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TIIE WORK OF TIII THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETIES.
THE PRESIDENT-FOUNDER AT CEYLON.

“ Garne, 27th, April.—Colonel Oleott and Professor Bruce
landed last evening from the P. & O. steamer ¢ Khiva’ which
arrived from Bombay, The jetty was crowded with a large
number of natives, and sbout one hundred scliwol boys from the
Theozophical school at Magnlla. White eloth was spread from
the jetty to the enrriage. The Colonel and his ecompanion were
driven in a waggon to Magalla, where a house had been  pre-
pared for theiv reception. It is supposed that Professor Bruce
lias come to inspect the Theosophical schools.”-~The Ceylon
Observer, April 28, 1881,

Eatvacts from the President’s letters to the Bombay
’ Head-quarters.

GALLE, 28th April 1861.—......“ Same cordial welcome
as before.  Landing-place crowded, white cloths laid down
for us to walk upon, some three hundred boyst of our
schools wearing rosettes, in a procession to meet us,
Lodged most comfortably in the upper floor of Mr. Simon
Perera, F.I.S’s bungalow by the sca-shore, where last
year the convention of the Buddhist priests, was held
The very first thing I got by post was—a Christian tract !
So that put the mateh to the train, and Mr. Bruce com-
posed an anti-Christian tract.—“ Why I am not a Christ-
jan”......Tt is to be sold for a penny or two for the bene-
fit of the education fund,

My general plan of work I have sketched out. T mean
to raise as much for that fund as possible. I have ealled
n council of a tew of our Dbest men to perfect all the de-
tails, and I shall then begin at the extrome south—
Matara and Tangalle—and visit every distriet in the whole
Island—probably in company of the Rev. Megattiwatte of
Colombo, and Rev. Smmanatissa of Galle, and Mr. Bruce.

Yesterday we examined our school. Tt was most inter-
esting. Mottoes of weleome on the walls ; our double
triangle, in red, everywhere ;a verse of welcome in challk
on cach of a half-dozen black boards ; the boys all stand-
ing at attention ; outside the building a great sign “ The
Theosophical Buddhist School” in English and Singhalese,
—1 tell you it warmed the very fibres of my leart to sce
these signs of owr having done some real, substantial good
to the “ wretched heathen.”

Thursday, May 12, Colombo :—“ T lectured at the
College last evening to an audience of about five hundred.
All day the rain had descended in torrents, and the light-
ning and thunder had been terrifie. T expected nobody, but
the rain ceased at about 4, and when I began my speech
at 6, the above number had assembled. I had in my hand
a paper on which the High Priest, the Rev. Sumangala
had entered all the lies about the Theosophical Society,
I was to refute, and T went at it strong. I defied every-
body, Christian or otherwise, that had anything to say
either about the Theosophical Society or oursclves, to

* At the desire of many of our Fellows, wo hLavo of late begun to add a
Supplement to each of our Numbers to keep our Branches and members
jnformed monthly of our work and the prozgress of onr Society. Wo tako
this opportunity to request all our Branch Socicties (those who desiro to
remain unknown, Leing, of course, excluded) to send us oceasionally such
information regarding the work ef their respective Branches as may be
eonsidered desirable for pmblication,

+ We have about 600 boys, now in our Ceylon Schonls,

come on the platform like men and say it to my face.
I was standing there for the very purpose of answering
charges, &e.  But although I had received a warning and
threatening letter from a Christian that day, not a sowl
dared open his mouth.® |....oooiiviiiiinn.i.
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At Colombo as at Galle, some members of our Societies ag
Messrs, Andrew  Perera, De  Silva, Abrew and a half
dozen more arc indefatigable. Things are very en-
couraging.  The journal of the Colombo Society supports
itsclf and defends us and onr common cause every week.
There is a very comfortable liead-quarter with a lecture-
hall, reception-room, sleeping-rooms, kitchen, bath, etc.
In short, the Socicty isalive and doing what it can, thanks
to its devoted and energetic President—Mr, A. Pevera.”

