
person, as much ns if lie were passive clay in the hands of the potter.” 
Quite so, but this is no neiv discovery for the laws controlling all such 
states of mind and body have been well known, and acted upon, for 
hundreds—nay, for thousands—of years in the E a s t : vide the curious 
report the Chicago Tribune, which Lucifer notes this month.

Count Tolstoi’s latest and most powerful work, “ The Krenzer Sonata,” 
together with Kemler’s execution by electricity, furnishes Mr. Robert 
Buchanan with the text from which, in the columns of the Daily Tele
graph, he most certainly “ points a moral,” if he may be said not to exactly 
“ adorn a tale” ! His words are weighty, and strongly indicative of the 
complete dissatisfaction felt by all thoughtful minds w ith the direction 
a t present taken by our modern civilisation and cultivation. He says :— 

“ A m id the s to rm  of p o p u la r in d ig n a tio n  over th e  h o rro rs of th e  recen t execu tion  
by  e lec tric ity , one cu rious....c ircum stance  ap p ears to  have been overlooked. S im ultane
ously w ith  th e  new s of K em ler’s ju d ic ia l to r tu r e  in  th e  in te re s ts  of science, w e have
received  from  A m erica th e  new s th a t  C ount T olsto i’s K ren zer S o n a ta ’. . ......... h a s  been
sup p ressed  in  th e  in te re s ts  of m ora lity . I t  has not, possib ly , o c c u rre d  to  you , th a t  
th e re  is an y  o th e r th a n  an  acc id en ta l connection  b etw een  those  tw o  re c e n t even ts , 
b u t to  m y m in d  th e y  are  only tw o asp ec ts  of th e  sam e social question , tw o  s tra n g e
resu lts  of th e  sam a po litica l force w h ich  I  h a v e ............called  1 P rov idence m ade Easy*
........The rev eren ce  fo r hum an  life, fo r  th e  h um an  body, has d e p a r te d  w ith  th e
rev eren ce  fo r  th e  soul, fo r freedom , fo r in d iv id u a l hope and  a sp ira tio n  ; an d , u n d e r 
th e  sam e cloak of em pirical know ledge, m o ra lity  an d  science shake hands . W as I  
n o t justified , then , in  asse rtin g  th a t  ou r m od ern  ‘ T rad e’s U n ion ’ of sc ie n tis ts  a n d  
m ate ria lis ts  w as m erely  a  surv ival of th e  old C alvinism — th a t  C alvin ism  w hich , ev er 
since h o n est Jo h n  triu m p h ed  in  th o  b u rn in g  of S ervetus, has been * cru e l a s  th e  

g rav e  ?* H ow  m uch  fu r th e r  w ill th e  a p p e ti te  fo r  ca rn a l know ledge, th e  b es t fo r 
verification, lead  th e  c re a tu re  w ho loud ly  v a u n ts  h is  descen t from  th e  c a ta rrh in e  
ape, and  w ho looks fo rw ard  to  th e  daw ning  seon of th e  new  god, H u m a n ity  ? E v e ry 
w here  th e  beneficent dem agogue, w ho would reg u la te  th e  g ro w th  of ind iv idual 
evolu tion , w ho w ould experim en ta lise  on  th e  liv in g  su b jec t, from  th e  beast 
th a t  c raw ls to  th e  b eas t th a t  s ta n d s u p r ig h t, is busily  a t  w ork, an d  th e  voice 
o f  th e  L eg is la tu re  says, ‘ W ell done.’ W hile  th e  cynic  in the  m ark e t-p lace  loudly 
p rocla im s th e  d e a th  of a ll hum an hope an d  asp ira tio n , w hile even th e  Ju d g e  on 
th e  bench acce p ts  tho  d es tru c tio n  of religion, b u t  u tte rs  a  p h a risa ic  * if  w e c a n ’t  
be pious, le t  us a t  lea s t be m oral,’ th e  sc ien tific  je r ry -b u ild e r  c o n s tru c ts  h is 
lo rd ly  p leasure-house ou t of th e  bones of dead  creeds. The e th ics of th e  d issec tin g  room  
a n d  th e  to r tu r e  cham ber rep lace  th e  in s tin c ts  of th e  h u m an  conscience, w hich 
conscience , i f  forced  evo lu tion  co n tin u es  to  p revail, w ill soon becom e a  new  
re g is te r  of a v e rag e  hum an  p re ju d ices. M eantim e, h av ing  d is in teg ra ted  a ll  law s in 
succession , w e rem ain  a t  th e  m ercy  of th e  em p iric a l law s of D em iurgs. T o ta lk  
th ro u g h  th e  te lep h o n e  or to  ta lk  in to  th e  phonograph  is  to  p e n e tra te  th e  m y ste ries  
of na tu re , and , heed less of th e  bo lts of Z eus an d  k in d red  gods, w e e x u lt over M r 
Edison’s b o ttle d  th u n d e r.”

I  have quoted at considerable length, because from Mr. Buchanan’s 
letter there seems to breathe so significant a spirit of condemnation of 
the present social state of the W estern w orld; and because, however 
•widely he may differ from Theosophists upon other points, npon this 
one, a t least, wc can heartily shake hands with him !

A, L. C.
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T H E R E  IS  N O  R E L I G I O N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H .

[Fam ily motto o f  the M aharajahs o f Benares.]

A PROPHECY OF CATACLYSMS.

MY old and learned American friend, Dr. J . R. Buchanan, has recently 
employed the resources of his own science of Psychometry to 

forecast a series of direst cataclysms. Until now, the Hebrew prophet 
Jerem iah and the Trojan Princess Cassandra, daughter of Priam and 
Hecuba, havo distanced all competitors as prophets of woe. Let us 
hope th a t fate may have in store for him neither the martyrdom of tho 
former nor the tragical end which befell the latter after her thousand 
true  prophecies had been sneeringly disbelieved. I t  is an old adage 
th a t i t  is never safe to prophesy unless you know, and one rarely finds a 
true  seer who has the courage to put his warnings into prin t a t the 
time of their utterance as a challenge to a sceptical world. But Dr. 
Buchanan is one of the better sort, and twenty-odd years before tho 
time which he fixes for the fulfilment of his prophecies, puts himself 
on record in the pages of the Arena, an American magazine.

A large number of our readers have learnt the meaning of the 
word Psychometry. The subject has been extensively discussed in 
these pages, and in the little  pamphlet “ Psychometry and Thought- 
transference,” issued from this office in several editions, circulated in 
all parts of the globe, and republished in America. I t  will, therefore, 
suffice to say in a word th a t it is a soul-sight by which its possessor can 
look into the astral-light and see the pictures of events of past ages, 
and even foresee the evolutionary results of present active causes. The 
psychometrical visionary does not need to fall into the trance of mesme
ric sleep, but can see with the inner eye while physically awake and 
conscious of what goes on in the room. I t  was one of the most splendid 
discoveries of our marvellous age, and it will no doubt immortalize the 
nam e of Joseph Rodes Buchanan, eyen if ho had  never done any other



remarkable thing in his busy professional life, which is far from being 
tho case. Psychometry is, largely owing to the neglect of its discoverer 
and the untimely death of Professor Denton, its most eminent exponent 
—as yet in its infancy as a science. W e are not yet a t the point where we

• can place perfect reliance upon thd psychometer’s visions : we have no 
test by which to discriminate between w hat he thinks he sees, and w hat he 
actually does see independently of extraneous influences. The researches 
of our times into Thought-transference and mental perversion by sug
gestion warn us not to take the psychometer’s outgivings as * law and 
gospel.* For example : Prof. Denton w anting to learn something about 
the geological history of a certain island or sea-shore or mountain range, 
lays the map on the table, points to the object he has in view, and bids 
the psychometer tell him w hat he sees occurring there 5,000 or 20,000 
years ago. Straightway the subject obeys and reels off a narrative of 
natural cataclysms, perhaps exceedingly vivid and interesting. Possibly 
the visions th a t pass before his inner eye may be accurate pictures of 
w hat did occur; perhaps they are bu t thought-photos impressed upon 
his brain by the questioner. To make such an experiment a t all satisfac
tory, the experimenter should place the psychometer’s finger upon any 
chance spot in the map in total darkness and have the psychometricai 
description given in the dark, and without either of them knowing w hat 
place was marked under tbe finger un til after the seance was over. 
U nder such circumstances there could be no question of thought- 
transference from brain to brain, and the vision, if it depicted geological 
cataclysms which present vestiges proved correct, would be a fact of 
scientific interest. The prophecies recorded in the Arena by Dr. Bucha
nan embrace two classes: (a) as to future social events ; (6) as to impend
ing geological cataclysms. Under the first category he foretells fearful 
conflicts between labor and capital—a forecast th a t requires no great 
seer to m ake; bloody wars between nations, the extinction of monarchies 
(the  fixed dream of every ultra-republican, of course), and the death 
of sovereigns now living. W ith these gruesome forebodings we need not 
occupy the reader’s tim e : many of the things m ust happen, and so 
much*the worse for those who may get pinched between the mill-stones 
of Karma. Our present interest lies in w hat the new Jeremiah foretells 
about the physical disasters th a t are to happen in various parts of 
the world where some thousands of our Society’s members reside. The 
following passages compiled from his article will give its gist :

“ If the moon has a definite relation to the female constitution and the pro
gress of diseases, may there not be an infinite number of periodical relations from 
a multitude of causes, which investigation would reveal ?”

“ The science of periodicity as explored by myself indicates three periods of 
calamity for tho United States. The first was well verified in tho terrific earth
quake of New Madrid, the greatest yet known in our history, and the immediately 
following war with England, arid the prolonged financial depression and other cala
mities which followed. ...................

• “ Aa the second period approached, I  had sufficient confidence in 1869, to pub
lish  in thc Louisville Journal (edited ]by brilliant peorgQ P« Prentice) my con*
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“ V ery few  liavo a ju s t  conception  of otir ea r th q u a k e  liab ilitie s . T he c ru s t of 
th e  earth , floa ting  upon a fiery sea of m olten  m a tte r , m ig h t be com pared  to  a  m icros- 
copio pellicle on  th e  surface  of an  egg w ith o u t a  shell.*’

. “  A  change of one inch in  th e  b a ro m eter re p re se n ts  a  v a ria tio n  o f seven ty -tw o  
pounds to  evory foot of the  surface of th e  e a r th  b en o a th  it, m ak ing  a  w e ig h t of over
1,843 m illions of pounds to  tho square  m ile. T h ree  fee t of ocean tid e  rep re sen ts  an  
add itional w e ig h t of m ore th a n  1,380,000 to n s  to  th e  sq u a re  m ile. T h is is  a  v ery  
tr iv ia l am o u n t com pared to  th e  a ttra c tio n s  of th e  su n  an d  m oon  over th e  e n tire  
su rface  of th e  g lobe.”

"  I t  is  sa fe  to  say th a t  o u r A tlan tic  coast is  doom ed I ! W henever I  am  on  th e  
A tlan tic  b o rd e r  a  s tro n g  foreboding  com es o v er m e th a t  o u r co u n try m en  liv ing  
th e re  only a  few  fe e t above th e  ocean level a re  in  a  perilous p osition . A  t id a l w ave 
m ig h t d es tro y  th e  e n tire  p o pu la tion  of o u r co ast, an d  a s lig h t s in k in g  of th e  shore 
w ould be s till m o re  fa ta l. F o r  ten  y ea rs  I  h av e  been  look ing  to  such  possib ilities , 
a n d  th e ir  im m inence  has com pelled  m e to  s tu d y  th e  question  p ro fo u n d ly .

“  E very  seaboard  c ity  south  of N ew  E n g la n d  th a t  is n o t  m o re  th a n  fifty  fe e t 
above th e  sea level of th e  A tlan tic  coast, is  d e s tin e d  to  a  d e s tru c tiv e  convulsion . 
G alveston , N ew  O rleans, M obile, S t. A ugustine , S avannah , a n d  C harles to n  a re  
doom ed. R ichm ond, B altim ore, W ash ing ton , P h iladelph ia , N ew ark , Je rs e y  City, 
and  N ew  Y o ik  w ill suffer in  various degrees in  p ro p o rtio n  as th e y  ap p ro x im ate  tho  
Bea level. Brooklyn w ill suffer less , b u t th e  d e s tru c tio n  a t  N ew  Y o rk  a n d  Je rse y  

C ity  w ill be th e  g ran d est h o rro r .
' “  T he convulsion  w ill probably begin  on th e  Pacific coast, and p e rh ap s  ex ten d  in  

th e  Pacific to w a rd  th e  Sandw ich Is lan d s . T he shock  w ill b e  te rr ib le , w ith  g re a t  
lo ss  of life, ex ten d in g  from  B ritish  C olum bia dow n along th e  co ast of M exico, b u t 
th e  conform ation  of th e  Pacific coast w ill m ake its  g ra n d  tid a l w ave f a r  less d e s tru c 
t iv e  th a n  on th e  A tlan tic  shore. N everth e less i t  will be ca lam itous. L o w er C alifo rn ia  
w ill suffer severe ly  a lo n g  th e  coast. San  D iego a n d  Coronado w ill su ffer severe ly ,

especially  th e  la t te r .
“  T he d es tru c tio n  of c itie s  w hich I  a n tic ip a te , seem s to  be  tw e n ty -fo u r  years 

ahead— it  m ay  be  tw en ty -th ree . I t  will be su d d en  a n d  b rie f— a ll w ith in  an  hour 
an d  n o t fa r  from  noon. S ta r tin g  from  th e  Pacific  coast, as a lre a d y  d escribed , i t  
w ill s tr ik e  so u th w a rd —a m ig h ty  tid a l w ave a n d  e a rth q u ak e  Bhock w ill develop 
in  th e  G ulf o f M exico an d  C aribbean  Sea. I t  w ill s tr ik e  th e  w e s te rn  co ast of 
C uba and  severe ly  in ju re  H avana. O ur s is te r  repub lic , V enezuela , bound  to  us in 
des tin y  by th e  law  of p eriod ic ity , w ill be a ssa iled  b y  th e  en croach ing  w aves an d  
te r r ib ly  shaken  by  th e  earthquake. T he d es tru c tio n  of h e r  ch ie f c ity , Caraccas, 
will be g rea te r  th a n  in  1812, when tw elve th o u sa n d  w ere sa id  to  be d es tro y ed . The 
coining shock w ill bo very  near to ta l d es truction .

“ F rom  S outh  A m erica b ack  to  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes, all C e n tra l A m erica a n d  
M exico .are severe ly  sh a k en ; V era  Cruz suffers w ith  g re a t sev erity , b u t  th e  C ity  of 
Mexico realizes only a  severe shock. T am pico a n d  M atam oras suffer severe ly  ; G al
veston is o verw helm ed ; N ew  O rleans ia in a  dangerous co n d itio n —th e  q uestion  
arises betw een to ta l and  p a rtia l d es tru c tio n . I  w ill only say  i t  w ill be an  aw ful 
calam ity. I f  th e  tid a l w ave runs sou thw ard , N ew  O rleans m ay have only its  
rebound. T he shock and  flood pass up  th e  M ississippi fro m  100 to  150 m iles, a n d  
s t r ik e  B aton  R ouge w ith  d e s tru c tiv e  fo rce ,”

“ W hat shall w e see a f te r  th e  c rash  and  th e  w ar P T he diverB an d  w reckers 
■will' be  b u sy  in  saving  som e of th e  subm erged  w ealth . P o litic ia n s a f te r  th e  w ar 
w ill look fo r  th e  crushed  frag m en ts  of th e ir  dem olished p a rties , b u t th e  people, th e  
com m on people, w ill be a  dem ocratic  pow er th a t  th e  w orld  has n ever seen. The 
m easu res w h ich  N ationalism  hopes to  in tro d u ce  by club? w ill be in tro d u c ed  by w ar. 
The rebellion against th e  old o rder of society w ill be in  conflict with government^

an d  conservative governm ent w ill seem  to  p u t  i t  dow n, bu t as it  crushes i t  sp read s , 
an d  finally  triu m p h s in  dem olish ing  every  form  o f m onopoly. T he people b y  th e ir  
g o vernm en t w ill hold th e  ra ilro a d s , th e  m ines, th e  tran sp o rta tio n , th e  m oney, th o  
g re a t  m anufactnres and th e  g re a t  p roducts, g ra in , cotton, tobacco, e tc ., and  B u p p l y  

consum ers a t cost. B u t at w h at a  te rrib le  cost of hum an lifo w ill these  results bo 
a tta in ed , an d  how  terrific  th e  d e s tru c tio n  in  o u r g re a t cities.”

“ E urope, too, has its  g re a t  ca lam ity , b u t  secondary  in  im portance  to  th a t  o f 
A m erica. The b eg inn ing  o f th e  tra g e d y  w ill app roach  w ith  th e  beginning of th e  
c e n tu ry  and  th e  w ar develop  in  ab o u t fifteen  y ea rs . Two y ea rs  of sanguinary  rev o 
lu tio n  w ill be h e r  vo lcanic o u tb u rs t from  th e  p e n t-u p  fires th a t  a re  sm ouldering  
now  in  hum an bosom s (an d  in th e  fiery sea th a t  supplies V esuvius), fo r Europe h a s  
n o t th e  s ta tesm ansh ip  th a t  could  m ee t its  crisis , n e ith e r  has A m erica. The re su lt  
w ill be th e  u t te r  d e s tru c tio n  of m onarchy, an  effete a b su rd ity  w hich  th e  enlightened 
have ou tg row n . E very  th ro n e  w ill be d es tro y ed  excep t th a t  o f th e  ‘ sick m an in  
Europe.* The S u ltan  w ill rem ain , and  th e  G erm an  E m pero r w ill y ie ld  Blowly to  
th e  p rog ress of co n s titu tio n a l g overnm en t. E n g land  will be m ore fo rtu n a te  th an  
th e  co n tin en t, on w hich th e  s itu a tio n  w ill be g ra n d ly  m elodram atic, fo r  a f te r  to r re n ts  
of bipod h ad  dem olished th ro n e s  h ave  roused  th e  w orld , th e  lim itle ss  pow er of th e  
globe in troduces th e  g ran d  clim ax  in  a  te rrific  convulsion of th e  e n tire  M editerranean  
reg ion , th e  coasts of A frica , S pain , F ra n ce , I ta ly , E g y p t, Palestine, A sia M inor, a n d  
th e  A rchipelago. E xhau sted  n a tu re  and ex h au s ted  hu m an ity  w ill th e n  end  th e ir  
s tru g g les .”

“  I ta ly  w ill suffer severe ly  in  th e  shock an d  th e  in roads of th e  sea along  h e r  
coasts. Rome w ill no t escape, an d  N ap les w ill suffer. E g y p t w ill be m ore u n fo r
tu n a te , Cairo and  A lex an d ria  h a lf  destro y ed , a n d  th e  Suez C anal dem olished—its  
b ed  w ashed  out. The m aritim e  c ities  o f th e  L ev an t w ill be n e a r ly  destroyed , P a le s
t in e  an d  A sia M inor Buffer, a n d  even  C o n stan tin o p le  be b ad ly  shaken , th o u g h  
Greece, th e  favo rite  of th e  gods, w ill seem  to  be shielded. H ere  w e drop th e  c u r 
ta in , as th e  trag ed y  is over in  E urope.”

“  To those w ho have fa ith  in m y judgm en t, especially  th e  read ers  of m y w orks, 
I  would Bay do n o t rem ain  m ore th a n  fifteen y e a rs  on th e  low lands o f th e  A tlan tic  
coast, sou th  of N ew  E n g la n d . K eep fu lly  five y e a rs  betw een y o u rse lf an d  th e  g re a t 
ca lam ity , to  be abso lu te ly  sa fe .”

We must keep in mind the Professor’s admission tha t he has 
“ profoundly studied” this cataclysmic problem for more than thirty- 
years. I  know him well personally, and know him to be a man of 
very powerful mind and determined will. Bring his will-current to 
bear upon a sensitive psychometer, and the probabilities are as a thousand 
to one tha t he or sho (the psychometcr) will be compelled to see what
ever picture has been framed in the Professor’s mind. Now, he makes 
i t  evident in his quotations from Milne, the seismologist of Japan, 
and Falb, of Vienna, and Perey, of Dijon, th a t he has studied them, 
been impressed with their ideas, and conned their seismological tables 
and charts. H is mind is, therefore, full of astragraph pictures of 
earthquakes, and tidal-waves, volcanic eruptions and other geographical 
cataclysms. If  he were his own psychometer, scarcely any one would 
venture to believe th a t he could, however much he might wish it, get 
true unadulterated psychometrical visions of coming catastrophes. But 
I  believe the fact to be th a t his revelations come to him second-hand, 
through tlie exquisitely sensitive soul-facujty of tig  estim able lfifc* I s



i t '  a  forced inference, then ,-rem em bering  his positive mentality and 
her exceptional psychometric sensitiveness—th a t Mrs. Buchanan, 
whatsoever other percipient he may have em pioyedhasseenw hafc Prof 
Buchanan unconsciously forced her to see < G rant ^  ^  ^  
a number of verified prophecies, the case is still left m byidice . 
Science of Psychometry has not as yet won its place in the category 
of "ex ac t” sciences, and every fresh prophecy m ust be examined as 
though new ground were being broken in th is department of psychical

histological and astronomical forecasts have undoubtedly been made 
as to the occurrence of earthquakes, and it may perhaps be adnnt, 
ted that they are governed by a law of peno ici 7 * ® y ^
are since all things else seem to be. But it must not be forgotten that 
no phyBical scientist has until now proved the truth of the melted-centre 
theory of our globe. Speculations there are and clever inferences yet 
the final word has not yet been spoken. The thermometricians-Saus- 
sure Daniell, Marcet, De la Rive and Reich “announced the general 
conclusion that the temperature of the earth increases as we descend 
aTthe rate of about one degree in every fifty feet-sô rapidly indeed, 

nt the centre the hardest rocks and metals would be melted m an 
, , ” (S c i ' Am., October 1890). It was Humboldt who originally,

asserted that the crust of the earth is, comparatively with the fiery mass
X ,  no thicker than an egg-shell; and I have read in another work 
that the cooled crust is as to the earth’s diameter as the down on a 
peach to the whole diameter of that fruit. But the difficulty has been 
ureed on the other hand, that if such were the case there could be no 
w ater’ in the ocean, for it would be evaporated instantaneously even if 
the moisture in our atmosphere could by any now inconceivable perver
sion of physical law be condensed into the form of a fluid. For the 
same reason there could be no mountain rill, nor river, nor pond, nor 
lake And it must be noted that the result of ocean-soundings proves 
that’ the temperature in the sea decreases rapidly as the sounding-, 
thermometer sinks towards the bottom.

There is tho other theory that the globe is hollow. The great 
Hailey’s paper in the Philosophical Transactions, entitled “ The Structure 
of the Internal Parts of the Barth and the Concave Habited Arch of the 
Shell,” sustained this hypothesis, and the noted Captain Symmes invited 
Sir Humphrey Davy and Baron Humboldt to accompany him upon an 
exploring expedition to the centre through the alleged opening near the 
North Pole, so often and so mercilessly satirized as Symmes Hole. 
Readers of Isis Unveiled will recall tho solemn averment of the myshcat 
philosopher Eugenius Philolethes that the real Earth is contained w,thm’ 
this “feculent shell” upon which wc livo and which we ignorantly re
gard as the Earth. When doctors disagree, then, what can we outsiders 
do but stand at attention and wait for the final discovery of the truth, 
and pray that we may te lucky enough to ^  our reincarnations before-

the Dies Irm, the woeful epoch, when the terrestrial ball shall pass 
through one of her alleged periodical convulsions and “ chaos come again.” 
It is undoubtedly a good thing for Dr. Buchanan to record his geolo
gical prophecies, and an equally good thing for us to wait with placid 
minds to see what the future may have in store for us. It is some 
consolation to know that earthquakes and tidal-waves are nearly 
always confined to localities, i. e., they do not occur simultaneously in 
all parts of the globe. And as Adyar is not included in the horrid 
scheme of Buchanan’s expected cataclysms, we have the chance of living 
to record in this magazine twenty-three years hence the fulfilment or 
the contrary of these direful prognostics. Before leaving our reader to 
digest the problem, I beg him to turn to “ Five Years of Theosophy” 
(jp. 388), and see that it stands written there that:

‘ “  W e a re  a t  th e  end  of a  cycle—geological and  o th e r—and  a t  th e  beg inn ing  of 
a n o th e r. C a taclysm  is to  follow  cataclysm . T he p en t-u p  fo rces a re  b u rstin g  on t 
in many q u a r te rs  ; and  n o t  only w ill m en be sw allow ed np or sla in  by thousands,
* n ew ’ la n d  ap p ea r an d  * old’ subside* volcanio e rup tions an d  tid a l waves appal • 
b u t  se c re ts  of an  unsuspected  p a s t w ill be uncovered  to  th e  d ism ay  of Western 
sc ience . W e a re  not em ulous of th e  p ro p h e t’s h o n o u rs : b u t Btill, le t  th is  stan d  aa 
A p ro p h ecy ."

The above is a reprint from the Theosophist (Vol. V, 43) for Novem
ber 1883, and, therefore, antedates by seven years Dr.Buchanan’s Arena 
,article. Is it possible that it was this which set him to studying the 
earthquake maps, and proximately caused the transfer of certain mind- 
pictures of coming terrestrial disturbances to a psychometer’s brain ? 
It may or may not be ; in either case it matters little for, as above 
stated, Psychometry has not yet displayed all its magnificent poten
tialities,

H . S. O lc o t t*

THE RITES OF CREMATION AMONG THE HINDUS.

INDIA is nothing if not spiritual. In her daily practices you will 
find her so even in these days of her spiritual and religious, moral 

and intellectual degeneracy. In the morning she will mutter her 
prayer, and remember with veneration the sacred names of the saints 
before she rises from bed. While bathing she will go through the 
prescribed forms of prayer adapted to the occasion and offer til and 
handfuls of water to the souls of the departed kith and kin, not to 
say ancestors. This is called the ttirpan which has just been celebrated 
all over the great peninsula. After ablution she engages herself in 
worshipping her gods and goddesses with appurtenances that con
tribute none the less to her physical well-being. In going to take 
her meal she will take the name of Janardhan, which is but another 
name for Narayan, one of the Hindu Triad, as you know full well. In 
every day routine business. she will never cease praying to Almighty. 
In the evening and in night before going to bed she will not be 
found wanting in what characterizes a devotional heart. In sick-bed



she ministers ter both the physical and spiritual wants of tbo patient. 
And lastly, though not the least, in m atter of tlie disposal of the 
dead, she is not less p ray erfu l; haying to  recite certain necessary 
mantras or incantations befitting the solemn occasion, and to undergo 
some rites and observances prescribed by the Shastrakars or the 
framers of the Shastras. I  shall try  to deal succinctly with the facts 
th a t are intim ately connected w ith the subject, and make mention 
of those who alone are entitled to burn the m ortal remains of their 
relations—distant or near. In  Europe and America cremation, I  am 
happy to say, is every day gaining ground. B u t I  know not w hether 
or not any rule is observed as to the  way in  which the corpses are 
disposed of, and by whom they are disposed of. I  am afraid th a t 
nothing of the kind is persistently followed in either of them. The 
dead bodies are bu rn t there, I  think, by any one; the funerals being 
simply attended by the relatives and friends and acquaintances of tho 
departed, but performed by the professional undertakers. W ith  a 
view to educate English and American public opinion on , the m atter, 
I  have taken i t  up in  righ t earnest.

1. In  the absence, or in the event of the illness, or on the failure 
of the eldest legal heir, the one next to him should apply fire to tho 
head of the departed.

2. A  Brahm in’s corpse m ight be cremated by his pupils by the 
Acharya (spiritual guide) who made him twice-born, whispering cer
tain  mantras a t his ears, called gayatris, from which the Sudras have 
been excluded with jealous care.

3. The corpse of a child, male or female, which has not a t the time 
of its death completed two calendar years (3 6 5 x 2  days) should not be 
burnt bu t buried, placing the head southward.

4. One who Buffered from leprosy, piles, fistula, stone, strangury, 
gonorrhoea, chronic bowel complaints, pulmonary diseases, carbuncle' 
paralysis, mumps, and the diseases of the eye, should perform Prayas- 
chittam before his death. Ifcnot, the cremator should do the same before 
the cremation takes place.

5. The dead body of a woman, while yet in lying-in-room and 
menstruating, should first be consecrated w ith til (sesamum seed) and 
the five products of a  cow (dung, urine, milk, ghee and curd made of 
the milk of a cow).

6. The child should be extracted from the womb of tho m other 
dying in  an enceinte state and buried. Then the body of the mother is 
to be washed and burnt.

7. Should a married woman have occasion to do one’s funeral sho
shall make use of grass and barley. ’

. On the death of a person, the son or other lawful cremator shall 
bathe and put on new clothes and boil rice. H e shall bathe the corpse 
and place i t  on the ground overspread w ith kasha, having well covered 
i t  w ith new cloth and placed the head towards the'sodth. A fterwards

it  is to be besmeared with ghee. Having washed the hands lie shall put 
a kusha ring on the ring-finger and recite the mantras, whose purport ia 
as follows :—

I bathe thee with the sacred water of Gya, Kurnksliettra, Pindarak 
and other places of pilgrimage ; of the sea ; of the Ganges, tho Jumna, 
the Koushikee, the Suraya, the  Chandrabliaga and other rivers tliat 
rise from the mountains.

A fter the recitation the lifeless body is to be washed a second time. 
New clothes and a new sacred thread in case of the three superior castea 
is to be put on, if the remains were those of a Brahmin, a Kshetriya 
or a Vaishya. I t  is to be besmeared with powdered sandalwood, and 
the orifices of the ears, the nostrils, the eyes and the mouth should 
bo each made a receptacle of seven different pieces of gold or, for want 
of it, seven pieces of bell metal. All this being done, it is to be placed 
on the funeral pile with the head to the south. Some portion of the 
burning ground ought to be made sacred w ith a wash of cow-dung. 
Hands washed, and seated on the ground overspread w ith kusha, he has 
to go through the preparatory rite  of achaman with the face turned 
towards the east. Subsequently, turning towards the south and bending 
the right knee and putting the uttariya on the righ t shoulder and, 
should the poor cremator happen to be a twice-born, disposing it in the 
same way as the sacred thread has been disposed in, he will have to draw 
a four-sided figure, beginning and ending w ith prescribed directions. 
A fter having gone through a series of mantras, one and all of which aro 
replete with significations and are to be given expression to a t every 
stage of this rather tedious process, according as the body happens td be 
th a t of a Brahmin male, of a Brahm in female, of a Kshetriya male, of a 
K shetriya female, of a Yaishya male, of a Yaishya female, of a Sudra 
male, of a Sudra female, he must walk thrice round it with a blazing 
fire in his hand, which is a t last to be placed at the head of ktho 
departed.

W hen the cremation is almost done, he should take up seven smalL 
pieces of wood, of the measure of the space between the thumb and tlio 
forefinger, and throw each of them in succession on the funeral pyre on 
the completion of each circumgyration. When it is done, the fire is to bo 
pu t out with water. The next thing to bo done is to place a large earthen 
vessel (kalsi) full of water and surmounted with an earthen plate (sara) 
containing seven shells (kowries) on the extinguished pyre. The crema
tor has then to recite the mantras, which, when rendered in English, 
would amount to this :—

0  T hou flesh-consum ing F ire I
1 pay  resp ec t to  thee.

Strik ing the remaining unburnt pieces of the wood of the funeral 
pile with an axe and not eyeing it any longer, the party accompanying the 
cremator-in-chief shall make for a river, wherein every one of them shall 
take a dip. Prior to this they must ask of a relation of the dcceaffed’s



permission to perform tlie turpan. He will instantly give it to tliem. 
Precedence of birtli is to be strictly observed in the question of ablution. 
To make myself clearer, I  must say th a t the eldest person shall 
bathe first, then come forward the younger. They continue m this way 
till the youngest of them all has done. H aving performed the ceremony 
of the ttirpan, they shall solemnize the ceremony of disposing the bones 
by burying them  in the bed of the Ganges or other river held sacred by 
the Hindus. The mantras necessary for th e  occasion vary according
to the sex and caste of the deceased.

I  will make bold enough to say th a t now-a-days all over India 
nobody abides by the rules laid down by Raghunandan and the puissant 
Shastrakars following in his wake. Rules, such as these, have a direct 
bearing 011 the subject treated of in the foregoing few lines.

In  conclusion I  beg leave to say th a t a learned Pandit has collect
ed them in a brochure form. I t  is a Bengali publication, the price being 
get very low—one anna a copy. I t  is entitled the Shaba Daha Paddhati. 
The name of the compiler is Pandit Adya N ath Bidyabhusam, an 
inhabitant of Shibporc in the district of Howrah, Bengal.

N a k u r  C h a n d r a  B i s v a s .

“MENTAL EVOLUTION IN ANIMALS/9*

E EADERS of this magazine have, of late, been so bounteously regaled 
with mysticism and metaphysics th a t a glance at historical psycho

logy may not prove unseasonable. W ith this view in mind it has seemed 
to me highly desirable th a t some of the leading works of great W estern 
thinkers on this head should receive notice in these columns. And, 
indeed, so invaluable is the bracing a ir of this region, so admirable 
a  tonic does i t  afford to the mind wearied w ith transcendentalist gam 
bols, th a t it is proposed in the following paper to give a brief survey of one 
of the most effective works in modern science, the title  of which consti
tutes our text. The importance of this contribution to mordern thought 
lies, of course, in its development of the thesis so ably pioneered by H er
bert Spencer, to wit, the resting of historical psychology on the sound 
foundation afforded by the doctrine of organic evolution. Needless, 
also, to say it  is free from all suspicion of an obscurantist mysticism and 
confronts its subject furnished with all the munition of war rendered 
available by the magnificent strides of modern science. I t  is not too 
much to say th a t this departure in historical psychology, led by our 
leading evolutionist thinkers, has placed almost half of the old problems 
■which exercised a Plato, a Kant, or a Hegel, on quite a new footing.

The complications necessarily present in works which profess to 
deal at all exhaustively w ith the details of historical psychology are 
considerable, and perhaps ra ther suitable to the columns of a specially 
technical journal, such, for instance, as “ Mind.” I  do not, accordingly,

* J3y G. J. ItoMAKES, m.a.j l l .d .,  f . b. s., Kegan Paul, Trench and Co,

propose to do moi*e than introduce particular works to the attention of 
the reader, leaving those who list to follow up the intricacies of theso 
charming pursuits for themselves. W ith this proviso to business.

