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OUR BRANCHES.
THE SIMLA ECLECTIC THEOSOPHICAL SOCTETY.

During the past month this Society has been chiefly
engaged in drawing up and publishing its rules and
bye-laws, and forms of application and obligation. These
are as follows :—

I This Society is constituted with two primary objects,

Frrst.—To support and countenance the Theosophical
movement by demonstrating to the Native community
that many Europeans respect, sympathise in, and are
desirous of promoting it.

SkcoND—To obtain, through the Assistance of the
Adept Brothers of the first Section of the Parent Society,
a knowledge of the Psychological truths, which they have
experimentally ascertained, and thusacquire a means of
successfully combating the materialism of the present age.

II.  The Society shall be administered by a  President,
Vice-President, and Council, clected annually by a ma-
jority of the members. Any vacancies occurring during
the year shall be filled up by the President and Clonneil,
for the remaining portion of the year. One of the Coun-
cil shall act as Corresponding Sceretary.

III.  The Society shall only admit as members, persons
already fellows of the Theosophical Society.

IV, Any Theosophist, thoroughly acquainted with the
English language, wishing to join the Kelectic Society
shall apply in writing (sec form A) to the President of
the Society soliciting admission.

V. Any such application shall be considered by the
President ; and usually hie or some member of the (foun-
cil, or some menber of the Socicty, specially deputed by
the President on that behalf, shall sce and converse, or
enter into correspondence, with the applicant.

VI. Wihen the President and Council are satisfied that
the applicant is,so far as they can ascertain, qualified,
both by character and education, for admission to the

Socicty, they shall cause a copy of the Special Obligation

(sce form B) to be sent to him for execution.

VIT. When the special obligation has been
exceuted, arrangements will be made for initiating the
nceepted candidate as soon as conveniently may be.

VIIT. The President and Council may, if unanimous,
renlove any member from the Society whose conduct or
life is manifestly inconsistent with the special obligation
which he has executed.  If not unanimous, the (uestion
shall be veferred to the members and decided by a
majority,

IX. Any one who for reasons that may appear satis-
factory to the President and Council, admitting him  to
membership, may prefer to keep his connection with the
Society a secret, shall be permitted to do so, and no one,
except the executive of the Society, has the right to know
the names of all the members.

X. Any member desiving to sever entirely his con-
nection with the Society may do so on signifying the same
in writing to the President, but such severance shall in
no way rclieve him from the solemn engagements into
which he has entered to maintain absolute secrecy as to
all matters connected with the Society which have been
communiecated to iim with the intimation that they must
not be revealed.

A. O. HUME, | PRESIDENT.

Simla, 1
September 7, 1881. f A. P. SINNETT, Vicr-PRESIDENT,

ROSS SCOTT, SECRETARY,

duly .

(FORM A.)

(Application)

—

I
fellow of the Theosophical Society, initiated at .
on the of -~ 18 , do

hereby solicit admission into the Simla Eclectic Branch of
the Socicety.

In so doing I SOLEMNLY DECLARE UPON MY WORD OF,
moNoun, that I am actuated by a sincere and earnest
sympathy with the declaved objects of the Socicty.
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(FORM B)

(Special Obligation.)

I

an approved candidate for admission into the
Simla Eclectic Theosophical Society, do hereby renew in
regard to all matters connected with this branch the
solenm pledges which I gave on admission to the Parent
Socicty ; and, recognizing that my co-operation will
impede the work of the Socicty unless T take part in this
with sincere desires for my own moral improvement and
the gool of my fellow-creatures, I SOLEMNLY DECLARE
UPON MY WORD OF HONOUR, that in secking to join the
society I am actnated by these desires and that T will
heneetorth earnestly endeavour to make them the gniding
principles of my life.

Full name I
§ address. L ........................................
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THE BOMBAY THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The regular monthly Meeting of the Branch was held at
the Parent Socicty's Head-quarters at Breach Candy on
Sunday, the 11th September, at 3-30 . »., when an in-
teresting lecture was delivered by Dr. D. E, Dudley, the
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sanect being :—“The Science and Art of .Spmtq mnl
Ghosts.” 1t lasted for over an hour,

After some remarks by a few of the Members on cer-
tan points raised in the lecture, and after a vote of
thanks to the learned L(,ctmel the Mceting was adjourned.

THE KANDY THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

At the annual meeting, held at Kandy, September 7,

the following officers were  elected for the ensuing year i—
1"0.51(1('/:[ —C. W. Gooneratna Esq., Vice- President :

J. A, Siviwardana, lisq., Secretary : A. B. Silva, Esq,
Treasuver : A, M, Koswntte, Esq, Pandit : Lmbawa
Mudianse, Korale Malhiatmya.

