cannot bo done by 
applying in a tropical country, with its peculiar seasons 
a u d i t s  fiery sun-heat, tho same methods of agriculture, 
tha t  succeed in Europe and America. I t  is foolish to ask 
the almost penniless Indian ryot to lay out capital against 
u ltimate returns, iis the English or Belgian farmer is ready 
to do. In a word, whatever is done m ust be in the direc
tion of improving our existing methods, not by trying to 
graft them with foreign ones, as uncongenial here as the 
Indian palm is to the  climate of the Grampian Hills. Lot 
intelligent patriots ask themselves whether the soil is 
cultivated and cropped to Iho best advantage j whether



ns good feed is used as can l e  h a d ;  w hether theie  is 
such careful stock-breeding ns will produce the  strongest, 
woiking-cattlo, tho  best milch cow s; w hether any im
proved pumping system can be h it  upon th a t  will raise 
moio water with the  same expenditure of p o w e r  as now ; 
whether forest-conservancy is a good or had th ing for the 
country nnd, it the  former, what should he done to help 
it  along ; w hether nny  slight, and inexpensive modifica
tions could bo made in the shape of our farming tools, or 
any change is possible in our methods of harvesting, s tor
ing and disposing of the  crops, th a t  would increase tho 
l jo t  s profits. I hose are a few of the questions tha t  should 
occupy the  a ttention of every man who wishes well of In  - 

f 1’ ,l0  ̂ l**ve her  people starve. Competition
♦'f village against village or ryot against ryot, I'ur prizes 
oftered for the host tilled farm, the host 'field crop, the 
best annual, the best bushel of secd-grain, ought to he 
promoted, for experience in other countries has shown 
th a t  this is a most powerful incentive to painstaking, 
ra i r e  nnd agricultural shows are also very important s ti
mulants ol good^ farming, nnd they should he so adapted 
to local and national customs, prejudices and wants as lo 
nrouse popular interest. It. is now quite well known tha t  
the representatives of the  Theosophical Society in India
have a deep interest in the  material, no less than in tho 
spiritual, welfare of this country. From the first this has 
been publicly and privately shown. Some, b u t  not many 
here are aware tha t  for years tlie President of the  Society 
was ns closely and conspicuously identified in America 
with agiicultural reform as lie is now with Theosophy. 
Natuially  enough the condition of Indian agriculture 
has been closely observed hy us ever since our arrival, 
nnd especially during the two long journeys we have 
made to the far North-W estern Provinces. A corre.sjMHi- 
deuce has since been maintained upon the  subject, with 
influential Native and European gentlemen, a m o n g  the 
la tter Mr. E.^ Buck, Director of Agriculture, N o r th 
Western Provinces and Oudli, who seems a  represen
tative of th a t  highest type of official— one who is more 
anxious to do good to the country than to himself. Mr. 
Buck, however, is before the public and no words from 
us m o  required to prove whether lie is a good  or a had 
onicer. But nevertheless our opinion is expressed above, 
and there it  stands for what it is worth. H e has addressed 
Col. Olcott a le tter  upon the subject of improvements iu 
Indian agriculture, closely agreeing with the views herein 
supported, as will be seen upon perusal. W e  would be 
glad to see our contemporaries of the Native  press giving 
the subject tlio consideration its importance deserves, and 
will be thankful for any suggestions as to how our Society 
ot either of its fellows can render nny service in the 
matter.

D k im i i t m i : . \ t  o f  A o r i c u l t u h k  a n d  C o m m k rc u ,  

N.-W. P. a n d  O u i m .

A hjtjarh, the 20th  o f  F ebruary 1SS0. 
M y  d e a r  C o l .  O l c o t t ,

1 have been encouraged by the  interest which 
you take in agricultural m atters  to ask you w hether you 
can assist me in any way to obtain the  sympathies of tho 
people of India, and especially of the  enlightened classes 
with whom you are principally associated, iu the a ttem pts  
which we are making for the i m p r o v e m e n t  of agriculture.

Our position is, I  think, somewhat misunderstood. We 
do not como forward to ask the  agricultural population of 
India to accept from us the  ideas nnd machinery of liu- 
rope and America and apply them to the ir  country.

On the contrary, we appeal to them to tench us what 
they require ; wo profess to give them, it is true, the 
menus of ascertaining what principles have been dis
covered in the  West, not ye t utilized in the  East, bu t hav
ing done so, we must refer to the agricultural population 
themselves. The most important question of all— is such 
and such a principle, or is such and such an implement, 
likely to be of scrvice to your country ?

Unless tho people themselves come forward or evince a 
desire to make an earnest trial of means which are brought, 
to the ir  notice for tho advance of their  own agricultural 
interest, the a ttem pts  of Government are worse than use
less, for they cost money which has to be raised from tho 
taxes of tho people of India.

Government can do very litllo more than endeavour to 
excite a natural and wholesome interest in such things. 
The adoption of them must, come from the people th em 
selves, who are the  only true judges whether they are now 
or by patien t development, can bo made to be hereafter 
useful to them. I f  only a few earnest landlords would in 
the interests of their fellow-countrymen secure an honest 
and I rue verdict, after a fair and patient trial of the m e
rits of a new systeni, a  new implement, or a new principle, 
consider what au enormous amount of good might result 
from tlio discovery of only one small improvement. Tliero 
are something like five or six crores of acres in the ono 
small province of the N.-W. P. Imagine an improvement 
which gave only one maund of grain more per acre onco 
in two years;  nu am ount of fo o d ,  or of saleable produce, 
bringing increased wealth to the agricultural population 
and an increased store of food lo the country.