Dr. Romanes’ special work as an evolutionist has lain in the direc
tion of elucidating the evolution of intellect emotion and will along tho 
line of ascending organisms. A biologist of profound depth and a most 
versatile scientific thinker to boot, he is admirably equipped for his task. 
He is, of course, a liberal th inker of the moderate agnostic school, regard
ing any special theological creed as outside his domain and appertaining 
par excellence to the sphere of comparative religion. Up to the present 
his labours have resulted in  the production of three works—“ Animal 
Intelligence” (Intern. Scientific Series), “ Mental Evolution in Animals,” 
and “ Mental Evolution in Man”—the la tter dealing more particularly 
w ith the origin of the conceptual order of ideation which, with the 
possession of the moral sense and religious bias, marks off the human 
mind from th a t of brutes. W e are, however, promised a supplementary 
volume dealing with the evolution of these la tter two faculties ero 
long.

In  opening the treatise now before us, Dr. Romanes takes carc to 
refer the reader to the basis of fact embodied in his “ Animal Intelli
gence”—mainly consisting of a rich and varied assortment of data 
bearing on the observed indications of intelligence met w ith in animals. 
No one indeed can venture to generalize on this difficult subject from 
the mere abstract standpoint. W e have to look to the verdict of no self- 
centred ascetic meditating in solitude on his nose or navel. He a t least 
is sure to go wrong. No, we have to listen to the results of those nume
rous and patient observers—the Buchners, the Darwins, the Wallaces, 
et hoc genus omne—who go out boldly into Nature and bring back to us 
the outcome of their patient researches. The man of the study or arm 
chair metaphysician has perforce to abide by these. If  he will not, his 
work is thereby declared out of court. Now “ Animal Intelligence” is 
ju st one of those works which furnishes the required mass of facts in 
the ir bounteous plenty and variety. From mammalia down to the pro
tozoa—through Birds, Reptiles, Batrachia articulata and the rest—the 
fair expanse of nature has been ransacked for the quest in view.

The author is of course not concerned to discuss organic evolution 
itself—the theory of the origin of organisms by way of slow differentia
tion though geologic seons out of the primal protoplasm of the early 
tepid oceans. He justly looks on tha t question as no longer a m atter of 
dispute among competent naturalists. “ I take it for granted,” he says, 
“ th a t all my readers accept the doctrine of Organic Evolution, or tho 
belief tha t all species of plants and animals have had a derivative mode 
of origin by way of natural descen t; and, moreover, th a t one great law 
or method of the process has been natural selection or survival of the 
fittest. If any one grants this mncli, I further assume that he must 
concede me the fact, as distinguished from the manner and history «rf



Mental Evolution, throughout the whole range of the animal kingdom
with tlie exception of m an.......the doctrine of Organic Evolution...... .
carries with it, as a necessary corollary, the doctrine of Mental Evolu
tion, a t all events as fa r as the brute creation is concerned” (p. 8). 
Consistency, indeed, renders the abandonment of the corollary out of 
the question, nor would any evolutionist dispute the point. Incom
petent objectors or mere popular writers are of course not worth a 
hearing.

W ith regard to the philosophic question suggested by the inquiry, 
Dr. Romanes properly guards himself against misapprehension. He is 
discussing historical psychology and th a t alone. Metaphysicians, con
sequently, with their nice analyses of “ subject and object,” are not 
troubled. But the author makes i t  very clear w hat his view of the rela
tion of body and mind—considered as empirically connected events and 
states—actually is. He holds consciousness to be in this sense the 
obverse of physical changes in the higher cerebral nerve centres. He is 
an uncompromising Monist. But dealing as he does with historical psy
chology, the m ajority of modern metaphysicians need have no ground 
of quarrel w ith his standpoint.

Now the question which first arises is : W hat is the objective criterion 
of mind, th a t is to say, w hat from physical indications are we justified in 
inferring the existence of conscious Subjectivity in other organisms ? 
J)r. Romanes is anxious to seize upon a sure test not amenable to in
clusion in the list of mere non-mental reflex action, and answers accord
ingly : All activities suggesting Choice which are not specially provided 
for by the inherited nervous mechanisms of the particular organisms. 
W here we cannot predict the adaptive response to stimuli, but where the 
individual has to negociate novel co-ordinations of actions to his sur
roundings—there is the level at which we can certainly assert the pre
sence of a mental element.

This point being disposed of, Dr. Romanes proceeds to consider thc 
physiological functions of nerve tissue—the units of which, nerve cells and 
nerve fibres, are the same for the Medusce (jelly-fish) where they first pu t 
in  an appearance and for man—giving a lucid abstract of the results 
of anatomy and cerebral physiology. He shows th a t the action, i. e., 
muscular movement resulting from a stimulus, cannot be other than it 
is owing to the arrangem ent of the nerve conduits and centres. A 
resume of Spencer’s theory of the origin of nerves is given, and a further 
suggestion of how ganglia come to exist is advanced. Passing on to 
consider the physical basis of mind, he brings out the exceedingly in ti
mate and thorough-going relation obtaining between mental processes and 
the currents in the nerve mechanism, concluding tha t the former are but 
the obverse of the latter. The “ Root principle of Mind” is next dis
cussed—the germ of the physical process ultim ately attended in advan
cing organisms with feeling, will and thought being shown to consist in 
ihe capacity of auy structure to distinguish between stimuli, irrespee-

tive of their degree of relative mechanical intensity, coupled with the 
power of performing adaptive movements. These are the lowly basis of 
all subsequent Choice and Purpose. Curious instances are cited, drawn 
from observations of insectivorous plants and the structureless deep sea 
foraminifera examined by the late Mr. B. Carpenter, F. R. S. Discrimina
tion plus capacity to respond by a movement are adduced as the basic 
ground of tha t which in its enormously developed form is known by us 
as mind. The highest m ental processes spring from these functions 
Nervous Discrimination and Adjustment of organism, which, subjec
tively regarded, are Feeling and Choice, have then as intermediate 
links indicating the interplay of cerebral cross connexions the pheno
mena of thought and the thought-correlated emotions. Thus the simple 
adjustm ents of amoeba qua enfolding nutritious and innutritious food 
foreshadow our most complex dealings with inorganic Nature, our 
fellowmen, and animals. I  need not here do more than allude to the 
fact th a t Discrimination is, psychologically speaking, the essential con
dition of consciousness. Here this condition is pursued down to its most 
nascent manifestation. Romanes argues further th a t discrim ination 
and selective adjustment run  in  couples, 'necessarily interivoven until the 
dawn of tha t period when adjustive actions become relatively indepen
dent of the muscular appliances of the organism. The concomitance of 
high intelligence with the possession of organs of wide variety of use 
(Parrot, Elephant, Monkey) is incidentally cited. A monkey usino- a 
stone to crack a nut, or a spider a  little stone to balance its web, is fore
shadowing this state now so wonderously developed in the industrial 
progress of man. Sensation, Thought, Emotion and Volition are in 
us view, even m their highest aspects, only the subjective face of ner 

vous processes concerned with this circle of receptive discrimination and 
external adjustment. In  Spencerian language the circuit of response 
of inner to outer relations covers the whole ground. “ In  a general way 
we can understand tha t hereditary usage combined with natural selec
tion may have been alone sufficient to construct the numberless reflex 
mechanisms which occur in the animal kingdom” (p. 60). And touch
ing cerebral action—the action of the higher centres proper so largely 
allied w ith consciousness—much the same conclusion is formulated. In  
their mode of operation and structure the resemblance between the 
hemispherical and lower ganglia is most close.

An instructive diagram of the rise of the degrees of mind is prefixed 
to the work. Out of Excitability, the property of living protoplasm, 
are made to spring two stems, Discrimination and Conductility, whose 
confluence constitutes Neurility. From these again arise (1) Sensation, 
branching off into perception, imagination, abstraction, reflection and 
self-conscious thought, (2) Reflex action, culminating in nervous action 
accompanied by deliberate volition, and (3) Emotions, comprising suc
cessively the instinct of self-preservation of species, social instincts, and 
sentiments, partly  human, human, savage and civilized. A scending



jevels mark off the grade of development—emotional, volitional and 
intellectual—reached by the various animal species. Consciousness 
as of slow unfolding is apportioned as the safe stestimate to the levels 
between the Coelenterata and Mollusca. I t  seems, however, incredible 
th a t any consciousness can obtain a t a level where Association by Simi
larity  does not show up, if we are to understand by ‘ consciousness’ 
mental activity accompanied with the feeling of self. Surely “ I  am” 
means I  the hearer, &c., of this moment am the same as the hearer, &c., 
of a previous moment. And this recall of a prior state is obviously 
a  case of association of the above order. B ut to proceed. The most 
careful observation conclusively gives the subjoined results as to the 
m ental evolution, emotional and intellectual, of the animal groups. 
The lowest level of origin of each “ faculty” is indicated—

P roducts o f E m otiona l 
Development.

P roducts o f In tellectua l 
D evelopm ent.

A nthropoid  A pes an d  Dog- Sham e, R em orse, D ece it - 
fu lness, L udicrons.

In d efin ite  m o ra lity .

M onkeys,C at and  E le p h a n t R evenge, R age. U se of too ls.

C arn ivo ra  R odents and 
K um inen ts.

G rief, H a te , C ruelty , B ene
volence.

U n d erstan d in g  of M echa
nism s.

B irds.
E m u la tio n , P ride , R e se n t

m en t, A es th e tic  love  of 
o rn am en t, T error.

R ecognition  of p ic tu re s , 
U n d ers tan d in g  of w ords, 
D ream ing.

H ym en o p te ra . S ym pathy . C om m unication  of ideas.

R e p tile s  and  Cephalopoda 
«

. . . R ecognition  of persons.

> H ig h e r C rustacea . A ffection. R eason .

F ish  an d  B a trach ia . Jealousy*1 A nger, P la y . A ssociation by  s im ila rity .

In s e c ts  and  Spiders* P a re n ta l affection, Social 
feelings, Sexual selection, 
P ugnac ity , In d u stry , Cu - 
r io sity .

R ecognition  of offspring, Se
co n d ary  in s tin c ts .

M ollusca. Sexual em otions w ith o u t 
Sexual selection.

A ssociation by con tigu ity .

Larvae of In sects , A n n e lid a S urp rise , F e a r . P rim ary  in s tin c ts .

E ch inoderm ata . • •t M em ory.

and so on continuing down to lower organisms, w ith “ partly nervous

adjustm ents,” unicellular organisms with “ non-nervous* adjustments,” 
and protoplasmic bodies w ith w hat the author is driven to term  merely 
“ protoplasmic movements.”

E. D ouglas F a w c e tt .

(To be continued.)

MADAME B L A V A T SK Y ’S WORK IN  THE WEST.

I T is w ith some surprise th a t an F. T. S. arriving in India from 
England or America finds th a t the larger portion of the public 

outside the Society either believe Madame Blavatsky to be dead, or 
a t the very least, to have been crushed under the weight of falsehood 
hurled against her by enemies and calumniators. Even within the 
Society there are not a few who imagine she has lost her love for 
India, or that, owing to increasing years and constant ill-health her 
energy has declined, and th a t she is no longer working for the noble 
cause to which her life is devoted w ith the same fire, the same enthu
siasm, the same untiring devotion, as in the days when her presence 
gave new life and vigour to the decaying reverence of the Hindus 
for the priceless gems of tru th  contained in their ancient literature. 
N aturally the more earnest and active members of the Society know 
and otherwise; but even they do not seem to appreciate the amount and 
value of the work she has accomplished during the last four years, 
nor do they grasp its significance for, and important bearing upon, 
India.

Thus, although readers of the Theosophist have always had the mate
rials before them for realising these facts, yet it may not be ultim ately if
I  attem pt to sketch, however inadequately and briefly, the work which 
H. P. Blavatsky has accomplished in Europe and America since she 
was ordered away from M adras by Dr. Scharlieb.

To begin w ith Europe. In  May 1883, there existed one fairly 
active Branch of the Society in Paris, one in Greece, and a dead-alive 
one in Holland. In  London, there was a Branch numerically strong, 
bn t which, however, was practically almost dormant. Besides these* 
there were inanim ate Branches in Cambridge and Edinburgh, and

* Tho d ifferen tia  of s tru c tu re  specia lized  as nerve  fibre and cell s tru c tu re  is to  
tra n sm it m olecu lar o r invisib le  d is tu rb an ce  w ith o u t call fo r a  con trac tion  w ave such 
as is seen in  un d ifferen tia ted  pro top lasm  on ex c ita tio n . T he anim als in w hich nerves 
took  th e ir  rise  have y e t  to  be found , th e  jelly -fish  s ta n d in g  out well. B u t w here- 
ever nerve  o rig ina te s, of th is  we m ay  be su re —All app ro p ria te  A dap tive response is 
i ts  outcom e. Y e t “  b o th  C onduc tility  and  D iscrim ination  first ap p ear as m an ifested  
by  th e  ce llu la r tissu es of p lan ts  ; if  nofc seen  in some form s of a p p aren tly  und ifferen
t ia te d  p ro top lasm . I t  is, how ever, only w hen  these  tw o princip les a re  u n ited  w ith in  
th e  lim its of th e  sam e s tru c tu ra l e lem en ts  th a t  w e firs t ob tain  op tica l evidence of 
th a t  d ifferen tia tion  of tissu e  w hich  th e  h is to lo g is t recognizes as nervous, therefore
I  have re p re se n te d  th e  fu n c tio n  of n e rv e  tissoe  in  jits  w idest sense N eurility , as 
fo rm ed  by  a  confluence of these  tw o  ro o t-p rin c ip le s”  (p t 64). C on tinu ity  ho lds 
everywhere!



8, somewhat less sleepy one in Dublin, Ireland. There was also a  
useful centre a t Odessa. These represented Theosophy in Europe, 
and an im partial observer would have declared tha t the prevailing 
tendency of the movement there was towards gradual euthanasia 
and final decay. That this picture is not drawn in too gloomy colours 
will, I think, be borne out by the opinion of most persons acquainted w ith 
the Society in Europe at the time referred to. In  May 1887 Madame 
Blavatsky came to London from Ostend, and an immediate revival 
of activity became perceptible. The magazine, Lucifer, was started, 
the “ Blavatsky Lodge” formed, and work went on apace. New enthu- 
siam was infused into the members by her presence, and the present 
state of the movement may now be described as follows:—

On the Continent things are slightly improved, as witness the for
mation of centres of Theosophical activity in Spain, Vienna and Italy. 
In  Sweden a new and most energetic Branch, now numbering over 
100 active working members, has sprung up, while the dormant Branch 
in  Holland has begun to work in earnest. But it  is in England, around 
her from whom this new life has really sprung, tha t its effects are most 
visible. Instead of 1 moderately active and 3 inanimate Branches in 
the United Kingdom, the Society now counts 13 active, working, energe
tic Branches, among which the “ Blavatsky Lodge” numbers some 100 
active members and more than th a t number of associates. So large has 
become the attendance at its weekly meetings, tha t we have been driven 
to construct a hall for this purpose, capable of seating 300 persons, as 
well as for use as a general lecture hall on Theosophical subjects.

In  1887, the existing Theosophical literature was comparatively 
meagre. Now, besides the older books, we have the first two volumes of 
the “ Secret Doctrine,” the “ Key to Theosophy” and “ Voice of the Si
lence” from H. P. B.’s pen, besides a mass of pamphlets, leaflets and 
tracts. In  addition, several sterling works on Theosophical topics by 
other able writers have appeared ; and when one adds to this the exist
ence and success of the magazine, Lucifer, and the establishment and 
maintenance of a regular publishing and printing office, conducted solely 
in the interests of the Theosophical movement, where all works, tracts, 
&c., On these subjects may be published at a minimum of expense and 
for the sole benefit of the T. S., one is able to form some measure of the 
growth in activity and strength of the movement since 1885. This, 
however, is not a l l ; for besides the above, the Theosophists in Europe 
have erected a Head-Quarters for the Society in London at a cost of 
over £1,200. And most striking of all is the strength and loyalty of 
the Esoteric Section, now barely two years old, but already numbering 
many hundreds of members.

So much regarding Theosophy in E urope; let us tu rn  now to 
America. When Mr. Judge went back to th a t country from India, a t 
the end of 1884, he found the movement almost dying, and in spite of 
bis earnest efforts and constant exertions, the revival of ite life and

activity was at first very slow. Throughout all these years, Mr. Judge 
has unswervingly followed H. P. B.’s advice and guidance, he has striven 
to inspire liimsclf with the same spirit tha t fires her efforts, and to carry 
on the movement upon the lines she has marked out. The consequence 
of this policy has been the steady, and—during the last two years—the 
extraordinarily rapid growth and spread of the movement throughout 
the United States. The number of active, working Branches has 
doubled in each of the last two years, the Society having spread quite 
across the Union, from the A tlantic to the Pacific Oceans. Moreover, 
the increase in numbers of the Society has been even larger in pro
portion than its growth as measured by the number of new Branches 
form ed; while the hold which Theosophical ideas are taking upon the 
public mind, as shown both in the Press and in general literature, cannot 
escape even the most superficial observer, and is more striking and of 
greater ultim ate importance than the spread of the Society itself.

Almost as much, too, has been done in the production of Theoso
phical literature in America as in Europe, and the back numbers of the 
Path , Mr. Judge’s edition of P atan jali’s Yoga Philosophy, his Theoso
phical Glossary and Echoes from the Orient, Dr. Buck’s Study of Man, 
Mrs. V er Planck’s new book, and the numerous leaflets, pamphlets and 
papers circulated to the American Branches, as well as the Theosophical 
Forum under Mr. Fullerton’s editorship, form together a body of work 
done, done well and thoroughly, of which any Society m ight justly  be 
proud.

And to what is this due ? Like the workers in Europe, Mr. Judge 
and his devoted colleagues in America ascribe all to the example, the 
guidance, the help, the counsel, the inspiration of—H. P. B.

Now it  is not my intention to w rite a panygeric of th a t noble 
woman in  a magazine she once edited. I  make these statements simply 
because they are facts, and because, though familiar to every one of us 
in Europe and America, I have reason to think tha t the greatness of 
the work she has accomplished and is still performing, as also the 
extent to which Theosophy has spread and tho Theosophical Society 
has grown and prospered in tho W est under licr leadership, are nei
ther realised nor appreciated—even by her devoted friends—in India, 
though the facts have been recorded in this magazine.

Again, i t  seems to me th a t the Hindus, both within and without 
the  Theosophical Society, have failed to perceive the enormous impor
tance which the spread of Theosophy in the W est and the growth of 
the Theosophical Society possess in regard to tho spiritual reawakening 
and regeneration of India. N either do they realiso the direct bearing 
of this on tho present, and its great possibilities for the future— 
regarding the question, tha t is, whether the India of to-day shall awake 
from her slumber of centuries, and through the revival of spirituality in 
Jier peoples, through the Unity and Brotherhood which are the essence 
c l  true Theosophy, a-g they arc likewise the direct and inevitable



outcome of true sp irituality—shall escapo the deadly morass of m ateri
alism, its consequent degradation, disintegration and decay, and so 
regain once more her lofty place in  the van of H um anity ; or whether, 
falling into the opposite extreme, she shall perish and disappear for 
ever as have the m ighty nations of Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Greece 
and Rome.

On this subject, then, a few words may be in place.
One of the most potent factors in the moulding of India’s pre

sent and future is the influence of W estern thought, education and 
habits upon its more intelligent and better educated classes. Now 
the first effect of these forces has been to tu rn  the minds of those 
who were subjected to them, away from their ancient spirituality and 
the time-honoured learning and modes of thought of their ancestors. 
Not altogether has th is effect been evil. On the contrary, it  was a 
necessary and unavoidable stage in the new b irth  of India; but its 
danger lay in the tendency thus created towards a selfish, sensual 
materialism and a mind prejudiced against, and so closed to, all s tir
rings of th a t latent spirituality, which alone can really regenerate 
India. This tendency grew unchecked, year by year taking deeper, 
firmer root in the mind of Indian youths, till the advent of the Theo
sophical Society. Then a reaction set in, and the ablest men in India 
are no longer ashamed to avow their respect for the ir great forefathers. 
One great force in bringing about this reaction was undoubtedly 
the  fact tha t the Theosophical Society was created and led by two 
people from the West, and throughout the history of the Theosophical 
Society in India, it  is the W estern element in it  which has played the 
most, prominent part, and exercised most influence in reviving and 
/•stimulating interest in spiritual m atters among the English-educated 
Hindus. Thus, to speak generally, it is India which has supplied the 
material, while the W est has contributed the energy and force required 
to make i t  available and bring the latent power of the spiritual thought 
and science of India’s glorious past into active, living contact w ith 
men’s minds to-day. I t  seems, further, as if th is process was destined 
also to characterise the  fu ture relations of the W est and East, especial
ly  in  all th a t concerns the spiritual life and activity of the latter. If 
the  spiritual life of India is to be revived, it  m ust be through the quick
ening into growth and activity of the dormant, bu t still vital germs 
of spirituality in its peoples, through the active energy of the W est 
bringing to bear upon them  the vivifying influence of the spiritual 
knowledge and wisdom which the W est is now beginning to draw from 
th e  treasure house of Sanskrit and V ernacular literature and tradition.

B ut the mere revival of reverence for, and belief in, the Shastras, 
w ill do but little for the future of India. To substitute merely a 
blind belief in certain sacred books for an equally blind belief in 
m aterialistic science is of little  value. I t  is not sufficient for the H in
dus to reverence and study their sacred literature, they must learn

to understand it. This understanding, too, must be a vital re-assimila
tion of the ancient thought, not a mere world knowledge, i t  m ust be a 
re-reading of these old teachings, not in the light of empty verbal 
abstractions of the logic chopping of a period of decay—it m ust bo 
a new, vivid apprehension of the old tru ths, w ith a fresh and amplo 
content of concrete tru th  and f a c t ; otherwise it can bring no worthy 
fru it to ripeness. Here again, too, the importance of W estern Theoso
phical thought to India is apparent, for it  is precisely W estern students 
who, guided by H. P. B., are beginning to learn how to render living 
and full of meaning these old time-honoured but abstract forms. No
where in  India, however, except in the Theosophical Society and allied 
organisations, can people be found capable of infusing this new spirit 
into its ancient religious thought. Hence those who hold th a t the 
Society has done its work, take, it seems to me, a very superficial view 
of India’s needs, and of the forces which are needed to bring about th a t 
national re-birth  to which all look forward.

B ut some, perhaps, may th ink  th a t this revival of India’s spiritual 
life is of bu t minimal importance to the future progress and developr 
ment of the ir native land. They may th ink th a t it is ra ther through 
m aterial progress, through political and social organisation and deve
lopment, through copying W estern habits of life and thought, through 
eating m eat and drinking spirits, through parliamentary institutions 
and local self-government, th a t the ir goal—the re-birth of India as a 
united and mighty nation—is to be achieved. Such ideas are woefully 
erroneous. Let them learn the lesson of history as exemplified in the 
decay of A ryavarta herself, not less than in the decline and fall of Egypt, 
Babylon, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome. In  each and every case, 
it  was the growth of materialism  w ith its inseparable attendant—sel
fishness—which led to the breaking up of these mighty empires, and 
the destruction of their civilisations. For is it  not obvious th a t tho 
inevitable outcomc of the spread of materialistic thought, and the 
accompanying decline of spirituality, must be th a t all man’s interest, 
thought and aspiration becomes centred in physical life, in the enjoy
ments of the senses, in the gratification of the personal desires and 
passions, ambition, vanity, lust, love of power, and so forth ? In other 
words, under tlie influence of such thought men begin to live more and 
more each for himself alone, w ithout regard to their fellow citizens, 
and in proportion as this spirit gains sway in a community, so must 
th e  social organism break up and disintegrate through the ever-inten
sifying struggle between the individuals composing it.

If  more evidence of this tru th  be needed, it can be found in  abun
dance in the present struggle between Labour and Captial throughout 
the W est, in the growth in number and acrimony of the strikes, in tho 
ever-increasing misery, suffering and degradation of large portions of tho 
population. So bitter, indeed, has the struggle for existence become, 
that  its very intensity is forcing home to men’s hearts the deepen



spiritual tru th  of human solidarity and unity, as opposed to the prevailing 
doctrine of the unchecked “ struggle for existence” and its logical out
come—unrestrained selfishness. Thus the hard logic of b itter experience 
fcdmes in to confirm the essential tru ths of all spirituality, viz.,—th a t 
the Law of Life is unity  and solidarity, th a t the purport of hum am 
existence is the realisation of this oneness, and th a t the only road to 
true  happiness lies in the steadily growing conscious realisation and 
practical carrying out of this law in our daily and hourly lives.

Every m ighty nation of the past was built up because its indivi
dual citizens realised their own unity w ith the nation, forgetting them 
selves, their selfishness and personality, in the consciousncss of this 
higher unity. And it  is by the growth of th is same spirit of self- 
sacrificing devotion th a t India must be reborn as a nation, if she is ever 
to  live again as she has lived in the past. As i t  has been the strength  
of the innate spirituality in her people which has till now preserved 
even a semblance of national existence amid the crash of falling empires 
and the inroads of foreign invaders; so it  m ust be the revival, the re 
awakening of th is inner spiritual life, the thought of the greatness of 
th e  past, and tlje lofty ideal of its spiritual teachings, which must nerve 
th e  efforts and fire the enthusiasm of her sons if A ryavarta is once 
more to be counted among the foremost of nations.

I t  is because the Theosophical movement is one of the strongest 
agencies working in this direction, and because the progress of the 
movement in the W est must, as has been shown, react w ith multiplied 
power upon India, th a t Madame Blavatsky’s work in Europe and 
America is of such vital import to every Hindu. Therefore they should 
aid the Theosophical Society in its work, therefore they should seek in 
every way to strengthen its influence, therefore, finally, th a t they should 
not forget or cease to honor the one about whom I am now writing, 
to  whom in the present they owe so much, and to whose labours they 
w ill be ever more and more indebted as the years of the future roll by 
and the influence of her life and work begins to be appreciated a t its 
tru e  value.

B er t r a m  K e ig h t l e y , F. T. S.

THE SPIRITUALISTS IN  CONGRESS.

THE Report of the late Paris Congress of Spiritualists, Spiritists, Theo
sophists, Kabbalists, Swedenborgians, and others of similar procli

vities, deserves special attention on account of its value as an historical 
document. To give its 450 royal octavo, closely printed pages, a careful 
examination may, however, be too heavy a task  for many even of those 
among us who read French ; but the Report contains much valuable 
m atter, which will have a value for the future historian.

Before proceeding to give our readers some slight idea of the naturo 
and work of the Congress, it is necessary to congratulate those who took

part in it upon the manner in which the Report has been executed. The 
immense mass of documentary m atter submitted to the Congress, and 
the proces-verbaux of the sessions of the Congress itself and of different 
sections have been reduced to order and clearness. This is the work of 
the General Secretary of the Congress, M. Encausse, ably assisted by 
MM. Auzanneau, Laurent de Faget, P. Gr. Leymarie, and (unofficially) 
Camille Chaigneau.

This Congress, as our readers are probably aware, was the second of 
the annual international gatherings of the Various bodies which believe 
in soul survival on the ground of evidence, as distinguished from revela
tion. The previous meeting was held at Barcelona (Spain), but tha t 
Congress did not, and in all probability, the annual gatherings for 
many years to come will not, approach in  importance the Paris Con
gress of 1889, which drew its superior weight from the fact tha t it was 
almost an integral part of the g reat Paris International Exhibition of 
th a t year, when all the world, Spiritualists, &c., included, made great 
and unwonted efforts to “ rise to the occasion.”

Now, it  may be necessary, owing to m utual misconceptions between 
Theosophists and Spiritualists, to explain a t once th a t the Theoso
phical Society is alleged to have had a quasi-proprietary interest in 
th is Congress and in its proceedings ; although the President-Found- 
er, who was passing through France a t about tha t time, abstained 
from participation, either personally or by proxy. On page 55 we find a 
resume of “ the different schools officially represented at the Congress.’’ 
These schools are broadly classified in two great divisions, each of which 
contains two sub-divisions. The first school is composed of (a) Spi
ritualists, (6) S p iritis ts ; the second school consists of (a) Kabbalists, 
(6) Theosophists. We find also (p. 57) th a t the two Parisian Branches 
of the Theosophical Society, the  Hermes and the Orient and Occident, 
were officially represented a t the Congress ; also that the Revue Theoso
phique, edited by Madame Blavatsky, was among the journals tha t “ took 
p a rt in the organization of the Congress.” Moreover the Duchesse de 
Pom ar (Lady Caithness), who is President of the Orient and Occident 
Branch, was one of the Honorary Presidents of the Congress.

Our Indian readers may, perhaps, wonder on what the distinction 
made, in this classification between Spiritualist and Spiritists, is based. 
The fact is th a t the terminological distinction exists chiefly in our lan
guage the French not having adopted the word “ Spiritualist” and using 
it, as i t  were, under protest. In  English, “ Spiritualist” means a believer 
in the phenomena and theories of Spiritualism without the doctrine of 
reincarnation', while by “ Spiritists” we understand those whose belief 
is similar, plus the doctrine in question. The French place both classes 
under the head of Spiritists, calling the believers in  reincarnation 
Kardecists, or followers of Allen Kardec, who, for them, formulated the 
doctrine of reincarnation, and by his earnest propaganda thereof virtually 
made it, or a t least his version of it, his own. But, as regards the materia!



of the Congress, no better bird’s eye view thereof could be given than 
that contained in the following Analytico-synthetical table (from p. 56).

Spiritists (expla
nation by spirits)

{
(Represented in France by

Kftrdecisca. Seme Spirit,. (Paris.)

Futurists.
Positivists.

£La ViePogthume (Marseilles).

Non-reincamation-
alists.

Majority of C 
American Spiri--{ No organ-in France) 
tualists. i.

idenbor- 
id m ost) 
i Dutch j 
ilists. V.

Swedenbor-1 
gians and 
of the 

^Spiritualists.

Revue Trimestrielle des etti- 
diants Swedenborgiens libre 
(Paris.)

Occultists (expla
nation by spirits, 
and also by in 
fluences other 
than spirits).

Kabbalists (occiden
tal doctrines) (

Independents, $ I?Initiation (Paris). 

Christian. ^L*Etoile (Avignon).

Theosophists(OrieA- 
fcal doctrines.)

Christian. < VAurore (Paris, edited by 
I  Lady Caithness).

Bouddhists.
{ *

CLa Revue TAeo8opAt2»g*(Paris, 

edited by H. P. Blavatsky.)

As to the Report itself, its first 75 pages are taken up by an 
Introduction, which includes of four admirably written Essays upon 
(i) the History of Spiritualism, “ Spiritism (ii) The work of Spiri
tualists and Spiritists; (iii) The different Schools represented at the 
Congress; (iv) The Preliminaries of the Congress. The next 132 pages 
(Part I) are devoted to the addresses delivered in the various sessions 
of the Congress and its sections; foreign countries being represented by 
speakers from Spain, Holland, Germany, Italy, America and Belgium ; 
—England being conspicuous by its non-representation. Then follow 
(Part II) 156 pages of “ Memoirs,” consisting of reports, letters, essays, 
addresses, etc., from all parts of the world, sent by societies, groups and 
individuals, in which England takes part, also Sweden and Norway, 
South America and Mexico. The next 32 pages are (Part III) devoted 
to the reports ( proces-verbaux )  of the sessions of the Congress and of its 
sections. The last 156 pages (Part IY) are devoted to the Press ; the 
preliminary meetings (from April to September, and at which all the 
preparations for the Congress were completed) ; the financial statement; 
lists of societies, organs, groups, &c. And lastly a short appendix. 
There were three Sections, whose departments were respectively: Rein
carnation, Mediumship, and Propaganda.

The first thing that occurs to the reader of this Report is :—“ How 
■wonderfully fraternal they all were !” The fact is that, by a condition 
of its existence, no one could introduce controversy into the Congress ; 
when any one did so he was mercilessly shut up by the presiding officer. 
In the second place, the one name which leads most to disagreement 
it  was forbidden to pronounce,—“ God” was not to be mentioned. 
When a speaker transgressed this rule it was with an apology,—a kind 
of “ saving your presence,” which sometimes is used, when the “ party

* N ow  d e fu n c t .

of the other part” is mentioned by name in polite society. Moreover, 
the standpoint of the Congress was the most catholic possible, if any 
kind of discrimination were to be maintained between the sheep and the 
goats ; for the platform of the Congress consisted of only two planks: 
The survival after death of the conscious principle in m an; and The 
possibility of communication between the living and the so-called dead.

Another thing which contributed largely to the toleration and good 
feeling displayed by all, was the choice of M. Jules Lermina as Presi
dent. There is no name more respected in France than that of this 
typical Freethinker, whose absolute impartiality and dispassion caused 
him to be joyfully accepted by every shade of opinion as the ideal of a 
presiding officer. In an opening speech M. Lermina explained that he 
belonged to no party except that of candid seekers after knowledge; that 
his only opponents were those who oppressed conscience, pretending to 
be alone the possessors of truth, and anathematizing those who opposed 
their assertions. “ If our conclusions are different,” he said, “ our good
will is the same, just as our respect for each other ought to be identical. 
That is why I am here.”

Therefore, as might have been expected, and as the table of con
tents of the Report indicates, the proceedings of the Congress took the 
form of expressions of opinion more than that of justification for the 
opinions expressed; and where this latter was attempted, it became 
more congratulatory and exhortative, or else more explanatory, than 
argumentative. Nothing very new or striking occurs in any of the 
numerous addresses, and no evidence was given or taken as to the reality 
of the phenomena on which the beliefs of the Congress are based; 
very little mention of phenomena, in fact, occurring at all. The only 
original contribution to the philosophy of the occult (using that word 
in its widest sense) was the able essay of M. Encausse on “ The locali
zation of the Perispirt,”—or, as we should say, of the astral body.

Still, if the speakers and memorialists indulged chiefly in gene
ralities, it by no means follows that they indulged in platitudes ; and 
as everything is now to thoso who have not heard it before, and as 
it is by no moans certain that the bulk of onr readers are acquainted 
with the present ideas of the Spiritualists and Spiritists, and very 
certain that as faithful pursuers of knowledge they ought to know 
what these ideas are, we propose to cull here and there from the pages 
of this voluminous Report such short passages from addresses and 
essays as will throw some light upon tho current doctrines of Spirit 
ualism as represented at the Congress.

In the first place, there are many different varieties of Spirtualists 
vaneties arising not only from actual difference of ideas, but also from 
modes of mvisaging those ideas. Thus we have the emotional spiritualist, 
the rationalistic spiritualist, the gobe-mouche, or phenomena-hunting 
spiritualist, the religious, the philosophical, the transcendental, and 
many other varieties, all of which arc represented in thc Report. Let



tia take the veteran spiritualist M. P. G. Leymarie, and quote a 
passage indicative of his ideas, from his “ History of Spiritualism1 * in 
jbhe Introduction.