Theso letters are corroborated by the following extracts
from the Ceylon T'imes :—

D R R sessense

Porutar Epucation ror Tie NartiveEs.—The presence
once more in Ceylon of Colonel Oleolt, this time accompanied
by a Mr. Bruce, a Scoteh  Educationist, is explained by his
intention to establish schoals amongst the people of the country
who hy their religious feelings are prevented attending the
schools of Missionary Societies. Tt is intended in short to work
on ground hitherto unoecupicd, and to impart instruction of an
clementary yet thoroughly practical character. In orvder to
provide the funds neecessary for this purpose, Colonel Oleott
proposes to deliver n course of lectares, admission to which
shall be by tickets to be sold atan almost nominal priee. The
first of these will be given on Friday next at the Kelani Temple,
the day of the annnal festival, and another will be delivered at
the College at Maligakande. In connection with this eduea-
tional work a series of elementary school-books will e printed
in the vernacular, anld in Euglisly, and this alone, if carefully
carried out, will prove a great boon to the people, especially if
popular practical knowledge s dealt with in the series. Mr,
Bruce who has just veturned from a tour through China, Japan,
and portions of India, intends to remain some time in Ceylon
in order to be present at the initiation of the scheme, the funds
towards which will La vested entirely in the hands of Singlialese
Trustees, three in cach pravinece, and these Trustees will ses to
the proper distribution of the mouies for the cducationnl work
of their own provinee.”— Times, May 11.

“ Vigws ANp Praxs or Tne Tueosormsrs.—On the
11th instant, about 7 p. nr, o leeture was delivered to a large
audienee, by Col. T, S. Oleott, at the Widdyodaya College.
The ITigh Priest Sumangala presided. The object of the
lecture was to notice and answer slanders circalated by the on-
ponents of the Theosophical Society. TIe announced that he
had come again to proceed with ths work where it was dropped
last time. DBut belore touching upon that question, he said
that it was necessary to answer a series of questions that his
friends had deafted, in veference to various false rumours that
had been set afloat by those who had not had the cournge to
come forward when he wag last in Ceylon, but had used the
safe cover of the local papers when he was hundreds of miles
away. As Buddha zays “ There never was, there is not, nor
will there ever be in this world a man of total repute or dis-