Work is progressing on the. new building for the

Society’s Head-quarters and

School-room, despite the
opposition of the Christiaus,

wlho Lave cunmnnly coli-

trived to influence the Government Agent to meddle in-

an uffair that docs not concern him in the least.

The Society has begun work in dowuright  carnest,
The Ceylon Observer of September 2, says :— The
Theosophists are trying to make a stand in this mountain
capital.  Workmen are busy clearing the ground next
the English Chureh (St. Paul’s) for a banninadwwa (preach-
ing hall).”  Our friends will find out how wuch of a
“stand” we will make there whien Col. Oleott noves his
head-quarters to Kandy, and begins his canvas of the
Central Province,  Until now he  has wot even visited
Kandy this ycar,

THE GALLE THEOSOPIIICAT SOCIETY.

The Society’s High School for boys has been officially
inspected by the Iiducation Departinent. At a meeting
held on the 20th ultimo, a resolution was adopted to
change the Head-Master, and a Board of Examiners, with
Col. Oleott as Chairman, was nominated and requested to
examine candidates for the appointinent as to their pro-
ficiency in Lnglish, Mathematics, Sinhalese and General
Kuowledge.

EZF A CHARTER FOR THE FORMATION of a Branch of
the Theosophical Society at Rawalpindi  (Punjab) was
applied for by some of our Fellows  there, and forwarded
by order of the President and Council on September 27
to Rawalpindi,

OUR CEYLON WORK.

The rabid Christiansin Ceylon seem to have been rather
overdoing their game of detraction in the case of the
Theosophists.  The love of justice which the better class
of Englishmen claim to be ingrained in their national cha-
racter is asserting itself, if the following letter whieh the
Ceylon Tomnes 1)lllltb inits issue of 22ud Suptnml)c iy
be taken as an indication :—

FIAT JUSTITIA.

Sip,—If your evening contemporary will only keep on long
enough with its ill-uatured  diatribes against  the Theosophical
Colonel Olcott, and that gentleman has the good sense to stick to
his apparent policy of treating them with contenipluons silence,
it will end 1n his becowming one of the most popular wmen in the
Island.  When with the docuentary proofs before him that the
Colonel © connnenced life in his uative Christian country in the
noblest calling but one under Heaven, viz., as founder of, and teacher
in, an agriendtural college ; and after an honourable emreer of a
quarter of a century, during 4 years of which he patriotically scrved
Lis country, we find hinn in Asia, ete.” (wide Observer of the 20th
instant), the Ilditor resorts to sneers and innuendoes to injure his
standing among us, there can be but one result. What that s
T need not ancution to any one who knows how an  Eaglishinan
hates injustice ad values

FAIR PLAY. .
Saptember 21,

The article of the Ceylon Observer to which the Ttmes

correspondent alludes was a most cowardly attempt to
traduce a spotless, private character by innuendo. The
testimonials to Col. Oleott’s highly honourable record in
America provoked the bigoted editor’s spleen, and  led

him to such palpably mean and futile extremes as to win .
for his coveted victim the sympathy of this writer. The -
fact is that the Christian party are thoroughly alarmed
at the cffect alveady produced by our President upon the:
hitherto sluggish Buddhists of the Tsland.
ing in them so marked an interest in their religion
forbode disastrous times for the Protestant missionaries,

Garbled reports of discussions in - which he always gets |
worsted 5 absurd proposals to petition the Governor to

order him away ; silly stories of his certainty to be’

assassinated ; foolish questions put to Lim in the papers

by feather-brained fellows ; prohibitions by bishops,

priests and padiis to their laity to hear his lectures ; news-»
paper mticle nmimt him put into tract form and widely :

circul e at once the greatuess of his

success .nul the anxwl) of our enemics,

WHO ARE THE ARYAS AND TIIE BUDDHISTS.
( We find is the * Jowrnal of the Hinduw Sabha,” edited by
our liyhly-valued Brother and ally, M. B. Ry. A. Sankaria,.
B. L, President-Founder of the Sabla, the following lule9
throcing « valuable Lght wpontlie ancient initiation in Indi
and the question whowere the I'ndtiales. We are only sorry,.
the learned Iiditor has made the article sobrief, Thisisa
subject avorthy of being treated mest eluborately, and one
which tnterests imost decply stuwdents of ancient niysteries.)
“We have said that the Ilindus are divided into the Dwijas.