-As to the reason why the Pope excommunicated Allen Kardec and 
his followers, and anathematized Spiritism, M. Leymarie says:
• ** Spiritism, emanating from the world of the disincaraated, declares tha t i t
does not recognize a personal God, jealous and vindictive, the father of miracle 5 
and that in order to form any real idea of God one must think that in the infinite 
universe there exists, infinitely, a universal intelligent fluid, with which the m inut
est particles of creation are saturated; that as each atom of this fluid possesses 
the intelligence and other attributes of divinity, and penetretes everywhere, all 
th ings are governed by its intelligent action, by its prevoyance, by its solicitude, 
and no being, however insignificant, but is saturated therewith in some way. 
Moreover Spiritism affirms tha t the soul possesses freewill, and incarnates upon an 
earth  like ours in order to gain intelligence ; that souls can freely do either good 
Dr evil when incarnated, and that inevitably the evil they do becomes a source of 
suffering for them, while the good they do satisfies all their aspiratious. That the 
good attracts them, logically and irresistably, as it only'is in harmony with tbe
r e a s o n  a n d  j u s t i c e  i m m a n e n t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  m a n .................. S p i r i t u a l i s m  a f f i r m s  t h a t  t h e

b e i n g s  o n  t h i s  e a r t h  a n d  t h e  e a r t h  i t s e l f  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  a n  e n o r m o u s  

s e r i e s  o f  c e n t u r i e s ; t h a t  m a n  i s  t h e  c r o w n  o f  a n i m a l  l i f e ,  b y  h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  o r g a n s ,  

a d m i r a b l y  f i t t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s o u l  w h i c h  t h i n k s ,  w i l l s ,  a n d  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  b y  t h e  

a i d  o f  t h e  p e r f e c t e d  v e h i c l e  a t  i t s  d i s p o s a l .................. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  r e p u 

d i a t i n g  t h e  f a n t a s t i c a l  G o d  o f  g r a c e  a n d  m i r a c l e ,  w i t h  h i s  H e l l  p e o p l e d  w i t h  

d e m o n s ,  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  C h r i s t  w a s  a  s o u l  s i m i l a r  t o  o t h e r  s o u l s ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  

a c t i o n s ,  w h o ,  d u r i n g  h i s  n e c e s s a r y  l i v e s ,  h a d  b e e n  a b l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  r e a c h  

a  c o n c e p tio n  o f  t h e  t r u e ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l ,  t h e  g o o d  a n d  t h e  j u s t ;  t h a t  s u c h  a d v a n c e d  

iro n ls*  g r o w n  w i s e  t h r o u g h  l o n g  c o n t i n u e d  e f f o r t ,  t e a c h  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  

t r u e ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e y  t e a c h  t h e  f r e e  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  s o l i d a 

r i t y ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  m a n  p o s s e s s e s  a  r e a l  v a l u e  w h e n  a l l  h i s  

iw jta  c o n v e r g e  t o w a r d s  t h i s  n o b l e  e n d : T h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  h a r m o n y  

a n d  f r a t e r n i t y  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  p e o p l e s . ”  

M. Leon Denis, another prominent French Spiritist, says (p. 107) :—
“  I n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  w e  f i n d  t h e  

c o n f irm a tio n  o f  t h a t  g r e a t  l a w  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  b e i n g s  t h r o u g h  s u c c e s s i v e  l i v e s .  

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y ,  a n d  s t e p  b y  s t e p ,  s l o w l y  b u i l d s  u p  i t s  d e s t i n i e s ,  b y  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  p o w e r s  t h a t  a r e  i n  i t  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  g e r m s  ; a n d  b y  

i t s  g r a d u a l  p e r f e c t i o n i n g s ,  b y  i t s  e f f o r t s ,  b y  i t s  t r i a l s ,  a t  l a s t  e v o l v i n g  t h e  e t e r n a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s o l i d a r i t y ,  o r d e r ,  j u s t i c e  a n d  p r o g r e s s  ; — t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  

a l l  t h e  w o r l d ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y  r u l e  a l l  s o u l s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  p r o f o u n d l y  w i s e  l a w . ”

, A  few pages further on he says :—
“  T o  r e g e n e r a t e  s o c i e t y  w e  m u s t  b e g i n  b y  r e g e n e r a t i n g  t h e  s o u l  o f  m a n  ; a n d  f o r  

t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n l i g h t e n  i t ,  t o  m a k e  i t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  p o s s e s s e s  i n  i t s e l f  

t h e  m e a n s  o f  i t s  e l e v a t i o n  a n d  o f  i t s  h a p p i n e s s  j i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g i v e  i t  t h e  a s s u 

r a n c e  t l i a t  n o n e  o f  i t s  s u f f e r i n g s ,  o f  i t a  e f f o r t s ,  w i l l  b e  l o s t  ; b u t  t h a t  b e y o n d  t h e  

g r a v e  i t  w i l l  f i n d  i t s e l f  s u c h  a s  i t  s h a l l  h a v e  m a d e  i t s e l f  b y  i t s  w o r k s  a n d  b y  i t s  g o o d  

d e e d s  h e r e  o n  e a r t h  . .  ; .  .  O h  H u m a n i t y  ! a l l  t h y  e f f o r t s ,  t h y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h y  

s t r a g g l e s  w i t h  m a t t e r ,  h a d  o n l y  o n e  a i m : t o  p r o l o n g  l i f e ,  t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e  v i v i d ,  

m o r e  i n t e n s e  ; a n d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  l i f e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  e s c a p i n g  y o u ,  t o  b e  s l i p p i n g  

from your hands, s o  g r e e d y  t o  h o l d  it. -A n d  l o  ! s u d d e n l y  an i m m e n s e  h o r i z o n  d i s «  

c lo n e s  i t s e l f  j l o  ! t h e  l i m i t s  o f  l i f e ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  t h e e  s o  n e a r ,  r e t r e a t ,  g r o w  d i s 

tant,' disappear ; lo  I a new field comes into view, so vast that our astonishment

t o u c h e s ,  o n  s t u p o u r .  I n  t h i s  f i e l d  o f  v i s i o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  ea<?h o f . .u s  s u c c e e d  o n p  t l i o  

o t h e r  l i k o  t h o  l i n k s  i n  a  c h a i n  w h i c h  e x t e n d s  a c r o s s  t h o  i n f i n i t y  o f  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e !  

A n d  d e a t h ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  l i k e  a n  u n c r o s s i b l e  c h a s m ,  d e a t h ,  w h o s e  s p e c t r e  n o n e  i n 

v o k e d  w i t h o u t  t e r r o r ,  i s  b u t  a n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a  v e i l  w h i c h  d e s c e n d e d  a c r o s s  o u r  r o u t e  

a n d  h i t l  o u r  f u t u r e  d e s t i n y  j a  v e i l  w h i c h  t h e  n e w  s c i e n c o  t e a r s  a w a y ,  c a s t i n g  i t a  
r e m n a n t s  t o  t h e  w i n d s . ”  , . ; ,

Want of space forbids our quoting more from M. Leon Denis’ elo
quent address, whose matter forcibly reminds one of the “ Three Truths’? 
in the “ Idyll of the White Lotus.” < • • •.

M. Charles Fauvety also delivered an admirable speech. ~ Among 
other things he said :

“  F a i t h s  a n d  b e l i e f s  b e l o n g  p r o p e r l y  t o  t h e  i n f a n c y  o f  s o c i e t y .  T h e y  h a d  t h e i r  

r e a s o n  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  p a s t  t i m e s .  T h e y  h a v e  i t  s t i l l  f o r  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  h u m a n i t y -  

T r a n s m i t t e d  f r o m  p a r e n t s  t o  c h i l d r e n  r e l i g i o n s  s e r v e d  t o  b i n d  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  m e n  

t o g e t h e r  a n d  d i r e c t  t h e  h u m a n  h e r d .  . . . .  B u t  n o w ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ' w e  m u s t

r e n o u n c e  t h e  r e i g n  o f  o p i n i o n s ,  o f  f a i t h s  a n d  c o n f u s e d  b e l i e f s ,  a n d  e n t e r  r e s o l u t e l y  

i n t o  t h e  l u m i n o u s  p a t h  o f  r e a s o n  a n d  s c i e n c e .  C r e e d s  a n d  f a i t h s ,  a s  I  s a i d ,  h a d  

t h e i r  r a is o n  d e  etre . T h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h e y  e v o k e  m a y  b e  f r u i t f u l .  T h e y  h a v e 'a  r i g h t  

t o  e x i s t  a n d  e n j o y  f a l l  l i b e r t y ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  u p o n  t h o  g r o u n d  t h e y  o c c u p y  t h a t  w e  

m u s t  l o o k  f o r  c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  c e r t a i n t y .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i s  a s  o l d  a s  t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  

i t s  r e a p p e a r a n c e  in  r e c e n t  t i m e s  i s  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  a  g r e a t  e v e n t .  F o r  m y  p a r t ,  I  s e e  

i n  i t  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  a  n e w  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s ,  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  

a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  r e i g n  o f  h u m a n i t y .  I  s a y  “  h u m a n i t y , ”  f o r  u p  to* now " 

t h e r e  h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  h u m a n  m o b s  a n d  a  f e w  l e a d e r s ,  shepherds;'d o g s  

a n d  b u t c h e r s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s h e e p  . . . . . . .  a l l  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a s t  h a v e  b e e n

p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p o p u l a c e  a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  m i r a c u l o u s  s o u r c e s .  T h e  p r i e s t s  o f  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  03 t h e  o t h e r  e x p l o i t e r s  o f  h u m a n  c r e d u l i t y ,  busied t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

k e e p  u p  t h i s  b e l i e f .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  e v i l  t h a t  c o u l d  b e f a l l  s p i r i t i s m  i s  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  

b e  f o u n d e d  o n  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  a  n e w  r e v e l a t i o n ,  w h a t e v e r  m i g h t  b e  i t s  s o u r c e  a n d  h o w 
e v e r  h i g h  i t s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . ”

M. Fauvety believes t h a t  a scientifically founded and demonstrated 
religion is possible. He said of this new science of religion :

"  L e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  s u c h  a  s c i e n c e  m a y  b e  b u i l t  u p  f r o m  t o - d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h o  

S p i r i t i s t s  a r e  b e t t e r  p l a c e d  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e y  

r e m a i n  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  B u t ,  f o r  t h a t ,  w o  m u s t  r i s e  t o  a  c o n c e p t i o n  

o f  l i f e  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  o n e  w h i c h  s c i e n c o  

p u t s  f o r w a r d  t o - d a y .  W e  m u s t  g o  b a c k  t o  t h o  b e l i e f  o f  a n t i q u i t y ,  w h i c h  w a s  

a l s o  t h a t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  i n  t h e  

U n i v e r s a l  a u d  d i v i n e  S o u l ,  o f  w h i o h  e a o h  h a m a u  s o u l  i a  a n  a t o m ,  t h o u g h  c a p a b l e  

i u  i t s  t u r n  o f  b e c o m i n g  a  g r e a t  c e n t r e  r a d i a t i n g  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  e v e r y  o n e . ’*

M. Marius Georges, of the Revue de la vie Posthume expressed him
self somewhat similarly about religions. He said :

“ I  w i l l  n o t  g o  i n t o  t h e ” q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  w e r e  useful o r  h a r m f u l  t o  

h u m a n i t y .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  t e n d e n c y  t o  s t a t i o n a r i n e s s , -  t h e y  

m a y  h a v e  s e r v e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p r o g r e s s ;  t h e y  m a y  p e r h a p s  h a v e  p r o t e c t e d ,  w h i l e  

c o m p r e s s i n g  t h e m ,  t h e  g e r m s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  f r e e  r e s e a r c h ,  t o - d a y  f u l l  b l o w n  * 

a n d  v i g o r o u s ,  a s  t h e  b u d  p r o t e c t s  t h e  n e w  b o r n  f l o w e r ,  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  b u r s t s  i t  o p e n  

a s  i t  d e v e l o p s .  I n  a n y  c a s e  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  .o f  r e l i 

g i o n s ,  e v e r y w h e r e  t e n d s  t o  d e c l i n e  a n d  d i s a p p e a r .  K d i g i o n s  a r e  f a d i n g  oufcj 

b e c a u s e  t h o y  h a v e *  I v. a y s ,  in  b v t l c  m a n n e r ,  m i s u m l e r b t o o d  a i* d  d e n i e d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

: t o i  t e n  c e  t r i a l  c x i& U i f ic .  / m i  I y  i t a s t n  v i  t h e  < p p ^ h e  . t e n d e n c y ,  b y  d e n y i n g  U rn



f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a n d  d e e m i n g  i t a  s t u d y  u n w o r t h y ,  n i h i l i s t i c  

s c i e n c e ,  t o - d a y  t r i u m p h a n t ,  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  s t e r i l e  e n d . ”

The denunciation of creed and sectarianism, whether religious or 
scientific, was a very prominent feature of the Congress, and seems 
always to have been received with “ applause.” For instance, M.r 
Laurent de Faget, so to say, “ brought down the house,” when he sa id : 
‘̂ The spiritualistic groups, whatever the philosophical opinions they 

may hold, represent one common idea here: they repel all sacerdotal 
fanaticism, and the intolerance of materialism erected into a dogma.”

In the course of his speech M. Laurent de Faget said: k
“  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  a l l  d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  y o u r  b e l i e f s  a r e  w o r t h y  o f  r e s p e c t ,  b e c a u s e  

they r a i s e  m a n  a b o v e  h i m s e l f .  D o  n o t  o p p o s e  B u d d h i s m  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  s c i e n c e  t o  

r e v e l a t i o n ,  t h e  b r u t e  f a c t  t o  t h e  m y s t i c a l  t h e o r y .  A s  I  s a i d ,  a l l  t h i n g s  i n t e r l i n k  

a n d  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d ;  t b e  s h a d o w  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e  l i g h t ,  e v i l  d i s 

c l o s e s  t o  u s  g o o d ;  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  p r i m a e v a l  a g e s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  

h u m a n i t y ;  through t h e  t e a r s  a n d  b l o o d  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s p i l t ,  w e  a r e  c l i m b i n g  t h e

s u b l i m e  s t e p s  o f  p r o g r e s s  . ..........................P r o g r e s s  ! I s  i t  n o t  e t e r n a l  P I s  i t  n o t  i n f i n i t e  ?

W e  m u B t  h a v e ,  t h e n ,  a n  e t e r n a l  i d e a l ,  w i t h o n t  w h i c h  m a n k i n d ,  h a v i n g  n o  g u i d e ,  

w o u l d  w a n d e r  f r o m  d r e a m  t o  d r e a m ,  f r o m  c h i m e r a  t o  c h i m e r a .  T h a t  i d e a l ,  h o w  s h a l l  

W e  n a m e  i t  ? T h e  C o n s c io u s  R e a s o n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s e  ? T h e  L i v i n g  L a w  o f  N a t u r e  ?  

A h  w h a t e v e r  n a m e  y o u  m a y  g i v e  i t ,  w h a t e v e r  f o r m  y o u  c l o t h  i t  i n ,  k n o w  t h a t  

y o u  b u t  d e s i g n a t e  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e  C h u r c h e s  h a v e  d e s e c r a t e d ,  b u t  w h i c h  f i n d s  

i t s  b r i l l i a n t  t a b e r n a c l e  i n  t h e  h u m a n  c o n s c i e n c e ,  y o u  b u t  d i s c l o s e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

t h e  i n f i n i t e  p e r f e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  B e i n g  o f  B e i n g s . ”

A .  K .

, • (To be continued.)

THE MAGHS OF CHITTAGONG.
A MONG the late visitors to Head-quarters was Babu Krishna Chun

der Chowdry of Chittagong, whom Colonel Olcott met lately in 
Ceylon, and invited to stay for a few days at Adyar, and whose labours 
on behalf of the little isolated community of Buddhists to which 
lie  belongs are probably known to the readers of the Theosophist, 
as well as the fact that this small community is the only representative 
of the Southern Buddhist Church in India. There is something pathetic 
and romantic in the cause which the Babu represents,—that of a people, 
once the rulers of the country, and now dwindled to an insignificant num
ber, and sunk in poverty and ignorance by reason of the vicissitudes of 
t i m e  and conquest. Krishna Babu’s chief object in addressing himself 
to  Colonel Olcott now, was to get some European gentlemen to take up 
liis people’s cause, and go with him to Chittagong, and help him to 
grouse interest on behalf of the Maghs there and elsewhere. But, 
unfortunately, Colonel Olcott *was quite unable to give him this help 
just at present, as Europeans are very much wanted for Theosophical 
w o r k  itself. The Chittaigong district, including Hill tracts, lies east of the 
mouths of the Ganges near the border of Burmah, and its total popula
tion is about 1,300,000, the bulk of which consists of Hindus and Maho-

medans, for the Magh community which Krishna Babu represents num
bers only about 180,000.* Of these some 100,000 dwell in the hills, and the 
balance, some 80,000, in the low country. Of this number 30,000 speak 
Burmese and 50,000 Bengali. It is more particularly in the interest of the 
latter 50,000, known as Barna Maghs, that Krishna Babu is and has for 
the last 12 years been working. The Hill tribes come under the fostering 
care of Government, whose excellent policy, it is to endeavour to help the 
more neglected and backward of the inhabitants of India, who, indeed, 
are very often little better than savages, and receive no sympathy or 
assistance from their more fortunate brethren of the civilized districts. 
Isolated socially from the bulk of the population, and in constant in
tercourse with the Hill dwellers, the Maghs of the planes are in reality 
more upon the intellectual and moral level of their relations of the 
Hills than oji that of the surrounding Hindu and Mahornedan popula
tion. Therefore, although nothing could be fairer at first sight than to 
tell the Maghs of the planes, as the Government now does, “ You are 
not Hill tribes, isolated from the regular means of education, that you. 
can expect especial favors ; you are at liberty to take advantage of all 
educational facilities on equal terms with your Mahornedan and Hindi* 
n e ig h b o u r s s t i l l ,  a little closer examination shows that under the 
apparent similarity of circumstances, there lurks a great inequality of 
condition, for the Maghs are far poorer and more ignorant than the 
other citizens, and the home training, so great a preparation for, and 
assistance to schooling, is wanting in their case, just as it is in that of 
their wilder brethren of the Hills. The present Maghs are a mixed 
race, a combination of former Arakanese conquerors and Bengalee 
women. They are described as a lively, enterprising, good-tempered, 
and intelligent people, and (be it said without offence) if the Babu may 
be taken as representing the characteristics of his people this certainly 
must be the case.

One excellent sign of this little community is their desire for 
education, and it is in furtherance more immediately of this object that 
Krishna Babu is now directing his energies. Eighteen months ago he 
suspended the publication of his paper the Baudda Bandit, “ Friend of 
Buddhists.”f  Obtained two years leave of absence from the Govern
ment, since then renewed, and set out on a journey through Burmah and 
Siam for the purpose of raising voluntary subscriptions towards his very 

; laudable object of raising his people through education. In this project 
' he has not been successful, for although he was everywhere received with 
honorable attention, he found that money, the object of his tour, was

• the one thing that people would not give him. Sympathy he received 
. in abundance, but shekels he could not get, even for the love of the 
Lord Buddha. From Siam he went to Ceylon, where he had heard that

# The Governm ent census m akes the number som ewhat less as it does nofc 
‘ include those absent in em ploym ent, out of Chittagong.

f  He intends to recommence its issue on his return home.



d* new life had eiitered the people ; but there, too, he found tliat every 
refortfiei4 had ‘liiswOrk but otit for him at home ; and he is now on the 
Tray to-Galciitta to tl*y t6 interest the Government in the cause of his 
peopl#'y and having sb manfully- and yet so vainly, endeavoured to effect 
his ptii*f)os  ̂by self-help, we certainly think that he deserves encourage- 
inent and at least a patient hearing and a candid consideration of requests. 
Even now, 'the laid he asks is not a nursing such as the Hill tribes'and 
the newly conquered Burmese receive, but of the nature of self-help* 
for he and his people intend to petition for the passing of certain mea
sures, which, though dependent upon the authority of the Government, 
lay almost'the whole burden of their improvement upon the people 
themselves ; who, however, according to Krishna Babu(who is the leading 
man of the community) are perfectly willing to bear it. Krishna Babu 
informs tis that Sir A. W. Croft has been a kind friend to his people all 
along, and that it has been chiefly through his influence and patronage 
that the Maghs have obtained the advantages they have in regard
to education. ‘
i j ■. . .

With regard to Krishna Babu himself, his large-hearted and courage
ous and persistent championship of his little community during the last 
twelve years is well known to Indians, and has gained him general 
respect and good-will, for it is understood in this country that all the 
advancement and progress his community has made of late years have 
been due to his exertions. It was he who urged Col. Olcott to visit his 
people, and .who, in 1887, when the Colonel was in Chittagong, took 

 ̂ him up the river in an open canoe to Pahantali to lecture on Budd
hism. The Maghs came swarming in from the whole adjacent country 
to hear and enthusiastically welcome him. He now implores Col. 
Olcott to come and make the tour of the district.

PINGALA-UPANISHAD OF SUKLA-YAJUR-VEDA.

(Translated by Kumbakonam, T. S.)

O M : Pingala having served under Yagnyavalkya for 12 years, asked 
him to initiate him into the mysteries of Kaivalya (lit., isolation, 

Tor hence salvation). To which Yagnyavalkya replied thus : Oh disciple, 
at first this universe was Sat (Be-ness) only. It (Sat) is spoken of 
as Brahm, which is always free from the trammels of matter, which is 
changeless,which is Truth, Wisdom and Bliss, and which is full, permanent 
and one only without a second. In it existed a Mulaprakriti as (delu- 
sionary as the conception of) water in a desert, silver in the mother- 
of-pearl, a person in a pillar, or color, &c., in crystals having in equal 
proportions the gunas of red,1 white and black, and being beyond Yak 
t(the power of speech). That which is reflected in it is Sakshi Chaitanya 
-(lit., the witness consciousness). It (Mulaprakriti) undergoing evolu-

(1) liapis, Satwa aud Thamas.

tion became with ilie preponderance of Satwa (in it), Avarana1 Sakti 
named Avyakta. That which is reflected in it (Avyakta) is Iswara 
Chaitanya (Iswara-consciousness). He (Iswara) has Maya under his 
control, is omniscient, the original cause of creation, preservation and 
dissolution and the seed of this universe. He causes the whole universe 
which, was latent in him, to manifest itself through the bonds of Karma 
of all creatures just as the folds of a painted canvass are unfurled. 
Again, through the extinction of their Karma, he wraps it up. In him 
alone is latent all the universe wrapped up like a painted cloth. Then 
from Avarana Sakti, dependent on (appertaining to) Iswara, arose 
through the preponderance of Raja-Guna, Yikshepa2 Sakti called Mahat. 
That which is reflected in it is Hiranyagarbha Chaitanya (consciousness). 
Presiding (as he does) over Mahat ho (Hiranyagharba) has a body 
both manifested and not manifested. From Yikshhepa Sakti of Hirany
agarbha arose through the preponderance of Tamas the gross Sakti called 
Ahankara (I-am-ness). That which is reflected in it is Yirat-Chaitaniya. 
He (Yirat) presiding over it (Ahankara) and possessing a manifested 
body becomes Yishnu (lit., pervader), the chief purusha and protector of 
all gross bodies. From that Atma arose Akas, from Akas arose Yayu, from 
Yayu Agni, from Agni Ap (water), and from Ap Prithivi (earth). The 
five Tanmantras (rudimentary properties) are the gunas.That agent of the 
universe (Iswara) wishing to create and having assumed Thamo-guna, 
wanted to convert the elements which were subtle Tanmantras into gross 
ones. In order to create the universe he divided into two parts each of 
these divisible elements ; and having divided each moiety into four parts, 
made a five-fold mixture, each element having a moiety of its own origi
nal element and one-fourth of a moiety of each of the other elements, 
and thus evolved the five-fold classified gross elements, the many myri
ads of Brahmandas (Brahma’s egg or macrocosm), the fourteen worlds 
pertaining to each sphere and the spherical gross bodies fit for the (res
pective) worlds. Having divided the Raja’s-essence of the five elements 
into four parts, he out of three such parts created Pranas (vital airs) 
having five-fold function. Again out of the (remaining) fourth part he 
created the Karmendriyas (organs of action). Having divided their 
Satwa-essence into four parts, he out of three such parts created Antah- 
karanas (internal organs) having five-fold functions. Out of the (remain
ing) fourth part of Satwa-essence he created the Gnanendriyas (the 
organs of sense). Out of the collective totality of Satwa-essence he 
created the Devatas (gods) that preside overlndriyas (organs of sense and 
action).These (Devatas) he created, locating them in the spheres pertain
ing to them. They, through his orders, began to pervade the macrocosm. 
Through his orders Yirat working through Ahankara created all the 
gross things. Through his orders Hiranyagarbha protected the subtle

1 ( 1 )  A v a r a n a  S a k t i  l i t e r a l l y  m e a n s  s c r e e n i n g  p o w e r .  T h i s  i s  i t  t h a t  p r o d u c e s
• e g o i s m .  I t  m a y  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  i n v o l u t i n g  p o w e r  o r  c e n t r i p e t a l  f o r c e .

(2) V iksliepa Sakti (lit.) is tlie distending power. It may be called the evoluting  
I lower or ceulrifngHl force.



t h i n g s .  W i t h o u t  h im  t h e y  t h a t  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  s p h e r e s  w e r e  

u n a b l e  t o  m o v e  o r  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g .  T h e n  h e  w i s h e d  t o  i n f u s e  C h e t h a n a  

( i n t e l l i g e n c e )  in t o  t h e m .  H a v i n g  b r o k e n  o p e n  B r a h m a n d a  ( B r a h m a ’s  

e g g  o r  m ic r o c o s m )  a n d  t h e  B r a h m a r a n d r a  ( h e a d - f o n t a n e l l e )  i n  a l l  t h e  

'm ic r o c o s m ic  h e a d s ,  h e  e n t e r e d  w i t h i n .  T h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  ( a t  f i r s t )  i n e r t ,  

t h e y  w e r e  t h e n  a b le  t o  p e r f o r m  k a r m a s  l i k e  b e i n g s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  T h e  

o m n i s c i e n t  I s w a r a  e n t e r e d  t h e  m ic r o c o s m i c  b o d ie s  w i t h  a  p a r t i c l e  o f  

M a y a ,  a n d  b e i n g  d e lu d e d  b y  t h a t  M a y a  a c q u ir e d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  J i v a .  I d e n t i 

f y i n g  t h e  t h r e e  b o d ie s  a s  h i m s e l f ,  h e  a c q u ir e d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a c t o r  a n d  

ie n jo y e r .  H a v i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  J a g r a t a  ( w a k i n g ) ,  S w a p n a  ( d r e a m i n g ) ,  

S u s h u p t i  ( d r e a m le s s  s l e e p ) ,  t r a n c e  a n d  d e a t h  a n d  b e i n g  im m e r s e d  i n  

B o r ro w  l i k e  w a t e r - l i f t s ,  h e  i s  w h i r l e d  a b o u t  l i k e  a  p o t t e r ’s  w h e e l  b e i n g  

s u b j e c t  t o  b i r t h  a n d  d e a t h .

A d h y a y a  I I .

P i n g a l a  a g a i n  a d d r e s s e d  Y a g n y a v a l k y a  t h u s  : H o w  d id  I s w a r a ,  

w h o  i s  t h e  c r e a t o r ,  p r e s e r v e r ,  a n d  d e s t r o y e r  o f  a l l  t h e  w o r l d s  a n d  t h e  

l o r d  o f  a l l ,  a c q u ir e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  J i v a  ? T o  w h i c h  Y a g n y a v a l k y a  r e p l i e d  : 

I  s h a l l  g i v e  o u t  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  J i v a  a n d  E s w a r a ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  g r o s s ,  s u b t l e  a n d  k a r a n a  

( c a u s a l )  b o d ie s .  H e a r  a t t e n t i v e l y  w i t h  o n e  m in d .

I s w a r a  h a v i n g  t a k e n  a  s m a l l  p a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  f i v e - f o l d  M a h a - b h u t a s  

( e l e m e n t s )  m a d e  i n  r e g u l a r  o r d e r  t h e  g r o s s  b o d ie s ,  b o t h  c o l l e c t i v e  

a n d  s e g r e g a t e .  T h e  s k u l l ,  s k in ,  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s ,  b o n e ,  f l e s h  a n d  n a i l s  

a r e  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  P r i t h i v i  ( e a r t h ) .  B lo o d ,  u r in e ,  s a l i v a ,  s w e a t  a n d  

o t h e r s  a r e  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  A p  ( w a t e r ) .  H u n g e r ,  t h i r s t ,  h e a t ,  d e l u s i o n  

a n d  c o p u la t io n  a r e  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  A g n i .  W a l k i n g ,  l i f t i n g ,  b r e a t h i n g  

a n d  o t h e r s  a r e  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  Y a y u .  P a s s i o n ,  a n g e r ,  & c ., a r e  o f  t h e  

e s s e n c e  o f  A k a s .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  h a v i n g  t o u c h  a n d  o t h e r s  i s  

t h i s  g r o s s  b o d y  t h a t  i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  K a r m a ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  s e a t  o f  

e g o i s m  d u r i n g  y o u t h  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  t h a t  i s  t h e  a b o d e  o f  m a n y  

s in s .  T h e n  h e  c r e a t e d  P r a n a  ( v i t a l  a i r s )  f r o m  o u t  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t h r e e  

p a r t s  o f  R a j a s - e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  f i v e - f o l d  d i v i d e d  e l e m e n t s .  T h e  m o d i f ic a 

t i o n s  o f  P r a n a  a r e  P r a n a ,  A p a n a ,  V y a n a ,  U d a n a  a n d  S a m a n a i ,  N a g a ,

' K r u n a ,  K r ik a r a ,  D e v a d a t t a  a n d  D h a n a n j a y a  a r e  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  p r a n a s .  

( T o  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e )  h e a r t ,  t h e  a n u s ,  n a v e l ,  t h r o a t  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  a r o  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  s e a t s .  T h e n  h e  c r e a t e d  t h e  K a r m e n d r i y a s  f r o m  o u t  t h o  

f o u r t h  p a r t  o f t h e  R a j a s - g u n a  o f  A k a s  a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e  m o u t h ,  l e g s ,  

h a n d s ,  o r g a n s  o f  s e c r e t io n  a n d  t h e  g e n i t a l  o r g a n s  a r e  t h e i r  m o d i f i c a t io n s .  

' T a lk in g ,  w a l k i n g ,  l i f t i n g ,  e x c r e t i n g  a n d  e n j o y i n g  a r e  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s .

• L i k e w i s e  o u t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  t h r e e  p a r t s  o f  S a t w a - e s s e n c e  h e  c r e a t e d  

A n t a h k a r a n a s  ( i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ) .  A n t a h k a r a n a ,  M a n a s ,  B u d d h i ,  C h i t t a  

a n d  A h a n k a r a  a r e  i t s  m o d i f ic a t io n s .  T h o u g h t ,  c e r t a i n t y ,  m e m o r y ,  e g o i s m  

? a n d  c o n t e m p la t io n  a r e  t h e i r  f u n c t io n s .  N e c k ,  f a c e ,  n a v e l ,  h e a r t  a n d  t h o  

m id d l e  o f  t h e  b r o w  a r e  t h e i r  s e a t s .  O u t  o f  t h e  ( r e m a i n i n g )  f o u r t h  p a r t  

o f  S a t w a  e l e m e n t s  h e  c r c a t e d  t h e  G y a n e n d r y a s  ( o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ) .  E a r ,

s k in ,  e y e s ,  t o n g u e  a n d  n o s e  a r e  t h e i r  m o d i f ic a t io n s .  S o u n d , t o u c h ,  fo r m ,  

t a s t e  a n d  o d o u r  a r e  t h e i r  f u n c t io n s .  T h e  D i k  ( q u a r t e r s ) ,  V a y u ,  S u r y a  

( s u n ) ,  V a r u n a ,  A s w i n i  G o d s ,  A g n i ,  I n d r a ,  U p e n d r a ,  M r i t h y u  ( g o d  o f  

d e a t h ) ,  P r a j a p a t h i ,  M o o n , V i s h n u ,  t h e  f o u r - f a c e d  B r a h m a  a n d  S a m b u  

( S i v a )  a r e  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  d e i t i e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n s .  T h e r e  a r e  f iv e  K o s a s  

( s h e a t h s ) ,  v iz .*  A n n a m a y a ,  P r & n a m a y a ,  M a n o m a y a ,  V ig n d n a m a y a  a n d  

A n a n d a m a y a .  A n n a m a y a  S h e a t h  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  c r e a t e d  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  

o u t  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  f o o d  a n d  i s  a b s o r b e d  i n  e a r t h  w h ic h  i s  o f  t h e  f o r m  

o f  fo o d .  I t  i s  t h e  g r o s s  b o d y .  T h e  f iv e  P r a n a s  w i t h  K a r m e n d r iy a s  ( o r 

g a n s  o f  a c t i o n s )  i s  P r a n a m a y a  s h e a t h .  M a n a s  w i t h  t h e  G y a n e n i r i y a s  

( o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e )  i s  M a n o m a y a  s h e a t h .  B u d d h i  w i t h  G y a n e n d r y a s  i s  

V i g n a n a m a y a  s h e a t h .  T h e s e  t h r e e  s h e a t h s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  L i n g a  s a r i r a  

( o r  s u b t l e  b o d y ) .  ( T h a t  w h i c h  t e n d s  t o )  t h e  n o n - r e a l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  

( o f  o n e s e l f )  i s  A n a n d a m a y a  s h e a t h .  T h i a  i s  t h e  K a r a n a  b o d y .  M o r e o v e r  

t h e  f iv e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ,  t h e  f iv e  o r g a n s  o f  a c t io n ,  t h e  f iv e  P r a n a s ,  t h e  f iv e  

a k a s  a n d  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s ,  t h e  f o u r  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  A v i d y a  ( n e - s c i e n c e ) ,  

P a s s i o n ,  K a r m a  a n d  T a m a s — a l l  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e  t h i s  t o w n  o f  ( b o d y )  

V i r a t ,  u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  I s w a r a  h a v i n g  e n t e r e d  t h i s  m ic r o c o s m ic  b o d y  

a n d  h a v i n g  b u d d h i  a s  h i s  v e h i c l e ,  r e a c h e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  V i s w a .  T h e n  h e  

g o e s  b y  t h e  s e v e r a l  n a m e s  o f  V i g n a n a t m a ,  C h it h a b h a s a ,  V i s w a ,  V y a a -  

h a r ik a ,  o n e  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h e  w a k i n g  g r o s s  b o d y  a n d  o n e  g e n e r a t e d  

b y  K a r m a .  S u t r a t m a ,  u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  I s w a r a ,  h a v i n g  e n t e r e d  t h e  

m ic r o c o s m i c  s u b t l e  b o d y  a n d  h a v i n g  m a n a s  a s  h i s  v e h i c l e ,  r e a c h e s  t h e  

T a i j a s a  s t a t e .  T h e n  h e  g o e s  b y  t h e  n a m e s  o f  T a i j a s a ,  P a r t h i b h a s i k a  a n d  

t h e  o n e  b r e d  o u t  o f  d r e a m . T h e n  u n d e r  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  I s w a r a  h e  w h o  i s  

c o u p le d  w i t h  A v y a k t a  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  M a y a  h a v i n g  e n t e r e d  t h e  m ic r o c o s m i c  

K a r a n a  b o d y ,  r e a c h e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  P r a g n y a .  H e  g o e s  t h e n  b y  t h e  n a m e s  

o f  P r a g n y a ,  A v i c h c h i n n a ,  a n d  P a r a m a r t h i k a  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e r  i n  

S u s h u p t i .

