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“SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION.”

Two great difficulties preBent themselves in any attempt to
speak of the relation of ““Spiritualism” to “ Religion.” The
first of these is, that “ Religion” means a very different thing to
one man to that which it means to another. This is apparent if
we ask for an explanation of the common phrase, ““the
essentials of religion.” What are the essentials of religion?
The thoughts of most people revert, in answer, to some form of
words, or set of phrases, some creed or catechism, as containing
these ““essentials, ""and the door to endless religious controversy is
immediately opened. Two passages in the Bible (Micahvi. 8, and
James i. 27), the only passages which are in any way definitions
of religion, are of a different character, and could be accepted by
Christians, Jews, Mahommedans, or Buddhists. It seems to us
that the definition of religion given by Miss Ford in the
paper which we printed last week, is a very beautiful one.
Religion is ““the following of an inner law for the sake of that
law.” This definition is very like that of Swedenborg, who said
that ““ All religion has relation to life, and the life of religion is
to do good,” and that good is to be done because it is good.
Like the two passages to which we have referred this definition is
above all questions of “ religious belief,"" and would include all
““ creeds.”

Accepting this interpretation of ““religion,” the second
difficulty arises from the imperfection of language as a means of
conveying ideas. A belief in “ Spiritualism ” means, we will
assume, a belief in continued individual life after the death of
the body, and a belief in the reality of intercourse between the
so-called ““dead” and the so-called ““living.” The difficulty
alluded to arises from the fact that the words, “ spiritual ” and
““ spirituality,” are used in reference to frames of mind which
have nothing to do with matters of knowledge or belief. A
great amount of confusion thus arises, in consequence of what
we may call the unfortunate adoption of the word * Spiritualism”
in its modem sense. Looking at the question from these points
of view, it.is clear that Spiritualism is not and cannot be a
religion. The facts and phenomena of Spiritualism are in
themselves matters of scientific investigation, and as such can only
bo fully and completely sought out by experts and specialists.
This was, wethink,well put by Miss Ford in her paper. But,on the
other hand, there is a generally acoepted sense in which Spirit-
ualism is a religion. In every day life we hear a man, when
asked what his religion is, replying that he is a Methodist, or a
Congregationalist, ora Roman Catholic, or that he belongs to the
Church of England ; meaning that, in so far as his life is
regulated by principles at all, it is regulated by the form of
faith which he professes. And surely in this same sense a man
may just as properly call himself a “ Spiritualist.”

In regard, however, to what we may call scientific Spiritualism,
it seems important here to ask how it is that it is apparently
necessary for all to go through what may be termed the drudgery
of this stage of physical inquiry. The answer will, we think, be
apparent if we observe the different position in which Spiritualism
stands to, say, astronomy, or any branch of natural philosophy.
In taking up any of those subjects, we take for granted, and
assume as proved, all the elementary facts which we read in
books or which leoturers tell us.  But how different it is with
Spiritualism ! Here, itis at present necessary for each student
to begin with proving for himself the very elements, nay, even
whether there is such a thing as Spiritualism at all. At some
future time, and that soon, it will doubtless be different. When
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it is generally acknowledged that intelligent beings from another
world can converse with us, by means of a variety of physical
and mental manifestations ; when the conditions are understood:;
when the difficulties analogous to the flickering and the sudden
extinguishing of the electric light, are overcome, the study of
Spiritualism will be freed from many of its present drawbacks.

Do not let anyone say we are advocating blind credulity.
Until we reflect, we are unconscious that we accept nearly all
that we say “we know,” on the simple testimony of others,
without a thought of investigating for ourselves. We involun-
tarily accept the prevalent belief of our contemporaries in
general matters of science and knowledge, and it may be that
the next generation, or the one after, will grow up in the tacit,
unquestioning acceptance of the facts of intercourse with Spirits.

Turning again to the suggestive paper we have referred to,
the writer says that there are those to whom the existence and
immortality of Spiritis ““a matter of absolute certainty without
the aid of modern Spiritualism.” This is scarcely correct.
People believe in the existence and immortality of Spirit, but do
not know the fact in the same sense that Spiritualists know it.
But at the same time we readily admit with Miss Ford that there
are good religious souls, those who live unselfish lives for the
good of humanity, whether in larger or smaller circles, who have
little if any need of ‘‘ Spiritualism.” They are firmin their belief ;
and their faith needs no strengthening. But the world atlarge has
little in common with such as these. Neither the working, toiling
millions, nor the mere scholar or scientist can understand them,
but are in their different ways either absorbed in indifference,
or else perplexed by the problems of life. Thus we are led
on to the question: Has Spiritualism to such people any bearing
on Religion ?

Those who heard tho interesting discussion which followed
the reading of Miss Ford’s paper will remember that one of
the speakers referred to the faith of George Eliot in Duty. It
seems to us he shewed clearly that her position was inconsistent
and illogical. The question may be asked: Is a religious life
(in its true sense) possible in the absence of a belief in the
existence of another and a future life, and without any faith
in a Power in the universe, superior to the ““ruthless uniformity”
of the laws of physical force | We doubt whether it is. And here
we believe are to be found the real ““religious bearings
of Spiritualism” in the present state of things among us.
Faith in historical testimony as to the realities of a future life
and another state of being, is dead among many, and is
very feeble among many more, and cannot be resusci-
tated by any appeal to the past. The facts of Spiritualism
are to such the only means by which that faith can be restored,
and may thus become of inestimable value in forming a basis on
which a religious life may grow. In this way Spiritualism may
be the ““dawn of the wider life which is coming,” and the hopes
of those may be realised who are looking to it with ardent
anticipation, though at times with suspense and trembling, as a
light to shew the nature of the mysterious guidance of which
many are conscious.

It is, however, of no use merely to say that Spiritualism has
a bearing on religion. As we were told last week, ‘‘ Thought
must realise itself in action,” and we must not receive knowledge
“ without seeking to use it as a means of wider life.” We had
before us, when we commenced, the following beautiful sentence
in a letter from one whose name is well-known among the older
workers in Spiritualism : “ When shall we realise that health
and Heaven lie within each human soul witha strength and beauty
as impregnable to all outer ills as the immortality of its nature?”
The letter is in reference to the article in our last week’s number
on the psychical treatment of disease, and the writer thinks that
work of this kind might be undertaken as one means of shewing
to the world the Spiritualism we should aim to present to it.
We had intended to refer more in detail to the means by which
it is thought this might be carried out, but must defer its con-

sideration to another week.
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“NATURE SPIRITS AND ELEMENTALS.”

Having observed in your columns several allusions to the
above subject, and your issue of November 19th containing the
request of a courteous correspondent that I, amongst others
named, would give such information to the writer as 1 might
possess, | beg to say | have realised from painful experience
the folly of attempting to step outside of the ordinary grooves
in which special opinions run, whether the thinkers be * advan-
ced Spiritualists” or ““narrowminded sectarians.” In fact, |
have received from Spiritualists themselves such severe castiga-
tions for the publication of certain volumes in which the subject
of ““Elementary” or ““Nature Spirits” was freely treated,
that | feel little or no encouragement to re-enter upon planes of
discussion which 1 regret to find are seldom treated with either
moderation or the spirit of philosophical inquiry, by a large
class of Spiritualists.

Protesting in advance against being forced into the arena of
literary warfare, the unspiritual character of which too often
offends and disgusts the readers of our journals, | simply reply
to the inquiry of “ Student,” that I—as one who not only
believes in Elementary Spirits, but claims to have seen them,
and conversed with many others who have had similar experi-
ences—am accustomed to classify all sub-human Spirits as
elementary in organisation, and 1 presume the term ““Nature
Spirits ” is simply applied to such existences from the position
which they occupy in the realm of nature.

1 have quite recently seen in one of the Spiritual journals,
though I cannot at this moment recall which, a beautiful simile,
used to represent the position of man in the scale of creation,
namely, as standing midway upon the famous ladder whose
foot is on earth and its highest round in Heaven. If this position
represents a physical truth, of which material existence is the
visible witness, is there no corresponding Spiritual ladder in
which descending grades of being are as obvious and philosophical
a necessity, as the ascending scale which Spiritualists so readily
acknowledge 1 If the Darwinian chart of material progress
presents features of absolute demonstration on'so many
points that its unsolved problems can afford to stand over,
awaiting proofs which the future must yield up, can the Spirit-
ualist be content to supplement Darwin’s merely materialistic
footprints of being, with an advance into Spiritual realms beyond
matter, yet utterly ignore the existence of Spiritual realms of
being as the antecedents of matter? Are there no embryonic
states for the soul, as well as for the body ; no realms of gesta-
tion for Spiritual, as well as for material, forms?

Your correspondent may complain, Mr. Editor, that | am
pretending to consider one question by propounding half a dozen
others. Perhaps I am wrong in this respect, especially as |
have neither time nor inclination to follow up either answers or
the questions, and only now throw out these propositions by
way of stimulating the thinker to ask how little, rather than how
much, he knows of his own origin, or the endless chain of being
which, being infinite one way, can scarcely be finite another.
In a word then, to those who cannot, or will not, consult the
pages of ““ Ghost Land ” and ““ Art Magic,” works in which both
author and editor dare to enter upon the vexed question of the
“ Elementaries,” | will take up your space no further than to
repeat that | have seen Elementary Spirits in many forms, and
on many grades of the scaleof being, and that I believe | have con-
versed or corresponded with many hundreds of intelligent persons
who think with me, that they have as good evidence of the
existence both of sub-human and super-human Spirits, as of
simply human Spirits. That intercourse with these realms of
being has been far more rare than with human Spirits |
allow ; hence those who have entered upon it shrink back with
as much dislike and pain from the coarse denial and rude
contempt of others who have not shared their experience, as
Spiritualists themselves feel when their belief is assailed by
ignorance and bigotry.  Hence it is also that little is said or
written on this subject at present; and though | have reason
to believe in the great unfoldments of Spiritual life
and being, upon the mere threshold of which we are
now standing, that far and wider and more astounding reve-
lations from the Spiritual side of man’s nature await us
than the limited vistas we now gaze upon afford, | deem it in the
best interests of truth that we should advance most cautiously ;
accepting only that which we can prove in ordinary experiences,
and leaving extraordinary revealments to unfold themselves.
Those who would fain advance beyond this carefully guarded
realm of common facts have no right to expect the multitude to
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follow them, nor yet, having so advanced, would they be wise to
forget the Occultists’ motto with reference to the disposal of
their “ pearls,” &c., &c. For my own part | would advise all
earnest inquirers to wait until the Spirit guardians of the new
dispensation, in whose wisdom and power I place implicit reliance,
see fit to open up to the view of humanity the illimitable realms of
Spiritual existence, which as surely form the soul of this
material world, in its lower as well as in its upper strata of being.
Such a revelation must be at hand, for the spirit of man
cannot long gaze upon the ascending rounds of the ladder on
which he occupies a middle step, without presently discovering
the many rounds by which he has hitherto ascended. Apologis-
ing for trespassing on your Bpace, Mr. Editor, though I do so
simply in obedience to an earnest request from some of your
readers,—I am, very faithfully yours,

Emma Habdingz-Brittxn.
The Limes, Humphrey-street,
Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

METHOD AND PURPOSES OF ORGANISATION-
To the Editor of ““ Light.”