or the TInitated and the Shudras or the uninitiated.  Munu
calls all those not owing allegianeo to the Shrati aud the

Smriti- Mlecehas.  Theve is not & word in Manu of the Avyas
or the Buddliists s « people. The Avyas were antecedent
to his Legislative action, and the Bouddhas subsequent. The
aboda of the former  was commemorated by theiv Tlindu
descendants and subjects as Aryavartam. The Vedas or the
Sucred Literature of the Ilndus treat of the Avyas as a
people. Tt is absurd to say that any portion of & Vernaeular
language is held Suered by the people who speak it nnless
it is aseribe U to Superhuman werit. The Initiated held the
Transcendental nud Ceremonial parts of the Vyuasiyamn to bo
Sncred, and the uninitinted the Sunskrit limgnage itself as
Devabhisha or the langunge of the Gods. The country of
the gods is called by Manu  Brahmévartan, aund  of
the Rishis Balonarishidesam.  'The Avyas, the gods, and
the Rizhis, owned the Sanskrit  in conimon ; the . gods
were  fully  Ewancipated  Theosophists,* and - the  Iii-
shis, the semi-emancipated wmong (he Arvyas,  The gods
have Vedic prayers and femples, but the Rishis have not.
The Avyas and the 1indus wish to contemplate the pods
and to be eduecated by the Rishis.  1We hold the ancient land
of the Aryas with their gods and their Rishis to have been
the Himalayan station which is esen now Sacred to Hindu
Theosophists and where Theosophical merit v and learning
still flourishes and whence the Brahkmaeputra still jlows.t
The Buddhists are the followers of Gautama Buddha ( the
Wise who insisted upon Tuitiction being thrown open to all
who were qualified). Thisis a pecleetly veasonable proposition
in thie absteact, but the Dwijus and parcticularly the Bralimans
had  vestel interests  like the Covenanted Civil Serviee in
Tudia and argued the impracticabitity of the step on account
of the Alll‘luxlt) of testing the eandidates and of watching their
fullilment of the necessavy conditions of Initiation.  Verse 177
of Manu vequives ou the part of the candidate wuder Initiation
abstinence from wine and flesh for tostance.  The Shadras have
perfect hiberty abmost in this vezpeet. and how isa Shudra can-
ditate to be weaned from a dict to which he has been liereditavily
neenstomed 7 Buddha founded monasteries for Initiation and

preached the sacredness of life to the people at Lwge. : Ile
made  enemies of the Brahmans by dguoring  their vesfed

interests and Lieveditary position, and he made enemies of the

* Orthe highest wdepts To this day in ‘libet, the ¢ perfeet Lamas or
Boodhisatwas” wre called gods and Spivits —Las —BEi, Turos .

+ Wo italicize these lines as they have a divect reference to our first Sve-
tion, donbtud and ridicaled by blind scoflers —a reality nevertheleas Woecan
ouly repeat with Galileo his historical and immortal words @ £y se nctoes !
Othier seoffers and bigots as blind as onr madern skeptivs would hot allow
the earth o move, and yet it moved, moves and «d! move unto thy last
hour of the Pralaya —Lin. Titos,

IoAnd tho Brahmaputen fows from T'idbet. “Thero is no reasonabile doubi
thav the Tsampu of great ‘ibet and the Brahwaputea of the plains ave one
aml the sawme rviver” says Markham in his recent work — 4 Tihet” .
‘C(hraat 'PMibet cbraces the vegion Letween the Northern and Southern
chams of the Himalaya, the towns and prineipal moenasteries . ...ave chietly
in the valley of the Brahwmaputra,”--En. "T'ieoes, }

He is awaken--
asto’
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Shudras by persecuting the main body who could not nabstain
from flesh,.... Initiation requires also many other conditions
on the part of a canditate and the Initiator must be an Ackariar,
The Ilindu Sabha promotes amity nnd good-will amougst
the castes but does not nnd cannot abolish ecaste distinctions.
Just ns the Government of Indin have to foster the natural
nspirations of the natives as well ns to provide for the continu-
ance of British rule, so has the ITindu Sablia to conserve
the Brahmanical Theosophy and ritual as well as to elevate the
Shudea masses.  If this elevation is neglected, Independent
Tamburan Madoms and Buddhist missions will most nssuredly
gain ground with the intelligent Shudras, and Jesus or Maliomet
or Mnaterialism take possession of the illiternte.......Belween
Ortbodox Aryanism and IHeadlong Budddism the Hindu Sablin
takes its firm stand upholding where they are agreed and adjust-
ing where they differ.  We do not wish to provoke, to propitinte
or to alarm any section of the Hiudu community or of any
other nationnlity Dbut would unceasingly lubour to promoto
a good understanding amongst all.  The Sravana Paur-
nami is the great day of the Initiation for all sccts of Brahmans
in all parts of India, and tlie Rishi of the day is Sri Veda Vyusa.
If llindus are known as such by the observance of the Tonsure
and the Sradha, the Initiated are recognised by the further
observance of the Upakarmam on the day aforesnid.  We men-
tion this as an additional proof of our opinion that the Brahman
hasno merit as sneh which is not due to Initintion into Ilindu
Theosoply.