S a c r e d  s e n t e n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  T a t w a m a s i  ( T h a t  a r t  t h o u ) a n d  o t h e r s ,  s p e a k  

o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  w i t h  B r a h m  o f  P a r a m a r t h i k a — J i v a  e n v e lo p e d  b y  A g n a n a ,  

w h i c h  i s  b u t  a  s m a l l  p a r t i c l e  o f  A v y a k t a .  B u t  n o  s u c h  i d e n t i t y  i s  p r e d i 

c a t e d  o f  V y a v a h a r i k a  a n d  P r a t h i b h a s i k a  ( J i v a s ) :  I t  i s  o n l y  t h a t  C h a i t a 

n y a  ( i n t e l l i g e n c e )  w h i c h  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  A n t a h k a r a n a  t h a t  c o m e s  to  h a v e  

t h e  t h r e e  s t a t e s .  W h e n  i t  a s s u m e s  t h e  t h r e e  s t a t e s  o f  J a g r a t a ,  S w a p n a  

a n d  S u s h u p t i ,  i t  b e c o m e s  d e p r e s s e d  i n  s o r r o w ,  a n d  t h o u g h  b o r n  a l i v e  i s  

l i k e  o n e  d e a d .  T h e r e  a r e  f iv e  A v a s t h a s  ( l i t .  h y p o s t a s e s ) — J a g r a t a ,  S w a p 

n a ,  S u s h u p t i ,  T r a n c e  a n d  D e a t h .  J a g r a t a  A v a s t h a  i s  t h a t  i n  w h i c h  o n e  

p e r c e i v e s  o b j e c t s  o f  s o u n d ,  & c ., t h r o u g h  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ,  e a r ,  & c ., b y  

t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  D e v a t a s  ( g o d s )  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  e a c h  o f  t h e m .  I n  i t  J i v a  

b e i n g  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  e y e b r o w s  a n d  p e r v a d i n g  f r o m  h e a d  t o  f o o t ,  

b e c o m e s  t h e  a g e n t  o f  a l l  a c t io n s ,  s u c h  a s  d o in g ,  h e a r in g  a n d  o t h e r s .  H e  

b e c o m e s  a l s o  t h e  e n j o y e r  o f  t h e  f r u i t s  t h e r e o f  ; a n d  s h o u ld  h e  b e  a  p e r s o n  

d o i n g  K a r m a  f o r  t h e  f r u i t s  t h e r e o f ,  h e  e n j o y s  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  a c t io n s  i n  

o t h e r  w o r ld s .  L i k e  a n  E m p e r o r  t i r e d  o f  w o r l d l y  a c t s  ( i n  t h e  w a k i n g  

s t a t e ) ,  h e  s t r i v e s  to  t in d  t b e  p a t h  t o  r e t i r e  in fo) h is  a b o d e  ( w i t h i n ) .  T h e



S w a p n a  A v a s t h a  i s  t h a t  in  w h i c h  w h e n  t h e  s e n s e s  a r e  a t  r e s t  th e r o '  

i s  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n j o y e r  a n d  t h e  e n j o y e d ,  w h i c h  a r e  ( m e r e l y )  

t h e 1 a f f in i t i e s  o f  t h i n g s  e n j o y e d  i n  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e .  I n  t h i s  s t a t e  V i s w a ,  

i t s  a c t io n s  i n  the» w a k i n g  s t a t e  h a v i n g  c e a s e d ,  r e a c h e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  T a i - 

j& sa,: Whb m o v e s ' i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  N a d i s  ( n e r v e s ) ,  i l l u m i n a t e s  b y  h is .  

l u s t r e  t h e  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  o f  t h i s  u n i v e r s e ,  w h i c h  i s  ( a l s o )  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

a f f in i t i e s ,  a n d  h i m s e l f  e n j o y s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  w i l l  ( s h a p e d  b y  h i s  p r e v i o u s  

K a r i n a ) . ’ T h e  S u s h u p t i  A v a s t h a  i s  t h a t  i n  w h i c h  c h i t t a  i s  t h e  s o le  

a r g a n  ( a t  p l a y ) .  J u s t  a s  a  b i r d  t i r e d  o f  r o a m in g  f l i e s  t o  i t s  n e s t  w i t h  

i t s  ‘s t o m a c h  f i l l e d ,  s o  J i v a  b e i n g  t i r e d  o f  t h e  a c t io n s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  i n  t h e  

w a k i n g  a n d  d r e a m in g  s t a t e s ,  e n t e r s  A g n a n a  a n d  e n j o y s  b l i s s .  T r a n c e  i s  

t h a t  s t a t e  w h i c h  r e s e m b l e s  d e a t h ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  o n e  w i t h  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  

6f  o r g a n s  q u a i l s  t h r o u g h  f e a r  a n d  A g n a n a  ( n o n - w i s d o m )  l i k e  o n e  b e a t e n  

U n e x p e c t e d l y  b y  a  w o o d e n  h a m m e r ,  c lu b s  o r  o t h e r s .  T h e n  D e a t h  

A v a s t h a ; i s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  A v a s t h a s  o f  J a g r a t a ,  S w a p n a ,  

S u s h u p t i  a n d  T r a n c e ,  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  f e a r  i n  a l l  J i v a s ,  f r o m  B r a h m  

d o w n  t o  s m a l l  i n s e c t s  a n d  w h i c h  d i s s o l v e s  t h e  g r o s s  b o d ie s .  T h e  J i v k  

t h a t  i s  ( n o w )  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  A v i d y a  ( n e - s c i e n c e )  a n d  s u b t l e  e l e m e n t s ,  

t a k e s  w i t h  i t  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  K a r m a s  t o g e t h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e  a n d  

a c t io n ;  t h e n  a f f in i t i e s  a n d  P r a n a s ,  a n d  g o e s  t o  a n o t h e r  w o r ld  a s s u m i n g  

a n o t h e r  b o d y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  a c t io n s  o f  p r e v io u s  K a r m a s  t h e  J i v a  

h a s  n o  r e s t  l i k e  a n  i n s e c t  in  a  w h ir lp o o l .  T h e  d e s i r e  o f  M o k s h a  ( e m a n c i 

p a t i o n )  a r i s e s  i n  m e n  ( o n l y )  a f t e r  m a n y  b ir t h s  t h r o u g h  e x c e s s  o f  g o o d ‘ 

K a r m a ;  T h e n  h a y i n g  f o u n d  o u t  a  g o o d  g u r u  a n d  s e r v e d  u n d e r  h i m  f o r  a  

l o n g  t i m e ,  o n e  i n  m a n y  a t t a i n  M o k s h a  f r e e  f r o m  b o n d a g e .  O n e  a t t a i n s  

b o n d a g e  t h r o u g h  n o n - i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  M o k s h a  t h r o u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

T h e r e f o r e  h e  s h o u ld  a l w a y s  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  ( s u c h  m a t t e r s ) .  

T h e  r e a l i t y  s h o l i l d  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  A d h y a r o p a  ( i l l u s o r y  a t t r i b u 

t i o n )  a n d  A b h a v a d  ( w i t h d r a w a l  o r  r e c e s s i o n ) .  T h e r e f o r e  h e  s h o u ld  

a l w a y s  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  e n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  J iv a ,  u n i v e r s e  a n d  P a r a m a t m a .  

W e r e  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  J i v a  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s e  k n o w n  t h e n  w h a t  r e 

m a in s  i s  B r a h m ,  w h i c h  i s  n o  o t h e r  t h a n  P r a t h i a g  ( A t m a  o r  P a r a m a t m a ) .

A d h y a y a  I I I .

T h e n  P i n g a l a  a s k e d  Y a g n y a v a l k y a  t o  o f f e r  a n  e x p o s i t i o n  o n  

t h e  M a h a v a k y a s  ( t h e  s a c r e d  s e n t e n c e s  o f  t h e  V e d a s ) .  T o  w h ic h  Y a g -  

n y a v a l k y a  r e p l i e d : — O n e  s h o u l d  r e a l i z e  ( t h e  s a c r e d  s e n t e n c e s )  T h a t h w a -  

m a s i  ( T h a t  a r t  t h o u ) ,  T h w a m t h a d a s i  ( T h o u  a r t  t h a t ) ,  T h w a m b r a h -  

m a s m i  ( T h o u  a r t  B r a h m ) ,  a n d  A h a m b r a h m a s m i  ( I a m  B r a h m ) .  T h o  

w o r d  “  T h a t h ”  d e n o t e s  t h a t  c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  w h i c h  i s  l a t e n t  b e 

y o n d  p e r c e p t io n ,  h a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  o m n is c i e n c e ,  h a s  M a y a  a s  h i s  

V e h ic le  a n d  h a s  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  S a c h i t h a n a n d a  ( B e - n e s s ,  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

a n d ’b l i s s ) .  I t  i s  h o  t h a t  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  the> n o t io n  “  I , ” w h i c h  h a s  t h e  d i f 

f e r e n t i a t e d  k n o w l e d g e  p r o d u c e d  b y  A n t a h k a r a n a  ( t h e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n ) ,  

a n d  i t  i s  h e  t h a t  d e n o t e s  t h e  w o r d  u T l iw a m  ( t h o u ) .  T h a t  i s  t h e  u n d i f f e r 

e n t i a t e d  B r a h m  w h ic h  r e m a in s  a s  t h e  a im  ( o r  m e a n in o r )  o f  th e  w o n i s  

T h a t h  a n d  T w a m  a f t e r  f r e e i n g  i t s e l f  f r o m  M a y a  a u d  A v H y a ,  w h ic l i  arp

r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  u p a d h i s  o f  P a r a m a t m a  a n d  J i v a t m a .  T h e  e n q u i r y  i n t o  

t h e  ( r e a l )  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  T h a t h w a m a s i  a n d  A h a m b r a h -  

m a s m i  f o r m s  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  S r a v a n a  ( h e a r i n g — t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  e n 

q u i r y ) .  T o  r e f l e c t  i n  s o l i t u d e  o n  t h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  S r a v a n a  i s  M a n a n a .  

T h e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  t h e  m in d  w i t h  o n e  f ix e d n e s s  u p o n  t h a t  w h i c h  

s h o u ld  b e  s o u g h t  a f t e r  b y  S r a v a n a  a n d  M a n a n a  i s  N id h id h y a s a n a .  S a 

m a d h i  i s  t h a t  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  C h i t t a  ( f i t t i n g  t h o u g h t )  h a v i n g  g i v e n  

u p  ( t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f )  t h e  m e d i t a t o r  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n ,  

b e c o m e s  o f  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  m e d i t a t e d  l i k e  a  l a m p  in  a  p la c e  w i t h o u t  w i n  d  

T h e n  a r i s e  t h e  m o d i f ic a t io n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  A t m a .  S u c h  ( m o d i f i c a t i o n s )  

c a n n o t  b e  k n o w n ; b u t  t h e y  c a n  o n l y  b e  i n f e r r e d  t h r o u g h ,  m e m o r y  ( o f  

S a m a d h i  s t a t e ) .  T h e  m y r ia d s  o f  K a r m a s  c o m m it t e d  i n  t h i s  b e g i n -  

n i n g l e s s  c y c l e  o f  r e - b i r t h s  a r e  a n n i h i l a t e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e m .  T h r o u g h  

s k i l l  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  n e c t a r 1 a l w a y s  r a in s  d o w n  i n  d iv e r s ©  

W a y s .  T h e r e f o r e  t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  Y o g a  c a l l  t h i s  S a m a d h i  a s  D h a r m a  

c lo u d s .  W h e n  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  ( m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  A t m a )  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

a f f in i t i e s  a r e  a b s o r b e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  b a la n c e  w h a t e v e r ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  g o o d  

a n d  b a d  K a r m a s  a r e  w h o l l y  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e s e  s e n t e n c e s  ( T h a t h w a m a s i  

a n d  A h a m b r a h m a s m i )  l i k e  t h e  f r u i t  o f  Euphorbia pilulifera i n  t h e  p a l m  

o f  t h e  h a n d  b r i n g  h i m  f a c e  t o : f a c e  w i t h  t h e  u l t im a t e  (reality) t h o u g h  

b e f o r e  i n v i s i b l e .  T h e n  h e . b e c o m e s  a  J i v a n m u k h t a  ( a n  emancipated p e r 

s o n ) .  I s w a r a  w i s h e d  t o  p r o d u c e  in v o l u t io n ,  i n  th e .  f iv e - f o ld  differentiated 
e l e m e n t s .  H a v i n g  d r a w n  i n t o v t h e i r  c a u s e  B r a h m a ’s  e g g  a n d  i t s  effects o f  

w o r ld s ,  h e  m i x e d  t o g e t h e r  t h e  s u b t l e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e  a n d  a c t io n  a n d  t h e  

f o u r  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  d i s s o l v e s  a l l  t h i n g s  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  i n t o  

t h e i r  c a u s e  t h e  f i v e  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e n  c a u s e s  P r i t h v i  ( e a r t h )  t o  m e r g e  

i n t o  w a t e r ,  w a t e r  i n t o  A g n i ,  A g n i  i n t o  V a y u ,  a n d  V a y u  into A k a s ,  

A k a s  i n t o  A h a n k a r a ,  A h a n k a r a  in t o  M a h a t ,  M a h a t  i n t o  A v y a k t a ,  a n d  

A v y a k t a  i n t o  P u r u s h a  i n  r e g u l a r  o r d e r .  V i r a t ,  H i r a n y a g a r b h a  a n d  

I s w a r a  b e i n g  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  M a y a ,  a r e  a b s o r b e d  in t o  P a r a m 

a t m a .  T h i s  g r o s s  b o d y  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t ia t e d  e l e m e n t s  

a n d  o b t a in e d  t h r o u g h  K a r m a ,  i s  m e r g e d  i n t o  i t s  s u b t l e  s t a t e  t h r o u g h  t h o  

e x t i n c t i o n  o f  b a d  K a r m a  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  g o o d  K a r m a ,  t h e n  a t t a i n s  

i t s  K a r m a  ( c a u s a l )  s t a t e ,  a n d  ( f i n a l l y )  i s  a b s o r b e d  in t o  i t s  ( K a r m a ’s >  

c a u s e ,  ( v i z . , )  P r a t y a g a t m a  o r  K t i t a s t h a .  V i s w a ,  T a i j a s a  a n d  , P r a g n y a  

t h e n  U p a d h i  ( A v i d y a )  h a v i n g  b e c o m e  e x t i n c t  a r e  a b s o r b e d  i n  P r a t y a 

g a t m a .  T h i s  s p h e r e  ( o f  u n i v e r s e )  b e i n g  b u r n t  u p  b y  t h e  f ir e  o f  G y a n a  

( w i s d o m ) ,  a r e  a b s o r b e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  c a u s e s  in t o  P a r a m a t m a .  

T h e r e f o r e  a B r a h m a n  s h o u ld  b e  c a r e f u l  a n d  s h o u ld  a l w a y s  m e d i t a t e  

u p o n  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  T h a t h  a n d  T h w a m .  T h e n  A t m a  shinea l i k e  t h e  s u n  

f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  ( o b s c u r a t io n  o f  t h e )  c lo u d s .  O n e  should m e d i t a t e  u p o n  

A t m a  l i k e  a la m p  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  h o l l o w  v e s s e l .  H e  s h o u l d  m e d i t a t e  

u p o n  A t m a  t h e  K u t a s t h a  a s  b e i n g  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  t h u m b ,  a s  b e i n g  o f  t h e

(1) In  Samadhi (astral) nectar flows from the head down, which tho Yo«ria drink
cjurmg thafc state and whiqh gives them infinite bliss. g

(2 ) Viz.; like clouds pouring their contents-always, - . ■



t i a t u r e  o f  J y o t i s  (lig * Iit)  w i t h o u t  s m o k e ,  a s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  a l l  w i t h i n  a n d  

a s  b e in g  i n d e s t r u c t ib l e .  T h a t  M u n i  ( s a g e )  w h o  m e d i t a t e s  ( u p o n  A t m a  

a lw a y fe )  u n t i l  s l e e p  o r  d e a t h  c o m e s  u p o n  h i m  p a s s e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

( J i v a n m u k t i )  e m a c ip a t io n ,  w h e n  t h i s  b o d y  i s  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  t i m e  a n d  

a t t a i n s  d i s e m b o d ie d  e m a n c ip a t io n  l i k e  t h e  im m o v e a b le  s t a t e  a t t a i n e d  b y  

‘w in d .  '• T h e n  t h e r e  r e m a in s  t h a t  o n e  ( B r a h m )  w i t h o u t  s o u n d ,  t o u c h ,  

f o r m ,; d e s t r u c t io n ,  t a s t e  o r  o d o r  w h ic h  i s  u n c o n d i t io n e d ,  w h i c h  i s  w i t h 

o u t  b e g in n in g  o r  e n d ,  w h i c h  i s  b e y o n d  t h e  T a t w a  o f  M a h a t ,  & c ., a n d  
w h ic h  i s  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  w i t h o u t  s t a i n  o n  d i s e a s e .

A dhyaya IV .

T h e n  Y a g n y a v a l k y a  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  P i n g a l a  t h u s  T o  t h e  w i s e  

w h a t  i s  K a r m a  ? A n d  h o w  i s  t h e i r  s t a t e  P T o  w h ic h  Y a g n y a v a l k y a  

r e p l i e d : — A  l o v e r  o f  M o k s h a  h a v i n g  h u m il i t y *  a n d  o t h e r  p o s s e s s io n s  

( o r  v i r t u e s ) ,  i s  a b le  t o  c o n f e r  s p i r i t u a l  g o o d  o n  ( o r  e m a n c i p a t e )  21 
g e n e r a t io n s .  O n e  t h r o u g h  h i s  b e i n g  a  B r a h m a n t h *  a lo n e  i s  a b le  t o  

c o n f e r  s p i r i t u a l  g o d d  o n  101 g e n e r a t io n s .  K n o w  A t m a  t o  b e  t h e  p e r s o n  

s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c h a r io t  a n d  t h i s  b o d y  a s  t h e  c h a r io t .  K n o w  ( a l s o )  B u d d h i  

a s  t h e  c h a r io t  d r i v e r  a n d  M a n a s  a s  t h e  r e in s .  T h e  w i s e  s a y  t h e  s e n s u a l  

o r g a n s  a r e  t h e  h o r s e s ,  t h e  s e n s u a l  o b j e c t s  a r e  t h e  p a t h s  ( t h r o u g h  w h i c h  

t h e  h o r s e s  t r a v e l )  a n d  t h e  h e a r t  i s  t h e  m o v i n g  t h r o n e .  M a h a r s h i s  s a y  

t h a t  A t m a  w h e n  c o u p le d  w i t h  t h e  s e n s u a l  o r g a n s  a n d  m a n a s  i s  t h e  

e n j o y e r .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  N a r a y a n a  a lo n e  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  i n  t h e  h e a r t .  

T i l l  h i s  P r a r a b d h a  K a r m a 3 i s  w o r n  o u t  h e  e x i s t s  ( i n  t h i s  b o d y ) ,  a s  

i n  t h e  c a s t  o f f  s l o u g h  o f  a  s e r p e n t  ( w i t h o u t  a n y  d e s ir e  f o r  t h e  b o d y ) .  

A n  e m a n c ip a t e d  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  s u c h  a  b o d y  r o v e s  a b o u t  l i k e  a  m o o n  

( w i t h o u t  i n j u r y i n g  a n y o n e )  w i t h  n o  s e t t l e d  p la c e  o f  a b o d e .  H e  g i v e s  

u p  h i s  ( g h o s t  o f  a )  b o d y  e i t h e r  i n  a  s a c r e d  p la c o  o r  in  a  C h a n d a la ’s  

( o u t c a s t e  s )  h o u s e  ( w i t h o u t  a n y  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  w h a t e v e r )  a n d  a t t a i n s  

s a l v a t i o n .  S u c h  a  b o d y  ( w h e n  s e e n  b y  p e r s o n s )  s h o u ld  b e  o f f e r e d  a s  

a  s a c r i f i c e  t o  D i k  ( t h e  q u a r t e r s )  o r  s h o u ld  b e  b u r ie d  ( u n d e r g r o u n d ) .  

I t  i s  o n l y  t o  t h e  w i s e  t h a t  S a n y a s a  ( r e n u n c ia t io n )  i s  o r d a in e d  a n d  

n o t  t o  o t h e r s .  I n  c a s e  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  S a n y a s i  ( a s c e t i c )  w h o  i s  

o f  t h e  f o r m  ( o r  h a s  a t t a in e d  t h e  n a t u r e )  o f  B r a h m ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  

p o l l u t i o n  ( t o  b e  o b s e r v e d ) .  T o  h i m  n o  c e r e m o n i e s  o f  f ir e  ( a s  b u r n in g  

t h e  b o d y ,  H o m a ,  & c .)  a r e  r e q u ir e d .  N o r  p in d a  ( b a l l s  o f  r i c e ) ,  n o r  

c e r e m o n i e s  o f  w a t e r ,  n o r  t h e  p e r io d ic a l  c e r e m o n ie s  ( m o n t h l y  a n d  

y e a r l y ) .  J u s t  a s  a  s u b s t a n c e  o n c e  b u r n t  i s  n o t  a g a in  e x p o s e d  t o  f ir e ,  s o  

i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  ( a  b o d y )  w h i c h  w a s  b u r n t  ( b y  t h e  f ir e  o f  w i s d o m )  

s h o u ld  b e  e x p o s e d  t o  f ir e  a g a in .  T o  o n e  w h o s e  b o d y  w a s  b u r n t  b y  

t h e  f ir e  o f  w i s d o m  t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  S r a d d h a 4 ( r e q u ir e d  t o  b e  p e r -

( 1 ) Humility and other virtues. Twenty in numher, are described in Bhagavadgita. 
Chapter X III. 6  ■

r (2) There are four elapses of Brahmagyanees, of which this is one.
-(3) That portion of past Karma which is being enjoyed in this life.
:.(4) Lit. th a t which is done with faith. Now applied to yearly ceremonies pen 

formed m honor of the departed. Monthly ceremonies, balls of rice &c are the' 
ceremonies usually performed hy the Hindus to tho departed. * \ >

f o r m e d ) ,  n o r  ( f u n e r a l )  c e r e m o n ie s .  S o  lo n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  th e . U p a d h i  ( o f  

n o n - w is d o m  i n )  o n e ,  s o  l o n g  s h o u ld  o n e  s e r v e  t h e  G u r u . H e  s h o u l d  

c o n d u c t  h i m s e l f  t o w a r d s  h i s  G u r u ’s  w i f e  a n d  c h i ld r e n  a s  h e  d o e s  t o  

h s i  G u r u .  I f  h e ,  b e i n g  o f  a  p u r e  tn in d ,  o f  th o  n a t u r e  o f  im m a c u la t e  

C h i t h  ( c o n s c i o u s n e s s )  a n d  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  h a v i n g  t h e  d o s c r im i  n a t io n  a r i s i n g  

f r o m  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  w is d o m  “ I  a m  H e , ”  s h o u ld  c o n c e n t r a t e  h ia  

h e a r t  o n  P a r a m a t m a  a n d  o b t a in  f ir m  p e a c e  in  h is  b o d y ,  t h e n  h e  b e c o m e s  

o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  J y o t i s  ( l i g h t )  d e v o id  o f  M a n a s  a n d  B u d d h i .  O f  w h a t  

a v a i l  i s  m i l k  t o  o n o  w h o  ( a l w a y s  d r in k s  a n d )  i s  c o n t e n t  w i t h  n e c t a r  ?  

O f  w h a t  a v a i l  a r e  t h e  Y e d a s  t o  h i m  w h o  h a s  k n o w n  h i s  A t m a  t h u s ?  

•T o  a  Y o g i  w h o  i s  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  n e c t a r  o f  w is d o m , t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  

( m o r e )  t o  b e  d o n e .  I f  h e  h a s  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e n  h e  i s  n o t  a  k n o w e r  o f  

T a t w a .  P r a t y a g a t m a ,  t h o u g h  f a r  ( d i f f i c u l t  o f  a t t a in m e n t ) ,  i s  n o t  f a r  

( t o  s e e k ) .  T h o u g h  i n  t h e  b o d y  n o t  b o d y ;  ( s in c e )  h e  i s  o m n ip r e s e n t .  

A f t e r  h a v i n g  p u r i f i e d  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  c o n t e m p la t e d  o n  t h e  o n e  w i t h o u t  

d i s e a s e  ( B r a h m ) ,  t h e  c o g n iz in g  o f  “ 1 ” a s  t h e  S u p r e m e  a n d  t h e  m a n y  

i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  b l i s s .  L ik e  w a t e r  m i x e d  w i t h  w a t e r ,  m i l k  w i t h  m i l k  

a n d  g h e e  w i t h  g h e e ,  J iv a t r n a  a n d  P a r a m a t m a  a r e  id e n t i c a l .  W h e u  

h i s  b o d y  i s  r e n d e r e d  b r i g h t  t h r o u g h  w i s d o m  a n d  h i s  B u d d h i  b e c o m e s  

o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  I n d i v i s i b l e  o n e ,  t h e n  t h e  w i s e  m a n  b u r n s  t h o  

b o n d a g e  o f  K a r m a  t h r o u g h  B r a h m a g n a n a .  T h e n  h e  b e c o m e s  p u r i 

f ie d ,  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  N o n - d u a l  o n e ,  h a v i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  P a r a m e s -  

w a r a  a n d  t h e  l i g h t  l i k e  t h e  s t a i n l e s s  A k a s .  J u s t  aB w a t e r  m ix e s  w i t h  

w a t e r ,  s o  J i v a  ( A t m a )  b e c o m e s  u p a d h i l e s s  ( o r  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  b o n d s  o f  

m a t t e r ) .  A t m a  i s  l i k e  A k a s  o f  a n  i n v i s i b l e  s iz e .  ( T h e r e f o r e )  P a r a m a t 

m a  i s  i n v i s i b l e  l i k e  A k a s .  T h o u g h  h e  i s  w i t h i n  a n d  w i t h o u t ,  h e  i s  t h e  

im m o v e a b l e  A t m a .  T h r o u g h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  w is d o m  t h e  A n t a r  ( i n t e r n a l )  

A t m a  i s  k n o w n .

A  w i s e  m a n ,  in  w h a t e v e r  p la c e  o r  m a n n e r  h e  d ie s ,  i s  a b s o r b e d  i n  

t h a t  p la c e  l i k e  t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  A k a s .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  k n o w n  t h a t  A t m a  ia  

a b s o r b e d  a s  t r u l y  a s  t h e  A k a s  i n  t h e  p o t  ( w h e n  b r o k e n ) .  T h e n  h e  a t t a i n s  

t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g  l i g h t  o f  w i s d o m  t h a t  i s  w i t h o u t  s u p p o r t .  T h o u g h  

m e n  s h o u ld  p e r f o r m  T a p a s  s t a n d i n g  o n  o n e  l e g  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  1,000 
y e a r s ,  i t  w i l l  n o t ,  i n  t h e  l e a s t ,  b e  e q u a l  t o  o n e - t e n t h  p a r t  o f  t h i s  D h y a n a  

Y o g a .  O n e  d e s i r o u s  o f  k n o w i n g  w h a t  G n a n a  ( w i s d o m )  a n d  G n a y a  ( t h e  

b b j e c t  t o  b e  k n o w n )  a r e ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b le  t o  a t t a in  h i s  d e s ir e d  e n d  e v e n  

t h o u g h  h e  m a y  s t u d y  t h e  S h a s t r a s  f o r  1 ,0 0 0  y e a r s .  A t m a  s h o u ld  b o  

k n o w n  a s  t h e  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  A k s h a r a  ( B r a h m ) .  T h e  e x i s t e n c o  ( i n  t h i s  

w o r l d )  i s  o n l y  im p e r m a n e n t .  ( T h e r e f o r e )  a f t e r  h a v in g  g iv e n  u p  ( t h e  

s t u d y  o f  t h o  m a n y  S h a s t r a s ,  o n e  s h o u l d  w o r s h ip  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  S a t y a  

( T r u t h ) .  T h e  m a n y  k a r m a s ,  p u r i t y  ( o f  m in d  a n d  h e a r t ) ,  j a p a  ( m u t -  

t e r i n g s  o f  m a n t r a s ) ,  s a c r i f i c e  a n d  p i l g r i m a g e s — a l l  t h e s o  s h o u ld  b o  

o b s e r v e d  s o  l o n g  a s  T a t w a  i s  k n o w n .  T o  M a h a t m a s  ( n o b lo  s o u l s )  

t o  b o  a l w a y s  i n  ( t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f )  “  I  a m  B r a h m ” c o n d u c e s  t o  

t h e i r  s a lv a t io n .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  c a u s e s  ( t h a t  l e a d )  t o  ’ b o n d a g e  a n d  

e m a n c ip a t io n ,  T h e y  V m in o  a m i  a u t  m in e .” . T h r o n g h  “ m i n e  *



( e g o i s m ) ,  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  b o u n d , w h e r e a s  t h r o u g h  “  n o t  m i n e ”  t h e y  a r o  

r e l e a s e d  f r o m  b o n d a g e .  W h e n  t h e  m i n d  a t t a i n s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  U n m a n i  

, ( w h e n  Mana i s  d e s t r o y e d ) ,  t h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n c e p t io n  o f  d u a l i t y .  W h e n  

t h e  U n m a n i  s t a t e  o c c u r s ,  t h e n  i s  t h e  s u p r e m e  s e a t  ( a t t a i n e d ) .  ( A f t e r  

■ w h ich ) w h e r e v e r  t h e  m in d  g o e s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s u p r e m e  s e a t  ( t o  i t ,  v i z . ,  m i n d  

g e t s  s a l v a t i o n  w h e r e v e r  i t  i s ) .  T h a t  w h i c h  i s  e q u a l  i n  a l l  i s  B r a h m .  

O n e  m a y  a t t a i n  t h e  p o w e r  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  A k a s  w i t h  h i s  f i s t .  H e  m a y  

a t t a i n  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a p p e a s e  h i s  h u n g e r  b y  t a k i n g  i n  h u s k s  ( o f  g r a i n s ) ,  

b u t  n e v e r  s h a l l  h e  a t t a i n  e m a n c ip a t io n  w h o  h a s  n o t  t h e  s e l f - c o g n i t i o n  

“  I  a m  B r a h m .”
W h o e v e r  r e c i t e s  t h i s  U p a n i s h a d  b e c o m e s  a s  im m a c u l a t e  a s  A g n i .  

H e  b e c o m e s  a s  p u r e  a s  B r a h m a .  H e  b e c o m e s  a s  p u r e  a s  Y i s h n u .  H e  

b e c o m e s  l i k e  o n e  w h o  h a s  b a t h e d  i n  a l l  t h e  h o l y  w a t e r s .  H e  b e c o m e s  

l i k e  o n e  w h o  h a s  m a s t e r e d  a l l  t h e  Y e d a s .  H e  b e c o m e s  l i k e  o n e  t h a t  h a s  

■ u n d e r g o n e  a l l  Y e d i c  o b s e r v a n c e s .  H e  g e t s  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  r e c i t a t i o n  

o f  I t i h a s a s ,1 P u r a n a s  a n d  R u d r a - M a n t r a s  a  l a k h  o f  t i m e s .  H e  b e c o m e s  

l i k e  o n e  t h a t  h a s  p r o n o u n c e d  P r a n a v a  ( O m )  t e n  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s .  H e  

p u r i f ie s  h i s  a n c e s t o r s  t e n  d e g r e e s  r e m o v e d  a n d  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s  t e n  

d e g r e e s  r e m o v e d .  H e  b e c o m e s  o n e  w h o  p u r i f ie s  a l l  t h o s e  a m o n g  w h o m  

l i e  m o v e s .  H e  b e c o m e s  a  g r e a t  p e r s o n a g e .  H e  b e c o m e s  p u r i f i e d  f r o m  

t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  a  B r a h m a n ,  t h e  d r i n k i n g  o f  a l c o h o l ,  

t h e f t  o f  g o l d  a n d  s e x u a l  c o h a b i t a t io n  w i t h  G u r u ’s  w i f e  a n d  f r o m  t h e  

Bins o f  a s s o c i a t i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  c o m m it  s u c h  s in s .  L i k e  t h e  e y e  

p e r v a d i n g  t h e  A k a s  ( s e e i n g  w i t h o u t  e f f o r t  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o v e ) ,  a  w i s e  

m a n  s e e s  ( a l w a y s )  t h e  s u p r e m e  s e a t  o f  Y i s h n u .  T h e  B r a h m a n s  w h o  

h a v e  a l w a y s  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  e y e s  w i d e  o p e n  p r a i s e  a n d  i l l u m i n a t e  i n  

d i v e r s e  w a y s  t h e  s u p r e m e  s e a t  o f  Y i s h n u .  O m  : t h i s  U p a n i s h a d  i s  

T r u t h ,

End of the Fourth Adhyaya•

O m — T a t h s a t .

THE TWO SOURCES OF VENERATION.

m H E  s e n t i m e n t  o f  v e n e r a t io n  a n d  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  a n  u n k n o w n  p o w e r  f 

A  a t  w h o s e  m e r c y  w e  f e e l  o u r s e lv e s ,  a n d  w h o m  w e  c a n  b y  n o  m e a n s  

m a k e  a c c o u n t a b le  f o r  t h e  e v i l  t h a t  b e f a l l s  u s ,  i s  s a id  t o  b e  i n h e r e n t  

i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  m a n .  T h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  o c c a s io n a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  

a r e  d e v o id  o f  t h a t  s e n t im e n t ,  o r  i n  w h o m  i t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d ; 

b u t  w i t h  t h e s e  e x c e p t i o n s  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  t r u e  t h a t  m a n  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t  

e t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  i s  a  v e n e r a t i n g  a n im a l .  T h e  o b j e c t s  o f  h i s  v e n e r 

a t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  d if f e r  c o n s id e r a b ly .  L e a v i n g  o u t  o f  c o n s id e r a t io n  t h e  

c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s . s e n t i m e n t  i s  d i v e r t e d  f r o m  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  

a n d  s p i r i t u a l  t o  t h e  p a lp a b le  a n d  w o r l d l y , — w h e n  m a n  m a k e s  a  v e r i t a b l e

(l) Xtik^as are kooks like the Jiawyaw* m i  tlie ila^abli^ata.