Sir,—In your last issue, noting the increased interest
intelligent classes are takiog in Spiritualism, you ask can
nothing be done to make our power more widely felt, and yon
invite your readers to give their views.

It is important first to consider the exact attitude that the
generality of cultured families are now taking with regardto those
who tell them of the wonders and the beauties they have seen, or
heard of, in our newly discovered continent. It is one of a
passive, rather than an active interest—a negative interest that
no longer presents the opposition of active prejudice or fear,
but still not an interest positive enough to induce them to go
out of their way to investigate the truths in all the difficulties
and doubts that now surround them. It requires an enthusiast
to find out, attend, and be satisfied with a public sdance,
especially if he be a cultured person ; and it requires luck for
a stranger to find an introduction to a private circle of educated
investigators.

As enthusiasm and luck are not general in the classes we are
considering, it is evident that the light must be brought to them
by other means. The efforts now being made to induce families
to investigate in circles of their own are doubtless a move in the
right way, but it is here, as it seems to me, that more organisa-
tioniswanted. It is all very well sending printed directions of
how to start circles, but something more than this is required to
make a family or circle of friends start. All who have
examined the subject know that mediumship, though it may be
discovered in its rudimentary stage accidentally, requires to be
developed or educated by scientific methods. We require,
therefore, an organisation of the following description. First,
a central society or college for the education and development of
professional developing mediums—development as to permeability
to the breathings or touches of Spiritual influences ; education
as to capabilities for expressing such influences in a proper and
““musical” ,way. Both points are equally important, but the
latter is often overlooked by our present professional mediums.
Secondly, an office which shall advertise itself as authorised by
the central college to supply professional developing mediums to
any family or society wishing to start a circle of investigation.

I see no practical difficulties in starting such a central
college. It might be begun in a modest way at first, and without
doubt if it shews itself worthy of support many a wealthy
Spiritualist would advance its powers by donation and bequest
As the cause progresses it will be time enough to start organised
public circles both for ““ outer ” and “ inner ” investigators.

Any attempts to bring Spiritualists together socially should
be avoided. The human mind should be left free to choose its
associations by the natural law of attraction and repulsion.
While minds are, as at present, on such various planes of
thought and progress, any attempt by external organisations to
associate them is as likely to cause repulsion and consequent
discord, as attraction and harmony. | feel sure that there are
many who like myself deprecate any attempts at organised asso-
ciations for social purposes, but who would be ready to lend
their time or their money to start a central organisation for
training and sending forth “ apostles” of our truth into
the homes of all interested. Perhaps some of your readers may
suggest a practical method of accomplishing this object.

F. W. Thurstak, M.A

The sun of truth may be obscured, but is never eclipsed.
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MISS FORDS ADDRESS TO THE BN.AS-
To the. Editor of ““Light.”

Sir,—Certainly one, and probably many, of your readers will
be grateful to Miss Ford for her earnest expression of their
thoughts on so vital a subject as that with wliich she has dealt.
To test its strength, to probe its depth, and to gauge the full
capability of our philosophy, amidst a crowd of philosophies, is
the first essential of progress.

Miss Ford has, as it were, challenged us to unfurl our flag,
and sound our battle-cry.  She longs for her larger hope of
Spiritualism to be confirmed ; she drearily dreads, from the con-
duct of Borne of its votaries, that “ it may prove only a deeper
grounded Materialism.” And to those whose, perhaps, too
ardent acceptance of its truth has been followed by the darkness
of an apparent disappointment, again developing into a stronger
and purer faith, the desire to vindicate its real Spirituality is
supreme and imperative.

The mere existence of materialistic Spiritualists (for extremes
have here grotesquely met) is a sign pregnant with meaning.
Such an attempt at entire dispossession we must needs face ; and
that without panic and without Btubbom conservatism. Professor
Barrett's hypothesis, ““ that of any high Spiritual law it is im-
possible to have a purely phenomenal presentation,” must be the
fundamental qualification of our advocacy of Spiritualism. It
seems the inevitable accompaniment of all reforms that they
should arrogate to themselves sovereign capabilities. And the
significance of the presence of these materialists in our midst
is just this: our partial failure. Matter is presumably a part
of God's kingdom; and, not being in a position to deny it any
function in our freer state, it is folly to think that an admission
of the possibility of its continued power there will touch our
higher ground. The only issue practicable in this respect is to
give a generous affirmative to Miss Ford’s anxious query, ‘* Will
Faith open her doors, not in submission to Materialism, but that
hand in hand she and her would-be conqueror should together
march through her gateway into the kingdom of a new force 1 ”

The highest achievement of Spiritualism is undoubtedly the
unveiling of an arena of eternal Spiritual progression ; one in
which death is but an incident Grand and ennobling is the
thought: a conception worthy of a nineteenth century. At the
first kiss of its dawn our souls

““ Let go conventions and spring up surprised,
Convicted of the great eternities
Before two worlds.”
But it is not a complete panacea for the deep-seated Spiritual
disease of this England of ours: for its beauty is scarcely to
be grasped by a novice. It is fraught with awful possibilities of
harm. Selfishness and excessive introspection have ere now
found a refined, and so a wider and more destructive scope for
action under its pretence, and the awakening has been sad
indeed. To be virtuous for the hope of reward in a materially
extrinsic Heaven, was gross and selfish ; but to be virtuous
solely for the sake of our personal progression is selfish too.
Until in the self-forgetfulness of a profound reverence and love
of a Father-God we lose our lives, we have but a sorry chance
of finding them in the Heaven-sent truth of Progression.
Scientific evidence of a hereafter, stripped of the glosses and
disguises of externals, is, | suppose, temporarily conducive
to purity and virtue, but not until
““ From the gift looking to the Giver,
And from the cistern to the river,
And from the finite to infinity,
And from man's dust to God's divinity,"
can we reach the essentials of an abiding foundation.

The horizon has bounded back; and—whether it be to
furnish a moral incentive, or to confer a Spiritual gift— our eyes
are opened ; but not to the whole extent of God's view. Dark-
ness still encircles ““ our glimmering tapers’ light ” and dangers
still press round, and Faith must stay. With such a guide the
precipices of Spiritualism—and there are such—shall be recog-
nised and avoided; its full strength developed, because not
over-taxed; and Miss Ford’s pathetic sighings for the dawn be
drowned in the flood of day, consequent upon the union of our
clearer sight with a purer Faith.—I am, sir, yours faithfully,
G.J.G.

To the Editor of “ Light.”
Sib,—The perusal of the paper read by a young lady asgiven
in “ Light ” of last week, recalled to my mind a story which 1
found in one of Judge Edmonds' tracts, and which I will repeat
here from memory. There was in a village a thin tall boy
nicknamed ’ Lanky Joe,” who, for being excessively inquisi-
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tive. was thought by the bumpkins of the village to be a
monstrously clever boy. When twelve years old his father
introduced him to the village schoolmaster with the following
speech .(—* Please, sir, | bring you this here boy of mine for
you to teach, but | had better tell you at once that before six
months are over, my Joe will know more laming than yourself. ”
“1am very glad,” replied the master ; and as soon as the
father left he began his work of teaching this monster of
cleverness. ““ Now come, look here, Joe,” said he ; “this is
letter A.” “ By gum,” exclaimed Joe, “ an’ is this really letter
A lare you sure of it 1” “ Perfectly sure, Joe. Now the next is
letter B.” “ Please, sir, stop, sir, who made letter A 1" ““Never
mind that, Joe. Now look at this next letter—" ““Oh, stop, sir,
please, sir, when was letter A made | 7 ““ Never mind that either,
Joe, and let us come to the next letter.” *““Oh, sir, please
where did letter A come out first?” “ Joe, don't put any more
questions now ; you will know all these things hereafter. This
next letter is letter B.” *“ Oh, sir, will you tell me what is the
use of letter A?" “ Now, Joe, if you put any more questions
about letter A 1 will punish you.” “What! you tell me this is
letter A and you will not tell me who made it, when and where
it came out, and what is the use of it, and you wish me to
believe this is letter A1 Wall! I don’t believe this here letter
is letter A—there!” Upon which the schoolmaster took
““Lanky Joe ” by the ear and thrust him out of the school door.
And thus it was that Lanky Joe never learned his letters because
he was too clever.

The fair lecturer must pardon me if | liken her to Lanky Joe,
for like him she stops at the first letter of a new alphabet,
questions its very existence, and rises as a teacher instead of
listening and learning. It appears that for her the rap is a noise,
and not a hundred volumes of unwritten science. For her, the
turning or the rising of a table is not an argument stronger in
favour of immortality than a hundred sermons, and ten thousand
martyrs. In the dazzling light of this new sun she only perceives
the spots—in mediums, rogues and vagabonds. It is clear that if
that young student wishes to know anything about Spiritualism
she must change her method of inquiry, and approach the
subject with more seriousness of purpose. Who knows but then
her very soul may thrill with joy at the acquired certainty of
immortality, and tho communion with those gone before ?

November 28th, 1881. G. D.
A SELECT CIRCLE FOR LONDON.