It has been pointed out that the Iuitintor or at lenst the
Original Tuitiator must be an Aekariar who is definedin A1V
140 of Manu as one who initintes & candidate into the Vedic
mysteries and teaches the concealed or esoteric meuning
besides the conventional. 'I'here arc four seats of Achariyns
ot present for the whole boly of Hindus—viz. those of Shanka-
ro, Ramanuja, Madhva and Vallabhia, but the occupants have
yet to display the concealed meaning ( « Rahasyam ) a know-
ledge of which is tested by the dlqp]ny of Superliuman powers.
Poor occupant of Vallabhu's seat has been sentenced by a
Criminal Court for participation in Theft ! and his coadjutors
have, we are afraid, not distinguished themsclves much except
by levying fecs from their followers. The priests of Jesus,
Mahomet and Gautama have nlso lost much of the spirit of true
Theosophy by making too much of the dead-letter and thie form.
All mankind is loeking forward then to the advent of genuino
Ackariars.  Tho Tounders of the Theosoplical Society
sny that they are iu communion with Yogis, the Iditor of the
Saddarshana Chintanike that his Yogi will reveal himself in
time, and the Hindu Sabhs exhorts every one to evoke tho
Yogi within himself .

Iditor's Note—And the Hindu Sabha is quite right, if,
by “ Yogi,” it means Afmq, the highest Spiritual Soul.
But the writer uses an incorrect expression when saying
that the Founders of the Theosophical Society claim com-
munion with logis ; Yogis can be but Hindus and in the
Fraternity—with which we claim to have some acquaint-
ance—the Hindnsare in a minority. Even these cannot
be strictly called  Yogis” since their modes of life, habits,
religions worship and form of Iunitiation differs cntirely
from those of the Hindn Yogis as known to the general
public. In one respect only are the adepts, we know, like
Yogis : namely, in their great purity of life, self-abnegation,
and the practice of Dhyan and Samadhi,

RESOLUTIONS OF THE “HINDU SABHA”

The objects and bye-laws of the Subla are all the foundation
requisite for the superstrueture of Ilindu Unity and Progress,
The journal, as an exposition of the objects, is not wanted
any more, but as a record of practical activities it will bo
resumed as roon as the Sabha is organised with a President,
Vice-Prosidents, Pandits, and places of meeting.

I request you will be kind enough to bring the oljects and
bye-laws of the Sabhin to the cousideration of your Ilindu
readors, and to impress upon them that Jyasa’s philosophy
nnd civilisation must be revived as they flourished hefore the
Buddhist schism and  the Achari perversion, Iudin  was
united under Vyasa in religious thought nnd sociul customs,
but his pupils and mtorpletels have sown discord in founding
their own importance.

THE HNINDU SABHA

The members "of the Sabha will endeavour their hest :—

1. To cite from tho Vyasyam or the teachings of Vyasa,
authorities for any doctrine or practice, which they may up-
liold, or against any which they meay opposc.

2. To give certificates of qualification and character to
learned priests.

3. To encourage the marringe of girls after puberty and
the re-marvisge of child-widows.

4. 'To promote unity and good-will mmongst the scets and
enstes of India.

Bye-laws of the Hindu Sabla.

I. The ordinary Members and Patrous of the Hindu Sabha
shall in future be reconumended by a Member or Patron
already ou the rolls.

1I. In any town whetc there are four members or more,
they shall be competent to appoint one of the members asa
Vice-President of the Sabha.

III.  An Bxecutive President for the Subha shall be clected
by the Blembers and Patrons.

IV. The President-Founder and the Txcutive President
glinll be competent at any time to eall a meeting of the Sabhn,
at whicl absent Members and Patrons may bo represented by
any present.

V. 'The certificated Pandit-priests of the Sabha shall havo
precedence of those not. so recognised as far as possible at
ceremonies in which the services of priests are required, and
shall be honoured as a consultative body when they atteud
the meetings of the Sabha.