“  g o d ” o f  W e a l t h  o r  P l e a s u r e ,  a n d  i n  p r a c t ic e ,  i f  n o t  in  f o r m a l  r i t u a l ,  

“ b o w s  d o w n  a n d  w o r s h i p s ”  i t — t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r  v e n e r a t i n g  s p i r i t  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  s t r i k i n g .  T h e r e  i s  n o  

n e e d  t o  g o  u p  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  h i s t o r y ,  o r  t o  d i v e  in t o  t h e  m u d d y  d e p t h s  o f  

e r u d i t i o n  t o  f in d  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  ; f o r  w e  h a v e  b u t  t o  o p e n  o u r  e y e s  t o  

w h a t  i s  p a s s i n g  a r o u n d  u s  e v e r y  d a y  t o  p e r c e iv e  t h e m  in  t h e  s h a r p e s t  

c o n t r a s t .  I n s t a n c e s  t h e r e o f  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o lu m n s  o f  e v e r y  

n e w s p a p e r ,  a n d  a n y  o n e  w h o  v e n t u r e s  t o  d r a w  t h e  o b v io u s  m o r a l  f r o m  

t h e s e  in s t a n c e s ,  r u n s  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  t h o u g h t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  p r e a c h e s  

o n  t h r e a d b a r e  t e x t s .  E v e n  a t  t h a t  r i s k  w e  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  s a y  a  w o r d  

o r  t w o  u p o n  t h a t  t i m e - w o r n  s u b j e c t , — t o  p r e a c h  a  v e r y  s im p le  l i t t l e  

s e r m o n ,  w h i c h  i s  s o  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l ,  t h a t  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  

b y ,  a n d  r e f e r s  t o ,  a  c o u p le  o f  t w o  c o n t ig u o u s  p a r a g r a p h s  i n  o n e  o f  o u r  

“  e x c h a n g e s . ”

B u t  f ir s t  l e t  u s  c o n s id e r  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  r e v e r e n t i a l  

f e e l i n g .  W h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  p r o m p t s  m a n k in d  t o  p r o s t r a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  

w h e n  t h e  c h o r d s  o f  t h e i r  v e n e r a t i o n  a r e  s t r u c k  ? “  F e a r  a n d  h o p e ,”

a n s w e r s  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r ,— “ f e a r  a n d  h o p e  f o r  self a lo n e .”  A n d  b e l i e v e r s ,  

i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n f e s s  t h e  s a m e  i n  s o  m a n y  w o r d s ,  d e c la r e  i t  i n  u n m i s 

t a k a b l e  t o n e s  b y  t h e i r  r i t u a l s  a n d  b y  t h e i r  p r a c t i s e s .  S t i l l  t h e r e  a r e  

n u m b e r s  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  g l o r y  i n  b e i n g  c a l l e d  r e l ig io u s ,  a n d  w h o ,  w h e n  

t h i s  m a t t e r  i s  p u t  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  d e n y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

a c t u a t e d  r e l i g i o u s l y  b y  t h e s e  m o t i v e s .  T h e y  d e c la r e  t h a t  L o v e  i s  t h e  

e s s e n c e  o f  r e l i g io n ,  a n d  G o o d  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  G o d ; a n d  t h e y  s e e m  t o  

f e e l  f o r  t h o s e  w h o s e  r e l i g i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  s e l f i s h  h o p e s ,  a n d  f e a r s  a  

c o n t e m p t  l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  f i l l s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  A g n o s t i c .  S u c h  

p e o p le  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  a s  a t  l e a s t  n o m in a l  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  a l l  r e l i g i o n s ,  

a n d  i t  i s  t h e i r  c h i e f  o c c u p a t io n ,  w h e n  t h e i r  e lb o w s  a r e  j o g g e d ,  t o  

read into the old religion t h e y  n o m i n a l l y  p r o f e s s  t h e i r  o w n  m o r e  d e v e 

l o p e d  id e a s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e  a n d  i t s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  u n d e r  t h e  p r e t e n c e  

t h a t  t h e  m e a n in g  t h e y  t h u s  r e a d  in ,  i s  t h e  e s o t e r i c  o r  r e a l  m e a n in g  w h i c h  

t h o s e  w h o  f o r m u la t e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e l i g i o n  h a d  in  t h e i r  m in d s  ; w h i c h  

m e a n i n g  o u t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  s t u p i d i t y  o f  m e n  t h e y  c h o s e  

t o  c o n c e a l ,  a n d  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  k e p t  c o n c e a l e d  d u r in g  a l l  t h e s e  m i l l e n i 

u m s  o f  b l o o d y  r i t e s  a n d  c h i l d i s h  d o c t r in e s  b y  t h o s e  w h o  k n e w  i t .  T h i s  

p r o c e s s  o f  “  e x t r a c t i n g  s u n b e a m s  f r o m  c u c u m b e r s ,”  i s  a n  in c id e n t  in  o u r  

p r e s e n t  r e l i g io n s ,  o r  p e r h a p s  i t  o u g h t  r a t h e r  t o  b o  s a id ,  intellectual 
d e v e lo p m e n t .  I t  h a s  g o n e  a l r e a d y  n e a r l y  a s  f a r  a s  i t  c a n  g o  w i t h o u t  

b e c o m in g  t o o  r id i c u l o u s  t o  b e  c o n t in u e d  e v e n  b y  t h e  m o s t  f e r v i d  

a d m ir e r s  o f  a n c i e n t  s y m b o l i s m .  W h e n  t h i s  s t a g e  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  

t h r o u g h ,  i t  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  b e  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  t w o  a b o v e  n a m e d  s o u r c e s  

o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t  a r e  a s  o p p o s i t e  a s  t h e  p o le s  ; a n d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  m e n  5 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o  a s  i t  w o u l d  b e  t o  t h e m  

t o - d a y  t o  c l o t h e  r e l i g i o u s  id e a s  o f  l o f t y  k i n d  i n  t h e  a l l e g o r i e s  a n d  in  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  g r o v e l l i n g .  E v e n  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  

religious h a d  not the capacity tQ foresee the terrible consequences of



h i d i n g  t h e i r  r e a l  m e a n in g  f r o m  t h e  w o r ld  u n d e r  t h e  f o r m  a n d  a p p e a r -  

a n c e  o f  i t s  d ir e c t  o p p o s i t e ,  i t  i s  n o t  i n  h u m a n  n a t u r e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a n d  

' s o l e m n ly  t o  m is le a d  p o o r  s u f f e r in g  h u m a n i t y  o n  s u c h  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s .

W h e n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  p h a s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l  p a s s e s  a w a y  a n d  t h e  

f a c t s  a r e  h o n e s t l y  f a c e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  f in d  a n  

e s o t e r i c  a n d  l o f t y  m e a n i n g  i n  t h e  a b s u r d i t i e s  a n d  h o r r o r s  o f  e x o t e r i c  

f a i t h s  i s  a s  t h a n k l e s s  a n d  a s  f r u i t l e s s  a s  t o  t r y  t o  f in d  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  

o f  K a n t ’s  “  K r i t i k ”  e s o t e r i c a l ly  h i d d e n  i n  a  c o l l e c t io n  o f  n u r s e r y  r h y m e s .

I t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  i s  a t  o n e , w i t h  c o m m o n  s e n s e  i n  

c o n d e m n i n g  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  i n g e n u i t y ; f o r  n o t  o n ly  i s  i t  u s e l e s s ,  b u t  

i t  i s  a l s o  d a n g e r o u s l y  m is l e a d in g .  S o  l o n g  a s  t h e  p u r e  a n d  h o l y  s e n t i .  

m e n t  o f  a d o r a t io n  f o r  t h e  I n f in i t e  i s  i n  a n y  w a y  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h e  

b l o o d - t h i r s t y  a n d  u t t e r l y  s e l f i s h  c r e e d s  o f  u n d e v e l o p e d  p e o p le s ,  s o  l o n g  

w i l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n  o f  m a n  b e  d im m e d ,  a n d  s o  l o n g  w i l l  t h e  i m a g e s  

o f  h o l y  t h i n g s  p e r c e i v e d  b e  d i s t o r t e d  a n d  d e f o r m e d  m  t h e  m in d .  N o w ,  

b e  i t  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  w e  d e n y  t h e  l o f t i n e s s  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  p u r i t y  o f  t h e  

i d e a s  t o  b e  f o u n d ,  n o t  a l l e g o r iz e d ,  b u t  imbedded m  t h e  a n c ie n t  s a c r e d  

.w r i t i n g s  o f  v a r io u s  n a t io n s .  T h e y  a r e  t r u l y  “  h i d d e n ” i n  t h e s e  s a c r e d  

w r i t i n g s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  h id d e n  n o t  b y  b e i n g  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  e q u iv o c a l  

a n d  m i s t y  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  m o d e r n  e s o t e r i c i s m ;  i t s e l f  a f f e c t s  a n d  a t t r i 

b u t e s  t o  t h e  a n c ie n t  w r i t e r s ,  b u t  b y  b e i n g  c o v e r e d  u p  b y  t o n s  o f  t h e o 

l o g i c a l  r u b b is h .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  d e n ie d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  i n  a l l  

t i m e s  t a u g h t  i n  f a b l e s  a n d  p a r a b le s .  T h a t ,  in d e e d ,  i s  t h e  f a v o u r i t e  

w a y  o f  g i v i n g  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  k n o w l e d g e ,  a m o n g  u n c i v i l i z e d  p e o p le s  

e v e n  t o - d a y ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t  a  f a v o u r i t e  m e t h o d  i s  t h a t  

u n c i v i l i z e d  p e o p le s  a r e  a b le  t o ,  a n d  a c t u a l l y  d o , u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l e s s o n s  

^ y h ic h  t h e s e  a l l e g o r i e s  c o n v e y .  T h e  i g n o r a n t  m o n k ,  w h o e v e r  h e  w a g ,  

w h o  in t e r p o la t e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  B i b l e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  J e s u s  

p r e a c h e d  i n  p a r a b le s  in order t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  h e a r d  h i m  s h o u l d  

n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  m e a n in g ,  n o t  o n l y  e v i n c e d  a  f a r  t o o  c o n t e m p t u o u s  

o p in io n  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  e v e n  s e m i - s a v a g e s ,  b u t  h e  a t t r i - .  

b u t e d  t o  t h a t  T e a c h e r ,  a  p e r v e r s i t y  o f  m i n d  a n d  a  m a l e v o l e n c e  o f  i n t e n 

t io n  q u i t e  in c o m p a t ib l e  w i t h  w h a t  w e  g a t h e r  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  t h e

t o o  m e a g r e  a c c o u n t  o f  h i m  c o n t a in e d  i n  t h e  G o s p e ls .  • : ’

T h o s e  a d v a n c e d  m e m , o f  v a r i o u s  r a c e s  a n d  e p o c h s  w h o  a r e  c a l l e d  

t h o  A n c i e n t  S a g e s ,  h a v e  g i v e n  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  

s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a n d  t h e r e  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  a n y  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a s  d i f 

f e r e n t  i n  . t h e i r  r e l i g io u s  id e a s  a n d  a s  d i s t i n c t  i n  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  

fr o m  t h e  m u l t i t u d e s ,  a s  ,a r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  t h e  f e w  w h o s e  r e l i g i o n  

i s  t r u l y  f o u n d e d ;  o n  t h e  i m p e r s o n a l  s e n t i m e n t  o f  p i o u s  a d o r a t io n ,  f r o m  

tliose whose i d e a s  o f .G o d  a n d ,  o f  a  f u t u r e  l i f e  a r e  the o u t c o m e  o f  s e l f i s h  

f e a r  a n d  s e l f - c e n t r e d  h o p e . ,

. .  T h e  “  p r o p h e t s ”  a n d  t h e  “  p r i e s t s ”  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  i n  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  s o  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t i m e  ; f o r  they r e p r e s e n t  r e s p e c 

t i v e l y  t h o  im p e r s o n a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  i n  r e l i g io n ,  the selfless a n d  t h e  sel
fish, t h e  d iv i n e  a n d . t h e  p m c l y  h u m a n ; : ] ,t  w a s  t h e  l o c k in g  in t o  N a t u r e * 1

— u s i n g  t h e  t e r m  “  N a t u r e ”  in  i t s  l a r g e s t  s e n s e , — t h a t  t h e  philosophers 
w h o m  W e c a l l  s a g e 9  a n d  p r o p h e t s  a r r iv e d  a t  t h e i r  c o n c lu s io n s .  T h o s o  

c o n c lu s io n s  t h e y  g a v e  f o r t h  in  w o r d s  a s  p l a i n  a s  t h e  subject-matter 
t h e r e o f  w o u ld  a l lo w .  I t  w a s  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  m e n , t h e  p r i e s t s ,  w h o  w o r k 

e d  t h o s e  c o n c lu s io n s  u p  i n t o  t h e  f o r m  o f  p o p u la r  r e l ig io n .  T h e y  m i s 

u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  a n d  d i s t o r t e d  a n d  p e r v e r t e d  t h e i r  m e a n 

in g ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  t o - d a y  i s  t h a t  h o  o n e  w h o  i s  n o t  possessed o f  a  

v i v i d  im a g i n a t io n  c a n  t r a c e  r e s e m b la n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o p u la r  t h e o l o g y  

a n d  s o - c a l l e d  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i s e s ,  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  ia  

im b e d d e d  h e r e  i n  t h o s e  i n  B i b l e s  a n d  S h a s t r a s  l i k e  s c a t t e r e d  c r y s t a l s  i n  

a  m a s s  o f  r o c k .  T h o s e  w h o  f a n c y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p u r i f y i n g  a n d  r e v i v in g  

r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  b e n e f i t i n g  m a n k in d ,  b y  r e a d i n g  e s o t e r i c  o r  “  s p i r i 

t u a l ”  o r  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m e a n i n g s  in t o  p o p u la r  fo r m s  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s  ' 

m a k e  a  v e r y  g r e a t  m i s t a k e .  W h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  i s  g i v i n g  t o  t h e s o  

f o r m s  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s ,  t o o  o f t e n  m o s t  b lo o d y  a n d  m o s t  irrational a  

d i g n i t y  t h e y  n e v e r  b e f o r e  p o s s e s s e d  a n d  w o u ld  n o t  o t h e r w is e  e n j o y ,  

a n d  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  n o  c la im  ; a n d  t h u s  t h e i r  w e l l - m e a n i n g  e f f o r t s  

e n d  i n  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g s  w h ic h  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a l l  a g e s  h a s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  s t u b b o r n  f o e s  a n d  

in s u r m o u n t a b l e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  p r o g r e s s .  T h e y  f u r n i s h  t h e  

d i s c r e d i t e d  a n d  n o w  s h a m e - f a c e d  p r i e s t  w i t h  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  h i s  b lo o d y  

s a c r i f i c e s  a n d  f o r  h i s  e n d l e s s  a n d  t y r a n n ic a l  r i t e s  a n d  c e r e m o n ie s ,  w h ic h  

b u t  f o r  t h e s e  s y m b o lo g i s t s ,  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e h  u t t e r l y  w i t h o u t  m e a n in g .  

I f ,  in d e e d ,  t h e  A n c i e n t  S a g e s  c lo t h e d  n o b le  t r u t h s  in  ig n o b le  fo r m s  s o  

t h a t  t h e  ig n o r a n t  s h o u ld  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  th e n * , i f  t h e  o ld  p h i lo s o p h e r s  

d i s g u i s e d  t h e i r  g r a n d  id e a s  u n d e r  c r u e l  a n d  c h i l d i s h  p r a c t i s e s  a n d  in c o m 

p r e h e n s ib le  d o g m a s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  m a s s  o f  m a n k in d  w a s  n o t  w o r t h y  t o  

k n o w  t h e  t r u t h ,  s u r e l y  i t  w o u l d  b e  l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  s a c r i l e g e  t o  a b o l i s h  t h o s e  

f o r m s  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s ,  a n d  d i s c a r d  t h o s e  d o g m a s  a n d  d o c t r in e s ,  w h e n  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  m e n  a r e  n o t  a b le  n o w ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  r a b b le  o f  o ld  ( o r  a r e  

p o s t u l a t e d  a s  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e )  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n in g  c o n c e a le d  t h e r e 

in  ! O b v i o u s l y ,  i f  i t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  e x o t e r i c  r e l i g i o n s  a r e  r e a l l y  s y m b o l  

l i c a l  o f  e s o t e r i c  t r u t h s ,  a n d  i f  9 9 9  o u t  o f  e v e r y  t h o u s a n d  a r e  a b le  t o  u n 

d e r s t a n d  t h e  e x o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  s y m b o l  o n ly ,  n o t  t h e  tru th  s y m b o l 

iz e d ,  a n d  i f ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  e x o t e r i c  r e l i g io n s  o w e  t h e i r  o r ig in  t o  t h e  w i s 

d o m  o f  t h e  s a g e s , i t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  e v e r y  p io u s  m a n  o r  w o m a n , w h a t e v e r  h i s  

o w n  o p in io n s  m a y  b e ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  t e m p le s ,  t h e  b lo o d y  

s a c r i f i c e s  a n d  t y r a n n i c a l  c e r e m o n i e s  ; i f ,  in d e e d ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  p r e s u m e  t o  

c o n s id e r  t h e m s e l v e s  w i s e r  t h a n  t h e  s a g e s ,  p r o p h e t s  a n d  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  o£ . 

o ld ,  w h o s e  e s o t e r i c  t e n d e n c ie s ,  o n  t h i s  s u p p o s i t io n ,  g a v e  r i s e  t o  p r i e s t s ,  

t e m p l e s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  r i t e s .  S u c h  a  c o n c lu s io n  i s  a b s u r d  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  i t  • 

b u t  w h e r e  t h e  f a l l a c y  c o m e s  in ,  c a n  o n l y  b e  s e e n  b y  abandoning t h e  i d e a ’ 

t h e r e  i s  a n y  r e a l  o r  n e c e s s a r y  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  views o f  r e l i g io n  

a n d  N a t u r e  t h a t  a r e  n o w  r e s p e c t i v e l y  c a l le d  e s o t e r i c  a n d  e x o t e r i c  b y  

s o m e , a n d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a n d  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b y  o t h e r s ,— t h e  t w o  c la s s e s  

o f  r e l i g i o u s  id e a s ,  iu  f a c t ,  w h i c h h a y e  t h e ir  r o o t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  in  d i s i u - :



t e r e s t e d  a n d  i m p e r s o n a l  a d o r a t io n ,  a n d  s e l f i s h  f e a r  a n d  h o p e .  E v e n  i f  

w e  w e r e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  s i m i l e  o f  t h e  k e r n e l  a n d  t h e  s h e l l ,  i t  s u r e l y  m u s t  

b e  s e e n  ^ th a t  t h e  s h e l l  s h o u ld  b e  t h r o w n  a w a y  w h e n  t h e  k e r n e l  i s  

r e a c h e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m o m e n t  i t  b e c o m e s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  s h e l l s  a r e  n o t  

n u t r i t i o u s  d i e t ,  b u t ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h i g h l y  p r o v o c a t i v e  o f  i n d i g e s t i o n ,  

t h e  t im e - h o n o r e d  p r o c e s s  o f  f e e d i n g  t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p le  w i t h  t h e s e  s h e l l s  

i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  G o d  o r  g o d s  s h o u l d  b e  a b a n d o n e d .  W e  c a n  n e v e r  s e e  

t h e  s t a r s  s o  l o n g  a s  w e  k e e p  o u r  e y e s  f i x e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  t h o s e  

w h o  m i g h t  t e a c h  u s  t o  s e e  t h e  r e f l e c t io n  o f  t h e  s t a r s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  

t h e  m u d ,  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  o u r  

d i r e c t i n g  o u r  g l a n c e s  u p w a r d s  t o  t h e  h e a v e n l y  b o d ie s  t h e m s e l v e s .

T h o s e  w h o  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h o s e  m i n d s  a r e  

o c c u p ie d  b y  r e l i g i o u s  h o p e s  a n d  f e a r s ,  a s  t h e  t e r m  r e l i g i o u s  i s  u n d e r 

s t o o d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h o p e  a n d  f e a r  a b o u t ,  t h e i r  o w n  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h o s e  

p e o p le ,  w e  s a y ,  c a n  n e v e r  r e a c h  t h e  m e n t a l  s t a t e  o f  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  

N a t u r e  h e r s e l f  a n d  o f  m e d i t a t i o n  o n  t h e  d i v i n e  i n  N a t u r e ,  w h i c h  a r e  

t h e  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  a d o r a t io n .  

A n d  t h a t  s e n t i m e n t ,  o n c e  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u l y  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  m a k e s  t h e  r e l i 

g i o n  o f  s e l f i s h  h o p e  a n d  f e a r  u t t e r l y  a b h o r r e n t ,  a n d  c a u s e s  t h e  f o r m s  

a n d  c e r e m o n i e s  o f  t h a t  r e l i g i o n ,  i t s  r i t e s  a n d  d o g m a s ,  e v e n  i t s  a p p a 

r e n t l y  h a r m l e s s  s y m b o l i s m ,  t o  b e c o m e  o b j e c t s  o f  l o a t h i n g  a n d  o f  s c o r n .

W e  h a v e  p r e a c h e d  o u r  s e r m o n  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  o u r  t e x t ,  b u t  p e r 

h a p s  t h e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  o u r  t e x t  w i l l  t h e r e b y  b e  a l l  t h e  m o r e  p e r c e p t i b l e .  

T h a t  t e x t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  t w o  a b o v e  m e n t io n e d  p a r a g r a p h s  i n  o n e  o f  o u r  

e x c h a n g e s ,  a n d  t o  t h e m  w e  a p p e n d  a n  e x t r a c t  b e a r i n g  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

t h i s  a r t i c l e  f r o m  a n  E d i t o r i a l  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  o f  o u r  H i n d u  o r g a n s  

— t h e  Indian Mirror. T h e  f i r s t  e x t r a c t  g i v e s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  s u b j e c t -  

m a t t e r  f o r  t h a t  k i n d  o f  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  N a t u r e  w h i c h ,  t h r o u g h  m e d i t a 

t io n ,  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d s  t o  t h e  a d o r a t io n  o f  t h e  D i v i n e , — i n  t h o s e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

i n  w h o m  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n  a r e  i n  s o m e  s m a l l  

d e g r e e  d e v e lo p e d .  I t  i s  s u c h  t h o u g h t s  a s  t h o s e  w h i c h  t h e s e  f a c t s  c o n 

c e r n i n g  t h e  C o s m o s  a r e  c a l c u la t e d  t o  c a l l  f o r t h  t h a t  must h a v e  m o v e d  t h e  

m in d s  a n d  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  s a g e s  o f  a l l  t i m e s ,  f o r  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  o t h e r  

b a s i s  f o r  t r u e  a d o r a t io n .  T h e  s e c o n d  e x t r a c t  s h o w s  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  

r e s u l t  o f  a l l o w i n g  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  t o  b e  f e d  o n  s h e l l s .  I t  g i v e s ,  i n  t h e  

u n c o n c e r n e d  a n d  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  l a n g u a g e  o f  a  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t ,  a  l i t t l e  

p e e p  in t o  t h e  d o i n g s  o f  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  t h e  G o d d e s s  D u r g a ,  o n e  o f  

t h e  m o s t  f e a r e d  o f  a l l  t h e  H i n d u  d e i t i e s .  T h e  t h i r d  e x t r a c t  i s  a n  

h o n e s t  H i n d u ’s  s t r o n g  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  d i s g u s t  a t  t h e  b lo o d y  r i t e s  o f  

m o d e m  H i n d u i s m .
1 __

“ U nseen  W o rld s .— One of fche latest achievements of astronomy is fche dis
covery that Mizar, the central Btar of the three forming the handle of the great 
Dipper is not only a double—as has long been known—but that the principal com
ponent has a second Icompanion which the telescope has never revealed. Several 
photographs of the spectrum of the principal star have been taken a t the Harvard 
Observatory since 1887, and a study of these has disclosed the curious facfc tha t fche 
most distinct one, of .the photographed dark lines undergoes a process of doubling

afc regular intervals of 52 days. This is explained by Professor Pickering by the 
supposition that the chief star Mizar is itself a double, having components revol
ving around their common centre of gravity in 104 days, fche lines in fche specfcrufe 
of fche two stars being displaced in opposite directions when one star is moving to
ward and the other away from the earth, and coinciding when the stars are in 
conjunction. The rate of motion is estimated to be 100 miles a second, and the 
two bodies are separated by a distance of 130, 000,000 miles, though in the most 
powerful telescope they appear as one star. If the calculations are correct, the 
second magnitude Mizar has 40 times the mass of our sun. A similar investigation 
a t the Potsdam Observatory has confirmed the belief that the variable brightness 
of the star Algol, in the head of Medusa, is due fco its passage behind a dark body. 
The star shines steadily for 2£ days, then with reduced brilliancy for 4£ hours 
the changes taking place with great regularity. Photographs of the spectrum now 
show that the lines are displaced in one direction when the star is afc its weakest 
and in the opposite direction after that moment, as wonld occur were fche star 
alternately approaching and receding from the earth in revolutions in an orbit 
around some unknown object. Calculations show that the bright star and its dark 
companion must be of nearly equal size, wifch total mass about two-thirds that of 
our sun, and separated by less than 3,000,000 miles. I t  is a unique and not easily 
conceived fact that a hot sun should have so near a cooled moon of nearly its own 
size.”

“ T he  P ujah  at the K alig h at  T em ple ,—This great Hindu temple was en 
fete during the past four days of the Pujahs. As usual, Hindu devotees from all 
parts of Bengal assembled in large numbers to perform the necessary religious 
ceremonies afc the temple, where the goddess K a li was worshipped in honour of 
the goddess Durga, both, as is known, being essentially one and the same deity, 
under two distinct representations. Last Tuesday being the second day, otherwise 
called Astomi, or fche eighth day of fche moon, and being regarded as most auspi
cious by the Hindus of Lower Bengal, the gathering at the temple mustered about
25.000. The scene within the temple was a unique one. The priests were busy in 
slaughtering goats and buffaloes afc the instance of worshippers j the former cattle 
numbered about 1,700, and the latter about half a dozen. Prom a business point of 
view, fche priests had a good time of ifc. Their collections thafc day exceeded Rs.
2.000, to say nothing of presents of jewellery. On fche day following, the vegeta
rian sect of the Hindus, chiefly Marwarris, mustered about 1,500, and performed tho 
ceremony of burnt offerings, consisting of ghee, variold assortments of corn and 
sweetmeats as also gold and silver coins, all of which were thrown into a small 
vessel of fire, and offered up before the goddess Kali. On Thursday following, 
which is held in great reverence by Hindu married women, some 5,000 of them 
assembled afc the temple, and had their foreheads painted with vermillion powder, 
besides conforming to other rites of worship. The occasion was taken advantage 
of by some young men of Kalighafc in getting up a circus performance, in which 
a tame tiger, buffaloes, horses and monkeys were exhibited. In addition to this, 
an enterprising European gentleman provided a novel entertainment, called “ The 
Round About,” with an organ combined, and the whole worked with the aid of 
6team. Ifc was much appreciated, judging form the liberal patronage ifc received.

“ S laughter  of Goats an d  B u ffalo es du r in g  the D urga P u ja h .— In order to 
form an exact idea bf the state of Hinduism of the present day, one has only to 
visit the temple at Kalighat) Calcutta, during the three days of the Durga Pujah, 
Thousands upon thousands of Hindus flock.there—men, women, and children,—for 
worship and for sacrifice. What must be tho atmosphere of that temple, what must 
fee the magnetic aura which the worshippers of Kali must accustom themselves to,

6



w h e n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  K a l i ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  H i n d u  r e l i g i o n ,  i s  m a d e  t o  

c l a i m  t h e  l i v e s  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  g o a t s  a n d  b u f f a l o e s  ? T h e  t e m p l e  t h e n  b e c o m e s  a  

l^ j ig e  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e ,  i t s  w a l l s  b e s m e a r e d  w i t h  g o r e ,  a n d  i t s  f l o o r  s t r e a m i n g  w i t h  

t h e  w a r m  b l o o d  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e .  T h e  t e m p l e  i s  c h a n g e d  i n t o  s h a m b l e s ,  a n d  t h e  t e n d e r 

h e a r t e d  H i n d u ,  w h o  p r o f e s s e s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  G o d ’s  c r e a t u r e s ,  b o t h  g r e a t  a n d  s m a l l ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e  G o o d  G o d ,  i n  t h e  s i m p l e  w o r d s  o f  C o l e r i d g e ,  l o v e t l i  t h e m  a l l , — t h i s  t e n d e r 

h e a r t e d  H i n d u  b e c o m e s  t h e  m u r d e r e r  o f  i n n o c e n t  a n i m a l s  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  h i s  

r e l i g i o n !  W h a t  m u s t  b e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  s i g h t  u p o n  h i s  w o m a n k i n d ,  a n d  

u p o n  h i s  c h i l d r e n ?  A n d ,  t h e n ,  t h i n k  o f  L h e  t e m p l e  a t  K a l i g h a t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  

t h r e e  d a y s  o f  r u t h l e s s  s l a u g h t e r ,  a n d ,  t h e n ,  t h i n k  a l s o  o f  t h e  P in j r a p o l e . n o t  m a n y  

m i l e s  d i s t a u t .  T h i n k  o f  t h e s e  t w o  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  j u d g e  i f  b o t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  n a t i o n ,  c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  H i n d u .  I n  t h e  

o n e ,  t h e  d u m b  c r e a t u r e s  o f  G o d  a r e  t e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  c a r e  o f  a  m o t h e r ,  a n d  

G o d ’s  b l e s s i n g  l i g h t s  o n  t h o s e  w h o  t e n d  t h e m .  B u t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  a n d  t h e  h o l i e r  

p l a c e ,  t h e  c r i e s  o f  t r e m b l i n g  g o a t s  a n d  b u f f a l o e s  a p p e a l  i n  v a i n  t o  i n a n  f o r  

m e r c y  ! A n d  w e  a r e  H i n d u s ,  a n d  w e  c a n  e n d u r e  t h e  s i g h t ,  a n d  h e a r  t h e  i n a r t i c u 

l a t e  c r i e s ,  o f - d e a t h  a g o n y ,  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  p l e a s u r e  ! I s  a n y  o t h e r  p r o o f  r e q u i r e d  

o f  o u r  u t t e r  d e g r a d a t i o n  P A n d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  K a l i g h a t  t e m p l e ,  b n t  p r i v a t e  h o u s e s ,  

w h i c h  b e c o m e  s h a m b l e s  t o o ,  a n d  p i l e  u p  t h e i r  h e c a t o m b s  o f  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n i m a l s .  I t  

m a y  n o t  b e  s o  v e r y  b a d  n o w ,  a s  i t  w a s  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  e v e n  n o w  t h e s e  s o - c a l l e d  

s a c r i f i c e s  o f  g o a t s  a r e  h o r r i d - e n o u g h  t h i n g s  i n  p r i v a t e  H i n d u  r e s i d e n c e s .  I t  i b  n o  

w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  s i g h t  a n d  s m e l l  o f  b l o o d  s h o u l d  r a i s e  a n i m a l  a p p e t i t e s ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h o s e  w h o  s l a u g h t e r  t h e  g o a t s  a s  s a c r i f i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e  d a y s  o f  t h e  P u j a h  e i t h e r  

a t  K a l ig T ia t  o r  i n  t h e i r  o w n  h o u s e s ,  s h o u l d  p r o c e e d  t o  g o r g e  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  g o a t -  

f l e s h ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  w a s h  i t  d o w n  w i t h  s p i r i t u o u s  l i q u o r s .  I t  i s  t h u s  m e n  d o  m a n y  

t h i n g s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  o u g h t  c o t  t o  d o ,  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  a  r e l i g i o n  w h i o h  

t h e y  d o  n o t  o r  w i l l  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .  I n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  g o a t s  i s  a  

m a t t e r  o f  t h e  p u r e s t  h y p o c r i s y .  T h e  m a n ,  w h o  l u s t s  f o r  f l e s h ,  w i l l  n o t  g o  t o  t h e  N e w  

M a r k e t  t o  p u r c h a s e  i t ,  f o r  t h a t  w o u l d  m e a n  e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  H e  m u « ?t, t h e r e f o r e ,  

a s k  a  p r i e s t  t o  h a v e  a  g o a t  k i l l e d  f o r  h i m  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  t o  K a l i — a n d  w i t h  t h i s  

t r a n s p a r e n t  d e v i c e ,  h e  s e c u r e s  a  f e a s t  a f t e r  h i s  h e a r t .  I f  t h i s  b e  n o t  h y p o c r i s y ,  

i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w o r s e .  T h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  h a s  n e v e r  d e m a n d e d  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  

a n i m a l s .  I t  i s  o u r  o w n  i g n o r a n c e  t h a t  g i v e s  u s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h i n k ,  a n d  s a y  s o .  

O u r  r e l i g i o n  t r u l y  e n o u g h  d e m a n d s  a  s a c r i f i c e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  a n i m a l s ,  

i t  i s  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  o u r  a n i m a l  p a s s i o n s ,  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  b e a s t  i n  o u r  p h y s i c a l  

s e l v e s .  I n s t e a d  o f  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  H i n d u i s m ,  w e  a b u s e  t h e m ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  

o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  o u r  a n i m a l i s m ,  w e  s t i m u l a t e  i t ,  a n d  g o r g e  i t  w i t h  m e a t  a n d  d r i n k .  

T h e  M a r w a r i s ,  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  m o r e  t r u l y  r e l i g i o u s  t h a n  t h e  B e n g a l i  

H i n d u s .  T h e y ,  t o o ,  w o r s h i p  K a l i  a t  K a l i g h a t ,  a n d  b r i n g  t h e i r  o f f e r i n g s ,  b u t  t h e y  

a r e  s t r i c t  v e g e t a r i a n s ,  a n d  t h e y  p e r f o r m  t h e  H o m a  c e r e m o n y  i n  t h e  t e m p l e ,  o f f e r i n g  

t o  t h e  s a c r e d  f i r e  g h ee  a n d  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  o f  f o o d .
A lpha.”

THE DIVINE WORSHIP OF THE HINDUS.