A correspondent writes : The suggestion in “ Light” of
the 12th ult. for the formation of a select circle in Manchester
revives in my mind an idea, namely, the banding in London of
a few earnest men and women for the purpose of obtaining
communion with high Intelligences. The society would be con-
structed somewhat on the model of Dr. Davies'’s defunct Guild of
the Holy Spirit, and in some sort take its place, but would need
to be free from defects that stood in the way of the success of that
combination.  Chief amongst these was want of organisation
and lack of earnestness on the part of the followers, who
attended sittings or not as they chose, so that on no two
occasions were the same sitters present—fatal to the chance of a
series ofgood manifestations. The members of the new association
should be required to abstain, at any rate, from such stimulants as
alcohol and tobacco ; but (though it would be a decided gain) |
doubt whether sufficient could be got together willing to go so
far as your Manchester correspondent would have, and add a
vegetarian diet, with abstention from tea and coffee. It is not
impossible, however, and might be tried. A room should be
taken, devoted wholly—consecrated, as it were—to the high
purpose of the society, and tended solely (as in the case of the
late Guild) by such member or members as engage to undertake
that charge. Every one on joining would bind himself to attend
regularly a fixed number of successive sittings, which would
be held either weekly or twice a week as determined. The stances
should be strictly devotional, commencing and concluding with
a short service of a nature to satisfy, all round, the probably
diverse religious views of the members. A society of this de-
scription would, I think, be very successful in obtaining the
higher Spiritual phenomena. To attain this end, those co-
operating need to be earnest and thorough, determined each
and all to do their utmost towards the object in view, of
equable mind, and pure in thought and intention.  This is
but a suggestion ; there are no doubt among the readers of
“ Light” those who will only require so much stimulus to bq
inclined to put it, with improvements, into practical shape.
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OFFICE OF “LIGHT,”
4, NEW BRIDGE STREET,
LUDGATE CIRCUS, E.C.

TO CONTRIBUTORS.

Reports of the proceedings of Spiritualist Societies in as suooinot a form as
possible, and authentlcated by the signature of a responsible officer, are solicited
for insertion in Members of prirate circles will also obllge by con-
tributing brief recoré;s of noteworthy occurrences at their stances.

The Editor oannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers
expressly request itat the time of forwarding, and enclose stamps for the return

Postage.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

The Annual Subscription for “ Light,” post free to any address within tho
United Kingdom, or to places comprised within the Postal 'Union, including all
parts of Europe, the United States, and British North Amerioa, is 10s. |Od. per
annum, forwarded to our office in advance.

ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.

Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, 4s. 6d. Half-column, £1. Whole
oolumn, £2 2s. Page, £4. A reduction made for a series of insertions.

Cheques and Post Office Orders may be made payable to Edward T.
Bxkhbtt, at the Chief Office, London. Halfpenny Postage Stamps received for
amounts under 10s.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.
““Light * may be obtained direct from our Offioe, and also of E. W. Allxh,
4, Ave Maria-lane, London, and all Booksellers.

Our Correspondents will greatly oblige ns if they will tako caro, in every oase
to write on ONLY ONE SIDE [of the paper.

ENLARGEMENT OF ““LIGHT."

At the urgent entreaty of many of our readers we have deter-
mined to enlarge “ Light.” With the beginning of the New
Year the number of pages will be increased from twelve
to sixteen.

We have yielded to the solicitations of our friends because
we have felt that the representations which they have made
to us have been such asto commond themselves to our own
judgment. For want of space the contents of ““ Light ” have
necessarily been of a less varied character than we could
have wished; and many valuable contributions we have
been under the unpleasant necessity of excluding because
they were too long.

The numerous commendations of our efforts with which
friendly correspondents have kindly favoured us, have been
the source of no little gratification and encouragement; and
with the extension of our opportunities, which the enlarge-
ment of our journal will give, we look forward with confi-
dence to a great increase of the satisfaction with which
“ Light” has been sogenerally received.

But the new step which we are about to take will bring also
increased responsibilities. In view of these we appeal to our
readers to be generous with their literary help. We ask
them to supply us, as often as occasion offers, with reports
of well authenticated facts and phenomena, and also to use our
pages freely in the courteous discussion of the questions of
interest which arise from time totime. And we ask them, too,
to aid our efforts by doing all they can to extend our circula-
tion. The enlargement of ““ Lioht ” will materially increase
the cost of its production, and that our work may be
adequately sustained, the number of our subscribers must
be greatly extended.

The present subscribers should remit the amount of next year’s
subscriptions at once, and we hope that every one of them
will make an earnest effort to induce others to add their
names also to the list.

NOTES BY THE WAY.
Contributed by “ MA (Oxon.).”

New and Old, a Parochial Magazine, edited by the Rev.
Charles Gutch, a well-known Ritualist, contains two articles in
recent numbers on Spiritualism.  These bear the initials C. G.,
and have internal marks of proceeding from Mr. Gutch’s pen.
They are quite unimportant, except in so far as they state the
High Church, which is also the Roman Catholic, attitude towards
Spiritualism. Some one, it seems, asked Mr. Gutch to go to a
stance, considering, no doubt, that a religious teacher should be
familiar with all the influential religious and educational move-
ments of the age. Mr. Gutch thought otherwise. He assumed
an Apage Satanas attitude, and wrote a very long letter, sinco
published in his magazine, to give his reasons for refusing. If
he had gone, he would, he says, have challenged the medium
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““as to his belief in the Incarnation,” so as to try the Spirits,
““and 1| should, | doubt not, have witnessed their exposure
and discomforture.” In thisimpartial and humble frame of mind,
so befitting to a seeker after truth, who is responsible for the
welfareand spiritual enlightenment of his flock, Mr. Gutch did not
go ; and he did quite right. He was far better away. This attitude
of self-sufficiency, whether in Scientist or Theologian, is an
effective barrier to the acquirement of true knowledge.

When we come to read Mr. Gutch’s reasons for refusal, we
find that he considers ““it is time and labour thrown away” to
attend a seance ; and next, that “ there is a great deal more
in these manifestations than the ordinary phenomena of dead
matter, or of the operator’s own intelligence and will.  They
are regarded as signs and proofs of the existence and presence
of disembodied souls, and other spiritual intelligences, good
and bad.” It will be seen that Mr. Gutch is not very precise
ia his language, or clear in his ideas. As far as | can gather his
meaning, he will not go to a stance, first, because it is a waste
of time ; and next, because he would find Spirits there. Ifl
rightly interpret him, it seems to me that his reasons are incom-
patible with each other, and that he poses in a most extraordinary
attitude for one who has entrusted to him a cure of souls. He
must know that all around him are men crying out for evidence
of a future life. He musthave had addressed to him in the course
of his ministrations the earnest request for some stable proof
of continued existence that may commend itself to a mind
destitute of faith. He knows that faith is not to be got for the
asking ; and that modern criticism has made destructive work of
much that he holds as de fide. It is not men’s fault that they
cannot believe, as he tells them they ought. Would he have
them play the hypocrite ? They want evidence such as com-
mends itself to their minds. With Thomas, they would probe
and test for themselves, and they have a sacred right to do so.
But the method of the Christ is not the method of Mr. Gutch.
He condescended to say, “ Reach hither thy hand.” Mr. Gutch
drawshimself up, and pharisaically replies, ““Get thee behind
me, Satan 1 — —

I do not follow Mr. Gutch through his so-called reasons.
They are of the old familiar stock. He entirely admits that the
pretensions of Spiritualists are true. He regards Spiritualism
“as a very serious matter  and then he betakes himself to his
Bible, which contains, he ventures to say, “ the last and most
complete revelation of the will of God to men.”  Christianity to
him is “ the one and only way whereby present peace and future
happiness can be secured to men.” And, of course, by the
Bible he means the Bible as he interprets it, and by Christianity,
tliat small section to which he has given in his adherence. The
Bible contains books selected by certain men, end does not
contain others excluded by certain men, but accepted all the
same by certain other men, viz., a preponderating portion of the
Church Catholic.  Yet to Mr. Gutch his Bible is the final utterance
of the Supreme.  The Bible is variously interpreted by man, and
there is but the most superficial agreement between rival schools
of interpretation.  We have lately had a revised version We
may have another as human knowledge grows, and men get
wiser.  Yet to Mr. Gutch his old version is the ventable Word of
God, and there can be no other! Christianity according to Mr.
Gutch is the ark of safety. There are millions and millions of
his fellow-creatures who have never heard of it, and who yet
lead lives of purity, integrity, and beneficence. They, he
thinks, must die without hope, consigned to endless torment,
because they do not, or cannot,or have never had achance to,be-
lieve as he does. There are vast numbers of his co-religionists
who look on the teachings of Christ with very different eyes
from his. The Roman Catholic Church would dismiss his
priestly pretensions with a shrug of the shoulders.  Many of his
brethren in the Church of England would regard his practices
as idolatrous.  Yet to his narrow section of a sect he arrogates a
monopoly of salvation 1 It is well, indeed, that he kept himself
aloof from Spiritual influences, or he might have found that
those whom he attracted wore not desirable com panions.

It is this arrogant Pharisaism on the part of some of tire
clergy that caused in me a feeling of thankfulness for the atti-
tude taken up by the Church Congress. | have been told that |
am thankful for small mercies. Precisely so. Why should |
not ? It is better so than to pass idly by an opportunity of &I’
ing for the future admissions such as were then made, and o .
holding up to approval an attitude which was conciliatory,
the mercies are small, they will grow, | hdpe ; and meantime,
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go on my way rejoicing. They are, at any rate, a brilliant
contrast to the narrow exclusiveness, the pompous bigotry, and
spiritual pride, which too often characterise clerical utterances,
and of which Mr. Gutch is a sad example.

I should like to commend to Mr. Gutch, or, if he be beyond the
reach of argument, to those who may be influenced by his words,
the letter of Mr. S. C. Hall to a clergyman who had asked him,
What is the use of Spiritualism ! | am sorry that that admirable
exposition of the ““reasonable, rational, and Scriptural truth of
Spiritualism ” is not available for public circulation. On several
occasions lately 1 have felt desirous to make correspondents
acquainted with it, but being printed for private circulation only,
I have not been able to do so. Mr. S. C. Hall has conferred many
benefitson the cause by his unwavering championship of its higher
and more esoteric truths, by his constant readiness ““ to give a
reason for the faith that is in him,” and by the logical and
forcible methods of argument he employs. Is it too much to
hope that he will confer one crowning benefit on those who must
do their best to carry on his labours when he has entered into
his rest, by issuing his letter in a cheap fonn, and scattering
it broad-cast! The times are ripe for such enterprise. Mr.
Farmer's commendable venture in circulating an edition of
20,000 copies of his ““New Basis of Belief” is one good thing
done. If Mr. S. C. Hall can be persuaded to do likewise, we
shall hear less of ignorant and stupid misrepresentation, calumny,
and abuse.