VI. The Mcmbers and DPatrons will _co-operate so as to
eliminale dogmas, schisms, snd practices opposed to the conso-
lidation of the Hindu Nution und of the Sanskrit authoritics
lield saered by the nation as declared by a Rishi.

VII. Those who respeet the Tonsnve nud the Shraddha shall
be treated as Ilindus prima facie, and the Sabha will endea-
vour to defend them from charges which do not constitute
disloyalty to the Nation and the Rishis

"CURRLENT ILVENTS.
TO THE EDITOR oF THE THEOSOPHIST.

Saturday, the 23rd  July 1881, Shri~
Shrikrishna Parsanna Sen, Joint Seeretary « Arya Dharma
Parcharui Sabha,” Monghyr, and Editor of the Dharma-
parcharka, delivered a lon(r adidress on “ Dharma Sadhan”
m the premises of the Jamalpm Hary Sabha. The
lecture lasted for nearly two hours, awakening the drowsy
interest, and raising wonderfully the spirit of the learned
andience. The main object of the lecture was to re-iufuse
into the hearts of the young and so-called educated India,
that love for our ancient veligion believed in and professed
by the noble-minded and pure-hearted Aryas of the days
of old. The worthy Lecturer proved, scientifically and
philosophically, that tendeney towards religion and mys-
ticism was inherent in and at the bottom of every man’s
nature. He explained the various ways and means adopted
by the religionists to reinforce faith, aud did not hesitate
to throw lloht albeit in guarded hints, upon the abstruse
mysteries, and that oceult power and forces which rest in
Primal Matter and our Being—forces and powers ever
living and imperishable, that evolve and extend the visible,
material and illusive expanse, and recall each and all
things to their atomical and primary cause. In conclusion,
he satisfactorily proved that religion was the only refuge
for all beings, crushed by the allurements of the senses
and the worldly Maya. Madame, we never thought until
now, thal our ancient and long-neglected Aryan religion
would ever regain its former footing, or reappear before
the public in anything like a scleutific garb, lending
strength and power to its utterances.  And now, we hope
and feel confident that, owing to the indefatigable efforts
of our young champion, the Lecturer, and the untiring
zeal of the Association, of which he is the Sccretary, the
mists which veiled so long our religion from the eyes of
young India will soon be swcpt away.

This is an auspicious time, Madame, for the Aryan
religionists to recover lost ground and their power. The
Christian missionaries feel disappointed and disheartened
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and ready to abandon the field ; the Bralimos show signs
of weariness, and the Great Cause of the Aryan Religion
1s oceupying the minds, drawing serious attention, and fast
becoming the object of intelligent Indian advocacy. In
this connection, I must congratulate the Theosophical
Socicty, which has been lately established at DBombuy
whose work and efforts have aided in enlightening our
views upon our own Religion. May the blissful hand
of the Divine Power help on the advocates of the religion,
inculcated in the Aryan Shastras.  The dissemination
and exposition of Oriental religions will not only prove
profitable to modern India, but lllxt‘\\'lbc to every enquiring
mind the world over.

Monghyr, 14th August, 1881.
Yows faithfully,

RAGHU NANDAN
PRASAD SINGH.

Fditor's Note—To avoid misunderstanding and especially
“misrepresentations ” on the part of our opponents, we must re-
mark iu connection with the nbove letter that we “ advocate ™ no
mare the religion taught in the Aryan Shastras than we do
any other faith,  Our journal is absolutely wnsectarian and
cqually open to every sincere and hovest defender and advoceate
of Lis own faith—whatever the latter may be. We are devoted
admirers of the Fedas, holding it in veneration as the oldest, and,
as we believe, the wisest book of tho world, although its mystical
and allegorical language needs the interpretation of oune who
thoroughly understands its gpivit.  As wo do not feel com-
petent to decide which of the various and many interpreters is
the right one, we try to be impartial to all and let every seet
(with the exception of the ¢ Muharaja sect, ” of course, ) to ad-
voeate its own cause before the public.  The Founders of the
Fheosophical Society and Proprietors of this Journal are the
staunch allics and devoted friends of Swamijee Dayanand
Suruswali, the founder of the Arya Samaj, and author of the
Vedu Bhashya ; but thoagh the recognized supreme chief of a
number of our 'lheo:oplmts who belon<r to the Arya Samaj,
neither the President of the Parent Souety Col. 11. 8. Olcott,
nor yet its Corresponding Seeretary, Mme. II. P, Blavatsky, can
ever be his followers any more than those of any other Preacher,
.ns the Rules of our Society strictly forbid its FFounders and the
Presidents of its many DBranches to advocate cither in our
journal, or at mixed and general meetings, any one religion in
preference to any other. We are all upon neutral ground, and
even our own personal religious leanings or preferences have
nothing to do and must not interfere with the geuneral work.
We preach and advocate an incessant and untiring seareh  for
TrUTH, and are cver ready to receive and aceept it from what-
ever quarter.  We are all enquirers and never offered ourselves
ns teachers, except in so far as to teach mutual tolerance,
kinduness and reciprocal enlightenment and a firm  resistance to
bigotry nnd arrogant conceit whether in RELIGION o SCLENCE.