Or imagine a means by which I he cost, of wells or of 
bringing water to the surface could be cheapened by 25 
per cent. W hat an advancc could at  once be made to 
wards securing this N orth  of India against the perils of 
drought which so much harrnss its arid soil.

W e have drained the rivers of their  water by our canals; 
we must now fall back upon the old source— the water 
supply below the surface.

W e want the people to feel that, it is in their own inter
ests to try and improve and cheapen the water-lifting 
system. The native appliances are truly admirable, bu t 
it may be quite  possible by making trial of the results of 
European, I should prefer to sav— American—science, somo 
new idea may he developed which will bring the  vaststoro 
of water lying beneath tho feet of every cultivator inoro 
within liis reach.

Do not think that, I, for one, wish for improvement for 
the sake of Government or English interests. My appeal 
to th e  Famine Commissioners to secure the  perm anent 
prosperity of the cultivating classes will prove th a t  I havo 
only the interests of the cultivators at heart. My ono 
hope and object is to raise the whole body of agricultural 
classes to a higher level of comfort and happiness.

In one th ing I have succeeded, as you have heard, tho 
introduction of Tobacco curing (which I  only secured by 
the help of Americans). The object, in this case is to pre
pare Indian Tobacco for the European m arket so as to 
bring English and foreign money into India in exehango 
for Indian produce. B u t success was here possible, be
cause “ curing" could be concentrated in a small spaco 
and completed by Europeans. Tt was one of tho very 
few things in which the  assistance of the agricultural po
pulation wns not needed. There is nothing now to pre
vent natives fiom taking up the same industry when they 
find it to be sufficiently profitable ju s t  as they have 
taken up Indigo in the N.-W. P. to the almost complete 
exclusion of Europeans who first gave the  lend. Noui 
the  native agriculturists can manage the  business inoro 
cheaply than the Europeans and, in this province, tako 
the lead themselves.

B ut in other mattei'S such as improvement of actual 
cultivation which requires the wide-spread sympathy of 
the agricultural classes nothing can he done unless tho 
agricultural classes nre excited by a real desire to im 
prove their own condition, nnd to inquire into these things 
for themselves. T he  improvements which can be ex 
pected are so small when calculated on an individual field 
th a t  it is hopeless to expect any lead being given by 
European capitalists as in the ease of indigo and tea and 
tobacco. B u t the  m ultiplier is so enormous tha t  a little 
improvement on one acre becomes nn enormous result 
over several millions, nnd when this is considered it seems 
worth while for native philiint.hropi.sls to consider the 
subject deserving of earnest a ttention and to allow us to



co-operate with them  in making serious nml patien t trial 
of whatever seems likely to ho useful to the country. 
W hen  we have foun<l any th in ’'  th a t  is really useful, Ih m  
we will commend it to the agricultural population ami not 
before them.

B u t  meanwhile the first and original trial must, be made 
by the  agriculturists themselves, not by (!overnment. Their 
results will be true ami reliable. ( !overnment Agency is 
costly and results are misleading. I myself place little 
reliance on (iuvernment. statistics.

AVe want earnest men, ami real philanthropists to per
suade their  fellow-countrymen to lake up and try  these 
th ings for themselves from a  real desire to improve the 
condition of their country and not (as is perhaps sometimes 
the  ease now) from a  desire to please (iuvernment. The 
mere desire to please (Ioveinment will never do any real 
good, and hence it, is th a t  I had ra ther ask a good man 
like yourself, unconnected with (ioveinment, to enlist the 
interests of the natives in agricultural improvement, for 
the ir  own good than make any appeal to them myself or 
through those who are high in nflicial authority.

Yours very I ruly,

K. BUCK.

S O M E  TIFT K G S  T H E  A R Y A X S  K N E W .

1IY Tin: I.ATi: V.KAMACIIAKI 11AWA.

In  the  Vedas and such other works of the remotest an 
tiquity, magnetism has been spoken of in many places. 
This proves tha t  tbo ancients were familiarly acquainted 
with the forces of magnetism and electricity.

“ Viwiin Vidia” (:i'ronautics) was a  complete science 
among the ancients. So perfect a mastery had they ac
quired iu the control and m anagem ent of the "Viwan” (air 
chariot), tha t  it was used by them for all the practical pur
poses of war, &c. This indicates I,heir lull acquaintance 
with all the arts and sciences on which the Yiwan Vidia 
depends, and also the ir  perfect knowledge of the  different 
s tra ta  aud currents of the air in atmosphere, the tem pera
ture and density of each and various other minor p a r t i
culars.

Diamonds, pearls, rubies, sapphires and various other 
precious stones, as also quicksilver and other minerals, are 
frequently mentioned : it, is also recorded that, these things 
wore found in groat abundance. Therefore, the  different 
sciences, arts or systems relating to mining or the  process
es for separating and ext racting various substances from 
the  earth  were known to the ancients. Tbe ancients were 
thus tho masters of mechanics, chemistry, geology, 
mineralogy, &c.