Miss Ford's questionings as to whether Spiritualism has a
religious bearing would find their best reply from a study of the
line of argument to which I have adverted above. She will there
find confirmation of her statement that whereas hitherto all
religious knowledge is grounded on faith, “ the quite distinctive
feature of Spiritualism is that it lays its foundation on the
objectivealthough, | may add, it follows in orderly sequence
on that form of faith promulgated by Jesus Christ. Methods of
revelation are adapted to the peculiar needs of those to whom
the revelation is given, and this is an age of scientific exactitude.
Hence the evidence given is susceptible of scientific demonstra-
tion, capable of being reduced to “‘absolute certainty.” But
what does Miss Ford mean by saying that ““there are those to
whom it is a matter of absolute certainty tliat spirit exists and
is immortal, without the aid of modern Spiritualism?” It may be
to some, to many, a matter of unquestioning faith, but surely not
of absolute certainty. Such terms are curiously inapplicable to
the articles of any theological creed ; more especially to those
which have undergone elaboration at the hands of many genera-
tions of hair-splitting doctors and teachers. Christ brushed
away the sophistical glosses of the Scribes and Pharisees, apply-
ing to them avery uncomplimentary term. It needs some new
teaching—not, as Mr. Gutch and his school falsely say, a new
reZigion, but a Reformation, a purifying process—to cleanse from
our Christianity the human inventions of the Dark Ages, dis-
honouring to God and repulsive to the higher thought of later
days, which have been suffered to linger until now. 1 think
Miss Ford will perceive in this a religious mission for
Spiritualism.

Colonel Fraser's “ Records of Sport in Western India,” *
contains an account of the burial of a Fakir under test con-
ditions by Runjeet Singh, notice of which has already
appeared in ““Light” of January 15th, 1881. It seems that
the account was originally communicated to the Indian
Government by an Engineer officer, and is published in
“ Asiatic Researches,” but Colonel Fraser could not say in
which volume. Perhaps some of my readers can supply the
reference. The volume also contains full details of the remark-
able fulfilment of a prediction made to Mrs. W., a personal
friend of the author’s, by a Fakir. The narrative is very
precise, the details are minute, and the fulfilment was complete.
Colonel Fraser testifies that his friend was a woman
“of unimpeachable veracity, strong-minded, and as little
under the influence of morbid or superstitious credence as any
one | ever knew.” These narratives are of great interest, and
the whole book is pleasant reading. M. A. (Oxon.)

Db. Davies.—The friends of Dr. Davies will be pleased to
learn that in a letter which we have just received from him the
Doctor informs us that he is quite well, and happily settled with
his family in his new home at the Deanery, Grahamstown. He
has had a month’s serious illness, but is fully recovered.

e London: W. H. Allen, 13, Waterloo-place, 8.W., 1881,
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A CLERGYMAN'S REASONS FOR UNBELIEF.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Sir,—I have read with some, nay with much, interest the
pamphlet ““ Spiritualism at the Church Congress.” 1 have read
it carefully, and your reflections on the papers then read, and
cannot but feel that there is danger in giving Spiritualism that
prominence which both you and they would afford it, and that
for various reasons.

1. I have never known any good result from it; but a vast
amount of evil. The only pretended good is the demonstration
said to be afforded to us of Spirit existence. The good effect of
thisismerely questionable; the other results—of believing on such
Spirits,and conversing with Buch Spirits,and the dropping off from'
the revealed Word and the old religion to a new Theosophy—
as itis called—more than counterbalance any good derivable
therefrom.

2. 1 am a believer in and lover of the old Book. It was
given to make us wise unto salvation. 1| have deeply studied
its internal character and its external evidences of origin, and
am every day more fully persuaded, that “ if they believe not it(
they will not be persuaded though one rose from the dead,” and
that ““ any other gospel ” even by an “ angel from Heaven” ia
no gospel, and to be utterly rejected.

3. I have examined a vast deal of these pretences, (being
disposed to a belief in Spirit life around us), but have seen trick,
evasiveness, questionable manner and mode similar to all con-
juring. What Jesus Christ did He did in the face of day, not
with lights turned down. Light then hurt not Spirits as they
now pretend. But again, | have been at dark stances in rooms
where suddenly a light on the other side shone through chinks
in a shutter and | saw clearly and distinctly living formB moving
the tambourine, bells, &c., which it was pretended floated
through the air, and felt the warm solid hand of a living person
touch my face. Ifit were icy cold it would have been of no
consequence. This could have been managed.

4. Writing on slates, &c., has been againand again exposed,
it iB cleverly done by the exhibitor by a pencil under the
finger nail. One of the most celebrated of late, or recent,
mediums, was detected by Spiritualists themselves in
tricks, as | am informed. Where is that medium now?
I refer to the remarkable article signed by a barrister, named
Dunphy, in the Nineteenth Century, telling what he saw. Mr.
Maskelyne has seen the pretended Spirit robes, and found them
to be of Japanese material and Indian material, not generally
known. Houdin practised tricks before a glass for two years,
till he was able to deceive his own vision.

That Spirits exist around us there can be no doubt.
Bible is full of it. Angels ““ minister to those who shall bo heirs
of salvation.” But whenever these appeared it was open and
manifest—no conjuring or trick—and the dignus vindice nodu»
was apparent.

It is no use to decry the diabolical theory. The thing is of God
or Satan; if of God the nodus will be manifest, and the result all
through good ; if from beneath, the origin and result must be
bad.

5. Subjective illusion is so well understood now, and so
many things.are plainly referable thereto, that it would require
some very strong demonstrations to make the objectivity theory
take its place. Strange things, unexplainable, do occur in the
way of apparition, noise, &c., but tricks abound, and great
names go for nothing with me. Lord Bacon, a great man, be-
lieved in astrology—such rubbish | | had some years ago a nice
little book, “ Spirit Rapping, Table Turning, and Table
Talking,” by Clarke, Beeton, and Co., price one florin, in which
the whole American mystery was exploded thoroughly by one
of the original ladies, who explained how many things, raps, &c.,
were done. Yet after the clear expostS judges, lawyers, and
““ great men” would not see, but would go on believing—an old
perversity of the mind and will. ““Qui vult tdecipi decipiatur.”

I have gone into these things very patiently ; I have had
confessed to me by experts how they rapped. No one could
possibly have found it out. If tables can be suspended and
levitation is a fact, why cannot we see it here as well as in
London ? Is London the headquarters, the Jerusalem, of the
Spirits? | should indeed be glad to have demonstrated and
proved to me any real facts, and I am open to conviction, but
while | see tricks done before my eyes that no one can ex-
plain and yet tricks, quite as marvelous, | hesitate and wait for
“ more light.” For instance, 1 have held a seal in my hand,
never before seen by the operator, merely pointed to it, and he
asked a lady at 30 feet distance, sitting blindfolded, “ What is
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this 7 She said, *“ A gold seal, white stone, and a crest like a
horse and a fish." True, my crest, asea horse. Itwasno* lingual
telegraphy.” He only said “ What is this ?” as he said to many
other things. | wrote a dead friend’B name, “ Captain West,
of the Buffs,” on a paper, rolled it up in a pill, put it with many
others in ahat. He stood with his hack to the blindfolded
girl, opened the paper, and she at once read it and every other
right offl Yet he did not profess to be anything but a profes-
sional conjurer. | have seen plates vanish in mid air, and yet
my eyes are good ones.  So, sir, every day shews me more and
more the fact that illusion is of the essence of our being, as
delusion is of our social fellowship.

I have known a common servant girl baffle a magistrate and a
bevy of police and the rector of the parish, night after night'
sitting up tofind out the mystery or trick. Peatwould jump out
of a stack, clods hit policemen, potatoes jump out of a pot,
strange howlings and noises, Ac., be heard, and the clever coun-
try girl who did them was in their very midst.

Of course you have read ‘' ‘Spectropia, ” and know thatbyintense
gaze on certain forms the form in complementary colour will be
projected on the cloud even for some time after the impressions.
Soisit, Ithink, withsubjective imaginings intensely pictured to
the mind.—Yours truly, S. G. Potter, D.D.

St. Luke’s Vicarage, Sheffield.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM EXALTED SPIRITS.

The columns of ““Light,” for October 15th and 29th, con-
tained three letters in reference to the tenor of a portion of the
review of Miss Houghton’s book which appeared in the number
for October 8th. | was hoping to see the matter followed up
by other correspondents.

In reference to Signor Damiani’s remark, the reasons appear
to me very obvious which should lead to ““ suspense ” if not to
““incredulity,” when the question of messages from “ the great
names of antiquity,” and from * the highest orders of Spiritual
beings,” is before us.

If a scholar, or antiquary, or traveller, of established reputa-
tion, Bhould suddenly publish to the world a series of letters by
some first-rate man who had passed away in comparatively recent
times, a controversy as to their genuineness would immediately
arise.  Still more would this be the case if the discovery of
manuscripts of Moses, or, let us say, stone inscriptions by
Abraham, were announced, and if the name of the discoverer
was unknown to fame. How much more is “ suspense” and
even “incredulity ” justified, when on the strength and basis
of psychical phenomena we are asked to believe things of an
analogous kind.  For it must be borne in mind that all mediuin-
istic writing is really a phenomenon of a psychical character; and
these who are in the least acquainted with the infinite and subtle
variety which undoubted mental illusions and delusions assume,
will be very careful how they draw absolute conclusions from
premises which can by any possibility belong to that kingdom.

Again, in regard to communications purporting to be from
purely angelic beings of a high order, the difficulties we have
referred to are immensely increased. Signor Damiani speaks of
Spiritual intelligences who “ never deceived me about their
identity.” 1 would venture to remark that, except in cases of
recent departure from earth-life, any approach to what really
amounts to evidence of identity is almost unattainable. It appears
to me that there is no conceivable evidence which would prove
the identity of, for instance, a Spirit professing to be ”David.”
Simultaneously occurring phenomena ““ of a Spirit with a crown
on his head and a harp in his hand,” appearing to a clairvoyant,
and a trance message purporting to be from “ David,” do not, |
think, amount to anything in the nature of evidence. Still less
is any evidence conceivable which would prove the identity of
an archangel—Gabriel, for instance.

I hope I shall not be misunderstood. The Spiritual consola-
tion and comfort to be drawn from such sources is another
matter, and is above and beyond the kingdom of evidence.
Even individual conviction is one thing, and evidence to others
is quite another. The beauty and Spiritual truth of one of the
Psalms does not depend upon whether David or Moses, or a
prophet, is correctly designated as its author. Those beautiful
words, ““The Lord is my Shepherd, | shall not want,” have
been, and will be, balm to many a weary soul, no matter by
whom they were written.