* And tho Missionary ovgans, like the ZLuckuow Witness and others,
denotinee us yet for our lack of sympathy for the pafris and Christian
converts | For six years we have to fight step by step, falschoods, slanders
and vilification invented with thoe sole object of making the publie
lose every confidence inthe Theosophical Socicty. And all that in the name
of the Bille, which conmmands.—‘“ Thou shalt not bear false witness,” and
in that of Christ, of Him who, represented as the wmeckest and the most
forgiving of all men, is said to have died for humanity to save the world
from sin | Vorily more crimes are perpetrated, and felse cvidence daily
givon in the name of the “ meck Nazarene” by his followers, than there ever
was among those Jews and heathen ho ealled—u ** goneratioon of vipors |
Can 'I'RUTH over need such weapons {—ED, 'I'HE0S,
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repute,” and he, the speaker, was well aware that in undertaking
such o task as this he would not eseape abuse.  With the motive
of organising societies to promote the idea of Universal Brother-
hood, and among other things to propagate Buddhism, he said
he had left his native land, his relatives and friends, and had
given up the practice of law which yielded him an incomne of
£200 per mensem ; and  for this sacved cause of Universal
Brotherhood he isready to sacrifice all his power, and even lis
life in casxe that shoull be necessary., It was also asked
whether the parent socicty is Buddhistic or not, The reply
was yes and no. As the two founders of the socicty are Buddhists,
and the pure motive of the society is to promote Universal
Brotherhood, and among other things to promulgate Buddhism,
the lecturer said that the pavent society may be said to be
Buddhist.*  But as it is also composed of Zoroastriaus, 1lindus,
Jews, Mahomedang, Christians, Free-thinkers, Atheists &c., he
said the Society isin that sense un-Buddhistic. 1lence the
object of enlisting Buddhists in the Society, was to organisc
purely as Buddhists, to promote the best interests of their own
religion.  Ie had been asked the reason why the mouney rea-
lised from initintion fees had not been left behind them in Ceylon
lust year when the Theosophical party returned to Bombay.
Socicties are supposed to be supported by their income, and
income is derived from initiation fees, dues, &e. 7 So far from
any one muking a profit out of the fees of the DBuddhists ov
any other class of members, he, the speaker, and his good
colleague  Madame Blavatsky, had given ont of their own
private resources towards the Society’s support, since lst
December, 1878, ¢ no less than Rs. 20,000, besides all theiv
time and Iabour.”  'I'he speaker exhibited in proof the audited
account of the Treasurer of the Theosophical Society.  With
regard to the symbol of the double triangle, he said the first
trinngle in a Buddhist sense represents Matter, Law, their
products, the second Ignorance cleaving to cxisting objects,
and merit and demerit—also the word “ Om” is a sacred word
among the Chaldeans, Ilindus, Jains, that represented the
formless principle in Natuve.  Tn Tibet, the sacred words ave
“ Om mane Padmelom.” O the jewel in the lotus (i e, the
self-crentive force in the Kosmos), That is cternal Law
resides in mattery and causes it to take on its various forms.
But * Om” iz really a word of the deepest mystical import, nnd
its meaning is known only to those high proficients in** oceult”
science, called by the Buddhists, Arhats, and by others Ly
other nmmes.  With many quotations from  scveral Sutras,
and examples drawn from Buddha’s life, the lecturer dwelt
Jargely upon caste prejudices, and showed to the Buddhists
liow antagonistic its exercise is to the teachings of Buddha, and
also showed thein that schools for edueating Buddhist children
ave cssentinlly vequived.  1f the Buddhists neglect this, this-
very College, and  the Pansalag and Dharmasalas in Ceylon,
would in process of time become places of Chiristian worship,
e added that the Buddhist Brancl of the Theosophical Society
is going Lo raise funds for establishing Buddhist schools, and
when the money is colleeted it will be deposited in Banks wu-
der the supervision of respectable trustces. The trustees already
appeinted for the Southern Province, he said, are Edmund
Guneratna Mudlyar and Mr. Simon  Perern.  Speaking at
length of the work done by the Society during the Jast year,
and promising to speak before them again on this subject at
Keluni on the full-moon day, and at Moratua on Suuday vext,
the lecture was brought to a close at 9 p. m.  After a vote of
thanks to the lecturer by the Rev. 1I. Devamiila, the large
crowd digpersed.”—Ibid, May 16.

Lvucarion ror rtni MinnioN.—On Sunday, the 22ud
instant, al 3 pany o lecture for raising funds for establishing
Buddhist schools, was delivered by Col. Oleott at the Rev,

* PThe Reporter must have misanderstood onr DPrevident,  T'he Parent
Society cannof be xaid to be Buddhist” sinee («) it is move nusectarion
than any of its branches, aml(h) its numerous body being composed of
members who professing the most-widely separated crecds--many of thein
are liberal Christians, Mahomedans, Hindus, Parsces, &e.—while others and
the greater number are materialists and spiritualists The ¢ Uarent Society”
is not composed only of the two Founders (now in India) and the Record.
ing Secretary, thesc three alone heing openly  Burkdbists, but of other
original Founders who are scattered about Ameriea and Europe, and of mem-
bers, half a dozen or so of whom also profess that faith and *¢ take vefugein
Buddha.” But even tho fact of the two Founders being Theldhists does not
make them respect any the less for it the Vedas and especially the Vidanta,
After as much study as we could give toit, wo came to tho firm conviction
that Vedantism and Buddbism were two synonymous, necarly identienl
philesophics, in spivit, if not in practice and interpretation. The Vedanta
system i3 but transcendental or so to say spiritualized Buddhism, while tho
Jatter i4 rational ov even radice! Yedantisni, DBetween the tweo stauds
Sankys philosophy,

Sulhutie’s Temple ai Wellawatta, and the Rev. M. Gunananda
presided on the occasion.  The lecture was well interpreted by
Mvr. Proctor Goonegckara of Galle.,”  (Ceylon Times May, 24.)