In the  Bharat an account is given of the Mayasabha 
(a collection of all the wonderful things of the time) pre 
sen ts !  by Mayasur to the Pandavas. In i t  were m i c r o 
scopes, telescopes, clocks, watches, singing birds, articula
ting and speaking animals, and various things made of 
glass, &c. N othing extraordinary and wonderful was left 
out. The innumerable wonders and curiosities of this 
world were exhibited in tha t  Sablia (collection) of Maya- 
sur. Such, indeed, was the mechanism o f  this Mayasabha 
which accommodated hundreds of thousands of men within 
it, th a t  it  required only eight men to turn and take it  in 
whatcvcrdirection they liked. From all this it is most forcibly 
proved th a t  in the  Mayasabha of the lYmdavas were dis
played works which indicated tho great learning and high 
scientific and artistic attainments of the ancients, incom
parably superior to those of the English, thoFroneh.and the 
Chinese of the present time. If, as is positively affirmed by 
tlio thoughtless, the ancients (our very remote ancestors) 
were entirely ignorant of mathematics, chemistry, m e
chanics and other scicnees and art.s, how in the world could 
they  have performed such grand and wonderful works ? 
Thev  were not such as they arc believed to be. Know 
th a t  whatever is (at all times) within the roach of the  h u 
man intellect, wisdom, and senses, was acquired by the 
ancients in a more perfect degree than  in our day.

In the  ancient works it is even said th a t  there wore 
guns .and cannons in the  Lanka of Itavan. They were call* 
ed X lm la t  Van/ar*. Therefore, gun|mwder was also known 
to them .

There was also tbe steam or fire-engine called A y  ni 
Hath, th e  prime motor in which was the  steam produced 
from boiling water.

T be ancient kings bad also their monetary systems, and 
therefore, they had their  mints in which monies were 
coined.

The ancients used to visit islands nnd distant lands Ik1* 
yond the seas and oceans, and, therefore, they were neither 
ignorant of geography nor of the art of navigation (Nav« 
cagnman).

Before five thousand years ago, they were most remark
able for the ir  war tactics and military systems and disci
pline. In battles they used to arrange their armies in the 
forms of circles, stjuares, oblongs, wedges Ike. Some part 
of the ir  war tactics is to a certain exten t known to the 
soldiers of our age. Hut “ Ashtar Vidia.,” the most im
portant and scientific part, is not at. all known at present. 
I t  consisted in annihilating the hostile arm y by involving, 
enveloping and suffocating it in different layers and masses 
of atmospheric air charged and impregnated with different 
substances. The army would find itself plunged in a fierv 
electric and watery element, in total thick darkness or 
surrounded by a ]K>isonous, smoky, jiestilential atmosphere, 
full sometimes of savage and terror-striking animal forms 
(<•. (j. snakes, tigers, See.) and frightful noises. Thus 
they used to destroy the ir  enemies. The party thus assail
ed counteracted these effects by arts a n d m o a n s  known to 
them and in their  turn assaulted the enemy by means of 
some other secrets of the “ Ashtar Vidia." This Ashtar 
Vidia is no more practised at present. Those who j m i s - 

sessed the  secrets of it. cautiously guarded them from the 
misusers. It was perfectly ju s t  and right to do so.

Extensive works on “ Ashtar Vidiii ” and such other 
sciences were a t  different times compiled in the languages 
of the times from the Sanskrit originals. But thoy, toge
ther with the Sanskrit originals, were lost a t  the time of 
the partial deluge of our country. Detached portions of 
these sciences now ami then recur in the  Vedas, Purans 
and such other Sanskrit, works. From all this the learned 
and the wise should see and infei th a t  the ancients had 
the ambition of good government, a great and perfect 
morality, aud knowledge of various arts and sciences. 
It. is the  very province of the human intellect to invent, 
discover, and learn things which would benefit all living 
beings. I f  a man knows tbe sciences and arts, it should 
not 1)0 a m a tte r  of surprise ; b u t  if he does not, then and 
then only one should feel surprise, for he grasps not the 
immense reward which is within his easy reach.

N o w in  the Nyaya Sinistra “ prathvi” or the earth is 
said to be “ gandhvati.” This means th a t  it is the element 
in which every kind of smell exists. I t  is the  smelling 
element. There the earth  is said to Imj ti! it/a (everlasting 
or eternal), when its particles only are taken into consi
deration, hu t when its eomj>oumls such as sulphur (which, 
as it. has a powerful smell, is called gandhak,) Ike. are taken 
into consideration, it is said to bo unilyn (i.e. perishable, as 
they are compounds), in short, it  moans tha t the Com
pounds of particles are perishable and the particles im
perishable. Therefore, the various bodies which are called 
and understood to be elements are imperishable. They 
are only the compounds of the gandhvati. By carefully 
reading the_/i//,<mt* (chapters ?) of the Nyaya Shnstra, you 
will thoroughly understand what I say, and you will find 
tha t  the chemistry of tbe  ancients was far more dcvelojied 
and higher than th a t  of the moderns. The great acquire
ments of the ancients in chemistry anil the sources of all 
the different branches nf knowledge will be disclosed to 
you iu the Nyava Sh/istra.

I f  the  men of our times will, according to tho system 
spoken of in the Vedas, begin to form and divide them
selves according to the ir  innate qualities and tastes, and 
not according to the ir  b ir th  into the four distinct classes of 
Brahmin, Kliatri, Vaishav and Soodur, and if they will



perform yoga and devotional and true worship of the 
Universal Being, they  will easily come to know the secret 
and occult sciences, and understand the  mysteries relating 
to the soul and its transmigrations. They will also know the 
very natures of sins and their concomitant punishments, 
and will get a.perfect idea of t h e /(//<*« or sin committed by 
slaughtering poor and innocent animals. In the end, to 
crown all their  labours they will get emancipation as the 
greatest reward, i. e., they will get a perfect and everlast
ing knowledge of the ir  own *tlrt'n, which is nothing more 
or less than the Parm atm a, the first and t in e  sta te  and 
principle of everything existent in the Universe— Parmat- 
lua,— the true  essence ol all. Amen !