Thus we must, | think, in the present state of our faculties
for acquiring knowledge, be content with the intrinsic beauty
of, and Spiritual truth conveyed by, many of the ““ messages ”
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which are given, and be satisfied to leave the curious question
of the names which are often introduced as signatures and other-
wise, until we understand more of the conditions of communica-
tion between the two worlds. The Rgvntw»»

November 28th.

DBCBASB OF MB. HENRY D. JENCKEN.

On Saturday morning last Mr. Henry D. Jencken, Barrister-
at-Law, of 16, St. James’-square, Notting-hill, passed to the
higher life after an illness of but three days, having been seized
with paralysis on the Wednesday previous. Happily he suffered
little, and was conscious to the last, meeting death calmly, and
with confident anticipation of a new and brighter life beyond. His
precise age does not appear to be accurately known, but it is be-
lieved io have been about 58. In 1873 he married Miss Kate
Fox, an American lady, and one of the “ sisters” through whose
mediumship the phenomena of what is known as Modem
Spiritualism were first observed in 1848.  Mrs. Jencken sur-
vives him, with two sons, the eldest of whom is seven yean of
age.

Mr. Jencken, in addition to his practice at the Bar, devoted
a large share of his time and energies to the assistance of the
Association for the Reform and Codification of the lav of
Nations, of which he was Honorary General Secretary, andto
which he was able to give valuable aid from his intimate
acquaintance with International Lawand his great accomplish-
ments as a linguist. We, who knew him well, and were engaged
with him in many matters of business, testify with pleasure to the
high esteem in which he was universally held. He was intelligent,
courteous, and genial, at the same time that he was frank, open,
and ingenuous. He was one of the oldest Spiritualistsin Great
Britain, and never ashamed to confess his faith, with emphasis,
whenever occasion seemed to need a witness for the truth ; but
he was never offensive to others in the avowal of his own convic-
tions, and always treated honest doubters with consideration
and respect.

Our friend's earthly garment has been put away in the
Brompton Cemetery.

A FEW WORDS TO “M. A. (OXON.)”
To the Editor of ““Light.”

Sir,—“M. A. (Oxon.)” willfind the ideathat ““all is magnetism
in the universe ” worked out to a great extent in Roustaing’s
‘“ Quatre Evangiles.” Thisworking out does notin any way depend
on the expansion (to suit the growing intelligence and science of
the age) given therei i to the Christian myth. How far that is,
or is not, true, each must be left free to judge for himself.
Whether Christ be ““Myth, Man, or God,” or ““Our Planet
Ruler,” the ideal Christ is an ever-living verity. Were all the
existing sacred books of different nations wiped out, still the
same eternal verities would be again revealed to us—the
morality being again personified, according to the needs of the
time and of the race, as it has been before in a Christ or in a
Buddha, in a myth suited to those it came to. 'lhe gracious
Powers above us teach us like little children, as we are spirit-
ually, by myths (fables), inculcating the highest morality, and
we, like ignorami, fight tooth and nail about the former, and in
the very act of so doing, entirely forget and violate the latter.

“ Righteousness is not in creeds, or solemn faces,

But rather lies in kindly deeds and Christian graces.”

Further, the author of “ Art Magic " and ““ Ghostland " is
quite at one with ““M.A. (Oxon.) ” as to communion with de-
parted human Spirits. This author ishimself an “ adept,” and
it is refreshing to see ““adepts” differ, for it strikes a blow at
all leaning on mere authority, in other words—Popery. Ac-
cording to the Theosophist theory, only the ““ higher adepts”
(and some few others, may be) are human beings (in the sense of
having immortal souls)—the remainder of mankind are nothing,
after all, but just “ missing links. ” H. M.

Bath, November 28th, 1881.

With a view to encourage musical talent, Mr. Louis Neale
(Mr. Louis Freeman) is making arrangements to give a Competi-
tion Ballad Concert, as soon as a sufficient number of names are
forthcoming for competition, in some well-known hall in the
North of London. (The hall fixed upon will be duly announced.)
There will be a prize of two guineas for the best lady singer and
two guineas for the best gentleman singer ; the judges to be the
audience. Full particulars will be sent upon application being
made to Mr. Louis Neale, 52, Queen Victoria-street, London,
E.C., enclosing stampod addressed envelope for reply.—[Advt.
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“SPIRITUALISM ANCIENT AND MODERN.”

Under this title, your contemporary, the Spiritualist, pre-
sents us with an entirely novel view of Egyptian history and
mythology. From this we leam that “the most ancient
recognisable faith of the early Egyptians was the worship of a
four-fold impersonal entity termed Amoun or T Amoun.” This
four-fold deity manifested himself, we are told, as “ Kneph ;
Ammon-Neith ; Ammon-Sevech (Time), and Ammon-Pasht.”
““ From this four-fold unembodied spiritual entity proceed eight
personal embodied deities called Kabires, signifying mighty.
They are called Hores, created Gods. In union with Kneph,
Neith, Sevech, and Pasht, they form the first, the immortal, race
of Divinities.”

“ The Kabires are Menth (or Harseph), also called Phan (the
Greek Pan). His symbols are the Sparrow and the Ram. Ra
(is) also called ThAt, i.e., the Luminous, the thrice great (Trisme-
giBtus), the Sun-God ; symbol, a man with the head of a spar-
row. The worship of these Gods was established during the
Phoenician dominion in Egypt. The King Menes, the founder
of the monarchy and ancestor of the Egyptian kings, instituted
this worship.”

There is much more of the same sort, but the passages quoted
(verbatim) will be enough ; as of these there is not one state-
ment that is intelligible or true. They are simply a farrago of
falsities.

The earliest Gods of Egypt, following the Mother
of the Gods, were the Eight who ruled in Am-Smen before
the firmament of Ra (whether called Amen-Ra, Atum-
Ra, or Num-Ra) was uplifted. They are known to all
Egyptologists as the eight &lemcntaries. They are neither
known as the Kabires nor the mighty, but as the Betsh, the
children of inertness. Later glosses give Ra the sovereignty, but
these Gods were primary. Amen-Ra was one of the most recent
even of the Sun-Gods; and the fourheaded Ram type, called
Sheft-HAt or primeval power, is one of the latest formations
in the whole mythology. There is no such combination
possible as Amen-Sevech. Both were forms of Ra and
they headed two distinct and separate Oul'es that warred against
each other to the death. The crocodile-headed Sevekh was in-
definitely older than Amen-Ra. Nor has “ Amen-Sevech-Seb ”
any meaning whatever. ““ Seb” is a Star-God, called a God of
Earth. “ Menth,” or Mentu, is a solar God with no known
relation to Eight ““Kabires.” Nor is the sparrows symbol
of Mentu or any other God or Goddess on the Monuments.
Shakespeare speaks of not knowing a hawk from a hernshaw;
the writer does not know a sparrow-hawk from a sparrow.
Fancy! a sparrow as the glorified bird of the sun, and symbol
of the soul !

Ra, the Sun-God, is mixed up with Taht (Tahuti, Greek
Thoth), the Moon-God, and both together constitute a ““ man
with the head of a sparrow !” Ye Godaand Egyptologists !
And the worship of this Bet of mongrel monsters was established
by Menes, the founder of the monarchy and ancestor of the
Egyptian kings during the Phoenician dominion in Egypt!

“It do, it do, indeed ; it really do and there is no other
formula for this indescribable description, which reads as if it
were the product of one of Mark Twain’s “ Innocents,” who had
wandered more than usually far abroad. It is one of those
foolish, pretentious productions which have so often made a
laughing-stock of Spiritualistic literature. MA.

At the Fortnightly Discussion Meeting, to be held at
38, Great Russell-street, on Monday evening next, Mr. A. F.
Tindall will read a paper on ““Theosophy.” What view Mr.
Tindall takes of the question we do not know, but as there is a
great diversity of opinions on the subject there will probably
be a very animated debate.

Mr. Fowler’s Challenge.—A correspondent (R.B.) has
written to us to the effect that the Weekly Budget, of the 12th
inst., states that Mr. Cumberland has accepted Mr. Fowler’s
challenge, and asked us whether such is the case or not. We,
therefore, for the information of our correspondent, wrote to
Mr. Fowler, Liverpool, on the subject on Thursday, and received
a reply by telegram from that gentleman yesterday morning. In
that telegram Mr. Fowler says : —Letter received to-day. My
challenge sent through the Bishop of Liverpool has not been
accepted, either throu%h the Bishop or from Mr. Stuart Cumber-
land. If it had, the Bishop would have communicated it to me.
It stands open to all conjurers, including him.—Accrington
Gazette, Nov. 19th.

* 8«e Pierret, “ Paath&m, Egyptian,” p. 11.
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REVIEW.
The Journal of Psychological Medicine, vol. vii. part 2.

We do not know that we have much cause to notice this
journal. Itdeals with Psychology from an essentially misleading
point of view, that of the student of disease. Its editor, Dr.
Lyttleton Winslow, son, we believe, of the well known Dr.
Forbes Winslow, is known to us by some remarkable statements
about the tendency of Spiritualism to develop insanity, which he
put forward with a great flourish of trumpets some years since.
They were conclusively refuted by Dr. E. Crowell, of Brooklyn,
but we are not aware that Dr. L. Winslow has retracted his
misleading assertions. Our remembrance of the pamphlet in
which these allegations were made leads us to refer to Dr. L.
Winslow’s pen two articles in the journal before us. These are
psychological studies of Carlyle and Lord Beaconsfield.
Remarkable, not for the matter they contain, but for the manner
in which the ideas are presented, these studies are interesting to
the student of language. What, for instance, is the idea intend-
ed to be conveyed in the following sentence —* My impression
is that the author of these memorials did not intend that they
should see the light unrevised, perhaps expurgated "—or in this
““In all cases of rapid enlargement of the brain, it should be
recollected that there is a tendency to irregular evolution of its
various parts, to cerebral irritations of various origin, as well as
with rare psychical qualities.” Whatare we to gather from the
oracular statement as to Carlyle and his wife, that “ there was
neither similarity noridentification in the clouds by whichthey were
surrounded” ? Not to multiply instances of the crudest school-boy
English through whichthebestintentions cannot discern meaning,
we note with amusement that the writer is audacious enough to
criticise Carlyle’s style. It is “ obscure, involved, and paren-
thetical.” ““His unfamiliarity with the best specimens of the
poets and novelists may have prevented him from euphemising
the uncouth Doric in which his tongue learned to syllabalise
his thoughts.” Ah, well! But what are we to say of the far
more uncouth English in which Dr. Winslow's tongue never
learned to ““syllabalise” his thoughts! The criticism on Carlyle,i®
we may dignify it by such a name, is merely ludicrous. Psycho-
logy there is none in it, nor the faintest glimmer of a power to
appreciate one of the prophets of the age.