W
H I L E  t h e  D i v i n e  w o r s h i p  o f  m o s t  n a t io n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  c o n 

s i s t s  i n  t h e  a d o r a t io n  o f  a n d  t h a n k s g i v i n g  t o  t h e  D e i t y ,  t h a t  

o f  t h e  H in d u s  i s  p r e - e m i n e n t l y  a  s y s t e m a t i c  a n d ,  I  m a y  a d d , a  s o r t  o f  

scientific a t t e m p t  o n  t h e i r  p a r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  t e m p o r a r y  s p i r i t u a l  c o n 

n e x i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e i t y  u n d i s t u r b e d  b y  s e l f  a n d  s u r r o u n d in g s .  W h a t  

t h e n  i s  t h e  fo r m  o f  w o r s h i p  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  H i n d u s  c la i m  t h e  p r e - e m i 

n e n c e  ? Ifc c o n s i s t s  ( i )  in  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r  

b y  Ashan a n d  Pranyam : ( i i )  i n  t h e  p u r i f ic a t io n  o f  t h e  s e l f  a n d  s u r 

r o u n d in g s  : ( i i i )  in  t h e  s h u t t i n g  o u t  o f  e v i l  in f lu e n c e s  : ( i v )  i n  the? 

b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  s in f u l  a n d  t h e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  b o d y  t o  m a k e  i t  

w o r t h y  o f  t h e  o c c a s io n  : a n d  ( v )  i n  t h e  s e l f  m e s m e r is m  t o  lo o s e  h i m s e l f  

i n  m e d i t a t io n ,  t h a n k s g i v i n g  a n d  a d o r a t io n .  W e  s h a l l  n o w  t a k e  u p  e a c h  

o f  t h e s e  r e c o g n i z e d  p r o c e s s e s  t o  s h e w  t h a t  t h e  fo r m  o f  H i n d u  w o r s h i p  

i s  n o t  o n l y  b o t h  h a p p y  a n d  u n iq u e ,  b u t  l o g i c a l l y  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b le  t h a t  

s h a l l  a p p e a r  to  a n y  im p a r t i a l  m in d  u n b ia s e d  b y  s e c t a r ia n  v i e w s .  P i c 

t u r e  t o  y o u r s e l v e s  a  m a n  s i t t i n g  in  a  m e e k  a n d  d e v o u t  s p i r i t  o n  a  s i l k  

c l o t h  s p r e a d  o v e r  a  t i g e r  o r  a  d e e r  s k in .  P i c t u r e  a ls o , s p r e a d  b e f o r e  h im ,  

o n  a  b r i g h t  c o p p e r  p la t e  s o m e  f u l l - b l o w n  a n d  s w e e t  s c e n t e d  f lo w e r s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  h u e s  w i t h  w a t e r  d r a w n  f r e s h  f r o m  s t r e a m s  a n d  in c e n s e  b u r n 

i n g  h a r d  b y .  T h e  f ir s t  t h i n g  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r  d o e s  i s  t o  i s o l a t e  h im s e l f  b y  

t h e  v i r t u e  o f  h i s  s i l k  d r e s s  a n d  s k i n - l a i d  s e a t .  H i s  n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o  i s o la t e  

h i s  in n e r  s e l f  f r o m  t h e  in f lu e n c e s  o f  w o r l d l y  t h o u g h t s  b y  P r a n a y a m ;  b u t '  

h i s  s i n f u l  s o u l  i s  y e t  u n w o r t h y  a s  a n  o f f e r in g  t o  t h e  H o l y  S p ir i t ,  m u c h  

l e s s  o f  a n y  a t t e m p t  o f  a p p r o a c h in g  H im .  H e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i n k s  o f  h i s  

p a s t  s in s ,  a n d  in  a  s p i r i t  o f  p e n a n c e  a n d  i n  u t t e r  s i n c e r i t y ,  b u r n s  t h e  

h id e o u s  s in f u l  b o d y  b o t h  o n  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  l e f t  s id e s  b y  t h e  f ir e  o f  

p e n a n c e  a n d  b r e a th .  H i s  n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a  s p i r i t u a l  b o d y  c o m 

p o s e d  o f  t h e  s i l v e r y  b e a m s  o f  t h e  C r e s c e n t  M o o n  w h ic l i  h e  c o n c e i v e s  in  

t h e  f r o n t a l  r e g io n ,  a n d  t h e n ,  a f t e r  k i c k i n g  o n t  e v i l  s p i r i t s  b y  t h e  h e e l  o f  

h i s  l e f t  fo o t ,  h e  s i t s  c o m p o s e d ly  t o  m e s m e r i s e  h i m s e l f  b y  p a s s e s  t o  b e  

d r a w n  b y  h i s  o w n  h a n d s  f r o m  h e a d  t o  fo o t ,  e i t h e r  5 o r  7 o r  12 t i m e s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  in d i v i d u a l  n e c e s s i t y .  H e  n e x t  c o n c e i v e s  a n o t h e r  l i g h t  t h a t  

f a r  o u t s h i n e s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h o  c r e s c e n t  m o o n  o n  h i s  f r o n t a l  r e g i o n — t h e  

l i g h t  o f  s e v e r a l  s u n s  o n  t h e  s e a t  o f  v e n e r a t io n ,  w h e r e  h e  h a s  l a i d  a  

f lo w e r  f o r  t h e  l i g h t  t o  r e s t  a n d  i l l u m i n e  t h e  n e w ly  c r e a t e d  b o d y  a n d  

a l l  i t s  c h a m b e r s .  H e  n o w  m e d i t a t e s  i n  e c s t a s y ,  v e n e r a t io n  a n d  lo v e .  

E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h e w n  t o  t h e  R i s h i s  t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  b y  m e a n s  o f  

Pranayam o r  Kum-bhak thafc a  m a n  c a n  i s o la t e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  w o r ld ly  

c o n n e c t i o n s ; y e t ,  b e n e f ic ia l  a s  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  in  s p i r i t u a l  w o r s h ip ,  a n d  

c o n d u c e s  a s  i t  d o e s  to  p r o lo n g a t io n  o f  l i f e  a s  a  fa c t ,  ifc s h o u ld  b e  b u r n t  

separately a n d  gradually. O u r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  s h e w n  t o  u s  t h a t  

t h i s  s h o u ld  b e  d o n e ,  o t h e r w is e ,  t h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r  w o u ld  

o n l y  b e  d i r e c t e d  to  l i i s  b r e a t h  i n s t e a d  o f  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  w o r s h ip .  

I t  i s  o n l y  w h e n  s o m e  c o n t r o l  h a s  b e e n  g a i n e d  o v e r  b r e a t h  t h a t  t h e  w o r 

s h i p p e r  s h o u ld  a d a p t  Kum-bhak f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  c o m m u n io n  

— a  c o m m u n io n  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  i t s e l f  a t  o n c e  fr o m  o r d in a r y  w o r s h ip .  

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s t r e t c h i n g  o u t  o n e ’s  o w n  m a g n e t i c  p o w e r  w i t h  a  w i l l  t o  

e l i m i n a t e  e v i l  in f lu e n c e s ,  r e q u ir e s  a l s o  s o m e  r e m a r k s .  T h e  H i n d u s  h a v e  

a  b e l i e f  in  h i s  o w n  s p ir i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s p i r i t  s p h e r e s .  T h e y  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e v i l  s p i r i t s  c a n  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  a  p io u s  

in d i v i d u a l ,  a n d  h e n c e  b y  p r a y e r  a n d  b y  t h e  h e lp  o f  s t r e t c h i n g  o n e ’s  

m a g n e t i s m  t h a t  h e  d r iv e s  o u t  e v i l  in f lu e n c e s ,  a n d  i n  s u p r e m e  c o n t e m p t  

h e  k ic k s  t h e  e v i l  s p i r i t s  b y  t h e  h e e l  o f  h i s  l e f t  f o o t  t h r e e  t im e s .  T h e  

d e v o t e e  t h e n  c o n c e i v e s  t h e  g r a d u a l  r e s o lu t io n  o f  h i s  b o d y  t o  t h e  f i v e



e l e m e n t s — a ir , e a r t h ,  l i g h t ,  w a t e r  a n d  AJcash, e a c h  e l e m e n t  t a k i n g  i t s  o w n  

s h a r e  a n d  l e a v i n g  t h e  s o u l  a lo n e  u n c o n t a m in a t e d .  T h e  s o u l ,  h o w e v e r ,  

r e q u ir e s  a  b o d y ,— a  b o d y  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  w o r s h i p .  

H e  t h e r e f o r e  c o m p o s e s  a  c e l e s t i a l  b o d y  s u c h  a s  h a s  b e e n  m e n t io n e d  

a b o v e .  T h e  s e l f  m e s m e r i s m  i s  a n o t h e r  f e a t u r e  t h a t  c o m m e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  

o u r  t h i n k i n g .  C e n t u r ie s  a n d  c e n t u r ie s  b e f o r e  M e s m e r  w a s  b o r n ,  t h e  

T a n t r ik s  k n e w  t h e  u s e s  o f  p a s s e s  ; b u t  t h e y  u s e d  t h e m  f o r  Samadhi, i. e .,  

f o r  m e d i t a t io n  d e e p  a n d  p r o f o u n d  : a n d  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s  

c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  s e l f - p u r i f i c a t io n ,  t h i s  t e n d e d  t o  p r o d u c e  a b s t r a c t io n  a n d  

d e v e lo p e  t h e  c l a i r v o y a n t  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s o u l .

I  h a v e  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  s i m p l y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  

H i n d u s ,  a n d  I  d o u b t  n o t  i t  w i l l  s t r i k e  e v e r y  o n e  w h a t  i n t e r e s t  w a s  t a k e n  ' 

b y  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p h i l o s o p h i c  fo r m  o f  s p i r i t u a l  w o r s h i p  

a n d  w h a t  t h o u g h t s  w e r e  b e s t o w e d  b y  t h e m  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .

K .  Chakravarti.

F o r  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r ip t io n ,  o u r  r e a d e r s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  

M a h a  N i r v a n a  T a n tr a *

" THE REFORM OF THEOSOPHYV*

[.A Lecture delivered by M r .  E .  D .  F aw cett before the Triplicane 
Literary Society^

I
N  r e s p o n s e  t o  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T r i p l i c a n e  L i t e 

r a r y  S o c ie t y ,  M r , F a w c e t t  r e c e n t l y  d e l i v e r e d  a n  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  a b o v e  

s u b j e c t  a t  T r i p l i c a n e ,  D e w a n  B a h a d u r  R< R a g h u n a t h  R o w  p r e s i d i n g ,  

T h e  p u r p o r t  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e  w a s ,  f i r s t ly ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  i n  b r i e f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e n v ir o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  

e x i s t s  ; a n d ,  s e c o n d ly ,  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e - a f f ir m in g  i t s  o ld  

p o l i c y  o f  “  n o - c r e e d — f r e e  c r i t i c i s m . ’* R e c e n t  e v e n t s ,  s a id  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  

h a d  s h o w n  t h e m  t h a t  h y p o t h e t i c a l  v i e w s  w e r e  b e i n g  g r a d u a l l y  e l e v a t e d  

b y  s o m e  e n t h u s i s t a  i n t o  d o g m a s ,  a s s e r t e d  w i t h  a l m o s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

r ig o u r .  T h o s e  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  k n e w  w e l l  t h a t  p a s t  e v e n t s  h a d  r e n d e r e d  

t h i s  s p e c i e s  o f  p r o p a g a n d a ,  f o r  M a d r a s s i s  a t  l e a s t ,  a n  a n a c h r o n is m .

I n  c o m in g  b e f o r e  h i s  a u d ie n c e  t o  s p e a k  o n  a  t o p ic  s u c h  a s  t h e  

r e f o r m  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  h e  w a s  f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  e x p e c t  a  f a i r  q u a n t u m  

o f  b e w i ld e r m e n t .  S o m e  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  h a d ,  a t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  h e a r d  o f  t h e  

n o t io n s  s y m p a t h i s e d  i n  b y  c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y ,  

b u t  w e r e  p r o b a b ly  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  p u t  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  w h a t  t h e  u m b r e l 

la - l i k e  t e r m  T h e o s o p h y  c o u ld  o r  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t o  c o v e r .  I t  

w a s  n o t  a lw a y s  e a s y  t o  d e f in e  t h c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  t e r m  in  t h e  v a r io u s  

s ig n i f i c a t io n s  i t  h a d  b o r n e  t h r o u g h  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a s e  a n  

a d d i t i o n a l  e le m e n t  o f  c o n f u s io n  w a s  in t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  “  T h e o 

s o p h y ” w a s  d e f t ly  u t i l i s e d  b o t h  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n  u n s e c t a r ia n  m e t h o d

o f  m e t a p h y s i c a l  and occult research, an<J latterly  a n e w  qnasi-reyela*

t i o n ,*  i n c u l c a t e d  o n  a l l  w h o  c a r e d  t o  r e c e iv e  i t .  T o  a v o id  u n n e c e s s a r y  

c o n f u s io n  h e  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  s e e k  t o  p o r t r a y  t h e  l e a d i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  e n v ir o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  d e s i r e s  t o  

h a v e  i t s  s a y  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p a s s  o n  t o  r e v i e w  s o m e  o f  i t s  p h a s e s  

m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  r e v i s io n .

T h e  a d v a n c e  o f  S c i e n c e  h a d ,  a s  t h e y  a l l  k n e w ,  a c h ie v e d  u n p a r a l l e l 

e d  c o n q u e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  c e n t u r y  o r  s o  in  E u r o p e .  O n e  r e a s o n  

f o r  t h i s  o n s e t  w a s  n o t  f a r  t o  s e e k .  I t  w a s  m a in ly  d u e  t o  t h e  m a g ic  o f  

in d u c t i v e  r e s e a r c h  n o w  t a k i n g  t h e  p la c e  o f  fo r m e r  a priori s p e c u la 

t io n .  W h a t  w e n t  a s  E a s t e r n  s c i e n t i f i c  t h o u g h t  h a s  b e e n  t o  a  d o m i 

n a n t  d e g r e e ,  c r ib b e d ,  c a b in e d  a n d  c o n f in e d  b y  t h e  r e s t r i c t io n s  o f  a  p r e -  

B a c o n i a n  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .  M o d e r n  e u h e m e r is m  i s  im p o t e n t  t o  

g l o s s  o v e r  m a n y  o f  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  r e s u l t s  t r a c e a b le  t o  t h i s  d r a w b a c k .  

A l l  k n o w l e d g e  h a v i n g  i t s  r o o t  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t  w a s  a b s u r d  t o  e x p e c t  

i l l u m i n a t i o n  o n  s u c h  p o in t s  b y  t h e  “  in n e r  l i g h t  o f  t h e  m i n d ,”  n e v e r  c o m 

p e t e n t  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  b u t  m e r e l y  t o  r e p r o d u c e ,  w o r k  u p  o r  r e f le c t  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e  r e a l .  W e l l ,  p a s s i n g  o n  t o  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  to p ic ,  t h e y  h a d  t o  c o n f r o n t  

f o u r  g r e a t  r e s u l t s  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n t i f i c  in q u ir y ,  r e s u l t s  w h i c h  s to o d  o u t  

a g a i n s t  a  v e r i t a b l e  g a l a x y  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r i c h e s .  T h e s e  w e r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  

t h e  d e v e lo p e d  A t o m i c  t h e o r y ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  E n e r g y ,  t h e  c o m b in e d  

D o c t r i n e  o f  in o r g a n i c  a n d  o r g a n ic  e v o lu t i o n ,  a n d , l a s t l y ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  e v o l u t i o n i s t  p s y c h o l o g y  a s  e r e c t e d  b y  R o m a n e s ,  H e r b e r t  

S p e n c e r  a n d  o t h e r s .  S o  f a r  a s  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  A t o m i c  a n d  p h y s i c a l  e v o 

l u t i o n  d o c t r in e s ,  i t  m i g h t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  a n c ie n t s  h a d  

m o r e  o r  l e s s  c l e a r  o p in io n s  o f  a  l i k e  k in d .  N o  d o u b t  t h e y  h a d  f o r e s h a 

d o w i n g s  o f  t h e m  i n  I n d ia ,  a s  a l s o ,  a n d  y e t  m o r e  d i s t i n c t l y ,  i n  a r c h a ic  

G r e e c e .  T h u s  t h e  e v o lu t i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  w a s  in d ic a t e d ,  a l b e i t  c r u d e ly ,  i n  

t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  M a n u . I t  w a s  a l s o  t a u g h t  b y  K a p i la  o n  t h e i r  s o i l ,  a n d  b y  

o ld  A n a x i m a n d e r  i n  G r e e c e .  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  a t o m ic  t h e o r y  i s  b r o a c h e d  b y  

s o m e o f t h e p r e - S o c r a t i s t s  i n  G r e e c e  a n d ,  b y  t h e N y a y a , V a i s e s h i k a  a n d  a g n o s 

t i c  S a n k h y a n  ( N i r i s w a r a  S a n k h y a )  p h i lo s o p h ie s .  B u t  b e t w e e n  t h e  f ir s t  

l i s p i n g s  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  i t s  v i g o r o u s  m a t u r i t y  t h e r e  i s  a n  a b y s s .  A n a x 

im a n d e r ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  i s  a  g u e s s e r  b y  t h e  s id e  o f  D a r w i n ,  a t  w h o s e  b a c k  

l i e  t h e  c o r r o b o r a t iv e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  c l e a r  e x p la n a t io n  r e s t i n g  o n  t h e  m o d e r n  

s c i e n c e s  o f  b io l o g y ,  g e o lo g y ,  b o t a n y ,  & e ., Src., & c., a l l  f o u n d e d  o n  t h e  s a c r i 

f ic e  o f  y e a r s  o f  p a t i e n t  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  n a t u r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  u n n u m b e r e d  

o b s e r v e r s .  T h e  m e r e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a n  o p in io n  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f  w o r d - f o r -  

m u lsB  i s  n e a r l y  w o r t h le s s .  T o u c h i n g  a to m s ,  a g a in ,  L e u c i p p u s  r e s u s c i 

t a t e d  c o u ld  n o t  w i t h o u t  a  l o n g  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  d is c u s s  t h e  m o d e r n  a t o m ic  

v i e w  w i t h  W u r t z ,  w h i l e  K a n a d a ’s  a t o m s  “ s o  small ( ! )  a s  t o  r e q u ir e  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  t h r e e  t o  b e  p e r c e p t ib l e  a s  a  m o t e  i n  a  s u n b e a m ” a r e  n o t  q u i t e  

t h e  a t o m s  o f  S i r  W .  T h o m s o n .  I n  d e a l in g  w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t s  w e  m u s t

. .* “ . D z y a n ”  s t a n z a s  m n s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  c o u r t  t h e  o n u s  o f  t h i s  r e s p o n -  
B ib i l i t y .  T h e y  p r o f e s s  t o  e m b o d y  a  d o c t r i n e  a s c e r t a i n e d  b y  s u p e r n o r m a l l y  e n d o w 
e d  w r i t e r s .  M e t a p h y s i c  i n t e r p r e t e d  o n  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a n  l i n e s — i .  e., a s  m y s t i c i s m  
B u p p l a n t i n g  r a t i o n a l  i n d u c t i v e l y  proven propositions is necessarily dogmatic and of 
only subjective validity.



always take care to remember that they worked to a great extent in 
the dark. Just as that able man, Dr. Mohendralal Sircar, finds much of 
the Upanishads to be “ transcendental nonsense,” so does the European 
philosophic thinker find huge deficiencies in the results and knowledge 
of Plato and Aristotle. But it is at the same time necessary to remember 
that these old writers did such wonders, taking into consideration their 
supplies of raw material, that their intellectual prowess is a subject 
for very great respect. Perhaps the greatest thinker who ever wove a 
system was to be seen in the person of Aristotle. But much that he 
wrote is of course now obsolete.

Dealing first with the Atomic doctrine, the speaker traced its 
course downward from the revival of the Democritan atom by Gassendi 
in the 17th century to the modern views guardedly advanced by Huxley, 
Crookes and others. It is needless to repeat here the details of this 
history, which are familiar to every amateur in chemistry. The splendid 
discoveries of Priestley, Lavoisier, Dalton, and their successors, whose 
historical mission was to re-enunciate the Greek theory in a vastly more 
elaborate and brilliant form, have left the modern chemist with some 70 
elements of determinate combining weights and inferribly different sizes. 
But are these ultimate ? And here the question turns in part on the 
inquiry as to whether the Democritan or the Aristotelian view of matter 
is the correct one. Democritus assumed discontinuous atoms in a void, 
Aristotle atoms floating, as it were, in a plenum of continuous stuff,— 
what we should now call ether, an existence so sure as only to be denied 
in the same connection as the metaphysican may deny ordinary physical 
objectivity. Now it was to the basic Aristotelian view that modern 
science was obviously looking, and, indeed, in such wise as to express 
a guarded opinion to the effect that atoms might represent differentia-

* tions of the matrix ether, just as organisms constitute differentiations 
rising out of a basis of original protoplasmic lumps of jelly.

The Russian chemist, Mendelejeff, had some years back made a most 
pregnant discovery in the way of showing that the elements, ranged 
according to their atomic weights, from 1 (hydrogen) to 240 (uranium), 
constitute grouped sections, the terms of which evidence transverse 
affinities towards the terms of other sections. Now comparing this with 
the so analogous phenomenon of parallel type developments in biology, 
the conception of an evolution of these elements is forcibly suggested. 
The hypothesis is most interestingly argued out in Prof. Crookes’ Genesis 
of the Elements and constitutes in Huxley’s words “ the burning question 
of physico-chemical science.”

And now, said the speaker, turning to review the cosmology of 
Spencer, consider what all this means. Does it not tend to advance in 
most forcible fashion the Spencerian conception of things as suggested in 
“ F i r s t  Principles’’:—viz., the sufficiency of mechanical explanations 
to  cover th e  ground of planetary and organic evolution F Mind, th is  w as 
a  question  of cosm ology no t of m etaphysic , a n d  fro m  th e  standpoint of

empirical science it was, as they might know from the neo-Hegelians, 
possible to accept the mqst (empirically) materialistic explanations of 
events consistently with a transcendental idealism.

The Conservation doctrine was next dealt with; its most important 
aspects being carefully entered into. Dr. Joule’s celebrated discovery 
of the mechanical equivalent of heat was adduced as perhaps the crown
ing victory of the great series here recorded. The molar and molecular 
aspects of this question having been treated of, the Cosmology of Spen
cer was again referred to. Particular stress was laid on his derivation of 
the subordinate agencies of evolution from the Persistence of Force which 
left no room for volitional or other interference. It had been suggested 
by von Hartmann that while Force remained invariable in quantity 
during the Wt>rld process, a direction might be given it by “ the uncon
scious.” But to direct in this sense, is to change a state of rest or given 
line of movement, and this means a creation of new energy.

The doctrine of planetary evolution was easy to follow. But the 
Nebular Theory r&quired patching, and he would refer them to Proctor’s 
very able criticised on the point. In essentials it seemed invincible. 
Passing on to the subject of organic evolution, the speaker stated that 
the notion of such a development from one or more simple primeval 
forms—in their turn traceable to carbon-combinations of inorganic 
matter—had been frequently stated in history. Even in Europe prior 
to Darwin, he could cite de Maillet, Erasmus Darwin, Lamarck, 
Chambers and others. The distinctive part of Darwin’s work was not 
therefore his mere evolutionism—for to assert is very easy—but his par
ticular assignments of factors, among which Natural Selection bore the 
brunt of the day. Having illustrated the relations of the multiplication 
of species and natural selection, and surveyed the various arguments for 
Evolution, so ably codified in Spencer’s “ Principles of Biology,” Mr. 
Fawcett dealt at some length with objections. Touching on the “ miss
ing link” crux, once so confidently advanced in the matter of human 
evolution, he pointed out that the geological record was very faulty. 
Percolation of water dissolved no end of bones which would otherwise 
have been stored away as legacies for us in the bowels of the earth. 
A good instance which might be referred to was Huxley’s account of 
the Connecticut Valley in America. Though thousands of footprints of 
very many species of huge animals had left their impress on the stand- 
stone—an old sea-shore—very many millions of years ago—only one 
skeleton of one of the smallest forms has been found. Yet these animals 
of the larger sort had nearly a seven foot stride! Hence if bones of these 
enormous dinosaurs—if such they were—were dissolved, what chance 
was there of meeting the primeval “ Homo pithecanthropus” or Ape-Man 
whose traces are so plainly left in our inherited vicious (i. e ., unsocial) ten
dencies. He then cited a distinguished Evolutionist, Dr. Eomanes, 
F. R. S., who expressed the view of modern geologists that the “missing 
link” objection was worthless. With the exception of Quatrefages, all



naturalists of emmcnce in Europe have now recognised the truth of tho 
Anthropogenesis propounded by Darwin, Spencer, Wallace, Haeckel, 
Huxley, Romanes and the other great lights of science. The speaker 
herd renlarked that he had once been attracted by the mystical alter
native doctrine now taught as a dogma of Theosophy in London. Further 
research and maturer views had convinced him of its unsatisfactory 
nature. It reads like a modernised version of Puranic mythology.

Evolutionist psychology was next touched upon as propounded 
in the “ Principles of Psychology” of Spencer, and Romanes’ “Mental 
Evolution in Man” and “ in Animals.” These magnificent structures 
were of course written from the standpoint of historical psychology, but 
they set the subject-matter of half the divisions of philosophy on a new 
footing.

The intellectual environment of to-day was one of a very mixed 
character. Christianity in Europe was decaying, Buddhism in the East 
seemed like a stagnant and not altogether fragrant pool, while even the 
hoary fabric of Hindu systems seemed to have received a shock—at 
least so far as their adherents in the centres of education were concerned* 
But confining his attention to the seething currents of thought agitating 
the West, he considered that the formation of the Theosophical Society in 
New York—in the year 1875—responded to a very real need. They 
must, of course, discount at their worth the occasional remarks anent the 
“ materialism” of the West, for the implication was not accurate. The 
idealists and pantheists in Western philosophy were legion, mystics cheap, 
and interest in the destiny of man never more acute. Even Science, 
though agnostic in name,—for materialists there are none now among 
leaders of European thought—is in reality intensely spiritual, seeing 
that its magnificent results indicate a pu rsu it and love of knowledge fo r  its  
own sake, the only “ spirituality” conceivable outside theological emotion
alism. But its spirituality, as displayed in the evolution of thought 
regarding cosmology and kindred issues, left a blank still in many 
minds. To gather together inquirers to search for a more comprehensive 
interpretation of the cosmos than that yielded by current agnosticism, 
was the inner kernel of the import of this Society. Its mission, then, 
was to supplement by co-operative research the work of empirical 
science, and to fill if possible the void left by current negation. Its 
declared objects seemed to crystallize round this nucleus. We were then 
a body of inquirers as the late Mr. Subba Row affirmed, when criticising 
a nascent theosophic orthodoxy. But is that position maintained ? To a 
great extent it is not. Those who are present here probably care very 
little about disputes touching the Theosophic camp. Probably you aro 
far more interested in what we individual members have to say on 
general topics than on this mere side-issue. But I will nevertheless 
take this opportmiity of reaffirming in your presence that old rule of 
our Constitution which enjoined the freest and fullest discussion. Tho 
lecturer concluded his address with a fine peroration, and resumed his 
scat amid great applause.

[ D r .  J k r o m e  A* A n d e r s o n  i s  o n o  o f  t h e  a b l e s t  a n d  m o s t  a c t i v e ,  T h e o s o p h i s t a  
i n  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  a n y t h i n g  f r o n t  I n s  p e n  i s  c e r t a i n  t o  b o  e x c e l l e n t .  O u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  
t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  h a v e  n o  d o u b t ,  t h a n k  u s  t o r  r e p r i n t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c e n t  a r t i c l o  
f r o m  “  T h e  G o ld e n  E r a  o f  C a l i f o r n i a . ”  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  D r .  A n d e r s o n  h a s  g i v e n  a  
r e m a r k a b l y  c l e a r  a n d ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t  o i  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  a  f u t u r e  l i f o  
a s  e n u n c i a t e d  b y  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y . — E d . j

“  K a m a l  o c a  i s  a n  A s t r a l  l o c a l i t y , — t h e  H a d e s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s ,  a n d  a  l o c a l i t y  

o n l y  i n  a  r e l a t i v e  s e n s e .*’— K e y  to T h e o s o p h y .

“  T h e  s o u l  l i v e s  o n  t h r e e  p l a n e s ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  f o u r t h ,  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  s p h e r e  ; a n d  

ifc e x i s t s  e t e r n a l l y  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e .  T h e s e  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  : E a r t h  f o r  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  m a n ,  o r  t h e  a n i m a l  s o u l ; K a m a l o c a  f o r  t h e  d i s e m b o d i e d  m a n ,  o r  h i s  s h e l l ;  

D e v a c h a n  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  T r i a d . ” — S e cre t  D o c t r in e .

“  D e v a c h a n — a n  a b s o l u t e  o b l i v i o n  o f  a l l  t h a t  g a v e  p a i n  o r  s o r r o w  i n  t h e  p a s t  

i n c a r n a t i o n ,  a n d  e v e n  o b l i v i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  p a i n  o r  s o r r o w  e x i s t  

a t  a l l .” — K e y  to T h e o s o p h y . “  T h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  l i f e  j t h e  a b o d e  o f  b l i s s . ” — S e c r e t  

D o c t r in e .

“  N i r v a n a — d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y .  A n  A r h a t  s e e s  N i r v a n a  d u r i n g  h i s  life .* *  

— V o ic e  o f  th e  S i le n c e .  “  T h e  e x t i n g u i s h m e n t  o f  d e s i r e ; a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  t h «  i l l u s i o n s  

o f  m a t t e r  ; C O N S C I O U S  r e s t  i n  O m n i s c i e n c e . ” — G lo s s a r y .

I ^HE K E Y  to  the  p roper conception of these states of consciousness is 
found in  the quotation from  “ The Voice of the  Silence,” ‘‘A n A rh a t 

sees N irvana du ring  his life.”
This m eans th a t they  are tlia t which we have designated tliem —states 

of consciousness, unconnected w ith  any place or locality. I f  an A rha t “ sees 
N irvana” w hile y e t in  the  physical body, i t  is because he has, th rough  th e  
efforts of h is tra ined  will, penetra ted  beyond the lim itations of physical 
consciousness. I f  an ordinary m an “ sees D evachan” on ea rth —and the day- 
dream er, build ing  “ castles in th e  a ir,” very  closely approxim ates th is con- 
d ition—it is because his m ind has cast off for a tim e its  m ateria l fe tte rs, 
and functions on an inner and more sp iritua l p la n e ; understand ing  by “ m ind” 
th e  sum  of the  conscious sta tes grouped under thought, will and  feeling. I f  
th e  sensual and passionate m an finds him self in Kamaloca when yielding tu  
th e  angry  im pulses of his lower nature, it is for the reason th a t his conscious
ness is lim ited to  th e  purely  physical.

They are  in  th e ir very  n a tu re  and essence subjective s ta tes of being, as 
indeed all being seems to be, if subm itted  to  crucial analysis. Since physical 
consciousness is m anifested on the physical plane of m atte r, which la tte r to  
our senses is certain ly  a  place, in  like m anner K am aloca consciousness is 
lim ited to  th e  A stra l plane of substance, and in this way m ay be understood 
as connected w ith  locality. B u t these associations arc no t essential. As we 
have shown, the place w here consciousness is experienced is n o th in g ; th e  
s ta te  itself, everything.

N or are  we to consider the analogous states of day-dreaming, anger, o r 
passion, as accurately identical w ith  D evachan, or Kamaloca. They are not, 
for the  reason th a t  w ith th e  form er there  is always the modification of th e  
th ink ing  princip le th rough  its connection w ith  tho body, w hile in  the  la tte r  
th is  union is severed by death, and the  im peding action of our physical senses 
w ithdraw n. Still, we shall be best able to  understand the  n a tu re  of tbe real 
K am aloca and  Devachan by a close stu d y  of the ir physical analogies, for as 
we have said, they  are the actual sta tes excepting for th is modification by th e  
physical body and lower principles. I t  is the same consciousness modified
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by its vehicle for expressing its dominating condition. While in the body, if 
in a passion, the animal soul, or centre for the expression of this form of 
mental energy is of necessity used; as a mechanic is compelled to take up a 
different tool when he wishes to cut, than thafc he uses for polishing only, 
on the other hand this passional centre could not be employed as the vehicle 
for devachanic day-dreams.

The consciousness vibrates from one to another of these vehicles, or 
principles, as Theosophy terms them, under the impelling influence of the 
will. Will, again, is the offspring of desire, and desire the underlying motive 
whioh directs our whole being or conscious existence. “ As a man thinks, so 
he is.” If we continuously find ourselves getting into rages, it is not, as 
most of us delude ourselves into thinking, the result of an unhappy combi
nation of environing circumstances; but because we live habitually upon 
this level. If our desires really ran in the direction of purity and spirituality, 
the same set of circumstances would arouse no corresponding vibrations 
within us, we would be non-receptive to them as completely as we now are 

the ultra-violet rays of the spectrum.
But, it may be asked, what have these Kamaloca and Devachanic analogies 

to do with the real Devachan and Kamaloca after death P Everything. Tho 
man who lives in the physical analogy of Kamaloca in life will find himself 
in the astral Kamaloca after death; and he who desires happy Devachanic 
dreams must cultivate spiritual tendencies on earth.

Perhaps a resort to object teaching may help to elucidate this. Let 
us suppose man to be living within a hollow sphere or globe, modelled after 
the fashion of that he now lives upon. This globe, then, would have a north 
and a south pole; thafc is, a spiritual and material extreme. An equator would 
divide its upper spiritual from its lower material hemisphere. Below this 
oquator would be the physical and Kamaloca consciousness; above the devacha
nic and nirvanic. Afc the upper pole would be the ethereal, spiritual attraction 
of his higher ego; at the lower, that of his grossly physical body, and each 
constantly exerting its utmost power to draw his human soul or his thinking 
principle, to its own pole. Now animal consciousness, and even human 
consciousness, incarnated within a’material body, has no choice but to sink 
with ifc to the very bottom, or material pole, of this globe we have taken as 
an illustration, except for the element of the human will, impelled by tho 
ruling desires, alluded to above. Under the influence of the will, however, 
the consciousness may be likened to a smaller globe, ever oscillating within 
the greater one. Now it floats, under the impulse of some altruistic, spiritual 
thought or desire, far above the dividing equator into the devachanic 
regions. In an instant it descends to Kamaloca, as some earthly desire or fit 
of passion affects it through the physical senses. Thus it ever vibrates to 
the impulses given it by the will; crossing the dividing line between the 
spiritual, permanent life, and the fleeting, physical one perhaps a thousand 
times a day. With some exceptionally spiritual natures, the oscillation may 
be Within the devachanic zone of consciousness for days or weeks, without 
fever touching the fatal equatorial line of animal appetites or selfish interests. 
On the other hand, a gross sensualist or materialist might keep his conscious
ness oscillating entirely below the line of spirituality for months, or even a 
lifetime.