In the August number of the THROSOPHIST there ap-
peared a short paragraph announcing the death of Pandit
Slhraddha Ram of Jallunder, PunJab Scveral friends and
Theosophists of Lahore, among others, writing to the
Head-quarters to express their deep regret, asked the
Editor to devote to the death of the late Pandit a few
lines of notice. As the President Founder and the Bditor
had known the deceased gentleman persvnally, during
their stay at Lahore, where, it appears, he was wuch
beloved by all the orthodox Hindus, their just desire was
complied with, and the short obituary appeared, It was a
small courtesy to show to one who had been a warm de-
fender and preacher of his views during life, a sincere and
fearless champion of what was to hin saered truth—
Hinduor Brahmauical religion.  Yet it was found fault
with and strongly upbraided and criticized by the last per-
son we would have ever thought of, in such a connection
—A Theosophist and an Arya-Samajist 1! On 9’est jamais
trali que par les siens becomes truer than ever. We
leave to the impartial reader to judge and decide which,
the Editor or the * Critic,” is “ bringing discredit” upon
himself. The criticism appeared in the 7'ribune of Lahore,
August 13, and we now give it to our readers as it
stands ;(—

««THE THEOSOPHIST’ AND PANDIT
SARDHA RAM.
“To tHE EbpITOR 0F ¢ THE TRIBUNE.

“Sir,—It is curious to sce in the THEOSOPHIST for August
1881 (page 245) that Pundit Sardha Ram, deceased, is
trumpeted to Lave been a leader of Hindu religion and to
have disseminated his opinions so boldly and cloquently
that neither Brahmo nor Arya Samajists cver ventured
to cross him.

“Thisis anything but true, and the Editor of that jour-
nal is greatly nnsmionne(l, aund no doubt brings diseredit
upon hersclf by giving publicity to such trash and utterly
incorrect information in the editorial columns of her paper,
for every body who knew Pundit Sardha Ram knows full
well that hie was innocent of having ever engaged himself
in discussion with an Arya Samajist, though challenged to
do so many a time by them,

“Indeed, he organized a society giving it the name of
Hari-Gyan-Sabla, which is composed of a dozen of persons
overwise for the present age, who arc disinterestedly de-
voted to the sceret cause of idolatry and superstition,
which the Arya Samaj rnthlessly attempts to sweep away
by its sacrilegeous act of disseminating Vedie knowledge
thirough the length and breadth of the country.

“True the Pundit was a leader of the Hindu reli-
gion, but only so far as the members of IHuri-Gyan-Sabha
are concerned ; for without the pale of that Sablia no one
ever thought him guilty of deep Saunskrit learnings and
itis an acknowledged fact that Le was not encumbered
with Vedie knowledge in the least,

“ As regards the Brahmios it would be unjust to omit
to state here that once the deceased held a discussion
with Babu Nobin Chander Roy and suffered the game
to be won by the Babu as is apparent from a pamplllct
in which that discussion has been published. We would
fain lLiave refrained from criticisin upon a dead man, but
truth compels us to disabuse the public of a wrong notion
wlich a note 1n the THEOSOPHIST from the pen of its Editor
is calculated to create, and I, therefore, beg to request
you, Mr. Editor, to insert these few lines i the next
1ssue of your paper and oblige,

“Yours &c.,
“A THEOSOPHIST AND
“ARYA SAMAJIST.”
“ Auy. 11, 1881,

AND ARYA SAMAJIST,
To THE, EpiToR oF “ THE TRIBUNE.