The criticism of Lord Beaconsfield, which is evidently from
the same source—no two living persons could write the same
remarkable jargon—is scarcely more tolerable. But Lord
Beaconsfield was nearer to the vulgar level, and the criticism is,
therefore, less glaringly absurd. It fails, however, as completely
in anything like psychological insight, and it is superficially raw
and commonplace. We quote one oracular deliverance. ““ Not
that it is easy or perhaps possible to gauge the depths of his
mentalism, so to speak, butwe can form a fair estimate by admi-
ration, of the diversified genius that was at once philosopher,
romancist, psychologist, and politician.”  [The italics are ours.]
What, pray, is a mentalism t and what, aromancist f Mr. Childers
once called Lord Beaconsfield ““a great romancer ”’; but that is
hardly what our obscure psychologist means by his home-made
philological monstrosities.

There is a psychological study of Shakespeare by Dr. Semple,
in which we are told that the great poet ““ seems to have been
himself entirely free from anything approaching to mental
alienation” |

We find it very hard to conceive the reason why such stuffas
this is published, or any class of readers to whom it can appeal.

The “ Psychological Review.”—As W0 go to press we are in
receipt of the December number, ““ The Christmas Number,” of
this Review— a double number, price Is. The editor hopes that
althought his is covered by the subscription price, subscribers will
feel disposed toforward him the extra6|d. to meet the extra cost
incurred. Wehaveonly space-forabrief reference tothe contentsof
the number, which comprise the usual “ Notes and Comments,”
and comprehensive monthly summary, three original articles by
Jane H. Douglas, A. M. Howitt Watte and Arthur Lillie, and
a tale by Caroline Corner, entitled ““In Vision Land,” which
occupies the extra sheets. The number is prefaced by a short
appeal ““ To the readers of the Psychological Beview,” by “ M. A.
(Oxon),” which we commend to special notice, and hope it will
aid in establishing the magazine on as firm a basis as it deserves.

Mrs. Hardinge-Britten's Work.—By the desire of ths
friends of Spiritualism in the North of England, Mrs. Emma
Hardinge-Britten announces that she is engaged to speak as
follows:—December 4, Nottingham ; 11 Oldham ; 18 and 19,
Halifax; 24, 25, and 26, Batley Carr.—Mrs. Britten can still
form some week evening engagements, but her Sundays up to
the third Sunday in January next are all promised.—[Adri.J
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A TEACHER OF ORGANIC MAGNETISM IN 1550.

The Chaine Magaetique (Paris) reports a discourse by Profes-
sor Guidi at a meeting of the Mesmeric Society of Naples, in
which he gave some particulars about Juliano di Majo, a
Neapolitan physician of the fifteenth century.

Some of the men, he said, whose names live in Italian
history, claimed Juliano di Majo as their master. He was called
the Hermit of Bala, because he led a solitary life on the spot where
dwelt the Sibyl of Cumea. In common with all philosophers in
those days, he studied astrology and dreams, in relation to human
events. He taught that the highest aim of that desire for know-
ledge implanted in us by the Creator, should.be to discover the
secrets of the marvellous forces in Nature. His doctrines were
based upon a knowledge of these forces. He taught that the soul
could foresee events when partially liberated from bodily bonds ;
for then, passing temporarily into its eternal and immortal
condition, its perceptions are irrespective of time and space.
The soul thus partially escaped, the body sleeps as if in death.
For such sleep and ecstasy he prescribed for Kis disciples

meditation, prayer, continence, and fasting. When by
these means fitted, he induced the sleep by fixing his gaze
upon the subject, whose face was turned eastward,

placing his hands upon his head. The things then perceived
and described were, on waking, not remembered by him.

Juliano di Majo knew the effects of those occult forces which
are the basis of vital human magnetism. His modes of pro-
cedure in healing were similar to those of the operators in the
Egyptian temples, and thus he ought to be regarded as a link in
the chain of magnetisera between those of the remote past and
Mesmer with his present-day disciples.

SPIRITUALISM IN LONDON AND THE PROVINCES.

GOSWELL HALL.

The platform was occupied on Sunday evening last by Mr.
S. Goss, his subject being ““Eternity of Matter and the Gospel of
Spiritualism.” The manner in which the former portion of the
subject was treated displayed a large amount of deep thought
and serious consideration. Coming to the latter portion of his
subject, Mr. Goss stated the mission of Spiritualism to be the
making of rough places smooth, and the crooked paths straight,
by clearing away the superstitions which have so long been
fostered in our midst. Mr. Greenwell read a poem on “ The
Being of a God,” with great ability. On Sunday morning the
question was discussed as to the advisability of forming a society
in connection with this Hall, but the matter not having been
made public, it was decided to call a meeting for noxt Sunday
morning, when all who are interested in the question are cordially
invited. It is hoped that the frequenters of Goswell Hall will
come in strong force, and give free expression to their opinions.

Veritas.

HACKNEY.

A large number of friends assembled at the opening of the
new rooms of the Hackney Christian Spiritualist Mission, at 2,
Penpoll-road, Graham-road, Hackney, on Sunday evening last.
All present expressed pleasure at the change to much larger and
more convenient premises, and a hope that it would tend to the
diffusion of Spiritual knowledge. In addition to the ordinary
collection, which was larger than usual, £1 12s. was subscribed
towards the Harmonium Fund. Further contributions will be
gratefully received by Miss Barnes, from anyone who feels dis-
posed to help the Cause here.

CARDIFF.

On Sunday last we were privileged to listen once more to
our well tried and worthy friend, Mr. J. J. Morse. The Town
Hall was again placed at our disposal (by kind permission of the
Mayor), and in spite of the very inclement weather, there were
fairly large audiences at both morning and evening services.
The chairman on both occasions was the hon. secretary, Mr. E.
Adams. The subject of the morning lecture was ““The Coming
of Christ: Its Meaning,” and it was ably and eloquently treated
by the controls of Mr. Morse. In the evening the lecture was
on “ Sinners, Saints and Saviours,” and the subjectwasdealt with
ably and eloguently. Both lectures were listened to with deep
attention and evident interest.

On Monday evening a soirde was held at the society’s rooms
in honour of Mr. Morse—it being the first at which we have
had the pleasure of his presence. The first item in the evening’s
programme was a tea at which about fifty sat down. It was
tastefully and liberally got up by Mr. R. Brooks, to whom
great praise is due for the zeal he displayed in order to
promote the comfort of those present. This being disposed of,
an excellent programme of readings and music was creditably
presented under the excellent chairmanship of Mr. Morse, who
thoroughly succeeded in sustaining the good feeling and har-
mony of the evening.—E.A.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

Newcastle.—On Sunday morning last, the platform at
Weir's Court was occupied by a lady (Mrs. Tollard) who gave a
pleasing trance address, which was very much appreciated. In
the evening, Mr. John Hope, a gentleman who B a non-Spirit-
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ualist, occupied the platform and interested the audience—which
was fairly good—with a popular discourse upon ““John Howard,
the Philanthropist.” Mr. John Mould occupied the chair. |
see from announcement that Mrs. Britten will be in the district
shortly. She is one of the ablest lecturers in our Cause, and
well worthy of our best patronage. 1 only wish she could
stay a month with us. Mr. Wright, the popular lecturer, will
be here next Sunday, and | hope he will meet with the appreci-
ation he deserves. It appears very commendable of our
Newcastle friends to so utilise, as they are doing, this
estimable gentleman, but let it be done with a fair and just
spirit to other workers in the Cause who are at least his equal
in ability. It pained me while sitting at last Thursday's seance,
to hear a prominent officer of the N.S.E.S. roundly denouncing
the abilities, and speaking contemptuously of, Mr. J. J. Morse
as a lecturer in comparison with Mr. Wright. This may be alegal
way of abusing those we are jealous of and dislike, but I fail to
see how it is honourable.

Gateshead.—On Sunday evening last, a treat was afforded
to the members and friends of the Gateshead Society. Mr.
Lambelle, late editor of the lieraid of Progress, had been
announced to givea discourse upon ““ The Religion of the Future,”
and a large and intelligent audience assembled to hear this
worthy gentleman. Mr. H. Burton occupied the chair, and
introduced Mr. Lambelle with a few pithy remarks. The
lecturer shewed in his introduction how some of the old forms
of religions, silted up with errors of dogma and sacerdotal
mummery, had failed to lead on mankind to that high and beauti-
ful truth which they so much preached, but which their followers
so little appreciated when it came to the practical unfolding of
the same in their own natures. He further shewed wherein true
religion consisted—in love to God and love to man, in aspiring
to higher excellencies, and in shewing a broad tone and kind
regard for the welfare of struggling humanity. The religion
of the future, he contended, would be the moral unfoldment of
man, and this would manifest itsolf in deeds of love and works
of righteousness. The lecture was warmly received and highly
appreciated. It is to be hoped that before long the Gateshead
platform may be occupied by Mr. Lambelle again. NextSunday
the society will be favoured with a discourse from Mr.
Robinson, of Newcastle, upon ““Modern Spiritualism a Repeti-
tion of Bible Christianity.”

Backworth.—Mr. W. H. Robinson lectured at this place on
the 21st, to a large company of Methodists, upon * Spiritualism
and Christianity,” and the company were so well pleased with
the discourse that we hear they are very desirous to learn more
about the subject, and have invited Mr. Robinson and any other
friendly disposed person to lecture among them again.

Fellino.—On Sunday evening last, Mr. Robinson discoursed
to the friends at the Spiritual Temple upon “ Christianity and
Modern Spiritualism.” His remarks were listened to and
highly appreciated by a large and attentive audience.
On the Monday evening, at the same place, a service was
held for the purpose of debating the subject of Spiritualism with
those who might be so disposed to inquire. Mr. H. Burton, who
had been invited to preside, opened the meeting with a clear and
definite exposition of the facts and philosophy of the movement,
which elicited some interesting remarks relating to the subject
The Felling Society have resolved to hold meetings for debate
every Monday evening, upon Spiritualism and kindred subjects.
We sincerely hope they will obtain patronage and success.