( C o n t inued  from tlie Aj»rll N u m b er . )

L A S T  IX D L A N  M A T E R IA  M E D IC . I.

H Y  l ' A N O l ' H A N f !  O O I ’A l . ,  G . U .M .C . ,  K .T .S .

27. Drugs which act on the bowels and relievo costive
ness, and remotely relieve acute inflammations of the 
urethral passage. They act as alteratives of the cutaneous 
circulation and relieve cerebral congestion.

28. Appetisers and remedies which act as cordials and 
febrifuges. They also improve the cutaneous circulation 
and relieve congestions of mucous membranes, acting re
motely on the circulation of the eyes, nose and skin.

2it. A group similar to the  alxn’e, but the special 
Merits of which are not detailed. They are appetisers.

.‘JO. A group of metals and preparations derived from 
them which act as alexipharmics, antiseptics and are 
useful in relieving certain anomalous diseases ol the heart 
and liver which are not specified.

:il. Drugs, the decoction of which is sweetly b itte r  and 
has the property of relieving sub-acute inHammations. 
They are insecticide, and are detergent, being useful in 
cleaning foul ulcers.

U2. Drugs which are tonic, cooling and nutritive.
tt:i & ; tk  Drugs which relieve congestions or passive 

sinellings, cool the blood and act as fehriluges. Thoy have 
tlie remote etfect of assisting secondary digestion.

.*$'). Drugs which subdue inflammations, relieve fluxes 
and purify the seminal Huid.

.'Mi. Diuretics and relievers of inflammations.

.*17. A group which is not specified.
The above thirty-seven groups of drugs, although tcim- 

ed sini.'hiiititiit as represented by S ushru ta  are not all s tric t
ly so ; some of the groups contain here and there evacu- 
ant. drugs also, each varying in action more or less and 
exerting its activity on the  secretory capillaries of special 
membranes, promoting their  secretions moderately, or if 
the ipiantity  of each drug which has to be administered, 
be increased in a certain ratio or mixed with o ther allied 
drugs, they will cause an abnormal or excessive flow of 
those fluids. This phenomenon, when apparent, would 
evidently be deemed inconsistent with th e  appellation 
given to these drugs, when viewed individually, bu t the 
practical s tudent of these phenomena will observe that 
these properties, however, opposite are not necessarily 
contrary to experience. Fresh from na tu re  and at a certain 
stage of their growth, several vegetables evince such pro- 
jMirties, and the occurrence is not the less true, tha t one part 
of a vegetable may even possess virtues entirely dissimilar to 
those of another part. The descriptions, therefore, of 
thcraj>eutic virtues accredited to those groups, ami given 
here must be taken with reserve, and b e h e ld  to apply to 
them generally. The s tuden t  will therefore do well to 
take them as landmarks in the minute investigation of 
each for his further researches into remedies in general.

Sushruta gives typical examples of this class and divides 
them into three sub-classes, each of which has a special 
affinity for the fluids of the hum an system, one restoring 
the vital spirits to their normal condition, aud one repress
ing inflammations and heat, one counteracting the action 
of phlegm or of diminishing vascular congestions.

T h e se  su b -c la sse s  a re  g iv e n  t h u s :—

Sub-class I : ( which repress the over-flow of vital 
spirits or diminish the results of irritation)

Suntirit. 
Bhadra-daru 
Kosta 
] laridra 
Vanina
Mesha-shringee 
Atibala 
15,. la 
Artagala 
Katchiira 
Koondarook ) 

or Sallakce J

Kooberakshee

Yoera-tai fi

Aguimant ha

Vatsadancc ) 
(iooiloochee J 
Ernnda
Ashmabheihika
Alarka
Ark a
Shatavrce
Piinarimva
Ynsuka
Yashirn
Kanclianaka
Bhaigcc

K a r p a s c e

Yrischikalce
R ak ta  chandna
Bailara
J a v a

Kola
K ulit tha
Yidareeyandha,

ilu ru th i.

Hem

*nqq<nt
»w

„

Botanical iiumc. 
Pinus dcodara.
( Vshis speciosns.
( 'nrcuma zedoria 
( 'netova Roxhurghii. 
( iymnema sylvcstre. 
Sida rhombifolia.

,. acuta.
Barlcria cerulea.
( ’nrcuma zcnimbot.

«155? ( v q ^ )  Boswellia tlmrifera.

J q i ? a  

I SRC r j j l

» i a ^

& is ret 
v ir  s r

v

M1»»I
*iqff 
HK

% ]
&c. )

Jo

) Bignonia siiaveoh ns 
j  Guilandina homlue.

Pent apt era Arjuua.
| Prem na spino.-a (I 'loro- 
( dendron phlomoidcs.)

Mcnispeimum glabium.

Kiciuus communis, 
l' lectiaiitlms M-utellaroidcs 
( ’alotropis procera.

,, ' 'i"antea. 
AsjMiiagus racemosus. 
Boerhavvia diffusa.
Justicea Adhatoda,
Pothos officinalis.
Baiihiuia Yariegatn.
( 'IcrodcndroninfortunatiiM 
( iossypium herbaccum. 
Tragia involucrat.1. 
Pterocarpus santalinus, 
Zi/.iphus jujuba, 
llo rdcum  hcxastichon. 
Piper chav ica .
Dolichos biflorus.
J  Dc.smodcum.
( Gangeticum & others.

The ten roots of ■* To be specified here
after.

Sub-class II.