Dear Sir,—A lctter published inyour issuc of August
14th and signed “ A Theosophist and Alya Samajist” has
unfmtmmtdy—fm its wntu—appemed i your columns
and demands a prompt reply.  Had it been signed by any
other nom de plume I would never think of answering it,

Tuk THEOSOPHIST

still less giving my reasons for publishing any-
thing I clioose in the journal conducted by me. As the

matter stands, however, and the writer having publicly
accused “ the Editor of that journal” (the THEOSOPRIST) of
being “greatly misinformned,” and bringing “ discredit upon
Lersclf by giving publicity to such a trash” (sic)—uviz,
by mseltuma few lines to express regret at the sudden

death of Pandit Shradda Ram (Hh—I, the undersigned, the
Editor of the THEOSOPHIST, and one of the Founders of
the Society to which the writer himself belongs, will now,
with your permission, answer his very ﬂlppant untluthful
and, I regret to say,—since he is a tllCOSOI)hlbt-—tld.llS*
pnently bl)lt(.flll remarks. ’

(1) T could not be “ greatly misinformed” since 1y in-
formation was derived (a) from a personal, though a very
short acquaintance with the defunct, at Lahore ; (3) from
several trustworthy and impartial informants, such as a
Ligh English official, & Christian clergyman, and scveral
respectable  natives  from  that  same city ; and
finally (¢) from two members of our Society—one of whom
is a greatly esteemed and very learned native of Lahore, a
valued friend of ours and—a “theosophist of good standing.”
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(2) No Lditor can possibly “ bring discredit”. upon
hinmself (unless our eritic and Brother (2) hasyet to learn
the real value of English words)— merely for his speaking
in a spirtt of ](mdncss of a definet person, were the ]d“(_l
the greatest reprobate, which, even the detractors of the
late Pandit, wonld never dare to say of him.  Demorfuis
nil nisi bonum is the motto of cvery honest man,  On
the other haund, o Theosophist’—the more so ilin addi-
tion 1o being a Fellow of a Society, based upon the
wisest ]nmcmlos of mutual tolerance and universal philan-
thropy, one, in short, striving to deserve the name of o
practieal Brotherhood of 1honanily, hic is a member of the
Arya Samaj, a body known as opposing and being  op-
posed by every orthodex Thindu—does « bring  discredit”
and not only upon himsclf, but upon the Seciety he
belongs to, by showing such a spirit of personal spite,
narrow-niindedness :ln(l uncharitableness, as exhibited m
his criticism in the Tribune.  « 1t is far less o sin to speak
kindly of and forgive ten sinmers deserving punishment,
than to slander or punish one who is innoeent” is an old
saying, cspecially—we may add—when the vietin is dead
and cannot, defeud himself.

(3)  Itisnot true that Pandit Shraddha Ram “ wasinno-
cent of any discussion with an Arya Samajist” as 1T happen
to Jnmow  to  the contrary ; nor, that his  « Hari-
Gyana Mandir” (or Hari-Gyan Sabha, as the writer calls
it) is ¢omposed but of “ a dozen of persons ;” nor yet that
in his polemics with Bdbu Nobin Chunder Roy “lic suf-
fered the game to be won” by that Brahmo (rvntlcman as
fhe Pandit was away, we arc {old, when his Bengali op-
poneut had his last say, and that since then he 1»111)]1#10(1
the Dharma Rulhshe in which he contradicted every word
pronounced by his opponent.  All Lis insinuations arve
exaggerated and greatly misrepresented.  The late Pandit
may ll'w been little “ guilty of Ie('p Sanskrit learning”
for'all I can vouch for, but that is no rcason why he
should not be honoured after his death as a good and
generally respected man. The whole letter under notice,
breathing with that spiteful and bigoted spirit of lmltlS'lll-
ship which precludes the possibil 1t) on the part of its
writer to show himself faiv and impartial—his object falls
short of its mark and his  vilifications harm but their
author,

While one “Theosophist” writes a guasi-libellons Ietter,
and throws mud upon the memory of one, whose only
crime scems to have been to oppose the ’u,nchmgs of the
Arya Sanajists which Lie honestly, i erroncously, believed
heretieal—another Theosophist whom we personally know,
as a most trustworthy and impartial witiness, wrote to

Colonel Oleott from Lalwore, at the date of July 18, 1881,
the following :—

“ 1t is with deep regret that T inform you of the sudden

sath of Pandit Shraddla Ram of Phillour, in the District
ot Jullander in the Punjab —who visited you at Lahore.
He was the only preacher of orthodox Hinduism, who
travelled far and wide on behalf of his religion at his
own expenses, and spoke so cloquently and with such
a furce of argument that neither missionaries, Moulvies,
nor Bralimos, erer daved to encounter him...(This iuforn-
ant, independently of informant nwnber one, whose
paragraph we published, gives the very same testimony
as to what our critic contr LdlCtQ) He was o great oator,
and his argumentative powers were very remarkable
indeed.  In"addition to his knowledge of Sanshrit he was
\\cll versed in Persian, knew medicine and knew the