Northumbria

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

E.E.—If your friend is so much interested in “ Light,” he
should subscribe for it, and not borrow it. Put this thought
beforo him ; it may do him good.

“ | cannot get over the feeling that the souls of the dead do
somehow oonnect themselves with the places of their former
habitation, and that the hush and thrill of spirit which we feel
in them may be owing to the overshadowing presence of the
invisible.  St. Paul says, ‘* We are compassed about with a great
cloud of witnesses.” How can they be witnesses, if they cannot
see and be cognizant | "—Harriet Beecher Stowe.

Premonition of Death.—*“ At the siege of Charston, my
father, leading his Grenadiers to the trenches, observed that
his lieutenant, Alston, a very brave man, was dejected.
‘What is the matter, Alston?’ ‘I am goihg to death.
‘Why say that1' “l have often been wounded, and always
the night before being so, | have dreamed of hunting deer of
a peculiar form. Last night they turned on me. 1 shall be
killed.” “Nonsense, man.’” Alston shook his head. It was
dark, and the town was quiet the whole night; not a shot
was fired, the relief came in the morning, the Grenadiers
retired, and when at some distance from the town, my father
said, ‘ Alston, false is your dream.” *‘ No, true; | feel it so.
At that instant some loose straggling shots came from the town,
and Alston, struck by four, fell dead; no other man was
touched, and four was the number of the deer he had dreamed
of.”—* Life of Sir Charles Napier."

Mr. J. J. Morse's Appointments.—Cardiff, Sunday,
December 4 ; London, Sunday, December 11; Keighley, Sun-
day, December 18.—[Advt]
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WHO ARE THESE SPIRITUALISTS ?

The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful
investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of
some of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism :(—

Archbishop Whately; the late Lord Brougham; the Earl of
Dumaven; thelate Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain; the late William
Howitt; the late George Thompson ; Gerald Massey; T. Adolphus
Trollope ; 8. C. Hall, F.8.A.

The late Abraham Linooln, President U.S. A.; the late W. Lloyd
Garrison ; the late Hon. EL Dale Owen, sometime Minister of U.S.A.
*t the Court of Naples; the Hon. J. L. O'Sullivan, sometime
Minister of the U 8.A. at the Court of Lisbon ; the late Hon. J. W.
Edmunds, sometime Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New
York ; the late Professor Mapes, the eminent chemist, U.S.A.; the
late Dr. Robert Hare, Professor of Chemistry at the Medical
University of Pennsylvania, U.8.A.; Bishop Clarke (Episcopalian),
of Rhode Island, U.8.A.; Darius Lyman, of the Treasury Depart-
ment, Washington.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal cf Science,
Fellow, Gold Medallist, and Member of the Council of the Royal
Society; Cromwell Varley, F.R.S., C.E.; A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., the
.eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of
the British Association for the Advancement of Science; W. F.
Barrett, Professor of Physics in the Royal College of Science, Dublin;
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University of
Cambridge ; the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, F.R.8., President of
the Royal Astronomical Society ; Dr.Lockhart Robertson, F.R.8., long
one of the editors of the Journal of Science; the late Dr. J. Elliotson,
F.R.8., sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirargical
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the
Mathematical Society of London; the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E.,
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh ; the late
Ur. Ashburner ; the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.S.E.; Professor,
Ch. Cassal, LL.D.; Captain R. F. Burton, the celebrated traveller.

The late Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon; President
Thiers; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor ;
<the late Prince Emile de Sayn Wittgenstein; His Imperial
Highness Nicholas, Duke of Lenchtenberg ; the late Baron L. de
Guldenstubbe; Count A. de Gasparin; the Baron and Baroness von
Vay; the Baron du Potet; Mons. Lion Favre, Consul-General of
France; Victor Hugo.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physioist,
author of “ 8dentifio Treatises,” “ Transcendental Physics,” Ac.,
whose reoent researches in this subject have attained a world-wide
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of Physics in the University

of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general

subject of Psychology; Professor Scheibuer, the renowned teacher of
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor
of Physics in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the
mmain workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation
of Energy; Immanuel H. Fichte, Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig ;
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St. Petere-
Mrarg; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science in the
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy,
Wttrzburg; Dr. Robert Fries6, of Breslau; Mons. Camille Flam-
marion, the well-known astronomer ; and many other membere of
learned eoeietiet thie and other countries, and a eaet number of
pertone eminent in literature, eeienee, and art, and in the ranke <f
facial life, whole narnee we are not at liberty to mention.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW

Aima at supplying compendious information concerning Psychical phenomena
and endeavours—

<1) To set forth the phenomena in such an accurately recorded form as may
oommend the subject to the attention of the general public :

(S) To add its quota to the sifting and tabulation of the vast accumulation of
facts already to hand :

<S) To determine and name the subtle forces at work in the production of the
phenomena in question:

<4) To discuss the laws which govern, and the philosophy to which the facts luid
up, with that clearness and efficiency as may at once satisfy thoughtful
readers and stimulate investigation.

A Neu Volume commenced on July let, 1881.

Sixfekce Monthly, or 7s. per annum in advance, post-free.
London:—e, New Bridge-street, Ludgate-circus, E.C.

THIRD AND CHEAPER EDITION !

Just Published, SO2 pp., demy 8V0. Price 6S. Free by Poet, 75.

HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA:

HIS EXPERIENCES IN BARTH LIFE AND SPIRIT LIFE.

Communicated through the Mediumship of
Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.

Lovdoh.—E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane; J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row-
W.C. : J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature A({;ency, 4. New Bridge-street, Lnd-
&% Otrcus, London, E.C; T. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.; Hay Nisbet
Ad Oo., 38, Stookweil-street, Glasgow; J. Bowman, 65, Jamaioa-street, Glas-
gow ; D. Duguid. 535, Egliuton-street, Glasgow; and all Booksellers.

RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.

This Journal is afearless and independent newspaper, and aims to be entirely
-free from all Sectarian bias. It is neutral in nothing, but expresses dear and
decided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism. It is the
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much
Min the interest of Science, insists that the phenomena shall be manifested
under such conditions at to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines
-CTede"C* to phenomena which cannot stand the test of careful scrutiny.

Terms—15s. N Advance. Address Jno. C. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois,
TIE.A. Mr. J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature Agency, 4, New Bridge-street,
Imdgate Circus, London. E.C., is Agent for England, and will reoeive subscrip-
tions. P.0.0. on London, E.C.

LIGHT.

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY

AND SOLE
EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MES8RS. COLBY AND RICH,
BOSTON, U.S.A.

. J.J. MORSE,
4, New Bridge Street, Ludgate Oirous, London, HO.
Estabushid 1878.

Rica upon Spiritualism, Phrenology, Health, and all Reformatory subjects,
uding a large selection of choice Fiction and Poetry. The following are a
few of the many authors whose works are sold, vis.. Dr. J. M. Peebles, Dr. E.
Crowell, William Denton, Hudson Tuttle, P. B. Randolph, Andrew
Jackson Davis, Henry 0. Weight, Maria M. King, A. B. Child, Epes
Sargeet, Mrs. C. Sweet, Lixzib Doten, Kerset Graves, Col. Imgersollj Ac.
Full and complete List of Books, with Author’s Names and Prices, post %ree.
AU Books told as near at /osstble to English. equivalents for Anter icon /rices.

Enlarged from Eigfht to Twelve Paffee-
THE BANNER OF LIGHT:

The oldest, best, most popular, and the widest circulated Spiritual newspaper in
the world. Post free, fifteen shillings per year.
ALL BOOK8 SENT POST FREE.
Address all communications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature Agéency,
4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C. P.0.0. on Lovdov, E.C.

THE above Agency_eupBIiee all the work, published by Colbt and
intl

NEW WORKS JUST ISSUED.
SPIRITUAL STRAY LEAVES,

BABOO PEARY “cHAND MITTRA,
fire  upon topic, of grout intomt to Students of Eastern Spirittultan, ud
oognate questions of an oooult character, whioh are discussed with oleanieas,

judgment, and ability. Contains also a Novelette, entitled, ““Avedi; or the
Sniritnalista Spiritual tale.

Paper Coven, price is-; post free, is. lid.

Dr. J. M. Peebles’ latest and best
Beduoed

UR IMMORTAL HOMES.
work. Large 8vo., doth, gilt sides and bock. Latest edition.
price, post frée, 6s. 6d.

SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF SPIRITUALISM. Epes Sargent's last
work; one of the best books for inquirers, and the dirtingnishod author’s
best and Anal production. Cloth. Pp. 372. Post free, 7s.

NBW WORK. JUST RECEIVED.
eligion as revealed in the material and
SPIRITUAL UNIVERSES. Dr. Edwin D. Babbitt (Author of Prindples
B t?f Li ht6atrj1dCoIor, Health Manual, Ac.) Cloth. ISmo. Pp. 364. lllustrated.
ost free, ba 6d.

HO MADE THE DEVIL ?
medium, J. C. Wbioht, of Liverpool.
post free, 2jd.

A Trance Address, by the popular
16 pp. Paper wrapper, fid,;

THIRD EDITION.
Beautifully printed by Blacklocks, 88 p. in handsome wrapper, Prioe 3d.

THE LEEK BIJOU REPRINT OF

“WHAT MUST | DO TO BE SAVED?””

A DISCOURSE BY

COLONEL EOBEET G INGERSOLL,
Minuter in America of the Goipel <fFreeihought.

Non.—This New Edition oontains the Author’s own Preface (from the

American Edition); it is the only full Report issued in this Country, and a

share of the ﬁrofits from it will be paid to the Author—whose approval of its
Reprintin this form has been obtained.

Sample Copy poet free 3}d.

All the above supplied by J. J. Morsi, Progressive Literature

Agency, 4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, London,E 0. P.O.O.
on London, E.C.
SPECIAL NOTICE.
HE Proprietor of the Progressive Literature Agency, Mr. J. J.