‘Carrying our illustration a step further, let us suppose this larger, or 
environing globe, to have thc power of responding to, and of being influenced

by and even of recording, each visit made by tho smaller globe, representing 
the human consciousness, to any of its planes, or zones, either Devachanic, or 
those of Kamaloca or Nirvana. Let us suppose, also, thafc this influence 
takes the form of a kind of mental or thought deposit within the greater 
globe, and which, under the accretion of numberless visits, grows into a 
thought fund, so to speak; a memory deposit, upon which the personality 
can draw in order to maintain a conscious connection with, or memory of, its 
last life on earth, during the interval which must elapse in Devachan before 
it can again descend into the world of causes by reincarnating. This 
accretion may be likened to a sum of money, upon which a traveller must 
subsist while abroad, and which he has placed to his credifc before starting 
out upon his journey. Or a closer simile, perhaps, would be the caches of 
provisions which an Arctic exploring party secrete upon their upward march 
and without which they must perish during their return. These comparisons, 
crude and imperfect as they of necessity are, enable us to catch a glimpse, a 
shadowy conception, at any rate, of the mutual interrelation and interdepen
dence of our life upon earth and that which awaits us after death. In 
other words, we are daily and hourly creating the conditions which, without 
the arbitrary interference of any personal god, will determine our state ih 
the next or subjective phase of our existence, as well as influencing largely 
even our future physical lives.

L et us endeavour to make this plain. After death, when the physical 
vehicle of consciousness is destroyed, the soul is compelled to continue ita 
existence in a subjective state. A blind man cannot see, nor a deaf one hear; 
they lack the physical organs. Therefore, when all of man’s physical senses 
are removed by death, either his consciousness is annihilated, as the material
ists claim, or it must become subjective—must function on an inner plane 
of being, as Theosophy teaches. Then this is what happens after death- 
returning to our globe illustration. The grossly physical attraction at the 
lower pole being thus removed, the soul rises to that point in the globe where 
its mental deposits during life have been of sufficient amount to sustain it; ifc 
being now bereft of the impulses of the will by reason of thafc will having 
become paralysed by tho withdrawal of the lower Principles, through 
which it had been accustomed to function, and through its not yet having 
learned to function on spiritual planes and in spiritual vehicles. If, now, 
the devachanic accretions preponderate, it floats to this zone, and remain̂  
until it has received its reward for, or, rather, exhausted the effects of, the 
altruistic and elevating thoughts and aspirations of its last life. If the 
kamaloca deposits are in excess, there the consciousness remains until, 
having succeeded in separating itself from these, it floats up to its deva
chanic stores, or having none there, it either returns to earth and reincar
nates again, or slowly fades out upon this plane. Bufc this preponderance of 
deposits does not mean simply an accurate physical or mental balancing 
of accounts; a casting up of a debtor and a creditor column. If this were so; 
few, perhaps, would reach Devachan. But, just as the material attraction 
was greatly in excess during life, through the physical or bodily connection, 
bo now the spiritual forces at the upper pole exercise a correspondingly 
increased influence when no longer counterbalanced by the body ; so much 
so that Devachan is the almost universal stato of the human soul after death. 
For the personal consciousness, of the “ I am I,” not to be drawn into the 
safety of Devachan moans, as we hinted above, thc most terrible fate for it—



ifcs u tte r  and entire  extinction. Remember, th e  poles of ou r globe have m ore 
a ttr ib u te s  than  being m erely h igher and lower, or ou te r and  inner. T he 
great, the all im portan t, difference consists in th a t th e  one is e te rna l and  
everlasting* and  the o ther m ortal and  im perm anent. T herefore we see b u t 
too p lain ly  how th a t  soul which has cu ltiva ted  none b u t g rossly  m ateria l 
affinities d u rin g  life, will find itse lf overpow eringly draw n down in to  th e  
abyss of m a tte r  and destruction  a t death. T his is th e  tru e  and  esoteric 
^meaning of th e  sc rip tu ra l in junction  to  “ lay up  treasures in  heaven.” F o r 
“ w here a m an’s treasu re  is, th e re  will his h ea rt be also,” has a rea l and aw ful 
Significance w hen read by th e  lig h t of theosophic teachings. H ere in  is found 
th e  explanation and m eaning of th a t  m ysterious ten e t ru n n in g  th ro u g h  all 
re lig ions—th e  possibility  of th e  e te rn a l loss of th e  soul. B u t if  th is  possibi
lity  is also pointed  out and explained by Theosophy, so too, is th e  way by  
m eans of which we m ay avoid i t  ind ica ted  so p lain ly  th a t “ even a  fool need 
n o t e r r  therein . ”

I t  m igh t be supposed th a t, since all souls m ust of necessity  live to  a 
g rea te r or lesser degree upon the  K am aloca plane, thereby lay ing  up  tr e a 
su res  of a h igh ly  undesirable na tu re , y e t as they  alm ost w ithou t exception 
pass into th e  devachanic s ta te  a fte r death, th e  effects or k arm a of these evil 
ac ts  were thus avoided. N ot so. This is ju s t th e  m istake th a t  C h ris tian ity  
m akes, w hen it  transla tes its  repen tan t m urderer from the  gallows to  e te rna l 
bliss, by m eans of its  unphilosophical and  u n ju s t vicarious atonem ent. Theo
sophy com m its no such b lunder. A s th e  soul, having experienced th e  sp iri
tu a l effects of th e  sp iritual causes set in  m otion while in  the  body, or, in  o ther 
w ords, hav ing  received its devachanic rew ard, on the upper planes of ou r 
globe, descends to  re incarnate  in ano ther body, it  m eets in  K am aloca th e  
effects of these evil acts and  though ts, ju s t  as it  encountered  th e  effects of 

| its  sp iritua l deeds in D evachan. B u t it  does no t exhaust these  effects in
i K amaloca, as i t  d id the good in D evachan. E vil acts belong to  th e  m ateria l
I p lane, w hich is K am aloca in one sense, and  they  therefore follow th e  reincar-
| n a tin g  soul in to  its  new  body, largely  determ in ing  the  selection of th e  body,

th ro u g h  th e  p lay  of m agnetic affinity. A s M adamo B lavatsky, in  th e  K ey to  
! Theosophy, ex p la in s; “ They are  destroyed as th e  w orking stock in  hand  of
| th e  p e rso n a lity ; they  rem ain as karm ic effects o r germ s, hang ing  in  th e  a ir
\ of the  te rre s tr ia l plane, ready  to  come to  life as so m any avenging  fiends, to

a tta c h  them selves to the  new personality  of th e  ego w hen i t  re incarnates.” 
T hus we s e e th e  perfect ju s tice  and reasonableness of th e  Theosophic con
ception of these post mortem states, as well as w hy we a re  daily and  hourly  
influencing and determ ining our fu tu re  sta tes, both  in  and  ou t of our fu tu re  

j bodies, as asserted  above. Tho m an who finds him self in  a diseased or deform  -
1 ed body, or a  m em ber of a depraved fam ily, cannot, under th e  teachings of
! Theosophy* charge  i t  to  accident, nor in justice, nor to carelessness or ind iffer

ence on the  p a r t  of some god, b u t m u s t recognize i t  as the  re su lt of these
! karm ic “ fiends,” those unexhausted  kam aloca causes, c reated  d u rin g  his
! p a s t incarnation, w hich have followed him  in to  th e  only plane w here they

could be satisfied—th a t of physical life.
(To be coniimied.)

KARMA versus BACILLUS.

I
T  i s  n o w  a c k n o w le d g e d  e v e n  b y  M a t e r i a l i s t i c  S c i e n c e  t h a t  m in d  

a c t s  p o w e r f u l l y  u p o n  b o d y ; a n d  m o s t  p e o p le  b e l i e v e  t h a t  v a r i o u s  

o b s c u r e  f o r c e s ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  c a u s e s ,  b u t  w h o s e  e f f e c t s  a r e  

u n m is t a k e a b le ,  a c t  u p o n  m in d .  F o r  in s t a n c e ,  a n  u n e a s y  m in d ,  e s p e c i 

a l l y  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  g u i l t y  c o n s c ie n c e ,  i s  q u i t e  in c o m p a t ib l e  w i t h  s t r o n g  

v i t a l i t y .  A n y  p h y s i c i a n  w i l l  a l l o w  t h i s ,  w e  f a n c y .  T h e  “ M in d - C u r e ”  

d o c t o r s  c a r r y  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  t o  e x t r e m e ,  a n d  a p p ly  i t  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  

e m o t io n s ,  b u t  t o  “  e r r o r ,” — a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  q u a s i - in t e l l e c t u a l  e l e m e n t ,  

a n d  i n  s o  d o in g  t h e y  c o m p le t e  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  d i s e a s e  a n d  

K a r m a ,  a l r e a d y  h a l f  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  e m o t io n  a s  a  

d e t e r m i n i n g  c a u s e  o f  i l l  h e a l t h .

K a r m a ,  a s  o u r  r e a d e r s  k n o w ,  i s  a  f a c t o r  in  t h e  E a s t e r n  S c i e n c e  

o f  M e d ic in e ,  a n d  m o r a l  c a u s e s  f o r  p h y s i c a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  p o s t u l a t e d  i n  

a n c i e n t  O r ie n t a l  b o o k s .  I t  w a s  o n c e  u n i v e r s a l l y  s u p p o s e d ,  a n d  s t i l l  

i s  b e l i e v e d  b y  m a n y  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  t h a t  t h o s e  d is e a s e s  w h i c h  h a v e  a  

K a r m ic  o r i g i n  r e s i s t  t h e  r e m e d ie s  t h a t  a r e  e f f e c t iv e  i n  o r d in a r y  c a s e s .  

O f  c o u r s e  a  m o c k i n g  W e s t e r n  p h y s i c i a n  w^ould l a u g h i n g l y  d e c la r e  

t h a t  t h i s  t h e o r y  w a s  i n v e n t e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  m i s t a k e s  o f  

t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r .  L e t  n o t  t h e  m o d e r n  p h y s i c i a n  l a u g h  ; r a t h e r  l e t  h i m  

p o n d e r  a  l i t t l e  a n d  s e e  w h e t h e r ,  i f  s u c h  b e  t h e  o r ig in  o f  t h e  t h e o r y ,  

i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  m o r e  j u d i c i o u s  f o r  h i m  t o  h o l d  h i s  t o n g u e ,  a n d  q u i e t l y  

a d o p t  t h e  K a r m ic  t h e o r y  h i m s e l f .  H e  m i g h t  f in d  i t  u s e f u l .

N o w  i f  i t  b e  o n c e  a l l o w e d  t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a c t s  u p o n  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  

— a s  i s  t h e  g r o w i n g  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  W e s t , — w h o  i s  g o i n g  t o  s e t  a  l i m i t  

t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t  o f  t h i s  a c t io n  p W h e n  y o u  g e t  t h e m  i n  a  

c o r n e r  t h e r e  i s  n o  m o r e  h u m b le  s e t  o f  m e n  t h a n  t h c  d o c t o r s .  

M e d ic a l  w o r k s  b r i s t l e  w i t h  c o n f e s s io n s  o f  i g n o r a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  e v e n  

o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a c c e p t e d  a s  t e a c h e r s ,  de faut de mieux. I f  t h e r e  b e  

a n y  M e d ic a l  a u t h o r i t y  a u d a c io u s  e n o u g h  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  h e  c a n  s e t  

t h e  l i m i t  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a c t io n  o f  m i n d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  d i s e a s e ,  

w e  h a v e  y e t  to  l e a r n  h i s  n a m e  ; a n d  u n t i l  s o m e  o n e  n o t  o n l y  a s s u m e s  

t o  s e t  t h e s e  l i m i t s ,  b u t  j u s t i f i e s  h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  b y  v a l i d  p r o o f ,  t h e  l e s s  

t h e  M . R .  C . S .  a n d  t h e  M . D s .  s m i l e  a t  E a s t e r n  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  in t r o d u c -  

i n g  K a r m a  in t o  t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  o f  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e i r  r e p u t a t io n  f o r  

h o n e s t y .  T h e  g e r m  t h e o r y  o f  d i s e a s e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  a p p e a r s  a t  f ir s t  s i g h t  

u t t e r l y  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i t h  t h e  K a r m ic  t h e o r y .  N o t h i n g  c o u ld  b e  m o r e  

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  t h a n  a  b a c i l l u s .  T o  n a m e  t h e  n a m e s  i n  o n e  b r e a t h  o f  

G e r m  t h e o r y  o f  d i s e a s e  a n d  u K a r m ic  t h e o r y  o f  d i s e a s e ” c r e a t e s  a  

c o n t r a s t  t h a t  i s  p r o v o c a t iv e ,  s o m e h o w  o r  o t h e r ,  o f  a  s m i le .  S t i l l  K a r m a  

w o r k s  b y  m a t e r i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  w h y  s h o u ld  n o t  t h e  b a c i l l u s  b e  a n  

i n s t r u m e n t — a  h u m b le  b u t ,  w i t h a l l ,  t y r a n n i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t — o f  K a r m a  i n  

t h i s  c a s e  ? I t  i s  a  w o l l  k n o w n  a n d ,  f o r  s c ie n c e ,  u t t e r l y  p u z z l i n g  c ir c u m 

s t a n c e ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  s w a r m s  w i t h  a l l  k in d s  o f  d e s t r u c 

t i v e  g e r m s ,  h a r d l y  a n y  o f  u s  a r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e m .  T h e r e  i s  m o s t  

d e c i d e d l y  a n  “ m  u n know n  f a c t o r ,  in  t h e  g e r m  t h e o r y  of d is e a s e ,  o r



h u m a n i t y  w o u ld  h a v e  l o n g  a g o  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h .  I t  i s  p r o 

b a b l e  t h a t  a n y  d a y ,  b e f o r e  b r e a k f a s t ,  e v e r y  o n e  t a k e s  in t o  a n d  e x p e l s  

f r o m  h i s  l u n g s  d i s e a s e  g e r m s  s u f f i c i e n t  a  h u n d r e d  t i m e s  o v e r  t o  g i v e  

h im  h a l f  t h e  i l l s  t h a t  f l e s h  i s  h e i r  t o ,  d id  t h e s e  g e r m s  o n l y  s t a y  i n  h i s  

l u n g s  a n d  p a s s  i n t o  h i s  b lo o d .  T h e y  d o  n o t  d o  s o , e x c e p t  i n  t h e  r a r e s t  

i n s t a n c e s ;  a n d ,  to o ,  in  e p i d e m i c s  t h e  m a r v e l  i s  t h a t  a n y  o n e  e s c a p e s ,  

w h e n  a l l  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  b r e a t h i n g  t h e  g e r m - l a d e n  a ir .  T h a t  a n y o n e  

s h o u l d  e s c a p e  d u r in g  a n  e p i d e m i c  i s  q u i t e  a s  w o n d e r f u l ,  w h e n  o n e  

c o m e s  t o  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  a s  i t  w o u l d  b e  f o r  a  m a n  t o  b e  o u t  a l l  d a y  i n  t h e  

r a i n  a n d  n o t  t o  b e  t o u c h e d  b y  a  s i n g l e  d r o p .
I t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  i n  f i n d i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  g e r m  

t h e o r i s t s  h a v e  f o u n d  m o r e  t h a n  t h e y  b a r g a i n e d  f o r .  T h e y  h a v e  m o s t  

decidedly r a i s e d  t h o  q u e s t i o n : H o w  d o  w e  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h i s  c o n s t a n  

d a n g e r  o f  d e a t h  ? T h e y  m a y  h a v e  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  s i c k  m a n  a b o u t  t h e  

c a u s e  o f  h i s  i l l n e s s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  n o w  t o  a c c o u n t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h y  m a n  f o r  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  s u r v i v e s  a t  a l l .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  

■ v ita lity , w h e n  s t r o n g ,  p r e v e n t s  t h e  g e r m  f r o m  g e r m i n a t i n g ,  o r  p e r h a p s  

e v e n  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  t h e  s y s t e m ; b u t  t h i s  i s  m e r e l y  s t a t i n g  t h e  f a c t s  

i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a n d ,  a t  b e s t ,  n o  'm o r e  a n  u n p r o v e d  h y p o t h e s i s .  A g a i n ,  

e v e n  i f  i t  b e  t r u e ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  K a r m i c  t h e o r y  ; 

f o r  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h a t  c a s e  a  c o n t in u o u s  c h a in  o f  c a u s e s  a n d  e f f e c t s  f r o m  

K a r m a  t o  germ -im m unity : e v i l  d e e d s  c r e a t e  c o m p u n c t io n ,  c o n t r i t i o n ,  

s o r r o w ,  self-abasement, a n d  s o  fo r th ; these a r e  a l l  o f  them p r o d u c t iv e  

o f  a  l o w e r i n g  o f  vitality, a  l o w e r e d  v i t a l i t y  i s  t h e  c o n d i t io n  f o r  t h e  

g e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a c i l l u s ; w h e r e a s  a  h i g h  v i t a l i t y ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  

o f  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e s e  l o w e r i n g  c a u s e s ,  p r e s e n t s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e t  o f  c o n 

d i t i o n s  a n d  e f f e c t s .
N o w ,  i f  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  k i n d l y  b e a r  t h e  a b o v e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  in  

m i n d  w h e n  h e  r e a d s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c l i p p i n g  f r o m  t h e  Statesman, h e  

m a y  b e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t s  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  t h a n  h e  o t h e r w i s e  m i g h t  

h a v e  b e e n .
“ H in d o o  S y s te m  o f  M e d ic in e .—Few men probably have done more for tho 

revival and popularising of the medical science of the ancient Hindoos than 
Pandit Abinash Chunder Kabirutna. The Pundit is already favorably known to 
the public both as an Ayurvedic medical practitioner and as the author of Bengali 
t r a n s la t io n s  of two standard Sanskrit medical works, namely, the Charak 8anhita 
and the Susruta Sanhita. He is now engaged in bringing out English versions of 
these two works, and, we learn, has applied to the Government for its patronage 
thereto. The terms he asks for are the same aa those on which private subscribers 
a r e  to  be s u p p lie d  with the translations ; and the only concession he desires is that 
the Government should take a sufficient number of copies of the books, which are to 
be issued in serial numbers, so tha t he may be guaranteed in some measure from 
the risk of publication. The application is sufficiently reasonable, and the Govern
m e n t ,  w e  t h in k ,  m ig h t  gracefully comply therewith.” o w n

THE PRESIDENTS VISIT TO CEYLON.

O
N  t h e  8t h  o f  O c t o b e r  C o lo n e l  O lc o t t  l e f t  A d y a r  b y  r a i l  f o r  C o lo m b o  

via T u t i c o r in .  D e t a i n e d  a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t  t w o  d a y s  b y  n o n - a r r i v a l  

o f  t h e  B .  I .  S t e a m e r ,  h e  f i n a l l y  e m b a r k e d  i n  t h e  “  E l l o r a ” o n  t h e  12fch  

a n d  r e a c h e d  C o lo m b o  a t  d a y b r e a k  o n  t h e  1 3 t h .  A s  u s u a l  h e  w a s  m e t  

a n d  w a r m ly  g r e e t e d  b y  o u r  B u d d h i s t  b r o t h e r s ,  a n d  q u a r t e r e d  i n  “  T ic h -  

b o u r n e  H a l l , ”  a  g r a n d  b u n g a lo w  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e n t e d  f o r  t h e  G i r l s ’ H i g h  

S c h o o l  b y  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  W o m e n ’s  E d u c a t io n  S o c i e t y .  D r .  

D a l y  h a d  c o m e  i n  f r o m  t h e  M o f u s s i l  t o  m e e t  h im ,  a n d  h i s  t im e  w a s  q u i t e  

t a k e n  u p  w i t h  v i s i t o r s  a n d  v i s i t i n g .  A m o n g  o th e r s ,  h e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  

v e n e r a b l e  H i g h  P r i e s t  S u m a n g a l a  a n d  t h e  H o n .  P .  R a m a n a t h a n ,  a n d  

H .  E .  t h e  G o v e r n o r  ( S i r .  A .  E .  H a v e l o c k )  a n d  t h e  D ir e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  

I n s t r u c t io n ,  (M r . G r e e n ) ,  w e r e  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  r e c e iv e  h im .  H i s  t a l k s  

w i t h  b o t h  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  w e r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  im p o r t a n t .  H e  l e c 

t u r e d  a t  L a n a w a  o n  t h e  1 7 t h ,a t  a  t e m p l e  o f  W a s k a d u w e  S u b l i u t i ’s , a n d  o n  

t h e  1 8 t h  p r e s id e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r g a n iz e  t h e  S u n g h a m i t t a  B u d d h i s t  

G i r l s ’ H i g h  S c h o o l ,  f o r  w h i c h  g r e a t  f u n c t i o n  h i s  t r i p  t o  C e y lo n  w a s  

c h ie f ly  u n d e r t a k e n .  T h e  e v e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  e v e r  o c c u p y  a  p la c e  

i n  m o d e m  S i n h a l e s e  h i s t o r y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  u n iq u e  c h a r a c t e r .  E v e r y b o d y  

w h o  h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  E a s t  a n d  s e e n  t h e  d e p lo r a b l e  ig n o r a n c e  t o  w h i c h  

A s i a t i c  w o m e n  h a v e  b e e n  d o o m e d  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  s o c ia l  c u s t o m ,  t h e i r  

h e l p l e s s n e s s  t o  b e t t e r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  i n  m a n y  c o u n t r ie s  t h e i r  a b s o lu t e  

i m p r i s o n m e n t  b e h i n d  t h e  p u r d a h ,  w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h e  im m e n s e  c r e d i t  t h a t  

i s  d u e  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  S i n h a l e s e  B u d d h i s t  m a t r o n s ,  f o r  

t h e i r  s t e p  u p w a r d  i n  o r g a n i s i n g  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  S o c i e t y .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  s e x  e v e n  i n  a n y  W e s t 

e r n  c o u n t r y ,  w h i l e  h e r e  i t  c r o w n s  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e m  w i t h  h o n o r  

a n d  f a m e .  N o  l e s s  d o e s  i t  r e d o u n d  t o  t h e  h o n o r  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  p e r m i t t e d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m .  H .  E .  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  

v o i c i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  o p in io n  o f  o u r  r a c e ,  s a i d  t o  C o l.  O lc o t t  t h a t  w h e n  

t h e  f a c t  c a m e  t o  b o  m a d e  k n o w n  a t  h o m e ,  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  l a d i e s  

w o u l d  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  p u b l i c  s y m p a t h y  b u t  a d m ir a t io n — a p a r t ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  f r o m  a l l  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  m o v e m e n t .  S o  

m o d e s t l y  a n d  q u i e t l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a d  t h e  w o r k  b e e n  d o n e  t h a t  n o t  e v e n  

t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  h a d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  c a l l e d  t o  i t .  T h e  

c e r e m o n y  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  w a s  a  s p l e n d id  s u c c e s s : 

t h e r e  w a s .  a  g r e a t  a s s e m b l a g e ,  b o t h  a s  t o  n u m b e r s  a n d  s o c ia l  c o n 

s e q u e n c e ;  t h e  s e v e r a l  s p e a k e r s — C o l.  O ., H i g h  P r i e s t  S u m a n g a la ,  

H o n .  M r . R a m a n a t h a n ,  M r s .  W e e r a k o o n  ( P r e s .  W .  E .  S o c y . ) ,  P a n d i t  

B a t u w a n t a d a v e ,  D r .  D a l y ,  W e j e s i n h a  M u d a l i y a r ,  M r . B u u l t j e n s ,  B a b u  

K .  C . C h o w d r i  a n d  o t h e r s — w e r e  w a r m e d  u p  a n d  e l o q u e n t ;  t h e  f lo r a l  

d e c o r a t io n s  a n d  a r c h e s  w e r e  e x q u i s i t e l y  b e a u t i f u l ; t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  

g a i l y  b e d e c k e d  w i t h  f l a g s  ; t h e  w e a t h e r  m o s t  p r o p i t io u s  ; a n d ,  t o  c r o w n  

a l l ,  m o r e  t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d  r u p e e s  w e r e  s u b s c r ib e d  o n  t h e  s p o t .  O n e  

in c i d e n t  r e c a l l s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  e a r l y  M is s io n a r y  m e e t in g s  a t  h o m e : i n  

t h e  c o l l e c t io n  b a s k e t  a  p r e t t y  s a p p h i r e  r i n g  h a d  b e e n  p la c e d  b y  a  l a d y



who had no money in her pocket. Most~unfortunately, none of out* lazy 
friends have troubled themselves to send us a report of tho meeting, so 
we must omit details. The temper of the meeting was most excellent, 
and a surprise awaited every body in the fervidly eloquent address of 
Mrs. Weerakoon—first of her sex in Ceylon to mount the platform. 
Mr. Ramanathan said that ifc

“ Was nofc an exaggeration to say tha t lie could well have afforded to travel 
hundreds of iniles or the chance of hearing so beautiful an address as fchafc of 
Mrs. Weerakoon, and of seeing the most respectable ladies of Ceylon bft-nding 
themselves together for the elevation of their sex. Neither in his time nor thafc 
of his father or grandfather had Ceylon seen such a sight. I t  was full of promise 
for the future of the Sinhalese people. Only thafc morning the Hon. Abdul Raheman 
(Mussalman Member of Cooncil) had told him thafc before a Girls’ School could 
be started in his community, Government had to be persuaded to bring two lady 
teachers from Bombay, and bind itself to pay the school expenses for two years. 
What had these Buddhist ladies asked or received of Government P Nofc one ropee. 
In  facfc they had worked so quietly that no officer of Government; seemed to havo 
even heard of'this most important movement...The speaker concluded his address 
with a very strong expression of his admiration and friendship for Col. Olcotfc, who 
had been laboring in Ceylon and India and endeared himself to all hearts.’* 
(Buddhist'8 report).

This “ Sanghamitta” School is the fifth opened by the Sinhalese 
ladies within the past twelve months, and already between 600 and 700 
Buddhist girls have become pupils.

On the 19th October Col. Olcott opened a Boys’ School near Kotta, 
and on the 21st addressed a meeting at Wakada and raised Rs. 1,400 
towards starting another. The 22nd was a busy day. In the morning 
the inevitable group-photographs (copies promised, but not yet sent to 
Adyar); afternoon, Prize Distribution at our Boys’ High School—the 
one begun by Mr. Leadbeater and now conducted so admirably by Mr.* 
Bunltjens that there were N inety  p e e  cen t , of passes in the examination, 
last month ; evening, Anniversary Dinner and meeting of the Colombo 
Theosophical Society. A very important feature of the last-named eventi 
was the submission by Mr. W. F. Wijesekara, the Secretary, of the 
Society’s Financial Report for ten years—1880 to date. The following 
officers were elected for the coming year: President—Mr. D. A. 
Batuwantudave. Vice-Presidents—Messrs.' A. E. Buultjens and W. de 
Abrew. Secretary and Treasurer—Mr. William F. Wijayasekera. 
Assistant Secretary.—Mr. R. Batuwantudawe. Auditor—Mr. Sedris de 
Silva. Councillors—Mr. H. Silva, Mr. J. R. de Silva* Mr. G. Wimala-* 
suriya. Press-Manager—Mr. Gk P. Weerasekera.

There were two special meetings of the Colombo Theosophical 
Society to attend; several weighty conferences to hold with Mr. Rama
nathan about Sinhalese and' Tamil public interests; a form of Trust1 
Deed to draft, with the aid of Mr. Ohlmiis, the Notary, for the manage-, 
ment of the new Buddhist Fund which Dr. Daly is now collecting in 
Col. Olcott’s name ; and many other details to attend to before leaving 
the Island. All being finally disposed of, the_PrGsident Founder sailed *

o n  t h e  2 7 t l i  f o r  T u t ic o r in ,  o n  t h e  “ C h in d w a r a ,” la n d e d  th e  n e x t  d a y ,  a n d  

o n  t h e  29fcli, in  c o m p a n y  w ifch K r i s h n a  B a b u  a n d  h is  n e p h e w ,  w h o  h a d  

c r o s s e d  w i t h  h im ,  t o o k  t r a i n  f o r  T i n n e v e l l y ,  m e t  M t\  B e r t r a m  .K e ig h t le y  

b y  a p p o in t m e n t ,  a n d  r o d e  o n  a l l  n ig lifc  b y  b n l lo c k - c o a c h  t o  A m b a 

s a m u d r a m , t h e  s c e n e  o f  p o o r  P o w e l l ’s  s u d d e n  d e a t h  a n d  t h e . s t a t i o n  o£  

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  a n d  u s e f u l  a m o n g  o u r  I n d ia n  B r a n c h e s .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e a d i n g  a r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  Buddhist t h r o w s  a  l i g h t  n p o n  

t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  B u d d h i s m  in  C e y lo n ,  a n d  c la im s  t h e  a t t e n t io n  a n d  sym-*- 

p a t h y  o f  a l l  g o o d  p e o p le  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a w a k e n in g  n o w  t a k in g  p la c o  

i n  t h a t  I s la n d .  ‘ i

“  C u r r e n t  E v E N T f c . - - T h e s e  a r e  b H g h t  d a y s  f o r  B u d d h i s m ' i n  C e y l o n  : b r i g h t e r  w o  

h a v e  nofc h a d  s i n c e  t h e  r e v i v a l  b e g a n  i n  1 8 8 0 .  T h o  p e o p l e  a r e  a t  l a s t  b e c o m i n g  

t h o r o u g h l y  a r o u s e d :  t h e y  b e g i n  t o  s e e  t h o  d a n g e r  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  r u n n i n g  i n  l e a v 

i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  - o f  t l i e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  h o s t i l e  h a n d s .  S c h o o l s  a r e  s p r i n g i n g  u p  

e v e r y w h e r e ,  b o o k s  a r e  c a l l e d  f o r ,  a n d  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  o n r  t w o  J o u r n a l s  ia  i n c r e a s 

i n g .  S o m e  o f  o u r  b i t t e r e s t  o p p o n e n t s  h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  o t h e r s ,  s i l e n c e d  b y  t h o  

r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a r e  c h a n g i n g  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y  

a u g m e n t s  d a i l y  a n d  o u r  t r i e d  a n d  fc iu e  w o r k e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d .

S t u d e n t  p r i e s t s  f r o m  J a p a n ,  B u r m a h ,  C a m b o d i a ,  S i a m  a n d  C h i t t a g o n g  a r e  r e c e i v 

i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  V a l u a b l e  P a l i  b o o k s  l i k e  t h e  V is it d d h i  M a r g a  a r e  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d ,  

a n d  t h e  p r o s p e c t  l o o k s  f a v o r a b l e  a l l  r o u n d .  B u t  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o^fc g r a t i f y i n g  facfc  

o f  a l l  i s  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  f o r  F e m a l e  E d u c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d  o f  a  

c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  B u d d h i s t  m a t r o n s .  T h e  W o m e n ’s  E d u c a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  h a a  

a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  a  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  e i g h t  h u n d r e d  ; f o u r  c o u n t r y  

s c h o o l s  f o r  g i r l s  c o n t a i n  a b o u t  f iv o  h u n d r e d  p u p i l s ,  a n d  o n  t h o  1 8 t h  i n s t a n t  a  H i g h  

S c h o o l  f o r  g i r l s  w a s  o p e n e d  a t  C o l o m b o ,  u n d e r  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  a a s p i c e s ,  a s  o u r  r e a d e r s  

A l r e a d y  k n o w .

* P r i z e  D a y  a t  o u r  B o y s ’ E n g l i s h  S c h o o l ,  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  l a s t  w e e k *  

w a s  a l s o  a  g r a n d  e v e n t .  S o  r a p i d l y  h a v e  B u d d h i s t  s c h o o ls  m u l t i p l i e d  t h a t  a l r e a d y  

w e  h a v e  b e e n  o b l i g e d  t o  t a k e  f o r t y - t w o  u n d e r  o u r  m a n a g e m e n t .  D r .  J .  B o w le s '  

D a l y  h a s  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r ,  a n d  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  h a s  b e e n  d e v i s i n g  

a  s c h e m e  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  a  b u re a u  o f  B u d d h i s t i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  G r a v e  p u b l i c  q u e s t i o n s  

p r e s s  u p o n  o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  f o r  a d j u s t m e n t ,  a m o n g  t h e m  t h e  T e m p o r a l i t i e s  O r d i n a n c o  

f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  m a n g e m e n t  o f  T e m p l e  e n d o w m e n t s .  T h e  S i n h a l e s e  n a t i o n  h a s  n o t  a s  

y e t  e v o l v e d  i t s  n e e d e d  l e a d e r s ,  s o  m e a n w h i l e  t h o  T h e o s o p h i d a l  S o c i e t y  i s  c o l l e c 

t i v e l y ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  i t s  V e r n a c u l a r  p a p e r  a n d  i t s  b o o k - p u b l i s h i n g  c o n c e r n ,  h e l p i n g  

t o  l i f t  t h e  n a t i o n  u p o n  i t s  l e g s .  T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  

f r i e n d s  e x p e c t  s o  m u c h  f r o m  t h e  w o m e n ’s  m o v e m e n t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  m o t h e r  a n d  w i f e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  u s ,  m e n ,  f o r  g o o d . ”



' g J t e i H c n u * .

T H E  T E M P L E  V E S T I B U L E .