Nuasht Patrila, a branch of astrology, to almost a mira-
(,ulons perfection.  He also knew music, was a good poet,
and an admirable writer in Hindi. Religions ll) nns of
his composition are much appreciated and sung in the
Punjab.  His pleasing manners and marvellous “abilities
sccured for him the friendship of many good-natured
Christian missionaries and of several European officials of
high position... s lossis not only sev crely felt by all the
orthodox Hindus, but s deeply regretied  and ~z:zcm¢1J
Iumcnhtl by all his Arya-Samaj  and  Brakmo-Swimaj

riends.” :
The italics are mine, Whom are we to believe ? Evi-
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dently Theosophist No. 2. had not met “ A 'l'heosophist"
No. I, otherwise the—to put it very wildly—indiscrect
remarks in lis Jetter would have never appeared per-
chance, in the Tribune.  T'o conclude :—

As the Editor of the Tnrosoriist, I now publicly declare
that heing no sectavian, following no onc’s lead, and  fecl-
ing the lnnlnnmlmt contempt fm nartow-minded bigotry
under whatever form, the columng of our ]nunml—qo long
as L edit it—will never be closed azainst any writer, only
Leeanse ie happens to difler with e on religious or phi-
losophical opinions.  Holding Gautama B u(l(llm bigher in
my veneration than any otlwl religious teacher tlr(, world
over, Toyet publicly, - and 1mt\\1thst(mrlm<v Buddhist oppo-
sition to the Llindu Seriptnres—yprofess a pm!ound admira-
tion for the Vedas and the edanta teaching, simply because
I claim an undeniable right of thinking for mysclf, untram-
melled by any divine or human  teacher or  teach-
ing.  And were I to receive, at any day, a well-written
article directed cither against our Socicty, the Duddbist
Savicur, or myselt personally, 1 would surely publish it in
the same gpirit of tolerance and impartiality, and with the
sine readiness as T would give room to one against a
declared enemy of ours.  Awd, as the Corres pomhn(r
Sceretary of the P(uent or Central T licosophiceal Society, I
am compelled to warn “ A Theosophist and Arya Samajist,”
Let hinn avoid in future giving vent to sucll feelings as
expressed by hint in the 'quun(' ag they are as (lmcmdlt—
able to himself, as they are luath%mn(, to the Socicty
which honoured him by adimitting him to the number of
its Fellows.  Unless e Leeds this friendly advice our
General Council might some day 1ntelfclc, and he would
suddenly find Iumsclf(,ml])(ll(,(l to sign his future de-
nunciations but as “ An Arya hnnm]mt

Fraternally yours,
H. P. BLAVATSKY,

Simla, August 24, 1851,

——————

THI LATE PANDIT SHRADDHA RAMA.
To 1T Eprror oF THE THEOSOPHIST.
MApAME—At an occasion like the present when some
narrorc-minded enemies of the late Pandit  Shraddhi
Rima have left no stone unturned to throw mwd upon
his respected memory, I hope it will not Le out of place
to send you, for oun(‘ml information, the following extract
from aletter ofc:)mlulcnco that Iis Honor the l;l(,lltCll’Lllt-
Governor of the Punjab, being aware of the sad accident,
wrote to his widow, through his Private Secret etary 1—
Paxprr Gort Naty,
Editor, Mittra Vilasa.

Lalore, 20th September, 1881,

“ Barxus Counr,
“Bimla Isth July, 1881,
“Manaw,
“1 am desived to.........express the deep und sincere
1'cg1d; which Tl Honov the Lieutenaut feels at the death of Pandit
Hardha Ram, whom he had known for some yvears and whom he
csteuned for his good sense, learning and enlightenment ... vu.veevrens
“ 1 am, Madam,
“ Yours obediently,
“Lotis W. Daxw,
“ Private Seccretary.”

LAMORE THEOSOPHICATL SOCIETY,
To riE RuCORDING SECRETARY, PARENT
THEOSOPITICAL SOCTETY,

We regret to have to report to you the
untimely (lcnth of our ecsteemed Brother John
Thomas, an energetic member of the Laliore
llleosopluml Socwty

He fell a vietim to cholera on the S1st August
last. He is greatly lamented by all the Fellows
hiere.  1le was o very aniable young man,

Yours fraternally,
RUTTUN CHUND BAl Y,
for Sceretary.
13th September, 1881.