( 'handana
Koochandana
Rhivora
Usheera
Manjishta
Payasia
Yidaree
Shatavaree
Goondra
Sliaivala
Kalhara 'j
Koomooda ,
Utjiala J
Kadalee 
Doorva 
Moral a

f  *131
K'l'ni, fq j*

( Re].lessors of bile)

Sirinm myrlifolium. 
l ’teiocarpus santalinus. 
Sida cordifolia. 
Andropogon muricatus. 
Ruhia manjista 
llolosteunna rheedii. 
Batatas panicutala. 
Asparagus racemosus. 
Panicum 
Vallesneria.
Nymphuea speciosum.

„ lotus.
„ ?

Musa sapient 11111, 
Panicum dactyloii. 
Clematis vulgare.

*uar

H W f a i
srcTRcr
'I fS t
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uliginosuni.

(iroup 
&■ „

10
2.'t j which will be described hereafter.
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Panchamoola.

Grosses ?>, viz. Saoeharam Spontaneum, S. officinalis, S. 
sara, Poa cynosuroides, nml Im perata  cylindiiea. 

Sub-Class HI- Repressors of phlegm or of visecral con
gestions

Darvi Borboris Lycia.
Krislnmgaru 3T*K Agalloeha.
m f m ^ ° i  1 .
Teelaparnee j ^  p r  Gynandropsis pentaphylla.

K oshta  Cost us speciosus.
Haridra Curcuma Amada.
Shcotashiva &v77 Rock-salt.
Shatapushpa “ii'lfrT Pimpenolla Aiiisiun.
Sarala /̂5*TrT^H Ocymum Sanctum.
Rasna Cl'RT Aristolochialonga (the root)
Prakeorya fl7I ttapindus cmarginatus.
Udakeerva vte Poimamia •■ialu'a.
Ingoodee fij'T'nitf Balanites ./Egyptiaca.
Sumana sui; Jasm inum  anriculatuni.
Kakiidauec. E ry thrinum  Indieum.
Langaleeka. ( iloriosa supcrba.
Hasteekarua. ttj' ^  Riciuus communis.
Mooniatakn. A grass.
LnnuijjMK. T'faoJT 1̂55T Ai»(lro]»ni;<)ii l imnratns.
Pippaleo. ril®! P iper longuni.

'j'lie roots of five different 
H«TT- I  species of plants, 

or, f ( t o  he specified licre-
W 'F )  J  after.)

Brnlmt.ee. Solaiuim Indieum.
Mashkaka. Screbera swictenoides.
Yaleckantaka. Unknown Unknown.
Vaohn. Acorus ( 'alainns.
Surasn. Ocymum sanctum.
Aragvadha. 31^1  Cathaitoearpus fislula.

R e m e d ie s  of tlic above three sub-classes are typical re
presentatives of the  thirty-seven classes which are described 
in our last number. They are given bore separately in 
order thnt the physician may select out ot them t hose which 
may bo most suited tor adininistrat ion, e ither singly or in 
combination, as circumstances will demand, with a view to 
affect the  whole system generally, B u t  those which follow, 
were held by Sushruta and Charaka to exhibit, besides 
their general actions, actions on special organs and increase 
their activity or diminish it.

The parts used are nowhere specified except in a very 
few eases. The practitioner, therefore, has in them but an 
imperfect, guide in apportioning the doses or quantities  of 
the active material which is intended to be used in individual 
cases, and it is clearly laid down that, only fresh herbs are 
to be used, if activity of operation and certainty of action 
are the aims in view.

W e therefore give them  for what they arc worth, leaving 
the reader to form his own opinion on the  value of such 
descriptions to practical science or of the ir  application as 
remedial agents iu the trea tm ent ot disease'.

We shall now proceed to the consideration of the thirty- 
seven groups or groups of mixed remedies, the use and 
applicability of which seem to have been determined from 
experience alone. They are as under :—

Group I. Curers of deranged nerve action and possessing 
mild anti-phlogistic action îcT

liarnee Dbsmodium Gangetieum.
( Bulb of an alliaceous plan* 
( from the  Himalayas. 

Alhagi mauroriim.
Sida spinosa.
Asteracanthus longifolia. 
U rar ia  lagopodioides. 
Asparagus nicemos is. 
G ynmema sylvestrc.

Ksheerakankolee

Gireekarnika
Nagbala,
Ashwadansht r a 
Preshteparnee 
Shatamoolee 
Shania, ?!*T551

f 3 7 ^ ^ )  1
I 1

j- ITemidosmus indicus.

Bridelia spinosa.
Helccteres hirsuta.

371^5^1 Sida rhombifoha.
Bai leria. longifolia.

fcn îT Solaniim Indieum.
Schreborn Swetenioides.
Ricinus communis.
Mimosa sensitiva.

VI*: 371 ” 11 Tragia involucrata.
5W f^T Ifn9 Undetermined.

Annnta

Asana 
lleshabhak  
Atibnla 
Sy recalc 
Kantakaree 
Ghantapatala.
Hastikarna  
1fansnpadec 
Vrischikalee 
Rishabhee

I hese drugs are said to cure diseases of the air nml 
phlegm and represent therefore medicines which remove 
atonic conditions of the circulatory system and give tone 
to mucous membranes without sensibly increasing or eva
cuating the  biliary fluid. They are, therefore, indicated in 
relieving the morbid stales ot dryness of the fauces or the 
skin, lassitude, accumulation ot gas in the intestines, dys- 
pmea and cough. It they exert any remote physiological 
action, they  stay tho retrograde metamorphosis of tissue, 
equalise circulation and neutralise the effects of excessive 
tissue degeneration and waste, caused by the circula
tion of morbific agents or poisons introduced from without. 
They are, therefore, strictly speaking, blood alteratives 
and depurants, and though all of them have not boon 
tested by modern physicians, we m ight unhesitatingly 
bear testimony to these effects in the instances of fji/miir- 
mo, hnn'ulesmux, the Solas, astcmcantlius aiid recitals com- 
mititi.i.