News coming from Australia, which are sure to please
our Buddhist Brethren in Ceylon, speak also of the work
of the Theosophists in that fair Island.  In the Tarbinger
of Light cdited at Melbourne, by our estcemed friend
and Brother W, H. Terry, Esq., member of our General
Council, and the representative of the Theosophical Society
in the Australian Colonies, we find the following :—

“ By the last Suez mail we are in receipt of a photograph
of the Theosophical Society’s Buddhist School at Point de
Galle, where a reform in the right divection was initiated and
is now in active operation, viz,, the Redemption from blind
Clivistinanity to rational Buddhism of the Singhalese ‘vising
generntion”  On account of European influence in Ceylon the
religious teaching of the youth in the principal cities had,
until recently, been almost monopolised by the Missionaries
of the Catholic and Protestant Christian Churches, but since
the revival of DBuddhism, occasioued by the visit of the Theo-
gophical embassy last year, three schiools have been started in
connexion with the Society’s branches in Ceylon, the ¢ Galle’
one alone numbering about 300 scholars,

“ Buddhism is a pure Theism*  combined with the highest
morality, a religion caleulated to expand the higher faculties
of the mind, and exempt from the soul-binding dogmas witl
which the Christinn system is weighted.

“The picture contains portraits of about 250 of the seliolars,
of good physique and having fine intelligent faces, it may be
seen at the office of this paper.  Annexed is the letter from
our friend and brother, D. K. Mavalankar, IB¢q., which accom-
panied it.”

THE ITNINDU SADITA.
INaAUGURATED AD. 1880.—KaArnt Lra 4882,
Affiliated to
THE TIHEQOSOPIIICAL SOCIETY, BOMBAY.

The wembers of the Sabha will endeavovr their best :—

1. To cite irom the Vyasiyam or the teachings of Vyasa,
authorities for any doctrine ov practice, which they may uphold,
or ngainst any which they may oppose.

2. To give certifieates of qualification and character to
Jearned priests.

3. To cucourage the murringe of girls after puberty and the
re-marriage of child-widows,

4. To promote unity and good-will amongst the sccts and
castes of Indin.

Subscription by Members to the monilly Journal and Vyasi-
yam, per annum, R 5.

Subscribers of Rs. 7 or more who arc uot Members will Lo
called Parnions,

Ilindu Subscribers who endeavour to promote the objeets of
the Sabha are Members, aud those who simply take some
interest in it are Putrons,

The Vyasiyam will be issued as a Supplement and separately
paged.—dJournal of the Hindn Subha.

The President of the Iindu Scbha, our worthy and
active Brothier M R Ry. A. Saukariah, B.A., Mewber of
our General Council has the following appeal in his
journal:—T'he Hindu Sabha is an Assoeiation of educated
Hiudus co-operating for certain specitied objects, aund the
Journal and Vyasiyam are issued only to Members and
Patrons in order to securc a common understanding.  The
quality of this medium of communieation can be improved
at present by their contributing articles and funds.......
The Members and Patrons should always remember that
their subscriptions are given in furtherance of the objects
of the Association and not of a literary speculation.”