] v l i i s  n e w  b o o k  “ I n  t h e  P r o n a o s  o f  t h e  T e m p l e , ”  D r .  F r a n z  

H a r t m a n n  c o m m e n t s  o n  p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  o l d  H e r m e t i c  w r i t i n g s  a n d  

m e d ia e v a l  R o s i c r u c ia n s .  T h e  g e n e r a l  a im  o f  t h e  w o r k ,  w h i c h  i s  o f  a  

s o m e w h a t  r a m b l i n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h a t  o f  e m p h a s i z i n g  r e l i a n c e  

o n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s o u l - l i f e  o f  m a n  a s  t h e  k e y  t o  t r u e  k n o w l e d g e .  D e s p i t e  

a  f o r m id a b le  l e a v e n  o f  lo o s e  t h i n k i n g  an d . r e p e t i t i o n ,  D r .  H a r t m a n n ' s  

r e s e a r c h e s  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  p r o v e  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  m o r e  e m o t io n a l  c la s s  o f  

m y s t i c s .  ___________________

P A T A N J A L I ’S  Y O G A  P H I L O S O P H Y  *

O u r  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  B r o t h e r ,  M r . T u k a r a m  T a t y a  o f  B o m b a y ,  p r e -  

Ren t s  u s  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  a  n e w  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w e l l  k n o w n  w o r k  o f  

P a t a n j a l i .  T h i s  i s  m e a n t ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  t o  b e  a n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  w o r k  

f r o m  t h e  o n e  e n t i t l e d  “  T h e  Y o g a  P h i l o s o p h y , ”  b e i n g  t h e  T e x t  o f  P a t a n j a l i  

w i t h  B l io j a  D e v a ’s  c o m m e n t a r y ,  t r a n s la t e d  b y  D r s .  B a l l a n t y n e  a n d  G o v in -  

d a  S h a s t r i ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  s o m e  t im e  a g o  b y  t h e  s a m e  g e n t l e m a n .  I n  f a c t ,  

w e  a r e  t o ld  in  t h e  P r c f a c e  t h a t  i t  i s  m e a n t  t o  r e p la c e  i t .  I t  w a s  a  p l e a s a n t  

t a s k  to  c o m p a r e  t h e  o n e  b e f o r e  u s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  D r s .  R a j e n d r a la la  M i t r a  

a n d  B a l l a n t y n e ,  a u d  w e  a r e  g l a d  to  p r o n o u n c e  t h i s  s u p e r io r  t o  e i t h e r  o f  

t l i e  t w o ,  in  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r  h a d ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  c o n s u l 

t a t i o n  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  Y o g i s ,  w h i l e  t h e  t w o  o t h e r s  h a d  n o t .  T h e  t r a n s 

l a t i o n  m a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n  a s  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

a u t h o r  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  p r e c e d i n g  w o r k .  A n o t h e r  a d v a n t a g e  i s  t h a t ,  

w h i l e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  a r e  l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  B h o j a  D e v a ’s  c o m 

m e n t a r y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e  i s  u a  c l e a r  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  S u t r a s  a s  s u i t e d  

t o  t h e  w a n t s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e a d e r ,  without omitting whatever is critical in 
the several commentaries.” T h e  i t a l i c s  a r e  o u r s .  A  t h i r d  a d v a n t a g e  m a y  

b e  m e n t io n e d ,  viz., t h a t  t h e  p r ic e  i s  o n ly  R s .  1 -8 - 0 ,  b e i n g  o n l y  a  f i f t h  o f  

R a j a h  D r .  R a j e n d r a l a l a  M it r a ’s . T h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  A p p e n d i x  a r e  v a l u 

a b le ,  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  la t t e r ,  t o  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  w i s h  t o  s t u d y  t h e  

s c i e n c e  p r a c t i c a l l y .  I n  s h o r t ,  P r o f .  M . N .  D v i v e d i ’s  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  

t h e  w o r k  a s  t r a n s l a t o r  i s  a  s u f f i c ie n t  g u a r a n t e e  f o r  i t s  l i t e r a r y  v a l u e ,  

a n d  w e  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d  i t  t o  o u r  b r e t h r e n  a s  t h e  c h e a p e s t  t r a n s l a 

t i o n  t h e y  c a n  h a v e ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l .  W e ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e g r e t  t h a t  

M r . T u k a r a m  h a s  f r o m  t h i s  e d i t i o n  o m i t t e d  t h e  v a lu a b le  I n t r o d u c t i o n s  

a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  A p p e n d i c e s  w h i c h  f o r m e d  s o  im p o r t a n t  a, f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  

“  Y o g a  P h i l o s o p h y , ”  a n d  h o p e  t h e y  m a y  f in d  a  p la c e  in  t h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n .

S .  E .  G .

*  T h e  Y o g a  S u t r a s  o f  P a t a n j a l i  ( T r a n s l a t i o n ,  w i t h  I n t r o d u c t i o n  A p p e n d i x  
n n d  N o t e s  b a s e d  o n  s e v e r a l  a u t h e n t i c  c o m m e n t a r i e s ) .  B y  M a n i l a l  N a b h n b h a i ,  
D v i v e d i ,  s o m e  t i m e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S a n s c r i t  i n  S a m a l d o s  C o l l e g e .  P u b l i s h e d  b y  
T u k p r a i n  T a t y a  fo» ' t h o  B o m b a y  T h e o s o p h i c a l  P u b l i c a t i o n  F u n d .  P r i c c  B e .  1 - 8 - 0 .

g o m s p o n f t e n c e .

T H E O S O P H Y  I N  W E S T E R N  L A N D S .

[From our London Correspondent. ]

L o n d o n ,  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 0 0 .

O u r  u a c t i v i t i e s ”  c o n t in u e  t o  f lo u r i s h  w i t h  e v e r - i n c r e a s in g  e n e r ^ r .  

E v e r y  o n e  s e e m s  j u s t  n o w  t o  b e  p o s s e s s e d  b y  a  f e v e r  f o r  h a r d  w o r k , w h ic h  

i s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  p h e n o m e n a l .  P e r h a p s  t h e  s e t t i n g  n p  o f  t h e  “ H . P . B . ”  

p r i n t i n g  p r e s s — a s  i t  i s  t o  b e  c a l l e d — m a y  h a v e  s o m e t h in g  to  d o  w i t h  i t .  

C e r t a in  i t  i s  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s  t w o  a d m ir a b le  s c h e m e s  

o f  h e l p f u l  w o r k  h a v e  b e e n  o r g a n iz e d ,  a n d  b id  f a ir  t o  b o  s h o r t l y  c a r r ie d  

i n t o  e x e c u t io n .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  a  p r o p o s e d  h a l f - y e a r l y  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  

t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  Worhin^ - m e m b e r s  : i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  l e a f 

l e t  w h ic h  i s  in  d u e  c o u r s e  t o  b e  s e n t  r o u n d  t o  a l l  o u r  F e l l o w s  :—

“  I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t o  h o l d  a  h a l f - y e a r l y  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r k in g  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y .  T h r e e  d a y s  w i l l  b e  d e v o t e d  

t o  t h i s  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  h o l i d a y s ,  d u r in g  t h e  s e c o n d  w e e k  in  

J a n u a r y ; a n d  t h r e e  d a y s  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  h o l i d a y s ,  d u r in g  t h e  la s t  w e e k  

i n  J u n e .  T h o s e  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  u n a b le  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  o w n  e x p e n s e s  

w i l l  h a v e  f r e e  b o a r d  a t  H e a d - q u a r t e r s  d u r in g  th o s e  d a y s .  I n e x p e n s i v e  

r o o m s  i n  t h i s  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  c a n  e a s i l y  b e  p r o c u r e d .”

“ A t  t h e s e  C o n f e r e n c e s ,  p la n s  w i l l  b e  d is c u s s e d  fo r  t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  

o f  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  w o r k  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s ix  m o n t h s  ; a n d  w o r k in g  

m e m b e r s  a r e  f r e e l y  i n v i t e d  to  t a k e  p a r t  in  th o  d i s c u s s io n s ,  a n d  to  

p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e i r  o w n  v i e w s  a s  t o  t h e  b e s t  m e t h o d s  o f  s e r v in g  t h e .  

c a u s e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  b o t h  w i t h i n  a n d  o u t s id e  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  T h e  m a in  

o b j e c t  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  w o r k i n g  m e m b e r s  s h o u ld  h a v o  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  c o - o p e r a t in g  a s  f u l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .” T h i s ,  

w i t h  a  f e w  a d d i t io n a l  w o r d s  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  n o t ic e  to  b e  g i v e n  b e f o r e 

h a n d  b y  m e m b e r s  d e s ir o u s  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  C o n f e r e n c e s ,  i s  th o  p la n  

p r o p o s e d  : t h e  le a f le t  b e a r s  t h e  s ig n a t u r e  o f  o u r  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  fo r  f h o  

B r i t i s h  S e c t io n  T h e o s o p l i c ia l  S o c i e t y ,  viz., W .  R . O ld  ; a n d  t h e  c o p y  w h ic h  

l i e s  b e f o r e  m e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e s  f r o m  o u r  “ H .  P . B . ” p r e s s .  [  

m a y  a d d ,  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r o u s  o f f e r  o f  p r o v id i n g  f r e e  b o a r d  fo r  p o o r e r  

m e m b e r s  d u r in g  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e s  e m a n a t e s  fr o m  t h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t 

m e i s t e r ,  w h o  w i l l  s u b s c r ib e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u m  o n  e a c h  o c c a s io n .

I t  i s  f u r t h e r m o r e  i n t e n d e d  thafc a  l i t t l e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  p a p e r  b o  

i s s u e d  f r o m  t h e  “ I I .  P .  B . ”  p r e s s  e v e r y  f o r t n ig h t ,  to  b e  c a l l e d  The 
Va.han : t h e  f ir s t  n u m b e r  w i l l  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  1 s t  D e c e m b e r  ; in d e e d ,  

b y  t h e  t im e  t h i s  in f o r m a t io n  i s  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  y o u r  r e a d e r s ,  t h e  f i r s t  

c o p ie s  w i l l  b e  s p e e d in g  t h e i r  w a y  o u t  to  y o u  ! The Vahan i s  iu t e n d e d ,



p r im a r i ly ,  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  T h e o s o p h i s t s  ; m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r ly  t h o s e  

s c a t t e r e d  a n d  “ u n a t t a c h e d ” m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  r a r e ly  a b le  t o  p u t  t h e m 

s e l v e s  in  t o u c h  w i t h  H e a d - q u a r t e r s ,  o r  e v e n  w i t h  lo c a l  L o d g e s .  T h e  

p a p e r  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  e i g h t  p a g e s ,  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  m o d e r a t e  s u m  o f  t w o  

p e n c e  e a c h  n u m b e r  ! a n d  w i l l  b e  o n  s a l e  a t  7 , D u k e  S t r e e t .  T h e  s u b j e c t -  

m a t t e r  w i l l ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  b e  p r i n c i p a l l y  “  T h e o s o p h ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o n l y  

e n la r g e d  a n d  a m p l i f i e d  f a r  m o r e  t h a n  i t  h a s  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  f o r  

t h e m  t o  b e ,  i n  t h e  a l r e a d y  c r o w d e d  p a g e s  o f  Lucifer.

T h e  c l a s s  h e l d  w e e k l y — b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  

o n  T h u r s d a y s — f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  “ S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e , ” i s  v e r y  w e l l  

a t t e n d e d  ; a n d  a s  o u r  r e v e r e d  t e a c h e r  i s  p r e s e n t  o c c a s io n a l ly  t o  h e l p  

p u z z le d  s t u d e n t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  s o l v i n g  o f  k n o t t y  p o in t s ,  w e  t r u s t  w e  

m a y  r e a l l y  m a k e  s o m e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  m o s t  

w o n d e r f u l  s u c c e s s o r  t o  u I s i s  U n v e i l e d . ”

I  s e e  t h a t  M . E n g e n e  S im o n  c o n c lu d e s  h i s  “ F r e n c h  C i t y ”  i n  t h o  

c u r r e n t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  Nouvelle Revue. Y o u  m a y  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  I  n o t i c e d  

t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s a m e  s o m e  m o n t h s  a g o .  M . S im o n ’s  h e r o ,  

F a n - t a - g e n ,  s t a r t e d  a t  a  C h in a m a n  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  E a s t e r n  a n d  t h e  

W e s t e r n  i d e a l  o f  h a p p i n e s s  ; a n d  I  g a v e  y o u  o n e  o r  t w o  n o t a b le  p a s s a g e s  

f r o m  t h e  o p e n i n g  n u m b e r ,— p a s s a g e s  i n  w h i c h  M . S im o n  a p p r o a c h e s  

v e r y  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  T h e o s o p h ic  t e a c h i n g ,  a s  t o  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  a  m a n 's  s t a n d i n g  o r  f a l l i n g  alone t h a t  m a n k in d  i s  a  U n i t y ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  

d i v e r s i t y  o n l y  in t h a t  U n i t y .  W e  s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  a g r e e  w i t h  M . S im o n  

w h e n  h e  p u t s  i n t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  F a n - t a - g e n — i n  t h i s  c o n c lu d i n g  n u m -

k e r __ a  w h o l e s a l e  c o n d e m n a t io n  o f  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  o r ig in a l  s in  : “  F o r

C h r i s t ia n s ,” h e  s a y s ,  “ m a n  i s  b o r n  b a d — t h e  c h i l d  i s  c u r s e d  i n  h i s  

m o t h e r ’s  w o m b .  T h i s  id e a ,  p u t  f o r w a r d  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t im e  f i f t e e n  o r  

e i g h t e e n  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o ,  h a s  b e c o m e  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  m in d ,  

a n d  i s  t a u g h t  a s  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y .  I t  i s  t h e  m o r t a l  d i s e a s e  o f  

f a m i ’y  l i f e . . . . ,, M e n  a r e  b a d  i f  t h e y  a r e  m a d e  so , h e  t h i n k s ;  a n d  

t h a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  e d u c a t io n  o f  C h r i s t ia n  c o u n t r i e s  i s  a lm o s t  a s  p e r n ic io u s

a s  t h e  p u b l i c  p e s s im is m .  A g a i n ,  h e  s a y s ,  “  I n  C h in a  m o r a l i t y ..........

r e p o s e s  u p o n  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  a n c ie n t  a s  h u m a n i t y  i t s e l f .  F o u n d e d  u p o n  

u n iv e r s a l  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  h u m a n i t y ,  i t  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  d e v e lo p  t h e  k n o w 

l e d g e  a n d  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  t h e s e  t w o  p r i n c i p l e s :  a l l  t h a t  c o n f ir m s  a n d  

d r a w s  t o g e t h e r  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  t h e  w h o le  i s  m o r a l ,  a l l  

t h a t  o p p o s e s  i t  i s  im m o r a l .  T h a t  i s  o u r  c r i t e r i o n .”  A n d ,  in d e e d ,  w e  m a y  

a d d , i t  i s  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic  c r i t e r io n  a ls o .

“  S o u l  S h a p e s ”  i s  t h e  t i t l e  b o r n e  b y  a  r e c e n t l y  i s s u e d  a n d  v e r y  

c u r io u s  l i t t l e  b o o k ,  d e d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  a n o n y m o u s  a u t h o r  t o  “  T h e  B l u o  

S o u l !”  I t s  c o n t e n t s  f o r m  o n e  o f  t h e  v a l u a b l e  s i d e - l i g h t s  o c c a s io n a l ly  

t h r o w n  u p o n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  o c c u l t ; a n d  t h e  b o o k  i s  e v i d e n t l y  f r o m  

t h e  p e n  o f  a  n a t u r a l  c la i r v o y a n t .  I  s a y  “  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h r o w n ,”  b u t  

t r u l y  t h e s e  s i d e - l i g h t s  a p p e a r  i n  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  n o w - a - d a y s  : 

t h e i r  s p e c i a l  p e c u l i a r i t y  c o n s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e

n a t u r a l  c la i r v o 3ra n t s  w r i t e  a s  t h o u g h  t h e i r  a b n o r m a l  f a c u l t y  o f  s i g h t  

c o n s t i t u t e d  a  true v i s io n  o f  t h e  in n e r  w o r ld  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  t r e a t .

A  c a p i t a l  l i t t l e  a r t i c l e ,  b y  F .  W .  H a in e ,  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  West
minster Review f o r  l a s t  m o n t h ,  t h e  t i t l e  b e i n g  “ C o m m o n  S e n s e . ” I t  

c o n t a in s  a n  u n u s u a l  a m o u n t  o f  t h a t  m u c h - t a lk e d ,  b u t  e x c e e d i n g l y  r a r e ,  

c o m m o d i t y  ; in a s m u c h  a s  M r . H a i n e  d e p r e c a t e s  i t s  “  c o m m o n ” p o s s e s 

s io n ,  a t  a l l  ! T o  g i v e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i n  h i s  o w n  w o r d s  : “  I n d e e d ,  i t  m a y  

a lm o s t  b e  s a id ,  t h a t  c i v i l i s e d  m a n  s t a n d s  a lo n e  i n  b e i n g  d e v o id  o f  a  

c o m m o n  s e n s e  M a n y  t o p i c s  a r e  t o u c h e d  u p o n  i n  t h i s  b r ig h t ,  w e l l -

w r i t t e n  p a p e r ,  a n d  t h e  want o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  t h e  

m e t h o d s  o f  p r o c e d u r e  a d o p t e d  b y  m a n , i n  m a n y  f i e ld s  o f  a c t io n  : e s p e 

c i a l l y  i n  t h a t  o f  r e l i g i o n .

A r t i c l e s  o n  H y p n o t i s m  s t i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  a b o u n d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  n u m 

b e r s  o f  p e r io d ic a l s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s  : a n d  i t  i s  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  n o t e ,  in  t h e  

Universal Review, o n e  b y  C . N .  B a r h a m ,  p r e f a c e d  b y  a  q u o t a t io n  f r o m  

Y a n  H e lm o n t ,  w h o  s a y s  : “  M a g n e t i s m  i s  a c t iv e  e v e r y w h e r e ,  and has 
nothing new but the name; i t  i s  a  p a r a d o x  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  w h o  r id i c u le  

e v e r y t h i n g ,  a n d  w h o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p o w e r  o f  S a t a n  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  a r e  

u n a b le  t o  e x p l a i n . ” T h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  b e a r s  o u t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  

a p t  q u o t a t io n  w h i c h  p r e f a c e s  i t ,  a n d  M r . B a r h a m  d o e s  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  

e x p r e s s  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  im m e n s e  a n t i q u i t y  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  in t o  w h i c h  

w e  m o d e r n s  a r e  b u t  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  t h i n  e n d  o f  t h e  w e d g e : h e  d e 

c la r e s  t h a t  n o  s o - c a l le d  d i s c o v e r e r  i s  a b le  t o  j u s t i f y  h i s  c la im s  t o  p r io 

r i t y  : “  A s  t h e r e  w e r e  d a b b le r s  i n  s t e a m  b e f o r e  S t e v e n s o n ,  s o  t h e r e  w e r e  

a d e p t s  i n  o c c u l t  a r t s  b e f o r e  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  V i e n n e s e  p h y s i c i a n ,”  

a n d  a d d s ,  t h a t  M e s m e r  “  o n l y  s t u m b l e d  u p o n  a  h a l f - f o r g o t t e n  a r t .” M r .  

B a r h a m  t h e n  q u o t e s  D ’E s lo n ,  a n d  t h e  M a r q u is  d e  P u y s e g u r  w h o ,  

a f t e r  M e s m e r ,  d id  w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d ; u n t i l  “  t h e  f lo o d s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  

R e v o l u t i o n  c a m e  a n d  s w e p t  t h e m  a l l  a w a y . ” B u t  t h e s e  h a d  n o t  

b e e n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h i n g s .  I n  E g y p t  a n d  i n  G r e e c e ,  w i t h  I s i s  

a n d  O r p h e u s ,  t h e  a r t  h a d  t a k e n  r o o t .  A m o n g  G a l l i c  t r ib e s  a n d  B r i t i s h  

D r u i d s  i t  h a d  b e e n  p r a c t i s e d .  I n  f a r  S c a n d in a v ia  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  

B r a h m i n s  o f  M a d u r a  t h i s  g r e a t  n a t u r e  s e c r e t  h a d  b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  ( ? )  u n 

d e r s t o o d .  . . T h u s  q u ie t ly ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  a c k n o w le d g m e n t ,  i s  t h e  W e s t e r n  

w o r l d  c o m in g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  c o n t a in e d  in  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e ”  

o n  t h i s ,  a n d  m a n y  a n o t h e r ,  s u b j e c t .

T h e  Pall Mall Gazette g a v e ,  i n  a  r e c e n t  i s s u e ,  a n  e x c e e d in g ly  i n 

t e r e s t i n g  a c c o u n t ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  s k e t c h e s ,  o f  s o m e  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  

r u i n s  i n  “ t h e  la n d  o f  O p h ir .”  S i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

M a s h o n a la n d  p la t e a u ,  t h e s e  r u i n s — o f  “  Z im b a b y e ,  Z im u b a a ,  ! ! ”  o r  

M a z im b a o e , a s  i t  m a y  b e  v a r i o u s l y  s p e l t — a r e  s c a t t e r e d  t o  a n  

i m m e n s e  d i s t a n c e .  “ T h e  m a in  r u in s  o n  t h e  s lo p e  b e l o w , ”  c o n t in u e s  

t h e  Pall Mall, “ c o n s i s t  o f  m a s s i v e  c i r c u la r  w a l l s ,  s o m e t im e s  a r r a n g e d  

i n  c o n c e n t r ic  r in g s  ; a n d  a  m a in  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  s a m e  fo r m , b u t  o f  

n o  l e s s  t h a n  e i g h t y  y a r d s  d ia m e t e r ,  i n  w h i c h  w a l l s  l o f t i e r  a n d  m o r e



i f t a s s i v e  e n c lo s e  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  a l l — a  l a r g e  s o l id  

c o n ic a l  t o w e r .  T h e  w h o l e  i s  b u i l t  w i t h o u t  m o r t a r ,  i n  r e g u la r  a n d  

n e a t ly - d r e s s e d  c o u r s e s ,  o f  u n i f o r m  p ie c e s  o f  g r a n i t e  a b o u t  t w i c e  t h e  

s iz e  o f  a  m o d e r n  b r i c k — v e r y  h a r d ,  g r e e n i s h - b l a c k  i n  c o lo u r ,  a n d  

g i v i n g  a  m e t a l l i c  r i n g  w h e n  s t r u c k .  R o u g h  c r u c i b le s  a n d  m o r t a r s  h a v e  

b e e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  a n d  o t h e r  s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  s m e l t i n g  o f  

g o l d  w a s  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  in t o  t h e  b a r b a r o u s  h e a r t  o f  t h e  

P a r k  C o n t i n e n t  the highly civilized and ivell-equipped people w h i c h  c a s t e l 

l a t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e s e  o n c e  m i g h t y  f o r t r e s s e s . ”  T h e  t r u e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  

t h e  l a s t  f e w  s e n t e n c e s  I  q u o t e  c a n  s c a r c e l y  b e  o v e r l o o k e d  b y  a n y  a t t e n 

t i v e  s t u d e n t  o f  t h e f“  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .”  M u c h  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  a s  t o  

t h e  s i z e  a n d  s h a p e  o f  c e r t a i n  p o r t io n s  o f  t h i s  m y s t e r i o u s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

g r o u p  r e m in d e d  t h e  d i s c o v e r e r s  o f  t h e  r o u n d  t o w e r s  o f  I r e la n d ,  t h e  

“  b r o c h s ” o f  S c o t la n d ,  a n d  t h e  t o w e r s  o f  r e f u g e  i n  P e r s i a : a n d  i t  i s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e ,  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  l a r g e  s t o n e s  i n s e r t e d  

i n  t h e  w a l l  o r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  w h i c h  r e c a l l  D r u i d i c a l  r e m a in s .  “ C a n  

w e  e v e r  r e a d  t h e  r i d d l e  o f  t h e s e  s t o n y  s p h i n e s  o f  M a s h o n a la n d  ? ” s a y s  

t h e  Pall M all!— W e  s h o u ld  s a y  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ”  s o l v e s  i t  w i t h  n o  

u n c e r t a i n  n o t e .

S p a c e  f o r b id s  m e  t o  g o  in t o  a n y  v e r y  l e n g t h y  o r  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  

M r s .  B e s a n t ’s  r e c e n t  s u c c e s s f u l  l e c t u r i n g  t o u r  i n  I r e la n d  ; s u f f ic e  i t  t o  

s a y  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  w e r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  l i s t e n  f a v o u r a b l y  t o  a l l  t h a t  s h e  h a d  

t o  t e l l  t h e m  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s s ,  w i t h  b u t  o n e  n o t a b le  e x c e p t io n ,  g a v e  

v e r y  f a i r  a n d  i i i i p a r t i a l  r e s u m e s  o f  h e r  l e c t u r e s .

A .  L .  C .

T H E  S A N S K R I T  R E V I V A L .

[Ed. Note.']— T h e  h a r v e s t  o f  o u r  s o w i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l o w  f ie ld  o f  O r ie n t a l  

L i t e r a t u r e  i s  r a p i d l y  r i p e n i n g .  W h i l e  w e  w r i t e  t h e  t h i r d  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  

t l i e  B h a r a t  D h a r m a  M a h a m u n d a la ,  o r  S a n s k r i t  R e v i v a l  S o c i e t y ,  i s  s i t 

t i n g  i n  D e l h i ,  a n d  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  c r o w d s  o f  v i s i t o r s  a n d  s y m p a t h iz e r s .  

S o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  P a n d i t s  o f  I n d i a  a r e  t a k i n g  p a r t  in  t h e  

p r o c e e d i n g s .  T h e  Indian Mirror o f  N o v .  1 5  s a y s ,  “  t h e  l o v e  o f  S a n s k r i t  

L i t e r a t u r e  i s  m a k i n g  s u c h  r a p id  s t r id e s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e i n g  f o u n d  w e l l - n i g h  

i m p o s s ib l e  t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  i t .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  o n e  

r e c a l l s  t o  m in d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  c o m p a r e s  i t  w i t h  

w h a t  i s  s e e n  t o - d a y .”  T e n  y e a r s  a g o  m e a n s  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  o u r  f i r s t  p u b 

l i c  v in d ic a t io n  o f  t h e  c la im s  o f  A r y a n  L i t e r a t u r e  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t  a n d  r e v e 

r e n c e  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  w a s  m a d e .  T h e  Mirror s a y s ,  u w e  a r e  r e a l l y  s t r u c k  

w i t h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  S a n s k r i t  p u b l i c a t io n s  a n d  t h e i r  t r a n s la t io n s  . . .  

i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  c o n g r a t u la t io n ,  e t c . ”

O u r  r e a d e r s  a r 6 p e r f e c t l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  h e l p  t h a t  h a s  

t e e n  g i v e n  t o w a r d s  t h i s  r e v i v a l  o f  S a n s k r i t  L i t e r a t u r e  b y  M r . T o o k a r a m  

T a t y a ’s  “  B o m b a y  T h e o s o p h ic a l  P u b l i c a t i o n  F u n d , ” a n d  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  

l i i g h - c l a s s  w o r k s  i t  h a s  b r o u g h t  o u t .  T h e  l a t e s t  a n d  m o s t  c o u r a g e o u s

v en tu re , th e  p u b lic a tio n  of th e  R ig  V eda  and its  C om m en taries in  fu ll, 
is  described  in  th e  fo llow ing  c irc u la r  le t te r  of M r. T ookaram . To i t  we 
ask  th e  a tte n tio n  of e v e ry  re a d e r  an d  bespeak  a ll th e  h e lp  each  can  
g iv e  :

A n  A p p e a l .

S ib ,

The Rig-Veda-Samhita with Bhashya. A new edition  of the Rig-V eda 
Sam hita, w ith the well-known B hashya or Com m entary of Sayanacharya is 
ready  for sale, and I  beg fco solicit for ifc the patronage of the  learned and the 
rich .

I t  is needless to  dwell in  th is place upon the im portance of the Rig-Veda 
as a na tional work of the  A ryans of India. Nofc only is ifc fcheir most ancient 
book, more ancient, perhaps, th an  the Bible and the Zendavesta, bufc ifc is the 
foun ta in  from  which the stream  of la te r S anskrit lite ra tu re  has flowed in  
ever increasing currents. I t  enabled philologists to trace  the orig in  of 
languages and the  h is to ry  of nations and races. Ifc has an in te rest for 
th e  w orld ap a rt from  the  special in te rest ifc has for th e  Ind ian  studen t. I t  
fills a vacuum  in  the h istory  of the  world which no o ther work does. Ifc 
places before us a p ic tu re  of the ideas, religious and m oral, the feelings and  
customs, of the early  A ryan  Seers, th inkers and philosophers ot* India. T he 
H indus of th e  p resen t day cannot have before them  any o ther work which 
b e tte r  reveals to  them  how g rea t was the yearning of th e ir  ancestors after 
th e  one, tru e  God. I  beg, therefore, to confine myself only to explain here 
w hat has been done to render th e  present edition convenient for use, helpful 
tow ards study, and  easily accessible to all.

(a) The work has been div ided into eight volumes, each comprising an
A shtaka, so thafc the size of each is h a n d y ; it has been p rin t
ed on superior paper w ith type specially cast; for i t ;  andw itlial, 
the price has been fixed a t the very low figure of Rs. 50 per 
copy, t. e., only R s. 6J per volume, exclusive of postage.

(b) The Samhita and Pada tex ts of the V eda as well as the tex t of tho
B hashya have been carefully collated w ith m anuscripts ob
tained  from fche Pandits of Benares, Poona and R atnagiri, and 
also from  th e  L ib raries of the Bombay B ranch Royal A siatic 
Society, and  the Deccan College, Poona.

(c) Copious N otes have been given to illustrate the  moaning of thc Bha
shya, from  the  Aitereya and Taifceriya Brahmanas, N irukta, 
M imansa and other works, as also to point out the varyse lediones.

(J) To fche main w ork a re  added S u tras of Panini, Unadi and Phifc 
Sutras, B rihadrigv idbana and the P arish ish tha, which are 
essential for a  c lea r comprehension of the  B hashya in m any 
places, and are, therefore, appended for convenience and refer
ence.

A  lis t of e rra ta , which is being carefully prepared, will be supplied w ith 
th e  w o rk ; for even w ith all possible care the p rin te r’s devil has not failed to 
play a few tricks.

The du ty  of ed iting  the  en tire  w ork has been performed hy Faiaiam  
Shastri Bodas, who has been honoured by Government with the title  of 
M ahaiuahopadhaya, who bears a high reputation for learning, Laving made



th e  Vedas his ppecial sfudy, and  whose name is a guaran tee  for scrupulously 
correct ed iting  to all the  P andits of ^Northern and W estern India.

I t  is therefore hoped th a t th is  edition of the  R ig-V eda will m eet the 
w an ts of all classes of people. W ith  a view to place it  w ithin the reach of 
all, th e  price, as already observed, has been fixed a t only Ks. 50 including 
supplem ents. This is the lowest charge ab which the work has, a3 je t ,  beeu 
offered to the public, and i t  is hard ly  possible to m ake it cheaper.

This price, if com pared w ith  th a t  charged for Dr. Max M uller’s edition 
published in E ng land  (w hich was valued a t £12, and w hich cannot be now 
secured even for Rs. 300) w ill be found six tim es cheaper. Tt is thereforo 
hoped and expected th a t a ll men of learning, all P rinces, Rajas, Zem indars, 
and  others, w ill extend th e ir  generous support to th is work and purchase 
copies, th is sacred relic of A ryan greatness now w ith in  their reach. O ur 
g re a t men, nay, all men, have the g rea test regard  for th is  epitome of ancient 
th o u g h t, and the la test example of th is regard  for th e  Vedas on the p a rt of 
k in g s and nobles of Ind ia  is afforded by the Maha R aja  of V ijayanagram  
bestow ing Rs. 20,000 on Dr. Max M uller for issuing a second edition of th e  
w ork before the p resen t publication  was undertaken  by us.

The work, it  m ay be adm itted , is not of a popular n a tu re  and cannot 
com m and a large s a le ; a lim ited num ber of copies has therefore been prin ted  ; 
a n d  no fresh edition  of ib can be expected w ith in  reasonable tim e as th e  
u n d ertak in g  is fa r from  paying. Those, therefore, who wish to purchase 
copies of the p resen t cheap edition  should lose no tim e in applying for them . 
I  draw  special a tten tion  of all public L ibraries in  India, and request them  
nob to miss th is opportun ity  of securing copies of th is work. In  conclusion I  
m ay  be perm itted to add  th a t  the profits realized from the sale of th is work 
w ill, as in tbe case of sim ilar o ther series, be devoted to The Bombay Theoso
ph ical Society’s F u n d  for the  publication of original Sanskrit texts and 
th e ir  translations, together w ith  those of o ther popular M arathi and H indi 
w orks of em inent Sadhus.

T o o k a r a m  T a t y a ,

17, Tamarind Lane, Fort, Bombay.
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T H E R E  IS N O  R E L IG IO N  H I G H E R  T H A N  T R U T H ,
[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

THE NEW RELIGIOUS CYCLE IN INDIA.
m H E  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  v e r y  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  u p o n  t h e  religious 
X  s t a t e  o f  I n d i a  p r o v o k e s  c o m m e n t  u p o n  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b j e c t .  T h o  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z in e  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d ,  f r o m  t im e  t o  

t im e ,  t o  t h e  s o c ia l  f o r c e s  w h i c h  a r e  w o r k in g  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  

w h i c h  e s c a p e  t h e  n o t ic e  a l i k e  o f  t h e  g lo b e - t r o t t i n g  a n d  t h e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  

c o m p i l e r .  S i r  R ic h a r d  T e m p le ,  S i r  W m . H u n t e r ,  S i r  G r a n t  D u f f  a n d  

o t h e r  I n d i a n  e x - o f f ic ia ls  h a v e  b e e n  a s  r e p r e h e n s ib l e  in  t h e i r  concealments, 
a s  t h e  c o l d - w e a t h e r  M . P . ’s , a n d  t h e  g l o b e - c i r c l in g  t o u r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  

u n f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e .  I n  a  r e c e n t  c r i t iq u e  u p o n  t h e  otherwise 
a d m ir a b le  w o r k  o f  M r . J a m e s  S a m u e l s o n  ( “  I n d ia ,  P a s t  a n d  P r e s e n t ” ; 

vide M a y  Theosophist, p .  4 7 0 ) ,  I  h a d  t o  e x p o s e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  w h i l e  n o t i 

c i n g  t h e  B r a h m o  S a m a j ,  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j ,  t h e  M is s io n a r ie s ,  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  

A r m y ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  K a s h m i r i  C lu b ,  a  s m a l l  s o c i e t y  o f  N o r t h e r n  I n d ia ,  

a s  c e n t r e s  o f  m o r a l  e v o lu t i o n ,  n o t  a  s i n g l e  w o r d  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  

a b o u t  t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  in  m o u ld in g  a n d  d ir e c t in g  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d ia n  t h o u g h t  a n d  a s p ir a t io n .  A n d  i f  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  

t u r n  t o  S i r  W m .  H u n t e r ’s  l a t e s t  p u b l i s h e d  b ib l io g r a p h y  o f  O r ie n t a l  w o r k s  

( i n  t h a t  s a m e  w o r k ) ,  in  t h e  s e c t io n  o f  B u d d h i s t i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h o  w i l l  f in d  

n o  m e n t io n  w h a t e v e r  o f  t h e  “ B u d d h i s t  C a t e c h i s m ,” a  c o m p i l a t io n  w h i c l i  

h a s  w i e l d e d  a n  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  e n t i t l e d  i t  t o  a t  l e a s t  a n  lm m b lo  p la c e  i n  

a  catalogue s o  e x t e n s i v e  t h a t  i t  in c lu d e s  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  b o o k s  w h i c h  h a v e  

m a d e  n o  l a s t i n g  im p r e s s io n  Upon t h e  B u d d h i s t i c  W o r ld . T h e s e  l i t t l e  

e v i d e n c e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g ,  s o m e t im e s  o f  ig n o r a n c e ,  h e l p  t o  m is le a d  

f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  o n l y  : t h e  t r u t h  b e c o m e s  k n o w n  in  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t im e .

T o  s a y  t h a t  E n g l i s h  e d u c a t io n  i s  e f f e c t in g  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e v o lu t i o n  

o f  I n d ia  i s  to  m is t a k e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  fo v  t h e  p r o x im a t e  c a u s e .  I t  o p e n e d