Group II. Vital astringents (those which diminish con
gestions and increase the tone of the mucous tissue— 

:— They diminish the  exalted formation of 
phlegm ami relieve diseases which are due to congestions 
caused by paralysed nerve action, due either to excessive 
cold or air-borne poisons (miasmata). They are, therefore, 
indicated in relieving fluxes, serve as alexipharmics and 
alteratives, relieving the system of pent-up morbid humors, 
and arrest mucous discharges from the generative organs 
of both sexes. Some of them h}" virtue of the bitter prin
ciples contained by them act as vermifuges or p re v e n t  the 
formation of worms and also act as alteratives of the  skin.

They are
Aragvadha 31^11 Oatharto-carpus fistula.
Madana *151 Randia dumetorum.
Gopaghonta site Zix.iphus jujuba.
K utaja tpZI =*131 I lolarrli i i in anledysenteiic^
Pat ha St.ephauia hei nandifolia.
Kantakeo Solanum jncquinin.
Pa ta la •71̂ 55 Bignonia suavcolens.
Mu rv a nidi® Clematis Bengalenses.

Indrayavn ( W righ tia  antidyscnterira 
|  (seeds).

Saptapnrna Alst-onia scholaris.
N im ba fasi Azidaracta ludica.
Karoontoo Baileria Prionilis(Limm'iis)
Dasi . R  551 Rucllia s]>.
Goodoochee n55\® Ti i lospora con 1 i fol i a.
Chitraka Plumbago rosea.
Sharginshta ( -itinlhis colocynthis.
Karanja Pongamia glabra.
Patola 1 ^ 5 5 Lagenaria vulgares.
Keerata RClKiT Agathot.es chiretta.
Sushavee M omord ica charant ii.
Tikta „ monodeljiha.

T u b  u i s h o i ’ o f  w i n c i i k s t k h  s a i d  a t t i i k  o i i u h c h  c o x -  

gress th a t  if any one sent him a religious newspaper he put 
it, a t once in the wasto-paper basket. I f  the religions 
press there  is what it  is here lie exorcises sound judgment.



A  B U D D H I S T  F A M I L Y  Oil V I L L A G E  
RELIGIOUS LIF E  I N  INDIA.

H Y  D A W S O N  N K  M K L A N ' t  T H A N  S T  K O N G ,  M A J O l ! ,

J O r i l  J 1 K S U A I .  l . A N C E U S ,

A uthor o f “ S th t  lions fro m  the Bostun o f  S a a d i, tm u ih itc d  
into E nglish  verse,”

I ’ltl . F A C E .

In  the great work of Anglicising India, many an old 
faitli disappears ami many a simple custom is swept away 
— wholly engrossed by our own doctrines, and sadly igno
rant ot the history of religions, much injustice is thought 
in connection with, if not actually done to, the mild and 
orderly races of Uindostnn whom we have made our sub
jects.

C l I A l T H U  I .

Ill the shadows cast by a mighty buttress of Hiinalay 
Upon the plains of Hindustan reposed the village of Oor- 
cha which had been the quiet habitation uf H indus from 
time immemorial. Small cold rivulets, diverted from tlie 
main torrent, watered the terraced Helds of corn and poppy, 
the cultivation of which was the  chief occupation of the 
inhabitants. Although the events of this brief history oc
curred iu the year 1JS70, the village was still far removed 
from the ways of Europeans and the  hurried step of progress. 
No British soldier's oath or clumsy tread had yet disturbed 
the quietude of t he scene, nor bail even an angular-coated 
sportsman been viewed, where the very gait of the stately 
women, pitcher-crowned, and the dignified carriage of tiie 
elders betokened th a t  calm superiority of mind which is 
seldom attainable amid busier haunts  of men.

The dignity aud virtue of man seemed here to have 
reached a climax and life was as sweet as the breath of cows. 
The divine teachings of the Lord Buddha had lingered 
longer in this spot, than iu any o ther  part of India, and 
Brahmins were only tolerated as an apostolic Christian in 
these days tolerates a ritual curate.

The two girls, Govinda and Ishree, had driven up their  
goats to browse on the huge mountain slope in the early 
morning, but long before noon the  hot May sun had 
driven them to seek the shade of the lig trees which clus
tered about-the little streams and caught each wandering 
breeze.

" 1 often regret” said (iovinda " th a t  Laljco and Kishen 
ever went out into the world.”

“ Why,” Ishree replied, “ we ought to forget they ever 
left, now tha t  father and mother are so delighted to see 
them back on leave. 1 am sure the ir  stories of all the 
strange things they have soon and heard, will please the 
old people in the evenings.”

11 Kishen has not much changed” ( iovinda said, " but 
Laljee’s notions about strange and new religions, I know, 
disturb my father’s mind, and a t  this time of life it seems 
a pity that anything should cause him unrest, and I am 
sure no new faith could make him holier than  lie is or help 
ns to follow in liis footsteps with mole love and adm ira
tion.”

“ 1 feel that too” replied Ishree “ bu t still 1 think it is 
light we should know something about the rest of the 
world, and not fancy tha t we are the only good p eo p le  in 
it. Mother, 1 know, is interested iu other creeds, but her 
devotion to father does not allow her to reveal it.”