* Our csteemed friend is mistaken. Buddhism is no “Theism” since
Buddhists do not believe in a ¢“ personal god,” and reject altogether Rere-
lution, 'hey ¢ take refuge in Buddha ™ aud call him “Saviour ” not beeauso
they regard him as a go but, on account of the * Enlightened Teacher ”
having saved humauity from the great davkness of superstition, from blind
faith in the teachings of fallible nien and Lelief in their authorvity  Siddae-
tha Buddha ¢ a saviour indeed, for, taking us by tho hand he wasg thoe first
to show us the way to truo salcation— deliverance from the miseries of livman
lif¢ 3 futuro everlasting misery aud cternal bliss depeuding but upon our

gwn personal merits. 11¢ we vur own Surionrs.—Ln, THLOS, .
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. Further he says : —

“ Whether Orthodox or educated, the Iindus have been o
nation of ‘Iheosophists belicving in Soul, God, Yog, Vedantism, .
Incauntations and ceremonies, and seeking wisdom in the ways
of the spirit.  The Theosophical Socicty to which the Iindu
Sabha is affiliated exists to study ond support the causc of
Iindu  philosophy, religion and science, and bring them
liome {o all other creeds and races. What is there ¢ omi-
nous” in the allinnce 7 A member of our Sabha is not
pledged to any secreey as such, But in the Om stage
neither a llinda Yogee nor the Theosephical Society will
admit a person to IFel owship except under oaths and tests for
the following reason whiclt obtains also with a kindred sect
called Masonic lodges :—that experiments and trials in respect
of the Llighest knowledge or true Religion are ofien of tremen-
dous efliciey for good or evil and that the practising initiate
and even adept should be protected from being disturbed by the
vulgar and the civil authorities. When the Knowledge is
gpread and recoguised, and the men of Jutrinsic power become
also the officers of IHuman Law, then all veil wili be thrown
aside.  Let us liasten the advent of the day of the ascendancy of
man’s genuiue worth and god’s glorious reign—or move strictly
speaking of the recognition of that ascendancy which alwaysis
and must be,  Valmiki Rishi says that Indrajit was killed aiter
he had been prevented from completing the Nikwumbala yogam
n species of samadhi yog.  And our Ilindu readers will call to
mind other accounts to support the necessity for pledges and
gecreey in the pursuit of  the Transcendental Vyasiyam or
Theosophy ....vuue,

It is fenvful to contemplate the hypocrisy or inconsisteucy of
many a Ilindu who performing the Tovsure, the sradla, the
Muarringe aud  IFuncral ceremonics &e. &e., yet do nof care to
know why and on what authority they perform them | We
have told them that Tousure is equivalent to swearing allegiance
16 the mnation ;that the sradha is swearing alleginnee  to tho
Rishis or adept theosophists of the nation whose works whether
the Vedas, the Mimamsa, the Smritis, the DPuranas or Itihnsas
may be ealled the Vyasiyam in honor of Sri Veda Vyasa ; that
ceremonies and prayers esoferically observed invoke the various
powers in the universe ; that our definition of Ilindu is ona
who respects the Rishis of India and loves the nation devoted
to them ; that open definnce of the Vyasiyam is forfeiture of
caste or separation froin the national communion ; and that
every eduented llindu should acquire as much proficiency as is
possible for him in the Vyasiyam and assist or seck nssiztance
from others.  Yet still after the publication of cight numbers
of the Journal we have to confront the anomaly of Ilindus
wishing to know what is the Vyasiyan and who is a Hinda,
We request every one who has received a copy of the Journal
to read it or lend it to as many indus as possible and sct those
yuestions at rest forever, for we shall not notice them hereafter
in the pnges of the Journal but treat them as the axioms and
postulates of the Ilindun nation.”

Lditor’s Note.—Our esteemed Brother scems to wonder that
“ afler the publication of cight numbers of the jowrnul” he,
the Editor, has ““ 1o confront the anomaly of Iliudus wishing
to know what is the Vyasiyam and who is a Hindu.”  Ilis sur-
prize may cool, perhaps, when we have told him, that after siv
years of the Theosophical Socicty’s existence, and after the pub-
lieation of tienty-one numbers of the Throsormst journal, full
of the objecets and aims of its Society, we encounter nearly daily
the * anomaly” of its Members and Lellows wishing to know
“ what is Theosophy ”and “ who or what is & Theosophist I”
Some of them, we find, laboured under the extraordinary im-
pression that no cooner were they initiated than they would
find themsclves able to cross the Ilimalayas astride on a cloud,
converse with the * UNkNowaBLe” face to fuce, or—sceuro at
once au appointment for High Court Judgeship !..,

COLOMBO THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
Items for June.