Moan, naa now REMOVED his business to 4, NEW BRIDGE STREET.
LUDGATE CIRCUS. LONDON, E C.-the offices of ““Light”—and he is in

daily attendance there as representative of that journal. A Central Depot for
the sale of American and other foreign literature is thus provided, which M
long been a necessity alike of the cause and ths increasing business done by
Mr. Morse, who has for some years now been the onl ealer in American
Spiritual literature. The P. LA is the sole aﬁency for Europe of Messrs. Colby
and Rich, the Banner of Light publishir:nl_g ouse, Boston ; The Religio-Philo-
sophical Publishing Co., Chicago : The Two Worlds Publishing House, New
York, all of the United States ; The Harbinger of Light, and Australian House
of W.H. Terry, Melbourne ; and copies of the above papers can be obtained, and
subscriptions to them paid at the above address, where also a choice collection
of various authors upon Spiritualism and kindred topics can be inspected.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.

Edited by Aaron Watson.

The Examinrr is the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of
England. It contains articles on Political, Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of
the Week; Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches; Chats with Children;
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of the Week.

Every Friday. Prick Ore Perky. Quarterly Subscription by Post, Is. 7|d.

BOARDING HOUSE FOR SPIRITUALISTS,

22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W O.
MRS. MALTBY

Has taken the house

No. 22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE,

And opened it as a Boarding House foi Spiritualists, feeling that there
is need of such an Establishment where friends can meet, and where they
discuss the subject of Spiritualism freely and openly.

Mrs. Maltby will do her utmost to make a comfortable and harmonious home.
22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE. W.C.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(Established 1873.)
38, GREAT RUSSELL ST. BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C
(Corner 0/ WOBURN STREET.)

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists
of every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirers
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Reference and Lending Libraries contain a large collection of the beet
works on Spiritualism and occult subjects. Spiritualist and other newspapers
and periodicals from all parts of the world are regularly supplied for the Reading
Room, to whioh Members have access daily.

The Secretary, or his representative, is in attendance to receive visitors, and
answer enquiries; on Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; on other days from
2p.m. to 9 p.m.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are oordially invited to visit
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Readingi
Room and Library. Information is cheerfully afforded to enquirers on al
questions affecting Spiritualism.

Members Free Stances are held on Thursday evenings, at 8 o'clock prompt,
subject to certain regulations, which can be ascertained on application.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each
meeting. Programmes can be obtainod on application during the winter season.

Soirees, at which all friends are welcome, are held at intervals during the
season. An admission fee is charged, including refreshments.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. £ s d

Per annum.

Country members, with privilege of voting at all General Meetings 050

Town members, do. 0. .. 010 6
Members, with use of Reading Room and Reference Library, and the

right of taking out one volume from the Lending Library. 0

Family tickets, with all privileges 0

.22

Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan
postal district. .

Ll?ht refreshments are provided at moderate chargee. .

All'oommunications and enquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre-
tary, Ma. Thos. Blttow, 38, Great Rnssell-street, W.O., and Post Office Orders
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be
crossed ** London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch."

Prospectuses of th? Association and forms of application for Membership,
can also be procured from the several allied Societies.

Council.

Adshead, W. P., Derby House, Belf;taer, Derbyshire,
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., TheMausion, Richmond Hill near London.
Bowman J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow.
Coffin, Walter H., F.C.S., Junior Athemeum Clinh, Piccadilly.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E.
*Dunn, James (of the South Durham District Association), 68, 8impeou-street,
New Shildon.
Edmands, T. H.» The Chestnuts, Sunbury, Middlesex.
Evans, Colonel, E. 1. U. Service Club, 14, St. Jaines’s-sqre., S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, 8.W,
Green, G. F., 16, Vicarage Park, Plumstead, Kent.
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-crescent, Westbourne-square, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Prescott-street, Liverpool.
* Larrad, E. (of the Leicester Society), 10, Edwyn-street, Leicester.
Maclean, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-sqnare, S.W.
Meugens, J. G.» The Manor House, Penge, S.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta.
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
Pickersgill, W. C., 3, Blandford-sqgnare, N. W.
Podmore, Frank, 16, Southampton-street, Fitzroy-square, W.
Potts, G.H., 57, Moorgate-street, E.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent's Park, N.W.
-Robelrtson James (of Glasgow Association), 36, Gcrturk-street, Govanhill,
Glasgow.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Bondi,SigPor, 22, Montagu-place, Russell-square, W.C.
Speer, S. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W.
eobald, Morell, F.C.A., 62, Granville Park, Blacxheath, S.E.
J. Taft (of the Dalston Association), 11, Reedholm-street, Winston-road, Stoke

i Newir;Pton. .
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W.
[+ Representatives of Allied Societies who are ex-officlo members of the Council]

Vicb-Prxsidrnts.
Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.
Dr. S. T. Speer.

Mrs. FitzGerald.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald.
Auditors.
G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq., F.C.A,
Rksident Secretary.
Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.

J.W. Gray, Esq., C.E.

Honorary ob Corresponding Members.

His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, St. Petersburg,
Russia.

Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan do Rassim Pasha a Bahdjd, Capousson, Con-
stantinople. . . .

The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Perth.

The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potschuch, Styria, viA Gratz,
Austria.

The Baroness Guldenstfibbo, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris.

Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.

El Visconde de Torres-Solano,” Madrid.

The Hon. Alexander Aksakof,
6, St. Petersbu'r:g.

Signor Sebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.

Herr Constantin Delhez. Wien, Austria.

J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S A

Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Chicago, U.S.A.

Miss Anna Blackwell, La Sirerie, Witnille, Bonlogne-sur-Mer.

Baboo Pearychand Mittra, Metcalfe Hall, Calcutta

James Mylne, Esq.. Bebeea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten, The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham Hill,
Manchester.

A. J. Riko, Esq., Noordeinde, 198, The Hagne, Holland.

Professor Fnedrich Zollncr, Leipzig, Germang/.

Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.

Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosthy, Whnrzberg University, Germany.

Gregor C. Wittig, Esq., Kornarstrasse. 2b, Leipzig, Germany.

W. H. Terry, Era., 84, Russell-street. South, M.elbourne, Victoria, Australia

M. Leymarie, 5, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.

H. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Raco-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.

E. Crowell Esq., M.D., 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyq, New York, U.8.A.

Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect,
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G L. Ditson, Esq., M.D., Malden, Massachusetts, U.S.A.

W. L. Sammons, Esq., Cape Town, South Africa.

J. Murray Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.

Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.

J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, France.

Samuel Chinuery, Esg., 9, Rue Pipunifere, Paris.

Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A.

Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Moutgomery-plaoe, Boston, U.S.A.

M. de Bassompierre. 285, Chatustta St. Pierre, Ktterbeck, Brussels.

M. A. Anthelme fritz, Rue de Palais, 137, Schaerbeck, Lex-Bruxelles.

Lieut.-CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels.

Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.

Comte de Bullet, Hotel del'Athenie, Rue Scribe, Paris.

J. L. O’Sullivau, Esq., 30, nger Gloticerter-plaoe, Dorset-square, London, N.W.

Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.8., H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.

A. R. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Nutwood Cottage, Frith Hill, Godaiming.

Isaac B. Rich, Esq, 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.

Mdlle. Huet, 173, line St. Honors, Paris.

W. 8. Godbe, Esqg., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.8.A.

Dr. Gruuhnt, Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.

Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Eporjes, Hungary.

J. W. Day. Esq., 9, Montgomei~-place, Boston, U.S.A.

Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.

Signor Damiani, 29, Colville-road, Notting HUI, W.

Dr. Pnel, 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris.

Herr J. H. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-atrasse, near Vienna.

M. Oochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.

Berk&f‘l;._cgutchinson, Esqg., L.D.8., R.C.8.1.. 2, New-street, Cape Town, Sooih
ica.

Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq., 128 West 43rd-street, New York.

Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.

M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Paris.

Thos, Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.

ALLIED SOCIETIES.
Home.
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec.—Mr. J. Tift
53, 8igdon-road, Dalston. E.
Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Frances, 22, Cowley<osd,
Brixton, S.W.
Liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. John Ainsworth, 21, Log.
fellow-street, Lodge-lane, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. E. Adams, Rosario Hoose, Bid-
mond-road, Cardiff.

The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. See.
—Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Water Park-terrace, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. Hon. Seo.—Mr. John MoG. Monro,

33, Daisy-street, Govanhill, Glasgow.
South Durham District Association of Spiritualists. = Hon. Sec.—Mr. Jims
Dunn. 8, Co-operative-street, Old Shildon. Durham.
Leicester Spiritualist Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. R. Wightman, 56, €ranboun
Street. Leicester.

Foreign.

The Spiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—W. Anton Prochssiks.
Josofstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gass, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Bociedad Espiritista Espafiola, Cervantes, 34, 28, Madrid. President—E| Visooude
de Torres-Bolanot.

Sociedad Espirita Central de la Republica Mexicans. President- Seflor Refugio

T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia. South America.
Manuel Jose Angarita.
L’'Union Spirits et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, Rae de
Louvain, Brussels.

President—Seflor

Builne&s for the Ensuing Week.
Monday, Dxckmbeb 5th.—Discussion. Paper, " Theoeopby,” by Mr. A F,
Tindall. Chair at 7JO.

Thursday, December 8th.—Members' Free Stance, at 8 p.m. prompt.

THE MANSION,
RICHMOND HILL, NEAR LONDON.

A firat-closs Residence for Families, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Terms by the Week.

Address—EDWARD T. BENNETT, Manager.
Agents for the sale of ““Light.”

LONDON.
Thos. Wilks, 299, New North-road, N.
J. M. Dali. 50, Crawford-street, Vryanston-square, ,W.
R. Cocker, 74, Dalston-lane, E.
T. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.
J. Kino.—Goswell Hall, E.C.
J. J. Morsi, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.

PROVINCIAL.

Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Lombard-street.
Bilpkr.—T. Edwards, 8, King-street.
Birmingham.—J. Groom, 200. St. Vinceut-street

v —E. J. Foley, 368, Monument-road.
Bigolkswads—J. F. Hunt.
Brighton.—Mr. Broughton, 13, St. George's-road.
Bradford.—J. Clayton, 63, Manchester-road.
Cardiff.—J. Hogg, 66, Crock herbtown.
Falmouth.-J. Truscott, 11, Killigrew-street.
Glasgow,—W. Love, 226, Argyle-street.
Kiighliy.—S. Billows, High-street.
Leicester.—J. Bent, 1, Town Hall-lane
Liverpool.—R. Chatham, 20, Caird-street.
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger-street.
New Delaval.—W. Cooper, 14, Double-row,
Northampton.—W. Eyres, Newsagent, 9, Regent-square.
Nottingham,—W. Yates, 39, Bentinck-road, The Forest.

. W. Jebbett, 57, Parliament-street.
Manchester—J. Heywood, Deansgate.
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