“ 1 could see” said Govinda “ tha t Laljee did not care 
much about going to the shrine with us the other day to 
renew the llowcrs. I  must get lvislien to speak up fur 
our dear old customs to-night."

In such strains did the young sisters converse until the 
great orb of day ovcrjiowcred their  limbs with langourand 
each laid down to sleep on her yellow sheet spread out 
upon the grass.

C l I A I T K U  I I .

Tho eldest son of the family, Laljee, had very early in
life gone with his uncle to one of the largest cities iu © . . .
Bengal and had been brought up in a mission school.
Unknown lo his relations lie had become a convert to
Christianity, and had enlisted in the Bengal 1‘olice, The

missionaries had a young and gay Eurasian widow 
whom he was persuaded to marry before he en te r 
ed the service of ( ioveinment. H e r  expensive habits and 
European style of dress were a great drain upon his s len
der resources, and, being no longer able to retain his posi
tion in the police on this account, he took his discharge. 
1 le had not been able to send any savings to his parents 
nor had lie dared to tell them of his idtered ]H > sitio n  and the 
abandonment of his old faith. There was now no a lter
native bu t to throw himself upon the charity of the mis
sionaries who olfered him au appointment a.s a reader of 
Scripture in the vernacular. For many years letters from 
his home had come, begging him to return to see his father 
aud mother before they died, and he was not without a 
longing to revisit the sweet scenes of his childhood ; but 
alas ! his mind was tortured with a bad conscience : could 
lie embrace his lather a.s of old { Would he not have to 
walk to the  stainless shrine of Buddha, like a guilty thing 
while all the rest would be as joyous a.s the (lowers they bore { 
All this and more passed like a turmoil through his brain, 
until he determined, conic what might, he would see his 
old village once more. Leaving his wife to the care ol 
the good men who had given her to him, lie started onO _ O '
loot for his home.

The career of the younger brother Ividien had been 
more successful : lie had passed through the Lahore U ni
versity with honours and had been rewarded with a good 
appointment under (ioveinment. Theology was a favourite 
study with him, and he took a wide and liberal view 
of the beliefs of the world.

It so happened, tha t  the two brothers met together at 
their lather’s house.

As the sun’s " gold breath was misting in the west,” 
Ishree and (Jovinda were descending the cool hill-side, s top
ping ever and anon to pull down a straggling rose branch, 
while the goals crowded round to nibble o il 'the  fresh 
young leaves. Down below the women with large-eyed 
babes slung behind their  backs streamed back from the 
puppy fields where they had been at work all day, anil 
boys were driving along the lazy cows and ponderous 
buffaloes to their stalls.

Upon Laljee and Kishen who were sitting under the 
village tree the  cold sunset fragrance from the cornfields 
came like au inspiration and the shrill cry uf black par
tridges who had never sole possession ot the fields brought 
back the memory of their pastoral boyhood with exquisite 
distinctness. The old Siddartha and his wife had drawn 
out their beds to sit on, and soon the whole family jiarty 
was complete, for ( Iovinda and Ishree had returned and 
had been met by the shepherd youths to whom they were 
betrothed.

ClIAITKIt III.

A discussion between the two brothers ensued which may 
here be conveniently condensed into u dialogue.

Loljce. 1 often th ink  that the wonderful progress of 
civilization which appears to be the contemporary result uf 
Christianity, should incline ns to regard that creed with 
favor.

J\ i.'/icii. Jtsliould be remembered, however, that science 
to hasten on that progress has had to give Imtlle over and 
over again to Christianity and many tenets have been mo- 
dilicd to suit the times, such as the story of the creation, 
eternal punishment, &c. If  such beliefs cannot stand, what 
may not fall next !

J.idjec. You must admit tha t  there has been no exam
ple ol morality more perfect than tha t  of Christ,

hi'/trn. There are some who complain that the ,'iiii/li'- 
Htv* ol his life unlike that of Buddha who gave up wile 
and child to save the world aud find enlightenment, pre
vented a comprehensive sympathy wilh mankind.

I.tdjcv. B u t  the linal sacrifice of Christ was greater.
KU/u-n. Yes, but lie expected deliverance from deatli 

to the very last as his words so forcibly implied “ my (Jod,
11ly (iod, why hast, thou forsaken me {” Then again the 
Lord Buddha never preached an angry and capricious 
deity who could only be appeased wit h the hi....1 of his sin,



Laljee. Tiiic, yet ( 'lirist's mission to the world was ono 
of ponce anti good-will towards men.

Kishen. Tlio history of Christianity up to date lias Ih-oii 
any th ing  hut a history of peacc ami good-will towards 
moii.

Laljee. No wonder, Christians abhorred Hinduism which 
favoured tho practice of Suttee.

hishen. I think it  was somewhat loss alioniinable than 
the Christian custom of burning aud drowning ]H>or help
less (dd women as witches.

Tlio holy Siddartha seldom rebuked his son, but endea
voured to load him by love and charitable regard for 
liis views back to tho old faith.

" My dear son,” he said, “ we should thank  tlio Incom
prehensible th a t  ho saw fit to send his son Chiist to the 
West, oven as six hundred years before he gave us tho 
Buddha to live amongst ns and teach us the same doc
trines ami oven higher ones : and still six hundred ycare 
earlier Zoroaster’s teaching was to f e a r  (jotl, to live a lift: 
<\t p u re  thought*' pit r t  wont.’, p u re  tlerth (i ml loili?  i n  
the hope ttj a irurhl to come."' It was the primal simpli
city and purity of the doctrines of these throe men which 
gave birth Ui creeds which have been hold by countless 
millions, until, after the corruption of ages they can scarce
ly bo recognized. Lot us now in charity and love for all 
men and creeds repeat, before retiring to rest as wo did, 
when you were all children together, some of tho most 
beautiful texts ot our dear Lord and Prince.