CEYLON NATIONAL FUND FORTHE PROMOTION OF EDUCA-
tion.— On the 5th June, Rev, Megittuwatte and Coloucel
Oleott, accompanied by o delegatione from the Colombo
"Theosophical Soctety, lectured at Negowbo on the subject
of promoting edueation among the Buddhists, which, 1t is
now scen, is indispensable if we are to uphold Buddhism
and vestore it to 1ts ancient lustre, The lectures had «
signal cffect on the Buddhists of this town, Their
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enthiisiasin - and  patrictic feclings were  so arpused
that they at once subscribed Rs. 2,000, and a portion of
this amount was colleeted on the spot.  To meet with
such liberality in Negombo which has long been a strong-
hold of Catholicisim, is a plain indication of the success
for the noble movenieunt in question.

MB., SIMON DE SILVA SENAVIRATNE, VICE-PRESIDENT OF
the Colombo Theosophical Sociely, was-on the 9th Juue, in-
vested by Governmient with the titular rank of “ Mohan-
diram,” 1 recognition of his literary qualificatious, and
able services rendered in the capacity of Interpreter in
the Colombo Muunicipal Court. )

Ilis fellow niembers, in company with Colonel Oleott,
paid a visit to his house on the occasion, and presented
him a silver watch and a gold chain.  An address, in
acknowledging his unselfish co-operation in the interest of
the Socicty, was delivered.

ON THI 12TH JUNE A COMMITTEE OF  THE COLOMBO
Theosophical party, numbering about thirty members,
went with Colonel Oleott to Kotte for a lecture about the
National Fund., They were cordially reccived and hospi-
tably entertained by Mr. S. I Perera, Vice—Presidcnt of,
the Socicty. The lecture was delivered by Colonel
Olcott at the Kotte Buddhist Temple, situated within
about half & mile from the Kotte Mission House, The
collection amounted to Rs. 350, and the vernacular school
there which had Dbeen established by Mr. Perera, six
months ago at his own expense, was given in charge to
the Society, It is indeed gratifying to say that he has
taken great interest in the cause, and we cannot but ex-
press our warmest thanks for his liberality and generous
feelings for the well-being of hLis  countrymen, The
school contains eighty boy pupils ; all formerly attendants
at the Mission School, where they are being perverted
from Buddhism by Christian teaching.”

W, I, W EVESERARA,
Secrelary, Colombo Theosoplical Society.

KANDY THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The Kandy Branch has leased a beautifully situate plot
of ground in the town, from the Natha Dewalé with the
inteution of crecting' a suitable hall thercupon for the
Society’s use when the necessary funds shall be collected.
Seventeen uew members have joined the Society sinco
the last report.

GALLE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The igh School, established last year by the Gallo
Branch, flonrishes as usual, and at the expense of the
Mission Schools.  An ofter ot the appointinent of Prin-
cipd has been made to My Bruce, but that gentleman
has declined for the present, as he has engagements that
detain him at Colembo,

THIT 00CULT WORLD.

B3 Messrs, ‘I'ritbner announee for publication a hook, with
the title of **The Oceult World,” or Indian  Theosoply, by
Mr. A, P, Simnett—(Vice-President of the Theos. Socicty),
This is a vecord of personul experiences among the pros
fessors of “ the  oceult science” in Eastern countrics. Tho
author secks to_show that the powers of these men, though
apparently miraculous, rest upon a strictly natural basis, © being
founded vpon a higher plase of knowledge concerning the
lasws of nature than that which European science has yet
reached.”

After the above was in type we find the book is already
out, aud, in about a fortnight will be availablo at our.office.

Danovanr K, MAVALANKAR,
Manager, Tureosorurst Office,