As the last gold cloud overhead was lighting up the 
quivering loaves of the groat, pecpul tree, they all rose to 
thoir foot, and the old Siddartha with his long beard and 
pun- white teeth stood erect aud splendid in the midst.

The eyes of tho oldest son were moist with tears as ho 
listened to his father’s voice repeating the long forgotten 
sacred texts.

t  This is peace,
To compier low  of self .mil In.st of life,

To tear deep-rooted p il lions from the breast 
To Mill tiie inward strife ;

Pol' love to clasp eternal lienlll v close 
For "lory to lie I«onl of wlf, for pleasure 

To live Itevond the gods ; fur countless wealth 
To lay up lasting treasure.

Of |ierfeit service rcmlereil. duties done
III charity, .soft alid stainlesx davs :

These riches shall not fade away in life, ’
Nor iniy death dispraise.

Then Sorrow ends, fur Life and Death luive ceased ;
How should lumps Dicker when their oil is spent I 

The old sad Count is clear, the new is clean :
Thus hath a man content.

( 'lIAI’TKK IV.
A decade has passed over the lives of the Buddhist 

family in Oorcha. (lovimla, tho eldest daughter of Sidilar- 
tlia, died Iwfore her marriage, a steady adheren t to her 
lather’s fai‘,li : as ho loved to say she had entered the fourth 
j>ath, that is, she had cast away the burden of all sins. 
J’hc old man and his wife wore almost crushed by this 
affliction, for she was their sole support and comfort, iu the 
la tter days when many troubles were accumulating around.

A branch of the S ta te  Railway was now completed 
through the Holds of ( )orcha and a line of barracks had 
boon erected for the accommodation of the families of the 
railway officials. Laljee had received the appointment of 
Station-master, aud lie ;md his wife had assumed their 
Christian designation of Mr. and Mrs. Kbenozer Jacobs. 
Isliroe, the lovely ehihl of Nature, no longer fed her flocks 
u | hiii the eternal slopes or sought the fig-tree shades, for 
a wavering inclination had led her far away from the pure 
paths of Buddhism, “ J that wisdom which hath made our 
Asia mild," and she had become at the instigation of her 
sister-in-law, the worthy wife of a Mr. William Snooks. 
.She was now bringing up a young progeny with some diffi
culty  owing to Mr. Snook’s devotion to his national beer

pot. A sad cliangc had conn: over the village ; there was 
a holder look discernible about the women and few wen: 
satisfied with (piiet agricultural pursuits and domestic 
duties. The noble gait aud modest drooping glances were 
no more ; and many husbands had taken to drink.

Siddartha,having soon his beloved daughter  and wife pass 
away, had retired from the village and now lived a lew 
miles up the valley near the shrine which he alone tended 
to the last. . H e was known to the outside world as the 
Jiitpiir of Oorclia.

One day, tho Station-master hoard through his servants 
tha t  the fa qu ir  was nigh to death. H e went over tn 
his sister, Mrs. Snooks, and proposed tha t  they should walk 
up tho valley to see their father whom thoy had not visi
ted for many years, for tin: last time. W hat thoughts 
crowded upon them as they traversed the well-known 
sacred path I will here om it;  but, as the while shrine 
ap|*oared through tho overhanging boughs, their hearts 
stood still with pain. On a common bed of string lay the 
devout Siddartha ; his face was lit with joy for he was 
stretching out his arms to clasp (lovimla and his wife; 
thoy wore somewhere in the blue, this was all lie know: 
ho left tho rest to the  Incomprehensible. Laljee and 
Ish:ee, let us call them by their old names iu this sacred 
spot, dared not advance ; the Haunting petticoat of the 
ono and the cut-awav coat of tho other seemed to each 
to be out of place and they shrank from presenting them
selves thus to the holy m an’s gaze.

I t  was not long before Siddartha 's outstretched anus 
fell gently hy his side and alnive the music of the little 
babbling brook, those words wore hoard—•

“ I kike refuge iu tlioc, O Lord Buddha."
H e had reached Nirvana, for this was his last birth.

T H E  T U E O S O V m C M .  S O C I E T Y .

As announced in the last number, the President and the 
Corresponding Secretary, accompanied by a special com
mittee of the Bombay Society, consisting of Messrs. 
K. Wimbridge, Damodar K. Mavlaukar, Sorabji Jamaspji 
Padshaw, Phorozshaw Dhanjibhai Shroff, and Pamichaml 
Anandji, sailed lor Ceylon per steamer Ethiopia whit'll 
loft I$ombay on the 7 th  ultimo. They touched Karwar 
and Mangalore on the  way, and received on board a de
putation of the Fellows of the Society a t  those places. 
The)’ landed a t  Galle ou the 17th ultimo, nnd were given 
a most cordial and magniHeont welcome by our Buddhist 
Brothers. A full account of the voyage and reception, anil 
of the inauguration of the Buddhist Branch not havin'' 
arrived in time for publication iu this number, will be 
given in the next.

-----------------

W i i i : n  a m a n  h a s  s o  k a u  < o n n u r r i : n  a n d  i ’ i i o s t i t f t k i i  
the chastity of liis mind as to subscribe his professional be
lief to things ho does not believe, he has prepared himself 
for the commission of every other crime .— Thomas I ’aine,
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